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St. Mary's Ipiscoval Churci, Bixzenoe
1859-19¢4

Tho Protestant Iniscopal Church in theo United States, with 143 self con-

ct

ception of being urban upper-class, was somewhat Lesltant to join in the
missionary impulse that scattered clergymnen of all faiihs acrogs tae
continent, treading on the heels of the indian, the trapper, the huater,
and the first settlers. The tendency, ostabliched by tradition, was

for the Ipiscopal Church to wait until a newly settled area had gained
enough in church-going population to support a clergywan. In this wzy
tae early spread of the Church on this continent was slow; barely koep-

inz up with the emerging urban centers.

In tue early years of the nineteenth century, however, the Second Great
Awzkening, with its upsurge of'evangelistic feecling, began to change

the attitudes and conceptions of the entire comntry, creating & more
militent and missionary atmosphere in the churches. The Generzl Con-
vocation of the Protestant Episcopal Church of 1820 saw the organigzation
of the Domestic and Forelgn Missionary Society as one aspect of the
Churca's work. (Albright, Raymond V., A history of tane Protestant
Zpiscopal Church, N.Y. MclMillan, 1964, 2.197) In 1835 the General
Convocatioﬁ decided that the whole body of the Church was the mission-

ary society and reorgenized their missionary activities under & Board

of Missions. It became the policy to send out Missionary Pishops to

organize and encourage the growth of the Church in the new areas.

(41lbright, p.215-216)

In 1852 a former Presbyterian minister, Thomas Fieldinz Scott, rector

of Trinity Church, Columbus, Georgia, was elected Yissionary Bishop of
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Orezoa ond Washington Térritories by tne General Convention., arriviag
in Portlznd in April of 1854 he began to visit the more nooiulous and
savtled areas of nie vast territory, wnilch included parts of what is
now Ideno. Upon his return he called his first Convocztion of the
clergy and laity of the Protestant Zpiscopal Churcn in Oregon and
Washington Territory. Thomas E. Jessett in his article on Bichop
Scott notes tkhat the Bishop, in his address to the convocation,
“gt-essed tne fact that his aims were Vto strive at tne earliest pos—
sivle woment for settled Pastors;'! 'to depend, under God, upon our
own rescurces;! and to 'build neat end suite&ble churches where we and
our children may regularly assemble for worship and insiruction.?
These aims reveal the limitations of the missionary strategy of Scott
and the Board of Missions. Settled pastors require a population able
to support them, a2nd on the frontier with its scattered communities &
more mobile ministry is called for. Scott recognized tuls in his
lzter years, and so did the Board of Missions in 1865, when Scott
asked for and received an appropriation to underwrite two missionary
tours. But the missionaries so sent out soon settled down in tne
larzest communities. Tae goal was always a settled ministry."
(Jessett, Thomms E., Thomas fielding Scott, Bishop of Oregon, Oregon

Historical Quarterly, v.55, n.l, March 1954, p.49)

The early years of St. Mary's Church beautifully fit this scheme and

the Bishop was greatly gratified. His firsl service in Zugene City,

October 8, 1854, was attended by a large crowd in the temporary court-
o Louse. (Clark, Z.H., An historical skeich of St. Mary's Episcopal

Church, St. Mary's Church Directory, 1922-23, 1.l1; the author of
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Dagene's Barly Churches, Ione County Historium, v.l1, n.Z3, Fall 1883,

(¥

D.4: stotes trat this meeting was teld in the County Clerk!s Office
Bulldirng which was constructed in 1353 end, =s the oldest buildinz iz
Pugene, i1t now resides at the Lane County FYioumeer Histcericel “useum.)
In 1855 the Bishop reported: "In Lane and Benton couniiszi there are
several families as well ag individuzls attached to our church, arfor-
ding an opening, for a successful Missioﬁ. At Eagene City, by the
kXindness of Mr. Skinner, one of the town proprietors, we Lave been
presented witk & valuable site for Churchi and School or Parsorzge.®
(Semi-centennial of the Protestant Episcopal Churcnh in Oregon, 1851~
19C1, n.p. [A90)1y p.77) Vhile the congregation of two families and
three cormunicants (Clark, p.l) wag developing the acre of ground that
Skinner ksd donated toe Bishop was organizing and expending his clergy
to cover the imuense area of his jurisdiction. On Suxnday, Lugust 2,
1857, the biskop ordained the Reverend Johnston #cCormac, foruerly
deacon at tae cnurch in Oregon City. After his ordination Rev. McCormac
was reassigned to Oregon City as Presbyter. (Proceedings of the annual
convocation of the clergy and laity of the Protestant Episcopal Church

in Oregon and Vashington Territory, 1857, p.3, 11)

In 1858, Bishop Scott reported that Rev. McCormac's services had occa-

sicrally been extended to Linn City and Conemsh. (Proceedings, 1858,
p.6). In the same Jjournal he noted: "I trust the arrangements are so
Tar coxpleted as to insure the building of s church at HTugene City,
where tnere aré several members of our church desirous of permanent
services." (Proceedings, 1858, p.5) The church was soon cempleted

for late in 1858 Rev. lcCorrac was assigned to the new church at Rusene

o6



Civy. (Down, Robert Horece, Churcnes in the Villemctte Valley cCrictge,

€.J. Clarie, 19274 pP.674) Almost all sources give the date of e be-

ginning of Rev. McCormac's services as Januery 23, 135% which is tne
date of tke consecration of St. ¥ary's. It must be cssumed that YeCorrsc

wag appointed to the position before that date as, as we shall sea, tre
Bishop speaxs of him as dbeing already in charge of the mission. Eis
&céount of the ceremony, which follows, is also of importance because

it establishes the date of the beginning of St. Mary's Episcoval Church
in Eugene. This date was spparently questioned at the diocese ;evel in
the 1930's for the Jourral of the Annusl Convention of the Tiocese of
Cregon reports that St. Mary's was consecrated on Jenuary 20, 1859.
(1933, p.2) Bishop Scott, who had officiated at the event, reported:
“Tne next service of special interest was the consecration of St. Mary's
Church, Eugene City, on Sunday, 23d January. In tiis service I was
assisted by Rev. Johnston McCormac, the missionary in charge, and by

tiie Rev. J.R.W. Sellwood. The church 1s a neat and appropriete building,
erected mainly by tke citizens. Services were continued for a week, and

were well attended, especially on Sundays, when many were unable to gaip

aduwi ttence." (Proceedings, 1859, p.l4)

In another account of tae consecration the Bishop noted that "the
instrument of donation and request to consecrate was read by S. Ells~
worth, Esq., one of the building committee, and the sentence of Conse-~
cration by Rev. Johnston McCormac who, assistéd by Rev. J.R.%. Sellwood

(Deacor), resd morning prayer." (Clark, p.l)
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Tnree weess ogo,”

tue Bilsnop reporte, "I vieited wis cuurge cpuin,
spending five days in varilous exercises,; &nd or Swday, Moy 22, four
were confiried. Two otners were to khave been presented, but were
unexpectedly hindered. I was much gratified with tne evidences of
success attending the labors of the missionary. Euzgene is & growing
village, beautifully situated in the neart of &« populous ezd tariving

portion of the state, end is consequently a point of wmuck importance

to the Caurch." (Proceecdings, 1859, p.14)

At the annual convocation of the following year the Bishop reported:
“At Bugene City, the usual attendance is sa2id to be good, and the
nutber of communicantis hes increased. Turing the four days pof the
Bisnhop's visitation,, and especially on Sunday, the attendance was
large, and one was confirmed. Now, tkat the remaining debt on tre
church is liquidated, with the removal of some other hindrances, I
trust tnis congregation will enter actively inteo its own support and
enlargement. In addition to the usual public services, Rev. lr.
¥cCoruzc conducts & Sunday School and Bible Cla§s, and holds an

occasional service in the neighborhood on Sunday afternoon.! (Pro-

ceedings, 1680, p.6)

Tne majority of the information on St. Mary's during this period is
directly based on the Bisnoﬁ's#own observations at his regular visi-
tations. His concern with the financing of the individual miesions
reflects his overlying concern for the economic well-being of the
whole territory under his jurisdiction. Even though he was concen-

trating his efforts in the comparatively well-populated trough that

6 8
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stretczed frowm Seattle to Bugene ke Was siill avienpiing to sprend
too rcw clergymen over tco large en &rea with too little im the way
of finenciel support. <lthough the missitons Were not expectsd to bo
self-sufficient it was a gozl that &ll espirced toward. Zew
in the nineteenth century reeched it, hovever, having to rely on
supplerental funds from the Board of liissions through thc liissionery

Bishop. (See Proceedings, 1882, p.12-13)

"On Mondey, April 8, 1861 in St. Mary's Caurch, Iugerne City, rtoe
Bisnhopy ordained Fev. Thomas A. Hyland, Dzacon, to the Priesthood,

being assisted by Rev. Messrs. HcCormac and J.R.W. Sellwood. This

service was appointed for the preceding day, but the candidate was
prevented by stress of weather from arriving in season.® (Clariz,

p.2) ®.H. Clark notes this as possibly the first ordination per-
formed by Bishop Scott in Oregon, but as we have seen the Proceedings
of 1857 nas tne Bisnop reporting the ordination of Johnston kcCorrzc

in August éf thet year. (p».1l) The ordination of Eyland wes, however,
the first ordination in Mgene. &Altnougn Thomas 2. Jesseti in his art-
icle on Tnomas' brother, Peter Zdward Byland, states that Peter Edward
lwas too busy gettirg his family settled to go to Roseburg for tne

ordination of his brother, Thomas A., on April 8. The service was in

the new Church, St. George's, and the Bishop was assisted by only iwo
priests, the minimum." (Jessett, Thomas E., The Reverend Peter
Ziward Eyland: founder of the church on Puget Sound, Eistorical Mag-
r
T

ezine of the Protestant Episcopal Church, v.37, n.3, September 1968,
p.251) In an earlier article Jessett states that "Hyland was advanced
to the priesthood April 8, 1861, in St. Mery!'s Church, Eugene.!

(Jessett, Thowas E., Thomas Fielding Scott, Bishop of Oregon, Oregon

ERIC
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Historical Quarterly, v.8&, n.l, dorch LOu4, PeA5)  Abonut all we iy
asswne frem this 1s the probability thae lcCormne, os thc only retident

clergymou in tnat part of tue valley, did partvicipatie in the cerensny.

It was shout this tiwme that Dichop Scott became Yconvinced of #he
necessiﬁy of using sowe clergyman on an itirnerant basis. e appezled
to the Zoard of Misslows for funds to send two clergymen on & siz
months’ tour. The Board approved, and McCorrmac end Faczler volunteered
for theso assignements.

WMcCormac was aSsigned to southern Yregon vwiere he keld regular
services at Roseburg Qayland having gone to California in September
18614, orzanized & new congresgation at Oziclend, and visited Corvallis,
¥onroe, Grand Prairie and Cloverdale, before returning to his reguler

post at Eugene." (Jessett, Tnowas Fielding Scott, p.63)

On July 14, 1867 Bichop Scott died while visiting ia New York.

o8]
(0]
3
5]
2]

fay

fifty years old. (Batterson, Herman Griswold, & sketchbool of the
American Episcopate; 1763-1883, Philadelphia, Lippincott, 1884, p.178)
Memorial services were immediately held ip Portland and the standing
commi ttee attended to tke details of the district until a new bisktop
wes selected. (Proceedings, 1868)_ In the more ordinary diocese the
task of electing the new bishop would fall to the diocesan convention;
a missiorary bishop, however, was elected by the General Coanvocation.
Berjamin Eenry Paddock, Rector of Christ Church, Detroit, was nominated
by tae House of Bishops but declined; he was later elected Bichop of

Massachusetts. (Batterson, p.270-271, 365) Benjemin Vistar Morris,

forty-nine years old, and Assistant Minister of St. Luke’s Church,

€10
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end Wacshington Territory on Decewber 3, 1888 in Fhiladelpnic.

(Batterson, p.243)

Toe split bewween the hign-church older Jnglican tradition and itne
evangelicazl low-church faction of tkhe Esisccopal Churca, brovgat to he
forefront of the clergy's consiousness by the sccond “CGreat Avakening”
in the early nineteenth century, was a zzjor factor in the growing
missionary sensc of tae church. By an uawritten zgreement the two
factions divided the field, which probably lessened the tensions and
prevented & full-blown schism, by assigning the missionsry functions
of the church to the evangelical faction. &4s the territorial missions
grew to more recemble the older, settled pattern of the Hast, the

evangelical branch became more and more limited to fereign missiorns,

such as Caina, Japan, the Xiddle Faet. (See Albright, chapters 13, 14)

To some degree the split was a function of the North-South dichotomy aand
is reflected in the different natures of the first‘two Missionary
Zishops of Oregon and Washington. Zichop Scott, borm in North Carolira
and serving in the South until his consecration as Bishop (Batterson,
p.178), may be considered as tending more to the evangelical form of
the Episcopal Churcn altaough 'he &lways referred to his position as
‘conservative and catholic,! and he was strongly convinced of the
validity of the Anglican position.' (Jessett, Thromas Fielding Scott,
P.45) Bishop Morris wasg born in Perngylvania and served in that dioces

=3

.- until his consecration. (Batterson, p.243) (It must be emphasized that,

ERIC T 11
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ir Albrignt coan be relied ugon, tac wolitical turmoil of tre Civil Yo

pul

barely rippled the already surging waters of the Ipisconal stream, cansii

up in more churcaly quarrels.}

This ma2y explain, to soms degrcé. the relative lacic of church records
that existed in the diocesc until the arrivel of Bishop lorris. The
immediate impact was evident in the Proceedings of ithe convocation of
1869. In tkhat year a separate parochi&l report wae added to the journzi.
This was in addition to the informotion customarily given iz the Biskop's
forzsl address to the assembled convocation. The report for St. Maryls
was as follows:

Beptisms adult 1, infant 5, total 6

Confirmations 4

Communicants added 6, present number 23

Surday School teachers &, pupils 35

Marriages 1 '

Buriels 3

Services twice each Sunday

Number of families connected with the congregation 21

Average atterndance 35

Collections and contributicas: $29 37%; for salary $100;
domestic missions $11 123; total $140 50.

The services of the church were first held in January,
1859, by Rev. J. McCormzc.

The church, was built in 1868 (sic), and consecrated,
January 23rd, 1869 (sic).

Property owned by the congregation: 4 lots and one
church <difice.

(Proceedings, 1869, p.39)

Information wae annually presented by each parish and mission in the
succeeding years. In 1870 there was considered enougzh information to
present it in tebular form in addition to the individuasl reportis.
(Appendix 3 is & similer tabulation for the annuel reports of Sit. Yary's
Courch.) There are, unfortunately, many blanks in the tabulation which
limit its usefulness, the various reasons for this will become evident

ae we continue.

1012
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In 1872 at trne conusl convocation, Judge lUatnew P. Doudy regorte

-

chairzen of the Committece on Incorporation of Parisgheys, tae é&raft of

the amentment 1o tne laws of Oregon establiching the proucedarnas Tor

(&

tae incorporation of Protestant Episcopal Churches. eady includoed
in kis report ssmples of the required forms for such an incorporaticn.
Tnis amendient to the church incorporation law was passced by the legis-

lature on October 28, 1872 and was in effect for mony yeors. The o

*i
(id

ginal law reloting to tne incorporation of churches, religious, bene-
volent, literary ani chariteble societies provided thatv Ythrec or more

of the officers or trustees, etc....mzy mske, aclmowlsdze and

-y

ile
articles of incorporation.® (Desdy, General Laws of Oregon, 1845-34,

p.633, ss 2, passed October 24, 1864.)

The amendation of that act in 1872 as desired bty Judge Deady merely

P

allowed any one of the principle officers, trustees, etc. or more than
one, to subscribe to the articles of inco?poration except for the
specifically deslgnated Protestant £piscopal Churca which still mast
have "three or wore persons, wardens and vestrymen of & congregation
or rarish of the Protestant Bpiscopal Chu:ch of the United Stutes,

cto; make, acknowledge and file articles gf Incorporation.” (L.1372,

p.127, ss 8) Thig version of the law persisted (1872, p.127, ss 8;

¥ 3202; EC 5189; IDL 7004; OC 25-907; 1933 c.17, ss 1; OCLA4 77-423)
long past the pruning away of the othér articles in the section, the
rexcants of which were repealed by Chapter 462, Oregon Iaws 1941. It
wes not until 1957 that eny more was done to ss 8 on the Protestant
Epiecopal Church, af wnich time the legislature eliminated gll refer-
ences to the Act of 1884 which had long been repealed. (1957, c.530,

ss 104) Judge Deady, who started this entire excursion, never did

Ca 19



sufficiently explain why he wanted o law spocifically providinz Tor

tie incorporation of Zziscopal churches; ke nad seid ot ihe tinme,

however, that 1t was not converient. (Procec

Fr
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3o that as it zay, as time passed, Bichop ¥orris showed an increasgine
hd (8]

)

concern over the character of tre records lceeping in his diccese. In
1374 the required form for tne submission of the Parochial Report was

given in the Procecdings of the Convocation. (p.52)

In 1882 the Bishop in his annual address Eefore the convocation noted
that the Diocesan Missiornary Comuni ttee had assigned two countizss %o
each presbyter for the purpose of determining the total number of
church members in the jurisdiction. Each clergyman was to seek out all
teptised members of the churchland fill out a prepared form listing
their name, birthplace, and number of children (noting whether they
are baptised or unbaptised, confirmed or uncopfirmed). In addition

2ll this information was to be transferred into a Diocesan rezister

kept by the Bishop. (Proceedings, 1882, p.20)

In 1333 the Bishop again drew attention to this aspect of the rector's
responsitilities and went on to discuss complementary duties taal were

not being discharged. "I desire here to call attention to a canonical

provision in reference to communicants taking certificates of good

standing in removing from one parish to anotaer. Without this certif-

icate no Clergyman is required to receive such commumicaznts. 1t 1s

very much to be desired that this canonical rule were more gensrally

: observed. It would save many persons from estrangement or uliimate

<3

separation from the Church on their removal into new places if tnis

N P
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requirewenty was cowplied wiwi. But thais is not quite

[
[
+—
[
<!
Fae
£
ct
]

3y

necessary. Scmetimes persons holding thacse cortificetes sciile waore

there is no clergyman living, and for want of knowlodze on their port

never becowe kovn to any wminister of the Church. This difficuliy is

well rexzedied by & form of certificate, such as I have just received

frem 2 faitnful and painstaking Rector in the Diocese of Pittsburg.
The cervificats is in duplicate form, and vien separated in the middle
one porticn is sent to the prover Clergyman, or to the Lishown, and tne
corresponding portion retalned for use by tne communicant. Tnis fur-
nishes a double protvection, and it would be well if it were wore univere
sally sdopted.

!These careful provisions to keep & record of all members of the
Churcn leads me naturally to say sowmsthing about Perish Registers.

"Pernaps it may not be known to 21l that this zlso is a matter of
canonical requirement. Thnis canon on this subject reads as follows!
VZvery minister of this Church shall keep a register of baptisms, con-
firmations, communicants, marriages and funerals within his cure, agree-

ably to such rules as may be provided by the Convocation of the Diccese,

wnere his cure lies; and if none such be provided, then in such manner

as in his discretion he shall think best suited to uses of such a register.

HiZvery minister of this Caurch shall make out and continue as far
as practicable, & list of all families and adult persons within his cure,
to remain for the use of his successor, to be continued by him and every

future minister in the same Parish.!
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"I am surc that in wany cases this positive and very imporiant

Codala

o
guircment 1§ but partiaily complicd with. I hear fregueat comdrlaint
from Clergymen coming into our Parishes of tiie faulty ard unsatisfaciory
condition in which tney find the Parish Register, and of the difficulsy

or imposeibily (sic), sometimos of knowing from the record wro cnd vnere

(&)

nis people are. One great mistake, I think, is often made in beginninz

then going on perhaps with & second, which in time goes the same roed
411 such trifling affairs should be scrupulously eschewed from tne first,
and a substantial, good-sized, well-bound boolk provided at the beginning
of every Perigh, into which all its history and records should go, with a
spirit of carefulness and punctuality equal to that of the most exact and
methodical accountant in a bank or countirg house. Such a book wouléd
last for zenerations and become in time an inveluable heritzge to the
Farisn. 1In close connection with tnis watter of a well-kept Parish Beg; 1
ister comes that of preserving our own Diocesan Journals. This, I ihinik,
stould be done by or for every Parich. Every vestiry room or Rectorts !

library should have as part of its furniture & complete file of the

Journals of the Diocese, and consequently the history and progress of
its own Parish from year to year. Occasions are constantly occurring
when theso things are needed for references and I cannot understand how
a Clergyman is willing to go on year after year after year witﬂout Pre-
serving these records of his own work. If therc are frequent changes in

toe Hectorship, so much tne more need for the preservation of 1its history.!

(Proceedings, 1883, p.33-35)

In 1886 Bishop Morris was again compelled to coment on the records—

-

keeping practices of his flock: "In spite of all that has been said
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upon w.e subject of correct and Tull recerds in the parish Tegisvers,

vad
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and tae inportance of prescrving copic tae Convocntion Joornals,
in each parisn, Clersymen coming into tao »lace of thoese ..o have re-
moved, bring the same compleint of the ceficient and wmost imzerfect
character of these records, and gencerally the absence of cevery Jourrn

Fad
&

1

o

ct

hey are trhus 1

ct
(4]

of the Convocation from the first to the last.
huat up tle psst nistory of their parishes and find out their preseant
stending and connltlon in the best way that they can. I know no reneldy
for tnis state of things, in the case of those who regard the preserva-
tion of thaese records as a matter of indifference, and have no respec£
for their own canonical obligations.

sAnd here I would beg the clergy now, to do wnat is in their power
to preserve and put on record the history of their parishes, as complet-
ely as possible up to the ﬁresent time. This will involve ine expendi-
ture éf some time and labor, but I think it will be time and labor well

employed. These histories shou}d be fully copied into the parish regis-

iz}

ters, where they could be added to snd enlarged from time to tiﬁe a
occasion snould reQuire. The Journals of the Convocation and tne files

of the Spirit of Missions, will furhish tnhe best, end a2luwosi the only

material for tnese nistories, and whoever will collect and arrange tais '
zeterial, and put it in aveilable shape, will do a very proper and

.

desirable thing for his parish." (Proceedings, 1888, p.32)

Daniel B. Stevick in hiis bookx on Caznon law notes that the Parish register
requirement ig more then an administrative device, it "is largely a record

of rames, names given individually in baptism and nzmes representing

people in treir interrelatedness (zodparent, marriage partner, transfers

from another cure) and their significance before God and in his Church.
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Implicitly, the recording of tke generations in & parich regictor is a

toxen of the Curistien sense of history znd human worik." (Stevicls,

, 0.189)

(n

Paniel 3., Canon law: a nhandboolk, K.Y. Sezbury, 16:

Tnen Cregon wos organized into & diocese the constituticn and canons
adopted by the annual convention included provisions for register
parocaial reports, and the removal of communicents from one parish to

anotier; all supplemental to tiie constitution and canons promulzatied by

the General Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United

States. (See Journal, 1890, p.79,88; Stevick, p.135,146)

Altaouzh records of Saptisms, Confirmations, Marriages and burizlsz wer

[}

<

-~

being kept at St. lary's since 1859 it was not until after the Pishop's

9

pleadings that thes were completely and fully kept with an historical

account of the parish.

