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INTRODUCT 10N

Spurrcd Dy the 1954 Supreme Court Decision outlawlng segregatlon [n public schan’s,
biack Americans have bezn determined to eliminate all obstacles that prevent thur
from exercising their full constitutional rights, Thelr determination to overcome
racial barrlers has tested the natlon'!s commltmen: to freedom and equallty for all
1ts citizens, Using such slogans as ''Freedom Now'" and, more recently, 'Dlack
pover,'' black leaders have rallled thelr constiiuents to participate in gigantic
demonstrations in the natlon's capital and to risk their personal safety resist-
Ing discrininatory customs and practires,

Efforts to ellminate dlscrimination due to raclal or ethnlc background have rec-
sulted in some positive changes, Civll rights laws have teen enactod and many
vrivate citizens from all social strata have worked to make personal merit and
integrity the basls for acceptance In U, S, society, 3ut even though black Ameri -
cans gencrally have more opportunity than ever before, many spokesmen for black
communliies stress that no galns short of fuli cquality can be entirely sufficient
In this context, it Is important to know sbout and understand the attitudes of
black youth who within a few years will be a significant part of the constituerav
of black leaders and w1l have an increasingly major role in the struggle for fu
equality, The best way to Introduce thls study of the attitudes of youth in black
high schools Tn five citles is to guote from an earlier study of black students i.
Kansas City, Missourt conducted In the spring of 1960 by the Center for the Studv
of tetropelitan Problems in Education:

Thz average student enrolled in these three high scheols in
the Kansas City, llissouri ghetto neither balieves that the
United States wil! be separsted into sub-socleties based on
race nor suppOr.s the avqguments of those who would like to
see 11s happen, He Is optimistlc about the future !n that
he believes the opportunities open to hlm are elther aood or
very good, His expectations on these matters spparently are
not founded on talth in the gcod will of white Anericans,
since he does not feel he can trust mosi whites, On the
other hand, he does not personally dislike the few white
Amerlcans whom he has had an opportunity to meet and get to
know, He believes that hcusino. emy»loyment, educationzl
health, transportation, police, recreatlional, and social
welfare services or resources In his cormunity are not very
good, He |Is particutariy dissatisfied wich conditicns re-
garding housing, employment, recreation, and social welfare,
and he Is frequently resentful of police officers whon he
tends to see as unnecessarlly Intimidating or 'bullying"
toward the publlc, He bzlieves that non-viclent actions
stressing educatlon, hard work, orderly protest, and im-
provement of cormunications between the races constitute

the best means through which black people should try to
schieve greater equallty and prosperity, but he appears to
be uncoavinced that these non-violent means have done much
good In the past and he s far from sure that he will not
end up participating in a riot in the future. [n general,
then, he appears to be committed to goals involving the
achlevement of progress through cooperatlve rmeans which
prebahly would be endorsed by the great majority of his
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fellow Americans, tut hls perceptions of racial relation-
ships and of the problems and conditions in the predeminantly-
Negro community in whlch he llves lead him to accept these
ideals with a certain amount of skepti.!.sm and ambhivalence,
The discrepancy between the conditions he sees around him and
his high hopes for the future is reflected in an undarlying
sense of unease and bitterness which leads some of his fellow
students to accept the arguments of extreme milltants who ei-
ther reject the goals of an integrated soclety or believe
that progress for black Americans can be achieved only through
viclent means., Sharing feellngs of dlssatisfaction and mis-
trust of whites which are widespread among Lis fellow stu-
dents, he is not complctely sure that these argum:nts are
incorrect and he does not find It difficult to visvalize him-
self swept up in violent confrontations which might originate
either as protests within Negro communitles or In attacks di~-
rected against the people who live there, At the present
tlme it Is Impossible to predict whether separatist sentl-
ments or propensities to reject non-violence as an ineffec~
tive political philosophy wil! remaln at thelr current rela~
tively Insignificant leval or will Increase among students
wito will enter predomlnant!y-bl?ck high schools In Kancas
City during the next few years,

fiven the Importance of toplcs explored in our 1968 study of black youth in a
single major city, we belleved It was desirahle to cendunt a follow-up study o
accomplish twy fundcmental objectives: 1) determine whether or how the attitudes
of Kansas Clty respordents resemplcd o1 differed from the attivrudes of bleck
youtin In other parts of the Unlted States; and 2) determine whether or how much
change hac occurred In the attitudes of Kansas City vouth In a tvo-ycar period
between the spring of 1963 and the spring of 1970,

In the origlnal proposal for this follow-up study subriitted to the Mational Inati-
tute of tlental Health in October of 1962 and gescrined in the present reporg, '
delincated plans to dbtain samples of students in sil-black or nearly all-black
high schools In a number of cities selected to highlight Jdifferences that might

be associated with stze of clty #nd reglon of the country, Originally, ve plann .
to obtain sarples from at least two large cities and two medlum-sized cities in
each of the following sections of the United States: FEast Coast; Upper MHidwes:~
treat Lakes; Lower Midwest-Southwest; Deep South; and 'lest Coast. Eacli sewple was
to consist of 160 respondents stratifled so as to include nqual numbers of males
end females; tentk, cleventh, and twelfth gracders; and members of ‘ow?r socio-
cconemlc {"'underclass'’) families as compared wlith members of wurking class fami-
lies.

Cnforiunately, however, we were not able to procced according to thece initic.
plans, “then contatts were made In target clties where we knew educators vho vers

1NOrman S. Fiddmont and Denlel U, Levine, ''The Attltudes of legro High School
Srudens In Kansas City, Missourl: A Prellminary Report," (Kansar City,
ifissouris CLenter for the Study of Mctropolitan Problems in Education, n,d )
(mi*c@), P.22,
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in & position to help arrange to collect data for the study, a variety of ob-
slacles viere encountered which prevented us from otbtaining the desired data, In
most cases the obstacle consisted of administrative refusal to allow collection

of data. Cenerally these refusals wera accompanled with expresslons of regret

and deszriptions of recent interracial conflict which made toplcs invo'ving so-
cial attitudes In general and Interractal attlitudes in particular an even more
sensitive maiter than is usually the case. In one state refusals reflccted state
taws which were Interpreted as prohlblting a study utillizing student responses

to our questiornaire, and In several Instances school district policies prohibited
local educators from cooperating with us,

In addition, data from the schools In which we eventually did collect infoymaticn
did not allow us to constitute our Individual-school samples with N's of 160 s
described above, primarily beceuse there generally was too narrow a disti “huticn
of respondents of both sexes across grade levels and social classes. The consc-
qrences of this outcome for the research methodology usad In the study are de-
scribed In the next chapter,

After cunsiderable effort and many communicaticons with schvol officials and other
contact persons In varicus parts of the country, a sample of five schools wes ob-t
tained from as many cities, Data were obtained during the spring of 1970 with a
questionnal<e which was a modification of the one we had used In Kansas City in
1968, Except for Kansas City, the cities In which the schools la the sanple are
located will not be identlfied by name In accordance with guarantees we made that
the anonymity of cities would be protected along with that of participating
school: and students, The flve cities i1or which data on the attitudes of stu-
dents In al) black or nearly all-black high schools were cbtained are as follcws:

Kansas City, Hlssouri: Kansas City 1s a lower midwestern-
upper southewestcrn clty of nearly 500,000 populatlor in a
metropolitan at2a of approximately 1,250,000, As part of
& border sta*e In which slavery was legal betore the Civll
lar, Kansas City folloved the southern pattern of de jure
school segregation untl: the Supreme Ciart outlawed this
practice 1n 1954, Although school sagrecgatlon is no ltonger
mandated by law, the majority of black students In Kansas
City contin e to attend segregated schools In segregated
neighborhoods, desplite a few tol:en efforts the school dis-
trist made in the early 1950's to encour~ne desegregation,
In 1970 epproximately 75% of the >lack students In Kaisas
City, Hissourl schools attended schools which were 90% or
more Llack, The tegro population constitutes 23% of the
total city population and 50% of the population of the
largest public school district In the clity, For the
present study, data were collected from students in one

of the three predominantly-black hlah schools which were
included in our 195G study,

tastern City: The second gity included in the sample s
one of the largest citle:s on the east coast, Hegroes

o 2The questionnalre used in the study s shown in Appendix A,
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constitute nearly 35% of the total city population and approsi-
mately sixty percent of the public school enrolliment in this
city, An estimated 70% of the black pupils In Eastern City
putlic schools attend schools which are virtually all btack.

Deep South City: The deep souti: school inctuded in the sam=-
ple s Yocated In a very small city of several thousaid peo-
ple, About 50 persent of the city popuiation and ¢f percent
of the public school population is Negro, ‘'l have . reason
to believe that this city is elther typlcal or atypical of
other small citles In the deep south,

Upper Midwestem City: The fourth school In our sample is
located In a very large city in the upper midwestern-Great
Lakes region and has one of the largest populatlons of
black residents Ir the ration, Approximately 33% of the
people in the city and 55 percent of the students In the
pubtic schools are black., This city Is often cited, both
locally and nationally, as having one of the highest if
not the highest rate of residantial as well as public
school segregation In the United States, More than ninety
percen. of the black students wno attend public elementary
schools In Upper Mldwestern City are enrolled In schools
which are neat iy all Negro,

Lower Midwestern City: Lower Hidwestern City has a popula-
tion 20% larger than Kansas City, Like Kansas City, this
city Is Jocated In a border state where de jure segregation
existed In the schools until 195, More than twice as many
black people live in Lower Midwescern Clty as in Kansas (ity,
The metropolitan area of Lower Midwestern City Is much larger
than the Karsas Clty SMSA, as Is the percentace of black citi-
zens within the clty population, Approximately L0% of the
residents of Lower Midwestern Clty and 707 of the public
school students are black, Elghty-flve percent of the black
pupits in nublic schools In Lower Midwestern City arc In

all black schools, These facts imply that thc black ghetto
in Lower Midwestern City Is much larger than its counterpart
In Kansas Clty,

Jecause the sample of clties is so small, the results of the study must be vicwe!
as exploratory and suggestive of further research rather than as in anv sense
definitive findinas concerning the attitudes of black youth In Jdiffering tynos

nf citles, Mevertheless, to our krowledge little systematic Information ¢/ ¢
kind reported in this study has been avallable for even a small! sampl> of < ra2c
or four citles, partly because It [s extremely difficult to obtain access .o
farge cnough numbers of respondents to conduct thils type of study, For this r--
son, we bellieve the results are worth serfous attenticon from anyone inters. .d »
wnlerstanding or conducting further research on the topics explored In the »ucy,
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1. #Hethods and Procedures

collection of Data

The gquestionnaire used to collect data in this study was based on an instrument
developed to assess the attitudes of students at three predominantly biack high
schools in Kansas City, Missouri In 1963, A number of the items used in the pre-
vious study were re-worded or Otherwlse refined to improve readability and sever-
2} ltems were changed from open-ended to multiple-choice in order to facilitate
processing of the data, Coples of the revised questionnalre were professionally
printed in sufficlent quantity to allow for distribution {n batches of three to
four hundred in as meny as fifteen school:, The final set of items together with
information on revisions in the original 1368 questionaalre and on the responses
of students in the total sample and the Kansas City subsample s shown in Table 1,

Cuestionnaires were administered in the Spring of 1970 at the five high schools

et which school officilas had agireed to cooperate in the study. {information on
the five citles in which these schools are located Is provided in the Introdnctor,
section above and will not be repeated In this chapter.,) In each school questicr-
naires were distrituted and collected by contact persons whom we had good :ea-on

to believe maintained cordial and respectful relationships with students and had
the confidence of both the student body and the staff,“ Respondents were exalicit-
)y instructed that thzy should not provide any information that might allow for
n.rrsonal Identificatlon and were assur:d that nothing would be done to bring «is-
zredit or disfavor on their schools,

!t should be particularly noted that some of the items on our questionnaire werc
csen~ended questions which students were requested to answer in their own woirds,
“he advantage of this procedure is that students! responses are not influenced

or guided one way or anofrker by response categories such as are used on items
uhich request respondents te choose among a list of specific alternatives, Thus
an open-ended questlon generally is wore lkely to yield unbiased Informaticn
concernirg the orlginal feelings and understandings of respondents than is & mui-
t iple-cholce question, (sing open-ended questions is especially appropriate in
ctudies such as the present une In which attitudes being investigated have strong
emotfonal connotations that may be magnl! ed by the wording of multiple~choice
rasponses, thereby leading % inaccuracies in assessing the underlying nature of
these attitudes, The dlsadvantage of this procedure 1s that open-ended ansuars
nuct be leborfously elzssified in order to identify commonalities in the view-
points of the population under study. Other problems arise In determining whe-
ther cpen-ended answers have been rellably classifled and in encouraging resgen-
Jents to formulate and write out their own answers rather than to merely circle

Al
“he exact form of the questionnalre as printed and distributed Is shown In
Aspendlx A,

“i.cause most respondents In the Kansas City sample knew one of the Investigitor:
and many were aware of his Interest 1o toplcs Included on the questionnaire, .

s passible that some Kansas City respondents may have provided answers rcalcv’ | .»)
to plcase him, However, we do not think this tendency was very widesprca:: in
viry of the great palns taken to Impress respondents with the importance of « -
virniing honust anzwers and the consistency of responses noted in batches of cu s-
t;onnaires from respondents who were more and less acquainted with the imaor i
einr,
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an Item on a checklist, The latter problem often is particularly acute amrng st~
dents who may have difficulty expressing themselves and may be disinclined 1o fill
out a long questionnaire. In the present study we used multiple~choice items vjier-
ever it was thouzht thls wasfeasible without appreciably reduclng the accuracy or
adequacy of the data anc retained the open-ended format for Items on which we falt
it could be misleading to provide cues that might lead to biased responses,

Previous research we had conducted with samples of students fron black high schools
had shown that inter-rater reliablllties in categorizing respenses on the open-
ended items ranged from 67 to 9%, with most between 74 and 85 percent. For the
present study, four raters Indeperdently sorted responses on the opcn-ended jtems
from & random sample of 100 quest!onnaires [nto respOnse categorles which had been
nstablished after considerable study by one of the Investigators. Inter-rater re=
liability using thls procedure was 87 percent.

Inasmuch as cplit-hal{ methods were not appropriate to the guestionnalre and it
was impossible to obtaln a repeated (identiflable} administration of the question-
naire for even & part of thz sampie, we have no data on the reliabllity of the
multiple-choice ftems, Howevar, the relatively high degree of consistency (de-
scribed In later chapters) which was found to characterize responses across the
five cities provides an indlication that the Instrument as x whole probably is ade-
quate in rellabillty, especlally since tte questions and the types of responses
requested are stralgntforward and on thelr face seem susceptible_to relatively
little misinterpretation or wavering on the part of respondents,

Backgqround and status wvarlables

After questionnaires which containad mostly blank responses had Leen diccarded,
each respoadent's social-class placemant was determined with Hollingshcad's 7:.0-
Factor Index utiiizing Information on the occupation and education of ¢ respon-
dent's father, mother ( 1f data are nor available on the father), or head of
household, Studcnts In the five subsamples were dlistributed as follows by q: .2
level, sex, and social class:

3Relatively large nimbers of bl:zak responses were found In questloanaires fro
several schools in the study, but few questionnalres had to be discarded becunsc
2 respondent did not answer most of the items or did not apptar to be trealing
the questlonnalre serlously, Except where otherwise ladlcated, calculavinns
shoun in Table 1 and elsevwherc in this study do not include non-respondents on :
given item,
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Grade Level Sex Soclel Class

10 1i 12 M F i1t v Y

% (N % (N % (N % (N % (N % (N % (N % ()

Kansas Clty 37 (69) 36 (67) 2. (52) 47 (89) 53 {99) 19 (3%) 43 (69) 23 (50)
Eastern City - = 26 (53) 74(150) 27 (54) 73(149) 05 (9) 38 (65) 56 (95)
Deep South City 32 (66) 34 {(A9) 34 (69) 50(101) 50{103) o1 (1) 29 (50) 71(123)
Upper Midwestern

City - - 65 {64) 35 (35) 51 (50} 49 (49) 09 (6) 33 (23) 59 (k1)
Lower liidwestern
City 55 (36) 45 (29) =~ - Lo (26) 60 (39) 36 (I4) 38 (15) 26 (!0}

o

Total sample 23(171) 37(282) L0(306) 42(320) 58{L39) 10 (61) 36(222) 5%(222)

™

ffects of backqround and status varlables

Scores on measures of occupatlion, education, and soclal class may have differing
meanings 1n various communltlies, particularly when one Is comparing communitlies

as diverse as a large northern city and a small rural!-orlented, southern city,

For example, high school graduation may slignify a relatively low level of attain~-
ment and prestige In one community and a relatively high level In another. |In a
community In which occupational and educatfonal attainment are very ltow, similarly,
Socinl Class IV on a five-point scale may signify relatively high social status as
compared with a similar placement In & community with a wider distribution of cdu-
cational and occupatlional attalnment, For this reason, each respondent was given
two scores showing whether his mother and father were above the respective medians
for paternal and maternal educational attalmnments among respondents tn hls own
school, These data made 1t possible to explore the question of whether students
in any one city whose mothers or fathers were relatively high on educational at-
talnment differed in thelr responses on attitude {tews from students In the sane
clty whose mothers or fathers were relatively low on this component of social .te-
tus.

Secause there Is some reason to belicve that families - particularly black fimi-~
lies ~ in which the mother has more education than the father may differ in i
portant respects from families In which the father Is more highly educated or
both parents have equal educational attalnment, a check was mede to determire viv:-
ther this conslderation would have to be taken into account In analyzing the dria.
This was dono by selecting subgroups of respondents from KansasCity and Eastern
City whose familles differed according to whether the mother or father had hichey
ecducational attainment and comparing their responses on fifteen selected at¢iiur
iicms on the questionnaires, Visval Inspection of the data Indicated that in o~
than 90% of these comparisons there were no differences in the distributions or
resconses for the two subgroups within a city differing on paternal vs, materaal
aducation, Thus It was concluded that there was no need to sort respondents Inin
scparate groups based on how much educatlon thelr mothers had attained relative

L
‘Category V Is lew and category [ Is high in soclial class. Due to lack of infoi- :-
tion with which ¢o determine soclal~class placement, some respondents could not

@ ~ nlaced In one of the soclal-class cateygories,
wiiﬁna
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As noted above, our samples of students from five cities varled widely on such
background and status variables as grade level in school and soclal class. Because
it was possible that responses to the attitude Items might be correlated with such
background and status variables, differences among the five samples in response
patterns on the attitude items might be due primarlly to differences in their
compositlion rather than to real differences In atiltudes from city to city.

