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ABSTRACT

This paper reports a survey conducted to determine
which colleges and universities offer the Doctor of Arts degree. All
252 listed in Peterson's 1971 ANNUAL GUIDES TO GRADUATE EDUCATION as
offering doctoral programs or as "universities" were sent a double
postcard. One postcard explained the survey. The second, with a
return address, asked for dates and departments: (1) now offering the
DA; (2) proposing to otfer the DA; and (3) considering the DA. Of the
199 institutions that responded, 34 offer or are planning to offer
the DA. A table itemizes the data from these 34 institutions, and a
brief discussion covers highlights from the responses. (J5)
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This saurvey was made to cdetermine which colleces and
universitles offer the Doctor of Arts degree. The Carnegie
Coamission of Higher ¥ducation hes recommendsd that a doctor
n€ 2rtg nproaram <hould be off~red only by institutions which
have exlisting doctioral vrorrams. Thus all universities which
rhiave doctoral programs were contacted. |

The sample was drawn from 3ook I, "Graduate Schools and

fnlleece= of Arte and Sciences'. which is a part of the Anrual

Zuides to Graduate Fducation. (Feterson:1971) All colleges and
universities showing derfinite doctoral programs were selected
and placed cn a list. Those institutions which showed no

gsnecific level of program, but had tne title of "university"

in thelr name were also listed. All cclleges and universities
placed on the list were sent a dcuble post card. One post card

2rplained the purpocse of the survey. The second card, with a
return address, acked for dates ard departments: s) row offering
the T.A. desree, b) preéparing proposals for offering the L.A.

degree, and c) considering the D,A. dezree, but has made no

proposal. A double post card was sent to each of 252 institutions

cn tpnril 5, 1871, Of these, 199 (79%) were returned. 7The
institutions offering Doctor of Arts degree programs or

contemplating prozrams are shown in Table I.

Ten universities which responded are offerins dcctoral
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leve)l otudy towards a desree for teachine- in undersraduate

colleres., Carnesie~lellon University was the only university
which listed the number of students. They have had two students
in Enclish (1970), three in mathematics (1969 & 1970), nine in
history (1962 & 1970), end two in fine arts (1970).

The most common program offered was kEnglish. Twelve
other institutions are preparins proposals for offering programs
in the fzll of 1971, 1972 or 1974. Twenty~three universities
mentioned that interest has been shown for such a program and
mich discussion has taken vlesce, but no formal proposals'have
been submitted. Kent State University and SUNY at Buffalo
have established a commission or committee to study the D,A.
concept. Southern Illinois University at Edwardsville has
given thought to offering one by the Graduate School "...with
individual programs planned by department and gréduate school. "
They say there is "No need for a D.A. in each discipline."”

As shown on Table I, column 4, many of the universities are
expanding the subjects they are considering for the degree with
twelve entering the field by considering nrew programs in the
future.

The School of Fine Arts at the University of California
at Irvine save; "Due to budeetarv reasons, no proposals wWilill be
nade for several years'". The University of Montana is walting
for an MNSF grant. The Dean at the University of Akron person-
ally approves of the ildea, whereas the University of California
at Navis, St. RBonaventure University, Florida State University

and the University of Pittshurg have shown nersative feelings
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about offeriny this decsrec., Tour universities; dMesasachuscetts,
Auburn, Southern Mississippi, and VWayne State have considered
.the D.A., desree and have rejected it. Fifteen others havé sald
they plan not to offer this degree,

Several Mniversities intend to alter their existing
programs in order to meet the purposes of the D.A. dexree.
kact Texas State University awards the Ed.D. in Fnglish,
chemistry, physical education, and are planning proposals for
history and biology. These programs are comparable to a
"typical D.A. program" and a name change has been requested
from their Coordinating Board in Arts and Sciences. The Univer-
sity of Arkansas at Fayetteville calls their degree Ph.A.
instead of D.A.

Several universities have tried to adjust their Ph.D.
programs to include teaching components. These include
North Carolina University at Chapel Hill, Cornell University,
and the University of Wew Hampshire. The University of
California at Los Angeles and the University of Minnesota
mention that they award the Candidate in Philosophy certificate
to satisfy this purpose.

The remaining 106 respondents checked "none offered"
when asked if they offered a D.A. program.

This gives the most recent status of the Doctor of Arts
desree by the 199 institutions which answered this post card
survey.

I wish to thank those colleges and universities which were

Xind enough to return the card.



