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ABSTRACT

Asserting that the importance of language arts in
the contemporary world is a liberating and humanistic educational
experience, a plea is made for establishing a fresh approach to the
foreign lanquage requirement in two semesters or less by providing
the student with a series of options, by maintaining the universal
requirement administered by the college itself, and by having the
individual departments formulate more stringent recommendations for
their own students. Corollary recommendations covered in the report
include: (1) increasing the entrance requirement from two to three
years providing there is substantial improvement in the gquality of
secondary school instruction, (2) expanding the counseling services
to explain to the freshmen the full nature and rationale of the
requirement, and {(3) combining the rhetoric and the foreign language
requirements, calling it the Language Arts Requirement. {(DS)
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From: The Committes on Foreign Languege Instruction February 25, 1969
To: Deans I, Moyer Hunsberger and John M, Maki

Subject: Recommendations on the Foreign Language Rsquirement in the
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In its deliberations since the beginning of ihe present academic year
the Committee on Foreign Language Instruction has taken a fresh look at the
concept of a foreign language reguirement and at the position accorded for-
eign language study in the curriculum of the College of Arts and Sciences.
Our basic premise is an assertion of the fundamental importance of the lan-
guage arts in any contemporary and meaningful conception of education. By
language arts we meen the ability of a human being to express himself or to
communicate effectively.

The basic languags arts for which sducational systems are responsible

involve a mastery of the student's mother tongue., Thus, in American col-
leges and universities English composition, speech, znd rhetoric require-
ments have long bren established and continue to serve valid ends for all
students. Howevsr, in a modern world characterized by diversity, techno-
loéical complexity, and disappearing geographical barriers, there are many
other modes of communication and human expression, and effective and mean-~

ingful communication across language barriers is coming to bs one of man-
kind's greatest problems. Educational institutions accordingly have a
special responsibility to intrdduce all students to at least cne of the
modes of communication other then their mother tongues. Education and mon-
olingualism are incompatible.

In addition to providing all students with skills in the use of at
least one appropriate alternate language, educational institutions have @
further responsibility in the area of language and communication arts:
they must provide a meaningful and contemporary understanding of some of
the complex and subtle technological, theoretical, psychological, and phil-
osophical aspects of the general problem of human communication. In this
context one can investigate a wide variety of modes of expression or com-

munication such as audio, visual, and printed mass media, the visual arts,
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creative writing, conceptual mathematics, formal logic, and computer lan-

guages.
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The proper subject of this paper, however, is the role of language
erts when more strictly defined: 1in particular, the study of foreign
languages in the iiberal arts curriculum, We are concerned not only
with foreign languages as tools of communication to be used by the stu-
dent in travel abroad, reading, listening to the radio, or viewing for-
eign films. We are also concerned, and deeply so, with foreign language

learning as in itself essentially a liberating and humanistic education-
al experiencs. This experierce et its best can provide a unique kind of
enlinhtenment, and in two directions, It can provide a mezns of crossing
linquistic, national, and cultural barriers and of approaching an under-
standing of foraign countries, civilizations, and cultures. And, by open-
ing new perspectives it can cause the student to reflect back upon himself,
his language, and his culture. As the student learns a foreign mode of
human expression he will simultaneously be learning something about him-
sel® and about humankind in gensrel, It is in this way that the study of
foreign languages makes its essential contribution to what has tradition-
ally been called 2 humanistic educational experience.

It is in the context of thess broad considerations of the importance
of the language arts in a contemporary humanistic curriculum that we wish
to formulate 2 new approach to the study of foreign languages and to the

foreign language reguirement in the Collegs of Arts and Sciences at tha

University of WMassachusetts,

II. ANGUAGE ARTS

— ————

All students entering the Unlversity have already had continued expe-
rience with language arts, yet they may have unly a fragile awareness of

the place of such arts in their total educational experiencz. The chances

are good that the average student will have seen the language arts not as

a whole or encompassing learning sxperience but rather as a series of
specific segments of study the relationship of which may not be immediately
clear, His most conscious and direct efforts in language will have besn
made in both tnglish and foreign language classes, the latter being a new

dimension of language study added at some point in the elementary or second-

ary school years, Under the title of English the matriculating student will




3
have had varying amounts of grammar, word study, oral and written composi-
tion, and literature. His study of a foreign language will have =vposed
nim to a different system of sounds, structure, and meéning. He may even
heve come to appreciate how a foreign languags gives him a completely dif-

ferent framework of communication, yet a framework interestingly comparable

to his own mother tongue.