To tnvestigate thls poussibllity, Pearson Product-moment correlations and point bi~
serfal correlations were computed between the background and status variables on
the one hand and che numerically-scored attitude ftems on the other,® £ach back=-
ground or status variable was correlated separately wlth fourteen attitude items,
Thke background and status variables were the following:

Grade level In school {grades 10, 1}, and 12)

Sex

Mother's Education (dichotomous)

Socicl Class (five catenories determined by Hollingshead's
Two-Factor Index)

For the total sample of students from schools in five citles, only two of the 56
correlatlons between a status or background variable on the one hand and an attli-
tude item on the other was as hlgh as ,10.° For the sample as a whole, therefo:z,
vie can say that there were few Instances In vwhich grade level In school, sex,
mother's education, or soclal class could account for as much as one percent &7
the variance In responses to the attitude items, Given this lack of correlation
betieen background and status variables and responses to the attitude Items and
assuming that thc assoclations between the background and attitude items are line-
air, we are relatively safe in comparing schools without worrying that the differ-
ences we find in attlitudes may be caused by differences in the composition of the
subsamples,

However, to double check on the relation between background and status variables
and attitude responses we also computed separate correlations for the individua®
subsamples, At this point we chose to disregard most correlations less than ,29,
since a corretation less than this magnttude does not allow use of one variable iz
predlict more than four percent of the variance In the ather, Uhile thils decision
necessarlly is somewhat arbltrary, we did not bellev2 that background and stetus
variables corr=tated .20 or less with the attitude items could account to any

5Correlatlons Involving the dichotomous varliables were point biserial corrclationc;
the others were product=-moment correiations,

™

SThe two exceptions were that a correlation of ,13 was found betieen gride leool
in school and attitudes toward the pollce and a correlation of M4 was fcun! -
tween sex and expectatlons that problems between whites and blacks would b=
peacefully resolved, The former correlation was due primarily to a correlat on
of ,37 In Upper Midwestern City, and the latter to correlatlons of ,18 and .45 i~
Daep South City and Lower Midwestern City, respectlvely, Only I1 of the 55 cor-
relations for the total sample were slignificant at the ,05 level, even though

the s on which these correlations were computed always were at least 500.
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appreciable extent for attlitude differences found between schools,

Less than slx percent of the intra-school correlations were ,20 or higher, and
some of these can be attributed to chance occurrences In a set of correlations
containing 280 correlations,7 1n addition, there was little or no consistency in
the correlations found “rum school=-to-school, For example, sex and perceptions
of opportunities for the future correlated at ,21 In Kansas Clty, but no correla-
ttons that high appeared in any other school, Similarly, grade level and atti-
tudes toward the police correlated at ,28 in Upper Midwestern City but the corree-
poinding correlations did not reach ,20 in the aother four ¢ltles, These findings
further support the conclusion that background and status variables among the
students in our sample are not consistently relatcd to responses on the attitude
items,

At this point we could now proceed to process the data from our sample of 759
respondents from all=black or predominantly-black high schools [n five cities
snd to meke inter-city comparisons as well as Inter-attitudinal analyses withoit
teing overly concerned that differences In background varlables between subsam=-
ples in the flve cities might call into question the validity of our findings,8

7 Only 23 of the 280 Intra-school correlations (56 X 5 schools) were signiflcent
2t the ,05 level, and only 5 were significant at the .01 level,

8However, to ensure cautlon In citing and interpreting possible differences amona
the flve schools In our sample, we will use the .91 level In testing for differ-
ences 1nvolving any attitude varlable that correlated ,20 or higher with a bhack-
ground or status varfable In a school involved In a glvei. ccmparison with onc or
more other schools that diftered notliceably on that particular background or
status variable,
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11, General Portrayal of Respondents in Northern Cities

In this section we will describe the ''average'' respondent In our sarple by por-
traying the general levels of rusponses to questionnaire items, 1t is important
to keep in mind that the material {n this section s concerned only with the four
northern cities and ignores a few differences (reported In a later section) on
vhich Deep South City was found to differ from the other four cities, tile will
follow the order of items shown in Table 1:ln drawing this portrayal of the gene-
ral level of responses In the four northern cities. Unlecs otherwise indicated by
the response categories shown in Table 1, students who did not respond to a parti-
cular item have not been Included In calculating percentages used to make compari-
sons In this section or other parts of the report,

1, 3etween two~thirds and one~half of the students In each of the four cities
sald they thought the most Important reason some black citlzens had engaged in
violence had been to galn equal rights,

2, A sotid majority of students In the sample defined the term ''ghetto' as a lcu-
income, overcrowded, slum~type community,

3, A majority of students say they think thelr nelghbors feel safe all or most

of the time. As noted in a later section, however, the proportions of respondents
who gave thls answer in the two largest citles (Eastern Clty and Upper iidwestern

City) were only slightly greater than tte proportions who sald their neighbors did
not usually or seldom felt safe In their nelighborhoods,

I, The majority of students felt they could trust only 0-20% of whites,

5, Just under half the students in our sample said they do not know wmare ‘hanasinale
white person weli, (The percentagzs of respondents who gave this answer In the ’
four clties varled from 41% in Kansas City to 62% in Upper Midwestern City; this

is a relatively narrow range considering that the question was open-ended and the
latitude in answering avallable to a reczpondent was quite wide,)

4. ihe majortty of students in our sample said they liked ''Some' or 'A few'' cf
the white persons they had met; less than one-fifth In any one city said they
1ized ""Hardly any'' or !'None,'

7. A sizable majority of students sald it was not probable or was very unllkely
that “our country will be separated Into two nations, one hlack and onc white,"

G, !lo more than 21% of tne students in any one city sald It was deslrable or very
desirable that this type of separation should ccrur; however, this percentage
varied from 21% in Upper Hidwestern Clty to only 077 In Kansas Citv,

9, Jetween 3% and 5(% of the respondents in the four northern clties marked 'Yes,
It could happen' or ''Yes, very possible" in responding to the item, 'Do ycu think
it ts posslible you might ever find yourself participatling In a riot?' In ezch of
these cities at least a plurallity of the respondents who gave an affirmative an-
swer envisioned themselves as possibly being drawn into a riot "If | feel the
cause Is just' or ‘As a way of overcoming injustice and oppresston,*

10. In cach of the four citles a large majority = from 73 to 89% - of the respon-
@ 1ts said they had never been In trouble with the police.
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11. As might have been expected glven the depth of police-community preblems in
urban areas of the north, respondents tended to describe themselves as more unfa-
vorable than favorible toward the pollce, The percentages of respordents who de-
scribed themselves as unfavorable or very unfavorablc toward the police varied from
28% in Kansas City to 50% In Eastern City; only In Kansas Clty did a slightly
higher proportion of respondents select ''Favorable' or 'Wery Favorable' than se-
lected ''Unfavorsble' or 'Very Unfavorable,"

12, In explaining the basis for their attitudes toward the police, between one-
fourth and one=third of the respondents In each city said the police do not offer
protection when needed or have questlionable ethics and between one~-
fifth and one-fourth claimed that the police are prejudiced, disrespectful, or in-
equitable toward black pecple,

13, In each of the four citles, the reason most commonly given by respondents who
safd they were favorable toward the pollce was that some police officers are 'OK,"

14, A majority of the students In each of the four cities said that the problems
of getting a job In their city were 'Wery serious'' or ‘Haderately serious,'' hovie
ever, the percentages of students who gave this response ranged from 56% in Kansas
City to 72% In Upper Midwestern City and Lower Midwestern City,

15, In each clty the reason most commonly glven for job problems being serious
vas racial discrimination in hirlng; the reasons given by respondents who did not
perceive job problems as serious generally were that jobs could be obtained by
those who possessed education and technical skills or a strong deslre to work,

This pattern suggests that respondents who percelve jub problems as serious may

be responding on a different basls or using a different definltion than those who
do not, Respondents who percelve much raclal dlscrimination In hiring or are par-
ticularly concerned about such discrimination tend to belleve there are sericus
problems finding employment. Respondents who belleve that applicants can get at
least low=level work whatever thelr race tend to percelve job problems as being
less serious than the former group which seems more concern:d with the effects of
present or previous discrimination on black people's opportunities to obtain
middle~level or high-paid jobs,

16, In each of the four citles two “f the three most frequently-offered defini-
tions of “3lack Power' were classified under the headlngs 'Total equality and
freedom to do what whlites do" and '8lack unlty and pride,' except that Kansas (City
respondents did not offer this deflnltion among their top three, Instead, Kansas
City respondents defined 3lack Power as 'Just a word; nothing; confusion; for/
foolishness or ar "Power to control and influence the destiny of the black com-
munity' about as often as they deflned It in terms of equality and frecdom or unity
and pride, Lower Midwestern City students responded with the slocan "all powcr to
the people' (or some vartant of it) as often as they gave any other definition,

In both Eastern Clty and Upper Midwestern City, the mo<t frequent and second-most
frequent definitlons were '"3lack unity and pride' and 'Total equality ¢1d freedom
to do what whltes do,'' respectively,

I7. Less than one=fifth of our respondents disagreed with "the idea: of black pro-
ple who argue that non-violence ts the best way to achieve the goals of black pec-
ple." fThe percentages of respondents who 'Qicagreed" or 'Disagreed very ruch!

with such Ideas were 13% In Kansas City and 2(%, in each of the other three citices,
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18, In each of the four c..les the respons~ category most frequently selzcted in
response to the item, '"that do you think are the three most important il.ings
nceded to achieve the goals of black people (circle three)'" was "Education,” Theo
only other response categories which appeared among the three receiving as much as
10% of the clitations In any one clty were '""ihites must accept blacks as eruvals,t

Yletter understanding and communtcatlons,!' and “Develop personal pride.'' In each
of the four cities responses focusing on peaceful initlative on the part of indi-
vidual blacks (i,e,, "Develop personal pride'’; “"Education'; and "individual deter-

mination to succeed") were selected far more frequently than any other types of
responses, (The percentages of responses in these categories varled from 37 in
Upper Midwestern City to 52% In Lower Midwestern City,) In no clty did the respon::
categories 'Peaceful demonstration and protest,' "Retaliation against white racicn,"
and ''Geurilla warfare' together recelve more than 10% of all citations,

19, A majority of respongents In each of the four cities felt that the problems
between blacks and whites either probably would not or definitely would not 'be
solved in a peaceful and constructive way.' The percentages varied frca 50% in
Kansas City to approximi ely two-thirds in the ~ther three nitles,

20, In cach of the four clties a greater percentag® of respondents said it was
"Wery likely' or 'Likely' that schools in the norih vill be Integrated in the fu-
ture than said it was “Unlikely' or 'Jery unlikely,'' The prrcentages who said
they thought it was likely schools in the north would be Iitegrated varicd from
40% In Usper Midwestern Clty to 6L% in Lower Midwestern City. Amcng these groups,
the pe rcentages of respondents who thought that northern schools would be inte-
grated within the next four years and the next ten yecars, respectively vere at

least 327, and 73% in each of the four cltles,

21, A large majorlty of respondents in each of the four c’tles, varying from 597
in Upper Midwestern City to 30% In Kansas City, safd they felt their opportun~
ities for the future were '‘good" or 'Very good,"

22, 3y far the most commonly-cited problems glven In responding to the Item,
"that is the one bliggest problem holding black pecple back In your city?''were
classifled under the headlngs ''Racial dlscrimination and 'Lack of education or
skills,!" except that only 12% of the respondents in Lower Midwestern City clted
raclal discrimination as compared with a minimum of 21% in each of the other thrce
clties,

then respondents who cited reasons which could be considered unambiguously as ''de-
ficiencles'' among Individual black people {i,e,, ""Laziness or other bad habits";
YLack of educatlon or skillst; “Lack of ambition'; “Lack of ability'; and "Lack of
cenfidence In self'') were consldered together, the percentages of respondents who
gave this type of reason varied from 30% In Lower Midwestern City to 49% in Upper
fitdwestern City, In Kansas City, Eastern Clty, and Lower idicwestern City, these
percentages were approxlmately equal to the percentagss of respondents who offered
the two unambliguously soclety-based reasons 'Raclal dlscrinination" and '"Lack of
job opportunities,”

23, In each of th. four cltles, the reast most comaonly selected In responding
to the item, '"that would you say are the two most Jmportant ¢c.sons why sor2 of
your fellow students do poorly In school?'' was 'Lack of studying,'" (Only in Upper
tidwestern City, where 50°% of the respondents who answered tte question said
Q  reachers don't understand' and L8, sald '"Poor teachlng,' dic respondents cite a
]EIQJ!: school-related cause nearly as frequently as they attributed school failure to
28 f{=3=



ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

lack of scudy on the part of their fellow students,)

2L, In no city did more than 16% of the respondents rate housing facilities tor
black people In their city as ''Good" or ''Wery good,"

25, In no city d1d more than 30% of the respondents rate employment services for
black people In thelr clty as ''Good'! or 'Very good,"

25, In three of the four cltles, more respondents rated education for hlack peo~
ple in their city a3 ""MHediocre!' than selected any other response category; in
Upper Hidwestern City, more respondents selected ''Poor't than any other response
category,

27, In all four clties, more respondents rated transportation for black people
in their city as ''Good'" or 'Very good' than rated it '"Poor' or 'Wery poor,'" 1In
three of tre four cities this pattern also held for health services.

25, lo no city did as many as one-flfth of respondents rate police services for
black people in their city as 'Wery good'' or "Good," At least 55% in each of the
four cities rated potice services as 'Poor'' or 'Wery poor,"

25, In each of the four clties the percentage of respondents who rated recreetion
services and facilities for black people In their city as ''Poor' or 'ery poor"
was considerably higher than the percentage who rated recreation as 'Good' and
"ery good,"

30, In each of the four citles the percentage of respondents who rated welfarc
services for black people In their clty as “'‘Poor' or 'Very poor'' was considerahly
higher than the percentage who rated welfare as ''Good'" or ''Very good,"

31. In no clity did more than 21% of the respondents say they definitely would not
or probably would not live in an integrated nelighborhoed {f the situation arose;
however, the percentages of respondents who said they either definitely or prob-
ably would be willlng to live In an Integrated nelghborhood varied from 57% in
{ansas City to Lh% In Eastern City,

32, In each of the four citles the resporise most frequentiy selected In responce
to the item, ''How desfrable do you think It is to achleve integrated housing?' wes
"ot partlcularly deslrable,"

33, In each of the four cltles, between forty and fifty percent of our respondents
indicated that trey either were ''One of the best students in my class'' or "Above
the middte of my class,' |Inasmuch as.a majorlty of our sample consists of eleventn
and twelfth gradzrs in schools with relatively high dropout rates, this pattern

ray represent an accurate reading of our respordents! scliool performance relative
to all the fellow students who entered high school with them as well as a c>tmonly-
found tendency to stightly exaggerate one's standing compared with most othcr stu-
dents in a high school,

3L, The percentages of respondents who agreed with the ftem, ‘'fGood luck is rore
important than hard work for succoss' varted from 00% in Kansas City to 191 in
Upper liidwestern City,

The percentages of respondents who agreed with the item, ''People like rme don't
have much of a chance to be successful in life' varied from OWZ in Kansas City and
Lower Midwestern City to 154 In Upper Midwestern City,
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The percentaqes of respondents who answered '0ften' or 'Very Often' in response
to the item, My experlence has made me feel that life 1s not worth 1lving" varied
from 05% In Eastern City to 13% In Lower Midwestern City, In none of the four
citles did as many as L0% of the respondents select the response categories ''Some-
times,'t '"0ften,' or 'Very often,'

The percentages of students who answered *'Seldnm'' or 'Wery seldo.' in response to
the item!'! feel a sense of pride and accumplishment as a result of the kind of
person | am'' varled from 07% !n Upper Midwestern Clity to 14% In Lower Midwastern
City,

tt should be noted that while we do not have data which would enable us to deter-
mine whether thcse response patterns are ''high' or 'low' In compariscn with the
attitudes of wnite students or youth from other ethnic groups, it Is well estab-
lished that items such as those clted above deallng with fate control and self-
cancept are very sensitive In predlicting achievement levels and other attitudinal
correlates among youth from differing groups, The well-known study on Equality of
Educational Opportunity in the United States, for exampie,found that attltudes
tapped by these types of Items were more strongly related to achlevement than 31!
other types of ''varlables measured In the survey, Including all measures of family
background and all school variables , , ."! The survey also found tliat for minor-
ity but not majority white students, Items dealing with fate control were better
predictors of achlevement than were those dealing with self concept as a learner,
Two of the three Items which the study used to measure sense of fate control among
twelfth graders were the two we Included on '"Good fuck !s more Important than hard
work for success'' and '"People like me don't have much of a chance to be success-
ful in life,'" in thils regard, It should be speclally noted that regpondents in
Upper Midwestern Clty and Eastern Clty scored lower on these two [tems of fate con-
trol (1,e., more sense of powerlessress) than did respondents In Kansas City and
Lower Midwestern Clty,

35, The percentages of respondents who sald their opinions on the topics dealt
with In the questionnaires had changed '+ llttle'" or ‘'None at all'' in the past fou
years varied withln a relatlvely narrow range from 34% In Kansas City to 1% in
Eastern City and Upper Midwestern City, HOwever, the percentages of respoendents

who sald thelr opinions had changed 'Very much'' or 'Much!’ varled from 177 In Unper
Midwestern City to 32% in Lower Midwestern City,

Among respondents who sald their opintons had changed, the percentages who said
their opinlons had become more optimistic varled within a relatively narrcw range
from 56% in Kansas Clty to 63% In Lower Midwestern Clty., The comparable percen
tages who sald their op'nlons had become more pessimistic varfed wlithin a relalive-
ly narrow range from 22% In Kansas Clty to 13% in Eastern Clity, As can be inferred
from the patterns described above, thls means that the percentages of students vwho
responded to the ftems asking about opinfon change and sald thelr views had becom:
more optlmistic or more pessimistic were roughly simitar from clty to city, with

an average of h2% across the four cltles reporting thelr view had become more opti-
mistic, 12% reporting thelr views had Lecome more pessimistic, and 0N/ reporting
that 'Hone of these terms fit,"

‘Jares S, coleman, et, al,, Equality of Educatlonal Opportunity (Vashington, D.C,:
U, S, Government Printing Office, 1966), p. 319,
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36, In each of the four clties, the answers respondents most frequently gave to
explain why their opinlons had changed In the past few years were classified under
the headlng ''8ecause of more pride or awareness or knowledge of social issues,”
The percentages of resporidents who explalred why thelr opinions had changed and
gave reasons In this category varled frcm 36% in Kansas City to 50% In Upper Mid-
vestern City, However, it also should be noted that less than half the respon-
dents who responfed to the multlple-choice item on attitude change went on to re-
spond to the open-ended request for an explanation, which was the last item on the
questionnalire,

37. As described at greater length in another section of this report, the NAACP
and the 3lack Panthers were cited far more often than other groups or organiza-
tfons in response to the item, '"“Jhat groups do you feel are dolng the most to help
black people?'' Although a good deal of local variation appeared to be affecting
respcnse patterns from city to city, only in Upper Midwestern Clty (where the
Southern Christian Leadershlp Conference was clted more frequently than the MNAACP;
and in Eastern City (where the SCLL was clted 61% as often as the NAACP) were
third most frequently-clited organizations mentlcned at least 50% as oftrn as the
NAACP and the Black Panthers,

Having reviewed the general lavel of response among students in the four non-
southern cities Included In our sample, we are row in a position to summarize the
the attitudes of the ''typlcal' respondent,

The average respondent, as revealed in our data, fs distrustful of most whites ~nd
knows few or no white persons well, but he has positlve feelings about some ¢f the
whites he has met, He nelther believes that separation between the races will be-
come complete nor supports such a development,

He has never been in troutle with the police but he thinks It is possible he micht
some c¢ay find himself participating in a riot If Its roots appcar to lic In inju--
tice snd oppression, At the present time he is unfavorable toward the police, pri-
marily because he tends to see them as oppresslve and/or unresponsive to the n ods
of black people. He belicves employment problems are serlous in his clity, pa: ..y
because of racial discriminatlon, He Is favorably disposed toward the concept of
3lack Power, which he deflnes In terms of achleving equality, freedom, and racial
pride, Although he secs the use of violence among some black pcople as motivated
primarily by an Intentlon to gain equal rights, he rejects violence in favor f
acquiring educatlon and skills and developing better Inturracial relations, s
the same time, he Is apr -: .nslve about the tuture of relations between the races,
although he s optimlist.c about his own opportunities for the future,

H2 is not sure whether tte problem, of black people arc due more to Internal diffi-
culties In taking advantage of cpportunitier o; 'n . jsc.imination and other forcer
in the larger society, As regards nis loual r-iqtbcrhood, he rates services ard
facllities In housing, employment, education, . law enfor-2rent,
recreation, and welfare as poor or medlocre, ¢ .wever, he dces not fec. e lives

in a ¢hetto, which he defines as & lcw=-Income slum for the very poor, If he '~
In a Yarge, non-border clty, he flnds that many of hls neighbor< do not feel phy«!-
cally safe, and he s more Inciined to fcel fatallstlic and powerless about hisz i ¢
than s his counterpart In smaller, border cltles,

Althoush he would be willing to live in an integrated neifghborhood, he docs no( bz~
Jieve that integrated housing ls particularly Important, His views on topics
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investigated in our questionnaire elther have not changed very much {n the past
few years or have tended to become more optimistic as a result of a
helghtening racial and soclal awareness he percelves among black people, In
general, he belleves that the NAACP and the Black Panthers have been the most
outstanding organizations working for Improvement in the 1ives of black people,

though he may also recognize the contributions of other prominent organizations
if any are actlve in his community,

tn sum, we could have done no better in drawing this portrayal of the average
respondent In the non-southern cltles In ouyr sample than to have repeated the
description from an earlier Kansas Clty study wlth which we began thls report
{see pp, 1 =1 ). The fact that the orientations of the average respondent in
the four cities In 1970 were generally similar to the orjentations of Kansas City
students In 1968 underiines the retatlvely close agreement which seems to char-~
acterize the attitudes of black youth In many citles across the United States,

34
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{il, Support for Organizations

In order to determine which organizations and groups were viewed most favorably hy
students in our sample, respondents were asked to answer the ltem,'"that grouzs do
you feel are doing the most to help black people?"' To avoid influencing the ve-
sponses, the item was left opean-ended, with five 1ines provided to write in the
names of as many groups. Aithough this procedure probably resulted in more non-
responses than wculd have been the case If an Ttem with a list of groups to civcle
or check had been used, placing the item as the first substantive question on the
questionnaire minimized the problem by encouraging a high rate of response, The
percentage of respondents who wrote in the name of at least one group was a rela-
tively high 74%, Organizations and groips cited by the respondents are shoun in
table 2, 3ecsuse many respondents cited more than one organization, the total
nutber of citatlons shown in Table 2 is much more than the study N of 759,

The most striking finding shown in Table 2 is the degree to which citations were
limited to only three giroups, The NAAGP, with 319 citations, and the 7Tlack Pan-
thers, with 318 citations, were the only two groups cited by more than half the
students who responded to the Item, 3y way of contrast, the Southern Christian
leadership Conference was cited by 193 respondents (35%), and the next highest
category, which consisted of miscellaneous youth-oriented groups in each city, re-
ccived only 58 citations, Together, the NAACP, the 3lack Panthers, and the SCLC
rzceived 70 of all the citations,