Tne social life of the congregation, although not tre most imnortant
factor of church life, despite tue Bishop's amnual protestation egainst
unseenly furnd raising events, Were but slightly treated in church pub-
lications until leter when they had developed into sﬁecial interest
groups. However, the newspapers did mention an occesional gals zffair
as 'on é certairn festive night in February, 1869, tne ladies of S%t.
lary's Episcopal Church gave an entertainment of tableaux, charades,
recitations, and songs." (Historical Records Survey. Orezon. 01ld Tiuxes

to lare County pioneers, 1239, p.49)
ce Bishop's Address to the 4£nnual Convocation of 1870 contained several

< 1
rererences to Saint Mary's; "The Rev. Jonnson (sic) cCormac, the oldest

resident Clergyman in this Mission, removed in April last, to tze juris-

64 5
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iction of bishop Wailtaker, and is now statvionzd at Gold Hill, levodo.

a

¢

ie nad lebored long cnd faithfully in an isoluted wart of ¢

y

and thouzh he hes gone to a ficld requiring egquually hard and ootient
toil, hie will be cheered and encourcged by the nearer pressnce
Sienop, and otaner brethern. Ye shall migs his outgpolen earnestness in
our counsgels, while we wish nim God speed in nis new field of lador.
gThe Rev. 4.L. Parker, Zector of St. Mary's 1887-1238 noted asbous
HcCormac: "The first missionary left April 1st, 1870 having leid toe
foundations so deep end firm that years of neclect and dissension could
not upturn them." (Anderson, A.P., History of St. Mary's, 1823, p.lO)D
Tre Rev. ¥r. HcManus, of “rkansas, came to Bugzerne City a short time be-
fore Mr. lYcCormacts resignation, and ovened a boy's school in the buil-
ding recently purchased by us for that purpose, officiating on Sundays
in St. Mary's Church. ot meeting with such success in ais school as
would warrant the removal of ais family to this State, he returned this
summer to his anome in Arkansas. Since that time there ﬁave besn no
services at Eugéne City, except on last Sunday, wuen éhe Rev. James

Sellwood officiated in the morning and evening." (Proceedings, 1870,

p.17)

\

In 1865 or 1866 Mrs. Bugene Skinner had suggested that land be bouzht in
Zugene for the purpose of a Diocesan school.‘(Clark, p.2) The Piskop,

iz his address, gives a description of this property and the terms of
its purchase. "The ground and houses known as the "Coruelious property!
in ZEougene City has been purchased for $1200. Six hundred dollars of this

were paild by the citizens of Euwene, and turee hardred dollars were paid

Ty
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by the B3iwiop. Cone rewaining toree nundred dollars will bte due frow :

nim the Tirst of Janunry next. Tala proveriy consists of fouwr ccroes

P

<
b2

of ground, wita & garden arnd orchard, a aweliing houvse

s
¥
FO
O
-
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ans will be a valeable aidé to Churca work there, in time to come.t

(Froceedings, 187G, p.27)

The departure of both lkeCormac eand Mclianus left tine parish witkhoul a

"recular presbyter. St. iary's became deperdernt on the occasicnal ser-

[

vices provided by Rev. Janes éellwood and presuxsbly & lay rezder. fhe
parccaisl report of 1871 -~ altrough not formzlly presented it did appear
in the tabulation -- indicated taat trkere were 20 members of trne church
and that 817.00 had heen collected from the congregation. The lack of

a pastor was greatly felt and a missionsry convocaticn wes held in Bugene
in April 1872 to reach & decision on the nseds of tne many vacant parishes,
ircluding Zagene City. Tne decision of the convocation was to provide
alterpate Sunday services. (Proceedings, 1872, p.28) The parockial

report of that year, sgain presented by one of the laymen, notes: "4ll

the interests of the parish have been proiuoted by semi-monthly missionary
services of the past few months, and the pepple are anxious for the
settlement of & pastor among them.! As illustration of thelr sincerity

in making this request they add: “The churchk lot has been enclosed with

a neat fence, the vestry room pespered and psinted, and the church other-
wige repaired end improved.® (Proceedings, 1872, p.47) Tae Bishop,
echoing the anxiety of the pariskioners in his Annval Address, and
evidently speuling for a wider audience than his owz diocese (a clerical

advertisement, so to speak) notes in 1873: "...the church, dwelling-

nouse and school-house, with four acres of ground, of St. Mery's Parish,

/12 o



Tuzene City, wits cighiecn comminicants' (Proceedings, 1878, p.2) as
Yeing vecani. He also apezits of Rev. J.2.W. Scllwoed as Y"our 'iiinszicn-
ary at Large'...who hags glven Lis services during tae past year to

Sgler, Jefrerson, Eugene City..." (Proceedings, 1877, p.3)
The parochial report of St. XYary's Church for tze year ending lLugust 3

=) Sy

<t

1874 was prepared by the Reverend Jawmes E. Hamrond. “The present miss—
ionary took charge...January 1.‘1874. 0f the congregation that once was,
only & few were found to rewain. The Sunday School is altozetner the
work of the last séven months.

“The rectory has been put in & habitable condition. The available
timbers of the school house located nesr the Hectory, have been trans-
ferred, and a very neat and substantial school building - 28 X 44 - now
stands on the church lot. The cost of this work, exclusive of gratuiious
labor - wherein the first warden deserves honorable wmention - nas been
atout $30C. Contributions in lumber and money avout $50. Atn effort will
be made to pay the debt ere another report is rendered.

nAn occassional service has been given at lMonroe, and a rwonthl
service is meintained at Roseburg, and also at Qakland. At the latter

place a church building is much needed." (Proceedings, 1874, p.36)

In 1875 the Paroqhial report was presented by Dr. H. Ellswortn, Secrctary
of the Vestry, as Bev. Hammond had moved on to Pendleton. In 1878, Dr.
Tllsworth, as Acting Secretary, reported: "In April 1875, Rev. J.X. Eam%ond
removed from tkis Parish, and since then we have had church services tut
wrice, each thee by Bishop Morris. Since Convocation, but once, in January
last by the bishop, Saturday eve and twice Sundey following, with Holy

o | Communion - contribution $5.75.

| )7 <21
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e, fe v K . . Pl Y ia T e e - v e -
Tne B0 iw for ront or chiarci pronerty, vat 1t Log becn neodonory

A

to apply 1t to pay off & debt incurred in redullding the Parish school

“siy

4

buillding.

- ~

"It guould be stoted that some inree or four of our crnurca Families

rave removed to tae country, some 12 or 15 miles frem town, but being

nearer rere tohan any other Parish I still count tiem ss witn us.

\

"Under the Ccircumstances we have fourd it necarly impossible to keep
up the Suzday School, and have bad but ¥ery few since Nr. Hammond left

)

us." (Proceedings, 1876, p.

%3]
[¢)}

[

Tr. Ellswortu also commented on the passirng in January of that year o
¥r. S, Ellsworih wao hed long been an active member in churck activities.
He was lay Teputy to ihke Annual Convocations on a number of occassions,
and ne had served on the original building committee end officiated at

the consecration service in 18066G.

1877 =lso passed without benefit of clergy at St. lMary's. DSishop lorris
reported his concern in August at the convocation: !"Zugene City ard
Roseburg, in the southern part of tue State, have been vacant for severa
years. The former place is steadily growing in impcrtance, ard now thail
1t has been made the seat of the State University, is a field of more than
common interest and promise. By our system of 'Missionary appointments!

I heve veen enabled to have éuite frequeat services at this place, and

in a small measure supply the need of a settled minister. We have a
courch and school house, with large grounds, and a dwelling house and

four acres of lands. With tce prdinary stipend from tre Board, it

would give a single man, or 2 married men witn a suall family, a feir

282
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secuTe sulh & person, and inis foir

peautiful valley, still lieg faliliow." (Proceedin

-

Dr. Zlleworwa, as Acting Secretary of the Farish, sdds nis voice to tre
plea:  "ie have placed & good, new foundation under tne vower of thace

churck, & repalr much reeded. There is considerable inguiry zwong toe

>

N

people as to Church services in the future, but, under the circumstances,

of course, no definite answer can be returned." (Proceedings, 1877, ».37)

-

HDuring the interregnum between the going of ¥r. Hammond end the cowming
e o 6 -] DO

:ﬂ

b4,
o

of Mr. Wells, his successor, thke church, by removals ard from otner
ceuses, seems t0 have reasched a very low state. Scietime in the summer
or fall of 1878 Spring, 1878 (Clark, p.3)q lr. Wells was appointed by
the Bisnop, missionary for St. lary's ané other points. With character-
istic energy he threw himself into als work, and very soon the church
gave signs of life. The first recorded official act of lr. Wells was

on July 3, 1878; just waen he resigned thue mission is not recorded.

Ee seems 10 have taken charge of what tnhe Bisnop regarded ag a more
important.work at Wallae YWalla, sometime in the spring of 1879, co thag
he had charge of the mission less than a year. Dbui thouzgh his minis~
traetion was a short one 1t was a2 mmost creditable one for him. Eig teach-
ing VR s thoroughly churchly and his zeal admirable, and no man hezs left

e better zemory behind him than did he." (4nderson, p.7; quoted without
attribution by Walling in The Illustrated Eistory of Isne County, Oregon;
Portland, Walling, 1884, p.423) In 1892 Rev. Vells was consecrated Bisghop

of Spokare.(Clark, p.3) ’

2hy
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Datwesn Moy ard October of 1879 the Rev. David J. icdond: D.D. wes Ln

charge of St. Mary's Mission. (Clark, .8, Anderszen, p.ll)

O
o
<
9]
[¢]
v

w

irst of Februvary 1880 Rev. L. Peyton Andersen tocx up residence
at St. Xary's. He is the first rector of St. Mary's %o leave any kind

“

0f a real record of his experiences. On raliring from St. laryls to go

to St. Pzul's Parish at Oregon City in April, 1823 ke wrote & histery
of the parish into the Parish Pegister just as the Bishop nad suggested

in the year previous (see above;. The Darl 1 Register appears to hav
been started earlier buf it ig difficult to determine when as the carlisst
entries =— from 1859 -- appear to have beea copled in from arother book.
In any event Anderson's account of the sarly history of St. Haryls was
used, almost word for word, in Walling's Illustrated History of Lane
County (1884) but Walling deleted the interesiing seciions involved with

Lndersont's own ministry. 4YOn taking cnmarge of the mission, the

&g

S

[&]

ionary
found the churchn very much out of repair and its interior presenting a
most unchurchly appeerance. There were no sidewalks on the streef, or

any leading from the gate to the church. To reach the church, thereiore,
especially on dark and rainy nights, was a serious undertaking. The roof
of the Church was so rotten that it leakxed almost like a sieve. 4 new

roof has been put on, good sidewalks have been constructed, ard, at

o

different times, suck improvements have been made on the interior,

that

the Church is really attractive on the inside. The old and ragged carpet,

rzde up of odds and ends, has been replaced by & handsome carpet, the

+y

t of

‘g;:

gl s. Brown, of St. Mery's School, Benincia, California, the

- wiretlchedly uncomfortable old benches have been discarded and iheir places

filled with thorougnly comfortable ones, and 2 new and handsome Stove n2s
O

Eﬂﬁig; replaced tke 0ld and worn out one which formerly stood in the

) aisle, the



by

lizhiting of the Church has been much improved, and the veole intericer
beasutiried greatly with a coat of paoint so tiat it hordly scezs

ing that it was. Vaean the missionzry t00x canrge of wne

——a E)

[s7)

e old buil

1]

mission there were unganid bills which have all been paid; and ne leave

no debt behind." (Anderson, p.8) "At his coming the missicrary found

14

.

the church membership out of harmony. 4£11 that, ke is thanaful o cay,

N

ig of tho pest. And, as ne believes, tncre is & better state of feeling

L]

existing and a stronger and more intelligent affection for the church
then he found at his coming." (Lnderson, ».9)

v ~

Ee goes on to discuss the barriers to hls work, the necessity of provid-
ing services to Roseburg, Oskland, &rd Junction City and the fact that
rerovals and desths have elways excesded the newcomers to nis church.
_“With a grateful heart for all of CGod's mercies, and an earnesf prayer
for tne future prosperity of this mission wnick has been the cobject of
nis anxious care, the writer signs himself The retiring missionary,

A.P. inderson. A4pl. 23rd 1883." (Anderson, p.9)

o

The spring and summer of 18383 savw the residency of Rev. Walter Marvine
of Connecticut wno subsequently moved on to the diocese of Colorado.
According to E.H. Clark this was on accouat of his wife's health (Clark,

p.3) byt Rev. 4A.L. Parker says "“the parishioners made it diszgreeable

for nis wife..." (&nderson, p.ll) vhich esmounts to the same thing.

Between fall, 1883 and Lpril 26, 1886 the Reverend QOctavius Parker wa

4]

presbyter. ‘"Ee did excellent work," noted his successor, the second
Rev. Parker. "The present rectory was built by him out of the procecds

o pf the sale of the Cornelius School property on the Buite end from the
ERIC
] . 2D 23;)

N



cale of two of tce Tour lots on widch the civweh was orlsinally buils.

In 1855 he records 33 copmunicants being the Ligrest nusoer ross.ecd
since 1883, $200 vwes paid ihat year for salary and $290 for in OTCVEInTatS .
One thing we note for the benefit of tnosce to couxs afver us. Since ine

tize of the first nmisslorary the congregation has been almsct devoid of

".‘

zen being chiefly widows end at no time hag 1t been free Trom éissensicn.

ConseGuently duwring the last twenty years it r2s had elght ministers vhom
it hag designated 'Cranlks! and whose combined itenure of office h&s been
nine &né one sixth years. The church vas supplied by a lay reader
[Professor 3.J. Eawthorne of the Department of Philosophy of the ULivér-
sity who was presented with a handsomely bound Prayer Book and Eymnal
as & slight testimonial from a grateful consregation (Clarlk, p.S%l until
ny arrivel Jan. 18th, 1387. Frowm my arrival till the orgarization of
the parish June lst & committee insisted on controlling the rector and
ranaging all church matters. Thepyy even withheld the Canonical collec~

tiorns until the bishop at his visitetion of confirmatlion asked for their

delivery." (Anderson, p.ll)

Rev. Anderson had casuanlly mentioned dissension in the church, althouga
he implied it was witnin and among tre congregation solely and that he
had been successful as a peacemzker. It is interesting to note in this
connection that Rev. Octavius Parke;, wno has not left anf word of his

activities, upon leaving St. Mary's had voluntecred to go one of the

zore isolated missions of thae church at Anvik, Alaska. In 1888 ne made
report of nis journey which has only recently been discovered in the

. files of the church archives. (Parker, Octaviug, Journey from San

Francisco...to 4nvik, Alaska, taken at a time when a direct journoy vas

impractible (sic), (1888) edited by Jonn E. Sunder, Historical Yaeazine

Q
Eg;g; of tne Protestant Episcopal Church, v.34, n.4, December 1955, p.3353
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A.L. Parker, nowaver, took the Bisnon ot Lis word and sat dovwa for nis
succeasors tie nistory of his service. e correciod errorz in Rev.
Anderson's account, wiich hod beer continied by Velling, and, &5 we nave
seen, added his own comments totialing several ore ruges of nmanuscript.
His otaer comnents on conditions as he found them are also of intarest.
"The first vestiry was elected April 9, 1860, from ithis time till 1875

a vestry was elected. Bnt, strange to say, it wes only a vesiry in

name since trere was ro parish organization, the church property remain-
ing in the kands of tne bishop solely. The ladies guild was organized
ALvz., 10th, 1850 and ihe records snow that iv has always been a thorn ;n
the flesh until Dec. 1st 1887 when on refusing to comply with its Cons-
titution it was disbanded by its Rector who wes also ex officio president.
From rasolutions ;f vesiry, passed Januvary l4ta, 1361, it appears that
no stated salary was raiséd for the first missionery but a commitites
was appointed to endeavor to raise two hundred dollars yearly. But tae
winutes of 1862 shew (sic) that only one hundred and twelve dollars was
raised. At no time, in the history of this éhurch, till the end of 1888
hos more than two hundred dollars been paid towards the clergymen's
salary, at least all the records I have seen state this, and oftentimes

it has been much less. The number of communicants veried from twelve to

twenty-three, the maximum being for 1869." (Anderson, p.10)

"On June lst 1887 tais Church was organized for tue first time into &
parich and admitted as swch to convocation. Bp. lMorris deeded all tre

courcn property to a corporation known as The Rector, Wardens, end Vestry
of St. MYary's Parich, Eugene City. Xor the first time in its history

it becare en-independent parish and received no outside aid. The old

25 27



O

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

»n

' ERIC

taeg same roof &s the Church and neatly Turaicaci. Ino faet -

building is like a rew building hoving been repainted ouiside and Lua

[NV

whole interior remodelled - new floor having besn put dove in the larse

e

room & . Ghe Church has been greatly improved.
Wihe rector nas resigned to accept St. Luke's Parish, British Col-
ambia Diocess. Said resignation and scceptance are to come into cffect

June 6th next.

Toted lay 8th |
1888 - (signed) &.L. Parker

Up.,S. Tne above Tacts have been glecaned from various records but
chierly from the nrivate record of the firsti missionary and the journals
of the Convocation. Twentiy-¢ne of which, for as rmany differeat years,

have bDeen collected & handed over to thhe vesiry by the recior.

A,L. Parker." (&nderson, p.1l1-12)

Reverend YWilliam Iund officiated at a few services between Rev. Parker
end Rev. Loveridge, wno arrived May 1, 1889, simultzneously with tke

orgenization of Oregon as a Diocese. (Claric, p.4)

The Bev. Daniel ®iward Loveridge, "the most beloved of 2ll the rectors
of St. Yary's" (Williams, Irexa Dunn, Reminiscences of early Euzene and
Lane County Oregon. Eugene, n.p. 1941, p.27), was a presbyter from 1889
to 1807 and during this time he personsally built many of tre senc tuary

and choir furnisnings himself as he was very kandy with tools. (St.

Mary's Zpiscopal Church, Eugene Morning Xews, lay 3, 1933, p.11)
"On Xaster April 18, 1837 thero were largs congfegations at all ithe

services, the Knights Templar attending in a body in the evenine An

26 28
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wooden aliwar by tue rector to the conpreretion. Tois oltar ia prereavly

being used at St. Kathew's liission, Eugene. (Clari, p.4)

"In the spring of 1389, the first coung Feonleis Society of Caristicz
Endeavorj in comnection with the Church of Cregon and probably on ta

Pocific Coast, was organiged in St. Mary's Charcza, Zuzene, with ebcal

)

~ -

ignteen uewders, Miss Annmn Underwood, now teacrner in Tecomn, wae leader

[0}

in tne organization. Tais society has at present about fhirty or tairiy-
five active members, e&nd about half that meny assccizte rmembers, and is

doing very effective work. It has been &n instrument for great good

fo

to the parish ever since its organization.

“There is also connected with the parish & Junior Society conducted
by Miss lMabel Straignt wanich was organized in'the fall of 1892. This
society is also producing good resulis.® (Cregon Churcaman, v.7, Fourih

Series, n.72, February 1895, p.l-2)

A Missiorary Coanvocation in Albany, October. 1, 1891 featuresd an address
by Rev. Loveridge "upon the youth, unchangeableaness and quietness and
stadility of the Episcopal Church in the United States, teaching, guid-
inz and controlling true religious thougnt, in spite of all trat can bs
said to the contrary. Pointing the way end so well snd guietly that
otker bodies are actuzally following her lesd, pariticularly in public
worship and decoration of churciies znd ecclesiastical architecture.

Vnat tae speaker could remember in his own lifetime of tne changes which
nad toxen place in these matters in the religious bodies around us,
proved nis well put and truthful statements." (Ore-on Churchman, v.3,

Series Four, n.37, November 1891, p.3)

2729



A gyoread Loveridge resiguned in the svurings of 1907 to nis suall farm in
Glenwood near Dugene wnere he died Novesber 12, 18038 at e cge of 24
(Clark, p.85) TCuring his incumbency of iwenily years tuio oiner events Were
prominent. Ono ié tne confiruztion of liss Ada Sharples by Sishop Vorris
April ‘14, 1893. Miss Sharples wos tne grest-granddavgnter of Bishop

Eenry U. Onderdonk of fonnsylvania who nuiad confirmed Bisnop Morris fifyy~
one years previous in St. John's Caurch, Bellefonte, Peansylvania. (Clari
p.4) Yiess Sharples was also influenvial in the gift of an ozic baptisual
Tont to Si. Mary's by the Sunday School of the Church of Gur Savior,

West Paniladelphis in 1874 or 1875. (Clark, p.3)

The other major event of Rev. Loveridge's tenure was ikhe building of tze
new cururca at the corner of 7ta and Olive. The cornerstone was laid leay
31, 1899 with full Mesonic ritual, Judge Cleland, Grandmaster of the
State of Oregon, presiding. On December 10, 1899 the Bishop consecrated
the new building. (Clark, p.4) The new church was “made possible by the
generosity of lirs. Hancnett, wife of Dr. Haacanett, tze towa's first
physician.' (Moore, Lucia ¥W,., The story of Rugene, N.Y. Stratford, 1949,

D.33)

Feverend Johnston ¥cCormac, St. Mary!s first resident rector, died in
Portland in 1907 at the age of 82. (St. Mary's Episcopal Church, Zugere

Moraing News, lMay 3, 1936, p.1ll)

The growtn of tae canurch, which culminated in the new building, did not

abate but continued to grow as Eugene (no longer Zugene City) grew in

Population. In 19728 a new church, larger then tue old, was built and

PR LY

consecrated on the corner of 13th and Pearl. But tre congregation kept
Q \ ) i
]ERJI: growing and ip the fifties St. Mary's began to build smaller subordinste
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misclons ouv towards tkhe suburbs ingiend of rebullding o lerzer conren

in tue downtown arva. Howevar o now werisn nall wes pdued Lo woe older

siruc jure cua dedicated in hucast 1907. The suburban imlssione S,
1o ?
™

Tnones! in 1988 and St. Motheats in 165638, did relieve some of lne srev-—

gure on tne nain church. fThe administrative andi finencial rec
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o
[0}
33
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ivles were released when both became Discesan Missions in Jenuary 1960.

K

In 15682 the Rector of St. Mary's comrented on the utility of this cchene
Tt has been the policy these last ten years to ectablign parcerial i
sions. One of the purposes has been to reduce the load on the physical
plant nere at S¢. Mary's to the point where there would be adeguztie snace
for all parish activities. However the establishing of mlissicons keas not
accomplighed this pasrticular result. We have more communicants in St.
¥ary's now than when the first mission was started. 1n 1962 the Zectior
end Vestry still worked on this premise and purcaased & three acre site
at 39tn and Eilyard Streets for the purpose of. starting & new mission

in South Zugene.

Witr the growth of the city and the growth of the parich anéd an
increase in thie number of attendants a2t services, We are growing beyond
the limitations of tnis plant, and tnat lack of space is impeding our
progress.

"We must give serious consideration to the possibility of acquiring
& new site and developing an adequate complex of buildings for the future

life of our Caurch in the University Cormmunity." (St. Mary's Episcopal

Crurch, Zugene, Annual Report, 1962, Rector's report)

In April 19&4 the new Church of the Resurrection wes organized zri coon

after land wes purchased at Warren Rozd and Bailey Eill Road in antici-

k7 31




.

pation of future needs in the west purt of Igene. On the first of Jancary
1965 the Crurcn of the Resurrection also becawme a Diocesan Missicn., (Sx.

