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ABSTRACT

The expanded need for medical laboratory workers
necessitates the recruitment of new prersonnel, and even more
important, better utilization of present personnel. The development
of a career ladder for labcratory workers would facilitate
advancement as it would allow upward mobility for workers who could
demonstrate knowledge and ability equivalent to that expected fronm
those completing education and training for higher level positions.
This study points out the need for eguivalency examinations and
summarizes information about equivalency and proficiency testing
practices in the medical laboratory field, other health fields, and
in other areas where experiences are applicable to the laboratory. An
annotated bibliography which reviews the literature dealing with the
need for equivalency exams is presented. Also included are various
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As the work of medical laboratories has expanded in scope and
complexity, manpower shortages have of course increased proportionately.
Recruitment of new laboratory personnel is one answer to the problem;
better utilization of present personnel is equally important.

Both recruitment and utilization of laboratory workers would be
enhanced by development of a career ladder for the medical laboratory
field. Such a ladder must allow upward mobility for workers who can
demonstrate they have knowledge and ability equivalent to that expected
from persons completing education and training for higker level positions.

Career mobility and equivalency were major subjects of discussion
at the Conference on Manpower for the Medical Laboratory, sponsored by
the National Committee for Careers in Medical Technology and the Cancer
Control Program of the U. S. Public Health Service in October 1968. At
that meeting, representatives of government and the professions con-
cluded: ‘“'representatives of medical laboratory disciplines should
initiate efforts with educational testing specialists to develop equiv-
alency tests to provide increased mobility between levels and categories
of laboratory careers."

As a first step in the effort to provide equivalency credit for
laboratory workers, the National Committee contracted with the Allied
Health Manpower Division of the U. S. Public Health Service to study the
present role of equivalency and proficiency testing in the medical labora-
tory field, in related health fields, and in other fields where experi-
ences are applicable to the laboratory. This report is the result of
that study. The research was done by Mrs. Jean Linehan of the NCCMT
staff.

The study points up the need for equivalency examinations in the
field, and the present interest in and receptivity to the idea of
equivalency among the professions and the educators.

L2 oo

Robert W. Coon, M. D.
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EQUIVALENCY AND PROFICIENCY TESTING
RELATED TO THE MEDICAL LABORATORY FIELD

The_need for an increasing supply of health manpower has been well
documented, A number of factors have produced an expanded need for medical
laboratory personnei even greater than that for health workers in general:

Demands on the medical laboratory for services which aid
in the diagnosis and treatment of human ills are increasing
rapidiy because of such factors as population growth, automation,
new technology, and expanded health programs providing better
medical care to all socioeconomic groups. An estimated 3900 million
laboratory examinations were performed on specimens from the human
~ody in 1963; the number has been estimated to have reached about
1.4 billion during 1968. The rate of increase is expected to be
even greater during the next several years.

{n 1975, according to a Labor Department estimate, an increase of 607
above the 100,000 medical laboratory personnel currently employed will be
required, just to keep up with present procedures.

While recruitment of new personnel is important to fill these needs,
it is generally agreed that at least part of the solution to the increasing
manpower shortage in the medical laboratory field is better utilization of
those already employed, Ideally, the first step to improve utilization
should be a thoroughgoing alanysis of the tasks to be performed in the
Taboratory. The task analysis would include assessment of the level of
skills and personnel necessary to perform the tasks. Then educational pro-
grams would be designed -- and periodically redesigned -- to match the
revised job descriptions.

Better utilization of health personnel would enhance career mobility
within the system., Career mobility refers to the upward and lateral movement
of personnel from one job to another as they gain knowledge and experience,
with no artificial barriers erected to prevent such movement on the part of
individuals who are qualified by virtue of knowliedge and skills to perform
the required tasks. Upward mobility includes the idea of the ''ladder,"
allowing for promotion on the basis of measured abilities from the level of
the aide, to that of the assistant, to that of the technician, to that of the
technologist, and beyond. Horizontal mobility between health professions is
based on the idea that a "core'' of knowledge and skills is common to many
health occupations, and would allow an individual to move from cone field to
another without duplicating the ''"core' training he had already completed.

A system whiclk provided for vertical and horizontal mobility would eliminate
dead-end jobs and clarify the routes from one position to another. Those
workers with ability and motivation could continue to advance.

1. Among other places, in Education for the Allied Health Professions and
Services, a report of the Allied Health Professions Education Subcommittee
of the National Advisory Health Council, U.S. Department of Health, Education,
and Welfare, 1967. '

2, Guide Class Specifications for State Public Health Laboratories, U.S.Depart-
ment of Health, Education, and Welfare, October 1969.

EHQJ!:‘ 3. Technology and Manpower in the Health Service Industry, 1965-1975, U.S.

! Department of Labor, 1966.




Career mobility in the medical laboratory would make the profession
more attractive, facilitate recruitment, retain present laboratory workers,
and encourage re=-entry into the field by those who for a variety of reasons
have left it.

Basic to the concept of career mobility is the need to evaluate each
individual!s present abilities, regardless of the route he traveled to attain
them, in order to allow his placement on the most appropriate rung of the
career ladder. Proficiency and equivalency testing programs can serve as a
basis for this evaluation. Proficiency testing assesses an individual's
knowledge and skills related to performance at a specific task level. Equiva-
lency testing equates learning gained off campus with the requirements of on-
campus courses and formal training programs; it may lead to the actual grant-
ing of academic credit or may be used simply as a substitute for formal
academic requirements.

Somne Quotations on Equivalency and Proficiency Testihg

A number of Influential voices have been heard in recent years advocat-
ing the granting of credit for learning in other than formal and traditional
programs. Many have advanced the need for equivalency testing -~ in general,
for the health professions, and specifically for the medical laboratory field.
Some of the most pertinent are presented here.

John W. Gardner, in Goals_for Americans, said in 1960:

Many people who study outside the formal system do so for
reasons having to dc with their own fulfillment, and care little
for academic credit. Others are concerned only with the immediate
ecquisition of skills, and credit is irrelevant here too. But many
others do wish to obtain academic credit. We shall serve these
people far more effectively when we have devised a flexible system
of credit by examination. Such a system would assess and certify
accomplishment on the basis of present performance. The route that
the individual has traveled to achieve cmmpztence would not come
into question. Such a system would permit many individuals to
participate in higher education who now --_ by the nature of their
jobs or other obligations =-- cannot do so.

Concern was expressed by ‘the Senate Finance Committee in 1367-
that:...The reliance placed on specific formal education, trai :ing,
or membership in private professional organizations might sometimes
serve to disqualify people whose work experience and training may
make them equally or better qualified than those who meet the existing
requirements. Failure to make possible the fullest use of properly
trained health personnel is of particular concern becauge of the
shortage of skilled heaith personnel in several fields.

1. Gardner, John W., "National Goals in Education,' Goals for Americans: The
Report of the President's Commission on National Goals, Prentice~Hall, 1960.
2. Senate Finance Committee report on the Social Security Amendments of 1967.
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"Attention to equivalency of training is vital in both the professional
and technical curriculums,* according to the 1967 report of the National Advi-
sory Health Council's Allied Health Professions Educational Subcommittee, which
went on to say:

Upward mobility should be encouraged but should be 1inked
realistically with the capabilities of the individual. While it is
desirable to have certain courses in a junior college accepted to
credit in a senior college, it is perhaps more important to adopt the
principle of credit for attainment in a field which could be tested
by examination. There should be less concern for formal course require-
ments, and more for grasp of knowledge and skill, Programs should be
designed to facilitate progress from the technical to the mere advanced
levels of education and practice in the health occupations.

According to a report prepared by the NIH Bureau .of Health Professions
Education and Manpower Training, Division of Allied Health Manpower, and trans-
mitted to the President and the Congress by the Secretary of Health, Education,
and Welfare in April 1969:

Methods must be developed to determine whether knowledge and
skills acquired in other than formal ‘academic settings are equivale

to the measures of ''satisfactory" performance established in recognized

educational institutions.

The need for equivalency examinations for the allied health
professions and occupations is based on the premises that: (1) students
should not be required to repeat work that they have mastered; (2) ob-
jectives of course work can be achieved in other than classroom situ-
ations; (3) acquisition of knowledge and skills can be measured by
examination and performance; and (i) educational institutions can use
the results of these examinations as a basis for advanced placement
or academic credit awards.

Equivalency examinations have far-reaching implications for
the health occupations. They could be used to accelerate the formal
academic programs of potential health workers, They could also serve
as bases for occupational mobility. The potential uses of equivalency
examinations have special significance for many allied health workers
who are locked in dead-end jobs, but who would be willing to undertake
advanced academic training if they were given recognition for princi=-
ples and techniques that they have already mastered. An example is the
medical corpsman who is trained in the armed forces, but who cannot
accept similar employment in civilian 1ife because his military
training and experience cannot be transferred readily to civilian
employment requirements in many allied health occupational categories.

1. Education for the Allied Health Professions_and Services, U.S. Department of
Health, Education, and Welfare, 1967.
2, Report to the President and the Congress on the Allied Health Professions
Personnel Training Act of 1966, as Amended, U.S. Department of Health, Edu-
Q cation, and Welfare, April 1969,
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Speaking as president of the Association of Schools of Allied H:alth
Professions, J. Warren Perry, Dean of the School of Health Related Professions
of the State University of New York at Buffalo, said to the A.M.A. Congress on
Medical Education:

A logical extension of the credit-by-examination concept
must be conceived, developed, and fostered for the allied health
professions. This is already being interpreted as one of the major
needs if the mobility concept is to be achieved. The relationship of
proficiency or equivalency testing procedure as might be applied to
the allied health professions is self-evident, though putting it into
practice will not be a simple task, If tests can be developed that
will establish the common core elements involved in various health
fields, measurement of the level of performance on a test might
substitute for the actual taking of some of the now required courses
in many fields. Based upon effective measurement devices of such
proficiency or equivalency levels, it would not be necessary for an
individual to begin at the very lowest level or rung of. a ladder in
an allied health field, but rather one could be admitted into an
educational program orllevel of clinical functioning based upon his
measured capabilities.

R.L. Matkin, Assistant Secretary of the Council on Dentai Education
of the American Dental Association, has expressed his personal observations on
the subject of equivalency examinations for health professions:

The individual institutions conducting approved (accredited)
educational programs should, in my judgment, be the agencies that
determine equivalency. The equivalency could involve individual
courses or the total program. For example, it seems appropriate
that the responsible department or division of a school could
develop ''challenge'' examinations in each subject matter area of a
specific curriculum. The ''challenge' examination should be as
difficult as the usual final examination of the course. If the
student is successful, he should be given credit for the subject
matter area and not be required to take the course. Conversely, if
the student is unsuccessful, he should be required to enroll in the
course, provided he has met other criteria such as the usual pre-
requisites, etc., expected of other students.

Carrying this process to the ultimate, it may be possible
that an individual would be able to successfully ''challenge'' all
courses in a specific curriculum. If this is the case, it would
seem reasonable that the institution would certify that the individual
has knowledge and skill equivalent to its usual graduates and the
individual should be cgnsidered eligible for certification or
licensure examination.”

1. Perry, J. Warren, ''Career Mobility in Allied Health Education,' J.A.M.A.,
vol. 210, No, 1, October 6, 1969.
2. R.L. Matkin, in correspondence dated August 26, 1969.
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Ralph C. Kuhli, Director of the American Medical Association's Depart-
ment of Allied Medical Professions and Services, has expressed his personal
support for equivalency testing for people with foreign education and experience,
for discharged military medics, and for individuals with long and distinguished
experience and training in a health occupation, as follows:

Any and all useful education and experience shouid be credited,

rachet-like. A person should always be able to go on if he can, if

he wants to, and if he can afford it. Professions which do not allow

credit for previous education and experience remind me of a limited

access highway: once you get on it, you have to drive for miles hefore

there's any chance to turn off or change direction,

f

A conference on Manpower for the Medical Laboratory, bringing toqerhc1
persons from government and the professions, came out strengly in favor of
equivalency testing for medical laboratory personnel

Recommendation 14: Representatives of medical laboratory
disciplines should initiate efforts with educational testing
specialists to develop equivalency tests to provide increased
mobility between levels and categories of 1aboratory careers.

-y i - et o .
- — -

Equivalency tests would make it possible for individuals td
obtain science credits needed for advancement through recogniticn
of self-study, experience, maturity, and skills gained on the Jdb
Methods developed to equate experience with educaticn and training
can be used to evaluate correspondence, television, and c0ntinuﬂng
education courses as well as to enable graduates of armed forceﬁ
laboratory programs to enter college or medical technology tralmlng
without meeting traditional academic requirements. ‘

Efforts should be made to ensure recognition of equnvalency
tests by boards certifying and licensing laboratory personnel, und
for admission to and advanced standing in colleges and unlverSIyles.

Development of equivalency tests would enhance the appeal of
laboratory careers. -The recognition of knowledge gained outside
of formal education to fulfill academic and clinical requ:remenxs
would give persons with initiative and ability opportunities fo;
advancement .2 %

: i
Speaking at the September 1969 meeting of the American Society of
Clinical Pathologists, C. R. Macpherson, Chairman of the Board of Schools of
Medical Technology, voiced both support for mobility and concern about the
ways to achieve it:

1. Ralph C. Kuhli, in correspondence dated July 25, 1969.
2. Manpower for the Medical Laboratory: The National Conference on Education
and Career Development of the National Committee for Careers In Medical

Technology, U. S. Public Health Service, 1968.
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Upward mobility in the laboratory is a very important concept,
but its implementation presents problems. At present, to go from
the assistant level to that of medical technologist, the worker
has to go back to school and get a baccalaureate degree, which is
impractical ~-= or impossible == for most.

We must study the possible mechanisms for upward movement,
remembering that whatever we select cannot violate sound academic
principles,

Roma Brown, President of the American Society of Medical Technologists,
has expressed the hope that the career ladder in the medical laboratory will
‘'be viewed as a realistic continuum at every performance level,!' continuing:

Constricture or an imposed ceiling will create a suppression
on the rest of the system, Multiple mechanisms to achieve and
recognize increased competency that are feasible for the individual
must be structured. This will require innovative approaches by the
educational system and cooperation by the service facility to en-
courage the individual to formally advance along the career line ....

This will require a combined effort of the profession and the
educational institutions to insure that educationally sound and pro-
fessionally valid criteria are established. Measurasble behavioral
objectives need to be defined. Effective instruments for evaluating
equivalency gained in both the informational and skill competency
need to be developed. Management methods should be utilized that
result in motivation of the individual to achieve maximum utiliza-
tion of resources in the profession.2

Why Equivalency Testing?

The quotatiors presented above point to the need for equivalency and
proficiency testing in general, in the health occupations, and in the medical
laboratory field specifically. A summary of ideas for the medical laboratory
field included in these quotations follows:

% There are increased demands on medical laboratories, and future
demands wWill be even greater.

* Present shortages of skilled personnel in the medical Taboratory
field are expected to become a more serious problem in the future.

% Laboratories often are unable to utilize people to the full extent
" of their capabilities.

% Laboratories cannot give peoplie the status to match the work they
are often actually doing, and cannot move them up, because no
standard system exists for granting credit for skills and knowledge
gained outside formal educational programs.

1. Tape recording of the session on 'lew Directions in Medical Technology
Education and Evaluation,'' September 17, 1969.
2. From a paper entitled '"Career Mobility: An Inquiry by a Health Profession
O oOrganization,' read at the Association of Schools of Allied Health
Professions meeting, November FfGﬁ.
: i




* There is no route from the technical to the professional level
in the laboratory except by returning to the beginning of the
professional educational program,

* Laboratory workers who wish to upgrade themselves by returning
to school find it difficult if not impossible to get credit for
knowledge and skills they already possess, and thus must pursue
contents and skills which they have already mastered. Since the
return to school often requires sacrifices for the worker and his
or her fanily, this additional handicap makes the return even more
difficult and therefore less likely.

* Medical corpsmen who have obtained laboratory training and exper-
fence in the Armed Forces cannot move into the civilian health
field at a level equal to their qualifications because they cannot
get appropriate credit for their skills and knowledge.

%

Workers in a health occupation find it difficult, if not impossible,
to move to another health field unless they enter training programs
again at the beginning,

* Elimination of dead=2nd jobs would make the medical 1aboratory

field more attractive for recruitment and retention and re-entry of
personnel.

Scope and Procedures of This Study

This study has been undertaken by the National Committee for Careers
in Medical Technology, under contract with the Bureau of Health Professions
Education and Manpower Training, Division of Allied Health Manpower, to collect
and summartze information about equivalency and proficiency testing practices
in the medical laboratory field, in other health fields, and in still other
fields where experiences are applicable to the laboratory.

Equivalency testing refers to examinations used to equate non-formal
learning with learning achieved in academic courses or training programs.
Such tests may be designed to enable colleges and universities to grant
academic credit for off~campus learning. They also may be used by employers
or certifying bodies to qualify individuals whose non-formal study and on=the~
job learning is deemed equivalent to that expected from a formal program.

Proficiency testing vefers to the measurement of an individual's
competency to perform at a certain job level =- a competency made up of know-
ledge and skills, and related to the requirements of the specific job., Such
testing is therefore not only a measure of the knowledge gained through
didactic instruction but also an assessment of job capabilities.

=
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"Equivalency testing'' and 'proficiency testing'' are thus not mutually
exclusive terms. ‘''Equivalency testing'' relates to why an examination is given,
and ‘proficiency testing'' to what it attempts to measure. Equivalency tests
for liberal arts subjects are not proficiency tests, of course, but equivalency
tests in occupational fields usually are proficiency tests. Proficiency tests
can be used for purposes other than equivalency to formal educational programs.
The more closely an educational program s designed to relate to a specific
job level, the more likely it is that an equivalency test for that educational
program would also serve as a proficiency test to qualify Individuals for that
job.

In undertaking this study, a review was made of available literature
in the general field of psychological testing, in educational testing including
testing for academic credit, and in testing in the health occupations. Books,
periodicals, speeches, and reports were consulted. An annotated bibliography
is included at the end of this report.2 While the need for career mobility and
for equivalency testing -- and the principles which support these concepts ==
are well documented in the literature (see quotations on the preceding pages),
It was necessary to go beyond a bibliographic search to learn what individuals
and groups have done, are doing, and are planning to do in equivalency and
“proficiency testing.

Contacts have been made by letter, telephone, and in personal inter-
views with representatives of organizations in the health professions, with
staff members of testing agencies, with laboratory directors, with state
health department and licensing personnel, with Federal officials concerned
with health manpower needs, with faculty members of colleges and of allied
health schools, and with representatives of other organizations who had ideas
and experiences to share.3

Testing programs described in this report are grouped . in four sections:

1. Tests in the medical laboratory field,

2. Tests in other health fields,

3. .Tests in non-health fields, and

4, Some non-test procedurés for equivalency.

For each test covered in the report, we have included available informa-
tion on the purpose for and methods used in its development, its format, content,
and what It attempts to measure. We have also explored its uses, it candidates
and their objectives, their relative success, what they have done with the test
results, and retake. procedures. We have examined a number of test instruments;
many others were not available rvor review, due to test security reasons.

1. In the test descriptions which form the bulk of this study, the term 'pro-
ficiency testing'' has for the most part been avoided, because it has a
specific meaning in the medical laboratory field -- referring to evaluation
of a laboratory's performance as a whole, not to that of an individual.

2. See annotated bibliography beginning on page 87.

3. See list of organizations and persons who have contributed information and
ideas to this study, beginning on page 118.

16
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A Practical Application Underway

During the progress of this study, the National Committee for Careers
in Medical Technology has initiated the development of a battery of tests for
use in the medical laboratory field. An initial purpose of the tests would
be to offer equivalency credit toward part or all of a junior college medical
laboratory technician program. Such tests could be taken by persons with
laboratory experience who wish to move upward, or by military laboratory
personnel who wish to obtain employment in the civilian health field. The
test battery would include academic and clinical content related to the
requirements of the majority of educational programs for medical laboratory
technicians, The tests would be job-oriented because the junior college
M.L.T. programs are themselves job-oriented. A performance evaluation would
probably be included, in addition to the written examinations.

The test battery would be developed by the College-Level Examination
Program of the College Entrance Examination Board, with the help of an ad hoc
steering committee representing the American Society of Clinical Pathologists;
the American Society of Medical Technologists; the junior collegs programs,
through the American Association of Junior Colleges and the Council on
Associate Degree and Certificate Programs of the Association of Schools of
Allied Health Professions (A,S.A.H.P,); and the baccalaureate programs, through
the Council on Baccalaureate and Higher Degree Programs of the A.,S.AH.P, --
for the present coordinated wi?h staff work by the Nationral Committee for
Careers in Medical Technology.

The Tests

Few generalizations can be made about the varied assortment of tests
reported on here, since their purposes and construction are so varied. Yet
it Is possible to find some common characteristics among them.

Tests Designed for Academic Credit

The idea of giving college credit on the basis of examinations is not
new. The University of 111inois began offering such examinations in 1895,
and many other colieges and universities have had similar programs. The con-
cept has had greatest impetus, however, since the foundlng of the New York
State College Proficiency Examination Program (CPEP) in 1962, and the College-
Level Examination Program (CLEP)3 of the College Entrance Examination Board
in 1965. Both programs are designed to provide a way for mature individuals
to demonstrate education achieved through means other than on-campus coutses.
Both offer examlnations in subjects equivalent to college courses. CLEP also
offers General Examinations which are designed to measure general educational
background of students who have the equivalent of a year or two of college.
Nearly 500 colleges nationwide have indicated they are willing to grant credit
for the CLEP examinations ~~ and the number continues to grow. Likewise, the
majority of colleges and universities in the State now grant credit on the
basis of the New York CPEP tests.

1. See detailed description beginning on page 28.
2. See detailed description beginning on page 45.

R\!: 3. See detailed description begirning on page 49,

14




The most liberal credit~by~examination program in the allied health
fields probably is the one offered by Division of Health Sciences at Northeastern
University, where a new equivalency examination in respiratory therapy has
recently been developed. The program offers up to one-third of the credits
needed for the assoclate degree. Anyone who passes it and can also pass CLEP
tests for the courses making up the remaining two~thirds of the program may earn
an associate degree from the University solely by examlnation.

Miamj-Dade Junior College in Florida is developing a credit-by-examinatijon
program which will allow for as much as 45 credits in its 60-credit program.
Students in the Division of Allied Health Studies who are licensed or certified
in their particular field are given credit for all the technical courses,
provided they take one on-campus laboratory course in their field.

Examinations are being given at a number of institutions for licensed
practical nurses who wish some credit on entering training programs, registered
nursing, and/or for non-baccalaureate RN's who wish to return to school for
their degrees. The New York College Proficiency Examination Program has
developed a battery of tests in the nursing field which are accepted for
credit by more than half of the nursing programs in New York State. SUNY at
Buffalo grants up to 32 credits for the four nursing examinations offered in
1968 and 1969 by the New York CPEP program. Nursing schools, such as those
at Indiana University, California State College at Los Angeles, Medical College
of Georgia, the University of Arizona, and others, have made up their own
tests to offer such credit, or use tests designed by the National League of
Nursing for other purposes, such as selection and guidance of applicants for
admission or comprehensive testing of achievement at the end of senior year .2

Syracuse University has a comprehensive credit-by-examination program,
which makes use of CLEP and CPEP tests, as well as tests developed by its own
faculty, to grant up to 30 semester hours of credit. Similar programs are under-
way at Boston University and Louisiana State University. There is no limit to
the number of credits attainable by local and standardized examinations at Beaver
College in Pennsylvania. Brooklyn College and the University of Oklahoma offer
some credit in their special baccalaureate degree programs for adults on the
basis of examinations,

The above are not a representative sampling of the use of credit-by-
examination programs but are merely examples of the kinds of programs currently
offered. 1n a limited survey by J.A. Hedrick3 ten years ago, 171 of 300 North
Central colileges and universities granted credit by examination. No recent
figures are available, but the tiend seems to be toward greater use of such
programs as standardized tests have become available. Most allied health schools
are just beginning to consider the problems of equivalency testing. But it is a
subject of considerable concern to them today, as evidenced by the fact that
both the two-year and four-year Councils of the Association of Schools of Allied
Health Professions indicated at their organizational meetings in November 1969
that equivalency and career mobility would be a major program emphasis in the
coming year,

1. For more information about these and other credit-by examination programs, see
the section on Credit-by-Examination Pirograms of Colleges and Universities on
page 52 of this report, and the section on Practices of Allied Health Schools
in Granting Credit by-Examination, on page 57.

