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SUIllaRY

Since it was reorganised in 1946, Freshman English at WSU-Piver Falls

has tended to emphasise the traditional goals of the effective use of written

language, the reading of Enplish with ease and competence, the interpretation

and evaluation of the written and spoken language and an examination of lang-

uage in terms of its function.

To evaluate the of of the program, 100 incoming freshmen

(Group A) were requested to postpone freshman English to their sophomore year,

another 1.00 (Group 13) were asked to postpone the first term to their sophomore

year, another 100 (Group C) were asked to postpone their second term to the

sophomore year, another 100 (Group D) were asked to postpone their third term

with the remainder of the freshmen (approximately 600) following the normal

sequence, All assignments to experimental groups were randomly made. At the

end of the academic year, 244 randomly selected subjects were administered a

written proficiency examination, the Brown-Carlson. Listening Test, the Iowa

Reading Test and a language-knowledge test devised by the staff.

The data collected in .the above manner were subjected to analysis of

variance with the following general results:

1. Those students who had not taken the units on the language-
knowledge part of the sequence scored low on the test devised
to test this materials

2. No differences were noted between the experimental groups and
the control groups on the other measures applied.

3, Women did better than men on all tests.

Based on the evidence from this study, the philosophy, content and teach-

ing methods of the Freshman English sequence need to be re-examined and re-

evaluated.

2



-4.
t" WSU-CORD

CO The Consortium of Research Development

C2 Of The

lir Limil
Wisconsin State Universities

FINAL REPORT

V

Project No. 760-541-70-1007-06
Grant No. 3-6-062728-2129
Local Project No /

AN INVESTIGATION OF RELATIVE PERFORMANCE FACTORS IN FRESHMAN
ENGLISH AT WISCONSIN STATE UNIVERSITY - RIVER FALLS

Robert H. Beck
Wisconsin State University

River Falls, Wisconsin

September 1968

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF
HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE

Office of Education
Bureau of Research



FINAL REPORT

WSU-CORD
The Consortium of Research Development

Of The
Wisconsin State Universities

AN INVESTIGATION OF RELATIVE PERFORMANCE FACTORS IN FRESHMAN
ENGLISH AT WISCONSIN STATE UNIVERSITY - RIVER FALLS

Wisconsin State University
River Falls, Wisconsin

September 1968

The research reported herein was performed pursuant to a grant
with the Office of Education, U.S. Department of Health, Education,
and Welfare. Contractors undertaking such projects under Government
sponsorship are encouraged to express freely their professional
judgment in the conduct of the project. Points of view or opinions
stated do not, therefore, necessarily represer' official Office of
Education position or policy.

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF
HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE

Office of Education
Bureau of Research

4



TABLE OF CONTENTS

SECTION PAGE

Acknowledgements 1

Introduction 1

Methods 2

Findings 4

Conclusions and Recommendations 5

Appendix A 6

TABLE PAGE

I. Sums, Sums of Squares and Reduction Data for Each
of the Experimental Groups on the Iowa Reading Test. . 7

II. Sums, Sums of Squares and Reduction Data for Each
of the Experimental Groups on the Writing Pro-
ficiency Examination 8

III. Sums, Sums of Squares and Reduction Data for Each
of the Experimental Groups on the Brown-Carlson
Listening Comprehension Test 9

IV. Sums, Sums of Pluares and Reduction Data for Each
cf the Experimental Groups on the Language Know-
ledge Test 10

V. Sums, Sums of Squares and Reduction Data for Each
of the Experimental Groups on the Iowa Reading
Test When Calssified by Size of High School Origin . . . 11

VI. Sums, Sums of Squares and Reduction Data for Each
of the Experimental Groups on the Writing Proficiency
Test when Classified by Size of High School of Origin. . 12

VII. Sums, Sums of Squares and Reduction Data for Each
of the Experimental Groups on the Listening Test
when Classified by Size of High School Origin 13

VIII. Sums, Sums of Squares and Reduction Data for Each
of the Experimental Groups on the Language Knowledge
Test when Classified by Size of High School of Origin. . 14

IX. Sums, Sums of Squares and Reduction Data for Each
of the Experimental Groups on the Iowa Reading Tests
when Classified by Father's Occupation 15

5
iii



TABLE PAGE

X. Sums, Sums of Squares and Reduction Data for Each
of the Experimental Groups on the Writing Pro-
ficiency Test when Classified by Father's Occupation . . 17

XI. Sums, Sums of Squares and Reduction Data for Each
of the Experimental Groups on the Listening Test
when Classified by Father's Occupation 19

XII. Sums, Sums of Squares and Reduction Data for Each
of the Experimental Groups on the Language Know-
ledge. Test when Classified by Father'3 Occupation. . . . 21

XIII. Sums, Sums of Squares and Reduction Data for Each
of the Experimental Groups on the Iowa Reading
Tests when Classifit.3 under Related College Majors . . . 23