Mary's Tpiscopal Church, Eigene, Annuval Reporieg)

sumbers, the rector's earlier call for a new poysicel vlent 4o replace
St. Yary's has not yet been answered, nor hws & ne¥ mission grown on tnhe

Beiley Eill vroperty. The church is now at & crossrosds between consolis .
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dation and growth or lateral expansion end growth. But while they walt
for the decision as to the best course, aid wait for the finarcing no.

watter waich course taey choose, the growtn is going on still,
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fontral Luthoran Caurch, Zugenc, Crojzon ~-=, History

Part I: Norweglan Missionaries in Orceion

eatral Lutheran Church, Zugene, Oregon began its ministry fo Iu
¥orweglans in 1604 as the Trinity Scandinavian Evangelical Lutiheran Caurchn of
the horwesian Synod of the Lutheran Church in America. Boith its locel nist-
ory and its record's keeping pracitices reflect its roots ian the Forwegian
brancs of the Lutheran church in America.
Tne Lutzcran faiti wss orought to America by several ethnic groups, each
one changing its expression of the basic faith to fit into its respective

x

national origins. Today elements of German, Norwegian, Swedish, Danish

-
v
jo N

Finnisk branches still exist in the present synods,
The organization of the Lutneran church in America into Synods began in

the 1700's., These syrods were formal grouvings of churches from compatible
ethnic backgrounds, holding the same beliefs and engaging in sinilar religi-
ous practices, As such, the synod was and still is perhavs more of z MSpiri-
tually unifying® and advisory body than a dictatorial governing body. In the

b

Jorwigian synods, even today, the synod and the next smaller unit, the district,

stand as certifying and advisory organs. Their standards for record kecening
) - . . . 1 )
sre merely suggested, not imposed on member congregations. As a result, rec-

A

ords of Norweglan churches are not always carefully kept, méking historical

sgarches difficult.
In order to fully understand the develovment of Central Lutheran Church,
a vrief overview of the development of the Forweglan branch of the Lutheran

church and a survey of its activities in Oregon prior to 1904 is necessary.

Promw 1800 to 1820 Lutherans began to move into the Midwest in substantial

Q .
ERIC - an
o o e :563
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Chils movenonte

othaor denoill

athnic osroumns began to groun togothcr dnto oynods. Ty 1820 thore wore suverad
-t . NN M S e - =Y “am Y —~ - 4 e A ., - o

o dor church vouales composcd of several syanods cach. SO E00 "Dhe Two nos
o A < . - s s L

prominoent Luihoran church vodles in Arerica were the Cenerocl Sy.sa or f.e

Tvenseilcal Lutneran Churcn and tne Germon Zvangelical Lutheran Synoc of Mis
3

souri, Oalo, and Other States.™ Thne General Synod coansizied of

tives of a 'relatively weelk confecsicnal point of view cowronly hncown oo 'ineri-

4

can Luthoranismt . v The Horweglans viewed thig wing with suspicicn end iz .tura d
]
they lesznea morc heavily toward the cons ative and orthngdox German dused

¥isszourl synod. The third major synodicel grouv was the Ceaeral Council, orgen-

ized arcund a rore reformed confessional doctrine based on the Toolk of Concord.
rm

The missionary movement to Oregon began in the 1870's, at a tisme when tuese

conrerciices were reorganizing and redefini

3

23 thelr membershins. Because of this

laclk of real unity at home, the carly mission efforts in Oreson were gpenerally,

disanpointing and conflict ridden. Represngtatives of all the najor and some

rinor bpranches of Lutheranism made their way to Orezon afterf87o when the Luth-
eran community was large enough to warrent their interest. The Germans and
Scnadinavians began to come to Oregon in substantisl numbers in the 1830's.

Tae German community grew rapidly fron ranking fourth arong the foreizng born

. . . . a . . 6 . e t e

in Oregon in 1850 to second in 1860 amd first in 1880. In contrast, trne Scan-
dinavian community grew rather slowly at first with 43 Norweglans in 1880, 76

. - . o 7 - Ry > L v > . Y

in 1870 and 2,271 in 1890. The Scandinavians came to work in the logging
cawns and the mines and fisheries, the Gernans came to farm.

Because of tne greater number of Zermans in the 1870's

ct
©
IJ
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w
le)
c
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n
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3
o
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vegan its work earlier and grew stronger than the other Lutheran grouns. The

N

real strength in the MNorwegian effortis, which began in the late 1870's, did not
SR core until the 1890's wnen there werc enough Norweglans to orgeanize.into lasti-

ing cnurches,
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mion Sraad was erganized October 3-7. 1803, Triciclly 1t wes colled the

Horwesion Twvangelical Lutheran Church, more comuenly it waz referred to 2o
o
(o

LA N - oA o 3
CoC SNOTVICITLANn LYhod,

Althougn Scandinavians were known to exist in Crezon, Tl

to organize them into Lutheran churcheszs were notv by the Lorweslan Synods.

-~

<«

Thne carlicst active Lutihcran missiosncryy activities in Oregon were the two
failing German efforts in 18864 and 1867. In 1887 the Generzl Synod sent a
Nev. k. Meyers to Portland on business. Iqbetween business engasenents, he
cstoblished a German Lutheran church. In 1869 the winistry to these seonle
a8 talkten over by Rev. Syrecker, wno helyed cncourage the building of tze

first Lutheran church building in the state of Oregon. This congregaivion

€

soon fell avart, but the buillding w
- b o

10

(O]

s used by other congregations before it

was sold for a warenouse in 1875,

Duriag the Rev. Mevers served the congregation in Portland
o v o 2

.E. TFredrichsen, then a peactor in

R

he kad occaslon to correspond with_a Rev,
the ¥idwest. In 1871 Rev. Fredrichsen came to Portland. Tnis geatleman was
oile ofi the real characters in tac earlj Oreson nission field. Born cad cdu~
czted in loxrway, he came to America to become a Morwegian Syacd Pastor. Beingy
an excellent businessman and a notably colorful but “Slonny" minister gained
PRI e o . < 3 = > e 1] s o ° - 3 e 1
Lim fare as tne "Leatherbreeches minister! but turned the Korwegian church
againét hin, Theré\fore, at age 60, he grasmed tihe opportunity to escane

to Oregon. Once in fortland ho set sbout orgconizing the Scandinavians and

crmans from Meyer's church into a uni?&ed coangregation, Its

o+
)
o
3
[]]
£
9]
}.J.
=]
[
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-

irst business mecting wes held on April 19, 1871 and the church was officially

i
gncorvorated on June 9, 1871 as the Scandinavian Evangelical Lutheran Churca

12

-y

of Portland, Cregon. hus the first missicnary efiorts of the Norweslans

were carried out by an outcast from their ranks who came to recprescnt the

49
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Lo the Jorvicnian Press. e also mindsterod to growing consronuilons in
fotoris, Tacoma, and elsevhere, nreaching to them Zn Georman, Norwsoian, or
.13
Inglish.

Towever, by 1881 the Portland congregation nad nearly dissolved on acccuat
of ethnic and doctrinal disputes and Fredrichsen's healtih weas failing repidly.

Horwegians turned

>

- J Nt <
~esroaged To

the Iriendship of the new

Zdwzrd Doering., Doering ministered to Iredriciisen until his death in 1882, at
which time Fredrichsen willed his churck and property to the Missouri Synod
mission. ©This caused bitter feelings among the Norwegians in Portland. Idward
Joering ministered to German Lutherans Oregon for 40 years. One of the last
churches he helped establish was Grace Lutheran of Zugene, where he preached
off ana on froxz 1906 to 1918 when their first vpastor came.

Because the German efforts vere 1i

regations, the CGerman Lutherean churches

mited to organizing Germans into cong-

grew guickly and vecame strong etinl

and religious units. The Norwegian did not have this unrity in their caurches
because the early Norwegian pastors also served Danish zand Swedls ole as
#e¢ll, Recause of the rixed Scandinavian compositions of their congresations

the fact that they were

apethy

so Zar synodical direction, past-

were comrxon threats fTo religious unity.

Trhe first strong YNorwsgzgian efforts begen when the lorwegian Synoa sent
Rev, Tasrmus Rull to Portland in 1887, e served the empittered Scandinavians
from Tredricnscein's cnourch until 1883. 1In 18835 the synod sent Rev. H. Ingh.
Zngh blamed. tire lack of a feeling of national orisin among Norweglans in
Oregon for tune difficulties his predeceusors hed faced In establishing & perm-

It 41
29
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anent Sowvweoian congroegaticon Lun Qreon, LhIn olso hod o Lived wlitnotie
moemory of tho dis.outeg of the 1UYV0's Trooh Lo tho winds of iz woounlo, C
only icseed two yeors sid wos followewr by ov. Johaannez J. Foclklo.

sunniny wrior to tie efforts OF Lull and 2Zngh wos tuace worlin of wov,
Lovrito ALK, Caricon, YNorwegian 3yacd pastor sScut to roritland in fusust 1576
to mecet with o grouv of Vekhurca-minded " Yorwesianz, Trhese were song ol thooe

dissatisfied with the worl of Fredrichsen, Carlson urgea them To join with

congronations in Centerville and Scattle in issudiag a call for a ission pas-
o N ; 16 L
tor to serve all three small grouvs. Just odefore Christmas 1878, wasior

Py b I~

Tiile Christensen and farnily arrived in Portlond., He woriked in the Portland

78. Rev., Crristian

o

churcn and thez moved to Astoria and then on to Icdsho in 1

]
¢

L3
[€h

Jorgensen took over Christensen's Oregon nission served grouns ia vwesitera
Oregon, vesiingion, and Canada until 1833,

In 1885 %the Conference of the rForweglan-Danish Zvanzgelical Lutneran Churcz

began its work in Oregon. Their first missicnary, the Rev.X.G., Hilson, reported

[

tre failures of Rov. Carlson and others of the Horwegian Syunod. After nroticing

16}

the unnecessary number of small Horwegian churches of differernt synods in sev-
eral areas of the Pacific ﬁorthwest, he suggested rergers of all suall zroups
in a locality into one unified crurch. As a result, unified congregations wvere
orzanized in Portland, Tacoma, and Seattle, but none had rcgular pasiors. 3By
1890 the ckurch in Portland had 40 people and its own pastor, the Rev, Peder
Tangjercd.

The Horweglan synod came to life again in the 1890's after experiencing

s

Gifficulties in the face of the strong missiovznary eiforts of the Horweslan-

i

ewed eiforts

0.

Danisi synod. The most important church to come out of thess

’QJ
(&)
o]
o]

ne Scandinavian Evangelical Lutheran Church in Silverton, established

6]

wvas T

on Octover 289, 1893. This church was to become one of tiae lkey cihurches Ior
L 17 . o 2. L Lo B AN s Ny 1 LY T -
the synod. The fourth pastor of the Silverton church was the Rev. Z.C.

2

Reinertson. Rev.Reinertson was the pastor called to preach the first Horweglan

4
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Conslacring

anent cuurches in Ovegon, it is not
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the difficulties the NWorvecplans aad in establiciing wny nporn-
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S0 sSurpricing vhot they did not recch

r the turn of the century. At that, Contral Lutheran is the

oléest Lutheran cuurch in Xugene.
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fhe first meeting of Centroal Lutheran Church was held on Zundoy, fentember

24, 1004 at the home of Mr, M.L. Mollo, who lived on & farm at trg ool of Xelliy

Butte. ¥r. FHollo wasz the first trecsurcer and the Rev, J.C. Reinericon, nastor
of trne Silverton Lutheran Church served as secretary for the meeving., Lt this
Jirst mecting, Rev. Relnertson was asked to vreach onc service & monih in Zug-
ene, and the congregation was Ziven the neasme Trinity Scandinavian Zvangelical

V

Caurch, A constitution written in ZJorweglian wes adopted and signed by nine
charvter pembers. An zuditor, ond legal advisor were also avpointed.

The first services were neld at the roirmon
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fee of %1.00 per time if attendance was good. Later services were held in tne
Tugsne 0dd Fellows hall, rent free,

In 1905, on the suggestion of Mr. Laurits Olson, the congregation began to
looly for property in the Fairmount area of Bugeane, In that sare year the

Board of Deacons of the coangregatvion extended an ofificial call to Pastor Pzin-

ertson to serve Trinity for $125 a year iacluding expenses. For this fee he

traveled frowu Silverton to preach to Trinity and its sister church, Spencer
Creel Lutheran until 1907.
and Fearl was ac-

The use of the old Cumberland Presbyterian caurch at o

£

guired 7. 1906 for a fee of $1.00 per Suanday. This building was the oldest

cnurch opuilding in Eugene, having been erected in 18537 by the Cuwmberland Pres-
byterian Caurch on land donated to the church by Jonn Gillispie who had »purcii s-
ed it from the county commissioners for $5.00. In 1907 Trinity Lutheran bought
this building for %2,700.1

Tae refitting of the '"new" church was paid for tarough the early ycars oy

the Ladies 4id, first organized on September 26, 1904 a2t the home of lirs. Gel-

gette Winther, Rach member paid dues of 10¢ vper meeting which went invo

Ha 4]




troosur Sroun held 11 woctinzs bolore noot ol Lo wioboos naved
avay. Sy loot nootin was neld on July 28, 1005, ev, Woinorioann rovived
the A Ln & wecting on May 21, 1208, at the ¢ of Iro. Ingsevorrs Ucus.  on

Row Year's Bve 1936, the Aid held the first of ito wany § raising vonelits,

a sole of M"fancy articles' which brought in #1116,

nity in 1907. He had odeen educated at Northfiecld Serminary in Miancsoia and at
Augsburg College, Minneapolic., The coming of Rev. Dozucrsnas was no doudi o

‘il

very euxciting moment for the new little church, but before the nasicr cane

- bl h
liviag quarters had to ve arranged for him. Since the church couldn't afford
a parsonage, the church "parlours' were made into living quarters. The Ladies
Lid contributed 4200 forpaint and materials.
Rev. Dommersnas preached his first zermon on July 7, 1807. The church
w08 dedilcated and he was formelly installed in October of that vear. e scrved
until 1211 wien he went to serve a congregeiion at Dorner's Ferry, idako.
The building of living quarters for tae pastor was tac firsi improvement
L

xade in the church building. Soon after Rev. Domixzsnas arrived, ihe congrega-

tion decided that more church pews were needed. Although some menmbers feared
spending too muca money on improvemeats so soon, the Ladies. Aid agrecd to vur-
chase Ior %20 some benches from the Nickelodiuim show house which was being re-
xo@ieu at tae time., 4 kr. Finson from a local planing mill nade all the vews
to matcn for a cost of 4100 and the congregation varnished them. Hot long

after tne news were installed, the Ladies Aid purchared a reed organ and later

on added some light fixtures (for %40) from the Elks Lodge which was also being

On February 11, 1911 the congregation sent a letter of call to pastor &,

| Rogen of San Francisco, Rev., Rogen accepted the call to serve Trinity and
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porch, (ud u study room out of motorials provided by the Ladics Ald.  Frs. Rog-
en's fatuer bullt a closet for the '“paergonagse' vhilch was psiven to the church
when thov loft and wanﬁsed for choir robes. Rev. Rosen announced Lis resigna-
tion at o dinner honoring the 10th anniversary of the Ladies Aid in 1917. =rronm
Tugene ne went to serve several small congregations in thne Yoodburn area.

The year 1917 was an important one in synod history for in that year the
worwegzlan Synod, the Hauge's Synod, and the United Norwegian Church combined
to form the Norwegian Lutheran Church. This merger was complicated by a major
controversy which saw 211 but 13 of the 9806 Norwegian Synod pastors withdraw
from.tho old Morweglan Synod to join with the otlier groups mentioned atove to
form the Norwegian Lutheran Church. No mention is rade of the 2ffect of this
merger controversy on Trinity church, All that is known for certain is that it.
went with the majority and Jjoined the N.IL.C.

The problem Trinity faced in 1917 was that of calling a new pastor. Rev.
K.0. Storli began his services at Trinity on September 3, 1917, after being
installed by Rev. Rogen. Under cthe leadership of Storli, many changes werc
made., lMost obvious was the beginning of English services. For several years

=fter that two services were held each Sunday, English and Norwegian. The

£

congregation also adopted a resolution to translate the church constitution
from Norweglan to English. These moves coincided with the general shift away
from German in the Missouri Synod churches as a result of social pressures
4
accompanying the First World WVar.
The new 1917 constitution provided for a church council instead of a

Board of Trustces and Deacons, allowed only the males to vote in congregational

reetings, and changed the name of the church (by dropping the "Scandinavian'!)

to Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church. This was probably in response to a

trend begun within the church (on the synod level) from 1910 on to eliminate
| 3
: ethnic emphases.

The church bdbuilding did not escape improvement during Storli's ministry

ERIC
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siven for a pulpit by a kMrs. Severson, and was bullt by i.J.
Sem. At the tirve the new pulpit was set up, the church was carpeted and tne
alter covered and painted.

In 1922 tie church gave up the financial ald of the missisn board to go
g2lf supvwortiing. Rev. Storli retired in the seme yeor amd died soon after, on
April 13, 1g22.

On July 9, 1922 Rev. Overt Skilbred became the new pantor. lie stayed un-
til 1€25. 1In 1923 a new parsonage was bﬁilt, next to the church at 242 E. ch
Street., It was financed in goodlpart by the Ladies Aid which pledged and carn-
ed %1000 through baked goodis sales and chicken dinners. Also during Rev. Skil-~
bred's ministry a new organ vias purchased and Norwegian services were finally
discontinucd. In 1925 Trinity Lutheran had 300 menbers.

rrom June 1925 on througn 1926 Trinity was%erved by an interim pastor, the
Rev.d.0. Haugen, retired. During this period the Rev. P.J. Luvaas from Coeur
&' Alcne, Idano was granted a three month leave of absence to come to Zugene.
He proceeded to arrange a merger of Trinity with the Htugene Lutheran Church.
Ouf of this merger came a new name for Trinity: Centrai Lutheran Church of Zug=-
ene. The constitution drawn up at that time remained ncarly the sawre until the
1850's, However, this merger did not come easily. As a result of the merger,
a group of persons split off and met in the YWCA bungelo under the leadership
of Professor E. Thorstenberg on October 6, 1926 and formed United Lutheran

6 . s : , <
Church of Zugene. The following news note appeared in the September 1920 issue
of the Pacific Lutheran, the official organ of the Pacific Synod of the ULCA,
in connection with a report of a meeting of the Home Mission Council consisting
of members of the ULCA and the NLC:

It was reported that the two English Lutheran churches of Eugene,

Oregon, which had been holding services one block apart had agreed to

merge into oxe congregation with membership in the American Associa-

tion of the N.L.C.A. A protest against this action was filed by a

minority faction, tut the Home Mission Council urged that they be

encouraged in everg7way to become reconciled and united with the mer-
ged congregation.
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he uriliga of the ifowme rissilon Council went unhceded and United Lutheran wag

oranined.  Wews of the official acceptance of tihe split-off church vwas repor-
ted in the February 1927 issue of the Pacific Lutheran under notes of actions

. . . th . . ns .
tadliet by the 27 Annual Convention of the Pacific Synod of the ULCA. ‘fhis

issue was certainly one of the most teoense the church ever faced. It vias left
to rest for a few yecars and then in the 1940's efforts were begun to rceunite
Central anxd United Lutheran Churches, but with no luck.

On February 6, 1927 the Rev. B.li. Branford from Rice Lake, Visconsin vegan
his ministry with the newly formed Central Lutheran Church. He was forially
installed on TFebruary 13, 1927 and left Central in 1829 to accept a czall to
Zoople, North Daitota. ’

In 1929 thne Rev. P.J. Luvaas, formulator of the 1926 merger acccpbd the
call to serve at Central. He served for 12 difficult years tﬁrough the depres-
sion when church activities were often inhibited. However, organizatlons like
the Ladies Aild continued to function . One year the Aid made #128 off of a
dinner which served 1200 people. Rev., Luvaas served until 1941, but few re-
cords of the church's .activities exist until 1941 when information on the re-
signation of Rev. Luvaas 1s noted,

The Annual Report of 1841 reported that at the firs: congregational meet-
ing of 1941, on January3, Rev. Foss, district president read a letter of resig-
nation from Pastor Luvaas. At a meeting on January 24, Rev. Foss recommended
that the congregation call the Rev. Emil Brynestead, On Feb. 7 the congregation
moved to offer Rev. Brynstead $1,800, however he soon returned the call. At
the end of February Rev. Foss recommended the call of Candidate Harold Aalbue,
a student at Luther Theological Seminary, St. Paul, lMinnesota. He was offered
$1,500 plus parsonage and he accepted. Pastor Aalbue and his bride Betty ar-
rived in Eugene on July 3, 1941, andehe was installed on dJuly 13, by Rev. Foss.

During the period before Pastor Aalvue arrived, Rev. B.N, Branford again

served as interim pastor. Aléo during this period, in February, it was decided

45
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to vurcnase land for a new church on the southwesi cornor of 14°" and 1ill

Strects. Also during this interim period the iussuc of merger with United
Lutheran came up again. Scveral meetings were held between the two, but the ’
issue finally died. The fact that both churches were without regular pastors
during the tiwme of these talks did not help matters.

At a reeting on June 29, 1942 the building committee reported to the con-
gregation that it felt the 14th and Mill property was too small and not well
anough located for a new church. The congregation then voted not to build on
that site, and in September it was decided to sell the proverty for not less
than $1,800. This sanme September meeting brought the following matter bvefore
the people: 'Motion made and seconded that Mr. ___  go to the city hall and
sec 1f hc can get permission to poison or get rid of birds in church tower.---
Carried.n

Also in 1942 the churcn council was divided back into a Board of Deacons
and.a Board of Trustees. This change had not been made when the constitution
was rewritten in 1941,

1943 marks tne beginning of more order in the church office, if the con-
dition of the official records are proof enough. At this time the old Norwe-
gian Parish Record Pook was put away and a new Book (in English) was begun.
Prom this point on, membership statistics in the annual reports are quite
complete.

The Ladies Aid pitched in té buy a badly needed furnace for the church
in 1943, and also organized a Builder's Club to begin raising funds for a nevw
church.

In nearly all accounts the year 1944 marks the.beginning of a nsw phase
in the life of Central Lutheran. The old’Cumberland church building was in
need of enlarging and repair and so thoughts naturally turned to plans for a
new bullding. This was also the 40th anniversary year of the church-- a per-

th
fect time to begin plans for a new church. September 26, 1944 was he 40°
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Analversary of the church and on that day thoe Puilding Fund was bogun.

At @ congrejational meeting on January 10, 1944, the Nosrd of Tructzes
< . . th

recomiionded the purchase of 4 lots on the cornor of 18 and Potter Streeto.

At a special meeting on February 27, the congregation affirmed the Boord of

X th

Trustecs purcitasce on February 14, of the property at 18 and Pottier for

oo an th o T .

$2,300., In July the property at 14 and Mill was sold for $1,800.

Ia 1945 plans to negotiate with an architect were begun., At a special
neeting on May 6, negotiations with architect Pietro Belluschi of Poriland
for the designing of a church and Parish house not to exceed $75,000 were
arproved. On lay 8 the contract was signed with Belluschi. By the end of
1945 the building fund had reached a total (including plecdges) of $28,291.48.
In November prelimlnary floor plans for the new buildings were approved by
the congregation.,

During 1946 the building fund grew whilec .the congregation focused its
attention on home mission efforts. A definite need was seen for a Springiield
mission church, and in July Pastor Aalbue, with synodical authorization, began
to preach services to the Luthkerans in the Springfield Playmore Theater.
rinally on September 15, 1946 Springfield Lutheran Church was officially or-
ganized as a daughter congregation of Central. The first residént pzstor, Rev.
Sterling Simonson came at the end of September and 20 members of Central trans-
ferred to the new church.