2, For further information on examinations for nurses, see the section on Nursing

Q  Examinations on page 37 of this report, as well as the bibliography.
E[{l(; See Bibliography, item number 61,
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Test Eligibility and Prerequisites

There are no prerequisites for taking equivalency tests designed to
give academic credit -- particularly those of CLEP and CPEP ~- unlike virtually
all licensing, certification and employment examinations. To fulf{1l the basic
concept behind equivalency, tests must measure current knowledge, no matter how
it has been gained. '

Many of the tests covered in this report do not pretend to offer this
kind of equivalency, of course, Most are buttressed by eligibility requirements,
and thus by themselves do not attempt to do a complete job of measuring an
individuat's knowledge and skills. For example, the Board of Registry of
Medical Technologists has very specific education and training requirements
for the medical technologists who wish to become eligible for its Registry
Examination.! The National Board of Medical Examiners gives the first two
parts of its examination to students_in medical school and Part 11l to those
just finishing a year of internship.® The American Board of Pathology requires
a full pathoiogy residency, or eleven years of experience in pathology, follow=-
ing graduation from medical school.

In virtually every case, the licensing, certification and employment tests
covered in this report are given only to persons who have completed a certain
course of study or to persons who have had a certain number of years of exper-
ience. The equating of experience with education on a formal basis -- with so
many years of experience being equivalent to so many years or credits of educa-
tion, as is the case with the U.S. Civil Service and many other agencies == is
a pattern emphasizing "'time served" just as much as is reliance purely on years
of formal education, Some experts believe it is possible and advisable to devise
tests so good that they would do the necessary screening job themsalves.

Dr. George P. Vennart, Chairman of the Board of Registry of Medical Technologists,
has stated that the Board's reglstration examination will not be truly effective
until it is such a good measure of knowledge, techniques and attitudes that it
can be opened to everyone, irrespective of the route he traveled to gain the
reqﬂisite knowledge, techniques and attitudes, or of the time Involved in doing
SO.

Other Equivalency Tests

As noted asbove, several equivalency tests are designed to walve academic
credit, not to grant it, and thus to qualify an individual for promotion or
certification,

1. See detailed description beginning on page 1.
2. See detailed description beginning on page 31.
, 3. See detailed déscription beginning on page 6.
EI{I(jh. For Or, Vennart's statement, see page 3 of this reporta
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The CLEP General Examinations are used in this way by a number of state
agenciess In one state, bar examiners require the examinations of all applicants
for the bar exam who do not have college degrees. The library certification
board in another state uses the examination to enable a candidate for certi-
fication to demonstrate knowledge which is equivalent to two years of college.

At least one major company has used the examinations similarly for promotion
purposes.,

The U.S. Public Health Service has sponsored an.examination for certain
directors of independent laboratories, the successful completion of which would
qualify their laboratories to participate in the Medicare program, despite their
lack of the required education and experience qualifications. Laboratory
directors without a bachelor's degree in a laboratory science plus at least six
years of pertinent laboratory experience can demonstrate through this test that
they possess adequate knowledge and skills to perform the job. These directors
must pass the general portion of this multiple-choice examination, and those of
the five specialty portions for which they want their laboratories to qualify.
The proficiency examination was developed by the Professional Examination Service
of the American Public Health Association, and has been given since 1967 to L7L
non-degree directors, 394 of whom have passed ?nd thereby quaiified their labora-
tories to participate in the Medicare program.

A proficiency test with a similar purpose is now being developed for the
U.S. Public Health Service to evaiuate the knowledge and skills of state-licensed
physical therapists who do not have full professional training but who wish to
qualify for full participation in the Medicare program. The examination is being
constructed by Cybern Education lnc. for administration early in 1970,

Proficiency Testing

As noted above, proficiency testing attempts to measure the knowledge and
skills necessary to perform a certain task. Virtually every testing method can
be and is employed for proficiency testing in the health fields.

Multiple-choice written examinations are most often used to test know-
ledge, although there are or have been several essay ot short-answer written
examinations, -

Performance tests, which measure skills and the ability to apply know-
ledge to the job, have traditionally consisted of a 'work sampla'’ done under
the eye of a trained observer. Only a few of these are currently in use. But
new techniques are enabling testing agencies to simulate situations in which the
candidate can demonstrate his ''performance'’ on paper without actually doing the
job.

1. See detailed description on page 8.
2, See detailed description on page Ll.
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Written Examinations

The large majority of examinations described in this report are written
examinations, with several hundred multiple-choice questions, measuring mostiy
recall of information. The content may be theoretical, such as might be
included in an educational program, or it may be completely job-oriented without
regard to formal courses. The sponsoring organizations generally assert that a
major aim is to test thought processes beyond mere recall of isolated facts.
Probably fewer of these tests than their sponsors claim actually test these
thought processes.

In their 1968 study for the World Health Crganization on the worldwide
use of examinations in medical education, Josef Charvat, Christine Maguire and
Victor Parsons identified the overemphasis on recall of isolated fragments of
information as a major fault of testing in the medical field. They noted that
efforts are underway to make examinations include more interpretive items.

in this regard, the plans of the Board of Registry of Medical Technolo-
gists for development of its future examinations for registered medical tech-
nologists are among the most forward-looking. The Board's goal is to produce an
examination in which 20% of the questions will test the recognition or recall of
isolated information (e.g., '"What is X?"), 40% will test the simple interpreta-
tion of limited data (e.g., ""How do you interpret X? What does it imply? Know-
ing X to be true, what would you expect to be true about Y?'), and 40% will test
the evaluation and the application of knowledge to the solution of a specific
problem,

Performance Testing

While there is concern in many testing agencies about the need to
evaluate performance, there is no agreement on whether any of the ways of
performance testing are reliable or valid, whether they can be made sufficiently
objective, whether they actually test anything not included in paper-and-pencil
examinations, and thus whether they are worth the cost they entail.

Some specialists in testing believe that those who know what to do, can
do it. They say performance tests correlate so well with written tests that
performanke testing adds nothing to evaluation of a candidate. Others belizsve
it is both possible and useful to devise tests which measure an individualls
ability to perform in an actual job situation. Examples of these contrasting
views f3llow.

A traditional so-called ''practical'' performance test was originally part
of the Registry Examination of the Board of Registry of Medical Technologists,
but was dropped when analysis of the results showed the practical portion was
not screening out anyone who passed the written test.

1. See Bibliography, item number 25.
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The only practical examinations including work samples in the medical
laboratory field today appear to be state civil service examinations in Illinois
and California and a series of licensure examinations in New York City.

In 11linois, candidates for Laboratory Technician ratings must demon-
strate their ability to perform specific laboratory tasks and their knowledge
of equipment and techniques in twenty minutes before an interviewing board.

The board asks questions about procedures and equipment, and requires perform-
ance of a simple procedure such as a blood count. It rates candidates on
personal qualities, job knowledge, practical application, and an over=all
assessment of ability. The State Department of Personnel developed the practi-
cal test to identify those who do not understand laboratory procedures even
though they may be able to answer written questions. O0f those who pass the
written test, more than 15% fail the performance test.

The California State Personnel Board has designed a new performance test
in the laboratory field for a different purpose -- to meet the needs of persons
who have trouble with the content of written tests for entry level positions.
The new test for Laboratory Assistant |, which takes the place of the written
examination, calls for the candidate to identify laboratory equipment, to read
charts regarding the decontamination of equipment, and to segregate laboratory
items so as to show which are usable and how they must be sterilized.

New York City's Bureau of Laboratories in the Department of Health gives
practical examinations supplementing its written tests for certification of
laboratory personnel -- from laboratory directors on down =- who do not have
the required education and experience. Laboratory directors are examined by
three competent specialists for one-half day, with no pre-determined pattern.
Examiners aim generally at answering the question: 'Would you leave this
candidate in charge of your own laboratory?' Laboratory supervisors are tested
for two hours by tvio examiners; technologists and technicians are tested for one
hour by one examiner each. Each candidate on these lower levels is given one
structured problem to work out.

Some of the problems besetting practical examinations in the laboratory
field were illustrated by the work sample intended to form part of a battery of
tests administered to medical technicians at Veterans Administration hospitals.
The Educational Testing Service administered these tests in connection with its
joint study with the Civil Service Commission of test and job performance of
Negroes and whites. The one-hour work sample suffered from space limitations
and from lack of appropriate and unjform equipment. Although this work sample
produced no usable results, experts at Educational Testing Service believe it~
suggested another set of more productive (and more costly) procedures, including
the use of uniform, high qual&ty equipment, and the presence of professional
medical laboratory observers.

A 1959 study of various means of selecting dentists for Regular Corps
commissions in the U.S. Public Health Service reported high correlations
between practigal and written examinations, and suggested therefore that other
methods may be fairly satisfactory gsubstitutes in situations where practical
examinations are not feasible.

1. See detailed description beginning on page 15.
2. See detailed description beginning on page 16.
3. See detailed description beginning on page 13.
L, See detailed description beginning on page 18.
5. See detailed description on page 39.
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The Certifying Board of the American Dental Assistants Association
has recently dropped the observed work sample which formerly was a major part
of its examination. The major reason for the change was that virtually everyone
who passed the written examination also passed the performance examination. The
latter had required the services of some 1,200 examiners, and the Certifying
Board concluded the money and manpower expended were not worth the results. The
new written test incorporates most of the former practical problems through the
use of photographs and other means. Several practical problems are still
included in the test, but each of these has a product, such as developed and
mounted XraYs, which the candidate sends to the Board's headquarters for
evaluation.

Most of the agencies and organizations interviewed for this present
study '"have no plans" for performance tests. One that does is the New York
College Proficiency Examination Program, which is developing guidelines for a
practical examination in medical surgical nursing to supplement- its written
test. The performance portion of the examination will be made available to
individual colleges of nursing to administer themselves.

New developments in testing indicate that it is possible to devise per-
formance tests which do not call for actually doing the job. One alternative
requires identification and comparison of pictured or oral phenomena, in which
answers fit into a multiple-choice format. The practical portions of the
American Board of Pathology examinations, foE example, make use of slides,
photographs and fixed specimens in this way.~ The National Board of Medical
Examiners uses movies and photographs in its '"Part 11}" evaluation of clinical
competence.3 The California licensing examination for laboratory directors
who are bioanalysts includes a three-hour practical examination consisting of
slides to identify.*

Simulation of practical problems in a pencil-and-paper format is a
development in performance testing which is attracting increasing attentiOn6
The Orthopaedic Training Study5 and the National Board of Medical Examiners
have developed ''programmed testing'' in which a candidate follows through on
paper with a clinical diagnosis and treatment situation in which the way he
answers each question determines the information he will have available to
answer the following questions. This type of testing is sometimes called a
tab test' because the candidate pulls off a tab or erases a special coating
under which he finds the information he thinks necessary for the diagnosis.
Such programmed testing bears further study for its possible uses in the
medical laboratory field,

See detailed description on page 40.
See detailed description beginning on page 6.
See detailed description beginning on page 31.
See detailed description on page 11.
See detailed description beginning on page 35.
See detailed description beginning on page 31. Note also that the Part 11!
examination of the National Board has correlated between 0.30 and 0.65 with
the other two parts, which are written, indicating Part 11l is indeed

Q. measuring something the other parts do not.
IERJ!: 7. For a sampie of a suggested programmed test in the medical laboratory field,
e see page 23 and Appendix 5 onsggge 78.
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Another procedure which may be adapted usefully for the testing of
individual performance is ‘proficiency testing" for quality control, designed
to test the performance of a specific Taboratory as a whole.! Such programs
have been available to iaboratories for years, through the College of American
Pathologists and the American Association of Bioanalysts, and through individual
states. They have recently become mandatory for laboratories under Medicare
provisions and Federal interstate licensing regulations administered by the
National Communicable Disecase Center,.

"Proficiency testing'' programs of this kind involve the mailing of
samples, which the laboratory is to process in its regular manner along with
the day’s regular work, The iaboratory's report of its findings is compared
with results obtained by several selected reference laboratories and with
results from other participating lakuratories. Comprehensive reports are
provided for all participants. Errors in results can aid laboratory directors
in the correction of weaknesses in laboratory performance.

The Clinical Laboratories Improvement Act of 1967 requires laboratories
which engage in interstate commerce to undergo such 'proficiency testing."
Such laboratories must be licensed through the National Communicable Disease
Center (CDC), unless they are accredited by the College of American Pathologists
and take part in the College's comprehensive ''proficiency testing'' program.
CDC licensing requires laboratories to participate in €DC's own ‘'‘proficiency
testing'' service.

The CDC program serves as a standard against which the states can
measure their own "proficiency testing'' programs. An incentive to improvement
of such state services is that they may be substituted for the CDC ''proficiency
testing'' program when CDC deems them to be sufficiently stringent. To date
only the programs of Wisconsin and New York (excluding New York City) have
been so judged.

Questioned for this study, the directors of the major ''proficiency test-
ing'! programs agreed that this sort of procedure could readily be used for
testing individuals, rather than entire laboratories. This is the stated aim
of the newly-establishied Educational Performance Proficiency Program sponsored
by the American Medical Technologists.?

Problems of Transferring Laboratory Experience

A maze of different systems confronts the individual attempting to plan
a career in the health field, and specifically in the medical laboratory.
The only unhampered route to a career as a medical techrologist begins with
college and leads through clinical training in an AMA-approved school of
medical technology to a baccalaureate degree. Any delay or deviation from
that route is severely discouraged by the confusing ariay of systems.

1. See detailed description beginning on page 9.
2, See detailed description on page 22,
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There is very little relationship between the educational system and
the world of the working laboratory. ft is usually not possible for a labo-~
ratory worker to gain academic credit for his experience, or for the learning
he may have obtained in ways other than through formal academic courses,
There is no accepted articulation between the newly-established associate
degree medical laboratory technician level of training and the baccalaureate
medical technologist course of study.

The military and civilian and governmental laboratory systems are so
constituted that it is difficult to transfer experience from one to the other.
Military-trained laboratory workers cannot get recognition in the civilian
laboratory field commensurate with their military training and responsibili-
ties. There is current interest in various manpower units of Federal agencies
regarding the employment of military-trained medical personnel in the civilian
health sector. However, military laboratory specialists cannot transfer even
into equivalent government positions because U.S. Civil Service regulations
require formal educatiopal background. .

No procedures exist in either Federal or state civil service systems
for laboratory workers to proceed from. the technician level to the professional
technologist level without formal academic study. The Medicare program and
the .interstate laboratory licensing program administered by the National
Communicable Disease Center both now require participating laboratories to
submit to tests of over-all laboratory proficiency for quality control pur-
poses; yet both programs have personnel qualification requirements as well,
And these requirements do not allow for learning outside formal academic
programs,

Professional certification through the Registry of Medical Technologists
provides some measure of uniformity in the field, as do model state:licens-
ing systems, Yet both require only formal education and provide no real
alternatives to the '‘accepted" route for becoming a medical technologist.

The Need fbr_égﬁ{cgiéﬁéjgﬁxéminations ' o E

A major impediment in transferring experience from working situations
to the educational system, or from military to civil service to private
lakoratory systems, is that no means now exists to measure a laboratory work-
er's knowledge and skills as related to the job or as related to academic
requirements, Proficiency testing, on the one hand, and equivalency testing,
on the other, could help to provide the necessary bridges between these
systems.

The encouraging trend noted in speeches, articles, correspondence and
conversations is that many individuals and organizations representing the
health professions are concerned about evaluating the capabilities of people
working in the health fields, and partizularly in laboratories, and are con-
sidering new ways of giving those workers recognition for what they have
learned. There is a growing acceptance of knowledge gained outside the class~
room and of the possibility of measuring that knowledge,

Meanwhile, testing agencies and experts have developed more sophisticated
x examination techniques for evaluating the whole spectrum of learning, includ-
Y _.ing not only recall of isolated facts but also the ability to use these facts
E l(:and to understand relationships., New simulation methods, including paper and
P o o
:.‘)(«’1
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pencil tests, have been devised for testing performance abilities. Methods of

job analysis are being employed -- particularly the critical incident technique --
to define the knowledge and skills which are necessary for each job. With this
information, test preparation can be aimed specifically at the job under con-
sideration. Tests in the health fields, as in most fields, are subject to con-
tinuous re-examination to assure that they measure what they are intended to
measure.

The findings of this study point both to the need for equivalency
testing in the medical laboratory field and to possible ways of meeting that need.
A battery of examinations could and should be developed to evaluate the knowledge
and skills of laboratory workers,

Efforts to achieve career mobility in the medical laboratory field
should proceed concurrently in these three directions:

% [dentification of skills and knowledge which are necded currently
as well as needs in the future to perform the various tasks in the
medical laboratory;

% Redefinition of educational programs to prepare workers specifically
to perform these tasks; and

% Development of tests which measure on-the-job proficiency and can
thus be used for equivalency purposes to grant academic credit,
and/or recognition of competence.

To delay the third for completion of the other two might be logical,
but would in fact be tantamount to doing nothing about equivalency, since both
task analysis and educational change are long-term undertakings. The need for
equivalency examinations is immediate.

work that would permit modifications as task analysis provides agreement on what
is required of medical laboratory personnel, and as educational programs continue
to change in order to train personnel for the tasks to be done.

" The examinations thus should be constructed-within-a—flexible-frame~————
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(1. A BRIEF HISTORY OF EQUIVALENCY TESTING =
By Sarah Allene Wise, MT(ASCP)

Historically the development of equivalency examinations was a result of the
identification of two purposes for which they were given. These purposes, to
award academic credit and determine partial fulfillment of job requirements,
required the development of two corresponding types of tests. These purposes are
not mutually exclusive as could be assumed by such an arbitrary division; there is
a point at which job mobility may, and often does, depend on acquired academic
credit. Historically, these two types of tests have developed somewhat concurrent-
ly; but presently the trend is to provide a single instrument which can serve both
purposes.

History

Early in its development, equivalency testing focused on the superior high
school student who desired credit or advanced placement. The result of a number
of schools attempting to meet this need was the availability of a variety of such
examinations, many of which are currently used for this same purpose. These
examinations are known by various titles: the anticipatory-examination; the
exemption examination; proficiency examinations and advanced placement examinations.

By the end of World War 11, the literature indicates that many schools had
become interested in developing methods for evaluating various learning exper-
iences which had not been acquired in an academic classroom setting. 1In 1945 the
Commission on Accreditation of Service Experience was established by the American
touncil on Education to review the educational programs of the Armed Services and
make recommendations for credit for such experiences. At about the same time, the
General Education Development Tests of the United States Air Forces Institute were
constructed to allow credit to servicemen for a variety of educational achieve-
ments obtained in the military service. By the successful completion of these
‘equivalency examinations, a serviceman (and later non-service persons) could earn
a high school equivalency certificate.

paralleling the development of equivalency tests for academic credit was the
" "development 6f tests designed to ascertain a candidate's quaiifications for meeting

the requirements for a job. The equivalency examination, as used in job mobility,
has been recognized for many years by industry, government agencies and organiza-
tions as a means of evaluating an employee's qualifications for moving to a better
paying job or a new position with new responsibilities. Originally this mobility
was dependent upon work experience alone, but with the increased availability of
facilities for higher education, the various levels of employment frequently
became geared to the acquisition of academic credit or its equivalent. Many
forces -~ educational, economic and individual ~= acting at the same time brought
into focus the importance of the acquisition of academic credit or its equivalent
to meet this additional job requirement.

Several educational institutions have prepared tests whereby an individual's
experience can be evaluated and possibly equated to the first and second year of
college. |In 1960, the New York College Proficiency Examination Program was
developed which provided a measure of the learning equivalent to the first and
second year of college and, in addition, provided a measutre to be used in the

Q * Quoted by permission of the author from an unpublished master's thesis entitled
E l(j t'h Method for the Preparation of a Challenge Examination in Medical Technology,'

P University of Vermont, 1969.
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partial fulfiliment of the requirements for teacher certification. Thus, one
instrument was developed which could be used for the dual purpose of evaluation
for credit and/or job requirement. This examination was for use in a limited
geographical area. On a national scale, the College Level Examination Program
was prepared by the College Entrance Examination Board. The program began in
1965 and was expanded later to provide an equivalency instrument which can serve
either of the purposes of equivalency. As indicated in its literature, the
College Entrance Examination Program provides test results which can be used by
universities or colleges to provide credit, or by some organizations, licensing
bodies '*and agencies other than colleges and universities' as a fulfiliment of
some requirements.

Within the past few years, various groups and organizations have been
interested in the development of methods for evaluating the learning acquired
from off-campus experiences. Much of this emphasis has been a resuit of pressure,
directly or indirectly, from the findings and observations of various programs
and studies by the United States Department of Health, Education, and Velfare and
the Department of Labor. Many of the studies have been concerned with the
development of career ladders, new careers, subprofessional employees, and/or
suggestions for a more flexible means of job mobility. The ideas which were
reported in these studies have become closely associated with equivalency examina-~
tions since, frequently, examinations provide the means of achieving mobility in
employment. These examinations, then, evaluate the acquisition of learning
associated not necessarily with specific academic experiences but with those of
possible equivalent value. Much of the current work in equivalency testing is
directed toward such evaluation,

Many current university and college catalogues indicate that equivalency -
examinations are available to students who desire credit or advanced placement.
These are often prepared by the institution itself, however many use as equiva-
lency measures various tests from the College Level Examination Program.
Organizations and groups in a variety of occupational fields have employed the
College Level Examination Programs to determine partial fulfillment of their
qualification requirements. The need for equivalency examinations in the health
field has been stressed by many authors; but only recently has this become a
major concern for several organizations and professional representatives in the
health field.

Nursing. educators have been investigating and studying this problem for
several years. In 1967 a conference on manpower problems in the medical labora-
tory was held by representatives of various government agencies and of the
professions interested in the medical taboratory field. As a result of its
discussions, the conference made several recommendations, one of.which was that
"efforts ... (should be made) ... to develop equivalency tests to provide
increased mobility' in the medical laboratory field.
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THE BOARD OF REGISTRY OF MEDICAL TECHNOLOG!STS EXAMINAT tONS

The Board of Registry of Medical Technologists, established in']928 by the
Americar Society of Clinical Pathologists, has been examining candidates for
certification since 1933.

A brief history of the Registry's examinations was furnished by pr. Lall G.
Montgomery, who was chairman of the Board of Registry for 24 years. :

The first candidates were rated on a written essay-type examination, which
counted 25%; a practical test, 50%; and '‘personal and psychological attributes,
endorsements and recommendatnons, present position, and previous general train-

ing,'" 25%.

''Suggested'* procedures for the performance test in the laboratory were
" given the examiners, but no uniform method was provided for evaluating perform-
ance. Examiners were simply instructed to express ''on a basis of 100" their
rating of ability as shown by the practical test and their assessment of the
applicant's "personality, general character, personal appcarance, and personal
neatness.!’

All ratings were submitted to the Board, which considercd each applicant
individually,

By 1937, the examinatlion of opplicants was based only on the written and
practical examination, with equal weight for cach, and this continued to be the
pattern until 1944, puring this period, the Board's memoranda to examiners
indicated concern for the need to standardize the examining methods used in
various parts of the country.

In the attempt to achieve such standardization, the Registry:

*made the required tasks more specific,
" %explained to examiners the purpcse bekind each task, giving them an idea
of what to look for in the perfurmance,
*warned against deviation from the lndlcated procedures except '‘when

absolutely necessary,' -

*asked examiners for a percentage gradé on each task, with 70% required to
pass, and

*indicated ratings should be based on: 'Y{1) skill and accuracy in manipula-
tion, (2) knowledge of procedure, including apparatus involved, (3) neatness
and asepsis in technic, (4) reasonable speed, and (5) thoroughness in
observation.'!

A copy of the last practical examination, of Sprlng 1944, is Attachmerit 1
on Page 6& of this report.,

The practical examinatior was discontinued in the Fall of 19#4 As Dr.
Montgomery explains:

The decision to stop using the practical section of the examina=-
tion was based on two main considerations. The first was the fact that
the war had caused serious restrictions in travel and also had burdened
those of us who were on the homefront with responsibilities and staff
shortages as well as material problems that made the practical examina-
tion almost insurmountable for most pathologists and their staffs.

The second consideration was the evidence provided by a study of
the results of the failing rates for those who took the examination as
regards their faiture in the practical and written sections. [t was
found that the vast majority of those who failed the practical examina-




tion also faifed the written examination, and that the practical examina-
tion, from the standpoint of effectiveness, added only one or two
percentage points to the effectiveness of the written examination, and
this was far less than the probable error of the two methods.