Regional and local variations In group. cited as ‘'doing the nost to help black
people'' are very evident In the response patterns shown in “uble 2, For example,
the SCLC was cited significantly more ofteg in Deep South Clity and Upper iiduest-~
ern City than in the other three =itles (X =20,81; df =1; p ,00!) - a predict-
able finding in view of the fact that it Is basically 2 southern organization
which has beer =ctlve in few northern cities other than Upper Itidwestern City.
Similariy, the 3lack Panthers were clted most often in Upper Midwestern City,
where they have been very active and won a great deal of sympathy when sone of
their leaders vere slaughtered in a police raid, and least often In Keasas Ciuy,
where the loca] chapter has been so relatively unsuccessful that some of its
leaders organized a new group called the Sons of tialcotm, Another perhaps pr-'ici-
sbie variation was seen in the fact that support for the WAACP apparently i:. r
lated to southern focation, as mlght be expected in view of that organizatico’s
record of leadership in the clvil rights drive: the NAACP was cited sicgnifi

mere frequently in Deep South City than in the two cities In border states

(v¢ = 2,02; df = 1; p<.007), and significantly more frequently in the latter
citics than in Eastern City and Upper Midwestern City (X2 = 10,07; df = }; o<

Ctaer examples of locally-important conditions were apparent in Eastern City,
where 187 of the respondents clted an economlc-deve lopment project led by a |
minister, and In Kansas City, where fully one<third of the respondents citcd ¢
2lack Economic Unfon, which was given much lTucal Impetus by natlionally-known
well as locally~promlnent black athletes,

IThe patterns reported In this section were essentlally no different when an:
ware analyzed In terms of the first cholces offered In response to the item
ther than Including all the clitatlions of respondents who named mora than ono
@ osnization,
ERIC 3
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Another notable pattern in Table 2 Is that only 2% of the respondents cited chur:h
groups (excapting the SCLC and the 3lack Huslims) as 'doing the most tc help black
people’ and only 3% clted the Urban League, The latter organizatlon, howaver,

vas cited by 12% of the respondents In Upper Midwestern City, where the Leaque's
long-time director had been very well known and had gained a national reputation
for his work there,

It was interesting to find that 20% of the respondenis in Deep South City clted
the lack Huslims, but, as noted elsewhere, thls responsc possibly reflects &n
evagyerated conception of the Muslims! importance in the north rather than an ac-
sessment of their aztlvity in Deep South City itself,

Cnz other notable finding In (able 2 is that 147% of the respondents in Kansas City
cited government employment agencies as doing much to help black people, as cuiim
nared with Tess thain 1% of the respondents in the other four cities, ‘''c have nd
way of knowing, howaver, whether this difference Indicates that governineital em-
proyment-oriented agencles actually are more effectlve In Kansas City than the
cther citles or vwhether 't reflects differential success in public relations ef-
forts,

In addition to [dentifylng groups which are doing the most to help black people,
respordents also were asked to indicate, ''In what way are these groups doing most
to help black people?' Of ihe seven response categories provided (see Table 1,
five were chosen by L0 percent or more of the respondents in the total sample,
these five response categorier were as follows: !'bringing black people together'’;
‘helpling set up black business''; "helping to find jobs'; ''encouraging educaticn'
and "developling black pride,' Mo response category was chosen, however, by more
than 32 percent of the students in the overall sample or more than 6L percent of
the students in any on .choo), This pattern suggests that black youth tend to
be relatively consistent from city to city in thalr peccepticiis of the kinds of
actions which are being undertaken to help black people, In the opinion of our
respoad nts, these actions do not include ''telling the man off' and "influencinoe
the government''; only 11 percent and 4%, respectively chose these two citegories.

Since the NAACP and the 3lack Panthers were cited far more often than any oOther
group as '"doing the most to help black people,' we cerried out an additional
analysis to determine whether these two organfzations were perceived as mairg
differing sorts of contributions to the welfare of black peopie., To do this stu-
dents who clted only the NAACP or only the Black Panthers were compared wita (-~
spect to responscs to the item asking respondents to specify ''In what ways these
groups are doing most to help black people,'' These conparisons showed that re-
spondents who cited the Rlack Panthers were more likely to select the categir. s
titelling the man of f'* and 'developing black pride’ (15% and 56%, respective’)
then ware those who clted the MAACP (0°% and 3%}, Conversely, those wio citel
the HAACP more frequently selscted "he. Ing to fInd jobs" (514) than did thos-
tho cited the Panthers (2:7).

2r,hi squares with one degree of freedom and corresponding probasility levels for
Lose three sets of comparisons were as follows: 5,05, p ¢.025; W70, p :.07;

Y7, peo.305,
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ly, Differences Between Northern Cities

Sineca our sauple of four cities outslde the south included two very large cities
In the upper midwest and east, respectively, and two medium-sized border cities,
it is posslible for us to explore the Issue of whether differences exist in the
attitudes of black high school students in these twa contrasting types of city.
In the remainder of this section the former two cities will be referred to as nor-
therr cities and the latter two as border clties, Uhile a sampie of only two
schools In each of these categories Is too small to allow for definitive conclu-
stons, a pattern of consistent differences between the two (large) northern
citles on the one hand and the two (medium-slzed) border citles on the other
would suggest that condltlons assoclated with size and reglon may play a part in
shaping the attlcudes of black youth.

To explore these possibilities, comparisons were made between the combined re-
sponses of students in Kansas City and Lower Midwestern City and the combined re-
sponises of students in Eastern City and Upper Midwestern City, The procedure
followed was to study response patterns to Identlfy those on which large differ=
ences seemed to exist between Kansas City and Lower lidwestern City respondents
on the one hand and Eastern City and Upper Mldwestern Clty on the other, Particu~
lar atvention was glven to [tems on which the authors had some reason to belicve
that there might be differences in the attltudes of black students in large roi-
thern cities as compared with black high school students in medium-sized border
citles, Comparitons between the two groups on some of the [tems dealing with re-
spondents! assessment of local facllities and services In their home citles are
shown in Table 3, ’

TASLE 3

Comparisons Between Ratings of Local Services and Facilities
of Respondents in Kansas City and lower Hidwestern City and
Respondents In €astern City and Upper Midwestern City

Service and Response Proportion In Kansas Proporticn in €astern Chi Square &' d

Categories Selected City and Lower Hid- City and Upper #id- Level of
for Comparison western Clty western City Significance
Lousing very poor or % ¢

poor 105/239 Ly 1537249 61 13.92; <, 001
gmployment very poor

or poor 62/238 26 V14/251 ks 19,045 ¢ , 001
Educaution very poor or

poor &1/236 26 98/2L7 Lo 9,32; 4 ,0C5
ilealth very poor or

poor 50/23t 21 91/247 37 . 13.14; ¢ , 001
Transportatlon .ery

poor or poor L /254 19 92/253 36 16,81; - ,06i
Police very poor or

poor 129/232 56 1627246 66 4,83; 1,05
Recreation very pour

or poor , 107/231 L6 1367244 56 3,87; ¢ .05
tlelfare very poor or

panr 9n/237 4t /225 g 2,02y ,.°
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The data in Table 3 show that on seven of the eight comparisons, the proportions
of Upper Midwestern City and Eastern Lity respondents who say that services aad
facilitles for black people In thelr clity are 'poor' or ''very poor' Is greater at
a statistically significant level of .05 or better than are the comparable pro=-
portions for respondents from Kansas Clity and Lower Midwestern City; on the

eighth com?arlson (welfare), responses of the fwO groups are not significantly
different,’ 7Thus It Is clear that respondents in the two la-ge northern cities
are less posltive al sut the quality of ImpOrtant pubilc and soclal services avail-
able to black pecple Ip their neighborhoods than are respondents In the two
smaller border citles.

fn additlon, it was also found that the percentage of respondents in Kansas Clty
and Lower Midwestern Clty who sald thelr neighbors feel safe "Almost all the
time'' or 'Most of the time' was significantly larger at tne .001! level than the
c0mparab|e percentage of respondents In Eastern Clty and Upper Micwestern City
(x2 = 15,16; 4f - i),

Similar findings emerged with respect to items on the questlonralre that dealt

in one way or another with perceptions of npportunity for oneself or for biack

peopie In general, For example, in respcnse to the question, 'Do you feel vour
opportunitles for the future are good?', only 67 percent of the respondents in

the twa large northern cities as compared with 79 percent In the two smaller

‘In rearly all cases these differences held for both males and females when sepo-
rate comparisons were made with the subsamples divided by sex,
2

The conclusion that students In the two larger northern clitles tend to be more
negative about local services than respondents In the two medium-sized border
cities Is supported further by responses to the item, "How would you describe
your attitudes toward the police?'' I(n response, 75% of the former group, as
compared with only 48% of the latter, described themselves as 'Very unfavorablc’
or "WUnfavorable" {X? = 24,03; df = I; p <,005), In explalining thelr answers,
furthermore, 25% of the Castern Clty and Upper Mldwestern City volunteered an~
svers which categorized the police as 'bullles,! *prejudiced,' or 'pigs,'" as con-
pared with only QS% of the latter, described themselves as 'Very unfavorable' o-
"infavorable' (X = 24,03; df = 1; p¢.005). {n explaining thelr answers, fur-
thermore, 25% of the Eastern Clty and Upper Midwestern City volunteered answers
which categorized the police as 'bullies," ”prejudiced " oor 'pigs," as compared
with 15% In Kansas City and Lower Hldwestern City (x2 = 7,60; df = 1; p<.01),

/e have not chosen to emphasize thls difference In attltudes toward the police,
however, primarily because both Eastern City and Upper Midwestern Clty are na-
ttonally known for the bltterness »f the relations between the pollice and many
groups fn the black community, In both cltles, government officlals have openiv
supported repressive measures agalnst blacks, police have heen murdered without
provocation while on Juty In the ghetto, and blacks have been killed In very
questlonable circumstences as regards the proper and measured use of pollice power,
3oth clties also are nationally known for the strength and interreclne varfarc o°
their tecenage snd young=-adult gangs, For these reasons, differences In att:. uvre
toward the police between our two northern cities on the one hand and our ivo
border cities on the other, may not reflect reglonal or size differences tut ra-
ther may be due to the speclal clrcumstanz2s which exist in our two rorthe-n
cities,

-3



horder cigles chose the categorles '‘very good" or ''good'! (X2 e 8,12; df = 1;

p< ,005), In responding to the Item, '"What do you think Is the most Important
reason why scme black citlzens have engaged In violence?", Upper Midwestern City
and Eastern City respondents more frequently attributed such violence to the re-
sponse category ''tack of opportunlty' In preference to the cateyories attributing
it to '"looting,' 'revenge," gr "'stupldity" than dld respondents In Kansas City

and Lower Midwestern City (X° = 11,425 df = 1; p ,001), When the category ''out

of stupldlty” was removed fr>m consideration, respondents in the two smaller citles
more frequently attributed ''violence engaged in by some black clitizens'' to_motives
of ''revenge'' or ‘'loctling' than did respondents in the two larger clties (X% = 13,17
df = I; p< 001},

Another set of varlables on which students ¥n the two large northern cities dif-
fered from students In the two smalter border cities Involved three Items which
vere concerned with separatfsm, In response to the questicn, ''fo you think our
nation will b2 separated Into two natlons, one black and ore white?:, 31% of the
former group sald such a development was 'Almost _certaln," 'Certaln,!' or '"Prpbable,
as compared with only 18% of the latter group (X% = 11,51; df = 1; p ¢<.001).”" In
responding to the Item, '"Do you feel this would be desirable or undesirable,' fur-
thermore, 25% of the recpondents In the two larger cities vho were willing to take
a defInlte stand replied that separatlon was ‘Yery desirable' or ‘'Deslrabic,' as
contrasted with & corresponding flgure of 11% among responcents In the two smaller
cities (X° = 16.14; df = 1; o< .00]), in responding to the questlon, '"If the
situation arcse, would ycu be willing to llve in an Integrated neighborhood?', fi-
nally, respondents In Eastern City and Upper Midwestern Clty less frequently said
"Definitely' or “Probably* than dld respondents in Fansas City and Lower Midwestern
City (x2 = 7.97; df = 1; p< .005),% Thus respondents in the two Yarger northern
cities not only were relatively more Incilned to belleve that separation 'into

wwo nations’ would occur, but also were more favorable toward guch a deveiopment
and less willing to consider llving in Integrated communitles,

-Because males In our overall semple were signiflcantly more optimistic than the
females at the ,05 level, and because our Kansas City sample had a much higher
proportion of males than our Eastern City sample, we would not have accepted this
difference as slgntficant If it had not exceeded the ,0) level, As a double
check, comparisons clso were made with the samples subdivided first by sex and
then by grade level, The difference between the two -orthern clitles and the tw.
Lorder cltles persisted for each sex and for 12th graders, but not for tith grad-
ers,

)
'*for the same reasons as those described In footnote 3, we wouid not have accepied

this difference as significant If It had not reached the .01 level. The differ-
ence was found to hold for both sexes, even though sex correlated with responscs
on this item at the .01 level In the overall sample,

5

For reasons similar to those clite# In footnotes 2 and 3, we would not have ac-
cepted this difference as significant unless It had reached the ,01 levci,

5There was no apparent difference between the two groups, however, with res>ect to
the item "How desirable do you think It Is to achleve Integrated housing?'; ap-
proxlrately L0/ of the respondents in both groups felt that the achievement cof
Integrated housing Is 'not particularly deslrable,"
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Still anothey type of Item on which respondents In the two large northern clties
ditiered from respondents in the two border cltles were those designed to tap re-
spondents! sense of fate control, As we noted In the sectlon on ''"General Portray-
al of Respondents In Northern Citles,'' such items have been shown to be sensitive
and powerful predictors of achievement in school, In the present study, the per-
centages of respondents In the two types of cities who agreed with the two state-
ments used to tap sense of fate control Indicated that black youth In the two
Yarge northern clitfes tended to feel less sense of control over thelr futures than
did thelr counterparts In Kansas City and Lower Midwestern City, As shown In
Table 4, Kansas Clty and Lower Midwestern City respondents were less inclined to
glve fatallst}c responses than were respondents In Upper Midwestern City and
Eastern City,

TABLE Lk

Percentages of Respondents In Large Northern Cit'es and Smaller 3order Citfes Vtho
'"Agree Much' or '"Agree Very Huch' wlth Two Fate Control ltems

Cities
TRIMsAS Ittyy 1219 AT I RRY

Kensas Lower MW and Lower Eastern Uppe= MW and Upper MV
ltem City Clty My Clty City Clity ) Clty
Good luck Is more 08 09 08 11 19 16
important than hard
vork for success,
Feople like me don't 0L o4 o4 08 18 13
have much of a chance
to be successful In
Vife,
Combined percentage - - 7 - - 15

on both {tewns

“Percentages In this tahile are based on the numbers of respondents who elther
agreed or disagreed with the statements and do not Include respondents who marked
‘Mot sure,"

in su.., our data suggest that hlack youth In large northern cities tend to be more
negative cbout the quality of local services and facilitles for black peopls and
the safety of thelr nelghborhoods than are black youth fn smaller border cities
cuch as Kansas City and Lower Midwestern City, less positive about their opnor-
tunities for the future, more fatalistlc about thelr chances in life, more

) differences (in ierms of respondents agreeing relative to those disagre<i..g)

{ wween Kansas City and Lower Midwestern Clity respondents on the one hand and

Ur rer Midwestern City and Eastern Clity respondents on the otheir hand were sigulfi~
cant at the .001 Tevel on the "People ltke n2 , , ,'" item and on the Lwo items
combined and at the .10 Tevel on the ''Good luck ., , ," item,

4;)
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inclined to attribute violence engaged In by ‘'some black citizens' to lack of op-
portunity, and more supportive of separatism as well as more expectant that the
United States may be ''separated Into two nations, one black and one white."

Usper Midwestern City contrasted with Eastern Clty

The preceding section Identified several ways in which the attitudes of black youth
may be related to size and/or reglonal location among cities in the north., Slnce
Upper Midwestern City is a good deal larger than Eastern City, the tvo groups of
students would be expected to differ on these same attitudes (i,e,, those described
in the preceding section) in a directlon conconant wlth the differences in slze of
city, More specifi:ally, Upper Midwestern City respondents should be more nega-
tive than Eastern Clity respondents about local services and facliities, less posi-
tive and more fatalistic about thelr opportunities for the future, more fatalistic,
more Inclined to attribute violence engaged In by ''some black citizens' to lack of
opportunity, and more supportive of separatism as well as more expectant that seps -
ratism will occur,

To test these hypotheses, comparisons similar to those reported in the preceding
section were made between the responses ©F students In Upper Midwestern City and
students in Eastern Clity. Before describing these comparisons, [t should be em-
phasized that previous visual inspection had Indicated that Upper Midwestern City
and Eastern City ranked first and second (or thlrd and fourth, depending on the
paropective) among the four non-southern citles on all the items dealt with in
this part of the report,

As regards the quality of local services and facilities, the hypothesis was con-
firmed In that on four of the eight comparisons respondents in Upper Midvestern
City more frequently said local services or facilities were ''Poor'' or ''Very Poor'!
than did respondents in Eastern City (welfare, p ¢.005; employ~ent, p <.05; eduza-
tion, p (,05; police, p ¢.005); In nore of the remaining four cases were respca-
dents In Eastern City signlficantly more negative about the quality of local scrv-
ices than respondents In Upper Midwestern City.b

As regards safety in their neighborhoods, there was no significant difference in
the percentages of reipOndents who sald their neighbors feel safe “Almost all't or
‘Most' of the time (X© = ,43; df =1; p(.10).

As regards opportunities for the future, a smaller percentage of respondents in
Upper tidwestern City felt thelr opportunities for the fuﬁure were 'Wery good't or
1good't than was true among respondents in Eastern City (X = 7,22; df = 1; p<.,01),

As regards fatallsm, Upper Midweszern City respondents were more likely to see
*hemselves as exercising less control over thelr lives than were respondents In

8RespOndcnts in Upper Midwestern City were not perscnally less favorabie towaio
the pollce than were respondents in Eas:ern City, Rather, it could be said tr-t
soth groups were equally - and overwhelningly - unfavorable: 76% of the studen.s
“in Eastern City and 75% in Upper Hidwestern Clty sald their attitudes toward tl¢
police were etther “Unfavorable' or 'Very unfavorable,'
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Eastern Clty.9

As regaids attribution of 'wiolenca engaced in by soume black people' to "lack of
opportunlty," the predlction not only was not borne out, but it was found that
the perrentage in tastern City attributing vliolence to this cause was slightly
higher than the cowparable percentage in Upper Midwastern City. Thls difference
between the two cltles, however, was not significant at the .05 leve’ (X2 = ,70;
df =1; py .05).

As regards expectancy that 'our country will be separa%ed Into two nations, one
black and one white,'" the prediction was conflrmed: a smaller percentage of
Upper Midwestern City respondents than of Eastern Clity respondents sgld such
ceparation would "frobably not'' occur or would be 'Wery unllkely' (X° = 5,89;

df = 1; p<.025),10 As regards support for separatism, however, there was no
slgniflc?Tt difference between respondents In the two clties (X2 = 1,35; df = 1;
vy.05).