At

{5

special meeting on quember 24, 1946 the congregation voted to duy,
build, or rent a new parsonage, inspite of some uncertainties, Also, reluct-
antly, $1,000 was spent on éhanges in the church and for a new paint Jjob. Thae
parsonage was then remodeled for Sunday School use in order to accomodate the
rise in attendance from 56 in 1942 to 200 in 1946.

On December 29, 1946 the congregation voted to officially change the words
Horwegian Luthzran Church in America to Evangeiical Lutheran Church in Amcrica

in articles 4,5, and 9 of the constitution., This action was taken to comply

50
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with tiie official zynod docision to change its name from ILCA to TLC.

Uncxpected financial difficulties made prosnccts for building in 1947
soem din, Iowever, in February of that yecar architect Telluschi did agrec

to desipgn frce of charge a parsonage to be built at 18537 Poitter. The

<t

or's

s -t

prates

~

annual revort of 1947 strecssed his hope that the building project could be de-
gun in 19548, :
Yowever, average attendance had increased in 1947 and 62 new menbers had
been roceived, which did cheer the church leaders. On January 13, 1947 the
congraesation approved a motion to invite Spencer Creek Lutheran to wmerge with A

-
i8T

Ceutral, but no more was done about it until Spencer Creek refuscd the o

i

in 1948, ’

At the Annual meeting in January 1948 finel building plans warce discussed
and approved., Finally in April ground was broken for the parsonage. It was
dedicated on September 12, 1948, In August ground weas broken for the Parish
Ffall ana Education Unié; Contractors Alvert Vik and Son, long time church mem-
bers were awarded the contract for $74,000,

Other aspects of church life were not forgotten in the excitement over the
new buildings. In 1948 the will of Mrs.Erik (Rikka Ness) Johunson, a.church mem-
ber since 1208, provided money for the purchase of pipe organ. Worship services

were breoadcast once a month over the radio.

1949 brought plans for a second daughter congregation in the River Road

area of usugene., Work with the Lutheran students on campus wes increased, and
the total member.ship rose to 610, with 34 new members. Pastor Aaloue con-
tinued to preach at Spencer Creek every other Sunday at 9:00. However, by
Tar the most exciting event of 1949 was the dedication of the Parish Ilall and
Education Unit on September 4, follovwed by the dedication of the new pipe or-
gan in FHovember. The activities of the entire church were moved to.the new
bullding at this time and a sale fof the old chﬁrch and parsonage at 6th ané
Pcarl was looked for, The only thing left was the building J6f the Sanctuary,

01
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and the new comnlew would be complete.
At the {irst congregational mecting of 1050 buildiag nlanc for the none
cticry were discussed, although the church realized that financing vor irnis

building would not be available for a year or two. Still, 1950 was the ycar

H,
H,

o} inect growth at Central in its entire history to that point, and Swmencer
Creelir had doubled its congregation., The total membershiv at Central was 702

with 129 new members reccived that ysar. Pastor Aalbue had to preach every

[

Sundar to the growing Spencer Creek church, which took more amd mor of his

time away from Central.

ae

inally at a special nmeeting on April 29, 1951 the first intern, Mr. Imith
was called to helv Pastor Aalbue handle tie érowing chiuvrch, In June of 1951
Our Redeemers Lutieran Church on River Road was finally organized. One Hund-
red and 10 memvers of Central transferred. In July the Church and Parsonage at
6 and Pearl were sold for $25,000.

Central Lutheran began to face difficulties in 1952 when tane large loss
in membersihip to Our Redeemers resulted in a weskening of spirit among the
memders of the congregation. Then on November 11, 1952 the congregation deci-
ded to porrow money to complete the sanctuary. Kowever, this loan for 75,000
appliad for through the Lutheran Brotherhood Insurance Corporation was denied.
This set oack the building plans for the next year, but hopes were still high
for success in 1954,

In the meanwhile, Intern S:ith continued his work with the Lutheran Stu-
deat Foundation on campus and the Men's Brotherhood began a boy scout troop.
Other intermal improvements included the éddition of 90 books to the library.
lembersihipy by this time totaled 654,

At long last Spencer Creek Lutheran Church received its ovn resident
vastor, the Rev, Gotlieb Schmitt, in June 1953. This freed Pastor Aalbue to

worle full time Ifor Central. In July the congregation voted acceptance of the

final floor plans for the sanctuary. In September the second Intern, James

5y
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Kallas waoerdived. He worked with the students on campus end cssisted

©
(&
ct
(o]
4

Aalbuc.

Late in 1953 the news came that the 1952 loan application for $75,000C had
finally been avnproved, In addition, pledges for the building funu had reachud
725,000, With the financial problems settled, the congrepation decided to go
ahead with plans for the sanctuary, At the annual meeting of January 18, 1954
the BDoard ol Trustees wies enpowered to accept bids for a structure costing abvout
$100,000. Architecti's plans by Pietro Belluschi were finisned &nd the contract
was awvarded to Vik and Son and the Dirlam Heating Company. On Sunday lay 16,
1954 ground brealking ceremonies were held. Althougn final cowmnletion was slow~
ed by a delay in the receipt of the.glu—lam arches and the stained cathedral
slass, the bullding was far enougn along for tne laying of the cornorsiane on

21
tne 50"21 Anniversary of the congregation in September 1954,
During 1934 the Board of Trustees also awarded contracts for pews, chancel

fgrnisﬁings and floor coverings. The altar raill, pulpit, font, candle~holders,
and communion candle-holders were designed by Roger Sogge of Portland. The
nusic coxmittee went over the plans for the choir balcony and placement of the
organ.

ﬁo doubt thne biggest day in the history of Central Lutheran came on Jan-

uary 30, 1955 when the completed sanctuary was dedicated. Its beauty of des~

ign received photo and story coverage in Life, Architectural Record, the Luth-

gren Hearald, and other church magazines., ©Not long after the dedication the

pullding furnishings committee authorized Mr. Roger Sogge to carve the beauti-
ful crucifix wixich now hangs above the altar. By spring of 1956 the outdoor

landscaping was finished.

Perhaps the new building did not bfing in a lot of mempers, but the
increased facilities it offered gave the congregation room to grow. 129
S new memvers wore brought in in 1855, bringing thc total baptised membership
to 798,
ERIC 543
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D107, 309 novw members had been received, and the total nenberohio
1Y b 4 &

was 032,  hat year saw Central emphasizing its worle with the Luthoran Stu-

dont Founcation on camrus. The call of Pastor Ken Wieg by tne LST of Orezon
was in rart subsidized by Central, and in turn, Pastor Vileg helyped in the
miniasterial duties of €entral. On April 7, 1957 a special meeting ves called

to vote on an optilon to go in with the LSF in purchasing proverty at 1826

imiversity Street (directly behing the church) for & Lutheran 3tudent can

e

us
nouse, Central contributed $200 in carnest money, but then the LSF di.covered
that it could not own property Jjointly, so Central was given credit oan its 7200
toward low cost rent of the property for sunday School use.

At the Annual meeting of the congregation on January 27, 1¢58 a letter
of re:ignation from Pastor Aalbuc was read. His resignation became effective
lay 30, 1958 so that he could go to Hope Lutheran in Tacoma, Washington., A4
call coumrittee was immediately organized to find a new pastor. On April 20,
1958 a special meeting was called to discuss the calling of Pastor Olaf Ander-
son, then pastor of Phinny Ridge Lutheran Church, Seattle. The call was then
issued to Pastor Anderson, and after some negotiations, he accepted. He and
his family arrived September 9, 1958 and Pastor Anderson wes installed on

eotemper 7/, 1938,

[ )

During the remainder of 1958 no important hapvenings have been recorded,
However, by the end of the year the total membership of the congregation had
reached 997. A total of 152 new mambers had been receivsd in 1958.

Certainly many improvements and changes in Central Lutheran occurred
between 1958 and 1964, but the records for these years are spotty at boét.

Sometime before 1964, Pastor Dwight Boe had been called as assictant
pestor. 1In 1964 he resigned and his position vics taken over by Rev. Stephen
Swvanson. Pastor Swanson worked with youth groups and parish educaticn. 1964

can bpe distinguished for other reasons also, The largest aumber of nevy nenm—

vers ever, were rcceived; 167, The total membership was up to 1035. This

o4 &
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wos alcso the year thot the organ was sold and arrengements nade to house a

pive crgon from the Unlversity of Oreseon lNusic Depcertment. Pastor Andeorson

fiiled an alread; busy schedule with an appolutment to serve as onc ¢f Tour

vastors on tie Couwnclil of the American Lutheran Church.
One iwmportcont note of synodical history should be notcd here. Ia 18G0
the amorican Lutheran Church (German synod), the United Tvanrselical Luiheren

Church, and the Ivangelical Lutheran Caurch (of which Central was a mcuber)
joined togother to form the Americanm Lutheran Church. In 1862 the Lutheran
Free Church also joined, maiking ths a synod of several etnnic grouvs.
Pastor Swanson resigned in 1985 to devote fuli time to hic greduste stud-
ies at the University of Oregon, In nis place Zric Ottum was callzd as Lay

<.

Assistant and Vouth Director. The most obvious new venture of Central Luth-

1V=-

S

(6]
ct
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eran in 1965 was the beginning of its Muslc and Art Festivals. Thes

als vrovided a chance for religious works of art to be diusplayed. In 1266 the

i,

Festival included a production of an oritorio entitled Noye's Fludde by Benja-
wim Britton, 1In 1967 the Festival was agein limited to displays of art.

In 1966 plans were again made for additional building to add Sunday Sch-
ool and library space to the existing Parish Hall Education Unit. In addition,
the foruer vparsonage was sligntly rerodeled to be of more use as the church
fice and class rooms as it had bzen used for several y=zars. On March 17,
1966 architect Leonard Frojen was given the go ahead to draw plans for the
new addition. The plans were passed by the congregation on ¥ay 22. On August
24 the centract was given to Arndt and Rhee and Son, contractors, with the
completion date set for January 1,1967,

1966 also brought major changes in the staff. Zric Ottum was hired full
time. On NMNovember 12, 1966 Pastor Anderson resigned. Soon after his resigna-
tion was accepted, a committee was organized to meet with district officers
to determine how to call a new pastor. On December 15, 1966 the congregation

agreed to extend a call to Rev. Edward M. Butenshon of Portland to serve as
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interim vactor and he acceplted. A coll committee of seven rerbers wes tion
selected to do the traveling and interviewing necessary to find an anvrodricte
pautor,

After long and careful search, it was finally decided to call tie Rov.
Failip Hatwick, then serving at Bethel Lutheran Church, %ncino, Californian.

loTc

He and his family arrived June 1967, Ye was installed on June 18, 15867.
From the time of his coring, Central Lutheran underweant remarkable chaazes.
f new program of adult Bible classes called PACE ws begun and eiathousiastically
welcsmed., Services to be broadcast every Sunday over the radio were proyosad
and later begun. And, the need of a second pastor wics siressed. Mlembershin
rose to 1312 in 1987. ' :
In 1968 Central Lutheran took another step forward by calling a second
rastor, Rev, E. Markquart, Membership had rcached 1405 and is still growing.
It is difficult to comment on the present, but it is obvious that Central

Lutheran Church is growing in many ways and it most certainly hss come a loag

viay because of the efforts of its dedicated members.,
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Central Lutneran Churc Record Hecping Practices

There is actually little record keeping history to troce for this church
because tne Lutheran chnurca as a wnole is not orgenized on an episconal basis
wirienh could result in official records keceyping policies on a dioceses level

boing theoretically enforced in local congregations. In the constitutions for

%]
]

sveral of the Lutheran Synods mention is made of what kinds of records should

o’

& keyt, but no policies are enforced on local congregations. In addition

cveral archives have been established in the various branches of the Luthcran

9]

church for the purpose of preserving old church records for their imporiance ac

H

nistorical evidence. "The major repository for the arcihives of the American

Lutharan Church is located at Wartburg Theological Seminary. Also located at

Wartours Seminary arc the records of the former American Lutheran Qhurch and

the United Evangelical Lutheran Churcih. Another repository is located at Luther
Theological Seminary, St. Paul, Minnesota, where the records of the Evangelical

.- X s . - X . o . 1 ;

Lutieran Church and the Lutheran Free Church are in safekeeping.” The Norwe- ‘
gian-American Historical Association, Northfield, Minnesota also collects in

its archives records relating to the activities of Norwegians in Axerica.

The earliest commentary on the value of keepipg accurate church records
for‘the forwegian Synod apprared in the 1831 constitution of the-Synod. (see
figure 1) This extended quotation comes from an article 6n "The Historical

. 2 .
Value of Church Records" by J. Magnus Rohne. Some of Mr. Rohne'!s comments
on the value of church records were included here to illustrate a few of the
idezs that Lave been expressed in print in the hopes of encouraging Norwegian
Lutheran churches to keep their records more carefully. DMr. Rohne voints out
that those churches who fail to keep their valuable records are delinguent in

a public trust.
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Lo Worwesian=Amesican ildstorical Ausocletion besun to colloct orvs

records in 1928, In 1881 they took a survey of ¢l Nortr loerican T
Shurcnuos in preporations for collection of caurch roecord:s. facy alco begon

te suvlish o journsl, lorweplan-Ancrican Studies and Records, in which ariicies

. . . 4
on tre value of reccord ikecping frequently anrcured,

Tae Norweslan Synod did encourare the keeplngy of records by distrivuting

Poarish record books. The Ministerialbosg used at central Lutiheran from 1907 to

1643 i5 an exomple of such a bool. In 1944 the Augshurpg publis .ing House, a
church oriented publishing house put out a new Pecord Boolk which was recormended

o7 the Smnod. In 1044 Central Lutheran began using this form for kceping its

The introductory page of this record book, which includes insiructions

i

-
naica

)
O
H
=

7
o
}

es tac following reasons for keeping parish records:
a. To siaow good stewardship b, Biocgraphical data is imnortent to the pcrson
and the congregation c¢. TFamily records should be kept bacause the Lutheran

church stresses family worship d. Communion records are a thermometer of the

spiritual condition of the church e. They are important for evangelism

f. They help keep track of migratory members g. They should be kept perman-
ently h. They have historical value 1. GCoverament, Social Security, Insurance
Companies, Pension departments, etc. need such information j. This record
booit was preparcd by the General Secretary of the Synod.

The 1980 merger of the Norwegian and German synods may account for an in-
creased synodical interest in record preservation since tne German church was
always more concerned with record keeping. The American Lutheran Church cmp-
loys a chief and an assistant archivist. A4 1968 report of the archivist indi-

cated he was raking an attempt to develove good relationshivs with local con-~

o]
s
e

C

cgations so that they will transfer threir non-current, valuable records to

ot
2y
o

arcrives. He placed special emphasis on the importance of collecting and
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cannre ations winlcih huove clsbanded,.m Action wooo token wrowne Taisd Gencral

Coivvenrion of the Aararican Lutheran Churcl in 1808 to gyeciiy guldlines for
records which should be lient permanently for transfer to the church arcl.ives,
annucl revorts, constitutions, rerorts of speciel m.ctings, =wublicatisng of
the ciurcii, and documents relating to volicy decisions wore include lovicver,
the outstunding feature of this section of the by-laws is the word Yshould',

In no vlace doecs 1t say that records must be transferred to the archives. This

marr be the reason wny there is little ¥xnowledge or concern with the arciives
in tre local congregation.

In lkeceping its membership records Central Lutneran Churcih nas followed
Synod guidlines by using the Ministerialbog and the Parisih Record Rook. Other
rrore roccnt forms have been used as nore efficilent means of kesping information
rost often used by the church in its daily activities.

One of the early constitutions of Trinity LutheraéChurch, rnodeled on the
NLCA promnosed constitution for congregations, indicates that the Financial
Secretary shall keep a record of all oiferings. The Secretary was to ":zeep a
record of the meetings and preserve the archives of the congregati.n.!

The present constitution of Central Lutheran Church states that the Sec-
retery shall keep a complete roll of zll merbers. The Treaswer skall keen
accurate ledgers, vhich may be comniled by the paid church secretary or sone
otnar pcrson on the staff, "The Pastor shall be resnonsible for the keeping
of an accurate record of all wministerial acts., Such record shall be curreant,
coimplete, legible, m»ermanent and remain the vroverty ofi the congregation.” 7
Yo doubt such records would be kept even if the; were not méentisned in the

constitution., In this case the consititution is considered as giving a good

suggestion, not laying down a law for record keeping.

Gl
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The reconds emioting dn Contral Tutiooran Chuceh dn 19387 weeosdiin s o the

Uiatorical Necords Survey or thnat yeur dncluaced
1037, wihich I could not locate; one 'hiiunizter's

sirnictorialvopg which I did locate; sim boou s oo

Sunday school 1005-1337; and one Treasurcr's bock contailning fincncial recoxrds

of thc church 1905-1637 which I was uncole to locate, I did fiad {ze printed

directory of Mewbers, 1928, compiled by pastor Overt Skilored, which was nen-

tioncd in the survey.

did not attempt to consider Sunday School records which cre kept senarately

.

or daily business records. Thus the focus of ti

adultc member.

day Scnool records.

Tue mein intersest in this church ssems to be in current record

fore few older ones still exist,

the Ministerialbog,

confirracions, weddings, funerals, communilon attcndance, membership, a daily

Journal, and a section probably for additional notes.

., ey h e o~ PP ] . Y.
Lzerevaryts recovds of thne

Tor this study I concentrcted on membershin and sacranental records, wnd
12 records studied is on the

Children are only mentioned in a few places outslide of iihe Sun-

The oldest records still existing appear in

This one voolt is divided into sections covering vaptisus,

~ . m T P P B L
four "Sceresiry'c Tool.o” 10031~
T~ laYath O R - S . .. v
Nocut 129505=10837, wihieh do the

9]
.
3
183

i
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o
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The rain provlem faced

in studying this series is that it is written in Norwegian. All the headings

are in Norwegian and the entries are in Norwegian until] 1927 when son

is introduced.

By 1930 all the entries are definitely in Znglisn.

English

fowever,

there is no wasy to be certain for the early entries that they include what the

hoaaing calls for., I

1zave reproduced the headings Zor this boolt as they are,

in Morwegian, with a brief notation beneath each of the type of information that

szered to be entered.

There wcre a few discrepancies which stood

waz licted up to 1928,

Py

After that a date was entered in this colunn.

out inspite of the language

In the Konfermerde section, under the heading Hvor dgbte, birth place

In the

next column in this section, Kristendomskiendskat, cntries like '"good!" appecred

64 ¢ca
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until 1928, Sfter that dale, a vdluce and dote wore entersd fh that column
U Sl jnacae sceetlon woo uzed ror o 1029 contiayation of iho ofrleicl datly
record.  Soon after 1230, the daily rccord besan to list culy iuopcrtant acti-
cad or vrecording every activity of each day as the first nastor,
Rev. P, Domuersnas did. Hiu signature closes his tuo years of entrics.

It scems then, that souwe change in record keeping occurred around 192

&3]
o]
e ]

avout the time records were begun in EZnglish, entirely.

The Ministcrialbog was used until 1943, when most of it

[}

vages vwere full.

by

1944 the church began to use the Parish Recoré Book, described ecarlidr.

§
81
(]

“nis book is all in Inglish and includes all of the sectlons the Norwegica
pbooiz did and in addition includes a section for the constitution, the pastors,
churca officers, and annual reports. The comparison of information listed in
voti books is given on the white record analysiz sheets.

As in the Norweglan booir, not all of the columnis are used in the new book.
At least with the EZnglish book, discrepancies can be picked out zore easily.
The most often left empty column is the "Number coluxzn., Apparently the use
of an accession number seemed unimportant. In the Norwegian book, ﬁotes were
acded in this section, A4s can be roted on the yellow inventory sheets, many
of the sections in the new Parish Record book n:¢ve not been kept un to date
or have been replaced by a newer forr. The offering record section has been
talkken out of the book, though I know it existed because I found loose shects
piled un separately. These sheets nad not been used to record offerings since
1955, The conrrunion record sheets in the Parish record boolk were repleced in
1930 and 2ll the information from them transferred to the new cards, czusing

gat duplication, Since 1964 only names of new members hove bveen added

[N8

a sl
to trhe membership section. Previously entire new lists were periodically
compiled, The headings of the Parish Record Book have also been reproduced
with o notation beneath each heading of the type of information usually inclu-

2

ded tnere.
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S 0T actuvly uwoed record currently Lo owrobouly oo Cornanlon ficcord
£* o an sy N R I - [ TP Teee ~T £k e S A e . D
Cord wi'ch recovds on ius roverse side all of the poersonal dcota reucordsd cloe-

where in the sections of the Poardiuel tecord Dook. Waln Jile wis mopun in 100
and inciudes o crrd fer every adult compuning mowber.  the @most corplele cata

for now members would oo found on theze cards. liembers wio have been in the
church lony e¢nousn to have boptisus, confirmations, marriases, @id zso forth
recordod in the Paricsh Record Roolk are lizted in both places. Waen a menbder
trensfers or leaves, hils card is trrowvn away. Thereiore therc iz no perranent
record of newer members wno are not listed in the various sections of the

ecord Rook. New memvers are listea in the scction on R0oll of lexbers but

a0t 2ll of tie infornmaiion recorded on ths cards is recorded thnere.

The ctizer record wrlch was talien out of the Record Zook is the O fering

13

]

ecoré. As described in the inventory, offsrings were recorded in ledger tooks

o]

from 19356-1984 wneun the new multiple-card form was introduced. The ianformatio

on the new card is wmuch more complete and it provides a record for tax purnoses

for the church and the individual. One section is sent to memders each guarter,
the final card being kept by the churckh.

The three files of visitor cards are used mainly for church membership
nurposes. The file of cerds filled out by out of town visitors is lept so
that letters of information about the canurch may be sent to them once. After
this, the use of tunis file seems to be vague., The file of cards filled out
by in-town visitors is of more use because these persons are contactea many
times by pnone =nd letter. The same avplies to the file of University siudent-
cards, wnich are keot as long as the student is in school.

These Visitor/Member-Comnunion registration cards are the most versitle

forns used, althousgh they are not designed to be permanent records. Their

various uscs are descritbed on the inventory shects.

( N
i
- The Trecdrd keeping practices at Central Lutheran Church are not dictated
by any aigher authority, but they are well organized and carefully kept. It
O
ggég; is hored that thils report will encourage the preservation of their old records.

N £y 6y
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I
"esoelcot all the records oec had in order,
tha’” they may be put in the archives of
ny holy temple, to be held in remembderaice
from generation_to generation, saith the
Lord of Hosts."
These words constitute the divine authority for record
keeping in the Mormon Church,the practice of which is
continued falthfully to the present day.
Joseph Smith, thelr Prophet and leader received and recorded

these and other divine revelations in the book of the Doctrine

and Covenants. In this same book he also wrote that "what-

ever you record on earth shall be recorded in heaven."2 From
this it follows that the more complete your record on earth, the
more there will be to Judge you by in heaven at the time of the
last Judgement. It 1s the responsibility of every liviang
Mormon to see that his works are properly recorded and all the
ordinances deemed necessary for entrance into heaven are rer-
formed on earth and duly recorded., No mere record alone will
assure the Mormon of entrance into the celestial kingdomn,
for this also requires righteous living on earth by virtue,
love, obedience, and conformance to every law given by God.
But it 1s one of the laws of God that everything be recorded.
Joseph Smith also records, concerning the day of judgement,v

that: Meeeall they who are not found written in the

ook of rememberance shall find none inheritance

in that day, but they shall be cut asunder, and

their portion shall be appointed them among

unbeliever%, where are walillng and gnashing

‘of teeth."”? ...