There was, as you might expect, a moderate amount of objection
raised to the discarding of the practical examination, and yet as |
look back on the transitional period, | am surprised how littie objection
was raised and | am almost certain that most pathologists and their
staffs felt that the practical examination was more of a gesture than
an accurate educational measurement.

There was no doubt that the formality and the structuring of the
examination was markedly different in different laboratories and although
1 am sure the great majority of pathologists attempted to do serious and
careful evaluation of the candidates, the fact that each laboratory would
have different materials and different staffs made it obvious that
evaluation would leave a very wide margin of variability.

Today, the Registry examination consists of 200 written multiple~choice
questions, with the following distribution among laboratory fields: 40 in
hematuioyy, 50 in microbiology, 50 in chemistry, 40 in immunchematology (of
which 20 are in blnod banking and 20 in serology), 10 in urinalysis, and 10 in
histology. ‘

To be eligible for the examination, a candidate must have completed at
least three years of collegiate work {with specific course work in biological
sciences and chemistry) and a one-year course at an AMA-approved school of
medical technology. 1In addition, a candidate with a baccalaureate degree (with .
the same science courses) and five years of acceptable clinical laboratory
experience may take the examination.

Some 3,000 candidates take each of the examinations, given semi-annually
in about 170 centers throughout the country. The examination is graded on a
curve, with the passing cutoff point set at one standard deviation below the
mean, which results in about 16% failure.

Three types of questions are included on the examination,-according to a_._

recent memorandum from the Board of Registry to the approved schools of medical
technology:

Level 1: RECALL. Questions testing primarily the recognition
or recall of isolated information; such questions require predominantly
an effort of memory. They include, for example, recognition of typical
- morphologic lesions, or:-the recail of specific facts, generalizations,-
concepts, principles, processes, procedures, or theories. Whether or.
not it is specifically so formulated, such a question will ordinarily be
asking: 'What is X7V
Level 2: SIMPLE INTERPRETATION, Questions testing primarily
simple interpretation of limited data. Such questions require more
than simple recall, but less than problem-solving. They include, for
example, questions that require translation into another form of specific
verbal, tabular, morphologic, or graphic data which are new to the
student, interpretation or extrapolation from such data, and recogni-
tion of the constituent elements and relationships among such data.
Questions at this level will ordinarily be asking: 'How do you inter=
pret X? What does it imply? Knowing X to be true, what would you expect
to be true about Y?" . _
Q tevel 3: PROBLEM SOLVING AND EVALUATION, Questions testing
[ERJ!:‘ primarily the application of knowledge to the solution of a specific
- problem and the fitting together of a variety of elements into a meaning-
)




ful whole. Items of this type may be based upon actual clinical
laboratory situations which require the student to make judgments
regarding priorities and the need for modification of laboratory
procedures. Alternatively, such questions may be based upon a research
report or the presentation of a theory, together with evidence, which
will require the student to evaluate the total presentation.

It is the eventual goal of the Board that the examination should
consist of 20% Level 1, L0% Level 2, and 40% tevel 3. This is in con-
formance with the concept that the M,T,(ASCP) should have a thorough
understanding of pathological physiology as it relates to the performance
of laboratory procedures.

According to George P. Vennart, M.D., Chairman of the Board of Registry,
the Board is working toward the following additional changes in the Registry
examination:

* Offering optional questions in such areas as data processing, cytogenetics,
management , isotopes, etc., to allow for more flexibility in the examina-
tions == and in the training programs they influence. Required questions
in the basic fields would of course continue to dominate the examination.

* Including the same types of questions as are on the examinations of the
National Board of Medical Examiners =-- anecdotal problem situations,
photographs, and slides for identification and analysis, aiming not at
diagnosis, but at a basic understanding of patho-physiology.

* Reducing the number of examination centers to allow for the use of audio-
visual aids, and for the setting up of a !practical! examination.

ar,
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. Joint efforts with professional groups in microbiology, clinical chemistry,
and the like, are being developed. Recognition for categorical specialists at
all levels is being considered. And international reciprocity of registries is
another aim.

An even larger aim is that espoused by Dr. Vennart for some years, and
stated most recently in October 1969 at an Airlie House meeting of representatives
of the junior college community and the professionals involved in the education
of medical laboratory personnel;
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Currently, licensure and certification examinations are widespread,
and aimost uniformiy are an insult to one's inteiligence! Their only
usefulness appears to lie in the fact that high quality education and
background training are necessary prerequisites for entrance to the examina=-
tions. |If we are able to structure our examination to really measure
what knowledge, techniques, and attitudes we knew are the hallmarks of
laboratory quality, then we shall have a meaningful certifying program.

To be truly effective, we must open such examinations to groups of
individuals who have NOT taken the prescribed, usually stereotyped,
ofttimes antiquated, training programs at any given level.

In addition to its examination for Medical Technologists, the Registry
conducts the following certification examinations:

Blood Banking

The examination in Blood Banking was created and is administered in co~
operation with the American Association of Blood Banks. To be admitted to an
approved school in the field, a candidate must be a registered Medical Technolo-
gist, or have a B.S. degree and one year's acceptable experience in a clinical
laboratory. The training program then takes one full year, after which a
candidate is eligible for the Registry's examination.




L.
Beginning in 1970, those with at least five years' experience but without
formal training in blood banking will be eligible to take the examination, if
they meet the requirements for admission to a school of blood banking, as shown
above. A master's degree in immunohematology may be substituted for two years
of experience.

The examination has both written and practical portions. A candidate must
first pass the multiple-choice written examination. Within a year, he must pass
the practical examination, which requires him to analyze blood samples sent to
him by mail.

Cytotechnology

A candidate is eligible for the cytotechnology examination if he has com-
pleted two years of college with certain courses in biology and science, six
months of training in an AMA-approved school of cytotechnology, and six months of
acceptable experience.

A muitiple-choice written examination is followed by a practical examina-
tion consisting of projected 35 mm. transparencies for identification. According
to the announcement, the candidate should be familiar with standard textbook
information and also with recent advances in the field of cytology.

Histologic Technic

A high school diploma plus one year of training and experience qualifies
one to take the examination in Histologic Technic, A written, multiple-choice
examination must be passed first. Then, for the practical portion of the test,
the candidate is required to submit certain slides by mail.

Nuclear Medical Technolggl

There are several routes to eligibility for the examination in Nuclear
Medical Technology, since there are few training programs in the field. A
candidate may have one of the following combinations of education and experience
in a clinical radioisotope laboratory: (1) ASCP registration as a Medical Tech-
nologist, plus one year of experience, (2) 2 B.S. in bioloay or chemistry or
physical sciences plus two years of experience, (3) two years of college with
courses in sciences plus four years of experience, or (i) high school diploma
plus six years of experience.

The examination is aimed at on-the-job learning. It is a written, multiple
choice test, 50% of which is devoted to diagnostic procedures, 10% to radiologic
safety, and L40% to physics, mathematics and statistics, and instrumentation.

Chemistry

A candidate with a bachelor's degree and a major (or the equivalent) in
chemistry, plus one year of experience in chemistry in an acceptable medical
laboratory may take the certification examination in Chemistry. The written,
multiple~choice examination covers ''the chemistry of any part of the body, or
body fluids, as well as instrumentation, chemical mathematics, and nomenclature.'!

Microbioloay

A candidate for the examination in Microbiology must have a bachelor's
deqree with a major (or the equivalent) in bacteriology, plus one year of exper-
in microbiology in an acceptable medical laboratory. The examination,

O ce
E l(:o written and multiple~choice, includes bacteriology, serology, immunology,

ESftasitology, and mycology.
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Specialist Certification

Designed to recognnze training and experience at a higher level than the
baccalaureate, the Specialist certification is open to persons who have (1) a

.master’'s or doctorate in a specialty plus three years of experience in the

specialty, or (2) a baccalaureate degree, certification as a registered Medical
Technologist =- M.T.(ASCP) -- and five years of experience in a specialty.

This certification is available in the fields of hematology, microbiology,
chemistry, and cytotechnology.

The Specialist examination is in three parts: an essay test, a multiple-
choice objective test, and an oral interview. Candidates must pass tlie first two
sections to become eligible for the oral examination. |f the candidate fails any

~ section, he must repeat the entire examination.

Medjcal Laboratory Technician

The Board of Registry's newest examination is that for Medical Laboratory
Technician. For full information about the several ways a candidate way become
eligible.for this certification, see the section of this report beginning on

Page 280,
The examination, given for the first time in Novcmber 1969, is a written
multiple-choice test.

oo X % e e de

Certified Laboratory Assistant

A separate Committee on Certified Laboratory Assistants, working under

.the BOdrd of Regl‘xry and the Board of Schools of Medlcal Technology, administers

certnflcatlon.

Candidates must be graduates of an approved 12-month hospital- based
school or of a@n approved military medical laboratory course.

The examination consists of approximately 200 multiple-choice questions,
covering both didactic and on-the-job knowledge.

Ca
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AMERICAN BOARD OF PATHOLOGY EXAMINATIONS

The American Board of Pathalogy has offered examinations in the cpecialty
of pathology since 1937.

In its early forms, the Board's testing program consisted of essay-type
written questions and oral/practical examinations in the laboratory. Both
sections of the examinations have since been modified, so that today they consist
solely of machine-graded multiple choice items. Some of these are answers to

written questions on theory and practice. Others are diagnoses of slides, photo=-
graphs or actual specimens,

The Board's description of the examinations is as follows:

ANATOMIC PATHOLOGY

. A two-and=-a-half-hour, multiple-choice, written examination on theoretical,
interpretative, and statistical aspects of anatomic pathology.

2. The diagnosis of 50 microscopic slides during a three-hour period. This
is a multiple-choice examination, the single correct answer for each
question being based upon the correct diagnosis of the appropriate micro-
scopic slide.

3. The diagnosis of photographs shown by prOJectung 25 to 50 slides on a
screen {zbout one minute per slide).

L. The diagnosis of gross fixed specimens {note these are actual surgical
specimens] and the answering of two multiple-choice questions about each.
Rapid recognition is considered proportional to competence, and the time
per specimen and its questions may be less than two minutes.

5. Cytopathology ~- the diagnosis of 25 projected slides, illustrating
material from the uterus, vagina, bronchus, urinary tract, gastrointestinal
tract, serous cavities, and other areas. Multiple-choice questions will be
asked regarding maiignant changes, phase of menstruzl cycle, existence of
infestation or infection, various artifacts in the preparation, etc.

CLINICAL PATHOLOGY

1. A two and a half hour, multiple~choice, written examination on theory.

2. A practical examination in six parts:

A. Medical chemistry -- a written examination on the basic theory and
principles of medical chemical analyses, their practical application
in the Taboratory, and their clinical interpretation.

B. Medical microscopy -~ urinalysis, examination of spinal fluid, of
semen, of duodenal and gastric material, of feces in problems of blood
and pigments, and all other miscellaneous laboratory tests such as
those for pregnancy and B.M.R. Diagnosis from projected slides.

C. Hematology -- presentation of slides of bone marrow and per:pheral
blood for diagnosis.

D. Ymmunohematology-blood banking -- written examination on practical
aspects of immunohematology and blood banking, including transfusion
problems, paternity problems, etc., as well as immunologic tests for
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syphilis and other diseases.

E. Medical microbiology -- projected slides requiring diagnosis and
interpretation of a variety of preparations such as bacterial colonies
on various media, microscopic preparations, agglutinations, etc. of the
type encountered in a laboratory for diagnostic microbiology.

F. Medical parasitology ~- diagnosis of projected slides of 25 prepara-
tions of ova, larvae, or other forms of parasites (or parasitic
diseases).

The examinations are offered twice a year, usually in May and November.
Most candidates take both anatomic and clinical sections. The entire battery
lasts three days. Tests are given at only one location each time, but sites are
rotated around the country. The exams are proctored by pathologists.

Candidates are ''‘Board eligible't for two three-year periods, and may take
and re-take the tests twice a year during these two three-year periods =--
theoretically, as many as twelve times. In November 1969, there were 338
candidates in anatomic pathology and 321 in clinical pathology.

The written questions consist not only of ''completion' items, but also
include ''classification' items, 'quantitative comparison'' items, ''correlation’
items, ''variation relations'' items, ‘‘cause and effect'' items, '*chronologic com-
parison'' items, and ‘‘multiple completion' items. Thus the written test format
is more complex than is the case with most of the other written tests discussed
in this report. A fuller description of the types of questions involved is
found in Attachment 2 on Page 67 of this report.

The practical examinations were changed from performance tests to paper~
and-pencil tests with slide presentations some years ago, because the increasing
number of candidates made performance testing unwieldy.

To become eligible for the Board's examination, a candidate must meet a
number of requirements. He must ''possess morai and g€tfiical standing in the
medical profession.!" He must hold a license to practice medicine in the country
in which he will reside. He must ''devote professional time principally and
primarily to pathology."

Furthermore, he must be a graduate of an AMA-approved medical school.
(Graduates of acceptable foreign medical schools must be certified by the
Educational council for Foreign Medical Graduates.)

He must have in addition five years of training and experience, four of
the five in institutions approved for residency training by the AMA, in which
he has studied anatomic pathology and/or clinical pathology. But a medical
school graduate who has not had such training and experience in a residency
program may hecome Board-eligible after eleven years of other training or
experience in the field of pathology.



PHS-SPONSORED EXAMINATION FOR CERTA{N DIRECTORS OF
INDEPENDENT LABORATORIES

When Medicare reguiations were drawn to allow lsboratory directors with-
out at least a bachelor's degree to qualify their laboratories to participate,
the requirement was lald down that they must pass a Public Health Service=-spon-
sored examination.

This test was therefore developed for PH5 in 1966=67 under contract by
the Professjional Examination Service of the American Public Health Association,
with the help of an advisory committee of nationally recognized authorities in
the clinical laboratory fieid.

The test consists of (1) a general section covering organization, admin-
istration, records, facilities and equipment, safety, ethics, and quality con-
trol; and (2) specialty sections on microbiology, clinical chemistry, hematology,
blood giouping and RH typing, and serology.

Laboratory directors lacking a bachelor’s degree in a laboratory science
plus at least six years of pertinent laboratory experience must pass the general
section, In addition, each must pass the specialty section of the test for
each specialty in which his laboratory performs tests and in which that labora-
tory does not have a Medicare-qualified supervisor. This latter provision ap-
plies also to directors with education and experience in one specialty who wish
to qualify their laboratories in another specialty.

The examination is specifically aimed at testing the candidate's under-
standing of procedures performed, as opposed to purely theoretical considera-
tions. Its questions are all multiple choice, primarily requiring recall of
information, not exercise of judgment. A sample question and answer sheet,
sent to all candidates, is Attachment 3 on page 72 of this report.

The general section of 84 questions takes 2% to 3 hours to complete.
Each 13~hour specialty section has 60 questions, except for that on blood group=
ing and RH typing, which has 40. The tests have usually been administered by
the state health departments, and occasionally by the Public Health Service
regional offices.

The examination was first given in June 1967, and again in January 1968,
December 1968, and December 1969, with makeup testing following each adminis=
tration. Candidates may take the test up to three times, with no specific time
lapse requirement.

Passing grades for each section, recommended by the advisory committee
after the initial administration of the examination, are as follows:

General Section - 65%

Clinical Chemistry ~ 60%
Hematology =~ 60%

Microbiology ~ 55%

Blood Grouping and RH Typing = 55%
Serology = 55%

0f 474 non=-degree directors examined up through the December 1968
administration of the test, 394 qualified their laboratories and 80 failed to
qualify their laboratories (four of these for the third and final time).

Another 256 directors having degrees and pertinent experience in a.
particular specialty have taken portions of the test to qualify their labora-
[:R\f:torles in other specialties. No breakdown of these results is available.
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LARORATORY "'PROFICIENCY TESTING!

leboratories ==~ not th-~ ir<ividuals weiri~: in them -- underco 'pro-
ficiency testing'' programs to assure quality ccuirul,
While such programs have been available - !ahoratories for years, they

have now become mandatory under Medicare proviciciis and Federal interstate
licensing regulations administered by the National Communicable Disease Center.

Such external quality control testing involves the mailing -- or hand
carrying -~ of samples, which the laboratory is to process in its regular
manner alorg with the dav's regular work. The laboratory reports its findings,
and these are compared with results obtained by several reference laboratories
and with other participant results in a number of different ways. The results
are graded by comparing them with the "correct'' answers, and evaluations are
returned to the laboratory,

The College of American Pathologists offers (1) a quarterly basic labora-
tory survey series, designed for small laboratories, which it says "more than
meets the proficiency test requirements for Medicare''; (2) a compichonsive series
desigred for large ''sophisticated! laboratories, which "more than meets the pro-
ficiency test reauirements for interstate licensure,!" including a series of tests
in chemistry, a series in hematology-~clinical microscopy, a series in blood
banking, and a series in bacteriology-mycobacteriology-parasitology-mycology=~
serology; and (3) a special series designed as a teaching mechanism for residents
and student technologists, limited to 500 participants, and including tests in
bacteriology, mycology, parasitology, mycobacteriology, immunology, and serology.

Use of this College of American Pathologists comprehensive series program
and certification by CAP after on-site inspection exempts a laboratory from
licensing requirements of the National Communicable Disease Center.

The American Association of Bioanalysts, whose Proficiency Testing Service
has been in existence for 20 years, offers programs 'designed to fulfill the
needs of laboratories of all sizes ranging from the one-man laboratory to the
specialized laboratory to the fully automated laboratory.'' The service is
designed ''to meet governmental agency requirements.'' Semi=-annual and quarterly
surveys are provided, with tests in chemistry, hematology, blood banking, para-
sitology, and microbiology.

Many states use the services of these two proficiency testing programs.
Some require laboratories to use any one of a number of state-accepted programs.
Some ‘have their own state programs. New York's three-year-old state-operated
program, for instance, went to 430 clinical laboratories in 1967-68, and include
mailed and hand-carried tests in bacteriology, mycobacteriology, mycology,
serology, hematology, and clinical chemistry. Details of these tests are report:
ed in the July 15, 1969 issue of the New York State Journal of Medicine, with
the conclusion that the program has led to improvement in quafity in laboratory
work.

New York City's Bureau of Laboratories sends examiners who hand=-carry
samples and report on the testing procedures and other matters involving the
laboratories' performance. Other health departments have, of course, other
programs for on-site inspection of laboratory facilities and procedures.

.
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Officials who administer the Medicare program reported in 1968;

To assure continuing good-quality services of independent laboratories
once they are approved for coverage under Medicare, and with particular
reference to those laboratory directors admitted under the grandfather
clause, the National Communicable Disease Center has assisted the Division
of Medical Care Administration to develop guidelines for a performance
evaluation program. This evaluation will consist of three separate,
though related, divisions ~=- proficiency testing, onsite inspection, and
internal quality control. Beginning in July 1968, all states with
non~doctoral-directed laboratories should have in operation a state-
operated or approved proficiency testing program covering the full range
of clinical laboratory specialties.=

Laboratories engaged in interstate commerce are required under the Clinical
Laboratories improvement Act of 1967 to be licensed by the Secretary of Health,
Fducation, and Welfare through the National Ccommunicable Disease Center, unless
they are accredited by the College of American Pathologists and take part i% its
comprehensive proficiency testing program. The proficiency testing programs of
only two states =-=- New York (excluding New York City) and Wisconsin == have state-—
operated testing programs deemed sufficient to meet CDC standards. For inter-
state laboratories in other states, CDC has set up its own proficiency testing
service, sending out specimens in most of the clinical laboratory categories, such
as chemistry, bacteriology, serology, hematology, and immunchematology.

The CDC program serves as a standard against which the states can measure
their own proficiency testing services. |n addition, many governmental labora-
tories and a few others not engaged in interstate commerce take the CDC program
on a voluntary basis.

* Bierman, Pearl, Myers, Beverlee A., Rodak, John, and Reibel, Jay S.,
!'Certifying Independent Laboratories Under Medicare,'' Public Health Reports,
vol. 83, No. 3, September 1968, page 7390.
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STATE LICENSURE EXAMINAT IONS

The model laboratory licensure laws formulated by the Council of State
Governments and by the National Communicable Disease Center both authorize state
departments of health to conduct ‘written, oral, [and/or] practical examinations
to determine the qualificaticns of clinical laboratory personnel for the purpose
of licensure.”

According to a CDC report on ''Status of State Laboratory legislation in
the U.S.," and information gathered by mail and by telephone from a number of
state departments of health, relatively few states (Alabama, California,
fonnecticut, Florida, Hawaii, t1linois, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Tennessee),
and New York City and Puerto Rico, have examinations for laboratory directors or
subordinates in connection with licensing of laboratories or individuals.

Although New Jersey law authorizes written, oral and practical examina-
tions for directors who are not State-licensed M.D.'s, the current tests are all
written -- in fact, of the essay variety. The tests have sections on (1)
chemistry, (2) bacteriology and parasitology, (3) clinical pathology and serology,
and (4) hematology. Candidates must take all four. Each three-hour section is
made up by a single examiner =-- a pathologist -- and the essays in that section
are graded by him before being reviewed by the New Jersey Board of Medical
Examiners, Of the six or seven who take the examinations each time they are
offered, all but one or two generally pass them. A candidate who fails one
section may retake that section; if he fails more than one, he must retake the
whole battery.

New Jersey also licenses public health laboratory technicians, with an
examination in which the candidate may choose the test bookliet for (1)
bacteriology, (2) pathology, or (3) serology, with the warning that each has some
general questions as well as the specific ones its title indicates.

The Caljfornia State Board of Public Health issues clinical laboratory
bioanalyst licenses to laboratory directors who meet educational and experience
requirements and pass written, oral, and practical examinations. (Licensed
physicians and surgeons may also direct clinical laboratories.) Written examina-
tions are required of clinical laboratory technologists. For both sets of
written examinations, California contracts with the Professional Examination
Service of the American Public Health Association.

The technologists' examination is likened by W. Max Chapman, M.D., Chief
of Laboratory Field Services for the California Department of Public Health, to
the ASCP Registry exam. it has the same types of questions, and the same grading
system ~- a passing cut-off point one standard devi&tion below the mean. Some
1200 technologists took the test in 1969.

California's written test for directors who are bioanalysts is similar to
that for technologists in asking both questions of recall and of judgment, but
is of course more difficult. With it is given a three-hour practical prepared
and graded by consultants at California universities or hospitals, and consisting
of slides in parasitology and hematology for identification. These two tests are
given twice a year, and those who pass both must also pass a one~hour oral con-
sultation during which the candidate's technical knowledge and ability to apply
that knowledge are assessed. About half of the candidates pass the written test,
yet only 30% pass through all three phases of the examination to become licensed.

While Hawaii has tests for directors and for laboratory technicians
(technologists), they are waived for a person of ‘’good moral character!' who has
been similarly licensed by another state with similar standards, or who is
ASCP-registered.
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Individual laboratory workers are not licensed in Pennsylvania, but a
laboratory applying for licensure must employ personnel who meet state standards.
Tests may be given to assure that standards are met. Such tests are waived for
ASCP-registered medical technologists. And veterans who have had 50 weeks of
military laboratory training are accepted at the technician level without examina-
tion. For those who must be tested, the Division of Laboratories of the Depart-
ment of Health treats each case individually, depending on the candidate's
education and experience, and makes up an appropriate test.

The State of [1linois, while it does not license individual clinical
laboratory personnel, does require these personnel to meet qualifications under
the regulations for laboratory licensure.

Non-doctoral laboratory directors may be required to take a state-
developed examination. Each one is individually set up, usually consisting of
short-answer written questions. Such tests are also given technolegists and
technicians,

I1linois' requirement for supervising technologist is a minimum of two
years of college including acceptable courses in chemical and biological science,
a minimum of one year of supervised laboratory training and experience in an
AMA-approved institution, and two years of additional laboratory work. Experience
may be substituted for the first three years in the ratio of two years of super-
vised working experience for each year of collegiate and laboratory training. And
one year of training and experience as an armed forces medical laboratory
specialist may be substituted for the year of training in an AMA-approved program.

Tennessee requires examinations of non-doctoral laboratory directors, and

. of supervisors, technologists, and technicians. C(andidates are offered an option

of taking an over-all examination at each level, or tests in any of five special=-

ties. |1f they elect the latter, their resuiting license is of course limited to
that specialty or specialties.

Examination questions were developed by an advisory committee to the
Department of Public Health. The tests are then assembled by the Professional
Examination Service of the A.P,H.A,, which also provides the grading and statis-
tical analyses.