When the student arrives at the University, he will be expected to
develop these beginning language skills., He will enter the new courses
beinn designed by the Rhetoric Committee, where he will continue his study'
of the English language and continue to improve his skills in its use, The
Foreign Lznguace Committee wishes to suggest the following series of courses
from which this same student should choose in order to continue his study

of a second language or to add a third language.

1. The present four course foreion languaoe seauence, Placement with-
in the sequence will be determined by the score achieved on a place-
mer. test, and full credit will be granted regardless of previous
language study in secondary school, The student may, if he wishes,
enter the seguence one level lower than the one determined by the
test. In such cases the student will receive credit but be graded
on a pass-fail basis.

It should be noted that if the entrance requirement is raised from
two to three years of one foreign language, as recommended in part
IV, A of this report, the great majority of students will place on
entrance in 130 or 140, and increased numbers will be exempted
altogsther from further foreign language study. This four course
sequence will aim at achieving proficiency of a certain pre-deter-
mined level in all four language skills (reading, writing, listen-
ing comprehension, speaking). It should be noted that tracks for
ma jors, non-majors, honors students, and those in need of remedial
work have been established in some lanquages on the 130-140 level,

s St —  Se—— — —— S ————————— O T—  Sobm—  o—

foreion language seaouenca. Placement will be the same as above.
These courses will not aim at proficiency in the four skills but
will instead concentrats on reading. The student may choose among
three opticns or tracks according to his ocwn interests and intendsd
major. One track will be involved with readings in important orig-
inal material in the foreign language relating to the humanities
(literature, history, art, music, philosophy). A second track will
read original foreign language material in the social sciences, and
a third in the physical sciences. On the 130 level simple material
of a2 popularized nature will be read, with an emphasis on develop-
ment of reading skills. This will prepare for progressively more
difficult matzrial on the 140 level. These courses will be des-
igned in cooperation with representatives from other departments,
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to mssure that the material read will be directly relevant to

the needs of students in those departments. It is suggested

that the gppropriate track of this course be strengly recommend-
ed for majors in departments in the respective divisions and for
possible divisional ma jors. Possibly some form of credit toward
a major could be gained by takina the aporopriate track in this
senuence of foreign language courses. This would be a large step
toward integrating the study of foreign languages with the major
area of the student's education.

3. _An intensive two semester lanauage ssguence. This would be an
intensive course meeting eight to ten hours per week and receiving
double credit (®12 hours for the two ssmester sequence), This
sequence is orimarily intended for students wishing to begin &
new foreign language, but specially quaelifiec students could enter
in the middle of the sequence. Placement procedures would be the
same as above. The course would be designed to leed to the same
level of proficiency in all four skills as would be achieved in
the normal four course foreign language sequence (1 above).

4, _A semi-intensive two semsstsr foreiogn language reading course.
The first semester would be an intsnsive course meeting eight to
ten hours per week and receiving 6 credits. It would concentrate
on the learning of vocabulary, syntex, and representative structur-
al patterns, sccompanied by practice in oronunciation. Graded
readings would be introduced as soon as possible, and by the end
of the first semester by concentrating on reading skills alone the
students would have achieved a level of proficiency thet would
allow them tn continue in the second semester with the divisional
reading option on the 130 or 140 level described in number 2 above.
Placement at the one level or the other will depend on the recom-
mendation of the instructor, This course would meet three times
a week and receive thre=e gredits, and consequently this sequence
as a whole is described as ssmi-intensive: double meetings and
double credit first semester followed by regular meetings and
ragular credit second semester. This seguence is also primarily
intended for students wishing to begin 2 new foreign language.
Those with some previous experience of the given languaege would
be admittrd to the first semester of the ssquence for full credit
odly if their placement test score indicated 2 110 or 120 lewvel.
If it indicated a 130 level, credit would be granted only on a
pass-fail basis.