This should be incentive enough to insure thorough record

keeping. Because of thls belief, the Mormon Church 1s presentiy

‘engaged in a process of simplifylng and coordinating the records

in the Church for both the livling and the dead.
70 7L
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II
At the beginning of the nineteenth century, God revealed
himself personally and by the visitation of angels to the
elghteen-year-old Joseph Smith and chose him to be the
instrunent to reintroduce the Gospel of Christ to the world.
bxbstablishing and organizing'the true church of God. Further

revelations conferred upon him not only the plates for the

Book of Mormon, which he translated and published, but the
Priesthood of Aaron and Melchezedek and the Apostleship.
Then, on April 6, 1830, the Church of Jesus Christ of
the Latter Day Saints was established with about forty
baptized members in attendance in Fayette, Seneca County,
New York. This Church grew remarkably, in spitg of many
hardships and persecutions. Its members were forced to flee
West, first with the Prophet Joseph Smith and then after his
death in 1844 with Brigham Young. They finally settled in
the new Zion of Utah and in April, 1853 the cornerstone ias
laid and construction begun on the great temple iﬁJSalt Lake

City.

71 73




ITI

The present church 1ls divided into reglonal unltc called
”stakes; and cach stake 1s divided into from six to ten local
units calledl"wards”. There are also "missions" which arec
far-flung territories which eventually are consolldated to
become stakes. Stakes are preslded over by a stake president
and several counselors. This, in microcosim,, reflects the
administrative structure of the First Presidency of the
Mormon Church.

The President, when he comes to office, 1is free to select
several counselors, generally from two to five. Together,"
these comprise the First Presidency and have broad administrative
powers over the Church. If they cannot be unanimous on a certaln
issue, however, it is the President who has the final say and
the counselors are bound to support and carry through his
decisions. In the hierarchy, therefore, it i1s the President
who 1s at the top and his counselors act as advisors.,

Second after the First Presidency is the Council of the
Quorum of the Twelve,.éorresponding to the twelve apostles
of Christ. These offices are for life or good benavior and
carry senority. When a President dies, the Council becomes
the ruling body of the Church in the Iinterim until a new
President can be chosen. He 1is generally the one of highest
seniority in the Council of the Twelve.

The death of a President automatically dissolves the
First Presidency. When a new President takes office, he
appoints his own counselors:who can but don't have to come
from the Council. When the President comes:from the Council,

a new Apostle is added to the bottom of the seniority list.




The Apostles are nominated by the President but are subjcct

to approval by the membership before thelr appointment.

So in recality, the Mormon Church 1s governed by from
fifteen to ecilghteen men, "The achievement of this gmoo taly
working relationship between the First Presidency and the
Councll of Twelve 1s the product of experience and development,
based on the revelation of divine will accepted by tne Church

in the book of Doctrine and Covenants," 4

The Mormon Church,.and therefore the President, is
responsible for the management of over five hundred stakes
and missions and some sixty central agencles. These agencies
and thelr relationship to the central authority of the Presidency
are shown in figure 1.

This means that there are well over five hundred fifty
operational units reporting directly to and in some measure
responsible to the Mormon chief executive and his counselors.
These units also require appropriations from the tithes and
revenues of the Church. All this requires an amazing amount
of management and coordination,

This is achieved through the same coordinating device in
human affalrs that was used by the early Christian Church,
namely "apostollc" official messehgers.5 Each of the Twelve
Apostles of the Church is constituted as a speclal representative
of the President of the Chﬁrch. In Section 107:33 of the

Doctrinc' and .Covenants they are described as a "Traveling

Presiding High Council...under the ailrection of the Presidency
of the Churche...; to bulld up the church, and regulate all the

affairs of the same in all nationSe...’

b et L o . ST
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These meet regularly each week with the President to
discuss the affalrs of the Church and to advise tne Pregident
as to thelr present situation. In addition, a monthly Fricct-

hood Bulletin 1s sent to all Church officials to inform them of

recent decisions or policy changes in each of the agencies of
the Church. In thlis way, all departments are kept aware of
administrative declsions affecting them and other agenciles
within the Church,

The structure of the Mormon Church reveals not only strong
central leadership but effective cooperation and hard work from
the Church as a whole, It 1s this that facilitates the

progressive programs that the Church carries on.
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Figure 1 ==~ The rolation of the Mormon Church central administiration
to its agencies (with a fow specific examplec).
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IV

One of these many agencles of the Church is the Church
Historians office. From the time of his first divine
directlve for record keeplng, Joseph Smith realized the necessity
of recording the events of his own 1life and their relation to
the establishment of the Church. In April, 3838 he began
his personal history. Throughout his short career he continued
to stress the importance of record keeping. He encouraged hls
followers to keep personal dlarles and Jjournals of their
travels., These now represent not only a record of the spread
of the Church but a fine documentation of ploneer travels and
hardships endured by the Mormons in theilr ireck across the
eastern Unlted States to Utah. These are now to_be found in
the Church Historian's office in Salt Lake City;

The first Church Hlstorlan was Oliver Cowdréy. He was
appointed and instructed to keep minutes of the meetings
until further appolntments were made., He was later called to
higher responsibilities-and was replaced by John Whitmer who

took office in March, 1831.6

Whitmer, however, did not remain
falthful to the Church and was excommunlicated from the Church
in March, 1838, He refused to glve up the documents which were
then in his possessian and at his. death they were taken over
by his nephew, John C, Whitmer of Richmond, Missourl, and
tney have never been regained.7

As the Church continued to expand, a need soon became

evident for branch recorders as well as a central hlstorian

and recorder, Clerks were appolnted in the stakes and wards

and tney reported théir activitles to the central office,




The divinc direction for this 1s found in Doctrinc and Covecananto:

"it would be very difficult for one recorder to

be vdresent at all times and to do all the business,

To obviate this difficulty, there can be a

recorder appointed 1n each ward of the city,

wno 1s well qualified for taking accurate

minutes; and let him bec very partlcular and

preclsc in taking the whole proceedings,

certifying in his record that he saw with

his eyes, and heard with his ears, glving

the date, and names, and so forth, and the

history of the whole transactioneo."
To this day, ¢toples of all the records and minutes of each
ward are sent through their respectlve stake clerks to the
Historlan's Office in Salt Lake City to be deposited in the
Church archives,

A quarterly report is also made by each one of these
ward and stake clerks in which 1s included information about
appointments and releases of all ward and stake officers;
deaths of prominent members, depariure and return of mission-
arles, visits of general authorities, etc.d Statistics such
as christenings, baptisms, confirmations, ordinations, marriages,
divorces, deaths, and excommunicatlons are also included,

During the underground days of the Church, at the time
when plural marriages were 2 vital lssue, all Church property
was confiscated by the Government., To protect their records,
the Church ordered all thelr books and records hidden for
safekeeping. Some of them were hidden so well and the
persecution continued for so long that some of the hiding
places were forgotten, Some records are belng dlscovered
and recovered even today in attlcs and barns,

It was not untll after 1905 that the state of Utah began to

keep statistical records, Consequently, the Church has been




relled on to supply birth certificatcs and other legal records
prior to that time. The Church filcs were also used during
World War II to supply the United States intelligence scrvices
with hundreds of photographs and first-hand descriptions of

the war areas.lo

These were a result of the decades of
mlsslonary work by the Church throughout the world, the
reports of which were retalned in the Church Historian's
Office.

The Church archlves include a large collection of books
and pamphlets which deal directly with or mentlon Mormonlsm,
Including a large collectlon of anti-Mormon material. It has
been the attltude of the Church that there 1s no better
refutation of anti-Mormon materlals than the materials them=~
selves., Bias seldom gives an accurate accounting and for
this same~reason no two anti-accounts give completely
harmonious description of how 1t really was.11

The Church archives also have a complete_file of the
three principle Salt Lake Clty newspapers, the Salt Lake

Telegram, the Salt Lake Tribune, and the Desert News. The

latter is an official organ of the Church and became a dally
in 1875.
Joseph Flelding Smith, a past President of the Church,

states that, "The most important history in the world
1s the history of our Church, and it is
the most accurate history in all the
world., It must be so. It 1s the most
imporitant to us because that history
coOntains the hand dealings of God direct
to us through revelatlon as 1t has come...
to us through the i%rvants of the Lord
for our guldance." .

This 1s the goal towards which the Church Historian's

Office strives.
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One of the most far-rcaching agencles undcr the ausplces
of the Mormon Church is the Genealoglcal Society. It is
particularly important to the Church because when thne
Pricsthood was given to Joseph Smith, it included the power
to baptise, confirm into the Church, confer Prlesthood,
to marry not only for thilis earth but for eternity, and
to bind familles together on this earth and in the eternities
as well. The Mormons belleve that these ordinances are vital
for the salvation of man. In the New Testgnent, John says
that, "...except a man be born of water and of the spirit,
he cannot enter into the Kingdom of God."13 To the Mormons,
there is nothing in that sentence that limits 1t to the living.
Instead, 1t appears that all men (and women) must be "born of
water" (paptised) that they may enter into the Kingdoﬁ of God,
both here on the earth and in the life hereafter. The question
that naturally follows is: what about those who have lived on
this earth and who have never heard about baptlsm and never
had this ordinance performed? The Mormons believe that this
is still necessary and must be done by proxy for those who have
not been baptised and who have not been sealed into the Church
or with thelr parents and children. One of the major roles of
the Genealogical Soclety 1s that of procuring and verllyling
famnily records, making possible the performance of these
ordinances in the temples of the Church vicariously for all
those ancestors. T

As early as 1840 the Mormons were collectling genealoglcal
data and performing ordinances for thelr dead. It was Lot until

1888, however, that any Church-related organization was founded
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to asslst In the collectlion of gencaloglcal data. This was the
Latter Day Saints! Genealogical Bureau. This early burcau
suggested strongly the need for a Church-directed genealoglcal
library with professional guldance, Consequently, on November
13, 1894 the Genealoglcal Soclety of Utah was incorporated.l®

The objective of the society was for "collecting, compiling,
establishing and maintaining a genealosicai library for the use
and Denefit of its members and others."l® Since that time the
Jocilety has been a benefit to the many.who use ite. It has
grown to include eighty branch genealogical libraries, aside
from the main library in Salt Lake City. In 1968, over 140,000
people uséd the facilities in Salt Lake Clty and 212,000 usea
the branch 1ibraries.l6 In 1969 the holdings exceed 670,000
100 foot rclls of microfilm with an average of 1000 exposures
per roll. This represents the equivalent of three million
volumes of 300 pages each.p‘They receive about 1,000 new rolls
of microfilm weekly from throughout the WOrld.l7 The Soclety
also has an archive of over six million completed records of
family groups which is added to daily.

Although the Soclety library gets a copy of the micro-
filmed records, and another positive print is given to the .
ovner of the original record, the problem was wheére to put
the negative so it would be safe from damage. In 1958 the
exploratory work for a storage facllity inslde the granite
mountain Just 6Utside of Salt Lake City was begun., First,

a 500~-foot core test was drilled into the solld granite to
insure that the rock structure was sound and the water seepage
cqntrolablé. The test proved successful, and an exploratory

tunnel was excavated. Active constructlon was begun in 1961
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and by the end of 1965 the project was completed. The protectlion
the vault affords 1s complete except for a direct nuclear or
atonmlc vomb hit. There 1s nearly 300 feet of solld granite

above the vault's laboratory and office area and 700 feet °

above the six huge vault storage rooms. The three access tunnels
have bank vault doors that weigh from 9 to 14 tons ecach.

The temperature in the storage room ls 57-58° F, year
round and the humidity is always from 40 to 50%. This is
considered perfect for microfilm storage.

The vault has more. than 65,000 square feet of floor space.
There are six huge fault rooms, each wlth the capaclty to store
885,400 100~foot rools of 35mm microfilm. The total vault
capaclity~=-the equlvalent of over 25 million 300-page volumeg=-=-
can be expanded if neéessary through further excavation. The
vault 1s self contalned,’including its own water supply,
microfiln and printing laboratory and emergency generator.

In January, 1969 a new program was introduced called
Genealogical Information and Name Tabulatlon or, more commonly,
GIANT. Beginning in 1970, 1t 1s expected to be in full operation
throughout the world. Although the soclety ldentified names
individually on separate genealoglcal forms 1n the early
1900's, the computer will store and index this information for
quick and more efficlient retrieval.

The soclety 1s presently Investlgatling even newer ways
of controlling thelr records. At a VWorld Conference on Records
held in Salt Lake City on August 5-8, 1969, many aspects of
records control were considered, 1ncluding the possible use
of lagep: beams for ldentification and retrieval of material.

This Conference was entitled "Records Protection in an Uncertaln
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Vorld". It was attended by over 10,000 historians, gencal.-

ogisté, librarlans, archivists, and computer and microfilming
experts. ZZlder Theodore M. Burton, vice-prgsident and general
menager of the Soclety, stated in disprssing the purpose of the
confercnce that, "We want to keep records intact...The only way
thls can be done is by having interested persons gll over the -
world carecfor their records. By that I mean preserve them...
If we can get these record-keepers together, perhaps we can
set up some kind of an arrangement whereby records can be
preserved."lS This tyrifiés'. the active interest of the

Mormon Church in collecting and preserving records both now
and in tne time to come, _

Although spoken in 1911, the predictlon of Nephl Anderson,
an early leader of the Church's genealogical activities, still
épplies to the future alims of the Soclety. Hls prediction
describes the present scope of the Soclety and then he

continues:
".eeand so throughout the years, reaching
Iinto the Millennium of peace, thils work of
salvation will ‘go on, until every worthy
soul that can be found from earthly
records wlll have been searched out and
officlated for; and then the broken links
willl be jolned, the tangled threads will
be plated in order, and the purposes of
God in placing salvatlon within the. reach
of all will have been consumrmsteds’"lg




FOOTNOTES==VI

1Doctrino and Covenants, 127:9.

2

Ibide., 128:8,

31bid., 85:9.
k4

Durham, Political Scignce Quarterly, p. 62.

SDurham, Public Administration Review, p. 178.

6poctrine and Covenants, 47:1.

{Peterson, Bulletins, p. 273.

8Doctrine and Covenants, 128:3,

9Peterson, Bulletins, p. 274=5.
01p34,, p. 278.
1l1bid., p. 277.

. 12smith, Doctrines of Salvation, p. 200.

‘ 13 ronn 515,

1411 November 1944, the 50" anniversary of the Society, the
name was changed to the present title,

15Bennett, American Archivist, p. 227.
16

Lofthouse, The Improvement Era, p. 15.

l7Pa1mer,The‘Improvement Era, po T

quuoted in Ibid.,,Pe Te-. -7

; l9Lofthouse, The Improvement Era, pe. 15.

8
Q5




BIBLIOGRAPHY==VII (;¢oéac1%4£é>

A.F, Bennett, "The microfilming activities of the Genecalogicsol
Socicty of the Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter Day Saints,"
Archivium, v. IV, 1959, p. 121-123.

A.F. Bennett, "The records copying program of the Utah
Genealogical Society," American Archivist, v. 16, no. 3, July
1953’ po 227-2320

Theodore M. Burton, "Why Genealogy?,'" The Improvement =Zrz,
ve 72, noe 7, July 1969, p. 4-6. :

Doctrine and Covenants of the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints. Salt Lake City, Utah, 1963 ed.

Homer G, Durham, "Administrative Organization of the Hormon
Church,'" Political Science Quarterly, v. 57, no. 1, 1942, p.51-Tl.

Homer G. Durham, "Coordination by special representative of
the Chief Executive,”" Public Administration Review, v. VIII,
no. 3, Summer 1948, p. 176-180.

Merrill S. Lofthouse, "A glance backward--historical sketch
of the Genealogical Society," The Improvement Era, V. 72, no. 7,

July 1969, p. 14=-17.

Douglas D, Palmer, "The World Conference on Records,'" The
Improvement Era, V. 72, noe. 7, July 1969, p. 6-8, -

Vergil V. Peterson, "Behold there shall be a record kept
among you,'" Bulletins of ihe American Associlation for State
and Local History, v. 1, no. 10, April 1946, p. 272-280,

David H. Pratt, "Genealogy: The great equalizer," The Imvprove=

ment Era, v. 72, no. 10, October 1969, p. 76=77.

Joseph Fielding Smith, Doctrines of Salvation, Vol. 2, Salt
Lake City, Utah, 1955.




URIVURETLY O OREGON SCrOOL O LIinilipnliniEls

SACRAMENTAL RuCORDS
oF

ST. JAARY'S CATHOLIC CHURCH, EUGENE, OREGON

David E. Horn
Archives Seninar

26 February 1970




INTRODUCTION

This report is accompanied by a #Chronology® of the
administrative history of St., Mary's parish. Both parts are
less complete than they might have bpeen if more materials
hzad been available,

With the materials available nuch can be done. A careful
perusal of the parish registers can further identify many of
tne parishoners - and perhaps some of the preists -~ who have

been prominent in the history and work of St. Mary's.
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Ty ot b ST A/ A AN TR A T e
HISTCRY OF SACRAMNINTAL 2=CURDS

'ne history and purpose of sacramsncal records have

pecr treated by James P. O0'Rourke in his doctoral dizserta-

e
u

tion, Parish Registers: an Historical Svrovsis apd Commentary.

Most of the material in the first section of this paper is
based on tnat treatise.

The Catholic Church is a Sacramental Church ard has
conferred the dignity of the term “Sacrament' on seven of
its ceremonies: Baptism, the initiation into membership;
Communion, the official participation in the daily life of tnue
Church; Penance, the restoration of or improvement in the
eligibility for receiving other Sacraments (this 1s accomplished

.l

by making a Confession); Confirmation, the conferral of re%én-

sibility for adding to and spreading the venefits of the

Church; Matrimony or Holy Orders (culminating in ordination

to tne priesthood) - a Catholic usually receives one of these

as the consecration of his lifel!s role; Anointinz of the Sick

(formerly called Extreme Unction), often received just before
death.

Only three of these ~ Baptism, Confirmation, Matrimony -
are the subjects of laws governing the keeping of parish regis-
ters. The purpose'of these laws is to establish church member-
ship and to determine eligibil;ty for the reception of the
Sacraments; the keeping of these three registers is sufficilent

to accomplish this. Their main purpose is proof of the reception

et et

of a certain Sacrament. A secondary use of properly kept records

(/
is their acceptabilty by civil agencies,
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Mozt of the records now 1x usze hod oecn develoned

time of the Council orf Trent (15435-1563);

2
Ci

were many changes in Church iawsg and records ware adanied
changes., These changes were made final and the rulcs for keeping

records were made clear in 1614, when the Rituale Formnum, or

Roman Ritual, was publiched. This detailed description of the

ceremonies of the Church demanded careful attention to the
entries in the two kinds of registers that had become univarsal

by then - Baptism and marriages - and gave increased importance o

three kinds of records that had not been kept unilformly - confir-

mation, deaths and the parish census (or liber de statu animarun,

book of the state of souls).
Thus there are five books that must be kept in all
. varishes; three of them are entirely sacramental and the'
other two are indireclty sacramental. The Code of Canon Law,
promulgated in 1917, repeated the rules for keeping these
records. Canon 470 lists the five books; that canon and the
others listed in the Appendix to this paper give many details.
The purpose of the parish registers has not changed;
there have been variations in the information recorded and
adaptations in the forms used, as noted below. I shall con-
sider each of the Sacraments under the following headings,
avoiding repetition: HISTORY; INFORMATION; USE; INMPORTANCE;

SECURITY; INTEGRITY (completeness at St. Mary's).

.

The two key registers are those for baptisms and

marriages, so they will receive the most attention.
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Since tne sixteenthn century The rexister of bapticnms has

- N . - ] - vn K - - - .

incluwded most of the information which trne nmodcrn books record.

One imporvant addition came in 1907, when 1t hecame obligotery
to recoxrd in the baptismal register the nctice of marriage. Thus

the Remister Bavtizatorum became the *principal book? of churchn

records (O‘RHourke, 37). Since this one regiztex contains data

about baptisms, confirmations and marriesges, it could almost be

The items recorded identify the irndividual and make possible
i R -
an assessnent of hi%eliglbility for other sacraments, especially

marriage.

Name and Address identify the recipients

Date of Birth determines his age, wrnich must be known

for reception of Communion, Confirmation or Natr;ﬁony (or Holy

Orders).

ce of Birth and Lddress help determine the official

'3

residence = a Catholic must be baptized in his propver parish,
or & notice must be sent to thet varishe.

Names of Parents also help identify: they make it possible

to trace rclatlons and determine whether, for example, a pro-

_\:';Luﬁ(— . N
spectiveAis a second cousin or closer. The Religion of the Parents

nelps determine the probability that the child will be raised

in the Catholic faith.
[ Baptism confers a spiritual relationship between the
person baptized and the one who baptizes; also, between the
o s
ERIC o
q l
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Minister ard the Nanes of the Gedrarents are recoricid. OF
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course, these people must see that the ceremony iz performed
correctly, and, if there is ever any trouble avout the rocoird,
they car be asked to testify.

The Church, City and Date of Conlixration are recorded

inz column especially provided ({hey had to be crowded into

.

the older registers).This was first required by Lhe Code of Canon Law.

Similarly, the necessary information about the Marriame
of the individual is recorded in a column entitled "Remarks¥
(Notanda); once & person is married, he cannot Te~IArry as
long as his spouse is living. Someone who has received Holy

Ordrs ox made & solemn Religious Profession is not permitted

to marry, so notices of those ceremonies are made in this column.

“
%]
€}

The registers printed before 1907 did not have columns
for zll these entries (See Forn A); modern registers offer
ample spéce, allowing two pages for the columns.

If a marriage 1s annulled or one spouse died, this
information should be recorded in the Bapticsmal register, so
that the eligibility for re-marriage will be known.

USE

Candidates for First Communion, Confirmation, Matrimony
or Holy Orders write to their parisgn of baptism to obtain a
certificate, which is stamped with the parish seal. If a person
already married attempts re-marriage, the pastor is informed.
(In the last nine years, at St. Mary's, there have bsen two such

casesSe. )

9o

= 94 |




. i 4 e e ek o et . . -
&S indlicated above, the vavticianl register is indicwmenzeblc.

The regilster form, with bound rages, is uscd so that
nothing may be added or deleted surreptitously; once & year,

JURKUE e la , N . .. \
ent to the dliccesan archives (sce

4]

a sunmary of each entry is

INTEGRITY

o¢)

The 2»ecords of RBaptisms at St. Mary's seem to be .complete,

from 1887 to the vresent (See Recoxrd Inventory Sheets, Series 2).

FIRST COMMUNION

The keeping of a Filrst Communion register is nct required
by Canon Law bput is demended by the regulations of the Arcndiocese
of Portlard (See Appendix II). These records are not indexed,
and no summaries are sent to Portland. Reception of Communion
is an inportant step in the ‘life of a Catholic, but this Sac=
ramnent may be received often. If any doubt about the reception
of a First Communion arises, an individual may receive the .
Sacrament of Penance (Confession) and then receive Communion;
only a record of Baptism would be necessary.

Until recently, boys and girls in the Tirst or second
grade were instructed about Communion and then received for the
first time in a group,in a fairly public ceremony. Therelore,

L many entries in these registers are typed lists of names that

ERIC v
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nave boon pasted into the books. Recently,

4

ustom For children to receive thelr First Cornurnicn individu-

(¢}

Yo Some parishes wailt for many of thesc and then record thenm

§~1
)_J

i

o~ ke

all at once, but this increasges the possibilty of error.