The testis are offered twice a year. About 25% fail. A candidate may take
the test at one level three times; if he fails each time, he may then take the
examination for the level below.

There are no plans to offer oral or performance tests.

The Tennessee regulations are unusual in that they spell out the training
for technologists and technicians in great detail. While the usual training for
technicians is a full year of didactic and clinical work, the regulations offer
an alternate route to eligibility for the licensing examination -~ through
training and service as a military medical taboratory specialist at the journey~-
man level.

Florida's new law calls for licensing of medical laboratory personnel at
four levels -- director, supervisor, technologist, and technician. And for all
but the technician, licensing in six specialties is offered. Some 4,500 people
were ''grandfathered' in under the new law, but now every candidate for licensure

@ st take an examination. Thus the State pepartment of Health has a total of 19
E l()w examinations,

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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The examinations, all written, were developed by the Professional Examina-
tion Service of the A,P,H.A, There are no plans for oral or performance testing.

For the three upper levels, there are 50 questions on each specialty
examination. Most people take more than one. The supervisor'!s and the director'’s
examinations include an additional 30-50 questions on administrative matters.

The technician's examination is one over-all unit containing 100 questions.

About 500 persons took the examinations on their first administration in
May 1969 =- about 40% of them technicians. They were to be given again in
December 1969, and thereafter at least semi-annually.

New York Citv's regulations offer two routes for technical personnel in
laboratories to achieve certification. Certificates of qualification may be
obtained without examination by those who have the required education and exper-
ience. Those who do not must take written, oral, and practical examinations.

For ltaboratory directors, the written examination is prepared by the
Advisory Committees on Clinical Laboratories and Blood Banks. The examination,
of the essay variety, is a very comprehensive one, taking at least four hours to
complete. It requires exercise of judgment as well as recall of information.

A director who passes the written examination is eligible for the oral/
practical examination. This half-day test takes place in the facilities of the
Bureau of Laboratories. FEach director is examined by three competent specialists
in his own field., Other than a general list of areas to cover, they have no
pre-set instructions as to how to proceed with the examination. They know
nothing of the candidate, and have not seen his essay test. At the end of the
practical, after discussion among themselves, the examiners must write their
critical comments, generally aimed at answering the question: '“ould you leave
this candidate in charge of your own laboratory?" Two of the three must agree
for him to receive certification.

For candidates on the lower levels in the laboratory, New York City uses
the written examinations of the Professional Examination Service of the A.P.H.A.,
supplementing them with its own oral/practical tests. For laboratory super-
visors, the oral/practical takes two hours and involves two examiners (who must
agree, or a third is called in). For technologists and for technicians, one hour
and one examiner apiece are required. Each candidate on these levels is given
one problem -- of varying complexity, of course, according to the level of the
applicant -- to work out in the presence of the examiner(s). These problems are
structured in advance, unlike those presented the laboratory directors.

: g I S

For technologists, the Medicare regulations require completion of one of
the following: (1) a course of study leading to a bacheior's degree in medical
technology, (2) three academic years of study and a year of training in an AMA-
approved school of medical technology, {3) a course of study meeting requirements
for a B.S. in one of the chemical, physical or biological sciences, plus at
least one year of pertinent laboratory experience and/or training, or (4) three
academic years of study with specified chemistry and biology courses, plus at
least one year of laboratory experience or training. These last two options must
have provided the individual with education and training in medical technology
equivalent to that described in the first two options.

The standards for technicians require high school graduation plus one of
the following: (1) a one-year AMA-approved technician training program, (2) two
E Tkjrs of experience in an acceptable clinical laboratory, or (3) a 50-week course
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CIVIL SERVICE EXAMINATIONS 5.

The medical laboratory workers in the field of public health are not
tested for proficiency if they work for the Federal government, but are likely
to have undergone such testing if they work for a state.

The only U.S, Civil Service testing of laboratory personnel is that of
GS-2 and GS-3 Medical Laboratory Aides, who '!must pass a written test of abili-
ties necessary to learn and perform the duties of these positions''--in other
words, an aptitude or predictive test, not a test of knowledge or achievement.

Most of the state and local civil service regulations, on the other hand,
do require at least written examinations of individuals seeking to work in
state clinical laboratories. Nearly half the states operate their examination
programs under contracts with the Professional Examination Service of the Ameri-
can Public Health Association, as do major cities and counties such as Berkeley,
Baltimore City and Baltimore County, Detroit and Wayne County in Michigan,
and Philadelphia and Allegheny County, Pennsylvania. These are broad contracts
covering the more than 25 fields in wnhich PES provides tests.

PES examinations are composed of multiple~choice written questions drawn
from its huge bank of test questions developed and reviewed by specialist con-
sultants. They are practice~-oriented, ''aimed at the real world,' and not speci=-
fically related to academic courses or to training programs.

PES points out the difference between these employment tests and the
licensing tests they also prepare: while the licensing examinations are designed
to eliminate the worst, the employment examinations aim at identifying the best
practitioners in any field.

In 111linois, which makes up its own civil service tests, the written
examinations for laboratory technicians are supplemented by practical examina-
tions which the State Department of Personnel developed to weed out candidates
who in fact are unfamiliar with laboratory procedures even though they may
understand them on paper. Befoie, many had passed the written examination ''who
didn't know what the inside of a laboratory looked like."

The 11linois regulations now call for each candidate for Laboratory
Technician | and |1 (Option }--Clinical) to take a written examination cover-
ing arithmetic, vocabulary, laboratory equipment, laboratory techniques, and
clinical tests and procedures. On passing that, he must take the performance
test, which, the regulations state, "includes a practical demonstration in a
State laboratory of the candidate’s ability to perform specific laboratory

"+ tasks and tests his knowledge of the equipment and techniques used....The

performance test also includes an evaluation of the candidate's personal
gualities and general aptitude for laboratory work....'" Similar tests exist
for Option 3 -~ Histological and Option 8 - Bacteriological, as well as for
other options not related to this study.

To becomeeligible for employment at the stated grades, the technician
must make a score of at least 70 on each test. And for the over-all assessment
of the candidate, the written test is weighted at 70%, the performance test at
30% for the Laboratory Technician |, and the written test at 60% and the per-
ormance test at L0% for Laboratory Technician if.

4J
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Members of the intarviewing board for the practical tests receive sug-
gested questions and problems, and some information about how to rate the candi-
dates bzing interviewed. The test takes a minimum of 20 minutes, and includes
oral questions concerning laboratory procedures, identification of laboratory
equipment, and performance of a simple laboratory procedure such as a blood
count. Examiners may also ask questions designed to determine what they would
do in the event of unusual test results.

Ratings are made in four categories: personal qualities, job knowledge,
practical application, and overall evaluation. Instructions and rating sheets
for performance test examiners form Attachment L on page 73 of this report.

‘Some 15-20% of those who pass the written tests fail the performance
test. Here-are pass+fall figures on the candidates of the last three years:

Failed Written Test Failed Perf. Test Passed Total Exam

Lab, Tech._1

1967 - 31 8 34

1968 . L2 8 53

1969 (to Oct. 14) 26 L 1
99 20 118

Lab, Tech. 11

1967 9 9 37

1968 27 9 26

1969 (to Oct. 14) 11 2 1
7 20 74

The State of California also devises its own examinations, including a '
series in the laboratory field.

For most levels in the laboratory, tests consist of written and oral
portions, weighted about 60% add 40%, respectively, in the over-all score. The
" objective multiple=choice written tests involved are aimed at ability to apply
principles and analyze data, as well as to recall information. Questions on
supervision appear in tests on the higher levels.

A recent addition to California’s testing program for laboratory person-
nel is a performance test for the Laboratory Assistant | level, developed in

- response to the needs of people who were having trouble with the verbal content

of the former written test (which it replaces, not supplements). The new test
is to be given first in February 1970. It will consist of three sections: (1)
identifying laboratory equipment by matching items and name cards, (2) reading
charts regarding the decontamination of equipment and (3) segregating labora-
tory items in two ways--first, distinguishing among items as to how they must
be sterilized, and second, distinguishing among usable glassware and that which
may be damaged or dirty. Examiners will be given thorough orientation, as they
are for all performance tests developed by the California State Personnel Board,
-to provide for the maximum possible objectivity. Candidates who pass the per-
formance test will also be given an oral interview, to evaluate personal quali-
fications, as the second part of the examination. Each part is weighted 50%.
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There are no plans to use performance testing above this entry lovel
position.

California has a Mechanical and Technicial Occupational Trainee classi-
fication particularly designed for the training of people who do not meet the
formal entry level requirements. Completion of this training-~or of any other
formalized laboratory work experience and training program of at least three
months' duration, such as those conducted under Manpower Development and Train-
ing Act, Work Incentive Program, or similar work experience programs canducted
by State Agencies''--makes the trainee eligible for the new Laboratory Assist-
ant | examination.

From the Assistant level, additional years of experience in the State
service make an employee eligible for advancement up to the Technician level,
where formal education begins to be required.

Civi) service reqgulations, Federal and state, generally do not provide
for the mobility of laboratory personnel from the technician level, requiring
some training and experience post high school, to the professional technologist
level, requiring essentially college graduation.

No equivalency procedures are indicated for bridging this gap either
in present regulations or in drafts such as (1) the "'Guide Class Specifications
for State Public Health Laboratories.'!' prepared recently by the HEW Office of
State Merit Systems, the Association of State and Territorial Public Health
Laboratory Directors, and the National Communicable Disease Center, or (2) ''Edu-
cational Qualifications of Public Health Laboratory Workers,' prepared in 1966
by the Committee on Professional Education of the American Public Health Associ-
ation and published in the March 1967 American Journal of Public Health.

. It was understood by those preparing the above-mentioned drafts that
" technician-level personnel may do routine work under supervision, but that
judgment is required for the professional level technologist--judgment that is
presumably formed on the basis of the theoretical knowledge gained with a
college degree.

Nonetheless, state laboratory officials and others concede there are
certain individuals who can and do add to their own stores of knowledge--
practical and theoretical--without setting foot in a classroom. Most laboratory
directors queried know of several cases where 1aboratory workers have exerted
that extra effort, and where it was recognized by making a special exception
to the usual rules. '
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ETS~-CSC TESTS OF VA MEDICAL LABORATORY TECHNICIAMS

A full battery of tests and ratings were given to medical technicians
at Veterans' Administration hospitals in 1967 and 1963, as part of a large
study on test and job performance of Negroes and whites.

The study, undertaken jointly by the U.S. Civil Service Commission and
the Educational Testing Service under a Ford Foundation grant, aimed ''to iden=~
tify tests which are good predictors of job performance and at the same time
do not place certain cultural subgroups at an unfair disadvantage.'’

The medical technician's job happened to be chosen as the first one to
be studied, partly because there are both whites and blacks working on the
same levels, because their tasks are highly visible, and because most were
hired without testing and therefore the group was not test-selected in advance
of the study,

Data were collected for 297 white technicians and 168 Negro technicians
working in some 30 VA hospitals across the country. Each had been on the job
at least two years; the median was eight to ten years. The data included
scores on a battery of nine aptitude (‘predictor!)} tests, a questionnaire giving
background information, ratings by supervisors and co-workers, scores on a
test of job knowledge, and results of a one~hour work sample.

The aptitude battery was chosen from a group of Educational Testing
Service and Civil Service Commission instruments, each of which is known to
assess certain cognitive abilities. Only predictor variables throught to be
related to the job activities of the medical technicians were used-~aptitude
tests such as might be given before employing people for these jobs. These
were number facility, clerical speed and accuracy, certain perceptual skills,
mechanical aptitude, fine finger dexterity, verbal aptitude, and short-term
memory.

The questionnaire included amount of experience, amount of education,
family socio-economic status, and areas of laboratory experience.

Rating scales completed where possible by co-workers and by two levels
of supervisors, were designed to measure flexibillty, organization, job interest,
learning ability, job knowledge, dexterity (or ''technique''), need for super=
vision, communication skills, and over=-all ability. The rating scales were
developed with care and contained extensive instructions to the raters. Each
rater was asked to rate all the technicians in his laboratory on one aspect of
job performance before going on to rate each on the next aspect. Descriptions
of job performance on the scales defined the levels of the scale in several
styles, allowing for difference in style on the part of the raters. 1In addition,
a fictitious "Otto Analyzer'' was to be rated on each scale to provide a basis
for judging the sevérity of the rater.

The study aimed at minimizing the usual problems involved with rating
scales, such as: (1) *halo'’ effect, the tendency to aliow a general liking
or disliking color Individual ratings on specific tasks; (2) a tendency toward
the mean, rating everyone average; (3) lack of validity of the scale itself,
when characteristics being rated have little or nothing to do with the likeli-
hood of successful job performance; and, most important, (4) rater bias, which
occurs when the supervisors inexperienced at rating behavior have no guidelines
O cept their own experience, and may tend to rate people working in their own
[ERJ!:acialties more harshly, or may tend to use different criteria in rating men
amEEEEd women, Or may have any one of a number of other possible biases.
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Some evidence of rater bias came through in this study, according to a
representative of ETS, despite the efforts to make the scale objective. Com=
paring ratings with the job knowledge test showed high correlations for black
supervisor/black technician, for white supervisor/white technician, and for
white supervisor/black technician. But the black supervisor/white technician
combination's very low correlation seemed to indicate personality characteristics
were interfering with the ratings for this group.

The rating scale was used as a criterion of job performance against
which to measure the predictive test results.

The job _knowledge test was assembled from items used in tests in a
hospital medical technology school, reviewed and updated. The 75 multiple
choice questions were aimed at testing recall of knowledge used on the job.

The test was used as a second criterion for comparison with the aptitude tests.

The third criterion was to have been a one-hour work sample. This
portion of the test battery was administered to 42 technicians at three hospi-
tals. An alkaline phosphatase determination composed of three independent
measures was required, as was a leukocyte differential blood count., But the
various problems that developed with the work sample test made it of little
value in the over-all project.

Among the problems was the fact that the testing was done in working
laboratories, where work space was limited and the borrowed equipment left
much to be desired because it was only that equipment not needed for patient
care; it was not of highest quality, and it varied from one lab to another.
In addition, the tasks chosen for the work sample proved to be too difficult
for the technicians being tested. More than 42 technicians would have been
tested, but the work sample procedures were discontinued when these diffi-
culties, and others, developed. All the data obtained were analyzed, but no
significant correlations could be found with the other measures in the study.

While this particular work sample proved abortive, ETS experts believe
it is possible to devise another set of procedures which would prevent the
various problems which arose with this test.

In an interim report of the study's results, ETC and €SC officials
pointed out that the comparison of the job knowledge test with aptitude tests
showed the opposite of what might be expected: comparison of the aptitude
tests with the criterion measures (the job knowledge test and the ratings) did
not show that paper and pencil tests are unfair to Negroes. On the contrary,
there were higher validities for whites shown on the presumably culture-free
aptitude tests (such as dexterity), while presumably culture-bound tests
having to do with vocabulary actually predicted job performance better for
Negroes., Generally, whites who scored any specific score on prediction tests
could be expected to do better on the job knowledge tests than Negroes scoring
the same number. No explanations for these results have been advanced.

ETS and CSC are analyzing the data further, and are expanding their
study to other job positions.

Q
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AlR FORCE TESTING

The United States Air Force testing program includes several tests for
military medical laboratory personnel.

The more than 500 Air Force tests have been developed under policy
guidelines laid down by the Pzrsonnel Standards Division, Directorate of
Personnel Planning, Deputy Chief of Staff for Personnel, Headquarters, USAF.
They are administered by test control offlcers at Air Force installations
throughout the world.

Among about 50 tests given in medical fieids are examinations for
Medical Laboratory Specialist and Medical lLaboratory Technician.

Until Spring, 1969, these tests were used to advance military labora-
tory personnel from one skill fevel to another. B8eginning in the Fall of 1969,
they are being used for grade promotions to Grades E-L through £-7 instead.

A Medical Laboratory Specialist (90430) has usually had the Air Force
basic medical laboratory course, although some personnel receive their training
on the job. After experience, he may be promoted to Medical Laboratory Special-
ist (S0450) level. He may then take the advanced medical laboratory course,
providing fourteen weeks of didactic training and nine months of clinical
training. This course is desireable but not mandatory for the Medicail Labora-
tory Technician (90470) level., Other specialties are Medical Laboratory Super-
intendent (90491) and Histopathology Technician (90471).

Each Air Force test is administered once & year to those who qualify
for grade promotions through length of service in theAir Force and in the
specialty involved. All are scored using the percentile system; the higher
the score, the more points the airman gets toward his Weighted Airman promo-
tion System score. Those who are not promoted may take the test again the
following year. There is no experience to date with the new use of the tests
that would provide useful information on pass-fail rates.

The two laboratory tests examined for this study were designed for
90450 and 90170 level personnel. They have been modified for promotion use,
excluding some ''management'' questions which are covered in another promotion
examination, and covering only content related to the medical laboratory field
at the particular grade involved.

Each test now consists of 115 multiple~choice items. They are designed
to test the application of principles in actual job situations. They were
developed by Air Force senior non-commissioned officers who are on the "job in
medical laboratories, with the assistance of test psychoiogists in editing
questions.

The Air Force also offers Career Development Courses by correspondence.
Laboratory personnel who do not take the full medical laboratory course are
required to take available correspondence courses at the same time they are
developing on-the-~job skills. New courses are being prepared in chemistry and
urinalysis (#90411), microbiology (#90412), hematology, serology, blood banking
and immunohematology (#°0h]3), and medical laboratory administration (#90k14).
T 'wation portions of these courses are not fully developed, but should be

[]z\!::UbJeCt of research for any future study of testing applicable to medical
s fatory personnel.,
s B0
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ARMY TESTING

The U.S. Army's Enlisted Evaluation System provides the basis for all
personng]l management decisions involving an Army enlisted man -- including
promotion, superior performance pay, and choice duty locations.

The tests are developed by the U.S. Army Enlisted Evaluation Center
at Fort Benjamin Harrison in Indianapolis. Policy quidelines are laid down
in Washington by the Classification and Evaluation 3raiich of the Enlisted Per~
sonnel Directorate of the 0ffice of Personnel Operations.

The evaluation tests are developad '"to insure maximum coverage of your
job requirements,' according to the Test Aid put out by Army headquarters to
list reference materials and courses for pre-test study. Tests are given each
year.

Pass~fail rates, expressed in percentages, not as an absolute passing
score, are determined by consultation with the professional groups in related
civilian fields. The medical specialties have the highest rates for failure --
about 10~12%. A corpsman who fails is considered for reclassification to ,
another specialty, and may be required to do additional study. Reclassifica-
tion is mandatory for failure the following year. Anyone who fails evaluation
tests three successive times regardless of the specialties involved must be
considered for elimination from the service.

There are three skill levels for Army medical laboratory personnel,
with a test for each:

MOS code 92B20 - Medical Laboratory Assistant or Specialist

MOS code 32B30 - Senior Medical Laboratory Specialist -- must have
successfully completed the Medical Laboratory Procedures
(Advanced) Course or be an ASCP-registered medical technologist

MOS code 92BL0O - Chief Medical Laboratory NCO -~ a supervisory
position

Each of the tests contains 125 multiple choice written questions.
There are no performance tests in the medical field in the Army. The tests are
designed to present problem situations such as those the individual would meet
on the job. The Evaluation Center aims to get away test items which ask for
isolated bits of information.
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AMERICAN MEDICAL TECHNOLOGISTS PROFICIENCY TESTING PROGRAM

in May 1969, the American Medical Technologists announced its A M.T. Educa-
tional Performance Proficiency Program, constructed for A ,M,T. by the Illinois
Association of Clinical Laboratories.

The AM.T. is an sccrediting group not sponsored by or affiliated with any
organized medical group nor recognized by the MNational Commission on Accrediting.
The |.A.C.L. has been an independent group, but will become in January 1970 a
State section of the American Association of Bioanalysts, a national professional
organization of independent clinical laboratory owners.

The new Educational Performance Proficiency Testing Program was instituted
because:

Existing proficiency testing programs do not encompass all laboratory
personnel;

The need for involving all laboratory personnel in programs of continuing
education is apparent;

We are aware that good laboratory work is the result of all laboratory
persornel ‘having access to, and being able to participate in, a variety
of programs of continuing education.

The program is designed for laboratory personnel who wish to participate
voluntarily as individuals in the type of proficiency testing required of labora-
tories. It can also be used as a work home study program for those who cannot get
to continuing education seminars, and by those not currently employed in labora-
tories who wish to keep up to date. It uses a reference manual developed by the
I.A.C.L. for participants in its laboratory proficiency testing program.

Materials in four laboratory specialties became available in the Fall of
1969, as described in the annhouncement:

HEMATOLCGY =~ This will include some urinalysis and general testing procedures.

- the hemoglobin determination

~ blood specimens for various examinations such as reticulocytes,
eosinophiles, red cell morphology, L.E. cells, etc.

- Kodachrome siides of normal, atypical, and abnormal blood cells

- vials for erythrocyte and leukocyte enumeration and work sheets for
calculation of indices

- Kodachrome slides of cellular constltuents in urlnalySis, observatlon

- .and work problems

- general laboratory observations and work problems, including specimens

MICROBIOLOGY

- Bacteriological specimens, work slides, and work problems
~ Parasjtology -- work specimens and instruction sheets
- Mycology =~ work specimens and instruction sheets

CHEMISTRY

~ Basic testing series for laboratories
- Experiments in methodology with sampies and reagents
- Work problems in chemistry

Q  CYTOLOGY
- Slides and work instructions
~ Kodachrome slides of unusual as well as normal and abnormal cells
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SUGGESTIONS FOR EVALUAT!ION OF RETRAINED MEDICAL TECHNOLOGISTS

In connection with a report on '"Retraining Medical Technologists,' pre-
pared by the National Committee on Careers in Medical Technology under contract
with the Public Health Service, and published in May 1967, consideration was
given to the problems of evaluating retrainees.

Although it was decided not to include evaluation procedures in the
resulting ''Curriculum Guides'' because of the great variation in the backgrounds
of the people who would receive that training, the possible ways of testing

medical laboratory personnel were discussed in some detail in the contract
report,

Three types of skiils need to be examined, according to the report:
retention of factual knowledge, laboratory proficiency in applying that know=-
ledge, and laboratory discipline essential to mainenance of quality of technical
skill,!!

Knowledge tests are best administered by the subject matter instructor,
the report said. It went on tc point out that there is no standard procedure
for the evaluation of laboratory discipline, and that therefore ratings by
supervisors must continue to be subjective judgments. :

On the matter of laboratory proficiency, however, the report went into
more detail, and in fact drafted part of a 'programmed test'' in bacteriology
as a sample of the type of testing which could be done.

The suggested test is adapted from procedures used by the National
Board of Medical Examiners which will be found in a subsequent section of this
present study. Accerding to the retraining evaluation report:

The primary goal then is an instrument suitable for evaluating
laboratory proficiency that can be universalized for purposes of design
and measurement. This might be accomplished by creating a mock clinical
situation in which the examinee is confronted in laboratory practice.
The test instrument would then examine the judgment and ability exercised
by the examinee in aligning the variables in proper perspective and in
pursuing avenues of selection and decision leading to successful deter-
minations. |deally, the test inst rument would be !programmed'': that is,
constructed in sections so that informatior gleaned from choices made
in one part would contribute to the selection of alternatives in a sub-
sequent part. |t should also be amenable to audit and correction by the
examinee at any point in the working of a particular problem, to the
extent that correction of procedure is possible during the course of a
. laboratory determination,

Attachment C shows a programmed problem set designed to assess
laboratory proficiency in bacteriology., It simulates a laboratory situ-
ation in which the correct selection of alternatives depends on the ex~
aminee's judgment in using the factual knowledge at his command.

The set is composed of three related problems, each posing alterna-
Q tive courses of action. Some courses of action will be correct choices,
l(:‘ some incorrect, and some will neither contribute to nor impede the ex-

P aminee's progress. Each possible course of action is accompanied by
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two erasable blocks. (Special erasable ink would be necessary in lay-
ing these blocks.over the printed answers). When the left block is
erased, the result of the action selected is disclosed, The information
disclosed under the erased blocks is used to enter the second problem

in the set, where alternatives are again selected on the basis both of
this information and additional given information. At the conclusion

of the entire problem set, the right hand blocks are erased to disclose
the arswer key. The examinee is scored according to the 'yes'', ''no"!
or "'optional'' beneath the right block accompanying each choice. After
scoring in each problem set, the examinee may erase all blocks to see
the results of the choices not selected.