On balance, cur hypotheses that Upper Midwestern City students would differ frcm
Eastern City respondents on the varlables described 3bove were confirmed at least
partially on four of the six groups of comparlSOns.l Since these results are
compatible with the previous finding concerning differances between the two nor-
thern citles and the two border citfes, they lend additional support to the con-
clusion that black youth In segregated environments In larger non~southern cities
tend to be more negative a2bout local condlitions, less cstimistic and more fatalis-
tlc about thelr future, and more expectant that separation will occur than are
their counterparts In smaller non=southern citles,

Having ldentifled several dlfferences possibly associated with size of city, we
can speculate that the underlylng factor responslble for some of these differencs s
may well te siza.of the ghetto, Tha% iIs, It stands to reason that the low-income
black ghettoes In Upper Midwestern City and Eastern Clity probably are considerabi,
Yarger In size than their counterparts in Kansas ity and Lower Midwest City,
However, we do not have any data showlng that the respond:nts in our Eastern City

— —

9

The differences between Upper Midwestern City and Eastern City respondents wcre
signiflcant at the ,05 level on the ''Pecple Ilke me , . ." item at the ,01 level
on the two ltems comblned,

10, striking 42% of the respondents In Upper Midwestern Clity sald that separation
elther was '"Almost certaln,! '"Certain,' or "Prcbable,'" This finding suggests
that expectancy of separatism alrezdy may Le far advanced among black youth who
have little contact with whites In very large northern cltie-,

Although not signiflcant, the difference of seven percentage points was In the

predicted direction,
12these dlfferences with respect to Opportunltles for the future and the liteii~
hood of separation run counter tO what one would expect glven the differing
sexual composition of the Eastern and Upper Midwestern City samples, thus lend-
ing additlonal support to the conclusion that they are meaningfully associatec
with size of clty,

47
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and Upper Midwestern Clty samples actually do live in larger ghettoes than do cur
kansas City and Lower Midwestern Clty respondents; hence we cannot directly test
the hypothesis that slze of ghetto may be a mOre Important determinant of the at~
titudinal differences reported In this sectio. than size of city, 3ut since at-
titudes 1eqarding optimism and fatalism about the future, separatism, and rating
of lTucal services obviously are important to the future of urban development in
general and the future of race relations, and since black ghettoes in many U, S.
cities are constantly growing larger, thls hypothtesis should be explicitly inves-
tigated in further research,

Kansas City contrasted with Lower Midwestern Clty

Following the same reasoning as led us to hypothesize differences would exist bz~
tween Upper Midwestern Clty and Eastern Clty on the varlahles which discriminated
between Upper Midwestern City and Eastern City on the one hand and Kansas City and
Lower Midwestern City on the other, we also examined the dlfferences between
Kansas City and Lower Midwestern City on these varlableg Slnce Kansas City aad
Lower tlidwestern City differ only by 15 or 20% in sizz,” we hypothesized that re-
sponses Of students in our samples from these two cities would not dlffer at a
statistically significant level on these variables. However, there is reason to
belfeve that the black ghetto fn Lower tidwestern City s much larger than in
Kansas City; thus If responses are associzted more with sfze of ghetto per se¢
than with size of clty, we might expect to find differences between Kansas City
and Lower Midwestern City cimilar to those we found in the two preceding sections,

ln almost every case the hypotheses of no difference between Kansas City and Low-

Hidwestern City on these varlables were borne out, Yith regard to the eight
Iocal ne ighborhood services, Kansas City respondents were slgnificantly more posi-
tive at or beyond the .05 level only on health {XZ = 17,01; df = 1; p<.001), and
on flve of the elght comparisons there was almost no difference between the two
clties,

"ith regard to percept'!ons of nelghbors! safety, there was no difference in the
percentages of respondents who sa(d their nelghbors feel safe '"Almost all'' or
‘post' of the time (X2 = .02; df = Py .10),

‘Ith regard to opportunities for the future, the proportions of respondeats in
the two cities who saw thelr opportunit]es as 'Wery good" or “Good' were not sig-
nificantly different from each other (X¢ = ,310; df = 1; py .50),

tith regard to sense of fate control, however, Kansas City respondents were less
likel¥ to give a fatalistic response than were students in Lower Midwertern
City, '

2

"]y way Of conteast, Upper Midwestern City Is twice as large as Eastern City,
and Eastern City is four times as large as Kansas City,

t

"The differences between Kansas City and Lower lildwestern City (espondents were

signiflcant at the ,005 level on the '"People like me . , ' item and at the

.001 level on both items combined,
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YIth regard to both the 1lkellhood and deslrability of separation, the proportic s
of respondents who said, rcspectively, that separation was 'almost certain,"
Ucertain,' or 'probable," or sald it was 'Wery desirable' or "Desirable' ware noi
significantly different from one another (X2 = ,4bs df = 1; p ».50; x2 = 98;

df = 15 p).25),

Yith regard to attribution of violence to 'lack of opportunity,' the proportions
of respondents In the two citles who attrituted violence to this cause wcie near-
ly identical (x2 = t,63; df = 1; p).10),

Summary

Summarizing the data reported in this section, it was found that:

1. Respondents in Upper Hidwestern City and Eastern City were more negatlve obout
seven of eight local services and about safety In thelr nelghborhoods, less cpti~
mistic about their opportunities for the future, more fatalistic, more inclinad to
attribute ''violence engaged in by some black citizens'' to lack of opportunity, ar
more expectant of and supportive of separation than were respondents in Kansas
City and Lower Hidwestern City,

2, Respondents in Upper [lidwestern City were more negative about four of eight
local services, less optimistic about thelr opportunities for the future, more
fatalistic, and more expectant that the United States will be separated into two
naticns, 'one black and one white,' than were respondents in kastern Clty,

3. HMone of these differences were found between respondents fn Kansas City and
Lower flidwestern City, except that Kansas City students rated local healtn scrv-
lces more favorably and were less fatallstic than Lower Midwestern Clity students,

The patterns described above are generally supportive of the hypothesis that the
attitudes of black youth with regard to: 1} adequacy of local nelghborhoods;

2) personal opportunities for the future; 3) the probability that the races will

be separated Into "two nations''; and, to a lesser extent, &) the desirability of
separatism and 5) the attribution of ‘‘violence among some black people' to "lzc™

of opportunity' are assoclated wlth size of city, The findlngs with respect to
fatalism are supportive of the hypothesis that sense of powerlessness !s associated
more directly with size of the ghetto, However, it also must be kept in mind that
other things being equal, slize of ghetto will tend to be assoclated with size of
city. The ghetto in Upper {lidwestern City can be presumed to be ruch larger than
the ghetto In Eastern City, and both are much larger than the ghetto in Lower Hic-
western Clty, thus making it dl1fficult to conclude that size of city rather then
size of the ghetto Is the more Important varlable assoclated with the response pat-
terns reported In this section, On the other hand, the general lack of differenc:s
found between Kansas City and Lower Midwestern Clty on attitudes discussed in tliis
secction, despite the 1lkelihood that the ghetto in the former city is much smallc -
than that In the latter, does suggest that size of city Is a more Important vari-
able with respect to most of these attitudes,

It s also possible that differences discussed in thls sc tion are associated
primartly with region of the country rather than slzr o«f clty or slze of the
ghetto, though the differences found between Upper fndwestern City nd Co-tern
Q "~ dicate that slze is 3 wore [mportant varlfable, If subc jucnt rescarch
[E l(jo bear out the relationshlp between stze of city and/or size of the ghetto

P e
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and the attitudes described above, an observer might expect that barring signifi-
cart changes in societal dynamics, black youth in northern and western cities will
become more negative about thelr neighborhoods and opportunities and more expec=
tant and supportive of separation as black ghettoes in many of these cities grow
increasingly larger In the next decade and their inhabitants become still more
isolated alilidn netrvoupnlitan areas and/or citles which are growing in population,
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V. DIifferences Setvieen Deep South City and Other Cities

Since students in Deep South City tlve In a part of the country with a history
dlstinctive from that of the four northern and northern-oricnted border citics
our sample, It is reasonable to expect that thelr views on the social issues i
cluded in this survey will differ In Important respects from those of respondent.
in the remalnder of the sample. As already reported, Deep South City respondents
were even more dlstrustful of whites and had more negative feelings about whites
than were respondents In the other clties, Other attitudes on which dliferences
emerged are reported in this sectlon,

The approach taken in investigating possible differences was to inspect the data

visually in o Jder to identify items on hich response patterns In Deep South City
appearcd to be consistently different from those in three or four of the remain-

ing schools In the sample, Chi-square tests “hen were used to determine whether

these apparent differences were reliuble,

In several instances, Deep Scuth City students differed from students in ths other
zitics on Ttems vhich presumably tapped respondents! attitudes toward and/o- k-
ledge of conditions In residentially segregated medium-sized and large cities, par-
ticularly those in the north and west, For example, In responding to the item,
‘Do you think schools In the north will be Integrated?'',a large majority of Decp
cauth City respondents {159 of 199) sald they felt this was 'very likely' or
likely,'" B8y way of contrast, respondents in the other citles - all of whom at~
tend segregated schools located in segregated rcighborhoods In larcer cities fui=
ther north - gave a more reallstic response: a smaller majority (272 of 507)

said th;t schools In the north were likely to be Integrated (X2 = 40,30; df = |;

p (,00? M

Another Item which presumably tapped respondents! famillarity with black ghettoes
in medium- and large-sized cities was the open-ended question, ‘What does the ters
tghetto! mean to you?" in response, 26% of 204 respondents in Deep South City
wrote In answers siach as ‘'concentration camp,' !prison,' 'restricted area,' or
reservation,' as compared with a maximum of 7% and an average of 2% in the othar
four clties (x% = 113,45; df = \; p<,001), Conversely, a much -maller percent:ge
of Deep South City students (29 of 184) responded 'yes'' to the question, ''Do vou
feel you llve in a ghetto?" than was true In the other four cities Individuaily or
as a whole (233 of 490), Thus the conclusion follows that black students who do
not 1ive in big city ghettoes are more likely to view such neighborhoods as ‘'con-
centration camps'* than do black students who Vive there.

verhaps respondents tn Deep South City may be more prone to define a ghelto a5 2
'concentration camp'' because they depend mor? on the mass media for tieir U1 "qrs
of the term than do youth who gqrow up there,' Another possible reason is tho.

|3y vay of contrast, respondents in the four larger citles, most of whon pres: .-
ably lived In slzable segregated nelghborhoods, werc more Tikely to define “ohnt-
to' simply as an '"overcrowded slum,' "a black neighborhood,' or 'a part of tie
city where a mincrity group lives'' than were respondents in Decp South City. Th
respectlve percentages of respondents who gave one of these three answers in cor,
city were as follows: Kansas City: 90%; Eastern City: 93); Upper Midwestorn
City: 76%; Lower Midwestern City: 91%; Deep South City: 61%, Chi-square tes:i:
showed that these differences between leep South Clty and each of the othor <.tins
ver: cignificant at the ,025 level or beyond,
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black youth in small southern cities may be more prone to view their own commun~
ities negatively than do black youth Ia northern clties and may extrapolate this
perception to black communities :1sewhere,

Othet data avallable %o us, however, tend to contradlct the second explanation,
One of the items on the questionnaire asked respondents to rate the adequacy of
“the services or facillities for black people in your city' by checkling whether
services involving housing, employment, education, health, transportation, pollce.
recreation, and welfare are ‘very good,'' ‘'good,'t "mediocre,' "poor,' or ''very
poor,' Ratings for each service glven by respondents in Deep South City as com-
pared with respondents In the other four cities are shown in Table 4,

TABLE 4B
Comparisons Betw.een Ratings of tocal Services and Faclilities of
Respondents In Decep South Clity and Respondents In Kansas Clty,
€astern City, Upper Midwestern City, and Lower Midwestern Clty

Service & Response

Categories Selected Proportion in Deep Progertion In  Chi Square & level

for Comparison South Clty Other four Citles of Significance
Housing very good or good  4L/201% 60/487 9.42; p  ,005
Employment very good or

good 557198 1107488 2.96; p~ .05
Education very good or -

good 92/202 1417483 16.2L; p ( .00]
Health very co0od or good 101/195 181 /430 10.73; p (.005
Transportatlion very good

or good 87/194 1957472 563 p .05
rolice very good or good 61/197 717478 22,005 p¢ .001
flecreation very poor or

poor 138/195 2437475 20.86; p¢ .00i1
Welfare very good or good  63/197 92/L:66 15.71; p¢.00I

As shown In Table 4, Deep South Clty respondents are more posltlve about jocal fa-
cilities than respondents in the four larger northern citles on five of our eight
comparisons, are not significantly different on two compa-isons, and are more
negative on only one comparison {recreation), |In additior Deep South City vouth
were much more llkely to descrive themselves as ''favorable' or ''very favorabie’
toward the police than were respondents in the other four cities,”  Therefore we
conclude that Deep South Clty students' images of tilack ghettoes /In lerger citiv.~
are belng molded primarily ty the mass media and are not primarily extrapolatiun,
cf negative perceptions of thelr own community,

9

“One hundred of 145 Deep South Clty respondents who responded to this ftem de-
scribed themselves as favorable or very favorable, as compared with only 125 ¢«
333 respondents in the other citles.
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Further support for this interpretation also was provided by responses to the
ftern, "Do you think It is possible that you might ever find yourself participat-

ing in a riot?'" tin response, sVightly more than two-thirds of students in lMecp
South City as compared with 3% of respondents in the other four cities said this
was ‘'very possibie® or It f'could happen,'” Since It is probable that the image of

what a rlot Is like of students in Deep South City s infiucnced by their percep~
tions of highly publicized riots which have occurred in Targe northern cities, and
sincz thelr responses on this item were so different from the recponses of stu-
dents in larger cities, it Is not unwarranted to conclude that the affirmative re-
sponse of Deep South City students was due in part to faulty knowledge of what a
riot in a big city is really ltike.

Similarly, respondents {n Deep South City were far more likely than respondents in
other cities (X% = L5.13; df = 1; p ¢.001) to ~ite the Black Huslims as a group
which was '"dolng the most to help black people." This difference may also be
partly due, however, to other causes as well as lack of knowledge of what is real-
Iy happening in the big cities: the Muslims may be unusually active in Deep Soutl:
City, or there may be relatively few prominent black groups active there,

Still another item on vhich students in Deep South City differed from respondents
in other citles was, ‘“hat does '3lack Power' mean to you?" In responding to this
open-ended jtem, 29% of the students in Deep South ~ity but no more than 19% of
the respondents in any other city gave an answer which wss classified in the cate-
gory 'Total equality and freedom to do what whites do.““ Almost certainly, this
difference reflects a continuing struaqle to achleve elemental civil rights for
black people in the south as compared with a shift toward achleving improved liv-
iny conditions in northern cities where formal rights such as voting presumably
have been attalred, In this sense, outright +ac’al discrimination probebiy is a
more salient problem In the south than in the north, where racism tends to taho a
more institutionalized and less overt form, This difference, too, is reflected in
the data in this study: 35% of the respondents in Peep South City, as comparcd
with only 177 1n the remainder of the sample, specified 'racial_discrimination’ as
the '"biggest problem holding black people back in your clty' (x2 = 21,72; df = 1;
p .001). Similariy, L1% of those respondents In Ceep South City who said there
vere 'Very serlous' or 'Hoderately serious' problems getting a job in their hcme
town explained that the problem was caused by racial discrimination and/or the un-
availability of anything but menial opportunities for blacks, as compared with 23%
in the other four cities (¢ = 20,69; 4f = 1; p (.005), Conversely, only 73 of
the De2p South City respondents as compared to 17% in the remalnder of the sample
specified '"lack of unity' (a phenomenon more characteristic of larger communitics
facing rore subtle problems) as thg 'biggest problem'' they thought was holding
back black people in their city (X© = 10.02; df = 1; p (.005).

Parhaps because they were more inclined than students in other cities to attribute
the probiems of black people directly to overt racial discrimination, respondent-:

3%2 = 16,72; p 2,001, “oth male and female respondents in feep South City were
more likely to envision themselves as possibly participating in a riot than vre
males and females In the other cities,

L
The difference between the Deep South Lity sample and the other four cities was
significant at the .01 level (X2 v 7.47; df = 1),
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in Deep Scuth City more frequently selected the category ''to gain equal rights'' i
explaining why ''some hlacl citizens have engaged in violence'' than dld respondents
elsevhere (X¢ = L49,60; df = }; p .001), (However, thls difference also may re-
flect In part a less sophisticated knowledge of the mixed motives underlying
highly-publicized riots that occurred in northern clitles), Stmilarly, students in
fleep South City selected the category ‘“thites accepting blocks as equals'' more
frequently In responding to the question on what is needed ''to acbleve the goals
of black people’' than did respondents In the other four cities (X% = 8,19; df = 1;
p .005), In addition, the probability that problems stemming from overt raclal
discrimination in the south are more easy to initially alleviate (gliven the deslre
and resources) than are the more complex problems assoclated with Institutional-
Tzed racism In the urban north also may help account for the fact that a higher
percentage of respondents in Deep South Clty (12%) than in the other four cltles
(5%) sald they had becone more optimistic in the last few years because of ''recent
changes In the country't or because ''things are gradually getting better' (x% = 9,35:

df = 1; p €.N05),
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vl. Differences 3etween Upper Midwestern City and Other Citles

As 1n the case of Deep South City, there were several conslistent differences be-
tween respondents in Upper Midwestern Cltv and respondents in the other clities,
tle have already noted that on the averagu respondents In Upper Midwestern City
reported knowlng fewer whites well than did respondents elsewhere, thus Indicat-
Ing that thls city's reputaticn as the most segregated big city In the United
States may be deserved., ‘e also have noted several ways In which the responses
of Upper Midwestern Clty students differed from those of students in the other
three non-southern citles In a manner assoclated with the fact that Upper Midwest
City Is a larger city that has a larger black pupulation and a larger ghetto, Ra-
sponse patterns on which students In Upper Midwestern City were distinguishable
from students in the othar four citles are summarized In this section,

In accordance with differences reported In Chapter IV with respect to views on
separatism among respondents in the northern cltfes, respondents In Upper Mid-
western ity were more favorable toward separatism than were respondents in the
remaining samnle: 219 of the respondents in Upper Midwestern City as compared
with 13% in the remainder of the sample and no more than 16% in any other city
said that separatism eithey was ''very desirable’ or ndesirable,"l " In addition,
Upper Midwestern City respondents also were much more Inclined to believe that ic
was ''Certain,' "Almost certain,' or '"Probable!' that *our country will be separated
into two natlons, one black and one white'' than were respondents in the other

four citles (X2 = 15,20 df = 1; p ¢.001),

t/ith regard to local services and facllities, respondents {n Upper MlIdwestern

City were significantly more inclimed to rate educatlon (X% = 20,20; df = 13

p <.05), welfare (X2 = 4,70; df = 1; p <,05), and health services {X2 = 10,73;

df = 1; p €.005) in the ‘poor'! or 'very poor' categories than were respondents in
the other four cltles, The dlfference In ratings of educatlon services for black
people was partlcularly striking: Upper Midwestern City was the only city in
which more than half of the respondents who answered thls ltem rated local educa-
tion as "“Poor" or 'very poor," As has been argued In previous sections, these dif~
ferences In ratings of local services and perceptions of opportunities for the tu-
ture possibly are a result of the fact that Upper Midwest Clty Is larger than the
other citins sampled In this study,

\fith regard to opportunities for the future, a lower percentage (59%) of the re-
spondents In Upper Midwestern City felt the opportunities open to them were 'Vcry
good" o; 1'6ood'! than was true (75%) in the other citles (X2 = 11,27; df = I;

n< .00},

Summary

To summarize the sltuation In Upper Midwestern Clty as compared with the othc:
clities in our sample, respondents In Upper Midwestern Clty xnew fewer whltes well,
were more pessimistlc about thelr opportunities for the future, were more support-
ive of separatlsm and more expectant that It would occur, and were more iegative

. ’

Ithis difference between Upper Midwestern City and the remélnlng four citles was
significant at the ,025 level (X2 = 6.19; df = 1),
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about services In their nelghborhoods than were respondents in the other citi.s,”
Upper Midwestern Gity is a very large city which Is widely regarded as the most
segregated northern city in the United States =~ a reputaticn which is supported
by go.ernment census data, ({Our finding that on the average respondents in Upper
Midwestern City know fewer whites well than do students in our other subsamples
also is quite compatible with th.is reputation.,} Taken together our data sugyest
that black youth in Upper Midwestern Clty are more isclated from the mainstreain
of majority white society than are respondents in the remalnder of our sample,

it is not difficult to hypothesize that thelr views on separatism and their per-
ceptions of their own opportunitles for the future and the quality of scrvices in
their neighborhoods may be partly a function of thelr Isolation, as well os the
status of police-community relations, the objective quality fo services in their
neighborhoods, and other intirrelated forces. then It also is taken Into iccount
that black ghettoes in many clties apparently are becoming larger and more highly
segregated with each passing year, It would not be unwarranted to prophecy that
black youth in such cities may well become more separatist In philosophy and
negative concerning their opportunities and living conditions If segregation is
allowed to advance much further in the future,

o
“These differences regarding perceptions of opportunities for the future and e;.-
pectaotions regarding separatIsm run counter to what might have been expected
glven the sexual composition of the Upper Hidwestern sample compared to the

other samples, thus relfnforcing our conclusion that they probably are associate!
with size of city,
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Vil, Differences Between Kansas CL1ty and Otrer Citles

In the previous sectlons, we already have reported several ways In which the re-
sponses of students !n‘our ikansas Clity sample were diffarent from those of stu-
dents in other clties,' These differences were as follows:

1. Kansas City respondents on the average knew more whites well and Indicated
lover levels of dislike and distrust o whites than did respondents in the other
cities,

2, Karsas City respondents vere less likely to cite the 3lack Panthers (or local
affiliates) as an organization *doing the most to help black people' and more
Tikely t0 cite government employaent agencies than were respondents in the other
cities,

It also should be kept in mind that respondents in Kansas City and Lower Midwest-
ern City were more optimistic about their future, more positive about local neigh-
vorhood services, less expectant of and supportive of separatism, and less Inclined
to perceive civil disturbance as due to “lack of opportunity" than were respondents
in Eastern City and Upper Midwestern City = the two larger citles further to the
north,

Examiration of responses to additional jteras showed that other ways in which re-
sporise patterns in Kansas Clty dlffered from those in other cities were as fol-
1ows:

1. Students in Kansas City less frequently '"Disagreed'! or ‘Disagreed very much'
with "the ide2as of black peosle who argue' in favor of non-violence than did stu-
dents In e other cities (X¢ = L4,04; df = 1; p<.05).