[83)

Another recent development i1z the change in the re-
ception of Penance. Formerly, every individual would malke nis
First Confesslion a day or two ogfore his First Communiorn; the
record of the latter served as & record of the ﬁ?mer, Now one
does not start Confessing until & year or more after his First
Communion. 1t is usually assumed that a Catholic would have
made nis rirst Confession before he receives Confirmation,
but there is »no no careful record of this, and sSome new way
of Tecording may be needede.

INFORMATION

Nothing is added to the data in the register of bapitisms
except the date and place of Communion (these are not ente%@ into
the register of baptisms).

USE

Candidates for Confirmation, Matrimony or Holy Orders

write for certificates of First Communion. Since the church,
city and date of baptism are entered, this book may be used for
proof of baptism if a register is lost. | '
IMPORTANCE

Negligible.
SECURITY

Registexr form; copies are not sent,as the data are expendable.
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ard 1937 secem to be missing (See Recowxds Inventory, Series 3),
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as tne recording of baptisms, but the former have been kedt in
detall since the early seventeenth century.

Confirmation may 5e received only once in a person's
life, ard is usually received early in adolescence (there is
now a trend toward postponing recepiion until the midédle or

1

late teens). This sacrament may be administered only be a

&

{" bishop, who usually visits eath parish every thiee years., Sone
menoers Of small churches mirht go to one lerge central church

for confirmation; the records are to be made in the church

n.-’ -

where the confirmation takes p'lce and notitce of it is to be
sent to the parish of baptism for all the recivients. (Form C.)

Canon law, and the RHomen Ritual, cq irez that male and

u
-~ - :“i
ferxale reciplients are to be listed separately; this one often

finds long 1lists, arranged alphabetically, pasted into the

confirmation registers.,

INFCRMATION

The date and place of confirmation and the name of the

gponsor are the only items not already recorded.
USE
Yl Reception of Confirmation indicates continued acitive

ERIC ' 95
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varticirzation in the 1life of the Church and it is tno lact

s
a
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sacramental requircment for datrimony oxr Holy Oxders. Its

reccord coulid

=

ufiice for the thrce sacramrents received before

8]

it, but in practice all the certificates are sent for,.
IMNPORTANCE
¥arginal, as the data are recorded in the baptisn
rexister.
SECURITY
Register book; summaries sent to diocesan archives (Form D).
INTEGRITY

Records at St. Mary's seem to be complete (Series &).
MATRIMONY

HISTORY

There have been many changes in Church law concerning
the condit%ns necessary for a valid marriége. but since the
sixteenth century the requirements in virtually.alllinstances
have included a public ceremony before witnesses. Thus the
records must be complete and clear, including the names of
the witnresses,
INFORMATION

The presiding Minister must note that the fact of the
marriage has been entered in the baptismal register or sent
to the varish of baptism,
USE

The marriage register is referred to only if a court

case (civil or ecclesiastical) arises,

[
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IMPORTANCE

Ve e, . e A oy o e - {» 1 S ey ey ~ 4 o o & ammmn - o 3
'ne reglster containeg the detalile of an imvortant and

|

usually unique event in & person‘’s life. Since not 2l tre
details needed Tor identification ard prood are recorded in

cthe registers of baptisms, the marricge register should be

SZCURITY

Register book; summaries sent to diocesan archives (Sce

INTZGRITY
The marriage records of St. Maryis seem to be complete

(See Series 5).
DEATHS

ISTORY

The Liber Defunctorum, or Book of the Dead, has been
{7 R
kept in its present form since the early -sixteccenth century.

~

INFORMATION

The register contains data needed to identify the deceased
(eeg., Name, Address, Age, Names of Parents or Spouse). If he
received any sacraments just before death - Baptism, Penance,
Communion and/or Matrimony = these are recorded, so that the

state of his soul just before death can be known as closely

as possible. Since 1life isf'changed, not taken away® (Mass for

the Dead), this register approximates a liber de statu animarum

of those who have entered the after+life.




Alwmost no official use; it can be conculted Lo verify tnre
& person wno wishes to re-marry.
“inimal; interesting for sonme entries, for example, the

1
caouse of death.

Register book; summarlies are sent to the diocesan archives
(See Form F).
INTEGRITY

Records of deaths in St. Mary'’s parish seem to be
complete (Series 6). There are ro entries between December

1892 and April 1894, but there may have been no deaths then.

STATE COF SOULS

HISTORY

Parish censuses have been required since the Council
off Trent and have recorded approximately the same information
since the early seventeenth century.
INFORMATION

These annual census cards note the sacraments that have
been received by every member of the family. (Foiler &)
USE

In constant use by the priests of a parish to find out
everything from the phone number of a parishioner to the state -
of his marriége.
IMPORTANCE

Indispendable for the daily activities of a parish.

18
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SECURITY

fy

Ve iy o~ ey s - e, = [T . e, e e - de
irese awe the only canonically regulzisd zocords thai

bl Y

any be kept on index cards instead of in & rogliscer book: since
the information on them is dated ravidly, there is less fear
of their being lost or altered. However, because they contain
information of a very private nature on living persons, they

!

are kept under lock in'key in a desk or file drawerc.
As these are of value only in the local parish, no
summaries are sent to the diocesan archives, IFf a parish is

divided and =z new cnurch erected, the census cards are also

EVALUATION

In the report of the 1937 Histoirical Records Suxvey,
St. Mary'!s parish received a rating of PExcelleni* It de=
serves the same rating today. A1l necessary records are kept,
they are in good condition and are carefully incdexed.

The evaluvation of the record keeping system of the
Catholic Church is more difficult. The register nmethod can
be effective and is esvecially useful for security when

- v

records are made in many different places. Nonetheless,

there is too much duplication in the system as it is now used.
One advantage of this duplication might be the rapid adpption
of a more centrallzed system, as summaries of all the important

sacramental records have already been collected in each diocesan

Chancery COffice.

ERIC 1 |
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Bougearaen, L. Lincoln and B1llis, Adam C,, Canon Law: o Text and
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Commentary (“Ll“;dicc Brucc, 1940).

A standard work; tne text is nct cownlete and “the coxmaniary
Tten merely restates the canon.

lfl Cre 200N,

Decrees of the Fifth 13f'ovmci'll Council of Portvliand
lish Translation.

June 18, 19, 20, 1957. Avthorized Lng

cene. What Is ‘wron Law? (New York: Hawthorne Books, 1950).
Twentieth Century Encyclopedia of Catholicism, V. 80,

& snort but very heloful introduction.

O‘*Rourke, James J. Parish Registers: an Historical Synorsis
and Commentary (Wasnington, D. C.: Cathnolic U. of America,
1934). The Catholic University of America Canon Law
Studies, No. 88, )

The worX for an understanding of the topric of this
vaver., Writing ié¢ functional and spnrinkled with Latin,
but usually comprehensible,

Woywod, Stanislaus (rev. by Smith, Callistus). A Practical Com-
mentary on the Code of Canon Law. 2 Volumes {(New York:
Joseph F. Wagner, Inc., 1948). ' J

NEW CATHOLIC ENCYCLOPEDIA ARTICL“Skjﬁ'j/

“Archives,* by K. 4. Fink (I, 769-~70).

Tells of archival org ganizations in tle CatkoWic Cnurch:

Pontifical Commission for the Eckhlesiastical Archives of
Italy (similar commissions planned for other countries);
Associazione Archivistica Ecclesiastica (est., 1956; open

a
to all, though mostly Italian church archivists); it
pudolisnes Archiva Ecflesiae, holds congresses and encourages
enrollment in the Poqtif;cal School of Paleography, Diplo-
matics and Archives,

1rar(I, 77052).

“Archives, Zcclesiastical,® bytﬂ-47,'
Summary of canons 375-84,
“Archives, U. S. Catholic," by E. R. Vollmar (I, 770-2).
Mentions several outstanding depositories, including Porte

land, Oregon. Bemoans the failur:to keep records in the
parisnes.,
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ARCHIVLS
Barry 2inh, YArchives of tne Roman Catholic Chnurch in the

T :
s .0
United States: History and Holdings.®

Trhe Ralation of Active Hecord Cffices to Archives in
the Catholic Church.?®

. “HeTerence Sexrvice in Catholic Church Lrchives.?

Three unpuplished (so far) vaners done &5 partia

tial re-
guirenesnts of a Seminar in Arcnives, part of an Insti-
tute in Archival Librarianship at thp School of Librari-
anship of the Univeristy of Oregon, LurTene, Cragon.

The papers were written in October and’ movemocr, 196
411 include bibliographies. Special reference is mad
St. Mary'!s Catholic Churche.
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APPENDIX I
CANONS CONCZRNING RECORDS - LNGLISH TRXTS

T Tollowing texts are quotations or paravhrascs frox
the Code of Canon Law (Codex 1ris Carorici; nence, CIC).

The follewing section on canons 375 to 384 is quoted from
Woywod, V. I, pp. 153-155.

The Diocesan Archives

279. The bishop shall provide a safec and convenient place
for the archives of the diocese. A catalogue or index of 21l the
docurents with a summary of their contents shall be carefully
made. (Canon 375). Each year, within the first two months, the
catalogue shall be brought up to date, and all the documents of

he past year classified. The Ordinary shall institute 2 careful
inguiry about documents missing from the archilves, and he has
aug?ority TO use any necessary means to have them returned (Canon
378). :
The archives shall be locked, and nobody shnall be allowed
to enter them without the bishop's or the vicar-generald®s and the
chancellor's permission. The chancellor only shall have a key
to them (Canon 377). Without the bvishop?s or the vicar-general?®s
permission, no one 1is allowed to take any document out of the
archives, and all documents nust be returned within three days.
The Ordinary only may allow a longer interval, and this favor should
not be easily granted. He who takes any document out of the ar-
chives, must leave a signed recelpt for it with the chancellor
(Canon 378)

280. The bishop shall also have a special place for docu-
ments that must remain secret. Each year, as early as possible,
the documents of trials for bad behavior, the subjects of which
have passed this life, or 1in whose case ten years have elasjed
since thelr sentence was pronounced, shall be taken out of the
archives and burnt. A brief summary of the case and the text
of the final sentence 1s to be kept for reference. A catalogue of
the documents contained 1in the Secret Archives shall be drawn up
and revised each year, as is demanded by Canon 375 for the general
archives (Canon 379,

The Secret Archives should be so constructed that they can
be opened only by the use of two different keys - one to be
kept by the bishop (or administrator Apostolic) and the other
by the vicar-general (or, if there is no vicar-general, by the
‘chancellor). Only the bishop ofrthe Apostolic administrator may
ask for the other key to open, without any witness, the secret
archives (Canon 379, 3-4). Immediately after having taken possessicn
of the diocese, the blshop shall designate a priest who, during a
vacancy or during the time thet a bishop is hindered from exercising
nis jurisdicticon, shall keep the key of the secret archives which

the bishop had (Canon 380)
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281. In scction 221, Woywod parazhricoces cancns 281 and
382, in which provisions ior iintaining the integ-
ity of the Secret Archives between the tine of the
death of one bishop and the time of the arrival of
his successoreoie e
Archives at Othexr Churches
282. The bishop shall insist that an inventory or catalosue
be made in two copies of the documents of cathsdral, collegiate
and parochial churches and of confraternities and dioceszan in-

CEEs
stitutions. One copy shall be kept in the rezpective archives ard
the other in the episcopal archives. The rulez of Canons 470,
1522 and 1523 must herein be observed. Original documents shall
notv be taken away from any of the ecclesiastical archives, except
urder the conditions laid down by Canon 378 (Canon 333).

283, The documents of the parochial and of vhe dioccesan
archilves which are not of such a nature that they must be kept
secret, may be inspected by anyone who has an interest in then.
Anyone may also ask that a legal copy be made at his exvense and
given to him. In the matter of exhibiting documents or issuing
coriles of the same, the chancellor of the Curia, the pastor anrd
ofther custodians of arvhives chall observe the rules made by the
legitimate ecclesiastical authority, and shall in doubtful cases
consult the local Ordinary (Canon 384).

Thus far the quotation Trom Woywod. 4 briefl summery of
the same canons {(375-384) is found in the article, *Archives,
Ecclesiastical,® New Catholic Encyclopedia, V. I, p. 770, by
C. A, Kekumanse. .

The Tollowing section on canon 470 is quoted from Woywod,
Ve I, Ppre 195-196. It is part of a section entitled, “Obliga-
tions of the Pastor.®

348. The pastor must keep the parochial records of Bap-

‘tism, Confirmation, marriage and the deceased. He shall take
care to have the census books as correct as possible, and shall
Xeep these books with great care and according to the approved
custom of the Church or the regulations of the bishop. In the
vaptismal record shall be inserted &also a notice avout the Con-
firmation, marriage, or subdeaconship, or solemn religlous
orofession, saving the marriage of conscience dlscussed in Canon
1107. When issuing baptismal certificates, these facts should
always be mentioned in the certificates. At the end of each year

the pastor should send an authentic copy of the records of the
parish to the episcopal Curia with the exception of the census
book (Canon 470, 1-3). Various Canons of the Code demand that the
notice of the Confirmation, marriage, subdeaconship, and sSolemn
religious profession be sent to the pastor of the parish where

of tne fact in the baptismal record in the margin opposite the
individual records. If, in some of the record books, there is no

‘ space left for the entry of such notice, a mark can be made at

the name of the person?s baptismal record and the notices can

L be kept in the appendix,. '
ERIC The pastor shall have a parochial seal and a safe place
'03 101‘) .

. the persons were baptized, and the pastor is to make an annotation
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

»

¢ ne ghould also

for the above-mentloncd parochicl boolz, wne
' naey be

keoep the bishop's letters and otner docuncnts that 1
i1seful or neccssary to keed (Canon 470, 4).

The following is my own translation of ©
part of canon 576, 2, Tound in O'RouxrlMe, . 63

Canon 576, 2. When someonc nakes a solcmn profcession of
vows, his Superior should inform the pastor of the church where
the candidate was baptized, as provided in canon 470, 2.

The following is from Woywod, V. I, DD, bOl—MOé and 42

1.
Canons 777 and 778 govern the recording of baptisms; canons 798
and 796 govern the recording of confirmations,

Of the Record and Proof of EBapticn

674, The pastor shall carefully end without delay enter
in the btaptismal records the names of the persons baptized, the
minister, the parents and sponsors, the date and place of the
baptisn.

In the baptism of illegitimate children the name of the
mother is to be entered, if her motnerhood is publicly krovin,
or if she of her own accord acks in writing or oefore tvo wit-
nesses that such entry be made, Also the name of the father is
to be entered, provided he himself demands it of his own accord

in writing or before two witnesses, or if he is known to be

the father from some public and authentic document. In other ceses
the baptism is to be recorded as of a child of unknown father or
of unknown parents (Canon 777).

678. If baptism was not given by the proper pastor, or in
his presence, the minister shall as soon as possible inform the
pastor of the domicile of the person baptized about the baptism

(Canon 778).

Of the Records end Proof of Confirration

695. The pastor shall eanter in a book kept specially for
this purpose the names of the minister of Confirimation, of
the versons confirmed, of the parents and the sponsors, also
the date and place of Confirmation, besides making note of
the Confirmation in the baptismal record, as demanded by Canon
470, 2 (Canon 798).

If the proper pastor of the person confirmed was not present,
the mirister of Confirmation shall either personally o¢x through
another inform the pastor as soon as possivle of the conferring
of the Sacrament (Canon 799).
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From Voywod, V. I, p. 641:

973.... tne Ordiraxy in the cose of s , Oor the xajor
uverior in the casc of rellgious O”Quifc with the supcrior's

. [¥]
snmissorials, shall send notice of the ordiination of ecach sub-

- g

C
cucon to the pastor of his pL“ce or beptisn, in ordex that this
rdination may be entered in the baptismzl reccora, as Canon 470,
, demands (Canon 1011).

Vo Lo

From Bouscaren and Ellis, pp. 543 and 54L-5:

&
who is teking his place must au scon az possible enter in th
narriage record the names of the contracting partics and w1une“°es,
the vlace anrd date of the ce(eb*atlor cf the marriage and oth
entries according to tne method prescribed in rituval books an

by his Ordinary; and thls, even though another preist delegated

by nimsell or by the Ordianry assisted at the marriage.

2. Moreover, according to canon 470, 2, the pastor shall
note also in the baptismal register that Lhc Dh¢ty has contracted
marriage on a certain day in his parish. In case the party was

aptized elsewhere, the pastor of the marriage shall, eithexr
versonally or through the episcopal Curia, send notice of th
rarriage to the pvastor of baptism, so that the marriage may be
recorded in the baptismal register,

nen 1103, 1. &After the mzrriage, the pastor or the one

Canon 1107. A marriage of conscience is not to be recorded
in the usuval matrimonial and baptismal registers, but in the
special book mentioned in canon 379, which is to be kept in the
secret archives of the Curia.

From Bouscaren and Ellis, p. 623:
The Record of Death

ATter the burial, the minister shall inscribe in the
register of deaths the name and age of the deceased, the name of
nis parents or spouse, the date of death, the sacraments wnich
he had received, and the place and time of the burial. (Canon 1238)

From Woywod, V. II, p. 312:

1784, ... The principal public ecclesiastical documents
ETE: eeso (4) records of baptisnm, confirmation, ordination, re-
ligious profession, marriange and death, which are preserved in
the Curia, or the parish, or the ¢e11glous organization; also
written attestations taken from the said records made by pastors,
or Ordinaries, or ecclesiastical notaries, and authentic copies
of them (Canons 1812 and 1813, 1).

From Woywod, V. II, p. 383:

1893. The local Ordinary has the duty to see that an an
notation regarding tne declaration of nullity of a marriage is
mzde in the baptismal and matrimonial records where the marriage
was recorded (Canon 1988). (}7

1
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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DTIOCESAN DZCREES CONCERNING RECOIDS - ZINGLISH TEXTS

The following texts are from the Dzcrees of the Firltl

-}

Provincial Council of Poxtland in Oreson: Authorized Twveliszi

Decree 145

The parish priest shall »nrevare and exhibit to the Bishop

on nis visitation the following books:
1. Bavtismal book, according to Canons 470,2; 777;

1988; with a note as to the place, date, month, an
year of birth. N
First Communion book, in which the communicants are
listed by name.
Confirmation book, accoxrding to Ceanon 798.
Marriage book, according to Canons 1103,1; 17233
with mentlon made as to wnether the banns weze
called, as to any dispensation, arnd if applicable,
as to the use of t“e Pauline RMiVLLegu, or the Pri-
vilege of the Faith, or a Dispsnsation super rato

5. Book of the Dead accordlng to Canon 123&:

6. Book of the History of the varish in wahich shall be
commemorated: the beginnings of the church or
missions; the founder; the builder; foundation date
and title; and the chief events in its history, such
as its growth, the names of older parishnioners, and
sucn other items as might later form material for a
forrmal history.

7. An inventory of church propertieS....

8. ‘Account booKeoeoso

9. Cemetery bookeos.

10. Book of the state of souls, according to the Roman
Ritual.

A
*

W

Decres 146

All these books shall be kept locked in the parish archives;
and they belong to the parish, not to the parisn priest.

Decree 147

1. The parish books shall be keot in the manner and form
prescribed by the Ordinary.

2., They shall not be made out with a ball vpoint ben, but
with 2 ven and permanent ink, so that they may be microfilmed.

3. Should any change have to be added, or signed, by a
priest, it shall be made only in the margin. Neither erasure nor
correction is permitted. And pages shall never be removed,

108
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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In January of each year the parish priest shall sce that
an accurate and lezibol copy is made of the precedinz year's en-
tries in the baptismal, confirmation ard marriage books arnd the
book of the dead; he shall send tnis to the Curia by the 20th

of the month.
Decree 150
l. A parish priest or an admninistrator, on the day he
leaves the parish Tor good, shall, 1n the presence of tn
or the Ordinary’s delegate, give to his successor: the key
the archives, and an inventory of the books, documents, and other
parish propertyeeees

Decxree 120

{From the section on Vicars Forane, or deans: fThe Dean/
will insoect the parish books mentioned in Decree 145, "seeinz to
it that any irregularities of tThe parish priests in keeping their
parish account books are rectified. ‘
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e higsteory of St. axyiz Cothnolic Crnurch,

the status of Bugene before the first resident pricst errived in

»

e administrative district
of a rarish in Jacksonville or Corvallig, then sacrazmental records
of people in Eugene would be kep

If, on the other hand, Eugene belonged to no parisn and

was serve I n occasional ¥circult rider,® then SaCra-
was served only by a casiornal ¥circult rider,' then the sacs

(@]

mental records would have been sent directly to the archdiocesan

archives in Oregon City (until 1862) or in Portland.

This chronology has several weak pocints: 1) not all vossible

A

sources have been used (I am still searching forsome items); 2) the

-~

history of the Catholic Church in Eugenes has not been integrated
into thsz history of the Archdiocese of Portland; 3) the lives of

the veople who served St. Mary's - both clergymen and layaen - have
not been recountced.

The history of St. Mary'ls should be written. Even if nore
information for the period from 1853 to 1887 is not found, there
is enough material in the parish collectiocn {(described in part at
the erd of the bibliography) to tell the story of the priests and
parishioners since 1887. I hope that this chronology, with its many
cnices and its annotated bibliography, will make it unnecessary

refe

]
H

for some future writer to retrace the ground I have covered.
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1846 1646
June: bBugene Skinncr filed o doration land clain and became
the first settler in BEugencCity, now Zuxcnc. (Coonz, 1).
Francis N, Blanchet was apvointed bishod of Orsgon City.
(OtHera 1925, 98). The center of tho diocese was later moved 1
to Portland. Since the cstablishment of the diocese preceded
the &“Tqul of Catholice in Euxvgene, all officizl records
of Et. lMary's parisn have always belonged in Oregon,

1848 13423
February: the First Provincial Ceouncil c¢f Oregon was held
in Oregon City. There were 10 diocesan priezts, 2 Jesuit
priests and several nuns, (Mahon II, 920; O‘Hara 1925, 115,)

1850 1850

Sometime in the 1850%s Blanchet vicited :
ized the congregation there., (Butts, 29)

i851 1851

Summer: James Croke becdmp the Tirst resident priesc in
Portland. (CS 14 Dec., 1911, 1); {(cf., Schoenberyg, 32).
Croke signed the parish registers of St., John the Evange-
ligt Church, Oregon City, in June, July and Scptember,.

(Nichols, 318=9)

3

Fatner Croke visited Zugene in the suamer,

Tirst Catholic priest in Eugene., (E-G L Jan 9#2, L,
One source reports he found not lJatholics abl,
Hut other socurces say he was & T*-1 sionary to Lhe ciLy T
1853 to 1859, JOLT eying there ery sumncer from his parish
in Portland (0!Hara 1911 16~m3 i” 2; CS 1939, 57},

A letter of Croke says ne Cc7CDT°u“a ¥Mass in August, 1853,

14 miles south of Corvallis - the first Mass in that part

of the country. (0J 2 Fecbe. 1936, 8.) Since Crcke wes ade
ninistering sacraments outside his own parish, the sacranmental
records should have been sent to the diocesan artinives in

Oregon City.
1855 1855

"here were 303 Catholics in Oregon (Clark/Down, 663) and\
113 Catholics in the Willamette Valley (O'Hara, 1911,/
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v NI - da Jo ot
wdie of Tne Cahathoelic

QA Lo oseare of Indlan s nturwc:;::
o mold in California el osettlers,
Phere were only & churchcs 0y, L
cludiny Janes Croxe in YPordlian Loratriclr nclin in
Orggon City (O%icpra 1911, 132-3), Schools and octhnar 1Mo0ie
“Tutions nad cloced; ¢ll nuns and regular pricits had ilelt
the diocese (OfiHara 1923, $86-7).