de wish also to recommend that the Linguistics Program explore
the oossibility of establishing appropriate courses dealing with
language that might serve as additional options.
It is oroposcd that these options be introduced without delay in
whatever foreign lannquage programs consider them practicable and have
the necessary staff. we wish to invite all faculty members to suggest
any other forms of foreign language instruction which might be of service

to students on this campus.

In order to increase the foreign language options available to stu-

dents in the College, we strongly support afforts presently being made to




5

expand the offerings in Oriental languages, At the same time we recommend
the initietion of courses in one or more African languages, especially in

the light of a new interest on this campus in Afro-American studies.

I1I. THE REQUIREMENT

In formulating the terms of an appropriate and viable foreign
language requirement, the Committee has been guided by three considerations.
First, in kesping with a general reduction of requirements in the curricu-
lum of the College, the Committees wishes to make it possible for any stu-
dent to fulfill his foreign language requiremsnt in two semesters or less,

Second, in harmony with the trend towerd providing a series of alternatives
rather then specific courses as requirements, the Committee wishes to pro-
vide the student with a series of options broad enough to assure that the
educationel experience involved in fulfilling the requirement may be
relevant for every student. Third, in order to mairtain the respectability
and integrity of the degree of Bachelor of Arts grarted to students com-
pleting the curriculum in the College of Arts and Sciences, we have decided
unanimously in favor of retaining a collasge-wide or universel requirement

administered by the College itself, We feel strongly that the abolition of
such e requirsment would be detrimental to thes very existence of our College
as an institution of liberal education and would lead the way to excessive=
ly departmentalized pre-professionel specialization, We submit that if any
reguirements are to be reteined in the College the foreign language require-
ment which we are proposing here is just as valid and viable as the rhetoric
requirement, the literature requirement, the history-philosophy requirement,
or the social and natural science requirements.

The foreign languzge requirement as we have designed it could be ful=-
filled in any of the following ways:

1. By attaining an approved score on the Collesge Entrance Examination
Board foreign language test taken in the senior year of high school.
The approved score would be equivalent to the average score attain-
ed by students at the University of Massachusetts on a similar test
taken on completion of the 140 level course in the foreign language.
Students attainiig exemption by this maans will be awarded 6 advanced
placement credits,

2, By attaining a similar score on a University administered placement
or proficiency test. Oepending on the language involved, this would
be either a standardized or a departmentally devised test, It could

—_—__I-_P—_n—___—-_—&



be taken during summer counseling prior to the student's arrival
on camous for his freshman ysar, or it could be teken at official-
ly designated times in the course of the school year, Students
attaining exemntion by this means will also be ewarded 6 advanced
placement credits,

3. By cecmpleting one of the sequences of foreign language study out-
lined in the above list on pages 3 or 4. Students admitted by
placement test on the 140 level will receive 3 advanced plecement
credits if they comnlete the sequence with a grade of C or bsetter,
The options available to the student in the various tracks pro-
vided by these sequences will assure that the material studied will
be relevant to all divisions and most departments.

These alternatives, we submit, provide flexibility, relevence, and a
real cholce among options, while at the same time assuring that students
graduating from the College of Arts and Sciences will have had some sub-
stantial experience with foreign language arts.