XIV. Sums, Sums of Squares and Reduction Data for Each
of the Experimental Groups on the Writing Pro-
ficiency Test when Classified under Related
College Majors 25

XV. Sums, Sums of Squares and Reduction Data for Each
of the Experimental Groups on the Listening Test
when Classified under Related College Majors 27

XVI. Sums, Sums of Squares and Reduction Data for Each
of the Experimental Groups on the Language Know-
ledge Test when Classified by Related College Majors . . 29

XVII. Sums, Sums of Squares and Reduction Data of the Scores
of the Experimental Groups on the Iowa Reading Test
when Grouped by Vocational-Professional Plans 31

XVIII. Sums, Sums of Squares and Reduction Data of the Scores
of the Experimental Groups on the Writing Proficiency
Test when Classified by Vocational-Professional Plans. . 32

XIX. Sums, Sums of Squares and Reduction Data of the Scores
of the Experimental Groups on the Listening Test when
Classified by Vocational-Professional Plans 33

XX. Sums, Sums of Squares and Reduction Data of the Scores
of the Experimental Groups on the Language Knowledge
Test when Classified by Vocational-Professional Plans. . 311

6
iv



Acknowledgments

In addition to the grants from CORD, the Wisconsin State Univer-
sity - River Falls research committee granted funds for typing and for
consumable supplies used in this study and the Wisconsin State Univer-
sity Board of Regents financed a summer instructional improvement grant
to the director of the study during the summer of 1968 to enable him to
supervise the collection of data and revise the current freshmen English
syllabus in light of the findings of this study.

Introduction

Since 1946, Freshman English at Wisconsin State University - River
Falls has evolved as a part of the general education program in the Uni-
versity and has been strongly oriented to intellectual content as well
as to the traditional skills. The course has increasingly concentrated
on the relationships of language to man's culture and personality, with
special attention given to the language of the student's environment.
For instance, in the first quarter, which is concerned with the nature
of language, the student is introduced through the study of the history
of English to the concept that language changes with culture; he learns
through a contrast between "traditional" grammar and moderh grammar that
language has arbitrary form as well as lexical content; he learns through
semantics that words and the things that words are "about" are.not identi-
cal, and through a study of logic ,that statements. have certain relation-
ships to each other in meaningful speech and writing. In the second
quarter, the student investigates the relationships between his culture
and the language around him with attention to social and regional dialect,
to the mass media, to advertising, to the language of 'politics, and to
the language of social control. In the third quarter, the student works
with language as a consciously refined and traditional instrument.of art
in the various genres of literature, not only to "admire" great literature
but to gain some of its power of utterance for himself.

goals:
The course aims to achieve the following broad and traditional

1. To develop art and ease in the use of written English

2. To read English of a scholarly style with relative
ease and competence.

3. To interpret and evaluate written and spoken language
with conscious standards.

4. To react appropriately to language in terms of its
function.

The English staff was aware that'no reliable measurement has ever
been made on this campus of what is the achievement of its students who
take the course and in the same manner there has been no measure of the
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impact of the various quarters of the course on reaching the final
objectives.

The following general hypothesis was offered for testing:
nine quarter hours of Freshman English as now taught will produce
greater achievement of course objectives than six quarter hours or no
quarter hours of Freshman English. The English department was princi-
pally concerned with testing whether the intellectual content of its
present course did contribute noticeably to achievement of its objectives
or whether the students' gains in language maturity and usage came about
througi, sheer passage of time. Does, for example, the reading in Fresh-
man English noticeably help the student's comprehension or might he be
gaining the same comprehension by reading a history text'pook? Subjec-
tively, we have all seen improvement in our students as the shcool year
passed, but objectively, did we know that what we did in Freshman English
was an effective factor? Or is the most important thing that happens
to a student is that he simply becomes a year older in the college
environment?

Dr. Robert Pooley in Teaching English Grammar (1957) and Dr.
R. D. Williams in The Teaching of English in Wisconsin (1948) has made
us aware that the teaching of traditional grammar alone has probably
very little impact on compositional skills--and a survey of such materials
as Henry C. Meckel's "Research on Teaching Composition and Literature" in
Handbook of Research on Teaching (1963) and R. Braddock, R. Lloyd-Jones,
and L. Schoer's Research in Written Composition (1963) has made us aware
of the variables in English courses which have been tested in the past.
The latter book was found to be most useful despite its modest length;
copies were soon acquired for all Freshman English staff members for
reading and discussion.

Methods

The procedures ai-id design used in this investigation were based on
the following experimental questions:

1. As measured by the evaluative criteria, what was the
contribution of English 111 (fall quarter), English 112
(winter quarter), and English 113 (spring quarter)?

2. As measured by the evaluative criteria, what was the dif-
ference in impact among English 111, 112, and 113?

In setting up the design of the investigation, the following assump-
tions were made:

1. The number of available and eligible Freshmen for the
fall of 1967 would be approximately 1,000.

2. The random assignment of subjects to the various sub-
groups would rule out the necessity for any type of pre-
test and matching.