Other types of instruments may also be used to measure laboratory
proficiency: for example, & group of reproductions (photographs and
drawings) and graphs depicting a technologist's observations in a clini~
cal situation, preferably a borderline or multiple condition rather

than a single ''classic' one.

The snagested 'programmed'!' test and the suggested rating scale form
Attachment 5 on page 78 of this report.
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THE AMERICAN ACADEMY OF MICROBIOLOGY EXAMINATIONS

A number of certificates are available to professionals in the field
of microbiology from agencies of the American Academy of Microbiology. The
National Registry of Microbiologists offers examinations for Registered
Microbiologists at the baccalaureate level, and for master's and doctoral
degree Specialists in Public Health and Medical Laboratory Microbiology,

The American Board of Medical Microbiology offers certification at the post-
doctoral level in Public Health and Medical Laboratory Microbiology and five
separate specialty areas. While none of the three examinations aims at test-
ing on.=the=job competence of laboratory personnel, information about them

is included here because of the importance of microbiologists in clinical
laboratories.

Candidates for Registered Microbiologists must have a baccalaureate
degree with major specialization in a biological science and certain specified
science courses, The Standards and Examinations Committee of the National
Registry may admit to examination persons who lack some of the couirse require-
ments. i

The examination provides ''concrete evidence that the candidate is
familiar with the concepts, information, and factual knowledge appropriate
to this field,' according to the Registry's announcement, ''but it does not
provide for appraisal of laboratory competence.'

Each candidate must pass a general written examination and two of the
following written speciaity examinations: (1) agricultural and industrial
microbiology, (2) food, dairy and sanitation microbiology, (3) pathogenic
bacteriology; '(4) immunology and serology, (5) virology, (6) mycology, and (7)
parasitology. All are multiple-choice tests.

The examirations are given in the office of a Fellow of the Academy
near the candidate's home, and at a time convenient to the candidate.

A candidate may repeat sections failed, or the entire examination, any
humber of times.

) The Seecialist program, established in June 1969, is designed to recog-
nize master's or doctoral level individuals who have a capacity to supervise
- the operation of the miciobinlogical procedures in a public health or medical
laboratory. As with the Registry program, the intent is to provide recognition
for training and scientiflic understanding, but not an appraisal of laboratory
competence. To be eligible, an individual must have a master's degree in micro-
biology or a master's or doctorate in medicine or science, plus at least four
years of acceptable experience. And as above, the coamittee may admit to the
examination persons who do not have the specific course requirements, if it
judges they are nevertheless otherwise qualified 'by virtue of long and effec~-
tive experience in microbiology.'' There is no waiver of the required degrees
under this provision in either case, but only of specific courses.

The examination is a comprehensive written test in public health and
medical microbiology. There are no options. It is given at a time and place
convenient to the candidate. And i% may be repeated, six months after the date
of ~Cf’fication of failure, any number of times.
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Until June 30, 1974, an applicant may be registered as a Specialist
without examination if he meets the requirements for admission to the exam-
ination. And the master's or doctoral degree requirement will be waived
until that date '‘for persons with established positions and eminence and
who are members of the National Registry of Microbiologists with seven years
or more of experience, ... and are serving as a supervisor or its equivalent
at the time of application."

"To be eligible for certification as a Diplomate of the American Board of
Microbiology, a candidate must have an earned doctoral degree and five years of
pertinent and acceptable post-doctoral training and experience. One year of
teaching of independent research and one year of ciinical internship or resi-
dency may be substituted for one year of experience.

In addition to the broad certification in Public Health and Medical
t aboratory Microbiology, certification is available in the specialties of
bacteriology, immunology, mycology, parasitology, and virologw,

The examination has two parts. Part | is a three-hour written, multiple-
choice test of 180 questions covering all the specialties. It tests a minimum
knowledge level in each specialty considered to be necessary for anyone certi-
fied by the Board. The questions ‘'are limited to basic knowledge and appli-
cations of it; specific details of sophisticated procedures and newer aspects
of molecular biology are excluded.'' An over-all grade of 75 is passing.

Part 1l is a more advanced test on the candidate's selected area of
competence. |t consists of written and oral portions, both administered by
the same three examiners,

The examination may be repeated any number of times, after six months.

O
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NATIONAL REGISTRY IN CLINICAL CHEMISTRY EXAMINATIONS

A new organization which has just conducted its first testing program,
the National Registry in Clinical Chemistry was recently formed by the five
major chemical organizations in the United States having a direct interest
in the field of clinical chemistry: The American Association of Clinical
Chemists, the American Boatd of Clinical Chemistry, the American Chemical
Society, the American Institute of Chemists, and the American Society of
Biological Chemists,

The Registry grants accreditation at two levels: Clinical Chemistry
Technologist’ and Clinical Chemist.

The Clinical Chemistry Technologlst level is ”de5|gned primarily for
applicants with recent bachelor's or master's degrees in chemistry or for
those with academic degrees in other disciplines who regularly perform
clinical chemistry determinations.'" To be eligible for the examination, a
candidate must have a bachelor's degree in chemical science or a ''closely
related discipline,' including at least 16 semester hours of chemistry, and
at least one year of acceptable experience in clinical chemistry after the
baccalaureate degree.

The Clinical Chemist category ''exists for more experienced graduates
who have majored in chemical science and who are active in the field of
clinical chemistryl!' A baccalaureate degree with a minimum of 32 hours in
chemistry is required, and at least six years' subsequent experience. A
master's degree may be substituted for two of the years of experience, and
an earned doctorate, for four,

In an interesting variationfor a grandfather clause, until the end of
1970 candidates who are otherwise eligible need have had only 16 semester hours
of chemistry if the number of years of experience in excess of six when added
to the number of semester hours in chemistry totals at least 32.

The Registry's first examination, administered on October 31, 1963,
to 113 candidates, was prepared by the Professional Examination Service of
the American Public Health Association. It is a three-hour, 150-item, multiple
choice written test designed to evaluate knowledge of both the fundamental and
practical aspects of clinical chemistry. |1ts three principal parts are basic
science, laboratory practice, and methodology. |t will be givern again in the
Spring of 1970. Candidates who fail may appeal to the Registry's Board of
Directors within 60 days, or apply within one year for re-examination.
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AN EQUIVALENCY TEST FOR MEDICAL LABORATORY TECHNICIANS?

The principles of equivalency and the need for equivalency examinations are
built into the new criteria for certification of Medical Laboratory Technicians
-~ MLT(ASCP). The criteria, developed by an ad hoc committee of the American
Society of Clinical Pathologists (ASCP), composed of pathoiogists and medical
technologists, were later approved by the ASCP Board of Directors. They are
subject to further revision and refinement, particularly in the working out of
mechanics of a two-year equivalency examination.

There are spelled out in the criteria several routes to becoming eligible
to take the newly~established Registry examination for medical laboratory
technicians -~ essentially equivalent to a two-year associate arts degree with
clinical training included or added. The routes are these:

{. Individuals with an associate degree from an institution having a
clinical affiliation with a laboratory approved by the Board of
Schools of the ASCP are eligible providing:

A. They possess an associate degree granted by an accredited
institution. The curriculum leading to this degree may be
one of the following:

l. A structured program in medical laboratory sciences.

2. A program that includes courses in chemistry and biology.

3. An experimental program acceptable to the Board of
Schools of the ASCP.

B. An adequate period of supervised clinical experience in a
physician-directed laboratory approved by the Board of
Schools of ASCP. This period may be part of or follow
the degree program, and may be implemented in a number of
ways relative to the educational needs of the institution. .

11. Individuals who are presently Certified Laboratory Assistants:
A. Will be eligible for examination providing:
1. They possess or acquire an associate degree, or
2. They demonstrate comparable academic standing as
measured by a two-year college equivalency examination.
B. Certified Laboratory Assistants, who as of July 1, 1969,
possess an associate degree or have 50 semester hours or
90 quarter hours of college credit may upon application be
classified as a Medical Laboratory Technician without
examination.,

111.- Graduates of military medical ‘laboratory programs totalling no less
than twelve months duration will be eligible for examination as a
Medical Laboratory Technician by fulfilling one of the following
requi rements:

A. Possess or acquire an associate degree, or
B. Demonstrate comparable academic standing as measured by a
two-year college equivalency examination.

s

V. Individuals with an associate degree but lacking supervised clinical
experience in a physician-directed laboratory approved by the ASCP
Board of Schools may become eligible for examination as a Medical
Laboratory Technician if;
A. They possess an associate degree or establish equivalent
Q academic standing and:
[ERJ!: 1. Have had a twelve months structured curriculum in
i medical laboratory technigues, which may have been
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2. One year of experience in a physician-directed laboratory
acceptable to the ASCP Board of Schoois.

B. They hold an associate degree plus five years cf experience in
a physician-directed laboratory acceptable to the ASCP Board of
Schools.

: The first Registry examination for this new level was given on November 1k,
1989. This administration was aimed particularly at graduates of military labora-
tory programs (see !l above), and was publicized through the Surgeon Generals'
offices of the services.

To pursue the possibility of developing equivalency examinations which would
be acceptable for credit by institutions offering two-year medical laboratory
technician courses, the National Committee for Careers in Medical Technology
initiated discussions with officials of thz College-ievel Examination Program of
the College Entrance [xamination, which offers examinations used by college to grant
credit fo¢ off<campus academic learning. (See thHe section of this report starting
on page 49 for a full explanation of the CLEF program).

On November 2L, 1969, a meating was held in New York, at the invitation of
CLEF, to discuss the feasibility of devisina equivalency tests for the medical
laboratory field.

Thiose present were:

Harold G. Levine, Director of Education, American Society of Medical
Techriologists, Houston, Texas

Mrs. Jean Linehan, National Council on Medical Technology Education,
Bethesda, Maryland

-A. Wendell Musser, M.D., Director of Allied Health Education, Duke
University, Durham, North Carolina, and Chairman, National Council
on Medical Technclogy Education

John R. Noak, Director, Department of Educational Research, Office of the
Superintendent of Public Instruction, State of Illinois, Springfield,
11linois, and consultant to the Board of Registry of Medical Technolo-
gists.

Thomas M. Peery, M.D., Chairman, Department of Pathology, George Washing~
ton University Medical Center, Washington, D.C., and immediate past-
president, American Society of Clinical Pathologists

Professor Robert L. Love, Division of Health Technologies, State Uni-
versity of New York, Alfred, New York, and Chairman, Council on
Associate Degree and Certificate Programs, Association of Schools of
Allied Health Professions

Mrs. Barbara Pryor, National Council on Medical Technology Education,
Bethesda, Maryland

George P. Vennart, M.D., Professor and Chairman, Division of Clinical

' Pathology and Hospital lLaboratories, Medical College of Virginia,
Richmond, Virginia, and Chairman, Board of Registry of Medical Tech-
nologists, American Society of Clinical Pathologists

" Nathaniel C. Allyn, Associate Director, Council on College-Level Examina=-
tions, College Entrance Examination Board, New York, New York

Jack N. Arbolino, Executive Director, Council on College-Level Examina-
tions, College Entrance Examination Board, New York, New York

Ernest Kimmel, Assistant Program Director, College-Level Examination
Program, Educational Testing Service, Princeton, New Jersey

John R. Valley, Senior Program Director, College-Level Examinations,
Educational Testing Service, Princeton, New Jersey
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There was general agreement that:

* Equivalency tests are needed in the medical laboratory field. Eventually,
the aim would be to offer mobility from the bottom to the top of the
career ladder.

* The immediate need is for equivalency tests applicable to the Medical
Laboratory Technician (MLT) .level in the laboratory. Such tests would
be useful to those working on lower levels in the laboratory, and to
military medical corpsmen wishing to enter the civilian health field.
There has been increasing pressure from governmental sources on the
latter, and increasing interest from the health occupations in this
pool of manpower. Equivalency tests to enable these and other tech-
nicians to move upward should also be considered.

% [t is important to offer both professional recognition and academic
credit. Thus the Registry could continue to offer its MLT examination
for the former. And a battery of tests for academic cquivalency should
be developed for junior college credit.

% CLEP, with its academic acceptance, is the ideal agency to provide test
for academic equivalency.

% |t is inevitatle that there will be some time and credit lost in any
program offering vertical mobility. We should not be dissuaded from
attempting examinations by the fact that all credits given for them by
junior colleges mey not be transferakle to four-year programs.

* What is needed is a battery of tests which will measure learning -- both
theoretical and practical. A measure of performance must be included -~
possibly a set of guidelines to be administered by the local institutions.

It was agreed that at least these three groups in the field need to be
involved in the development of equivalency examinations: the medical techno-
logists, the pathologists, and the colleges.

The medical technologists, represented by the American Society of
Medical Technolcgists (ASMT), and the pathologists, represented by the
American Society of Clinical Pathologists (ASCP), are both also representad
by the National Committee for Careers in Medical Technology (NCCMT). The
junior colleges are represented by the Council on Associate Degree and
Certificate Programs of the Association of Schools of Allied Health Prc-
fessions (ASAHP) and by the American Association of Junior Colleges (AAJC).
The four-year institutions are represented by the Council on Baccalaureate
and Higher Degree Programs of the ASAHP.

For the time being, NCCMT will provide the coordination and staff
work for the above group of associations. Official representation from the
organizations will be sought. The next step is a formal request from these
groups to CLEP. And later there may be a joint search for some outside
financial support.
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NAT{ONAL BOARD OF MEDI{CAL EXAMINERS EXAMINATIONS

This and the sections which follow deal with testing in other health
fields. Much can be learned from these programs which can be adapted to the
testing of medical laboratory personnel.

The National Board of Medical Examiners examinations are divided into
three parts: Part i, the preclinical sciences; Part Il, the clinical sciences;
and Part 111, clinical competence.

- The first two parts, takasn in medical school, consicst of muitiple-
choice guestions, and, according to officials of the Board, have ''been well
established as highly reliable tests of medical knowledge and a candidate’s
ability to apply his knowledge to the problem in hand.'%

Until 13581, the clinical competence evaluation -~ Part |1] -= was an
oral cxamination by the bedsides of assigned patients, with examiners looking
on, To eliminate the problems presented by the patient and the examiner as
variables, the National Board devised a new Part 111l examination designed ''to
obtain a reliable measurement of the third variable, the candidate.'’

Since the candidate has not only completed medical school but also his
internship when he takes this portion of the test, the aim is to test not only
didactic learning but also the application of that learning in practice.

With the help of the American institute for Research, a realistic de-
finition of clinical competence was obtained by the "critical incident tech-
nigue'' developed by Dr. John C. Flanagan. (For information about this tech-
nique, see the bibliography of this report.) Then an examination was developed
which since 1951 has had three sections:

The first section consists of a series of motion pictures, each showing
the clinical features of a patient being examined, as a physician might see
them. The task of the candidate is to recognize and to interpret what he is
shown. He does this by responding to a set of multiple-choice written ques-~
tions based on his observations, Additional information may be given, after
which other questions call for a more definitive diagnosis.

Another section, as described in the New England Journal of Medicine
article, ''consists of standard multiple-choice questions related to pictures of
patients or specific lesions, or gross or microscopic specimens. This section
may also include questions related to the interpretation of radiographs,
electro-cardiograms, funduscopic views, blood smears, or other clinical material’
that can be shown pictorially or graphically, with the use of color reproduc~
tion when color is needed.!" These are printed pictures, which the Board
officials feel have many advantages over slides, in that they are continuousty
available to the candidate, and can be shown as a group, requiring dis~
crimination rather than simple identification.

Q * Hubbard, John P., Levit, Edith J., Schumacher, Chartes F., and Schnabel,
[ERJ!:‘ Truman G., Jr., 'An Objective Evaluation of Clinical Competence,'' Hew
p Fnaland Journal of Medicine, June 24, 1955, page 1321.
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The third section, which the Board calls ‘''programmed testing,'' is
designzd to deal with a physician's ability to identify, to resolve and to
manage the probtems of patients. The candidate is confronted with limited
information about a sick or injurad patient, and must decide what action to
take. From a list of procedures, he chooses those he would follow. For each
there is feedback, since in making his decision he erases a special ink block
in the test answer booklzst, under which are revealed the resutts of that de-
cision, or the new information he has called for. Following this process
through several sets of possible choices for action, he continues until the
patient improves -- or perhaps dies. Thus this is a step-by-step progression
through a sequence of problems, cach building on the information gained before.
Such a test is scored by giving credit for correct choices of action (as shown
by erasures in the answer booklet), and penalties for wrong choices made or
for right choices not made. '

The new Part i1l has proven itself to be both reliable and valid.

By 1855, the reliability for Part {11 (based on the correlation between
the two halves of the test) was up to 0.87 -- '"a degree of reliability we had
not previously considered possible.

An interdisciplinary pancl of examiners agread the test had a high
degree of content validity, since it was a good sample of the various facets
of clinical competence which had been defined before the test was put together.

While the Board would like to sees the test have predictive validity --
to correlate well with subsequent performance as a physician -~ ''at the present
time, no reliable, valid measure of the physician's actual performance with
patients has been devised.'"

A final criterion against which Part. 111 can be judged is that of inde-
pendence. Does it add something to the testing package? Correlations between
Part I11 tests and the tests of Part | and !l have ranged from 0.30 to 0.65 -~
high enough to show the relationship between knowledge and clinical competence
based on that knowledge, and yet low enough to prove the Part 111 test is
indeed measuring something the other two parts doinet.

(W
&)
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FLEX -~ FEDERATION LICENSING EXAMINATION

The Federation of State Medical Boards of the United States Inc. pro-
vides a Federation Licensing Examination (FLEX) for the use of state boards of
medical examiners. While its use is not mandatory, its use is growing. Use
of this examination by the states provides a reliable, valid, and uniform base
for reciprocity among them, and el iminates the variasbles that have been a
barrier to that reciprocity.

Emphasis in the examination, first offered in 1958, is on clinical com-
petence. It is structured much like thz National 3Board of Madical Examiners
examinations with threes days covering basic science subjects, clinical science
subjects, and clinical competence. And it: uses pre-tested questions drawn
from the National Board's pool of multiple choice questions, as well as from
its Part 11l films, photographs and programmed testing questions-

Since the candidates are not only recent graduates (they must be at
least onec year out of medical school), but also physicians who have been in
practice for many years, the questions are selected in the range of medium
difficulty ~= neither too easy nor too difficult.

Scores are given for individual subjects and for each day's examination
as a whole, and a 'FLEX Weightad Average'' for the over-ali battery of tests is
computed by giving basic science a weight of 1, clinical science a weight of 2,
and clinical competence a weight of 3 -+ acknowledging, according to the
Federation, ''the states' unique responsibility toward the remote graduate, the
physician re~examined after withdrawal from practice for a2 number of years,
and the foreign graduatc."

=
i
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EDUCATIONAL COUNCIL FOR FOREIGN MEDICAL GRADUATES

This Council offers an examination program whereby the graduate of &
medical school outside thes United States, Puerto Rico and Canada can demon-
strate a minimum amount of medical knowledge and receive the ECFMG certifica-
tion which is required by rcgulations in two-thirds of the states and by certain
American Medical Association and American Hospital Association regulations.

Thus the examination represents a type of equivalency procedure, although the
Council is careful to state that it does not certify that those who pass it
have knowledge equivalent to graduates of American medical schools.

The 360 questions == in English -~ are drawn from the pool of stand-
ardized multiple-choice questions maintained by the National Board of Medical
Framiners, each having been used in at least one National Board examination.
They cover the fields of medicine, surgery, obstctrics and gynccology,
pediatrics, and the basic medical scicnces.

The passing score of 75 is as nearly equivalent as possible to the
passing score of 75 on the Part 11 National Board examination.

There is also an English test, ''designed primarily to test the candi-
date's comprehension of spoken English."

In addition to passing the examination, the candidate for ECFMG certi-
fication must present documentary evidecnce that he has completed the entire
medical course in a foreign medical school.

)
o
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AMERiCAN BOARD OF ORTHOPAEDIC SURGERY

A comprehensive program called the Orthopaedic Training Study got underway
in 1964 to develop evaluation instruments to assess competence in orthopaedics, a
joint project of the American Board of Orthopaedic Surgery and the Center for the
Study of Medical Education of the University of Illinois College of Medicine. it
is funded by the Public Health Service Bureau of Health Professions Education and
Manpower Training.

The first step in this project was a definition of what constitutes com=-
petence in orthopaedics, which was developed by Flanagan's critical incident
technique.

Many possible testing techniques were studied; and three new ones evolved
from the project, all having substantial reliability and validity.

The Simulated Patient Management Problem, a written test developed along
the same lines as the National Medical Board's Part 111, = but in fact devetoped
separately - a ''programmed'' test situation where the candidate builds one
decision on another in diagnosing and treating an imaginary patient. (See the
section of this report beginning on page 31 for more information about the
National Boards and their use of this type of testing).

The Simulated Diagnostic interview, an oral test in which the examiner
plays the role of the patient and the candidate el’cits information from him.
‘After twelve minutes, the candidate is given three minutes to present his diag-
nostic impressions,

The Simulated Proposed Treatment Interview, in which the examiner again
plays the role of a patient, and the candidate has three minutes to familiarize
himself with the case, after which he must explain the treatment to the '‘patient'’.
This test is aimed at evaluating effectiveness of physician-patient relationships.

The Study also analyzed threz traditional methods of evaluation:

The Multiple Choice Examination, a traditional form of testing ortho-
paedic residents, which on analysis was revealed to be assessing mainly
recall of information.

The Oral Quizzes, given to candidates for certification for many years,
five one~-half hour quizzes for each candidate, administered by large
numbers of practicing orthopaedicists, which on analysis also proved to
be assessing recall and recognition of isolated fragments of information.

The Supervisory Rating Form, a new form designed to minimize the subject-
ivity of such appraisals by introducing specific criteria to guide
observers in making their judgments.

Correlations among all these methods indicate that each of the test

variables measures important areas of competence not measured by other tests.

The Study is continuing to assess these new evaluation methods, as they have been

introduced into the Board's certification examination. It is also, with the

cooperation of the In-Training Examination Committee of the American Academy of
‘prthopaedic Surgeons, using these methods to study the rate at which some of the

E l(jasured elements of competence are achieved by residents at various levels of
aining == a study which may lead to changes in residency programs.

1IN
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while no systematic attempt has been made in this study of equivalency
and proficiency testing to survey the test procedures of every medical specialty,
a report on this program of the American Board of Orthopaedic Surgery is
included here because the Orthopaedic Training Study has included a com-
prehensive evaluation of old testing methods and the development of new testing

methods from which other fields may have something to learn.
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NURS ING EXAMINATIONS

The nursing profession has a2 long-time interest in the problems of grant-
ing credit for past traiming and expericnce.

Licensed practical nurses entering diploma schooils or associate degree
programs to become registered nurses wish some credit for their basic nursing
training and experience. And registered nurses from diploma or associate degree
programs returning to school to get a baccalaureate degrece also wish some credit
for the many facets -ef nursing they have studied and practiced.

As carly as 1945, the National League for Nursing Education was considering
related problems as it developed its earliest tests for post-graduate nurses.
By the time of the 1967 NLN Convention, interest was considerable, as seen in this
resolution:

Since it is understandable that persons in any educational field
. may change their goals, and

Since sound educational principles discourage repetition of
materials already learned and internalized to the point of
effective application, and

Since it is appropriate and desirable to encourage nurses who
wish to continue their education so they can assume greater
responsibility for health services to people,

Thke NLN shall encourage nursing education programs which are
integral units of educationa! institutions to explore further
mechanisms which will make it possible for nurses to demonstrate
previously acquired knowledge and competence in order to avoid
unnecessary repetition of nursing content.

In 1967, 83% of the RN's finishing nursing programs were in diploma and
associate degree programs, so there is a large pool of nurses who might return
for college degrees if the incentive were provided.

A variety of ‘'challenge examinations'' have been used by nursing schcols
to allow credit for past training and experience. Many of these have been locally
constructed tests. Some nursing schools have used NLN tests which were devised
for other purposes. An NLN test expert expressed some concern about this practice,
because the NLN Graduate Nurse Examination, which some use, is too old, and the
NLN baccalaureate Achievement Tests, used by others, are likely to be seen by the
applicant soon again in the course of her nursing school program, making test
security impossible to maintain. There is no security problem in diploma or
associate degree program use of the lower level NLN Achievement Tests for LPN's,
since there are advanced forms of these tests which can be used in the training
programs themselves.

New York State has developed a program of five tests for this purpose,
which are being used by institutions in the State to grant credit. This program
is described in a separate section of this report on pages 45-48.