2. Students in Kansas City were more inclined to think that white-black problems
ery Jefinitely,' "Oefinltely,' or "probably' will be "solved in a pcaceful and

constructive way thay were respondents in the other cities" (X2 = 12,75; df ~ 1,

p< .001),

These two findings were not unexpected inasmuch as we already have seen that atti-
tudes concerning non-violence and expectancies regarding the resolution of black-
white problems both are related to the trust ~ liking ~ contacts-with-whites syn-
drome, and that Kansas City respondents were more favorable toward whites and
knew more whites well than did respondents in the other cities.,
3. Kansas City respondents were less inclined to think that the problems of
getting a job In their city were 'Wery serious' than were respondents elsewhere
%2 = 16,80; df = 1; p<.001),

las defined here, this means that responses in Kansas City wer2 different (i.e.,
at one end of a continuum) from those In each of the other cities, even though
in some cases a difference betwen Kansas City and the next-ranked city on a par-
ticular variable may not have been statistically signiflicant at the ,05 level,



L, Kansas City respondents tended to cite organizatlons which they tald were
helping black people by 'thelping s%t up black business'' more freacuently than did
respondents in the other cities (X¢ = 3.31; df = 1; p <,10). Although this dif-
ference was not statistically significant at the .05 lavel, the trend agrees with
those on other items on which Kansas City respondents seemed to be more positive

about local economic conditions,

5., HKansas City respondents more frequently defined the term "3Tack Power' as
"just another word" (X2 = 12,51; df = 1; p <.001) and less trequently defined it
in terms of "black unity and pride" (X2 = 6,33; df = 1; p <.025) than did respon-
dents in the other four citles,

Considered together, these findings suggest that black youth in Kansas City may bu
more positive about Jocal social and economic conditions, particularly as regards
relations with whites and economic opportunities for black people, than are re-
spondents in the other four citles in our sample, They seem to be less alienated
in the sense that relatively fewer respondents in Kansas City than in the other
cities have turned to separatist philosophies or Slack Power rhetoric or have re-
jected non-violence as a means to soclal change, To this extent, many Kansas
Citians of both races may view the results of this study as being relatively en-
couraging as regards the situatlon in that city, particularly in comparison with
Upper Hidwestern City and Eastern City,

Several comments, however, also are In order as part of this discussion,

First, we did find evidence that on at least some of the key attitudes examinecd
in this study, the views of black youth in Kansas City appear to be moving in the
direction of attitudes found among respondents in the other cltles,

Secend, we found a good deal of evidence (see Chapter ¥1) suggesting that trust ir
whites and contact with whites as measured by aumber of whites known well play an
Irportant part in affecting certain obviously important attitudes such as views on
separation and views on the future of race relatfons, In this regard, it must bo
kept in mind that better than %67 of our Kansas City respondents say they do rot
know more than one white person well and nearly half say they trust 10% or less

of whites; the letter fiqure represents a sizable increase since 1958,

Third, and related to point two, we found evidence that many of these variables
may be associated with size of city and, inferentlally, with size of the black
ghetto. On this basis it might be predicted that other things being equal, blaci:
youth in Kansas City moy well become more aliermated from the larger metropolitan
society as the racially-segregated community in vihich so many of them live con-
tinues to grow larger during the next decade.

It will be Interesting to see whe-her the trends and patterns evident in oup
Kansas City data persist in the future. In general the major thrust for allevia-
tion of the plight of the inner clity poor - particularly the minority poor - in
Kansas City has been through traditional approaches to social charge and social
mobility, Major emphasis, for example, has been placed on job tralning for the
more highly motivated poor and on increasing economic opportunity for the black
middle class, with little or no meaningful effort on a city-wide or metropolitar-
wide basis to reduce the social or raclal Isolation of the poor or other major r.i-
nority groups, Simi.arly, major emphasls in Institutional developrert has beco on
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increasing the resources available to Inner city instltuticns, with little or nr
real citizen participation in decision-making processes In Institutions such as
the schools, Positions of responsibility and status in anti-poverty programs,
tiodel Cities programs, teacher aide programs, etc., generally have gone to low-
income citizens who already were active or visible in their neighborhoods, in the
hope that more alienated and socially-handicapped children and adults at the bot-
tc of the status pyramid would be encouraged to emulate the success of their more
middle-class oriented neighbors,

Traditional community development approaches of this type are characterized by
incremental institutional change as well as by poverty-patronage politics and a
trickle-down philosophy fn motivating the poor and/or the alienated, That this
epproach already Is a demnnsirated failure in many larger cities does not neces-
sarily mean that it inevitably will fail In Kansas City, Some may see in our

data evidence that this approach is working passably well in Kansas City and may
point to other data showing considerable economic progress among the poor and the
minorities, even in the face of two major construction strikes and a national re-
cession, Some may point to other aspects of our findings which indicate some
cause for pessimism concerning the future, and may point out that crime and delin-
quency and other indices of social disorganization - particularly among youth ard
young adults - have been increasing markedly in recent years® despite the economic
and social galns registered by some segments of the soclally and raclally isolataec
inner city population, Only the future, of course, will reveal which interpreta-
tion is more accurate and prophetic of the shape of things to come, Observers in
some Other citics may wish to pay close attention to developments in Kensas Cily
to determine whether traditional approaches to social change still have some utii-
ity, at Teast in medium~-sized citles of the west and north,

2 . .
Official data indicate that crime rates decreased In Kansas City in 1970 and

1971, but it would be foolish to conclude on the basis of these short~term cai:
that a long-range rise In crime and delinquency rates In the fnner city has heo.
permancntly stemmed or reversed,
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VIll, Differences Betvieen Kansas Clty Samples In 1968 and 1970

One of our principal objectlves In undertaklng this study was to determine whether
Kansas City respondents in 1970 would differ in thelr attitudes from respondents

in our previous study in 1998 and thus to obtain an indicatton of whether the at=
titudes of black youth in the city might have undergone measurable changes between
1968 and 1970, To explore this 1ssue, response patterns among the two samples on
items which were identical or similar on both questionnalres were carefully studied
and statistlcal tests were made on [tems for which visual Inspecticn Indicated that
the two samples might Indeed dliffer, (Table 1 shows the distributicn of responses
for the two samples on all these Items,)} OUifferences which were examined and
tested for statlistical slgnificance are reported in thls section,

3ackqround vartables

nefore responses of the 1970 sample could be compared with responses of the 1968
sample, however, account had to be taken of differences In grade level, social
class background, and sex between the two samples. As shown In Table 5, the 1970
sample had smaller proportions of upper~level students and of females and a higher
proportion of Social Class 1-3 (mlddle class) students than d1d the 1968 sample.

To the extent that responses to items on the questlonnaire are assoclated with
these three background varlables, differences in response between the two samples
might be reflecting differences In thelr composition on these varlables rather than
vossible changes In attitudes over the two-year perlod between the two samples.

TA3LE 5

Composition of the 1968 and 1970 Kansas City Samples, by
Grade Level, Sex, and Soclal Class

trade Level Jos8 1970
% (N) % (")
9 22 (1) . -
10 32 (167) 37 (69)
1 24 (127) 36 (67)
2 23 (121) 28 {52)
Sex
Male 40 (211) 4y (89)
Female 60 (318) 53 (993}
i%i_a'_“__a_sz]
1-3 4 (72) 19 (an
L Lo (213) 43 169)
5 L6 (24h) 38 (60)

'n an earlier section we mentioned that very few correlations as high or hlgher
than ,20 were found between background varlables and responses to numerically-

[:I{j}:,a 1o compute soclial class were not avallable for 28 respondents In the 1370
B ple,
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scored attitudiral items either within or across schools, For the 1970 Karnsas City
cample, only two correlations were ,20 or higher, and none was higher than .21,

The two correlations were between yrade level and responses on the trust in whites
item (.20}, and between sex and responses on the ltem deallng with opportunities

for the future (,2i), Since In most cases the background variables were not corre-
lated with responses on the attitude items, and since the two correlations cited
zhove account for only four percent of the variance In the dependent (attitude)
variables, we conclude that grade level, sex, and soclal class (as measured in this
study) are only slightiy and inconsistently associated with attitudes held by re-
spondents in the 1970 Kansas City sample, Stated differently, lower=-grade students,
males, and low=status students responded to ltems In much the same way as did upper=
grade students, females, and high=status students, respectively, Since visual in-
spzction of the dai. on the 1968 sample also had revealed only a few, slight rela-
tionships between background variables and respondents! attlitudes, we may continue
to make comparisons between the two samples without worrying much about differences
in their composition by sex, soclal class, and grade level, Mevertheless, the two
correlations clited above will be taken Into account In the following discussion in
that differences between the 1968 and 1970 Kansas City samples on these items will
not be treated as rellable unless they reach the ,01 level,

It also should be noted that the 1968 sample consisted of students from two addi-
tional high schools besldes the one (Lincoln High School) from which the 1970 sam-
ple was drawn, Analysis of the 1968 data nad indicated that response patterns
varied littte from school to school, hence allowing us to combine respondents from
the three schools to constitute the 1968 sample, However, although there had beer
almost no varfation between schools on most {tems in 1968, there viere a small num-
ber of {tems on which responses at Lincoln did differ from responses at the ather
two schools; on these items we will use 1968 responses only from Lincoln High
School! in making 1968-70 comparisons.

Comparisons between 1968 and 1970 s~rples

One striking difference between the 1958 and 1970 samples was that respgondents in
19790 were more polarized in low~ and high-contact=with-whites groups than vire re-
spondents in 1958, On the one hand, 32% of the 1970 respondents as compared with
Oniy 19% of the 1968 respondents sald they did not know a single white persor wel’
(X% = 11,L8; df = |; p< ,005), On the other hand, L8% of tte 1970 respondents ar
compared with only 1% of the 1968 respondents said they knew flve or more white
persons well (X2 = 96.85; df = }; py ,001),

in response to the item on liking for whites, however, there was no difference be-
tween the two samples; in 1968 LOY, of the respondents, as compared with 33% in
1970, said they liked "almost all'' or ‘most'' of the whites whom they had met, anl
the number of students in each sample who responded "‘almost altl' or 'most'! yvas
about three times greater than the corEespondIng number who respoaded “hardly any'

or "aone™ (X¢ = ,11; df = 1; a3 ,10; X¢ = ,00; df = 1; py,10),

“tith rcgard 1o trust in whites, the percentage of respondents who trusted 51/ or
wore of whites dropped from 26% In 1968 to Y in 1970 (x2 = 7.,83; df = 1; p.0i);
carrespondingly, In 1963 37% ¢! our responients felt they could trus* 107 or foror

Q 5(;
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vhites, as compared with k6% In 1970 (x2 = 4,5k df =1; p(.OS).z

Uith regard to expectatfens concerning sepaeratism, the percentage of respondents
who felt It was elther 'Certain,'' "Almost certain,’ or *'Probable'' that the U, S,
would be ‘'separated into two nations' decreased from 27% In 1963 to 17% in 1970
(x2 = 19,0h; df = 1; p<,001),

The percentage who thought that such separatism would be either ‘'Tesirable't or 'Wery
deslrable" decreased, from 4% In 1968 to only 07% in 1970 (X2 = 6,76; df = 1;

p.< 01}, However, the percentage of respondents who thought ‘'separation into two
nations' was 'Very undesirable'' also decrcased from 31% to 25 % (X2 = 6,42; df = 1;
p ..025), and the percentage who said they were 'Unsure' increased from 25% to 35%
(x? = 4,5y df = 13 p- ,05), These data indicated that black youth in ransas City
way have become less polarized and more uncertain in their views on the cesirabil-
ity of separatism between 1968 and 1970,

vith regard to expectations that the problems hetween whites and blacks will be
peacefully solved, however, the proportion of respondents who said 'Probably not'
or "Definitely not'' increased from 41% in 1968 to 50% In 1970 (X2 = L, 12; df = 1;
P <.05).

"ith regard to wlllingness to live In an Integrated nelghborhood, the proporiion
of respondents who said either 'Lefinitely not'' or '"Probably not" decreased from
147 in 1968 to 09% in 1970, but this difference was not significant at the ,05 leuv:)
Similarly, the proportion of respondents who felt that it was '"Wery Undesirabl."

or "Sorewhat Undeslrable! to achieve integrated housing dropped from L0% to 227,

but agaln the difference was not statistlcally significant, In both samples, a
large majority of students said they were willing to live In integrated housing,

but only one-fourth to onc-third placed enough stress on this goal to consider it
"gesirable' or '"Very desirable,"

\/Ith regard to opportunities for the future, the proportion of respendents who =it
thelr opportunities were elther ''Good" or 'Wery good' increased from 72/ in 1968

to 30% in 1970 (x2 = 5.02; df = ¥; p ¢,025), In 1970, only three respondents fel-
their opportunities for the future were ''Poor" or 'Wery poor,'' liovevzr, it was
also found that male respondents in the 1670 sample tended to sec thalr_opportun=
1tics for the future as better than did female respondents (rpb = .21.)3 Since

?There is no necessary contradiction between our flindings that nurber of whites
known well is assocfated with trust in whltes and that trust In whites decreascd
between 1968 and 1970 even though there was not a consistent decrease in number
of wiftes known well, For cne thing, there are other considerations besides n.-a-
ber of whites known well that affect trust in whites; even so, the decline in
trust in whites noted in our data easily may be assocltated primarily with the ir-
crease In percentage of respondents who do not know a single white person well
which is evident In our more polarized 1970 sample,

3In the 1968 sarpic sex was not related to perception of opportunitics for tn: fi,-

ture,
O
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the 1970 -=ample contained six percent more male respondents thsn did the 1963 sam-
ple, it is possible that the difference in sex commositicn accounts for the dif~
fevence in responses between 1963 and 1970, Since we are nct treating a difference
as relieble in this type of situation unless the probabillty level of Its occur=
ring by chance is .0l or less, we therefore cannot conclude that views on oppor-
tunities toward che future became more optimistic between 1968 and 1970, 1In addi-
tion, it also should be kept in mind thet the proportions of respondents who

‘tieved their opportunities for the Tuture as being '"Poor' or 'ery Poor'' vere

very small in both samples 707% and 02%, respectively).

"'ith regard to the qualic¢y of locat facllities and sarvices, definite decreases
occurred between 1968 and 1970 in the per%cntages of respondents who rated enploy-
ment services as '"Wer, Peor or ''poor'' (X° = 3),71; df = 1; p<,001) and police
services as 'iery Foor!' {¥° = 4,62; df = 1; p ¢,005}, The decline in 'Very poor!
or "Poor'' ratings of employment scrvices and facllities was from 39% to 234, The
decline in '"Wery poor' ratlngs of police services was from 34% to 214,

letween 1968 and 1970 there was ajvery marked increase of 23 points in the sercen-
tage of students who pesponded a*firmatlvely to the question, '"0c you feel you
live in a ghetto?' (X~ = 17,35; df = i; n< ,001). ost of this increase was az~
counted for by a decline of 20 points In the percentane of respondents scored as
“Unsure or undecicded.)' "ecause it is possible that differcnces in the way re-
sponses were obtained and in the sequence in which items ware placed on the ques-
tionnaire may have been responsible for much of this discrepancy between the 135(8
and the 1970 data, it is difficult to be sure that the finding is rellable and
even nore difficult to interpret it, On the other hand, we also found that the
parcentage of students who said their neighbors ''Seldom' or 'Vary Seldom' felt
safe in their nelghborhood increased from 11% in 1968 to 19% in 1970 (X2 = £ a7;
df =2, p<.025), thus suggesting that changes In general perceptions toward chet-
to neighborhoods In Kansas (ity did occur between 1968 ard 1970, The general ques-
vion of whether perceptions and definitions of living in a ghetto are changing
among black youth in Kansas City and elsewhere may be an important cne to pursue
in future research,

Yith regard to the Item, '"that do you think is the most fmportont reason why some
black citizens have engaged in violence?', the percentage of students who thought
the motivation behind violence had been '"to gain equal rights' increased from 05/
in 1968 to 51% In 1970, and a corresponding drop occured in the percentage who at-
tributed violence to reverge motives? This finding suggests that Lincoln studer o
may have responded uniquely in 1968 because thelr schoul was the center of a civil
dlsturbance and thag the saliency of their unique erperience may have receded in
the next two years,” This possibility in turn suggests the hypothesis that as
black youngsters in an urban ghetto become further remcved In time and space from
a civil disturbance, they become less likely to see the disturbance as "illegiti-
mately'' motlvated by determination to attain equal rights, Althoush the responscs
from students in Deep South City also suggested the same hypothesis, ve have nc
adequate way to test It with our data and therefore recommend that it be trnsted
more explicitly in future research,

hThls itcm was changed from open-ended #+4 1568 to multiole-choice in 1970,

Sthis item was one of those on which Lincoln differed significantly from ti.» oibor
two schools in 1968; sccordingly, in this paragraph, we have compared the 120

data with the 1968 Lincola data,

1h 1968 Lincoln students were much less likely to see themselve: as ''ever particis

pating In a future riot' than were students in the other two schdol,
V-

6



“ith respect to attitudes related to fatalism and personal control over one's fu-
ture, decreases in tatalistic responses were registered on two of the three itoms
dealing with these types of attitudes, On the ltem, '"People lilke me don't hav:
much chance in 1ife,' the proportion of respondents vho answered '"Agree very much,
"Agree,'' or 'tot sure" relative to those who answered ""Disagrea'' or 'Disagree very
nuch" decreased from 257 in 1968 to 17% in 1970 (X% = 4,07; df = 1; p<.05)., Cn
the item, "tood luck Is more important than hard work for success,'' the proportion
who answered ''Agree’ or 'Agree very much'' relatlve to those who answered ''Disagree,’
”Disagree very much,' or "ot sure' decreased from 14% in 1968 to 08% in 1970

= 1,37; df = 1; p <.05), On the Item "My experlence makes me feel that life
is rot worth !lvlng,“ however, there was no significant change in the proportion
of respordents answering 'Never'' or 'Rarely'" relative to those answering ''once
in_a while," "Sometimes," "Seldom,' or ‘Wery Seidom'' between 1968 and 1970
(X2 = ,88; df = 1; p .05), On two of the three items, therefore, statistically
significant decreases at the .05 level occurred in the tenaency toO agree with
statements indicating that a respondent percelves himself as having little chance
to succend in life by working hard to Improve his future,

I: should be specially noted that while only a minority of either the 1566 or 1974
respondents actually agreed with any of the statements denoting fatalism cnd a
sense of powerlessness in one's perscnal life, previous rescarch has indicated
that items of this nature are quite discriminating in the sense that small dif-
ferences have becen shown tu be predictive of social diso-‘ganization, achievement
in school, and other social processes, That is, even twenty-five percert sgree-
ment with an item like '"People like me don't have much chance in life," is Indi-
cative of significant differences In their attituder and behaviors in social insti-
tutions such as the school, 3y the same token, a decrease of only five cr six
percentage points in the percentage of respondents witling to select fatalistic
responses to such ltems may be Indicative of real and important shifts in their
attitudes and outlook,

7o summarize differcnces found between ou: 1968 and 1970 Kansas City samples, we
can report that black youth surveyed in 1970 were: more polarized in high- and
low-contact-with-whites groups; more distrustful toward whites; l2ss expectant thc:
white and black communities In the United States would become fully separate and
more amplvalent about such separation; less expectant that problems between blacks
and whites will be resolved peacefully; less negative anout employment services
and police services avallable to black people in Kansas City; more inclined to

see themselves as llving In a ghetto and less disposi i to see their neighborhoods
as safe for their nelighbors; less likely to percelve civil disturbance in black
communities as motivaied by revenge and more likely to perceive it as part of a
struggle for equal rights; and iess likely to percelve themselves as fatalistical-
ly trapped In clircumstances which make Tt unrcasonable to work hard or strive for
succes. For reasons which have been descrihed In the text, we are confident that
these differences are rellable In the sense that they reflect real changes which
have been occurring 'n the attitudes and viewpoints of black yoath In Kansas Cit;

/e cannot be sure just what these differences may mean, though thcy obviousiy mov
he of consideral:ie impocrtance, The increases of 687 and 24% which occurres, re-
spectively, 11 the percentaye of respendents who sald they did not know a snnqlf
white person well and did not trust even 11% of whitcs probably will he view:! 2s
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ominous by most readers. The decreases which oc-urred In fatalism and in extrei~
ly negative percepticns toward employment and police services, on the other hand,
probably will be generally viewed as encouraging, [Cepending on one's Ideology,
the change. In support for separatism and tha increased tenlency to perceive
civil disterbance as motivated by a struggle for equal rights may be viewed as
deslrable or undesirable. Tae increases which occurred in expectations that black-
white problems will not be p2acefully resolved and In perceptions of living in an
unsafe gnetto may mean merely that black youti In Kansas City were more realistic
in these respects in 1970 than they were in 1968; then again, they may also pre-
flgure elither further alienation or increases in determlnatlon to work hard in the
future for peaceful social chance as well as for improvements in predominantly
black nelghborhoods,