2



The experimental design can best be described in the following
tabular format:

Table 1

The Experimental Design

.Group

ApproxiMate
Number

Per Cent
of Total' Treatment

A 100 10 Postpone all English to Sophomore year

B 100 lo Postpone English 111 to Sophomore year

C 100 10 Postpone English 112 to Sophomore year

D 100 100 Postpone Enlgish 113 to Sophomre year

E 600 60 Take English 111, 112, 113 in Freshman
year.

At the end of the.academic year 244 randomly selected Freshmen were
given the following examinations:

1. A writing proficiency examination rated by five readers
on six criteria_. This resulted in'a 7-point rating scane
with numerical scores ranging from:7 to 42.

2. The Brown-Carlson Listening Test.

3. The Iowa Reading Test.

4. A language-knowledge test devised by the staff.

These tests were administered by ten pre-trained staff members to the
students on the 18th and 20th of May, 1968, in two 2-hour sessions.
Clerical help was utilized to grade the Brown-Carlson, the Iowa Reading
and the language-knowledge tests. The writing proficiency examination,
numbered for individual student identification instead of names to
preserve anonymity and rater bias were graded by five English teachers
pre-trained by a method used at the University of Iowa to attain agree-
ment on grading methods.

Clerical help was then used to ready the test scores and other
background data on each student for the analysis in the Computer Center.
Because of incomplete data, twelve subjects were removed from the pool
leaving a group of 232 on whom the final analysis was made.

The data were then subjected to an analysis of variance terAinu,
equality of:
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1. The various sequence pattern groups
2. Sexes
3. Size of high school class of origin
4. Occupational backgrounds of parents
5. Intended majors
6. State vocational professional plans

Findings

The data collected in this study were subjected to an analysis of
variance testing equality of: (1) the various sequence pattern groups;
(2) sexes; (3) size of high school class of origin; (4) occupational
backgrounds of parents; (5) intended majors; and (6) stated vocational-
professional plans. Appendix A, pages 7 -34, contains a summary of the
analysis.

On the test of equality over the basic Freshman English groups, no
differences were observed on the reading, writing and listening tests.
On the test over Freshman English content, the null-hypothesis was
jected at the five per cent level. Group A, those who had not taken
any part of the Freshman English sequence, scored low as compared with
the other groups. Group D, those not taking English 113, and Group E,
those taking the complete sequence, scored nigh.

On all four tests, women scored significantly higher than men.
On the writing, listening, and the content test, this difference was
significant at the one per cent level. On the reading test, this sex
difference was significant at the five per cent level.

When student groups were compared in terms of the size of the
high school from which they had graduated, no differences were observed
on any of the four tests. The same statement can be made regarding the
occupational backgrounds of the students.

When students were classified by major, no differences were ob-
served on the reading tests and the writing tests. On the listening test.
the hypothesis of equality was rejected at the five per cent level, with
agriculture majors scoring low. On the content test, agriculture majors
and unclassified students scored low, while biology, chemistry, mathe-
matics, physics, business administration, and social science majors
scored high. These differences were significant at the one per cent
level.

When students were grouped by their vocational-professional plans,
no differences were observed on the reading, listening and content tests.
On the writing test, students planning careers in the professions, pri-
vate business, government or as self-employed scored high, while those
planning careers in travel or as housewives, or were undecided scored low
This difference was signif'.7ant at the one per cent level.

At no point in the analysis was a cienifieant inter-reaction
observed.
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Conclusions and Recommendations

The results of this experiment will have a profound effect on the
nature and direction of the current Freshman English program. In sum-
mary, the uses to be made of the fi:,dings of our study are the following:

1. That on the basis of the various results of our experi-
ment, we revise our syllabus content to meet our announced
objectives in Freshman English.

2. That on the basis of our new knowledge of our students'
backgrounds, we revise our syllabus content and teaching
methods.

3. That on the basis of an analysis of variables in our
students' background, we begin to use some predictions
for those who might profitably be excused from Freshman
English in order to reduce class size or reduce staff
need.

4. That self-education for the Freshman English staff in
English education continue.

5. And, that a foundation of material and experience be
laid upon which to build further testing and refining
of the Freshman English curriculum.

We are up against something very complex, involving the nature
of gaining language maturity, the pedagogy of Freshman English, the
nature of the teachers and students, the interaction of general compus
culture and formal studies in the classroom, and discovering and isolat-
ing what it is possible to teach in the use of language. We have a
hunch that more of the same kinds of work (increased writing, reading,
working harder) is not the best to get at the problem, although for this
year, that is the immediate direction of revision. We are ending up
with more questions than when we started.

During the 1968-69 academic year, the various members of the
Freshman English staff will be involved in a series of group sessions in
an attempt to interpret the results of the experiment, to devise further
ways and means of testing educational assumptions and the educational
results. It is hoped that these may be applied during the 1969-70
academic year.
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