ERIC
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The NLN Measuremant & Evaluation Services devoted its pre-convention
meeting in May 1969 to this problem, and distributed a questionnaire asking
members whether NLN should develop & battery of national challenge examinations
for this purpose. The respondents directing baccalaureate programs all indicated
they admit RN's - either with credit or with advanced placement. And all of
their institutions make use of some proficiency tests - but these may include
anything from the College-Lave! Examination Programs' tests in liberal arts
subjects (see pages 4Y-51 of this report) to locally~produced nursing tests.
There was no agreement amorg these respondents as to where emphasis should be
placed or in what content areas challenge examinations should be developed by
NLN. And without such a mandate from the credit-granting institutions, NLN
has no present plans to develop national challenge examinations.

In this area of testing nursing students, as in testing those in training
programs, there is concern over the probiems of evaluating clinical competence.
Various forms of rating scales for the use of supervisors have been developed,
as noted in the biblioyraphy of this report. None has been universally acclaimed
or widely used, and this remains an area for study by the nursing profession.

A work-study project for upgrading practical nurses to become registered
nurses is underway at Hunter College of the City University of New York, under a
Fublic Health Service grant, and with the cooperation of the New York City Health
Services Administration and the New York City Department of Personnel.

Nurses admitted to the program have received '‘appropriate recognition of
skills already mastered,’ as evaluated by practical nursing examinations developed
by the Psychological Corporation. Credit is given toward the usual ''Funda-~
mentals of Nursing'' course. Competition was keen for admittance to the first
group in 1969, for 25 places, 600 LPN's working in the Department of Hospitals
took the test. An English proficiency examination was required as well, along
with satisfactory grades in practical nurse school and evaluation records from
the Department of Hospitals.

Each student undertakes a 17-month trimester program which will provide
some 1,500 classroom and laboratory hours of study, at the same time working four
hours a day with payment at the full-time rate by the Department of Hospitals.

The three and one-half year project calls for 75 LPN's to have this
experience, Each will be qualified to take the State examination for registration
as a professional nurse, will have received six academic credits, and will be
eligible to receive 36 nursing credits upon completion of the appropriate pro-
ficiency examination administered by Hunter College.

64




A TESTING BATTERY FOR DENT}STS 39
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High correlation between a practical examination and other methods used
in selecting dentists for Regular Corps commissions in the U.S. Public Health
Service was found in a study reported ten years ago by Sidney H. Newmazn and
Margaret A. Howell of the U.S. Public Health Service and Norman Cliff of
Educational Testing Service. Although the methods described are no longer
used in selection of dentists for the Corps, the comparison of the various
selection methods continues to be of interest,

The practical examination required each candidate to make an oral
diagnosis and recommend therapy, to prepare and fill a cavity, and to construct
a gold inlay in a synthetic model tooth. Ratings on the first two tasks were
made independently by two dentist observers; the quality of the inlay was rated
independently by a board of three dental officers in Washington.

Four objective three~hour professional examinations were given each
applicant, consisting of multiple-choice items constiructed to measure pro-
fessional judgment and reasoning as well as factual knowledge.

""An Interview Board assessed the candidate's personal qualifications.

Finally, an Evaluation Board assessed the applicant's training,
experience, and work record.

In the 1959 study referred to, the authors used the practical examina-
tion as the criterion measure of the dentist's clinical ability, and sought to
determine whether the other selecticn methods actually measured the same
qualities in the applicants. Comparisons showed they did indeed.

The best predictor of performance on practical examination was the file
evaluation, ''but an objective professional examination significantly improves
prediction based on the file evaluation alone.'' Data regarding the interview
were inconclusive.

The possible significance of this study was pointed out by the authors:

Generalization to other professional groups may not
be entirely justified, but the results of this study are
suggestive of the usefulness of objective professional
examinations and formalized, quantitative evaluaZtions of
training and experience in predicting professional compe-
tence, |In situations where practical examinations are
not feasible as a part of the selection battery, this
study suggests that other methods of assessment and
evaluation such as the ones used here may be fairly
satisfactory substitutes in that they may be expected
to be quite highly correlated with performance on a
practical examination.

tU
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CERTIFYING EXAMINATIONS FOR DENTAL ASSISTANTS Q

The experience of the Certifying Board of the American Dental Assist-
ants Association in Chicago is interesting because they have recently put most
of their former performance examination into multiple choice objective form.

Until the Fall of 1969, the dental assistants' examination was in two
parts -- a 2-hour written examination, followed by a 3%-hour practical clinical
examination.

The performance portion of the examination covered fourteen items on
which candidates were rated, including personal appearance, ability to identify
and place tools, ability to prepare dental charts, typing and bookkeeping
skills and procedures, processing and mounting of Xrays, identification and
selection of armamentaridm, and preparation of impression and filling materials.

Some 1,200 examiners were needed -- six or seven for every 20-40
candidates in a test site. They were provided rating sheets breaking down each
task into small components to be checked ''sgtisfactory' or ''unsatisfactory."
Although items were not necessarily of equal importance, they received equal
weight in totaling scores. The total checkpoints for each problem varied to
afford correct weighting among the problems. y

Beginning in the Fall of 1969, the Certifying Board has made a major
change in its examination program, bringing most of the practical examination
into paper-and-pencil format, and doing away with the observed clinical test.
The new testing program has been deveioped by the Board itself.

The 150-item written examination has been increased to 200 items,
incorporating most of the clinical problems through use of photographs and
other means. Instruments are to be identified through pictures, rather than
by actual handling. A dental chart is to be filled out, and questions about it
answered in objective format. And so on.

To test manipulative skills, severdl practical problems remain as part
of the test battery. BUt each has a product, and that product is evaluatéd
centrally later, not by.observation at local test centers. Each candidate must
send to Chicago the evidence that he or she can expose, process and mount a
series of Xrays, take an impression of a study modei, make a stone cast, and

construct a quadrant tray.

A major reason for making the change away from performance testing is
that virtually everyone who passed the written examination also passed the
clinical examination in past years. The two tests were apparently measuring
the same things, and at considerable expense in money and manpower. It was
also felt that the practical, as formerly administered, was not sufficiently
objective in its evaluation,

It is hoped tie new system will prove somewhat less expensive and a
much more objective evaluation of the kind of work the candidates can do.

Q
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PHYSICAL THERAP!STS EQUIVALENCY EXAMINATION

The Division of Hzalth Standards of the Community Hzalth Service, U.S.
Public Hzalth Service, is currently having developed an equivalency examina-
tion. The examination will evaluate the knowledge of state licensed physical
therapists without full professional training, to enable them to qualify for
full participation in the Medicare program.

As originally conceived, this examination was to have been partly a
performance test in response to requests from physical therapists who wanted
to prove they could ''do the job'* despite their lack of formal training. As
presently planned, it will be instead a multiple-choice written examination.

Test. experts advised against the performance test for several reasons:
its probable high cost comparad to the possibility that it might measure noth-
ing a written test couldn't assess much more easily, the lack of reliability and
validity found for: many performance tests, and the problem pertaining specif=
ically to this fizcld that it would be nearly impossible to find patients with
uni form ailments.

The written test is being produced by Cybern Education inc., under a
contract calling for it to: (1) appoint consultants to advise on a subject~
matter outline, and assist in test development and review, (2) prepare a non-
theoretical test, whose questions are designed for persons whose skills and
knowledge were acquired primarily through work experience and (3) test the
test, evaluating its validity and furnishing norm information.

The test is due to be completed for a first administration in early
1970.
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PHYSI1CAL THERAPY ASSISTANTS EXAMINATION

Another examination in the field of physical therapy is under develop-
ment -- that for physical therapy assistants, who are graduates of new associate

degree programs in the field.

The Public Health Service contract with the Professional Examination
Service of the American Public Health Association calls for PES to defina the
role and duties of this worker, and the knowledges and skills needed for con~
petent practice in the job, and then to design an examination which will test
those knowledges and skills., Thus the test is job-oriented, not specifically

education-oriented.

While the test will probably be written, the contract allows for the
poseibility of devaloping oral and practical components as well.

The test is to be availahle by Dccember 1370,
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NAVY TESTING

Because of the situations in which Navy medical personnel are likely
to find themselves -- on small ships, far from comprehensive, well-staffed
hospitals =- each medical corpsman is trained to accept broad independent
responsibility.

Graduates of the advanced madical laboratory course are no longer
tested on the specifics of their particular Navy Enlisted Code as laboratory
workers, but rather on a much broader range of information i the allied
health fields. Advancement is based on these broad-reach tests, in which
each individual competes with everyone on the same level, regardless of
specialty.

Thus there are no pruficiency tests in the medical laboratory field
beyond thosce connected with the training course itself.

The advancement tests, given semi-annually, are threc-hour written
tests of 150 multiple-choice questions. They include questions on first aid,
pharmacy, mathematics, and such laboratory questions as any medical corpsman
should be expected to answer. Questions on ward management and patient care
are a major part of tests for the luower yrades, and are gradually replaced by
questions on administrative functions for hiyher-yrade personnel. Some general
military questions are included, as well.

The passing mark is 65%. Those who fail the test may be required to
take a correspondence course before taking the test again six months later,
or may be expected to study on their own. Those who continue to fail on each
re~examination may have trouble re-enlisting.

ERIC | 69
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TESTS OF GENERAL EDUCATIONAL DEVELOPMENT (GED)

The best known and most widely used equivalency tests are the Tests of
General Educational Development (GED), sponsored by the American Council on
Education's Commission on Accreditation of Service Experiences (CASE) and
administered by the state departments of education.

This testing program was established at the end of World War || to provide
a way for veterans to obtain the high school diploma required for admission to
college. For 20 years, it has continued to prove useful for veterans, and also
for other adults who did not finish high school but later need the diploma to
qualify for employment or further education., The Armed Forces also accept
satisfactory test scores where high school Is required for assignment to service
schools or for promotion.

In 1968, there were 265,499 persons who took the GED tests at 1,336 test-
ing centers across the country. Their average age was 29%, and they had had
an average of 9.7 years of school. Forty per cent of them took the tests
because they planned further study. Thirty per cent failed to meet state-
set standards.

The GED test battery consists of five comprehensive examinations: English,
social studies, natural sciences, literature, and mathematics. According to
a CASE publication:

The GED Tests have been designed to measure as directly as
possible the attainment of some of the major objectives of the
secondary school program of general education. The emphasis is
on intellectual power rather than detalled content; on demon-
stration of competence in using major generalizations, concepts,
and ideas; and on ability to comprehend exactly, evaluate
critically, and to think clearly about concepts and ideas.

Each test takes approximately two hours, although no time limits are set.

Civiltans-=including veterans--take the GED tests at centers designated
by state departments of education, and at VA hospitals and federal correction-
al and health instltutions. Military forms of the tests are administered to
personnel on active duty through the United States Armed Forces Institute, at
USAF| testing sections.

Each state department of education sets 1ts own standards for use of the
test results, CASE recommends that states set the passing score at the level
at which approximately 20 per cent of their In-school seniors would fail.
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NEW YORK COLLEGE PROFJCIENCY EXAMINATION PROGRAM (CPEP)

The New York State Education Department established its College Profi-
ciency Examination Program (CPEP) in 1962, '"in an effort to open up the educa-
tional opportunities of the state to individuals who had acquired college~level
knowledge in ways other than through regular classroom attendance.'!

With the guidance of nearly 200 college faculty members who serve as
consultants, the program has produced more than 30 examinations which can be
used to evaluate an individual's off-campus learning. Most of these tests are
in first- and second-year college courses., Sciences in which tests have been
developed are biology, chemistry, earth science, geology, and physics.

While the State Education Department prepares, administers, and grades
the examinations, it is up to the individual colleges and univeisities to accept
them for credit, setting whatever standards thev wish. Generally, the acceptoncn
by the academic community is good, with a marked increase as the program has
gotten under way, according to William A, Lyons, former director of the Program
and now secretary to the Board of Regents of New York State.

A majority of New York institutions--and some out-of-state--are accept-
i'ng credii under the program. They vary considerably in their regulations con-
cerning that credit. None offers the possibility of earning a degree without
any classroom attendance. At least one institution allows 66 credit hours; most
have lower limits. Some grant credit only provisionally until the student has
been on campus for a certain period, Some require payment of fees for the
granted credits; others do not.

The test results are also accepted by the State Education Department to
meet some of the specific requirements for teacher certification.

A recent change has done away with the overlapping of this New York
State program with the national program set up later by the College Entrance
Examination Board's Council on College~level Examinations. A number of New
York tests have been discontinued, with the announcement noting many are being
offered by the College~Level Examination Program (CLEP). Other tests have
been discontinued because of lack of demand. These may be revived, but meanwhile,
. available funds can be used to develop and administer tests in other fields.

The examinations are offered twice a year, in January and May, at a
dozen campus locations in New York State. Most take three hours. The feg is
-3.15 per examination, There are no prerequisites for taking the exmminations.

According to CPEP’s announcement of its testing program, the examina-
tions 'are reasonably difficult and demanding examinations, as they must be, in
order. for colleges to recognize successful performance on them for credit. It
should be remembered that college professors have regular contact with on-campus
students and have many opportunities to gain an accurate sense of each student's
capabilities. The applicant for credit by examination is evaluated just once
through the examination.” It is logical, then, that theperson seeking credit
by examination should be prepared to perform somewhat above the minimum expected
for the on-campus student."

IToxt Provided by ERI
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In 1968, the New York program offered for the first time three examina-
tions in the nursing field, designed to offer credit for the registered nurse
who is returning to school to work for a baccalaureate degree. The following
year, a 'Fundamentals of Nursing'' test was offered for the licensed practical
nurse entering an RN program and wishing to get some credit for her LPN train-
ing and experience. A fifth examination, an associate degree 'Maternal and
Child Nursing' test, is now ready for administration in January 1970.

Each of the tests was developed under specifications laid down by a six-
member faculty committee of nursing educators in the State. Each uses 150
multiple choice questions. Norms are developed by giving the tests to students
actually completing each course. With these as with other CPEP examinations,
the policy directive is that the committee ''must assign grades for raw scores
in such a way that if a group representative of students studying the subject
in colleges in New York took the exam, the usual distribution of grades from
A to F would result ."

The five tests are described as follows by CPEP:

FUNDAMENTALS. OF. NURSING (recommended credits: 5-10)

The College Proficuency Examination in Fundamentals of Nursing is designed
to test the candidate's knowledge and understanding of the basic practice
of nursing. The examination assumes preparation equivalent to that of
the student who has taken a basic course in fundamentals of nursing at
a diploma school of nursing or in an associate degree program of nursing.

Objectives. The candidate will be expected to demonstrate:

1. a knowledge and understanding of facts, trends and terminology re-
Jated to the content areas listed below;

2. the zbility to recognize and apply principles and theories to a
variety of nursing situations;

3. the ability to assess simple nursing situations and propose an appro-
priate plan of action.

(There follows a list of content areas.)

_A_EBLAL_ANQ_QHLLQ_NURSLNG+_BAQQALAUREAIE_DEGREEmLEMEL (rec0mmended
credits: 6-12)

The CPE in Maternal and Child Nursing is designed to test the candidate's

knowledge and understanding of maternal and child nursing. The emphasis

is placed upon the application of theory to the nursing situation,

The candidate should be prepared to demonstrate:

1. a knowledge of facts, trends and terminology related to the dontent
areas listed below;

y 2. the ability to recognize and apply principles and theories to a
EI{I(? variety of nursing situations;

r2e




L7,

3. the ability to use a problem=solving approach in assessing nur5|ng
situations and in making judgments concerning appropriate nursing
intervention.

(There follows a list of content areas.)

MEDICAL=SURGICAL NURSING (recommended credits: 8-12)

The emphasis of the College Proficiency Examination in Medical-Surgical
Nursing will be on the nursing process. The candidate will be expccted to:

1. know specific facts, principles and theories;

2. assess situations by analysis and synthesis;

3. apply good nursing principlies;

Lk, evaluate situations as to their effectiveness and implications.
(There follows a list of content areas.)

PSYCHIATRIC~HENTAL_HEALTH NURSING (recommended credits: 6)

The emphasis in the College Proficiency Examination in Psychiatric-Mental
Health Nursing is placed upon the application of theory to the ntrsing
situation. The candidate should be prepared to demonstrate:

i. a knowledge of facts, trends, and terminology related to the content
areas listed below;

2. the ability to recognize and apply principles and theories to a
variety of nursing situations;

3. the ability to utilize a problem~solving approach in assessing nurs-
ing situations and in making judgments concerning appropriate nurs=-
ing intervention,

(There follows a list of content areas.)

fpe= MATERNAL AND CHILD NURSING, Associate Degree Level (Recommdned credits:
L-6

The College Proficiency Examination in Maternal and Child Nursing, Asso~
ciate Degree Level, is designed to test the candidatee's knowledge,
understanding, and application of principles in the nursing care of
parents and children. The examination assumes preparation equivalent

to that of the student who has taken a course in maternal and child
nursing in an associate degree program of nursing.

Obéjctives: The candidate wiii be expected to demonstrate:

}. a knowledge and understanding of facts, trends and terminology
reiated to the wntent areas listed below;

2. the ability to recognize and apply principles and theories to a
variety of nursing situations;

3. the ability to assess commonly=occuring nursing situations and pro-
pose an appropriate plan of action.

(There follows a list of content areas.)

From the beginning of its work on the nursing examinations, the Program
‘las been studying the possibilities of developing clinical performance testing
[:R\J:.rocedures to supplement the objective written examinations. In August 1969,
s 'onald J. Nolan, director of CPEP, reported:
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- We are in the process of developing guidelines concerning the
clinical or practical aspects of the Medical-Surgical Nursing CPE.
At present we do not intend to administer this part of the examination
ourselves, but rather will rely on the institutions accepting the results
of the paper-pencil part to examine the candidate in the practical ap-
plication of his or her skills. This portion of the CPE, optional for
use by individual institutions, will be available hopefully in time for
the May 1970 administration,

As of May 1969, more than one thousand nursing tests had been given.
Some candidates, of course, took more than one. The results were as follows:

GRADES FN%  MECN&  M=SNt  P~MHN¥ TOTALS
A 37 ; 7 18 10 72
B 104 107 117 75 Lo3
c 118 a6 70 69 353
D 103 1N 23 20 157
F- Lg 6 10 6 71
TOTALS L1 227 238 180 1,056

% These abbreviations refer to the four nursing tests listed above.

The CPEP nursing examinations are gradually receiving acceptance from
the baccalaureate and associate degree nursing programs in New York State. A
recent tally indicates that at least 12 of New York’s 28 baccalaureate nursing
programs are granting credit, while only one has officially declined to do so.
And 20 of 32 associate degree programs will grant credit.,

The nurses who passed the 828 examinations through May 1969, are
known to have made 345 requests for credit at 43 nursing programs in New York
State, of which 164 requests at 18 nursing programs are known to have been
granted.

At least six baccalaureate programs grant biocks of credit for all
three baccalaureate examinations, ranging from 6 to 30 credits. SUNY at
Buffalo grants 32 credits for the four nursing examinations in use to date.

Several requests for credit at out~of=-state nursing schools have been
made, and .three of these programs are now reviewing the tests.
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THE COLLEGE-LEVEL EXAMINAT ION PROGRAM

in 1965, the College Entrance Examination Board, which has for years
offered entrance and advanced placement examinations for use by colleges and
universities, established its College-lLevel Examination Program {CLEP) ''to enable
individuals who have acquired their education in non-traditional ways to demon-
strate their academic achievement.! |t provides on a national basis the same
sort of testing program originated by New York State.

The examinations offered by CLEP are of two types: a battery of five
General Examinations, measuring general educational backgrou:d of students who
have had one or two years of college instruction or its equivalent, and a series
of Subject Examinations, each covering one academic course. There are no pre-
requisites for a candidate who wishes to take any of these examinations, as there
are none for the New York CPEP tests.

Some 450 colleges have indicated to CLEP they will award credit on the
basis of these examinations. The list grows rapidly, and the presumption is
that others will follow suit as they receive requests for such credit. J.Douglas
Conner, executive secretary of the American Association of Collegiate Registrars
and Admissions Officers, says: ''It does appear that the College-Level Examina-
tion is receiving a fairly broad acceptance.' As is true with the New York
program, the colleges use the examinations in many different ways. Minimum
acceptance scores vary, as do the amounts of credit which will be granted for any
one examination, the maximum amount of credit allowable, and other attendant
regulations.

In addition to their use for credit for off-campus learning, the examina-
tions are serving to help in assessment of transfer applicants, to allow a junior
college to compare its graduating sophomores with national norms, to provide
information for educational counselling of students, to recognize the continued
growth and development of individuals in the military service, and to assist in
the evaluation and placement of foreign students.

: Organizations and agencies other than colleges and universities have used
the General Examinations as a measure of college equivalency for certification
or promotion purposes. For example: a state board of bar examiners requires them
of all applicants for the bar exam who do not have college degrees; a state
library certification board uses them to determine the equivalence of two years
of college education for the purpose of certification as a librarian; a quasi-
governmental agency has used them to meet a promotion requirement, as has at
least one company. 1t should be emphasized, however, that this use of the
examinations for professional or employment purposes does not provnde any academic
credit. for the:individual concerned. .

The examinations are developed by Educational Testing Service, making use
of examining committee: composed of faculty members and representatives of
business, industry, and certification or licensing agencies as appropriate.

Some 200,000 individual CLEP tests have been given on a paid basis by
colleges and universities (CLEP also allows and encourages colleges to give trial
administrations of the test, to establish local norms, at no charge). More than
50,000 individual General Examination tests were administered through the United
States Armed Forces Institute (USAFl) to members of the armed forces between July
1965 and August 1968.

And 6,556 tests were administered to 3,900 individuals at special CLEP
[]z\!: est centers around the country.from October 1967, when the Program began offer-
2ng them to the public at large, through June 1969. The tests are administered
each month by these centers. The fees are 515 for the battery of General
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Examinations (or part of the battery), and $15 apiece for the Subject Examina~

tions. A candidate may repeat General Examinations once within a year's time,

with special permission, but may not repeat a Subject Examination for a period
vof -2 year,

The General Examinations are intended to measure undergraduate achievement
in five basic general education areas. Each is in effect a separate test:

English Composition

Humanities (subscores in Fine Arts and Literature)

Mathematics (subscores in Basic Skills and Course Content)

Natural Sciences- (subscores in Bioijogical Science and Physical Science}
Social Studies -~ History (subscores in Social Sciences and History)

Each of these five tests contains about 100 multiple~choice questions.
The English Composition test is an hour long; the other four are 75 minutes each.
All five are usually administered as a battery, although they can of coursec be
used separately as any educational institution or other organization may wish.

Subject Examinations are currently available in 21 widely-taught under-
graduate courses. Each relates directly to the course content as would a final
examination.

.CLEP intends to develop more than 100 such examinations. Those now avail-
able in the sciences are general chemistry and geology, with a biology test
under development. '

Each consists of a Q0-minute multiple choice test of approximately 100
questions. All but the tests in algebra and trigonometry have optional essay
sections, which are forwarded directly to the college or university or other
institution for grading.

While the Subject Examinations are different from the General Examinations
in that the former measure the outcome of specialized courses in particular
fields and the latter sample widely the content of the major disciplines, all the
CLEP tests have these stated attributes in common:

The examinations stress understanding, not merely retention, of facts,
the ability to percecive relationships, and the grasp of basic principles
and concepts in each discipline. :

The examinations are constructed in such a way that an individual does
not need to be able to answer ail the questions on them to demonstrate
competence, . : S c :

The examination questions cover a range of difficulty both in the depth
of understanding required and the skills and abilities measured.

National norms for the General Examinations have been developed for the
end of the college freshman, sophomore and senior years, The norming samples for
the Subject Examinations consist of students who are completing one year (or one
semester, for certain tests) of college instruction in the subject involved,

Scores on the examinations are derived by counting the number of correct
and incorrect responses and subtracting a percentage of the wrong answers to
allow for guessing. These scores are then converted to a scale of 200 to 800
" @ he General Examinations, or 20 to 80 for the Subject Examinations and the

E [(jores of the General Examinations. The means are 500 and 50, respectively,
ammrmm yo-thirds of the norming groups received scores between LDO and 600, or L0
and 60, respectively.



51.

A CLEP announcement indicates the difficulty level of the tests:

You do not have to answer all, or even most, of the questions correctly
to earn acceptable scores on these tests. For example, a person who
answers only two-thirds of the questions on the [General Examination]
English Ccomposition Test and has incorrect answers for about one-fifth
of them will still obtain a score well above average when compared with
a representative sample of college sophomores.