Changes which occurred between 1968 and 1370 in the perceptions and attitudes of
black youth in our Kansas Clty samples also should be seen in the larger context
of overall attitude patterns and levels of response which did rot fundamentally
change &and of the similarities and differences discovered among the citles in~
cluded in this study, Ffor example, even though trust in whites decreased betweer
1966 and 1970, on the average Kansas City respondents still were somewhat less
distrusting of whites In 1970 than wére resoondents In the other four cities,

3ut it also should be kept In mind that several of the changes In attitudes de-
scribed in this section moved In the directlon of closer agreement with response
levels reported in the other three northern cities. To the degree that the atti-
1tudes of youth are influenced Ly national developments and national media, the
attitudes of hlack youth In Kansas City might be expected to become less dis~
creoant from those of black youth In other cltles in the future,

To the extent, hcwever, that attitudes are formulated primarily out of experience
In local situatlons, the attltudes of black youth 1n Kansas City may or mey not
change and the trends we have noted in this section may or may not continue, de-
pending on how the social environment in Kansas City develops in the rext few
years, For example, If the ghetto continues to grow larger and black vourn be-
come still more socially Isolated, other things beling equal black students in
Kansas City can be expected to become more supportlve of sepa-atism, !f poiic:-
community relations Improve, on the other hand, thls might contritute at leas*
slightly to a lessening of separatism tendenclies, Further rasearch conducted a
vear or two from now should reveal fairly clecarly whether and in what ways black
vouth in Kansas City may be moving steadily closer toward the attituces of cheir
counterparts In larger citles llke Eastern Clty and Upper Hidwestern City,
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IX, Attlitudes Toward \/hites and Number of ithites known ‘Jell

As in our pravious study of black students 1n Kansas City, Missouri, we were in-
terested in determining whether respondents who reported they knew many whites
well had more favorable attitudes toward whites than respcndents with little or
no such contact, The previnus study had concluded that

« « o although a large proportion of black students in Kansas
City has had few meaningful contacts with whilte persons and
generally is hlghly distrustful of whites, among those who
have t:ad such contact a complex, clircular process has occurred
wherein underlying distrust and antipathy often have glven way
to a willingness to treat white persons on their individual
merits and a reduced reluctance to have further contact with
whites, Aithough the majority of respondents In our sample of
black studerts do not know as many as eleven vhites well, most
have had sufficlent contact with whites to recocnize that
white people are not all allke and to have met at least some
whites with whom they have :stablished positlve personal re=
latinaships, Contact with wnites, trust in whites, and non=
hostiie attitudes toward whites are part of an interrelated
process which ptays an importar role in shaping the inter-
raclal orientations and relationships of black students
growlng up in a segregated neighborhood,

The approach used in studying Interracial attltudes and contact in the present
study as wel! as in the previous one was to examlne the cross-sectional relation-
ships between self-reported attitudes toward whites and number of whites known
well, The items used to acsess these variables were, 'Do you like the average
white person you have met?', "How many white peoplc would you say you know well?",
and “About what percentage of whites do you feel you can trust?®",

Examination of the relatiorships hetween these ltems quickly showed that respons.s
on each of the three gariables were related to responses on the other twd, That
is, liklng foir whites® as neasured by the ltem, '"Do vou like the average white
persori you have met'' is positively associated with trust in whites as measured by
the item, ''About what perceantage of whites dc you feel you can trust?!, for ex-
ample, among respondents who trust only 0-10% of whites, 60% say they like ‘'Few,"
‘"Hardly ary,'" or "None' of the whites whom they have met, whereas 597 of the ra-
spondents who said they trust 41% or more of whites reported liking "Almost 213"
or "Most" of the whites whom they have met, Similarly, liking for whitcs is posi-
tively associated with numher of whites known well (66% of the responcents i
know no whites well like "Few," 'Hardly ary,' or 'ilone" of the whites they lave
met, as crmpared with a corresponding flgure of only 327 among those vho know
five or more whites well), and trust in whites is positively assoclated with rum-
ber of whltes known well,
ipaniel U, Levlne, Norman S, Fiddmont, and Janet E, Mew, "interracial Attitudes
arnd fontact Among Black and thite Studants in a Metropolltan Area,' Kansas [ity,
tissouri: Center for the Study of Metropolltan Problems In £ducation, n.d,
{mimeo) p. 5.
2in this section and the following two sections on interrclationshigs cmong atti-
tudes, variables cited In a given analysis are italicized for the converience of
the reader, (;l
1
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To find a positive association between two variables such as number of persons in
another group known well and attitude toward members of that group does not neces-
sarily mean, of course, that it s kncwing members of the other group that gene-
rates favorable attitudes toward them; such a relationship may be explained equal-
ly well by the assumption that favorable attitudes toward the other group lead to
knowing more members of the other group, or the relationship may be cazused by

some third variable that affects both of those which are found to be correlated.
Similarly, It is not poscible to know for sure whether trust In whites leads to
greater 1lking for whites or whether llking tends to generate greater trust, or
both., Al that can be said for sure with non-longitudinai contingency data of
this type Is that two variables seem to (e either related or unrelated to one
ano*her, but the directlon and genesis of such relationships cannot be conclusive-
ly determined from the nature of the data,

However, it is possible to further examine the interrelationships among three or
more variables In order to speculate on the dynamics that appear to accourt most
reasonably for the reltationships observed, The basin strategy used in this part
of the present study was to learn more about the underlying relationships betweei
the variables in carrying out three-way tabulations and determining whether two
variables continued to be assoclated when acccunt thus was taken of the effect of
the third, Results of the three-way tabulations for the three items described
above are shown In Table 6,

Analysis ot Table 6 shows that:

1, Ffor each of the three groups classified by numher of whites known well  therc
is an association between liking for whites and trust In whites (6a). Among re-
spondents who say they know five or more whites well, for example, only 23% of
those who trust 0 to 10% of whites say they like "Almost all' or 'MMost'' of the
white people they have met, as compared wlth 70% of those who trust L0 or more
of whites,

2, For each of the threc groups of respondents classified by trust in vhit-s,
those who know § or more whites well are more likeiy to say they like whites than
are respondents vho say they know fewer whites well (6t), For example, among re-
spondents who trust 4l1% or more of whites, 4i% of those who know no whites well
say they like '""Almost all'' or ‘Most'' of the white people whom they have met, as
compared wlith 70% of those who know flve or mcre whites well,

3, ror two of thke three groups of respondents classified by llking for whites,
nurber of whites known well Is assoclated with trust In whites (6¢c), Among re-
cpondents who say they llke 'Few,' "Hardly any," or 'ilore'' of the whites whom thzy
have met, for example, 83% of those who do not know any whites well trust 10% or
less of the whites whom they have met, &s compared witn 67% of thcse who say they
know flve or more whites well, This relatlonshlp does not hold, however, in the
case of respendents who reported they 1lked "Some'' of the whites whom they have
NG,

I, Taken together, the results of tnese three tabulations suggest that two con-
trasting syndromes are at work among the respondents In our sample, On the one
harnd, there are respendents who trust whites, know many whites well, and like the
whites they have met, On the other hand are respondents who know few whites wel?
uwnd do not trust whites or 1llke thosc they have met, In the forrer grouy the' 2
Q  are U5 respondents who say they Tike "Almost all'' or ios " of the whites th. have
[E l(: met, trust 43% or nore whites, and know 5 or more vhites woil, In the letter
P oo ' . 1X=2
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group are 131 respondents who say they do not know any whites well, trust 10% or
less of whites, and like 'Few,' '"Hardly any,' or ''None® uf the whites whom they
have met. Together, these two groups coastitute 30% of our entire sample,

Further evidence that the two .ontrasting syndromes are operating among the re-
spondents in our sample is provided by the finding that trust in whites and pum-
ber of whites krown well were related among respondents who like "Alwost all'f or
"HMost' whites or like 'Few,' '""Hardly any,'' or "Rone' of the whites they have met
but not among respondznts who llke "'Some!' whites, Respondents who say they like
""Some'' whites, In other words, appear to be a ''swing'' group in the sense that
those who trust or distrust whites do not necessarily know many cr few whites
well, and vice versa; as liking ¢r disliking for whites solidifies, however, so,
too, does the tendency to trust whites and get to know them well on the one hend
or to distrust whites and avold close personal relatlonships with them on the
other.

ft also should be noted that the number of respondents {131) exemplifying the cvn-
drome of dislik: for whites, distrust of whltes, and few whites known well is
nearly three times as large as the number (45) exemplifying the syndrome i trust
in whites, 1iking for whites, and many whites known well, This finding ratses

the important issue of whether the former grvoup is so large primarily becausz re-
spondents have had negative personal relationships with whites, or, alternately,
because they have had little opportunity for positive relationships with whites,
Although we have no explicit measure cf whether this aroup of respondents has
tended to have had negative contact with whites or has had limited relationships
with whites, our data do allow us to speculate that for the sample as 2 whole th:
Timited oppostunltles explanation 1s mcre plausible than is the negative contact
explanation,” OQur primary reason for reachlng this conclusfon Is that if the sy.-
drome of distrust-dislike - few whites known well is being generated primarily in
negative relationships with whites, we would not tuve expected so high a percen~
tage (52%) of the 281 respondents who sald they liked ''Few,'' '"Hardly any,' or
""Mone'' of the whites they had met to have said that they did not know even one
white person well, {n addition, 1t is more parsimonlous to conclude that in gen.=
ral the group of 131 respondents who dlstrust aad dislike whites and say they know
no whites well Is more likely to have had limited rather than negative contact
with whites while attending unquestionably segregated schools and, presumably,
living in segregated neighborhocds, Although It is Important to re-emphasize the
facts that contlngency data of the type reported In thls sectien do not unambiqu-
ously allow for causal interpretation and that longltudinal data would be requirc’
to justify more conclusive Interpretations than we hove offered here, nevertheler:
the patterns in our data do suggest that distrust of whites «nd dlislike of whites
among respondents in our overall sample are rooted more frequently tn lack of coa-
tact than In negatlve contact wlth whites,

s noted below, however, there is sone reason to believe that In two cltias
(castern City and Deep South City), negative relatlonships with whites may bc¢
a more prevaleat force in generatlng the syndrome than is true in the other
three clties,
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finter-city patterrs

In contrast to our previous study of Kansas City students in which It was found
that a majority of respondents tended to be more trustful than distrustful toward
whites, in the present study a clear majority of 66% of the respondents In our
total sample {Table 1) trust 10% or fewer whites, Examinatlon of the school-by-
school data showed that it was the deep south school fn which respondents were
overwheimingly distrustful of whites across-the-board (86% who responded trusted
107, or fewer whites), and that Kansas City students were significantly less likely
to say they trusBed 10% or fewer whites than did respondents in the othar three
northern cities, (0f the five cities, Kansas City was the only city in which
more than half the respondents trusted 11% or more of whites,)

As one would expect given the assoclatlion already reported between trust in whites
and liking for whites, students in Deep South City and students in the Kansas City
sampie also differed significantly on liking for whites from students in the re-
maining three large cities: 66% of the respondents in Deep South City reported
that they liked 'Few,' 'Hardly any,'" or ''Hone' of the whites they had met, as com-
paredswith LO% of respondents In the remaining three cities and 28% in Kansas
City. tn the case of number of whites_known well, however, the pattern was sonc-
vhat different; here the Kansas City sample, as expected, was highest on number
of whites known_well, but 1t was Upper Hidwestern City rather than the Deep South
City in which the lowast amount of contact was reported (Deep South City ranked
3rd out of 5 on this variable), City-by-city data on thls variable are shown in

Table 7.
TA3LE 7
Selected Data on Number of Vthites Known ‘%11 by City
Average HMum-

Percent 'tho Know No 't ites Percent 'ho Know Five ber of ‘hites
City or_One ‘hite teli or tiore “hites Well _ Knrwn 'fell:r
Kansas City Ly L9 3.0
Eastern City L hly 3.6
Deep South City 52 35 3.0
Lower Midwestern City 53 26 2,6
Upper Mluwestern City 62 23 2.3

*Y0 compute averages, scores In the 3-4 category were counted as 3,5, scores in
the 5-5 category were counted as 5,5, and scores In the 7 or more category were
counted as 8, All differences between adjacent schools except that between th.
Kansan City and the Eastern City samples were tigniflcant at the ,05 level or
beyond using Chi square to test the differerces In distributions across five

response categories,

Lrorty-five percent of the 159 Kansas City respondents as compared with 627 of
237 resoondents In the three larger cities gave this response (X2 =+ 10,62; df =1,
o ¢.005), The difference between the deep south sample and the three-city san-
ple was significant at the ,001 level (X2 = 32,60; &f = 1),

5The diffcrence between the de%p south sample and the three-clity sample was sig-
nificant at the ,001 tevet (X© = 32,64; df = 1), The difference between the
Q@ Kopsas Clty sample and the threc-city sample was signlflcant at the ,05 level

EMC(XZ = 7,02; df = 1). 6L
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If the interpretations outlined above concerning the relationships between humber
of whites known well and attltudes toward whites are correct, one would expect to
find that both number of whites knowin well and trust Iin whites play a part in de-
termining whether black youth in scgregated schools have positive feelings about
the whites they have met, That is, students must have contact with whites and also
must overcome a basiz dlstrust of whites before experiencing favorable “relings
toward whites, As a test of this interpretation we examined the school=hy=-schecol
patterns on all three varlables (Table 8).

TABLE 8

Patterns of Response by City on the Variables Contact with Whites,
Trust in Whites, and Liking for Whites

Percent ‘'ho

Average Number Trust 10% percent Who Like
of Whites or Fewer Almost all or Most
city Known_iell thites Vhites
Kansas Clity 3.8 L6 , 38
Eastern City 3.6 66 29
Deep South City 3.0 86 1
Lower Midwestern City 2.6 G€ 27
Upper tidwestern City 2.3 60 26

*See note in Table 7.

The data in Table 8 tend to support the conclusion that contact with whites (2s
indlcated by number of whites kncwn well) and trust in whites both must be present
to prodice liking for whites among black students in segregated environments, As
a aroup, respondents In Kansas City score relatively high on contact with uhites
and relatively lcw on distrust of whites (compared to the other schools), and the
percent of respondents who say they like 'Almost all' or '"Most'' whites Is hich:r

in Kensas City than in any of the other cities except Eastern City. fespondencs
in Eastern City have almost as much contact with whites as Kansas City respondonts,
but two-thirds of them still distrust 90% or more whites, and the percentage who
1ike "almost all” or "MIst' whites 1s not much higher than in the other two large
citles, Respondents in Dcep South City are overwhelmingly distrustful of whites,
and the parcentage favorable tovard whitzs is lowest of any school in the sample.®
The fact that Eastern City respondents score relatively high on contact with whites
but score second highest on distrust In whites and do not approach the Kansas City
sample on 1iking for whites suggests that contact with whites fregquently does noc
result in liking for whites unless preceded by the development of a sense ot trust,

5The difference between Kansas Clty and Eastern City on lit.'nj for whites was just
short of significance it the .05 level, (X2 = 3,40, df = !},

6'rhe difference between Ceep South City and Upper Midwestern City on liking for

whites wes slignificant at the .01 level (X2 = 16,30, df = 5),

O
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in Eastern Clity, ciearly, the relatively Hish level of contact with whites reporied
by respcrdents in our sample frequently ha. not overcome (or has helped produce)

a basically dlstrustful orientation towaird whizes, This flnding In turn suggests
that respondents in Eastern City may bc erperiencing more viegative contact <71
whites than are resncndents in the other tnree northern clities,

Given the nature of race re'ations ard the I'istory of overt racial suhji o ol
blacks In the south, It Is not di¢ficult to explain the pattern found aser Ca-
dents in Deep South City, Students In thts sample did report havlng a mod

amcunt of contact wiih whites, but much of thls contact apparently Is negative nd
in any case does little if anything to moderate their pervaslve distrust of yvhites,

Partlal correlations between number of whites known well, liklIng for whi‘es, and
Lrust in_whites also were computed and a<e shown In Tabie 9. The patterns shuwn
in Table 9 suggest that liklng for whites is a mediating variable betweer trust in
whites and number of whlites known well, For the sample as a whole, the zcro Tavder
correlation between trust i{n whites and number of whites known well s reducce oy
nearly half when account Is taken of Ilking or_whites, whiie the flrst-ordc e
relatlons between trust In white, and llkinq for whites and between vl&l' Pvr

ta\:n of the third variabie. Jhe low zero-Order correlation (,138) between trust

in whites and number of whites known well among respondents in Eastern City i< com-
pat:ble with our speculatlon that respondents In that city may be experiencing

more regative contact with whites than is the case In the other four cities, e
know of no particular reason that mlght explain why the zern-order correlation be-
tween pnumber of whites known well and liking for whites in Lower Midwestern City

is so low to begin wilh and dlsappears entlrely when account s taken of truct In
vhites, This fincing does suggest the conclu-ion, however, that for some T unknown
reason number of whiteg known well Ts not ¢s closely assoclated with liking for
whites in Lower Midwestaern Clty as In the other four schools in the sample,

TABLE 9

Zero-Ordev and Partial Correlations 3etween Trust In Whit~:s,
Number of Whiltes Known Well, and Liklng for Wnites, by $zhool

A r trust In whlies; B < Number of Whltes Xnown Vell; ¢ = Liking for

Whites

AB EC AC, A3.C AC.B 2C.A
Kansas City .34 49 b2 7 .31 i
Eastern Clty .18 47 42 .03 .39 .33
peep South City .29 s .25 .20 N Ji2
Upper M\! Clty .56 Ll 48 Lk 31 .24
iower MY Clty 31 A7 A6 .26 43 .03
Total Sample .32 42 Lk A7 .36 .33

To sum up, the patterns dellneated in this section suggest the following conclu-
slons concerning tendencles related to Interraclal attitudes and contacts among
~ur sample of black students from five citles,

[MC I1X-€
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1. Resnondents in Deep South City have a moderate amount of contact with whites
relative to other cities In our sample but much of this contact is negative and
further deepens an intially pervasive distrust of whites,

2, PRespondents in Upper Midwestein City aid Lower Midwestern City have little
contact with whites relative to the other cities and consequently have fey oppor-
tunities to develop either trust or positive feelings toward whites,

3. Respondents in .astern Clty have relatively high contact with whites but much
of this contact is negative ond therefore does relatively little to overcome feei~-
ings of distrust and disllke for whites, This inference Is further supported by
the cata In Table 10, which shows the proportions of respondents who trusted 107

or less of whites after respondents in cach sanple were sorted into two groups
composed of those who 4id and did nct <now more than two whites wli, As shown in
Table 10, Eastern City was the only city in which there was not a statistically
signlficant difference at or beyond the ,025 level in percentage of whites trusted
between the two groups classified by rumber of whites known well, A closer exami-
nation of the percentages shows that Eastern City was the only northern city in
vihich a majority of respondents who khew two or more whites well did not trust 11
or more of whites. At a minimup,this pattern indicates that Eastern City resnon=
dents who have appreclable contact with whites for some reason are not as likely to
trust whites as are respondents who have tinls much contact with whites in the oiher
northern cities,

TABLE 10

Percentages of Respondents Who Trust 10% or Less of Whites,
ty Number o7 unites Known ‘fel!