At the same time we wish to suggest that individual departments might

formulate more stringent recommendations or reguirements for their own
students and that they might grant some form of credit toward fulfillment
of reguirements for the major to students who continue work in fcreign lan-
yuages beyond the minimal College requirement, Students majoring in the

humanities might be urged or required tc take a semeater or a year course

in 2 foreign literature above the 140 level. Those majoring in certain

areas of the humanities minht be urged or required to tezke Latin in addition
to a modern foreign language. Students in some areas of science and math-
ematics might be urged or required to attain a reading knowledge of two or
even three modern foreinn languages. The divisional reading options described
on pages 3 and 4 will assure that acquisition of such e reading knowledge may
be attained as efficiently as possible and that the efforts expended will be
directly relevant to the student's research interests. The Crmmittee on For-
eign Language Instruction welcomes any suggestions for making the teaching of
foreign languages on this cempus more meaningful end useful for students in

the various departments of the Lollege.

IV, COROLLARY RECOMMENDATIONS

A. The Entrance Requiremsnt

This Committes is vitally concerned with the extent, the nature, and

the -quality of foreign language instruction in the Commonwealth's secondary
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schools. Arnother committee within the language departments has besan work-

ing at the complex task of improving instruction on the secondary levsl and
has to date made some progress which is soon to affect teacher training at

the University. The present Committee expects to become fully involved in

theme efforts to upgrade the teaching of foreign languages.

The Committee wishes now to recommend a policy limited to a specific
period of time which it beliesves will create a long term effect in helping
the high schools turn out students who are already proficient in a given
foreign language, or nearly so, when they apply for admission to the Uni-
versity. The Committse recommends that the entrance requirement for the
College of Arts and Sciences be raised from two to three years of one for-
eign languege. It is suggested that this requirement become effective four
years after adoption for a five year pasriod. In the nine year span indicated
by this proposal the high schools of the Commonwealth will have hed sufficient
time to raeise the level and improve the quality of their foreign language
instructilon, Another result of this recommendation is that the University
would gradually reduce the number of skills courses in foreign languages as
the proficiency of its entering freshmen incresases. Finally, there would be
a2 substantial increase in the number of students exempted by College Boards

or placement test from further required study of foreign languages at the

University,

B. Counssling

The Committee further recommends that increased efforts be made by the
College and by ths departments to acquaint entering freshmen with the nature
and the rationale of the requirements that they will be expected to fulfill.
We believe thet it is the responsibility of the College to assure that each
student understands the purpose of the reouirements it has adopted. The
students should be made more aware than they have bsen in the past of how
the requirements are designed to shape their educational expsrience, and,
equally importantly, of how £he new options which the students ars being
offered help them shape their own educational experience in the light of
their own individual interests and objectives. Increased counseling and
guidance services are needed to help the student make an intelligent choice
among the options presented to him. It is to be hoped that by thus being

allowed a more active hand in planning their own education the students will

be better motivated and more directly engaged in the particular learning




'experience they will choose for themselvss.

C. Conclusion: A Foreion Language-Rhetoric Reguiremsnt

These recommendations of the Foreign Language Committee were prem-
ised on the assertion of the fundamental importance of the language arts
in modern education. We have noted at several points a close relation-
ship betwesn our own concerns and those of the Rhetoric Committee, and
we have been viewing the shared concerns of our two committees in the
encompassing perspective of language arts. We have re-formulated the
foreign lanouage requirsment in terms broader than ever before so as to
make it as significant as possible for all the divisions and departments
and students in the College., In order to bring about a rapprochement that
would be in keeping with the essential philosophic perspective on which
these recommendations have been based, the foreign Language Committee
wishes to suggest the possibility of combining the rhetoric and foreign
into a single cne that would be fulfilled by completing the requirements
Pproposed by our respective committees, An appropriate name for the com-
bined requirement would be a matter for discussion between the two commit-
tees. At the moment @e would merely suggest the phrase Language Arts Re-
quirement. Such a combined reguirement would make the students more aware
of the essential unity underlying these two areas of study, thus leading

them to appreciate more fully the linguistic basis of the humanities.

Respectfully submitted by the Committee on Foreign Language Instruction:

Robert L. Bancroft

Micheline Dufau

Peter Fischer

Nancy Lamb
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Albert Reh

Irving P. Rothberg, Chairman
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Thomas f, Sousa

Zina Tillona
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