NOTE : From the mid-i18350%s uvntlil 1587 the history of &t,
Haryis is difficult to trace, I sholl 1ist the inforiste
tion I have found, in the nooe that it will be of assistanc
in the writing of & fuller history of the parizhn,

-+

(3
i
a

1861

In Jacksonvilic, St. Jocepn'!s Cathelic Churcen was built,
with funds collected by C-okca Croke had become affillated
with the archdiccese of San Franciso in 1837 and nmoved
there no later than early 1859 (0%Hare 1925, 130); he was
replaced in Portland by Mackin in 1856 (CE 1939, 57).
A note in the Jacksonville MusSeum =ays that for many years
St. Josevhniie parish included many out-iying areas, includin
Tugene; that would mean that the sacramentaol records of
Tugene would have been entered in The registers in Jackson-
ville and would have bean trarsierred, whern The church was
closed in 1940, either to Portiand or to the parish in
ledford wnich still has Jacksonville as one of its “mission
It seems unlikely that the Jacksenvilis pastor was responsi
Tor Eugene, 28 & church was opsned in Coxvellis by 1361,
wnen Jacksonville begzaen having & resident pastor. Also,
Francis X. Blanchet (nephew of the Archbishopd) served in
Jacksonville for ten years - 1883 to 1873 - and wrote a
book about it but never mentloned Eugenc,

‘ 1861 1851

J. F, Pierens becane the Tirst resSident priest at Jackson-
ville (C3 1939, 57).

St, ¥ary'!s Church in Corvallis was Founded; for many years
it wos the only Catholic church in the Southern part of the
Villanmette Valley and sexved an area now divided into at
ilcast 8 parishes, c Fel

including Eugence (0J 2
Records of this church should contain informa
Catholics in Eugene,
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"he Baptist church was established in Oregon very eurly in the
history of the terrlitory. 1In this paper I will attempt to tell
about some of the bagsic beliefs of the Baptists, trace some of ihe
history of the Baptists in Oregon, and explore the history of tihe
First Baptist Church of Eugene. A later section of the paper will
deal with the records of Eugene First Baptist Church.

The Beptist church has seversl basic beliefs which must he
uncdersteod in order to explain some of the history of the cenom-
ination. The Ffirst of these beliefs is the belief in the Hible
as the supreme rule of faith and practice. The Baptists' doctrine
and church policy is taken directly from their conception of scrin-
tural teaching.l The Baptists believe that personal feith in Christ
ie a8 prereguisite to baptism, They insist that the believers be
baptised,.and that immersicon is the only form of baptism that is
manticned in the scriptures. Therefore, immersion is the only type
of baptism that they will allow., By insisting on personal faith
before baptism they &liminate infant baptism. They also insist
that there be clear-cut evidence of réligious experience bhefore
there can be an admission to chufch memhership.2

The Baptists oppose any distinction between their'Clerqy and

the laity which would resemble priesthood. " The ministers are chosen

.by & vote of the congregation and are not regarded as having any

special ectlesiastical authority.3 In the early history of the

Baptist church in Oreqgon the ministers were often referred to as
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elder rather than reverend. Individunl helievers have direct zc-
cess to God through the meditation oflﬂesus. They cn not have to
have a minister &s an intermediary.b

Baptist churches have the conqgregational farm of church gov-
ernment. R1) members of the church have egual rights and priv-
ileges in the administration nf the church, and all members have
equ=al standing before God in spiritual matters.5

One of the most important concerns of the Baptists is the be-
lief in the autonomy and freedom of the local church. They will
go to great lengths to defend it. Convertions, societies, and és—
sociations are voluntary oroanizations and theoretically do not
pcssess any authority over the local churcheso6 However, they of-
ten have a great deal of influence by means of thelr reports, re-
commendations, and resolutions.7

The first Beptist church in Oregon, which was @lso the first
Baptist church west of the Rockies, was founded on May 25, 1844,
on the Tualatin Plains. It was named the West Union Church.8 The
first churches were usuzlly located near streams in order toc have
water both for general use and for babtizing.9 The stream was
needed for baptizing because of the Baptist reguirement for baptism
by immersion and the lack of baptistriés in the early churches.lD
Farly Baptists in Oregon came from both the North and the South,
but the majority were from the upper South. They brought two dif-
ferent traditions of types of ministers with them. The New England
tyne pastor was usually well educated and had cultural atteinments,

while the typical Southern pestor was of the fermer-preacher typ?.

29
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He mode his living by ferming during the week end presched on Sun-
diy. The farmer-preacher nften socoke extemporeously rather ih&n
having @ prepared sermnn of the tyoe the New Englaornd tyne pastior
ncve. The majority of early Beptist ministers im Orecon were of the
farmer-preacher tvpe.l1

Baptist churches often formed voluntary assccistions to help
coofdinate the efforts of the local independent churches. The
first Saptist association west of the Rockies was formed by five
churches at West Union, Oreaon, on June 23 and 24, 15&5.12

daptist belief in personal interpretation of the Scripturés
has contrihuted to their tnndencvvto have splits and controversies.
There were also splits over social issues of the day. Almost all
the denominations in the United States split ovaer ithe slavery issue.
The Baptists split inm 18&5.13 In Oregon some of the Associations
condemned slavery and others, principally the Corvallis Association,
continued to advocate slavery. In 1864 (actually 1863), Eugene First
Haptist Church changed its association from the Corvallis Assoc-
iation to the newly-formed Umpdua Association which was opposed
ta slavery.lu

A movement that developed in the Béptist church that led to
controversy in the 1660's and beyond was the movement called Land-
markism. Landmarkism was a high-church movement among the Bapiists.
It denied the existence of a universal church and stressed the pri-
mzcy of the local church. Landmerkists did not wish to cooparate
with other demnominations and would not eccept 3lien immersion, which

was baptism by immersion by a minister who was not a Eiaptist.‘5
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whoen the movemaent hoaoan to die out the Landmakers cloimes 14 wao

tecause of a policy of discrimination in micssion zpnonintirents

T

, bButv
it was bhasically because Drnéon Landmarkers lackqd Lrained lewder-
ship ano were representetives of @ Scuthern provincial heritage
that could not be maintained in the grouwing populstion centers cf
the Pacific Northuest.16
The Primitive or 0ld School Baptist mavement wes primzrily
an anti-missianary mavement. It develuped as a reactian tao the
missiaonary activityiwhich began in the early nineteenth century.
The Primitive Baptists distrusted central autherity. They cpocsed
Sunday Schools because they had not becen established bv Christ aor
the Apostles. Tﬁey also frowned aon revival meetings because ihey
believed that conversian was the work aof God. They did not went
to cooperate with or associate with missionary Baptists. Their
ministers were af the farmer-preacher type who received little or
no pay and warked an their farms during the ueek.l7
Some of the Baptists were interested in sacial concerns and
active in campaigns to better conditions. After.the concern aver
slavery in the early histary of the Bagtists in Oregon the major
concern and a very long-lasting concern was temperance. Many
Baptists became involved in the temperance mavement. Because of
this involvement Heptist churches shifted from wine to grape juice
for cemmunicm.18 During the last part aof the nineteenth century
and the beginning of the twentieth century Oregon Baptiste also
showed an interest in city anti-vice campeigns and some institution-

alized social uork.;g



The next major movement, which wae particulerly activez in tre

3

1520's, wsys the Fundamentalist movement. The mejor beliefc of ing
Fundementalists were in the inmerrzncy cf the Bible, the virgin cirth
of Christ, tte deity of Christ, the substitutisnary =ztornement of
Christ, and Christ's bodily resurrection and physical return. Thnis
croup also oprosed the teaching of evolution.20 In Oreqon the Funcz-
mentalisls were greatly concerned about the possibility of evclution
being taucht at Lin_field Cnllege. The fundamentrlist ccntircversy
stzrted in 1820 at the Northern Baptist Convention and built up in
intensity until the 1926 corvention. After reaching that peak it
declined.Zl In Oregon Baptist funcamentalists cooperated witn other
fundementalists of a Czlvinist heritage in the struggle against
liberelism, Thev did not usually cooperate with anyone unless tney
wzre of a Calvinist heritege.22 In faét, Baptists in geﬁeral do not
like to werk with other religious groups.z3 Some Oregon EBaptists
in this periaod of the 1920's also cooperated with the Ku Klux Hlan.zh
The fundamentalist controversy developed into the Conservative
ccntrovery in the l9bD‘é. In 1943 a controversy arose about an
apnointment of a foreign secretary for the American Baptist Foreign
Mission Society. The Conservative Baptist Foreign Mission Society
was organized in Chicago by the fundamentalists on D=cember 15,
1843. A number of Oregon churches began to contribute to the new
society.25 Anothe group on the national level, the Fundamentalist
Fellowship, beceme more and more critical of the theologicsl liberal-

ism which it thought it saw in the Northern Baptist Convention. 1In

1946 this group changed its name to the Conservative Haptist
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, .26 . .
Frilowship, The conservatives tried to g2t control of the M

Vs

i
cr
o
T
i
a

Buptist Cunvantion in 1046, but were defeuted so sol azoul Forming o
new cunvention., The Conservotive Gaptist Nssociction of Amorics wes
Formed in May, 19b7.27
In Oreqon there was one nroup of fundamentalicts ihat wanied to
senparate from the Northern Bsptist Convention and another group,

celled Loyalists that wanted to retain close ties with the Norihern

. . 8 . . .
Baptist Conventlon.z The Oregon State Conventicn in 1G4% was or

[0

gi-
nally scheduled for Eugene, but the fugene First Baptist Church was
afraid of repercussions within the church set off hy the Convention
sa the site was moved to Portland.29
In Gctober, 15486, thens;ate board of the Oregon State Baptist
Convention passed a resolution defining a church in good standing

4

that could send delegates to the conventicn. The tests uhicn WEeTE
tc be applied were that the church had to contribute twenty

Vfive per
cent of its mission moneys to Northern flaptist Missions, and, more
important, the church had to be loyal to the program of the Northermn
Beptist Convention.BD The convention started on Ngvember S, ;9&6,
at Portlend First Baptist Church, end both the Conservatives and the
Loyalists arrived in force. The Loyalists were in control of the
Credentials and Enrollment Committee. The convention barresd over
200 delegates from 28 churches, which was almast one-third of the

S0 churches belonging to the state convention at the time.Bl Gn
Uednesday afternoon of the convention week 314 delegates from 51
churches who opposed the convention action met at the Mission Memori-

al Baptist Church. They formed a new convention called the Conserva-

tive HBaptist Association of Oregqon. They divided themselves into
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six srsociational croupinns,  There were no furiher siienpis ab

reconcilietion, Most of the pecple fFeit thst since the bresk had

. . - ) : L 02

come they were better off to go on tham to turn back.
The Conservative Baptist Assoniation of Oregon armo the Cragon

Suate Haptist Convention then beceme rivals in the attamoil tc cain

the support of the Baptist churches of Oregon. 8y the time the

division was completed, the Oregon State Baptist Convention was

-t
411

-h
ct

with only about forty percent of its original membersnip.

The histery of the First Baptist Church of Eugene began early
in the history of the Beptists in Oregon. The founders of the
church ueré part of the overland migration of 1850. They spent The

winter in Utsh, errived in Oregon in the spring, spent the summer

in Yamhill County, and then moved to the Hugene zrea to take up land
claims.jh On July 1, 1852, they orgenized a church. The church was
called the Willamette Forks Baptist Church of Jesus Christ anmd there
were seven charter mambers.35 The seven members came from various
Baptist churches in Missouri and all had brought letters from théir
churches. The seven charter members were Mrs. Sarah Snelling Tandy,
Mahlon H. Harlow, Francis B. Harlow, William S. Tandy, Josephy Meador,

36

and Mrs. Sarah S. Benson. Eix of the seven members were related,
and the seventh soon became related to them by rn::trriage.y7 The first
meeting of the church was held at the loo cabin home of Mahlon H. Har-
low at the forks of the Willamette River. The location gave the .
church its first nare. The beginninq of th= church records reads:

"' July 1st, 1E52, ElderAUincent Snmelling and Elder William Sperry

converied a presbytery at the house of M.,H. Herlow in the Forks af the

13b
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Willamette to cunstitute a church of Jecus Christ. MUH. merlow wos
hr SN
chosen Searatory.  (Elder Snelling acting es Moderator).'"””
The new church adopted "' The Faith of the Bsgtists of the Lni-

ted Stuies as laid down in tne Encyclopedia of Feligious Fnowledoe,
by J. Newton grown'" as its articles of Faith.39 LUillisn Sperry uwes
invited toc preach to the church once & month for a yesr, anc near
the end of July the first business meetinn wes held. At the meating
William Mount became a full member of the church by means of a let-
ter Trom the Walnut Creek Baptist Church of Jefferson County, Ioua.
He was the first additicn to the Church.um

At the business meeting the following month Elizabheth Harper
became the first member of the church to be received by means aof
ccnfession of faith and baptism. At the same meeting Parilla Whit-
more was received inte the church by means of letiter of transfer.
Curing the next five yesars Elizabetn Davis, Elizsbeth Briggs, Nelson
Davis, Elizabeth and Candice Belshaw, G.W. Bond, Elizebeth Beond, A
William H, Bond, Garrett Bogart, Jemina ™, Tandy =nd Harmon DBavis
becama members of the church.L’l

Because of the increesing growth of the Eupene arss ihe members
of the church deciced at their May, 1857, business meeting that they
would hold their meetings in the city of Eugene. M.H. Harlow owned

a hotel at the corner of Eighth and Pearl Streets. The church held

its meetinos there for a mhile.L’2 Meetings were next held at tne ~

Cumberland Preshyterian Church. The first mzeting held there wes on

L3

August 14, 1858. Also on August 14, 1858, the church vaoted unani- :

mously tc bhange its name to the First Baptist Church of Eugene Ciiy.

s




farlier in the vear, on July,17, 1l&5c, they hed colloed ihe Reveranc
G. U. Band to ke pastor for one yeasr at ¢ selary of ilDG.:

The Umpnua Bsptist Association wez organized on Dctwbﬁf 10
1663, because the other associstiaon in the srea, the Corvallic
Asscciztian, was an advocate of slaver\/.‘5 The Eugene crurch velcd
to joim the Umpgua Association on Novemher 14, 1863.b6

Cn April 16, 1864, the First B8aptist Church of tucene bucan
organizino a Sunday School. Joseph Steventon was appointed the
gsuperintendent, and Thomas Belshew was made his assistant. Another
four of the members were appointed as & committee tc eolicit contri-
butions for s library. In September of the same year the church ce-
cided to build its own buildirng of worship as sooun 2s 1t was possi-
ble. The committee appointed to solicity funds consisted of Mre.
Brumley, Miss Morse, Mrs. Belshaw and Mrs. Harlow. The building com-
mittee was J. L. Brumley, Joseph Steventon, Thomes Belshasw ano M. H.
Harlcw. They were given the power to secure @ lot on which to build
the church. The lo% chosen was on the corner of Eighth and Pearl,
and was the site of the church for more than sixty years.

In 165 the Eugene church changed From‘a guarterly to a oi-
montnly observance of communion. The church later changed to a
mcnthly observance. 0Only church members could take part 1in comﬁﬁ-
nion, and, since immersion was recuired befcre a perscn could be-
come a church member, @ person had to be baptized by immersion be-
fore he could take communion.hB

The new church building was completed in 1667. The church

signed a nnte which wes fayable to Maylon Harlow in payment for work

13




core on and material furnished for the church., It wze renewol @

yesr later z2long with another note whick wee given for the interzat
cue. In 1665 the church mortoaged the property for $350 to psy the

qQ o)
nDtD.h' In 1867 the church alsa conducted a Chrisimas nregram.””

(S

Juring the next few years the Eugene church frequently chanced
ministers. 0One aof the pastors during the period, T. M, Meriin, who

served in 1868 and from 18'71-18'72,5l had his ordinstion recellied

bv the church in 1875.52 Members could alsc be dismissed. 0Of the

eleven members of the BEugene church at the end of 1852, six were
later excluded from the church.53 Another of the pastors during
this period, B. S. McLafferty, who served from 1860 to 1863, was &n
active supparter and promcter of the foreign mission (:ause.Sl+

The early rules of decorum in the Baptist churches in Crecon
required @ unanimous vote By the membership of the church in croer
for a person to be received as a member. This rule began to change
in 1876 when the Eugene Church started requiring at lesst five nega-
tive votes for rejection of would-be members.55 Church members were
@also subject to church discipline, even after they had been tried
in & civil court.s6 "In 1889 the Eugene First Baptist Church turned
over to its Advisory Committee much of the responsibility of initi-
aiing disciplinary action and permitted church commititees to hesr
disciplinary cases although such cases could still be brought befare
the church as a uhole."57

The Reverend Claiborne M. Hill became the pastor of the Eugene

First Baptist Church on October 29, 1884, During his minisiry the

church building was sold, removed, and a new church built on the lot.
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It becomz the central bullding for severel rewoccoelings end enlerge-
ments. When DOr. Hill resignecd in 1850 tc becnme the Gereral Micsiin-
ary iVor Oreoon and the Secretary of the Basptist State Convention

there were 157 members listed on the membership roll

t—

of the church

ur

<

5

(04

ano Sunday School attendance averaged around sixty.
Anagther period of growth took place cduring the ministry of
Or. Cra C. Wright who serveq from May 1, 1904, to Auqust 1, 1©10.
The church was remodeled and Sunday School rooms were zdcsed. Perry
and Elizabeth Frank donated a parsonage, and Mrs. frank gave & bell
to the church which it still possesses. Church membhership increascd
from 300 to 583, and the church property was valuad at %25,000. The
church at that time had a seating capacity of 900.59
During the pastorate of the Reverend Henry Wilson Davis, 1910
to 1917, the basement of the church was finished and a kitchen with
a pastor's study above it'was added at the north end of the church,
Rev. Davis took a lesve of absence for six months in 1917 for Y.M.
C.A. war training and then resigned to help with the army work of
the Y.M.C.A. overseas.
Rev. Charles Dunham became the pastor of the church in 1517,
The orowth of the Sunday School had completely filled the church
building and it was remodeled. In 1921 the basement wss enlarged
for Sunday School classes, but more room was still needed. In May,
1622, the church set aside ¥500 to start a building fund fcr a new

church building. Mrs. G. Y. Heaton willed the church $1600 which

hand

was the first donation to the fund. In 1923 the present site of the

church was purchased for 15,000, The following year more than

| Q 1/10 '
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$100,000 in five yesr plednes was securec for the bullding Func.
The emotionsl and doctinol unrest of the time (it wos during the
periog cf the Fundamentzlist controversy) deleyed the constuction
plans, and the minister resigned.Sl |

Dr. Charlies L. Trowin became the pastor on September, 1925,
anc plans were immdiately formulated for the construction of the neu
church., The ground breaking took plsce on May 5, 1%25. The last
church service in the old building was held on Easter Sunoay, April
17, 1627. The new church was formally dedicated on December 4, 1527.
The lot, building, organ, and furnishirgs CDS'.$175,DDO. In 1952
the value was estimated to be $350,000, UWren the building was ctm-
pleted Or. Trawin left to take over a building progrem in Fresno,
California. During his ministry 563 new members were added to the

church.62

On February 23, 1930, Dr. Bryant Wilson was called as pastor
of the Eugene church, but he was unzble to come until May 1&. ODr.
George Burlingame served in the interim. Or. Wilson served until
February 1, 1936.- The church memberéhip increased from 1158 to 1336
during that time. Or. John Snipe served as interim minister from
March 1 until October 3 when Dr. A._ J. Harms became the pastor.
During his time of service an assistant minister was added to the
staFF.63 During Dr. Harms tenure the Histarical Records Survey was

taken. An article in the Oreaqon Sunday Journel from 1938 showed

that Eugene still had only one Baptist church compared to four in

. . 65
the smaller city of Salem.6a Ur. Harms resigned in Oecember, 15940,

in September, 1941, Ur. Uaﬁce H. Webster became the pastor of
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tho rirst Ditist Church of Eunene. He retired in the fall of 1959,

witer hevino served the longest pastorate in the hisitory of ine

m

cacne church. From the beginning of his pastorate until the
church's centennial selebration church membership incressed from
1400 to 2600. The church indebtedness was paid of f in 1343 and

the martcgage burned.l This allowed the Beptists to expand their
ministry. In December of 1942 they had estabiished the 3erecn Chep-
el at 1lth and Chambers. The Willagillespie Chapel wes &added aon
April 11, 1943, the Riverview Chamel in QOcteber, 1544, the River
Road Chezpel in June, 1945, and the Bethel-Danzbo Chapel in Marcﬁ,
155C. The wWiliagillespie Chapel was granted independence on May 10,
1951, Jtners have become indpendent since that time.

The Ann Judson Housz wes organized during World War II. At
first, 1945, it wes.a-rented 2 house, but & year later & building
was purchased at 1332 Kincaid Street. This was located directly
across from the University of Oregon campus. Also in February of
1545 {he church purchased property at 1234 High Street for a par-

67
sgnage.

In 1546, Mr. and Mrs. Frank B, Harlouw t@;gd to give 260 acres
of farm land neer Eugena to the Oregon State Baptist Conventian for

a children's home. Hcwever, a year later the State Public Welfare

Commission refused to give permission for the home. The Convention -

released the Harlows from their promise in November of 1948 and some

of the land was given to the Eugene First Baptist Church., It became

a cemp confernece site.68 The lodge constructed on the land is

navmed Harlow Lodge.69
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As mentioned earlier, the Eugene Firvst Beptist Crhurch was
scrheculed to host th= 1945 Oreqon State Beptict Conventicn, but

withdrew the invitetion hecause it feasrco the controversy tetuzen

ct

he Uonsarvatives and the Loyolists would cause repercussions in
the church. After the split cccurred on the state level the Eu-
gene church became associated with.the Conservative Baptist Asso-
ciatien and a group of state convent}on supporters withdrew from
the church.7U This group formed ane of faur new corgregutions ithat
were organized during 1553 and 1954 and became associated with the
Stéte Ccnvention. The Eugene group formed the Emereld Baptist
Cﬁurch.71

The Eugene First Baptist Church held a whole week of programs
in 1952 to celebrate the centennial of its founding. On July 1,
the actual anniversary day, a histecrical marker was placed at the
site of the Harlow log cabin. That evening a historical pageant
called "Minutes of a Century" was presented.72 The program for
the week iS5 reproduced in tHe booklet called 100 Yeers which the
church issued in commemoration of its bundred years of existence.

In 1952, at the time of the centennial, the Eugere First
Baptist Church had a membership of 2686. The church building at
that time had 84 rooms, 32 closets, 5 kitchenettes, and ons kitchen,
The aucitorium sested 1200, the educztional unit held 1100 pupils,
and there was a gymnasium or social hall capable of seasting 40O
peonle at tables. As part of the centennial program a bulllding

furnd was established to help provide en addition to the Ecucational

Unit of the church.73 The dddition has long since been completed.
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Or. Vance debster retired as pastor of the church in thae Fell

-1

of 1%e9 after twenty-eight years of service. Or. Jack MacArihur

is now the postor ano Ronasld M. Lurdy is the assistant nactuor.

The Baptist Church has no higher bady cetermining what inc
of records zre kept. Each church dztermines ite own record-keeping
nolicies. An example of what a church requires gan be seen in the
by-lauws of the Emerald Baptist Church in the sectior desling witn
the duties of the clerk or clerks.