— — [

Kansas Eastern Deep South Upper Mid- Lowe. Mid-
ity City City west City west City
fespondents who know
U=2 wiites well 55 75 95 72 73
raspendents who know
2 or rore whites well 29 62 75 32 35
72 and p with 1.df  15.215¢ ,001 2,005 <.25 12,785< .001 9.06;¢. 005 (.39;< .025
ML
5 69
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X. Attitudes Rega-ding the Desirabillity of Separatlism
and Orientatlion Toward \thites

Like trust in whites, attltude regarding the desirability of separatism constl-
tutes anOther variable which reasonably might be expected to be relatad to atrti-
tudes of liking or distiking toward whites and to pumber Oi whites known well.
For example, it Is plausible (o predict that black youth who know few whites wetl
rmight be more inclined to support separatism than do those who know matiy whites,
and It seems reasonable to expect that black youth who say they dislike whites
will be more sugportive of separatism than will those who tend to like the whites
they have net,

Our previous study of Kansas City students in 1968 showed a slight tendency for
number of whlites known well, liking for whites, and declirability of separatism

to intaract in the sense that respondents who knew mary whites well tended t¢ say
they liked the whites they had met and those who liked the whites they had met
tended to be less supportive of separatism than those who disliked whites. 3e-
cause thls pattern indicated the possible operatlon of a two-step attitude-forma=~
tion process leading from contact with whites to liking for whites to views on
senaratism, we speculated that the stage belween ccntact with whites and liking for
whites might be one during which negative stereotypes about whites were being
overzome, resulting ultimately in a lessening of support for separatist philo~
sonhies, Hosever, the relatlonship between 1lking for whites and desirabllity of
separatisa with number of whites koown we!l controlled was neither stroag nor con-
sistent; for thls reoson we were not sure whethzr the same relatlonship would ap-
pear usirg the larger and more dlverse sample In the present study,

To explore this guestfior.,, three-way tabulatlons were carvried out‘ uslng responses
to the trree ltems, 'Do you feel this {separaticn into two natfons, one black and
one white) would be desfrable or undesirable?'; '""How many white feople would you
say you know well?', ard '"Da you like the average white person ycu have met?'
These tabulations Indicated that;

1. dumber of whites known well and likinq for whites remained highly and consis-
tently retated in a positive dlrection when respondents were classi€led In thiee

groups according to whetner they sald separation was ‘Wery desirable" or "Desir~

able," ¢1ld they were "Unsure,'' or szld separatlion was ''Undecsirable' or ‘'Very un-
desirable,”

2. Responses regarding the desirabllity of separatism were not related to re=
spenses roncerning pumbers of whites hnown well when account was tcken of 1iking
for whites,

1, Responses reciarding the desltrabllity of separatism were not related to re-
sponses (oi.cernlng 1{king for whltes when account was taken of number of whltes
Lpovn well,

In addition to these three-way tabulatlons, responses regarding the desirabllity
of separatism also were exam’ned for possible zero-order assoclatlons with each
of the other two variables copsldered separately.2 In each case, desirabiilty

]These tabulations are rot shown as a table in the text,

2These data are not shown as a table In the text,
Q X=1
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of separatism was slignificantly related to the other varlable, With regard to
nurber of whices known well. it was found that only eight percent of the respon-
dents who sald they knew seven Or nore whites well said they thought separation
was '"Wery desirable" or 'Destrable,' as compared with 19% of those who did not
know a single vhite well (x4 = 10, 30 df = 1; p<.035), With regard liking
for whites, it was found that cnly eight percent of the respondents who said they
liked ”AlmOSt all‘' or '"Most' of the whites they nad met felt that separaticn wss
"Wery desirable' or '"Desirable,' as compared with 18% of those who liked ''feuw,!
‘Hardly any,' or 'llone'' of the whites they had met (X2 = 7.34; dfF = |3 p ¢ .C1},

Consluering these two sets of findings together, our data suggast that both unfa-
vorable personal attitudes toward whites and lack of personal contact :'ith whites
may be necessary If these viriables are to result In support for separatism. That
is, since 1t was found thac likina for whites fs not a=sociated with attitude on
separatism when number of whites koown well Ts acccunted tor and that number cf
wh1tg§_gp9wgkﬂgl1 t< not associated with attltude on separatism when liking for
vhites Is accounted for, the best way to explaln the separate zero-nrder assucia-
tions found between attitudc regarding the desirability of separatlsm and the

ather two vacitables Is to assume that nelther lak'nq for whites nor number of
whites &rcwn vell generates reJeCLIOn of sepzvation in the abserce of the Other,
Conversely, of course, It also is assumed that nelther dislike for whites nor lack
of peisonal contact w&th whites 1s associated with support for separation In the

abserce of the other,

To further explore the pussible relationships between support for separatism and
the variabies measuring Interracial attltudes znd contact, partial and multiple
correlations were computed btetwcen these variables for s:udents [n Upper Midwes-
tern City, where vi:ual Inspection indicatad that the fcur variables were more
ighly associated than In the other clities. These data arz shown in Tahle 11,

TA3LE 11

Zerd-Crder, prarticl, and Multiple Corrclations Between Items Deallng with the
Desirabiifty of Scparatiem, Trust in Vhiltes, Llking for Yhites, and
Contact with \thites, for hespondasts in Uoper Midwestern City®

—— ——— ——

——————— - —

A = Do you feel this 1;eparation Into tw2 natlions, one vhite and ciie tlacE7 would
be desirable or undesirable?

3 = 00 you like the average whlte person you have met?

C = Abou! what percentages do you feel you con trust?

D = How many white people would you say ycu know well?

A3 AC AD 3D BD co AD.8 Lu.3 AC.3 AD,BC AL3CD

.35 .55 .33 46 b .56 .21 Lt b7 .00 .56

“A)though the N's varfed sllghtly from one calcuatlon 0 another, most of the
correlations are based on N's of B5 to 90,

3Ho.e compllcated explanatfons also might account for these relationships, For
example, It Is possible that a fourth variable related to the three considered
o hWere might be primarlly responsible for the relationshins described In this sec-
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As shown in Table 11, the multiple correlation between attitudes regarding desir~
ability of separatism and the other three variables in Upper Midwestern City was
.56, That Is, knowledge of responses regarding 1iking for whites, trust in whites,
and pumber_of whites known w21l In Upper Midwesterr City would h7ve enabled us to
predict 31% of the variancz 1n responses regardlng desirability of separatism. A
multiple correlatlon of this magnitude Is quite high considering the amouint of er-
ror and nolse Inevitably found in data of the kind we are working with in the
present study; it indicates that at lesst In some cities, support for s¢raratism
among black youth is fairly closely associated with interracial attitudes and ex-
perience,

Closer examination of the data in Table 11 indicates that the zero-order correla-
tlon of .33 between desirabllity of separatism and rumber of whites_known well

was redrr-ed to ,21 when account was taken of liking for whites and was further re-
duced to ,00 when account was taken of both llking for whites and trust in whites,
These findings suggest that both likina for whites and trust In whites are inter-
vening variables between deslrability of separatism aud number of whites known vel!
tiowever, ihe smallness of the reduction to ,47 in the zero-order correlatincn of

.55 between desirability of separe;ism and trust in whites when liking for whites
was accounted for suggests that trust in whites is more closely related to sepa-
ratism than is liking for whites,

Although these Jata apply only to Upper Midwestern City and, as berore, cannot re-
veal whkether support for separatism tends more to result from or %0 shupe inter-
racfal attltudes and experience, they do suqgest that interraclal contact and at-
titudes may play an important part in determining whether most black youth will
coniinue to reject separatism in the future,

As described earller, analysis of the differences in responses between students

In Kansas City and Lower Midwestern City on the one hand and tastern Clty and Up-
per liidwestern €'ty on the oti.cr shiwed that there was more support for separatism
in the latter two citles than in the former two, This finding suggests that sup-
port for separatism also may be asscclated with size of city and/or regional Joca-
tion, thus indicating that separatlsm is a complex phenomena which is affected by
local conditions other than those directly Involving interracial attitudes and
centacis,

72
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X1, Additional Relationships Amonq Attltudes

7o further explore the meaning of the responses to the attitude Items, Pearson
product moment cOrrelations were computed hetwean many sets of i{tems, in one set
cf comparisons, these coirrelations were between trust in whites, number of whites
known vell, and liking for whites on the one hand and four other attitude items
dealing with views on non-violence, attitudes toward the pollce, and attitudes re-
garding separatism on the othar, These correlations are shown in Table 12, Cor-
relations are shown for each of the five schools and for the sample as a whole,

Several general conclusions ubout the citles in the sample which stand out in
Table 12 are as follows:

1. 1In terms of irfluencing or befng Influenced by civil rights and race relat.ons
attitudes, orientation toward whites seems to be more sallent for students in

Upper Midwestern City than [n the other four citles, In eight of the twelve groups
of correlations, the correlations {or Upper Midwestern City are larger than for

any other city; In some cases, they are considerably larger, and in several caszes
they are the only statistically significant correlaticns found in the da:a,

2, Correlatloris in Deep South City tend to be near zero, In general, Table 12
suggests that knowledge of orientation toward whites among Deep Soutir City respon-
dants would not enable one 2o predict much abcut their views on civil rights and
race relatlons, 1in part, this is probably due to the restricted range of the dutu
on trust in whites (86% of the respordents trust 10% or fewer whites) and liking
for vhites (only 11% liked ‘Almost all'' or 'Most'' whites) among Deep South City
respondents,

3, Except for Uppar Midwestern City, responses regarding the desfrabillty of
separatism are about equally correlated (or uncorrelated) with trust in whites,
aumber of whites known well, and likinq for whites, Among respondents in tpper
Hidwestern City, the corrclation between rejecticn nf separatism and trust in
whites is .65, as compared with respective correlations of ,33 and .35 between
attitvde on scparatfsm and the remalning tuo orientation variables, Thls finding
suggests that trust In whites s a particularly critical fector in the attitudinal
development of students In Upper Midwestern City,

Expectations regarding race relations

For four of the five schools and for the sample as a whole, the correlations be-
twe 0 trust tn whitee and 1iking for wh tes cn thz one hand and responses to the
item asking whether '"problems between blacks and whites will be soived in a peace-
ful and constructive way'' on the other were considerably hlghcr than the correla-
tions between respunses tO the Item and number of whites known well, {Lcwer Mid-
western Clty was an exception in that there was no correlation botween trust fn
whites and r=5ponsec t> the item), This finding suggests that trust In whites and
liking for vh'tes may help generate optimism about the future of race relations
among black youth In segregated schools ¢r that pessimism about the future of race
relatione may generate distrust and dislike of whites, HNumber of whites known
well, however, apparently I not associated with optimism about the fu.ure of race
relat ons, except Indirectly as it may lead to an Increase or decrease In trust
and tiking for vhites, !

)
F T(:‘partlal correlatlion analysis shown In Table 13 also supported this conclu-

rorerosieio v I
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TABLE 12

Pearson Product Moment Correlations Between Selected Items
involving Orientation toward Vhites and Attitudes involv-
ing Civil Rights and Race Relations, by City

Do you think
our country
will be sepa-
rated into
two nations,

Orientation Toward
Whites {tems

one white?

Do you feel

this woula be
one black and desirable or
undesirable?

How do you feet
about the ideas
of black people
who argue that
non-violence

is the best way
to achieve the
goals of black
people?

Do you think the
problems hetween
blacks and whites
will be solved in
a peaceful and
constructive way?

About what percen~
tage of whites do
you feel you can trust?

Kansas City .03 .29 .08 .18
Eastern (City b .22 .13 .23
Deep South City A7 . 0C .02 .18
Unper MW City .19 .55 .13 R
Lower MW City .28 .08 -.15 . Ok
Total b .23 .06 .20
How many white pec-
ple would you say you
know well?
Kansas City .05 .20 .19 .10
Eastern City .07 .20 -,02 0
Deep South City .05 ~.06 .03 A2
Upper MW City .02 .33 .20 .28
Lower MW City -.1 .07 ~.05 .0b
Total .07 L .06 .13
Do you like the ave-
rage white person you have met?
Kansas City .04 .21 .19 .15
Eastern City LH .30 b .24
Deep South City -.01 .06 .16 .23
Upper MW City .08 .35 .20 A8
Lower MW City 13 .06 .19 6
Total o7 .18 A6 .23
O
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A multivle correlation computed separately for respondents in Upper Midwestern
City® also showed that the variarce in the variables trust In whites, lixing for
whites, and number of whites knowa well was assoclatec with 27% of the variance
in responses on expectations raqarding the future of race relations - a finding
which tends to support the conclusion that Interracial attitudes and experience
probably do play a part in affecting the attitudes rany black youth hold concern-
ing the future of race relations,

Expectations reqardlng separatism

For the sample as a whole, distrust of whites was slightly associated with expec-
tations that the ''country will be separated into two nations, one black and ore
white," but there was little or no correlation between liking for whites or number
of whites_knowti well on the one hand and respcnses to the expectations jtem on the
other, As shown In Table 13, the partial correiation of .12 between trust in
whlites and expectations regardlng separatism after account was taken of number of
whites known well was nearly as high as the zerc-order correlation of 1L, As in
the preceding discussion, these patterns suggest that trust In whites may helo
gznerate opt!imism about the future of race relations as measured by evpectations
that the U, S, will breck up into two separate natlons, 'one black and one white,"

Attitudes on non=violence

Agreement with the ''Ideas of black peuple who aryue thet non-violence s the best
way to zchleve the goals of black people' is more closely correlated with liking
for whites than with trust in whites or number of whi<es known vell, Although
none of the correlatiuns between attitudes recarding non-violence and liking tor
whites Is greater than ,20, the overall correlation of ,16 Is significant at the
7001 level, while the remainano two correlatlicns for the total sample arec not
statlstlcally significant at the ,05 level, |In additlon, partial-correlation

data In Table 13 show ttat the first-order partial correlations between liking for
whites and attitudes regardlng non-violtence with aczount taken o7 number of whites
known well (,11; ,16; ,10; .13; ,19; ,158) were not appreciably different from the
zero-order correla lons (Table 12) of ,19; ,IL; ,16; ,20; ,19; and ,16, respec-
tively, Thus we conclude that there is a very slight tendency for liking for
whites but not trust in whites or number of whites known well to be independencly
associated with views on whether 'non-violence is the bust way to achleve the
goals of blacx people,!

To further explore possible determinants of attitudes regarding the use of vio~
lence ''to achleve the goals of black people,' partial and multiple correlutions
for respondents In Lower Midwestern Clty were computed between responses on this
ftem and responses on the items involving the severity of Yocal job problems, the
likelthood that blazk-white problems would be peacefully resolved, ratin¢ of lo-
cal police services, and perceptions of perscnal opportunities for the f--ture,
Lower Midwestern City was chosen for thls anzlysis because visual inspection in-
dicated that attlitudes regarding non-violence wege more clesely related to other
attitudes In this city than in the other clties,

21his analysis 1s not shown as a table In the :text,

3zero-order cortelations between rejectlon of non-violence and the other attitude
varfables in Lower Hidwestern Clty were as fo'lows: severlty of job problems -
Q ,28; expectations regardiny peaceful resolution of race problems - ,40; adequacy
[]zJﬂ:of local police services = ,38; and personal opportunfties for the future - .31,
Phrir o e Xt-3
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The patterns of parttal correlations showed that these variables vere independent-
ly associated with attltudes regarding non=violence and, except for moderate cor-
relations of ,17 and .23 between perception of job problems on the cne hand and

rating gj;pollce services and exgectarions regarding,separatlsm on the other, were

OFAEOIICG servuc05, and personal opportunities for the future was .56, thus fndi-
cating that the variance in these thres vartables was associated with 31% of the
varlance in attjtudis reqarding ncon-violence in Lower Midwestern City, Similarly,
the variables ratinqg of police services, expectations reqarding the resolution of
racial problems, &nd personal opportunitles for the future predicted 42% of the
variance in attlitudes recgarding non-violence, These results indicate that ten-
dencies t0 reject non-violence among black youth are independently assoclated with
favorable perceptions regarding local employment and police services as well as
positive perceptions of one's opportunities for the future and expeciations for a
peaceful resolutlon of black-white problems,?

Opportunities for the future

Another attltude vhich was of particular Interest to us Involved respondents! view,
of their personal opportunities for the future, Visual Inspection of zero-order
correlation data indicated that recsponses to the item, '"Do you feel your opportun-
ities for the future are good?'" were assoclated with responses to the items deal-
ing with liking for whites, the quallty of !ccal employment services, and fatalism
as tapped by the statement, 'People ltike me don't have much of a chance to be suc-
cessful in life,'" Zero-order, partlal, and multiple correlations among thesc vari
ables are shown for each school and the sazncle as a whole In Table 14,

As shown in Table 14, the multiple correlation betweer personal opportunities for
the future and the other three variables is .35, Indlcating that 12% of the vari-
ance in responses on personal opportunities for the future is associated with vari-
aace In the other three varilables, The patterns of correlatizns shown in the

tanle indicate that, fatalism, living for whites, and quality of local erclovirent
services are not’ closely assoclatcn with one anctoer (e.g., the zero-order ccrreia-
tion between 11kina for whices and the fatallsm item is .12 in the totai sample;
the partlial correlation between fatallsm and the quality of local employment sorv-
ices with 1lking for wlites accoun'ed for Is ,09). In no case does holding one
variable constant greatly reduce the correlation between two other varlabios, ei~
ther for the sample as a whole or any of the individual schools, These results
Indicate that liking for whites, fatallsm, and evaluation of the gquallty of loca}
employment services for black people each make an lIndependent though small contri-
bution to black students' perceptions of their opporturities for the future,

hrhls analysis is not shown as a table in the text.
57ecause it 1s difficult to see how attitude regarding non-violence might have a
substantial effect on these other attltudes, we belleve that the primary direc-
tlon of caus2tion probably 1s that the four varlables play a part in determining
att’tudes toward non-violence, It Is not possible, however, to establish this
conclusively on the basis of correlation data,
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The relationshlp betwecen perceptions of opportunitles for the future on the one
kand and orientation toward whltes and fatallsm on the other hand also was under-
scorad by a multiple cozrelation analysls computed betucel. responses of Kansas City
students on the ltems dealing with personai opportunitics for the future, number o
whites known well, and fatalism, Fatalism was measured by the two jtems ''Good

luck is more lmportant than nard work for succes,' and 'Yeople Tike me don't have
much of a chance to be successful in tife,!" The multiple cor-elation” between per-
ceptions of opportunitles {or the future ard ihe othe - three ftems was 51, thus
indicating that number of whites known well and fatalism could be used to predtcf
26% of the varlance In purceptions of opportunities for the future among studcrts
in Kansas City,

Attitude toward the police

After visual Inspection indicated that attitude toward the police as measurcd by
the item, ''How would you describe your attitudes toward the police?' was rclated
to responses on the items dealing with Interracial attitudcs snd contact, zero-
order, partlal, and multiple corr~lations were computed 10 determirne what could
be inferred about the interrelationships between these attitudes,

As shown in Table 15, much of the varlance in responses *0 the item on attitude
toward the police is assnciated primar%ly with responses to the items dealing with
trust in whites and liklng for whites,

Closer examination of the data on Upper Midwestern City shows that the zero-order
correlation of ,32 hetween attltucde toward the police ard trust in whites was re
duced to 11 by accounting for liking for whites, Thls pattern suggests that 1ik-
ing for_wh] whltes Is a mediating variable bctween trust in whi.cs and attltude toward
the police Tn this city, Since Upper ¥' western Clty was the only city In which
there was a sizable zeru=order correlativn between number of whites known well and
attitude toward the police and since the correiation persisted even after account-
Ing for liking for whites, these patterns suggest that number of whites known vell
is more dlrectly related to attltude toward the police among respondents in Upper
Midwestern City than in the other four cities,

Willingness to llve in_Inteqrated neighborhoods and desirability of Irtegrated
housing

Visual inspectlon indicated that willingness to live in an integrated neighbor

hood was related more closely to responses on f{tems dealing with the deSIraO|l|£x
of separatism, attlitude tcward tne;police, and expectailons regarding the resolu-
tion of raclal pcgglgmg than to uther items on the questionnalire, Zero-orict, nar-
tial, ~nd multiple correlations were computed betwzen the four Items for respon-
dents in Lower lildwestern City, where the Interrelatlonships beiween them appearcd
to be greater than In any »f the other cities, The results are shown in Table 1,

6

This analysis is not shown as a table In the text,

Tiumber of whltes knowr: well also Is related toattitudes toward the PO‘ICL in
Upper lidwestern Clity, where 317 of the varlance in responses concerning the

\ notice can be explained In terrs of the other three Itens,
LS
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TASLE 15

Zero-Order, Partlial, and iultiple Correlations 3etweern ltems Deallng with
Trust in YWhites, Number of Vhites Known Well, Liking for \lhites,
and Attitude toward the Police, by City

A = tHow would you describe your attitudes toward the police?

B = Do you like the average white you have met?

C = How many white people would you say you know well?

D = About what percentage of whlte people do you feel you can trust?
Clty A% AC AD 3C BD cO  AD.3 CDB,3 AC,3 \D,3C A,3C0

Kansas City .3} .07 .34 k9 .42 34 24 17 ,l0 .27 W1
Eastern City .20 ,06 .,23 ,37 .42 ,18 .22 ,03 -,01 .22 .36
Deep South

City .26 13,16 k6 .25 ,2¢ ,10 .z0 .0l .10 .28
Upper ! City .50 .39 .32 k4 L8 .56 11 L4 ,22 .,0l .54
Lower '\ City 46 ,0h .26 17 L6 .31 .05 .27 ,0bL .06 A6
Total Sample .2k 11 .20 ,bk2 44 352 11 A7 .01 10 .26

TA3LE 16

Zero-Order, Partial, and tultiple Correlations ‘etween ltems Dealing
Uith Yillingness to Live In an Integrated Helghborhood, the Desir-
ability of Separatism, Attitude toward the Pollce, and Expectations
Regarding the Future of Race Relations, for Respondents in Lower Mid-
western City?

>
it

If the situation arose, would you be willing to live In an integrated
ne lghborhood? _ _
> = Do you feel thls /separation Into two nations, one white and cne black/
would be desirable or undesirable?

How would you describe your attitudes toward the police?

N = Do you think the problems betwecen blacks and whites wlll be solved in a
peaceful and constructlve way?