0f course the matter of what scores are ''acceptable'' for what amounts of
credit is determined, as noted above, by the individual institutions concerned.
A research study is underway analyzing the success of some 1,100 people who have
taken examinations at CLEP testing centers, This report is due out sometime
after January 1, 1970.

CLEP was designed primarily to assist institutions to recognize and
reward the educational achievement of older students attained outside the
regular classroom setting. Its officials estimate that 25 million adults are
engaged in some form of education each year, about half of them outside a class-
room setting. This indicates a sizeable group of potential users for the CLEP

. tests.
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CREDIT-BY--EXAMINATION PROGRAMS
OF COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES

Since 1895, the University of 11linois has granted credit to students
who passed special departmental examinations.

0f 300 North Central colleges and universities answering a 1959 question-
naire on the subject, 171 granted college credit by examination., 1n 105 of
these institutions, all departments could or did participate. Another 45
limited the practice to specific departments. Some placed a limit on the
amount of credit that could be earned; most students earned less than 15
hours. In his report on the survey, J. A. Hedrick indicated faculty accept-
ance of the concept of credit by examination was increasing.

Ten years later, while no survey has recently been done, there is no
doubt that the practice of granting credit by examination has increased,
largely because of the availability of the College-lLevel Examinations of
the College Entrance Examination Board. As noted elsewhere in this report,
some 450 colleges and universities have indicated to CLEP that they will
grant credit for CLEP tests, with the amounts and the attached requirements
varying from school to school. CLEP officials find there are many more
institutions which are willing to grant credit, although they have not
filed formal policy statements. And many others are apparently waiting
to be asked.

Some institutions have carefully thought-out policies and programs of
credit by examination, making use of CLEP and New York's CPEP tests as well
as local tests made by teachers of various courses. For example:

Syracuse University offers credit by all of these methods for fully
matriculated students, up to a maximum of 30 semester hours, and offers
advanced standing through examinations as well. {ts University College
Directed Self-Study Program gives credit for what a student already knows
if that knowledge is relevant to the content of the program, and he may
skip to a higher level and avoid loss of time in restudying areas he already
knows .

Boston University's descriptive brochure, ''Coliege Credit by Examina-
tion,'" details the ways of obtaining credit through CLEP and other College
Board tests and through tke University's own subject examinations in a number
of courses,

Cornell University's College of Agriculture, on the other hand, which
formerly had a well-developed local testing-for-credit program, now relies
on the CLEP and CPEP tests almost exclusively.

The Advanced Standing Program at Louisiana State University offers up
to 30 hours of credit by examination--CLEP exams and LSU departmental exams.

The Brooklyn College Special Baccalaureate Degree Program for Adults
has special tutorial seminars for mature adults with '"a background of liberal
life experience,' some of whom may be exempted with credit on the basis of
examinations.

IToxt Provided by ERI
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its departments discretion whether to use locally
individual seeks

There is no limit

Beaver College gives
constructed or standardized tests in each case where an
credit, and whether to give credit or advanced standing.
to the number of course credits available by examination,

Placement tests are used by the Bachelor of Liberal Studies program at
the University of Oklahoma to guide applicants for admission to this inde-
pendent study program. "A few adults with unusuaily rich experience and
prior learning may complete the BLS in two years or less.'

ing of the use of credit by examina-
kinds of programs being offered,
tance of the credit-by-examination

This has not been a systematic sampl
tion, but only a run-down of some of the
included here to indicate the widening accep
idea at the nation's colleges and universities.
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TRADE AND INDUSTRIAL EDUCATION TEACHERS COMPETENCY EXAMINATIONS

"Occupational competency testing'' is the name being given in the trade
and industrial education field to the evaluation of the technical skills
possessed by persons who wish to beoome teachers in vocational industrial/
technical education programs,

As these education programs expand, it becomes increasingly necessary
to find competent teachers. Most of the states have sought individually to
deal with the problem of screening these teachers. Nowthere is underway a
""Consortium' research project designed to provide a national approach to the
problem. The project is funded by the Bureau of Research of the U.S. Office
of Education, with a grant to the Graduate School of Education of Rutgers
University, which has set up the National Occupational Competency Testing
Project, now in its first stages.

The Project itself is the outgrowth of a 1966 meeting, where 23 states
participated, which established the fact that states need help in developing
such tests, and that a national effort would reduce duplication, achieve
economies, produce more reliable tests, upgrade the vocational teaching
profession, and still allow for flexibility by giving each state wide lati~-
tude in the use of the tests.

The project will survey the ''state of the art! of occupational competency
testing and prepare a handbook for the development of tests. It will develop
pilot competency tests, establish their reliability and validity, and develop
scoring, interpretive materials and guidelines for use of the tests. Finally,
it will Y"put into operation a feasible program of occupational competency test~
ing under a Consortium of States arrangement.,'

Some colleges and universities offer academic credit for trade or indus-
trial experience, lowa State University, for example, gives up to 30 semester
hours of credit for a written, performance, and oral examination in the
individuall!s technical field. At the University of Tennessee, up to 27 quarter
hours may be earned through examinations in technical areas developed by the
Department of Industrial Education.
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ENGINEERING TECHNICIANS EXAMINATIONS

In 1961, the National Society of Professional Engineers set up its
Institute for the Certification of Engineering Technicians, in order to raise
performance standards of engineering technians and determine their competence
through investigations and examinations.

The Institute certifies technicians in three grades:

1. Junior Engineering Technician--two years of experience or
graduation from an accredited two~year program in engineering
technology.

2. Engineering Technician--five additional years of experience;
applicant must be at least 25 years old, and may be required
to pass an examination (which is waived for graduates of the
accredited schools).

3. Senior Engineering Techniclan--another ten years of expericnce;
no examination is required, because too many specialties are
possible.

The Institute's certification program provides recognition, status, and
the incentive for further study and for more extensive work experience.

The Engineering Technician examination was developed with the help of an
advisory council, and was tested in schools and industries. |t is set at the
level! expected of a graduate of a two-year technicial institute. Several
hundred candidates have taken it since it was first offered.
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U.S. CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION EXAMINATIONS
The Civil Service Commission has two equivalency examinations,

An examination is glven for people who have partial training and/or
experience in the field of library science, who may become Civil Service
librarians if they pass it. While a CSC spokesman said they have ample evi-
dence that someone without a master's degree in library science can do the
work, he also reported CSC is not happy with this particular test. in one-
half day, it attempts to assess what one should have learned in four years
of college work. The passing rate is only 20%.

Those who deal with the Commission’s accounting test are satisfied it
does what it was set up to do: to test whether a candidate has learned to
be a professional accountant through experience, rather than via the usual
four-year college accounting course followed by the CPA exam. The test is
used largely for in-service promotions, serving as a bridge whereby people in
accounting technician jobs can move up to professional positions. One re-
ported difficulty is that of keeping abreast of new developments in the field;
it is expensive to keep the test up-to-date.

In setting other standards, including those for medical technologists,
the CSC operatesS with the assumption that experience and education can be
equated, But the result is the opposite of the programs discussed above.
Because it is an experience-based service, CSC allows applicants with ad=
vanced degrees to count them as part of the credit toward experience re=
quirements.
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PRACTICES OF ALLIED HEALTH SCHOOLS
IN GRANTING CREDIT BY EXAMINATION

Colleges and universities and post-secondary schools offering
education and training for health occupations are becoming concerned with
the problems of career mobility and advancement. At the November 1969
meeting of the Association of Schools of Allied Health Professions, both
its Council on Baccalaureate and Higher Degree Programs. and its Council on
Associate Degree and Certificate Programs indicated that equivalency and
career mobility would be a major program emphasis of their newly~-formed
organizations.

Some institutions have begun to facilitate the entry of experienced
students into their programs by offering certain amounts of credit. Al-
though we have made no attempt to do a systematic sampling of programs
and plans, the examples which follow indicate the sorts of things which
are being done in this area:

At the School of Allied Health Sciences of the University of Texas
Galveston Medical Branch, officials have visualized the assistant or
technical level educational program as being a part of the professional
course of study, and are thus enabling two-year assoclate degree graduates
to become accepted by the professional schools with only a minimum loss of
time or credit. While they may be required to take additional work in
advanced basic sciences, they do not have to repeat elementary sciences
they have already mastered.

Cuyahoga Community College in Cleveland allows students entering its
new associate degree Medical Laboratory Teclmician program 19 credits for
successful completion of the course material in its one~year Certified
.aboratory Assistant program,

Miami-Dade Junior College in Florida is in the process of instituting
a credit-by-examination program which will ultimately be extended to all
courses on the campus, and under which students could earn 45 credits in
a 60-credit program. Students in the Division of Allied Health Studies
who are licensed or certified in their particular field are given credit
for all of the technical courses, provided they take one laboratory course
in their field at the college. But no specific policy decisions have as
vet been made regarding credit toward the medical technician two-year degree.

€. W. Post College of Long Island University grants full credit for
the year of training as well as for applicable academic courses to registered
medical technologists enrolling in its Program in Medical Biology.

St, Petersburg Junior College in Florida has a four-semester-credit core

course. entitled '""Survey of Health Related Fields' for which equivalency
tests have been given this year. There are also equivalency tests for basic
nursing and basic physical therapy courses, three-hour laboratory beginning-
skill development courses. In developing the new medical laboratory tech=-
- nician program, the College will attempt to help persons take examinations,
with the idea that those who are knowledgeable, safe for patient care, and
secure in their background material should be able to move on more rapidly
within the framework of the proposed course of study.

8o
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The Program in Respiratory Therapy at Northeastern University in Boston
has a newly developed series of examinations tied into a career ladder in
the field of inhalation therapy. Up to 31 credits toward the 93 required for
the three-year cooperative associate degree are obtainable by a candidate who
can pass the battery of examinations in inhalation therapy. The way is open
also for him to obtain the other necessary credits in applied sciences and
liberal arts through the CLEP tests, so that theoretically, at least, he may
achieve an associate degree from Northeastern by examination. The examinations
evaluate knowledge and skills gained by non-traditional means, certifying
present competence, irrespective of the route traveled to get to that level
of competence.

A junior college in the Southwest proposes to give military medical
corpsmen blocks of credit toward the associate nursing degree, based on a
comprehensive equivalency examination to be developed covering many small
blocks of knowledges and skills. A candidate would have his program individ-
ually tailored for him depending on the results of his examination, and would
have to take only that training in which he is deficient. The college views
this as a possible model for the development of equivalency tests in other
health occupations, if the hoped-for funding is forthcowing.

Officials at a number of institutions have indicated they are consider-
ing or working on the problems involved in granting credit for work experi-
ence in the health field. These include the Hunter College Institute of
Health Sciences of the City University of New York, the Program in Health
Occupations Education at the University of lowa, the School of Allied
Medical Professions of the Ohio State University, the School of Allied
Health Professions of the State University of New York at Stony Brook, the
Health Careers Program of Albert Einstein College of Medicine of Yeshive
University, and others.

Early returns to a survey by the American Society of Medical Technologists
of colleges and universitles conducting baccalaureate programs in medical
technology indicated a substantial number either had a policy for granting
academic credit on the basis of examinations or would consider allowing
such credit if proper guidelines were developed. 1t was not clear whether
this was credit for liberal arts subjects or for technical or clinical
knowledge.
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THE COMMISSION ON ACCREDITATION OF SERVICE EXPERIENCES

The Commission on Accreditation of Service Experiences of the American
Council on Education was set up immediately following World War |l to review
military service courses and make recommendations as to how many credits
college and university admissions offices might give to graduates of these
courses,

The Commission also sponsors the General Educational Development Testing
Program, For information about the GED tests, see page 44 of this report.

The credit recommendations of the Commission are advisory only, and each
institution is of course free to grant any number of credits or none.

The recommendations are made with the help of expert consultants in the
field who assess the course materials and make independent judgments which are
compfled by the Commission. The credit suggestions are published in the Com-
mission's Guide to the Evaluation of Educational Experiences _in the Armed Services.

And changes following publlcatlon ‘of the Gulde are available to colleges and
universities from the Commission!s advisory service.

Consultants base their recommendations for credit on those phases of the
training which have counterparts in civilian education., ‘'Credit re~ommendations
are made only for those training programs in which there is an adequate demon-
stration of academic achievement by those who complete the courses,' according
to a Commission announcement. The Commission does not evaluate on-the~-job
training or service extension courses.

The Commission's recommendations for military medical laboratory courses
in its 1968 Guide are as follows:

Air Force courses for basic and advanced medical laboratory
specialists: 30 semester hours for a major in medical technology;
10 semester hours for a minor in chemistry or biology. (These
courses are considered only as a 50-week combination, and not
separately.)

Army 50-week course for medical laboratory specialists: 30
semester hours for a major in medical technology; 10 semester
hours toward a minor in chemistry or bidlogy.

Navy 52~-week course in clinical laboratory technique: 12 semester
hours in bacteriology and blood chemistry.

Despite these recommendations, the colleges are reluctant to give this
much credit without some verification of what the medical corpsman has learned
from them. In practice, medical corpsmen return to civilian life currently and
find themselves able to attain only the first rung of the career ladder in
the laboratory--a ranking equivalent to the Cerfified Laboratory Assistant (CLA),
whose background is a hospital-based year of training. They may be eligible
for reciprocal certification, without examination, by the Committee on Certified
Laboratory Assistants.

Q

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

0¢]
=1



60

Colonel James J. Young has studied Army medical corpsmen released to

the Reserve in 1968, for a Ph.D. thesis soon to be published by the Unjversity
of lowa, entitled: 'Former Servicemen of the Army Medical Department--A Profile
and Assessment of an Untapped Resource of Aliied Health Manpower.! {n this
study, Colonel Young compiles the evidence about the backgrounds and training
of these medical corpsmen, indicates their desire to enter the clvilian health
field and the impediments to their doing so, and documents their eagerness to
take equivalency examinations to obtain advanced college standing on the basis
of their military specicglty tralning., A summary of the highlights of this

research is Attachment 6 page 83 of the present study.
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LABORATORY PERSONNEL PROCEDURES IN OTHER COUNTRIES

in the hope of obtaining information about how laboratory personnel are
evaluated and utilized in other countries, letters were sent to a number of
health departments. Unfortunately, few of them brought forth information.
This may be a fruitful subject for future inquiry.

We were able to obtain some information from Canada and from Great Britain,
and we also had a reply from Sweden,

There is no national or provincial licensing of laboratory personnel in
Canada. The Canadian Society of Laboratory Technologists is the only certify-
ing body. It presently offers certification at the following levels: (1)
Laboratory Assistant, (2) Reglstered Technologist, (RT) General, (3) Registered
Technologist, Subject, which requires passing a more difficult examination in
one or more of seven disciplines, (4) Advanced Registered Technologist (ART)
in one or more of seven subjects, (5) Licentiate (LCSLT), and (6) Fellowship,
by nomination,

Some 1,000 persons take the C.S.L.T. examinations each year.

Training programs are largely in cooperative training schools, conducted
by groups of hospitals in various cities. There are a few institutes whose
programs include not only medical technology but also other paramedical programs,
And there are two degree courses connected with provincial universities. No
credit-by-examination arvangements are in operation, although there has been
some thought given to this subject.

In Great Britain, the terms technologist and technician are used inter-
changeably. The standards are uniform throughout the British Isles for those
employed in laboratories which fall withln the National Health Service. The
system amounts to a career ladder as clearly designed as any to be found.
Information about it was furnished by W. H. Valentine, 0.B.E,, F,1.M.L.T.

The beginning rung on the ladder is for the Student Medical Laboratory
Technician, who receives three years of training and experience in the. labora-
tory, circulating through the various specialties. Success in the Inter-
mediate examination of ‘the Institute of Medical Laboratory Technology enables
him to become a Junior Medical Laboratory Technician, who specializes in one
of the disciplines for two years. He may then take the ""final'’ examination
of the |.M,L.T. in that discipline. Success on that test entitles him to
Associateship in the | .M.L,T. and to automatic promotion to the basic grade,
Medical Laboratory Techrician. Both the [ntermediate examination and the Associ-
ate examination are in three parts, written, oral and practical.

The four grades above the basic one -~ Senior 1, Senior 1i, Chief | and
Chief 1} -~ are open to those who have obtained Fellowship of the [.,M.L.T. by
further written and oral examination two years after the Associateship exam-
ination.

A recent development, according to Mr., Valentine, that is gradually making
changes in the training up to the basic grade has been a collaborative effort
of the | . M.L.T. and the Department of Education and Science ''in producing
special variants of the Ordinary and Higher National Certificates in Sciences."
d* continues:

-
- 8I
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These are long-established nationally recognized diplomas=-~each
requiring two years of study--and the new variants are orientated

to medical laboratory practice. Their educational content ensures

a good foundation in chemistry, physics and mathematics, To attend
these courses, students and juniors are given day release or "block"
release from their laboratories. This newer system will, over the
next two or three years, entirely replace the intermediate and
qualifying examinations of the 1.M.L.T. but will not affect the

need for technicians to go on to fellowship level if they are to
progress to the more senior positions.

Among the advantages of the National Certificate scheme is that the
holder of a High Mational Certificate may utilize it, if he is
ambitious, as a means of proceeding with further study, to a science
degree or equivalent. He could then migrate to the 'scientist’
category either inside or outside of the National Health Service.

In Sweden, public health officials are ''very interested in facilitating

the upward mobility of health personnel,' according to Majsa Andredd of the
Swedish National Board of Health and Welfare, who goes on to say:

"t is a general trend in our present educational program to make
it possible for people with a certain education to get a shortened
higher education by getting credits for knowledge already obtained.
Within the health field this is put into system specifically within
the field of nursing. We can however so far give no examples from
the laboratory field,"

The need to facilitate upward mobility for laboratory workers is not

confined to the United States, then, but is felt in other nations as well.

O
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LABORATORY DiRECTORS' ACTUAL HIRING PRACTICES

In practice, it appears that laboratory directors use all sorts .of
procedures to insure they are hiring the best available personnel for the
job, whether they be regular personnel or moonlighting military laboratory
technicians.

Some rely on certification, others on education and experience, and
others on recommendations from references in the initial hiring of labora-
tory workers.

Most of those queried in an informal survey said they appoint people
on a probationary basis, ranging from a few days to as long as six months,
during which time the new worker must check out in the various laboratory
arcas in which he will be working. The purpose of this check-out is often
twofold: both to train the new worker in the various idiosyncracies of the
individual lahoratory's work, and to observe and evaluate his competence
and assess his potential contribution to the laboratory. This is In essence
a rather long comprehensive 'work sample!' in a situation of less pressure
than occurs during a one-shot examination. There is little attempt at either
objectivity or standardization in such long-term testing, of course,

9%
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Attachment 1 - 6L

(See page 1) 1o

-

REGISTRY OF MUEDCAIL TECHINOLOGISTS
AMERICAN SOCIETY OI° CLINICAL DPATHOLOGISTS
HBALL MEMORIAYT. HOSPITAL
MUNCIE, INDIANA

Memorandum, Spring 1944 Examination of Candidates for Registration

A few pathologivts noted when they accepted the office nf examiner that they might

be culled tor military o naval service before April 280 1f you are ealied before the

examination tahes place, will you please arrange. if possible. for 3 capable examiner

in yYour locality to conduct the examinatinn at your lsboratory.
Fxamitears will reeall that the examination of candidutes for registration isx based only on the written and prac-
Uenammations, cqual value bemnyg given to cach, It is important, therefore, that cvery cffort be excriced to
¢ itese examinations as informative as possible of the candidates’ knowledge. In order to make the exam-
nsions stifll more useful this memorandum is being sent to cach examiner in an cffort to standardize a: far
ag possible the methods which arve used in the various parts of the country. It is the hope of thc Board of
Registry that these notes also may be helpful in making the task of the examiners casicr.
The Board of Registry will be very grateful for any comments, eriticisms, or suggestions that are received from
«hie examiners. so please feel {ree to send any suggestions that occur to you in the course of these examinations.

A passing grade is required on both the written cxamination and the practical examination.

EXAMINERS' NOTES REGARDING TIHE PRACTICAL PAPER
Tt is sugzested that various sections of the practical examination could well be conducted by technologists who
vither are registered or whose training and cxperience fully qualify them. and that at the close of each scction
a definite rating should be recorded by the individual conducting that portion of the cxamination. .
The final summary of cach practical examination should be recorded and summarized by the pathologist conduct-
ing the cxamination.
It is dosired that the practical examination shall adhere as ¢loscly as possible to the outline of questions. Sub-
stitute or alternate methods are undesirable, but when absolutely necessary the procedure followed should be
recorded. In the interest of standardization it is requested that no questions be asked the candidate in addition
to those actually on the examination cxcept where substitute questions are necessary.
Writien tosts may be held simultancously with the practical examination, but allowance should be made for the
additional tirne required for the latter.
The applicant is to be graded according to the following scale at the close of each section:
90 to 10095 — cxcellent
80 to 909 — good
70 to 80% — fair
. below 70% — poor, not passing
The entirc practical examination sheet with ratings and with any comments from the examiner is to be returned
with ihe written examination to the Registry office.
Ratings for each section of the examination should be based on:
1. Skill and accuracy in manipulation,
2. Knowledge of procedure, including apparatus involved.
3. Ncatness and ascpsis in technic.
4. Reasonable specd.
5. Thoroughness in obscrvation. ! .
In setlina these questions, consideration has been given to the saving of expense and trouble for the examiner
and his staff. Uscd material may be substituted for fresh material wherever it is feasible.
section 1. A, Any spccimen of feces may be used. The candidate should show an appreciation of the fact that the
primary cultures arc only the first step, and have a Ieasonable idea of the subsequent steps, in the isolation of
pathogenic bacteria from the stool.
Section 1.B. This question is intended not only to test the candidates’ ability to recognize bacteria under the
microscope but to elicit the fact that there are limitations to how far an identification may be carried on the
brsis of morphology alone, Part 2 of the question is simply an extension of the test of their ability to follow
up hacterial identification. If smears of the particular organisms are not available, any other bacteria of similar
morphology may be used. For example, if Neisseria catarrhalis cannot be obtained, use a smear of urethral pus
e a case of gonorrhea.
Scction 2. A.2. Here as in other questions on sources of error {see Section 3.A.2., and B.2., Section 4.A.2,, and
Section 5.A.2.) an attempt should be made to test the candidates’ ability to recognize sources of error and to differ-
entiaic between those which are preventable and those which are not, as well as to evaluate the relative importance
_of cach. It is suggested that a candidate who describes less important sources of error and omits those of greater
importance should be marked accordingly.
Seciion 32.A. 1. It is expected that even if candidates have learned to perform. serologic tests other than those
lisied. they should be able to carry out one of these tests. In order to save material it is not necessary to pre-
pare fre-h antigen for this test. » .
Section 3.B.1. Any two samples of blood may be used.
Scction 4.A. If cerebrospinal fluid is not available, an aqueous solution of glucese of suitable concentration may
be used.
Section 4.B. Artificial material may be used for this question also.
Scciion 4. B.2. Here, as in Section 2.A.1,, the candidate is asked to perform a common test, but an unexpected
factor is introduced into the calculation as a test of arithmetical ability. A phatoelectric colorimeter should NOT
be used. '
Section 5.B. An artificial urine sediment may be preparcd for this section.

_ EXAMINERS' NOTES REGARDING THE WRITTEN PAPER
Guestions 5, 7, 0. As in the past, some questions are composed of a number of short parts. These enable the
examination to touch upon many aspects of the candidates’ knowledge. It would be dcesirable for the examiners
ourage the candidates to writc brief and concise answers to these as well as to the other questions on this

.

: LS

- FRJ(C At the same time the candidates should be urged to make COMPLETE STATEN . .
! mmsmmon 3. Here, as in the questions on sources of error in the practical examination, the candidates should
| e urged to select the MOST IMPORTANT sources of error.
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April, 1944
WEGISTRY OF MEDICAL TECIINOI.OGISTS
TERICAN SOCIETY Ol CLINICAIL DPATHOLOGISTS Nanic of Applicant ________________________ e e
BALL MEMORIAL IOSPITAL
MUNCIE, INDIANA Name of EXamiNer w . e e e e s mmem e = me ey MLDL

WRITTEN EXAMINATION
(Maximum time for written examination, 3 hours. Answer ten questions only.)

1. Describe in detail the performance of a fractional gastric analysis.

2. List all the apparatus and other materials used in the conduct of TWO of the following procedures:

1. Defermination of blood group
2. Kolmer complement fixation test for syphilis
3. Blood cprbon dioxide combining power .