Article III, Section D

1. CLERK(S) It shall be the duiy of the Clerk(s) tg keep
an accurate permanent record of the vuroceedings of the
Church in its meetings for busiress and read same =
business meetingos. He shall keep an zlphabetical
chronologicel record of the dete and manner of adm ion
and dismission of members; 1issue letters of dismigszl as
directed by the church, conduct its official correspondence,
preserve all documents, papers angd letters coming intoc

his hands during the term of office and deliver seme and
all records kept by him to his successor in office.’h

ot

n

[

and
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Another officer of the church concerned with records is the his-
torian. The duties of the Historian for Emerald Baptist Church
are as follows: -

3. HISTORIAN The Historian shall ccllect and correlste

information, data, letters, pictures and other pertinent

rmaterial relative to the history and progress of this

Church. This material shall be kept and made available

to committees planning anniversary and other pngram5.75

In 1837 the records of the First Baptist Church of Eugene
were surveyed as part of the Works Progress Administration Histor-
ical Records Survey. At that time there were four minute books
covering the period from the founding of the church in 1852 to

1537. The 1ecord for the period 1883 to 18865 is missing. At that

76
time trhe hooks were kept in the office of the church. These
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minute books have been microfilmed for the period 1eS2 e 1oLL wro

1809 to 1837, and the microfiling are aval lahle ai the Cregon Hisori-

-

. . . . . 7
cal Society and at Western Conservative Baeptist Theolonicel Sem;nary./

Early Sunday School repords were not saved. Three Sunday
School record booke covervring the pericd 1912 to 1937 were kept in
the church office.78 The Sunday School records have now BeEen gom-
puterized. Finoncial records from 1912 to 1536 were kept oy the
church treasurer in the vault of the First Nationul Bank., There
were four volumes at that time. Earlier financial records were
given in the church minute books.78

Membership records were kept in books entitled Chronological
Repisters. They listed members, baptisms, and deaths. Accoraing
to the historical Records Survey they are incomplete from 1852 to
1515, but after 1915 they are complete and in good order. At that
time they were kept in the church cffice.?g

The present membership redords are kept by the church Gecre-
tary, Mrs. Ardis Bensan. The record is kept in e register book
and includes the date the person came forward, his name, the date
of his baptism, the manner in which he was jolning the church, and
the dete he was voted in by the congregation. Anocther section Gf
the book lists pzople dismissed frcm the church with thelr addresses
and a list of the deceased. This book is kept im the church office.
The church clerk, Mr. Norman Benton, keeps an almost identiczl rec-
ord, and alsc has control of the non-current membershic books.

These are kept locked in the church safe. The secretery has access

to the books and consults them occasionally to find ocut when a

M3
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menber jolned the church, The church also nuts out an enruel dire

9]

3

tary of members with wddresses and telephone numpers, which leacs mo

to brlieve thut they must have some kird of cerd file for adrrecces
since these are not given in the permanent record. The church
cornsidaored computerizing membership records shout tws yeers ago but
decided against it because of the cost,

The historicel type records are kept in a locked cabinet which

opens into a type of portable library. It is now in neea af r

w©

nalir
so none of i1ts cocntenis can be examinecd &t pfesent. I de not know
if the minute books areg kept in it or in the church safe.

The church itself does not keep any kind qF marriage records.
The secretary chances the names of female members of the church
when they marry, and this is the only thing close tc a merrizge rec-
ord kept by the church. The ministers often keep. some record of
marriages, but it is their own personal rscord and not par® of the
church records.

The baptismal records contained in the membership record asre
of adult bsptism since the Baptists do not believe in infani bao-
tism. Therefore, these records would not be proof of birth but
would only show that the person wes old enough to be considered an

adult by the Baptist Church at the time of baptism.

146
Lis



Footnotes

1. Cliftord R. Miller, baptist RBeninrminng in Creoaon 1
Doctoral gj*fertation, Univer ity of Crecon, 1555, o. L=5,

2. Ihid., p. 5-b.

3. itid., p. E.

L. Ihid.

5. Ihid.

. Toid

7 Ibid., p. EZ.

hicd., p. 29.

p

sertation,
10.
11.
12.
13,
14,
15,

16.

17.
18.
139.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24,
25.
26.
27.
20.
29.
38.
31.
32.
33.
4,
35.
3€E.
37.
386.

39,
LG,
L1,
L2,
L3,
Ly,
45,
LG,

University of Oregon, 1567, p. 1l4.
Thid., p. 30.
Ihid., p. ©6.
Ihid., p. B3.
Miller, on. cit., p. 72.
LWiardin, op. c1t p. 102.
Ibid., p. 170.
Ibid., p. 361, 364.
Miller, op. cit., p. 222-256.
”ardln, op. cit., p. 154, 162.
Ikid., p. b2,
Ibid., p. G62.

1

Ibid., p. 6685, 678, €96
Ibid., p. 729.

Miller, op. cit., p. 5E.
Werdin, oo. cit., p. 767.
Ibid., p. 765-767.

Itid., . 767-8.

Ihid., p. 76E8-9.

doid., p. 770-1.

Ibid., p. 775.

Ihid., p. 778.

Ibid., p. 780-1.

Itid., p. 784-7.

Ibid., p. 7B7-8.

Miller, oo. cit., p. 124,

WPA, Historicsl Records Survey, Lane County.
Eugene First Baptist Church, 100 Years, p. 3.
Miller, op. cit., p. 124,

100 Years, op. cit., p. 3.

Ibid,

Ihid., p. 3-4.

Ibid., p. L.

Ibid.

mpp Historical Records Survey, Lane County.
100 Years, op. cit., p. &.

Wardin, op. cit., p. 102.

100 Years, op. cit., p. &.

147
%S

J‘wu"l 7L ?

5. AlJLrt William Wardin, Thec Bapiists in Oreoon, Doctoral Dis-—



“a. durding op, cit., p. 30-31.

L. 100 Yeers, on. cit., ©o. 5.
St. Wardin, gp. zit., p. 24,

5. 100 VYears, op. cit., p. 19.
Heo lerdin, on. git., p. 76,
53. ™iller, op. cit., p. 146,
54, Uardin, op. cit., p. 128,

. Ihid., p. B.

55

56. Ibid., p. 4S.

57. Ihid., p. 515.

53. 100 Yeers, op. cit., p. 5.
55. Ibhid.

60, Ikid., p. 7.

61. Ihid,

62. Ihid,.

3. Ihid., p. 7-B.

64. Tn2 Cregon Sunday Journsl, February 13, 1938.
65. 100 Years, op. cit., p. 8.

o6, 1bid.

7. Ihid., p. 8-9.

6€. Wardin, po. cit,, p. €57-8.

62. 100 VYears, op. cit., p. 9.

70. Usrdin, op. cit., p. 788.

71, Ihid., p. 680.

72. L3I0 Years, op. cit., p. 22.

73. 1bid., p. 11.

74. Emerald Baptist Church, Eugene, Oregon, By-Laws, 1958,

75. Ibid.

75. WPA, Historical Records Survey, Lane County
77. UWardin, op. cit., p. 972,

78. WPA, op. cit.

75. Ibid.




Hibliography

Emerulu Bantisti Churcn, ECugene, Oreqgon, Fy-laws, 1950

first Bartist Cnerch, Lugere, Oregon, 100 Yesrs; In Covremcro-
tion of a Century for Christ, 1952.

Miller, CYifford R., dantist Beqinninag in Oracon  1obT-1570,
Docteral Dissertation, liniversity of COregon, 155

Tne Crenon Suncday Journal, Portland, February 13, 1938,

il

Jarcdin, Albert William, Jr., The Bantists

in Crecon, Doctorzsl
Dissertation, University of Greccn, 15&7.

Works Prooress Administration, Historicmsl Records Survey, Survey
of Stste and Local Hlstorical Records, Lane County, 1930.

P letde mrE e[S T’ ik e wof RS I'(;.-,-“',"v“) ¢ A
. LR vy I8 S P w7 e b PR ’ ke
\ Mgt - !

[

Y

Q ‘41
1449

i




-

o

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

n

o UY e Gy em e 3 e e LS ey e -
Al UINTINLZGTIANIL nLetory OO

tne Central Prestbyierian Onuoch, Eunone

ey

Charles Palm

Seminar in Archives: #Mr. Duniway
February 25, 1970

W& Q
150 _



The first Presbyterians in Gregon to establish 2 church
were those sent in 1836 by the American toard of Commissioners
for Foreign Missions. This was the ill-fated Whitman party.

On August 13, 1838, Marcus Wwhitman and four other missicnaries,
including Henry H, Spalding, who survived to contribute much
to the Presbyterian Church in Oregon, founded the first
Presbyterian church in Cregon at utinhitman station. The massacre
in 1847 ended this =arly experiment. In the meantime, a second
Preshvterian church was founded at Oregon City on May 25, 1844,
This church, howev2r, was Presbyterian in name only. But one
member, a Robert Moore, was Presbyterian, and when he left, the
church became a Congregationalist church.l*

The first Presbyterian church to survive in Oregon and the

ancestor of those that followed was established at Clatsop Plains

*Footnotes are located at the end of tne paper.
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Ausorie cn Septembter 19, 1640, by Lewis Thorpsoan.,

aained by the Preshytory of misccusi In 863, Thoempson hed

workad ¢34 missinnary in Higoourl bhefor
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Ho travellsd cverland,” end unliliks those wne follcowed céme inda-

Vo Of a missionary board. “ive yzars later in 1851, upcn
a dirsctive from the Presbyterian General Assembly (0id Scnool),

Edward R. Geary and Robert Robe Joined Thomoson in

o

N

jau]

regon wi

."
wt

orders "to constitut

©

the Presbytery of Oregen." Un November 19,
1251, in Geary's home at Lafsyette, the thres men founded the
Presoytery of Oregon. Only one cnurch, the CTlatsep Plains church,
Wwes enrolled.6 The original 1851 reccord bonk of the Presbytery is
on ceposit at the archives of the San franciscan Theological
Seminary, San Anselmn, Californis.

Tha Presbytery at first was attached to the Synod of New York.
A later meerting of liest Coast Presbyterians, including Robert Robe,
at San Francisco on Octocber 19, 1852, established the Synod of the
Pacific. The Synod incluoed the Fresbyteries of California,
Stockton, and Oregon, and was racognized by the General Assembly
of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S5.A. (8ld School) in 1853.8
The boundaries of the Uregon Prestbytery reached from the California
line to Puget Sound and the Pacific Ccean to the Rocky Mountains.
The Presbytery beceme a synod in 1890 with two presbyteries, the
Mresoytery of Fortland and the Presbytery of the Willamette, of
)

which the Eugene church was and still is a part.”

The number of early Presbyterian churches founded in Uregon

is svidence of a burst of ensrqy in the initizl years. At the second
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mec e o the Lrason brosoviery in Cooobar, 1893, ten o nou

monbers vere prosent--<J. L. Yaouils ooho founded the Linn flounty
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church (1853). Yantisn &lsg nelpes 1o orgonize the First
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Church of Portland (1854). Thne Lafayette church

in Yamhil

jo—

county was organized in 1551 by tdusrd R. Seary, who

H
et
4]

2 helpzd to organize ths cutterville Prasbytieriasn Church.,

n vhurch in 1855.12

n!

Rosert Robe founced the bugene Presbyteri
Uther rresbyterian churches established in Oregon in the 1850's
were tnose at Diemond Hills (1853-54), Lelipocoya (1853-5%),
. a A 13 .
rleasant Grove (18:6), Brownsville (1857), veMinnville (1B51),
-~ fa) : a = "L +

Oakville (1853), Scio (1854), =nd Cottege Grove (1E55).

The men who brought Presbyterisnism to Oregon formed a
closely-knit group; they were anythning but ascetic isolationists.

sl or

©
3
ct
H
G

anization was established st the outset; contact with

s

the parent bodies, the Synod and the General Assembly, were

secured before thres cnurches were established; and interaction
among themselves was free and constant. Lewls Thompson, for
example, not only built the first church and took part in the first
Preshytery but helped to organize and reorganize the church in

Portlis

L‘

nd. Edward R. Geary established churches at Lafayette and
Butterville and was a minister &t trownsville between 1861 and
1865 and at Eugene betwe=n 1876 and 1286,

The man who Etrought the Freshyterian faith to Eugene,
Ropaert Rotie, was another of these involved, active missionaries.

His role in the nrganization of the Presbytery of Oregon and the
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United Prestbyviteriens, Jr». Fendzll end Rav. Lilscon
claing were nere. [ Tound Lane County without &
Minmister of any Jenemination znd I was araen there pa
I beliesve by wtihe desire to preach Christ where he had
not been namad. 15

Ltinn County houcver I found “recocunied Sy tha

Tc help finance the church's first building, febe sold his own
lard donsticn claim. He alse orgenized & school in Eucene, and
in order to support himsa2lf and his wirfe worked as the county
school superintendent. After serving the Eugenz church for ten
years, he moved to the Srownsvillsz Church in 1865,
robe came to Oregen in 1851 from Chio, where he was born

Cctober 10, 1821. He graduated frem Washington College in 1847

gnd spent 1848-48 at the Western

—i
oy
p—

enlogical Seminary. In 1650,

he was ordasined by the Fresbytery of Z

17 . e .
year went overland to Cregen. Robe's diary written while

o

nesville, and the next

crossing the plains has besn reprinted in the klashington Historical

Quartarly (January, 1928), 52-63. OUn July 13, 1853, he

married £liza W. Walker. He died May 23, 1809 at Hrounsville.l
According to the first minutes of the church, dated May 10, 1855,

the Presbyterian Church of Eugene was organized on May 5, 1655,

under & spreading oak on the corner of 10th and Willamette. In

addition to Robe, the church had five memhers--George Marshall

and his wife, Erother Thomas Couey and his wife, and Mrs. Renfrew.

rarshnall and Couey wers chosen elders.lg The group held irregular
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In LEnb, Hobe loft Eunone tor orownsuvillie. His reslacoment,

conn wiley, a groduate of brinceton Saminaty, woss cossoibed as

EoVary consecrated anc twienced younrn men," bDut because of 1l1
REaith remained nnly one year. Jntil L1A75, the fugene church was
served oy temporary replécemsnts and shaori-term pasters ihe

years 1475-86, however, werrn yesars cf axpencsion and dedication.
OUuring tne period, Ecward R. Geary served as pastor, Geary had

a8 distinquished background and contribuied much to the church and

to tugene. He was ecucated at Jefferson College and Alleagheny
SEminary;.his brother was mayor of 5San Fransisco, Gaovarnor of kansas
Territory, and Governor of Pennsylvania. desides serving as pastor,
F

tcward Geary was a regent of the University of Oregon from 1877

until his death, which was on Septemter 1, 1886.2l

uihile Geary was paétor, the Presbyterians replaced their
old buildirg after it was damaged by fire in 1882. The seccnd
tuilding, located at dth and Lincoln, wes dedicatesd on Fabruary &4,
1883.22 #lso during Geary's pastorship, the llomen's Presbyterian
Missionary Society was started (1875). In 1898, the Society

. o . . C o 2
merged witn another group to Torm the Ladies Aid Society.

The next important period in the Church's history came in

ct

he years between 1904 and 1912. H. N. i#ount was pastor and he

£

8]

a r

O

narded as & man of cconsiderable organizing ability. The

cnurch mambership increased from 226 in 1506 to 522 in 1912. 1t

was in this period also that the church, following the lead of its
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retzinog Lts old nams, tha Frastviocrian Thoercn of the ULS0AL

o2 tugene church was renamed the Ientral Mree izn Church of

r
<
cF
©
3
s
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fupena, & name it still beors

re

ter the mergar, bkotn churcn hoildings uere sold and 8 nay

Sullding errected. Jdedics

o

ted non Santamhaer 27, 14908, it was

lr ceterd on the Southwest corner of 10%h and Pzerl ond hsd a2

B

sandstone venaer and & large stained-gless window in front.

A manse was added in 1912. LlUnfortunately, the stone proved to be
>

~1

. o 24 :
aulty and in 1916 had to te replaced with wood. This renovated

1

buildi

in served until 1556 when 2 larger mpodern building was
grrected cn 15th bhetween ratterson and Ferry.

The period fvom 1916 t0 1929 also proved to be 2 period of
growth for the cnurch. Ihese years were occudplied by the pasterships
of william M, Case, 1Y16-23, and A. H. Saunders, 19%24-29.

Thne Westminister House was organized in 1920 and 2 new Westminister
House errected in 1927. 4y 1929, ths membzrship stood at 950.25
Norman K. Tully's long residence from 1936 to 1947 was noted
for closer relations with the University, for Tully's learned
grmons, and for his careful management of the church records.2
After 1947, the church grew tremsndously. Rev. Paul 5. Mellish,
who served hetween 1948 and 1956, increased membership to 1408.
Gn January 29, 1956, ground breaking ceremcnies were held for
construction of & mew church building at 15th and Ferry. Un

Gctooer 268, 1556, the cornerstone was laid, and by late December

150
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The koening of racords ot tne Cagera Prestyiecian CThorch

k renamied whe Central Presbyterien CThurch of fegens in 1804, bagon
on May 10, 1855, five days afisr the formation of the church,

The first entry in volume one of the Sessicnel Minutes bears

'

that date. This volumz apnecrs to e 8n oricinel record

if so that makes it the church's eldest record. VPrinted by ihe

=

Syterian Board of Publicaticn, ine volume contains twe hundred

Pre

g

eighty-four pages and is bound by &8 tan leaiher binding. The

N
)

2ssiao

2l Minutes as & whole are net only tne cldest series,
but also the lengest im duration, as nc interruption evidently
gccurred betwesn 1855 and the present time. The series is the

| most valusable recard, fzom a cultural end historical peint of

view, that the church possesses. In them is the record of all
the important matiers periaining to the life and work of the

church, including the names of a8ll church members and of those

The Sessional Minutes are well-preserved on ths whole,
although the older volumes naturally hz2ve begun to show some age.
These volumes should be pleced in tne vault where they will not
be cizturbted. At present they rest on the top shelf, of the church
vault. Unfortunately, as often happens, the top shelf has become
a ratch-all for unwanted meterisl. Thus. large awkward pledge

baptized as the Session received them.
l books have so crowded the ten shelf that retrieval of anything is
3
|

Q 1 ;2
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5 and toloaers oF Looksoweping reccrss have bezn oilad

ziop tne Nla sescionegl volumes., Thoese e poohlaems are an

3%

growth of & hasic fFluw in the present arrengemznt of the archives
in tha2 ghurcn vault., Specific places in iho veult have not sSeen
oesigrated for specific record grovps. In other words, a serson
cringing records to the vault has no specific placs to pot them

except in tne nearest vacant sgot. The sciutlien to this problem
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in cornection with the Subject File Series.
Suffice it to say, that the situztion will eventually have & bad
effect on the perservation of the older volumgs of Sessional
Minutes.

Two other undesirable situations involving the Sessional

[

Minutes are more easily solved. First, volume four, a loose-leaf
volume covering the period 1924-1938, should be rearranged.
Presently, it is arrengad chronologically backwark, i.e. the 1938
minuies appear first and the 1924 minutes appear last. Secondly,
the minutes for 1938-1550 should be placed in a more durable and
accessibls binder. They are now loose in & paper folder, which
itself is mislabelled (reads 1938-48, instead of 1938-50). If
possible, merge these minutes with either volume four or six, both
cf which are loose-leaf volumes.

The second noldest series, the Minutes of the Congregational
M:etings, began in 1867 énd continued 8s & sepnarate record until

1919. After that the Congregational Minutes were kept in the
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interposed Congrecgatvional Minvies woueld be rere easily located, rowsvar

H

where they appear. 1i is recommendsd tnal the two volumes of claer
Congrenational Minctes (16867-151%) ba kept together, perhaps in an
archival box along with cuher nistcrical matrer. At oresent, one
volume is in the black metal box and the ctner on the top shelf of

the vault. Sameday the church veult will be cutgrown 2nd some records
moved out. Keeping records of the same seriss teoether will

minimize the risk of extreme physical separstion.

41}

The informztion in the Church Register dates back te the

beginning of the church in 1855, Hgwever, voilume one, 1855-1315,
canteins original information only =a2fter about 1505. The earlier
information was transcribed into the vslume from ancther scurce.

The evidence of this is clear. A1l entries heaering dates between
the yezars 1655 and about 1905 are in the same hemdwriting. Secondly,
according to an August 29, 1504 entry in the Yessional Minutes, the
church purchased two record books, ons foar the Reglster and cne for
the Sessicnal Minctes. The latter spperently tecame volume two

of tne Sessicnal Minutes. In size, appearance, and name of printer

it is jdentical %o volure one of the Dhurch “egister. E&Even so, the

-

record ie only a partial copy, since information appearing after 1505
is original. This vclume thus snculd remain part of the series

Sunplementing the Church Register are the Master Card File,




Guown clnot aBGh, and the Foaslly Folover File, beoun ehoun 1U57,
(380 s oL oas Foy gnaminles oF tne forms vand Lo thess lwe Titas.)
AL Loroe sories ore dotifoully kent cp-to-dote. Bffort expencec

on toe Maouar Cerg File, howover, bears litfle return.  AY oresent
1% serves no useful purpose and is not used.  The Church Renister

{
[
-3
o
o
C
[
r‘-
n
o
'
—

informztion in fhs

(nresant and departzd) @
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or acoresses, oefore 1957, the

Master Card File functioned successfully &s e reaoy reference

Ayl

tool for xeening treck of membars., Cards were arrangad alphabetizally

oy individual and asccess to often used in

-1

ormation on memncers,
such as addresses and membersnip status, was cuicker with the
file than with tne Register. Since 1957, however, this function was
entirely taken over by tne Family Frlder File, which 18 an
excellent record-keeping system. All chuerch information about a
family is kaspt together anmd recorczsd on the printed format of a
manila folder. Much more infomation can be stored here than on the
Master Cards and access is just as easy. Only one thing would thus
be lost if the Master Card Files wers dispensed with--addresses of
inactive or departed members who were not transferred from the
Card File to the Family File in 1957.

The Pledos Records Series and the tockkeeping Records Series
are the products of the church's accounting system. Since 1561,
& part-time eccountant working in the church has managed these records,
wrich are compiete for the period. The records are kept in annual
accumulaticns in paper folcders. It is recommended that the inactive

folders, which at present are dispersed throunhout the vault, be kept |
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Tecords., Meterial g pacred sg o tigntly an the ton ghelf because

off trhem that one hsoe troutle rewmcving tne smellest Toloer

Feeaing these volumes in the vault ornly a2s long as church members

miqht need them in suprnort of deduction claims en income fex reiurns
P

is @dvisad. If lonner retention is desired, keep them in a place

where space is noft so precious.

The pne tning that will most benefift the church archives is

H

keepinng chors--namely, thz avrangement into smeries

u

g simple houss

{

af & whole host of meterial that has heen Filed without regard to
any orger. In the inventory this material was identified as the
Subject File. The records are grouped mainly i1 folders and

manilsa eanvelops, shelved on the top el

=
i

, on other shelves, atop
tne Sessicnal Minutes, in the file cabinets on the floor, or in the
two boxes of early historical records. Folders dealing witnh the
same sutjzct are not grouped together, and often records in the

same folders bear no relationship to each other. If definite series
were established, this situation could be avoided. A person coming
to the vault with a handful of records, instead cof placing them

in tne nearest vacant spot, would file them -occording te a

prearranged system. Suqnested saries' titles might include Church

ConstrTuction, 12A0-1549; Church Sonstructien, 1950-1957; EBank Statements

and Cancelled Checks; tookkeeping Records; Elueprints and Orawings;

Miscellaneous Photonraphs; and Miscellaneous Subjerct File.
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