* 3. List in the order of their importance what you consider the TWO MOST IMPORTANT factors of error m each
of the following procedures:

1. Basal metabolic rate determination 4. Phenolsulphonephthalein renal function test
2. Determination of blood group 5. Thrombocyte enumeration
3. Blood scdimentation rate mecasurcment

4. Describe a suitable method for the detection of INTRA-blood-group incompatibility (1. e, incompatibility when
donor and patient are of the same group).

5. State the normal values for the following: (Choose TEN of the twelve)

1. Cercbrospinal fluid glucose 7. Blood plasima chlorides (as NoCl)
2. Blood hemoygiobin (in grams) 8. Blocd serum bilirubin
3. Qerebrosy:‘nal fluid chlorides (as NaCl) * 9, Blood serun protein
4. Urinc urobilinogen 10. Blood uric acid
4 5. Blood clotting time (tcest tube method) 11. Blood cholesterol
8. Erythrocyte scdimentation rate (name 12, Semen spermatozoa count

method used)

&. State chiel points of differentiation between:
I. Blood serum and blood plasma 4. A mecgaloblast and a large lymphocyte in a fixed

~n

2. Tacnia solium and Tacnia saginata blood smear stained with Wright's stain
3. Bence-Jones protein and albumin in the urine 5. Endamoeba histolytica and Endamoeba téoli

7. Make a drawing at least an inch in greatest diameter of each of the following: Choose FIVE of the six.

1. Ascaris lumnbricoides (unfertilized ovum) 4. Nccator americanus (ovum)
2, Trichinella spiralis (cyst) 5, Enterobius vermlicularis (ovum)
3. Trichomonas vaginaiis 6. Diphyllobothrium latum (proglottis)

8. Describe in gencral ternmis the principles involved in the conduct of each of the following procedures: (Choose
TWO of the three)

_Exsmple. Carbon dioxide estimation in blood plasma:

Principle: The carbon dioxide content of blood plasmia is determined by adding to the plasma a strong
acid and creating a partial vacuum to liberate the carbon dioxide gas, which is then measured in
cubic centimeters at normal atmospheric pressure. This I8 recorded in cubic centimeters per 100 cc
of blood plasma.

1. Bromsulphthalein liver function test 2. Total plasma proteins 3. Erythrocyte fragility test
9. Dcfine the following terms: (Choose TEN of the {welve)

1. Specific gravity 5. Diazo reaction 9. Isohemagglutinin

2. Macrogametocyte 6. Erythroblastemla 10. Isotonic

3. Thrombocytopenia 7. GClycolysis 11. Rh factor

4. Ketosis 8. Heterophile antibody 12, Agglutinogen

10. Describe in detail a method for the determination of blood prothrombin time.

11. Given:

A. 1.27 liters of 95 per cent ethyi alcohol: What percentage solution would resuit if enough water were
added to make two liters?

B. 379 cubic centimeters of a 3.5 per cent solution of sodium chloride in water: How many liters of water
B will it be necessary to add to obtain an isotonic solution?
: Q
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April, 1944
RLGISTRY OIF MEDICAL TECIINOLOGISTS

AMIERICAN SOCILETY OF CLINICAL PATHOLOGISTS Name of Applicant ___________________________________________
BALL MEMORIAL 1OSPITAL
MUNCIE, INDIANA Name of Examiner oo ,M.D.

PRACTICAL EXAMINATION

Scction 1 — BACTERIOLOGY (100%)

A. Given a specimen of feces! (509 ) Grade . ... %
1. Demonstrate the initisl steps {n making suitable cultures for the ldenlm"ation of possible
pathogenle bucteria,
2. Describe subsequent procedures which may be used In the further ldontifioation of tho res
sultant cultures.

B. Using properly prepared stained smears of each: (50%) Grade %
1. Identify as far as possible the following: .
a. Escherichia coli c. Diplococcus pneumoniae
b. Coryncbacterium diphtherise d. Neisser{a catarrhalis

2. Describe further steps in their identification. ’ Total Grade .. .. . %

Secction 2 — HEMATOLOGY (100%)
A. " 1. Perform an erythrocyte count drawing the blood to the 0.7 graduation on the pipette, and Grade ... ... %
showing qll calculations. (60%)

2. Decescribe three important sources of error in the performance of an erythrocyte count and
methods of avoiding them. .

B. 1. Make a bioud smear and stain it. (40%) Grade ... ......%
2. Using this stained smear, point out four Important requirements in making a suitable smear.

Total Grade ....... %
Section 3 — SEROLOGY (100%)
A, 1. Demonstrate in detail one of the following tests: (60%) Grade ........ . %
a. Maazzini c. Kolmer Wasserman e. Eagle
b. Kline d. Hinton f. Kahn
2. Describe four impcrtant sources of error in the conduct of the test. L.
B. 1. Cross-match the blood from two individuals. (40%) : Grade............ %
2. Point out the most important sources of error in this procedure. : f .
2 Total Grade ..........%

Section 4 — BIOCHEMISTRY (100%)

A. Given a specimen of cercbrospinal fluid: (50%) Ggade ...... e G0
1. Performn a quantitative estimation for glucose. .
- 2. Point out four' important sources of error in the performance of this estimation and methods -
. of fxvoiding each.
B.- Given three specimens of urine collected at 20, 60 and 120 minutes after the dye injection in Grade... ... .%
a phenolsulphonephthalein renal function test, and a statement of the appearance time: (50%)
1. Make the necessary examinations and write out a report of the result of your examination.
2. Use the colorimeter with the standard cup set at 5, and show all calculations. .
Total Grade ........... % .

Section 5 — CLINICAL MICROSCOPY AND HISTOLOGIC TECHNIC (100%)

A. Using a tissue specimen mounted in a paraffin bleck: (70%) ) Grade ......... %

1. Cutl and mount a section on a slide.

2. gotmt out five possible reasons for defective sections and describe mathods of avoiding each
efect.

B. Given a specinicn of urine: {(30%) . Grade ... ... %

1. Identify five different siructures in the centrifuged sediment.
2. Test the specimen for the presence of bile,

Total Grade . %
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E

(See page 7)

THE AMERICAN BOARD OF PATHOLOGY

Description of Examinations

For the benefit of those candidates who are not familiar with the ob-
jective, multiple=choice form of test, the Board has prepared sampies of
the more frequently used types of questions currently inciuded in the
written examinations. Candidates will find considerable advantage in
studying the instructions accompanying these samples and in becoming fam-
iliar with the various types of questions.

The examination for each subject consists of a large number of ques-
tions, the number having been adjusted to the time allowance for the par-
ticular subject. Certain questions test the candidate's recognition of
the similarity or dissimilarity of pathologic processes. Other questions
evaluate the candidate's judgment as to the cause and effect, or the lack
of casual relationships.

The most appropriate preparation for an examination of this kind is a
thorough review of the subject rather than selective ''cramming'’. The tests
are designed to measure comprehensive knowledge and ability to apply that
knowledge intelligently. Anyone suitably prepared in the various subjects
should not have undue difficulty with these examinations.

In this type of examination no student is expected to obtain a perfect
score. The best procedure is for the candidate to answer all questions
about which he has any knowledge, since a well-considered choice is more
often right than wrong. Haphazard guessing, however, is not advisable.

Many items will appear under each set of instructions in the examina-
tion. Thus, once the candidate has the specific instructions in mind, he
will encounter a block of ten or twenty, or perhaps fifty items before
meeting a new set of directions.

In these sample questions, as in the examination itself, there is always
one and only one best answer. At the same time it must be recognized that
in the broad field of pathology contrasts may not be sharply defined as be-
tween black and white but rather varying shades of gray. |In answering these
questions, therefore, one should look for the best choice and not be misled
by other choices which might be considcred possible, but still less applic-
ahla than the one considercd correct.

O
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Attachment 2, continued

SAMPLE QUESTIONS

Completion |tems

Directions: Each of the following questions or incomplete statements is
followed by five suggested answers or completions. Select the one which
is best in gach case and mark it on the answer sheet.
1. The initial pathologic process in puerperal infection is:
A. Pelvic thrombophlebitis
B. Endometritis B. (+)
C. Perimetritis

D. Pelvic Peritonitis

E. Salpingo-oophoritis

Classification ltems

Directions: Each of the numbered words or phrases below is associated

with one, both, or neither of the headings listed as A through D above it.
On the answer sheet, place the appropriate lettrer four that word or phrase.

A - if the numbered phrase or word is associated with A only.

B - if the numbered phirase or word is associated with B only.

C - if the numbered phrase or word is associated with both.

D - if the numbered phrase or word is associated with neither.

A. Hepatoma

B. Hemangioma of liver

C. Both

D. Neither
1. Metastasis 1. (A)
2. Jaundice 2. (A)
3. Spongy appearance 3. (B)
L, Ascites 4. (A)
5, Decrease in size of liver 5. (D)
6. Cirrhosis 6. (A)

(W
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Quantitative Comparison |tems

Directions: The following paired statements describe two entities which are
to be compared in the quantitative sense. Place the appropriate letter of
the following on the answer sheet:

A - if the entity described on the left is greater than that on the right.
B - if the entity described on the left is less than that on the right.
€C - if the left and right are approximately the same.

Involvement of the brain in Involvement of the brain in
Rocky Mountain spotted fever. scrub typhus. (A)

Correlation 1tems

Directions: 1In each of the following questions there are two parts - first,
a list lettered with the alphabet and second, a numbered list. Place on

the answer sheet the one item on the lettered list related to the numbered
list.

A. Dermatropic viral disease
B. Viscerotropic viral disease
C. Neurotropic viral disease
B. Flat worm disease

E. Round worm disease

1. Mumps 1. (B)
2. Rabies 2. (C)
3. Cysticerciasis 3. (D)
L., Schistosomiasis L, (D)
5. Echinococcosis 5. (D)

L.
C
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Variation Rclations |tems

Directions: Each of the following pairs of phrases describes conditions or

quantities which may or may not be related. Place the appropriate letter
of the folloawing on the answer sheet:

A - if the increase in the first is accompanied by an increase in
the second, or if decrease in the first is accompanied by de-
crease in the second.

B - if the increase in the first is accompanied by decrease in the
second, or if the decrease in the first is accompanied by
increase in the second.

C - if the second remains constant, or approximately the same
when the first increases or decreases.

lonized calcium in the blood after Urinary excretion of calcium
transfusion with citrated plasma. after transfusion with citrated
plasma. (8)

Cause and Effect |tems

Di
a

rections: Each of the following sentences consists of two main parts -

statement and a reason for that statement. On the answer sheet place

the appropriate letters as foliows:

A - if both the statement and the reason are true and are related

as to cause and effect.
B - if both the statement and the reason are true but are not related

70

as to cause and effect.
- if the statement is true but the reason is false.

c
D - if the statement is false but the reason is an accepted fact or principle.
E

- if both the statement and the reason are false.

The elevation of uric acid in the blood is the primary cause of gout
because all of the conditions in which there is uricacidemia are

significantly associated with gout. 1. (€)
The incubation period of homologous serum jaundice and epidemic
hepatitis are the same because pathologic changes are identical. 2. (D)

9
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Chronologic Comparison |tems

Directions:
which are to be placed in the proper sequence in time.

place

A ~

B -

C =

1. Glomerular destruction in

on

on

Each of the following pairs of phrases describes two occurrences
On the answer sheet
the appropriate letter of the following:

if the occurrence on the left takes places before the occurrence
the right.

if the occurrence on the left takes place after the occurrence
the right.

if the occurrence on the left takes place at approximately the
same time as the occurrence on the right.

Tubular destruction in

ascending pyelonephritis. ascending pyelonephritis. 1. (B)
2. Platelet deposition in thrombi. Coagulation of plasma in
thrombi . 2. (A)

Multiple Completion |tems

Directions:

e B -

For each of the incomplete statements below, one or more of the

completions is/are correct. Decide which completion or complctions is/are
correct and place the appropriate letter on the answer sheet, using:
A ~ if only 1, 2 and 3 are correct.
if only 1 and 3 are correct.
C - if only 2 and 4 arecorrect. - i
D - if only &4 is correct. "___
E - if some other completion or combination of completions of
those given is/are correct.
Lobar pneumonia is:
1. Usually caused by the Pneumococcus.
2. Rarely encountered in white females.
3. Characterized by an intra-alveolar exudate which is
rich in fibri.
L4, Usually confined to the lower lobes. (8)

109
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(See page 8) SAMPLE QUESTIONS

PHS-Sponsored Examination for Certain Directors
of [ndependent Laboratories h

A cell not ordinarily found in the normal human peripheral blood is the:

a. plasmocyte
b. lymphocyte
c. thrombocyte
d. erythrocyte
e. leukocyte

in blood chemistry determinations, controls should be run:

a. when a colorimeter is replaced
b. once a month

c. once a year

d. when new reagents are used

e. every time the procedure is used

in most serological procedures the serum under test is usually beated to
56°C for 30 minutes before use primarily in order to:

a. ddestroy all viruses

b. get rid of nonspecific inhibitors

c. destroy the complement in the serum

d. sterilize the preparation

e. enhance the activity of the antibody

The simplest and most rapid method for determining antibiotic susceptibility

of microorganisms i$ the:

~ a. agar disc diffusion method

b. ‘tube diTution method

“c. plate dilution method

Q
E;Bdﬂzct Answers:

d. animal inoculation method
e. hemolysis inhibition method

When a strong alkali gets in the eye, the recognized first-aid treatment is to:

a. give the eye a preliminary rinsing with dilute acetic acid solution to
neutralize the alkali .

b. flush the eye immediately with copious amounts of water

c. apply petrolatum jelly immediately and get the patient to the doctor

d. wash out the eye first with 1% sodium bicarbonate solution

e. take the victim immediately to the doctor without losing precious time
for first-aid.

PN
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Attachment L 73
(See page 16)
STATE OF ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF PERSONNEL
INSTRUCTIONS TO PERFORMANCE TEST EXAMINERS FOR
LABORATORY TECHNICIAN 1| & 11
The purpose of the performance test is to evaluate an applicant's suit-
ability for laboratory work in the particular option as to his personal qualities
and ability to perform the work. The test is not intended to evaluate per se
the training and experience or general technical knowledge of the applicant. The
performance test is an eliminating part of the examination for Laboratory
Technician | and Il. If an applicant does not receive a grade of 70 or above
on the performance test, he is disqualified for the position for that particular
time. In addition to the performance test, the examination also consists of a
written test and an evaluation of training and experience. All applicants will
have passed the written test before being scheduled for the performance test and
the evaluation of training and experience will be conducted by the Department of
Personnel for successful applicants after the performance test has been given.
Each applicant will be interviewed in the laboratory by the interview board.

Only one applicant should be interviewed at one time. At the time of the test,
other laboratory personnel should be absent or at least not in close proximity

~ to the examining board and applicant. The suggested time iimit foé‘gééh test
is 20 minutes. It is especially important that applicants be evaluated against
specific job requirements. That is, it is not the applicant's ''self-expression
in general" or his "mental alertness in all situations'' which are being evaluated,
but rather his self-expression, mental alertness etc., insofar as they will be
an asset or a liability to him in the position for which he is applying. Every
effort should be made to insure uniform standards when rating applicants for the
same position title. In order to insure uniformity in the test, the attached
suggested questions and problems are to be used. The interviewers may use other

questions so long as they are consistent with the central type and thought of

Q
IERJ!:: attached questions.

IToxt Provided by ERI
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H

Performance Test Procedure

1. You should use a separate rating sheet for each option as a separate
performance test should be given for each option. That is, if an appli~-
cant is applying for Laboratory Technician |, options | and 2, each
rater will fill out two sheets for the applicant. |If the applicant is
applying for both Laboratory Technician | & 11~0Option | only one sheet
need be filled out.

2, Each rater should fill in all the information requested at the top of
the rating sheet.

3. It is on ly necessary to check (1/) the appropriate boxes on the form
for each area to be evaluated for the particular position. There should
be only one box checked for each area. Be sure to check in the appro-
priate box as to the title for which the applicant is applying and for
which you are rating. The numerical ratings are included on the sheet
for your information. As will be noted, a rating of average in all
sections will give an applicant a grade of 70. Normally, the examining
board will consist of two members. Each member will fill out an oral
sheet for each applicant. The oral grade of the applicant is an average
of the board members individual ratings.

L. You should use the indelible pencil in marking your ratings. 1If
you wish to change your rating, mark through that rating and intial
your new rating.

5. Although care will be taken in advance to ascertain whether examiners
will be acquainted with the applicants, you should excuse yourself from
the test if any of the following apply:
a. |If you feel your rating will be biased.
b. If the candidate might feel you would influence the other
members of the board.

6. In rating the applicant, it is important for each interviewer to note
the following: —
a. |If an interviewer fails an applicant, it is necessary
to make specific comments on the rating sheet as to why the
applicant appears to be unsuitable.

b. 1If an applicant's average test grade is below 70 although
one member of the board has passed him (this may occur when
one member rates low enough to bring the average below 70)

or if the reverse is true, i.e. applicant passes although one
member fails him, it is necessary for the board to reach a
majority opinion. It is hardly justifiable to fail or pass
an applicant if a majority is not reached.

c. It is alse hardly justifiable that an applicant would be
given a grade below 70 by an interviewer, if the applicant has
been rated as average or above in the overall evaluation.

d, Rating in relation to the requirements of the positions
is particularly important when rating a candidate applying
for more than one level. Care should be taken to avoid any
illogical results, such as, an applicant receiving a higher
grade for Laboratory Technician 11 than for Laboratory Techni-
cian |, For example, it is logical to assume that the appli=-
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cant's rating on Overall Evaluation may be good for Laboratory
Technician |, but average for Laboratory Technician I}.

7. IMPORTANT NOTE: Applicants should not be informed of their perform-

ance grade after they have taken the test. The papers will be checked

in Springfield and the applicants will be notified of their final average
grades (average of written, performance, and training and experience) as

soon as scoring and processing is completed.

Every effort should be made to limit the performance test to 20 minutes,

however in order to maintain uniformity, the test should not be less

than 20 minutes. Grant each applicant as fair and complete an examina-

tion as any other applicant, even if he appears obviously unsuited for

the position.

Each applicant should be rated in relation to the requiremcote of the job
for which he has applied. Definitions. of each trait, or personality factor, are
given below to provide you with weli~defined and objective standards. BY wusing
these definitions to gain an understanding of each trait, each board will be rat-

ing applicants by the same standards.

PERSONAL QUALITIES

Does the applicant understand fully each question or situation as it is
first presented to him or is it necessary to repeat and explain the question? Does
he usually grasp the more subtle points? Does the applicant present his ideas
clearly without being unduly wordy or does he sound confused and illogical?

Does his choice of words indicate an understanding of laboratory terminology?

Is he suited tempermentally and by appearance and manner to work in a research
and laboratory environment? Does he exhibit qualities which would be beneficial
in work which is exacting and tedious or does he appear that in work of this
nature he would lose patience and become careless?

JOB KNOWLEDGE

Does the applicant have a knowledge of the specialized area for which he
is applying?

PRACTICAL APPLICATION

Does the applicant exhibit the deftness required in handling laboratory

) . . . . . .
[ii(jpment or is he awkward and careless in his actions? Are his movements coordi~
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nated and exact or are they uncoordinated? Does the candidate appear to be

familiar with and recognize the necessity for exactitude and dexterity in handling

laboratory equipment? Does the applicant have the necessary understanding of the

specialized equipment used for this option? Does he appear to be familiar with

the handling of this equipment?

OVERALL EVALUATION

On the basis of your above evaluations of the applicant, what is your

overall opinion of this candidate? Would you hire him to work fér you in this

capacity? Would he be an asset in a laboratory or would his services be detrimental?

—
CI
C
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SOtate 2 lllincis
LEFARTIERT OF FERSCNNEL
Sprirgfield, Illinois

SFECTALIZED
FERFCEIAKCE RATING IABORATORY TECHNICIAN I & II I.D. Number,

SHEET a
OFTION tate

l Rater

To the Rater: Please note carefully the instructions on the reverse side.

FERSONAL QUALITIES: Cut- Aver- Very
Is the applicant quick to standing Good . age Poor Poor
grasp and understand a gquesticn
or situation? Dces the I
applicant express himself 15 13 il 9 7
clearly and adequately?

Deces the applicart appear

to lrave reasonable control

over his emoticns or is

he tcuchy and easily upset? 1T

13 11 9 7 p)

JOB KNCWLIEDGE: (Based upon answers to oral guestions)
Dces the applicant have an
adequate grasp of the tech-
nical area in the option for I
which he 1s applying? 15 13 11 9 T

II

13 11 9 T 5

FRACTICAL APFLICATION: (Based upon the applicant's identification and de-
Dces the applicant scrirtion of the use of equirment and his practical
have an adeguate demonstraticn.)
grasp of the equip-
ment reguired for this I
position? Deces the 33 28 23 18 13
applicant exhibit the
manual dexterity.to
work effectively in
& laboratory? 11

32 30 25 <0 15

OVERALL EVALUATION:
On the basis of this
test, what kind of em-
ployee would this I
applicant make in this 37 31 25 19 13
rcsitiont

11

39 33 27 21 15

COMMENTS : 100 85 70 55 Lo TOTAL | TOTAL

AV. AV.

Q st. nos. asked:

T

o)

!;[&1(;7 (4-61) 1(}
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Attachment 5. Draft Examination for Retrained Medical Technologists
(See page 24)

STUDENT EVALUATION

NAME :

DEPARTMENT : FROM: TO:
NO. OF DAYS ABSENT: REASON FOR ABSENCE:
TARDINESS: NEVER SELDOM OFTEN
RATINGS:

ACCURACY: Consider record of technical performance.
Is consistently accurate.

Makes very occasional errors.

Work generally acceptable.

Makes repeated mistakes.

I

UNDERSTANDING OF WORK: Consider coordination of practical application and
theory, reasoning abiliLy, intelligence.

Superior.

Good.

Adequate.

Lacks grasp of basic principles.

ORGANIZATION OF WORK: Consider inventiveness and imagination in carrying
out assignments, general management and use of time.

Superior.

Good.

Adequate or acceptable.

Has to be told in detail what to do.

|

PROGRESS: Consider gain in self-confidence, improvement in speed, per-
severance, effort.
Shows exceptional progress or is a naturally quick and confident
worker.
Marked or steady improvement.
Acceptable progress.
Indifferent attitude toward improvement, does not work to extent
of ability.

JUDGMENT AND COMMON SENSE: Consider ability and foresight in handling
situations tactfully and making‘decisions in
everyday work.

Sound decisions..

Fair deductions.

Poor.

Lacks ability to meke decisions.

Lacks mathematical ability.

|

-
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Attachment 5, continued

INITIATIVE: Consider ability to see things to do, resourcefulness,
independence, achievement, imagination.

Does additional unsolicited work, has scientific curiosity.

Does assigned work well. Seeks additional work if time

available.

Does only assigned work or work that is interesting.

Needs prodding, lazy.

l

MANUAL DEXTERITY: Consider awkwardness, pipetting technique, ease of
using mechanical devices.

Generally good technique or natural aptitude.

Steady improvement in technique.

Awkward but acceptable.

Never mastered techniques.

(

COOPERATION: Consider willingness to work with people in various
capacities, loyalty, adaptability.

Always very cooperative with everyone.

Cooperative only with supervisor.

Usually cooperative.

Never cooperative.

l

i

EMOTIONS: Consider reactions in various situations when stress is
likely, personal adjustment, maturity.

Well-balanced, adjusts well to different situations.
Easily depressed or elated.

Excitable, handles emergency situations poorly.
Unresponsive.

l

PERSONALITY: Consider mannerism and appearance, general impression on
others, spontaneity.

Well liked by everyone.

Quiet, self-sufficient, pleasant.

Hard to know, shy, aloof, withdrawn.

Unpleasant, hard to work with.

Antagonistic, resents authority.

l

ATTITUDES: Consider interest in profession, motivation, sincerity,
participation.

Enthusiastic about her work.

Personal satisfaction from profession.

Indifferent.

Critical in destructive sense, defensive, complaining.

l

POTENTIALITIES: Consider possibilities in future employment, fitness
: for profession, latent abilities. T
: Will make an excellent medical technologist.
Will do well but not outstanding.
Works best under supervision and direction.
Has minimal aptitude and interest.
Lacks confidence.

|

Q
)

-
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PERSONAL APPEARANCE: Consider cleanliness, neatness, posture, and
carriage.

Exceptionally neat and well-groomed.

Usually neat.

Tends to neglect personal appearance.

Wears too much m