(o}
n

A ACAD 3C 3D CD  AD.3  CD.3  AC,3  AD,3C  A,XD
3% .29 .48 L2t 03,06 .51 .05 .22 .51 .53

2The correlations In thls table are based on N's which varied from 55 to 50,

As shown in Table 16, the correlatlon of ,29 between willlngness to iive in inte-
qrated nelghborhoods and attltude toward the police s reduced to ,22 whin=ac-
count is taken of deslrabillity of separatism. The correlaticn of ,L8 between
willingness to llve In integrated nejghborhoods and expectations regarding the
v§<01ution of racial problems Is not reduced when ac-ount Is taken of attltude
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regarding separatlism and attltude toward the police. These patterns indizate
that willingness to live in an Integrated nelghborhood 1s independently associated
with each of tha othev three varfables, The multiple correlatlion of ,63 irdicates
that 40% of the varlance In response un the ltem dealing with willingness to live
in an integrated nefghborhood among resnondents in Lower Midwestern City is as-
sociated with variance in the other three items,

A simliar analysis8 also was carrled out with regard to the [tem asking respon-
derts hcw desirable they thought 1t was to achleve integrated housing rather than
thelr personal willingness to 1ive In an integrated neighborhood, The correla~
tion patterns were slmitar to those reported In Table 16, except that perceptions
regarding tte desirability of Integrated hoising among Lower Midwestern City re-
spendents surprisingly correlated at only .15 with perceptions regarding the de-
sirabillty of separatism, Thus the patterns indlcated that perceptions regairding
the dcsirability of Integrated housing werc Independently assoclated with attitude
toward the police and expectations reqarding the resolutlon of raclal problens
anong respondents In Lower !'idwestern City, The multiple correlation of ,55 irdi-
cated that 30% of the varfance In responses regarding the deslrabillity of inte~
grated houslng could be accounted for in terms of responses on the other three
Items,

Rejection of non-vlolence and fatalism vs, blocked opportunity

jJecause & study carried out by Ranstrd9 after the 1965 civil disturbance in the
Watts area In Los Angeles had indicated that sense of powecrlessness was one of the
variables related to dlsposition to use violence, we also compared vlews regarding
non-violence of respondents who responded 'Agree very much'' or ''Agree'! to the
statement, "Feople 1lke me don't have much of a chance to be successful in life"
with the views of respondents who responded 'Dlsagree' or 'Disagree very much'!
with this item, This comparison showed that students who had a nigh sense of fa-
talism (i.e., powerlessness) as Indicated by agreement with the statement ''People
like me ., . ,'" were much more 1lkely to disagree with the ''ideas of black peopile
who argue that non-violence is the best way to achieve the goals of black people’
than were respondents with a low sense of fatallsm (X2 = 10.Lb; df = 1; p <,038);
thus the results supported the conclusion that fatalism Is assoclated with aciee-
ment with the use of violence to achleve the goals of black nwerlcans,

vased on Information collected from black youth In Detroit before and after the
1967 riot In that clty, Forward and Willliams have reported data challenging the
valldity of Ransford's finding of an assoclation between fatalism and support for
violencelO Forward and Willlams began tholr report by asserting that two fundu-
mental theories Fave been proposed to account for ''rlot participation" /support7'
the 'blocked=opportunlty'' theory and the '"alienation=-poweriessness" theory, The

8Thls analysis Is .ot shown as a table In the text

) »
“H, Edward Ransford, "lsolation, Powerlessness and Viclence: A Study ~f Attitudes
and Partlclpation In the tatte Riot,' Angrican Journal of Socioloay, Vvol. 73

(1968), 581-521,
10

L
John R, Forwar” and J7; &, YilYlams, "Internal-Externzl Control and 3lack Nili-
Journ. ' of 5';.a| tszles, v, 26, no, | (1970), 75-92,
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"blocked-opportunity' theory, as defined by F~rward and Villlams, predlcts that
persons most likely to be rict participants are those who have high asglrations
and believe in their abillty to achleve these goals and who also perceive that It
is external discrimination and not their own Inadequacy which prevents them from
effecting their yoals; the '"allenation-powarlessness'' theory predicts that vio-
lence supporters are persons who are isolated from soclety, feel their inferior
position in society Is due t? prejudice, =nd experience a strong, internal sensc
of subjective powerlessness, !

Although there is some overlap between these twg definitlons or theories, the Tor-
mulation does lend itself to empirical testing, “ ‘“ased on their respondents! as-
sessment of the Detroit rlots as ''Good,'' ''3ad,'' or '"Uncertaln,' Ferward and “il-
liams report that their results 'provide substantial support for the blocked-
opportunity theory of riot causation and little support for the alienation-
powerlessness theory'; respondents who assessed the riot as having been "'Good"

w. re uaamzooacusio less rather than more fatalistic about thelr ability to control
their lives and futures than were respondents who thought the riot »ad been
had,"13  In other words, it was respondents who felt their oppoci iities vere
blocked by external forces rather than those who felt a sense of powerlessness

who were violence prone as measured by endorsement of the riots,

In the present study, the competing theories were tested by classifying respon-
dents who agreed with the statement that ''People like re aon't have much_of 3
chance to be successful in Yife' as high on "allenation-powerlessness'' /fatalism/
and classifying respondents as high on sense of 'blocked opportunity' if they

sald their oppertunitles for the future were poor or If they responded to the
open-ended ftem, '"that Is the blggest problem holding biack people buck in your
city?'* by cliting "raclal discrimination'® or '‘lack of job opportunities'' rather
than ''laziness or other bad hahits' or '"ack of education, skills, ambition, abil-
ity, or confidenre In one's self,’' Violence-proneness /riot support/ was assesscd
with the item, 'How do you feel about the Idras of black people who argue that
non-violence is the best way to achleve the goals of black peOple?“]h The per-
centages of respondents who were high and low on “alienation-powerlessness'' and
'"ulocked=opportunity' and on both varlables combined and who rejected ('Cisagree”
or '"Di1sagre> very much') non~-violence are shown in Table 17.

"Mibid., 77-78.
lelthough both groups of Individuals by definition perceive external forces as
limittag thelr opportunities, the 'blucked-opportunity'’ group is high on sense
of personal power (internal control) and the '‘alienation powerlessness'' is low
on sense of Internal control and high on sense of powerles;cness (fatalistic),

Poo. clt., 89-84,

]”Ulolence-proneness LFIot suppor£7 also was Independently assessed with the iten,
Do you think It is possible that you might ever find yourself participating
in a riot?", but this definltion was dropped when It was found that respondents
high on "allenatfon-powerlessness! dld not differ from those who ware low and
respordents who were high on 'blocked opportunity' did not differ from those who

Q re low,
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TABLE 17

Percentages of Respondents In Aliznation-Powerlessness and
3locked-Opportunity Groups who Disagreed or Disagreed Very
Much with Non-Violence

Allenation= 8locked 3locked BkaQA
fowerlessness Opportunity | Opportunity 2 Opportunity 3

High (a} Low (b) High (¢) Low {(d) High (e} Low (f) High (g) Low (h;
%4 (N % (M) (M % (N) % (N  A___(N) % (N) % (M)

Lo (6h) 23 (R¥8) 29 (130) 22 (W27) 29 (107) 19 {175/ 33 (43) Hot Cor

puted

(a) Respondents who ''Agreed" or 'Agreed very much' with '"People like me don't

have muck of a chance to be successfui in life,”

(b) Recpondents who 'Disagreed' or 'Disagrced very much'' with 'People like me

don't have much of a chance to be successful in life,"

{c) Respondents who parcelved thelr opportunities for the future as 'Veiry poor,"

||Poor'll or IJ-(\.ea\-o(‘rL'H

(d) Respondents who percelved their opportunities for the futurz as 'Good' or

"Wery good,*!
(e) Responderts who cited ''ractal discrimination' and "lack of Job opportunities'
In Identifylng the biggest problem holding black people back.

(f) Respondents who cited lazlness or other bad habits or lack of education,
skills, ambition, ability, or confidence I cnets self ir Identifying the
biggest problem holdIng black people back,

g) Respondents in categories ¢ and e above.

h) Respondeits In categories d and f above,

As shown in Table 17, respondents who were high on 'alienation-powerlessness’
{(fatalistic) rcjected non~violence nearly twice as often as those who were low,
Respondents who were nlgh on 'blocked opportunlty' as necasured elther by percep-
tions of personal opportunltles for the future or by belief concerning problems
tolding back black people tejected non=ylvlence only 7 to 10 percent more fre=-
quently than did those who v:ore low on elther of those measures of blocked oppor-
tunity consldered separately, Horeover, when blocked cpportunity was defined as
relative pesstmism about one's mpportunities for the futere and by belief that
the problems of btack peozle are due to raclal discrimination <r lack of job cp=
portunitles, the percentage of respondents who were high on blocked opportunity
and who rejected non=violence increased t2 33% - a figure which stil] was slight-
ly lower than the 40% of respondecats who were high on *allenation~poweriessnass'
and whn rejected non-violence,

Although these rasults dlsagree with Forward and Ul11iams' concluslon that 'bidchked
opportunity' fs much more Important than 'allenation-powerlessness' fn rredi-ting
sipport for violence among black youth, they do support Forward and Williams' find=-
ing that perceptions of blocked opportunity are assoclated with support for vio-
lence. The recults alsu support Ransford's conclusion that fatalism is associated
[:I{j}:ﬂith ideological support for violence among black Americens. Thus our conclusion

s X1=10



is that feelings of blocked opportunity ard of alienation~poverlessness /fatalisn/
are both associated with dispositions among biack youth to reject 'the ideas of
black people who argue that ncn=violence is the be=st way to achieve the goals of
black peOple.”‘S In addition, it also should be noted that although there are
major differences between forward and Willlams! definitions of the variables and
the definitions we used, these differences in no way obvlate the legitimacy of

our conclusion that both the blocked opportunity theory and the alienation-
powerlessness theory have some support in the data reported In this section,

Surmary

A number of conclusions are suggested by the data reported In this chapter. In
some cases patterns ol interrelationships among attitudes were uncovered by ex-
amining data from a single city In which relationship among a given set of atti=
tudes seemed to be closer than in the other cities, While this type of analysis
can only point to generalized relationships which might be clear and rzlatively
universal across cities if it were possible to obtain more precise data, a strong
relationship found in evcn one city does support the conclusion that attitudes
among black youth on the matt~rs investigated In the present study do tend to be
inter-rclated, Given the difficulties of obtaining an accurate reading on issuc:
which involve a good deal of emotion and are difficult to measure for a variety
of reasons Incltling ambiguity among respondents, acquiescent response set, dis-
trust of questionnaires, complexity of interrelationships, problems inherant in
scale construction, and many other reasons, zero-order correlations of .3 or .,k
and multipte correlations of ,5 nr ,6 such as were several times reported in this
chapter actually are fairly high, The most important conclusions suagested by
these data were as follows:

1. Expectations concerning whether'preblems between blacks and whites will he
solved In a peaceful and constructive way' are related to trust in whites and
liking for whites but not directly to number of whitos known well,

2. Truz¢ In whites but not liking for whites or number of whites known vell is

dirzctly assocliated with expectations regarding separatism.

3. Tendencies to reject ''the ideas of hlack people who argue that non-viclence
Is the best wiy to achleve the goals of black people'' are associated with dis-
Jike for whites, perceptlons that job problems ore serlous, pessimism concerning
the reacefu! resolution of black=white problems, unfavorahle ratings of local
police services and pessiilsm concernlng personal opportunities for the future.
L. Pessimism concernlng personal opportunlties for the future is associated with
dislike for whites, sense of fatalism or powerlessness, few whites known well,
and negatllve evaluetlon of local employment services.

‘SFor cur total sample, blozked opportinity a. measured by percepticns of personal
opportunitles for the future was correlated at ,27 with fatalism as measut2d by
the item, '"People like me don't have much of a chance to Le successful in life,™
'thile this corretatlion is high enougn to Indicate *hat the twe items d2finitely
are assoclated, it ‘s not high enough to reject the conciusion that blacked op-
portunity and alienation-powerlessness are independently associated with an=

@ ceptance of non=violence,
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] Xg;&‘



5. MNegative attltudes toward the police are assoziated directly with distrust ot
and dislike for whites, In Upper Midwestern Clty, number of whites known well
also appears to be directly associated with attitude toward the police and dis-
like of whites appears to be a mediating variable between trust in whltes. and at-
titude toward the police. The latter velationship could mean, of course, elther
that negative attitude toward the police leads first to dislike and then distrust
for whites or that distrust of whites leads to dislike of whites and then nega-
tive feelings about the police, or both,

6, Willingness to live ir an Integrated nelghborhood, at least In Lower Midwest~-
ern City, is assoclated with expectations that separatism will not occur, unfavor-
able attitude toward the pollce, and expectations that bfack=white problems will
be peacefully resolved, Percepticns that Integrated houslng |s desirable are as-

soclated with ferorable attitudes toward the pollce and erpectatlons that black -
vihite provlems will be peacefully resolved,

El{fc 85
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Xtl, Comparison with Othar Research

Atthough very little research has been conducted focusing on the attitudes of
black youth of high~school age, a substantial amcunt of Information is available
regarding the atuvitudes of Negro adults, particularly in the last flve years since
civil dlsturbances in many citles has stimulated a growing interest in and recog-
nition of the Importance of thls topic, lie have raviewed a sizable number of
these studies In order to fdentify ways in which they may agree or disagiee with
the data described in this report, The results are reported In this chapter,

Attltudes toward police

One of the striking findings reported Tn several other studles as well as this cnc
Is the extensiveness of negatlve feelings toward the pollce among black Americans,
In the present study, for example, only 30% of our respondents described them~
selves as having favorable attltudes toward the police, This flgure was farily
comparable to the 27% of respondents who rated the police as "Excellent'' or !'Cooi"
with regard to four types of police practice In a 1964 study of black residents

of Mew Yorik City's Bedford-Stuyvesant Ares and the 38% of black respo?dents who
rated the pollice as 'Very good" or ''Good' in a 1967 study in Qetroit.

Definition of & ack Power

An interview study carried out in 1967 among 461 black adults in Detroit Included
the question, 'lthat do the words 'black power' mean to you?'? Many of the cate-
gories into whict answers were clessified dlffered markedly from the categories
we used in connection with our jtem, 'What does '8lack Power' mean to you?'!, thus
making it Impossible to compare all the responses obtained In the Detroit study
with all those in the present study, however, we can compare proportions in a
few categories which were th: same or similar In the two studies.

One of the response categories used in the Detrolt study was 'Racial {3iack)
Unite.” Twenty-three percent of the respendents gave : nswers which were classi-
fir. ! thls category. In the present study we used tue category ''8Black unlty
and pride' and found that 22% of our respondents were placed in thls category.

Four of the categoiries used in the Detroit study were '"3lacks Rule Uhites,' 'Ra-
cism,' and 'Trouble, R'oting, Civil Disorder," and 'Nothing''; altc -ether, 357 of
the responsex were 1n these categories (22% were In the !"Nothing' category), The
oniy comparable categorles we used whizh included at least 1% of the responses

of siudents In our sample were ''lust a word = nothing; confuslon; foolishnass'
and "3lack takcover or rule of the country or world,' In our total sample, 14%
of the responses were placed In these categortes,

- —— ——— - —

THartan Hahu ard Joe R, Feagln, '"Riot-Precipltating Police Practices: Attitudes
in Urban Ghettoes,' Phylon, v, 31, no, 2 (Srtmmer 1970), 183-193,

2 joe D. Aberbach and Jack L. ''alker, '"The teanings of 3lack Power: A Comparlson
of thite and gltack Interpretations of a Political Slogan,' The American political
Sclence Review, v, 64, no, 2 (June 1970), 367-3868,
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Thic difference betwean the two studles Is not surprising when it is realized

that most of the 39% of respondents falllng In the four categorles mentioned zbove
in the Detrolt study were negatlve about the term '3lack Power,' As the authors
of the report pointed out, "e encountered few raclst, anti-white interpretations
of black power among our black respondents and most of those came from respondents
who were not sympathetic to black power.”3 This sujgests that a rwch higher per-
centage of respondents in the Detrolt study were unfavorable coicerning the term
"3lack Power'' than was true In the present study, Thus §0% of the Dz2troit re-
spondents were ¢ ‘s3sified as unfavorahle to the terin, whereas the great majority
of our respondents defined '"Black Power' in terms that were neutral or clearly
positive, This finding In turn suggests that black youth probably are much more
positive ahout the coneopt of ''3lack Power®' than are thelr parents - a finding
vhich was indepeudently confirmed In another study conducted In Karsas Clty.™

In general, however, the types of responses students in our samplc gave in defin-
ing the term '"8lack Power'' and in responding to other [tems are characte ‘zed
quite well in the followling sentences In which the Investigators In the uectroit
study summarized thelr findings:

There was chauvinism and some glorification of blackness,
especially among those who interpret black power as a call
for racial unity or solidarlity, but must were pro-black
rather than anti-white, Black unity definitions of black
power are not disquised appeals for separation from Ame. fcan
society; at least, not at the present momant,>

Rejection of non-violence

One of the largest studies of the attitudes ¢f black people In the United St-tes
was carrled out In 1967 and 1968 by Cem “eil and Schuman for the Natlonal Advisory
tommission on Civll Disorders, The study Included Interviews with approximateiy
2600 black cltlzens in 15 citles.b The authors of the study reported that 227%

of their black respondents betwscr the ages of 16 and 19 said they would be will-
ing to use violence to gain equal rights./ This figure agrees very closely with
the 19% of respondents In the present study who said they elther ''Dlsagree vary
much'* or '"Disagree' with "'the ideas of blacik people who argue that non-violen:n

is the best way to achleve the goals of black people,"

3ibid., p. 387.

tjoseph P, Catlguri, Daniel U, Levine, ard Ahden Tangenan, ''3lack Power Attitudes

anong Students In a 3lack Junlor High School,' Kansas City: <Center for the Stumy
of Metropolitan Problems In Educatlon, 15,0 (miixo).

c
’Aberbact and ttalker, op. clt,, p. 387.

6Angus Campbell and Howard Schuman, "Rac{al Attitudes In Flfteen American Citics,"
Sunplerental Studles for the Hational Advisory Commission oa Civil Disorders,

ashington, 0. C,: U, S, Government Printing Office, June 1968,

701dnr respondents and poorly educated respondents werc less supportive of violence
[]{Iﬂ:xmfc the young or the betver educated,
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3y way of contast, Louls Harris conducted a national poll of black opinion in the
early part of 1970 and reported that 31% of the 1,255 respondents who vere inter-
viewed and 40% of the 14=21 year olds belleved that blacks 'will probably have to
resort to violence to win thelr rlghts.‘\'8 In the present study, no more :than

22% of our respondents In any of the five citles and no more than 20% in ary of
the four non=southern cities sald *hey disagreed with the idea of non-violence.
Harris! percentages do not include respondents who had no opinién and his inter-
view questions apparently forced respondents into a dichotomcus response either
ayreelng that ''violence is probably necessary to gain rights'' or agreeing that
biack people ''can win rights without violence,'" It is probable that these dif-
ferences in the research approach und differences In the way questions were viorded
account for the large difference between Harris' results on the one hand and those
In the present study and the fifteen=city study conducted by Campbell and Schiran
on the other,

Support for organlzations

Harris also asked respondents to Identify the groups which ''represent my own per-
sonal views.'" Twenty-flve percent of his respondents selected the Black Panthers
and 6L% agreed that the ''Panthers glven me a sense of pride.”s Forty-three per~
cent of his respondents between the ages of 1L and Z1 were reported as agreeing
that the Bleck Panthers represented their own personal views, These figures are
in close agreement with the 42% of respondents in the present study who cited the
*lack Panthcrs as a group ''doing the most to help black people' and the tendercy
amog those respondents who cited the Btack Panthers to specify development of
black arlide as thelr major way the Panther: are 'helping black people.”

This does rot mean, however, that black Americans believe the Panthers or other
militant groups are very effective In ways other than the develogment of black
pride, Just as Harris found that only 297 of his respondents rated ''leaders of
tlack militant groups' as ‘'very effective' in terms of overall leadership (as
compared with 71%, 67%, and §6% ratings for black elected offliclials, civil rightr
leaders, and black religlous leaders, respectively), only about 15% of our re-
spondents clted the Panthers as making contributlons involving political, econcmic
or educatfonal improvement in black comnunities,

cupport for separatism

Another question used in the fifteen-clty study conducted by Campbell and Schuman
which was comparable to one In the present study asked respondents whether they
thought there should be a separate black natlon within the United States. 10 yen
percent of the black rezpondents between the ages of 15 and 19 were reported in
agreement with the statement, This figure compares falrly well with the 1%/ of

“Louis Harrls, 'The Black Mood: More Hilltant, tiore Hopeful, More determined,"
Time, April 6, 1970, 28429, Th: figure of 314 was 107 highar than the comparabl:
217 Harrls reported were In agreement with the statement in 1966,

9Louls Harris, op. clt,

\f"tampbe!l and Schuman, op, cit.
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respondents in the present sturdy who <ald it either was '‘Desirable' or '"Weyy de-
sirable'' that the United States 'be separated into two nations, one black and ore
white,"" It also should be noted that Campbell and Schuman found a directly pro-
portional relationship between age and rejection of separatism, Since the stu-
dents in our five~city sample were younger than the youngest subgruup (16~19 year
olds) in the fifteen-city sample, It is reasonable to expect that a higher propor=
tion of respondents in our sample =~ though still a minority - would be supportive
of separatism than was true among 16«19 year olds in the fifteen-city sample, |t
will be important to observe whethe- thls phenomena is verified In further re-
search spanning a wider age range than was avzileble in the present study and whe~
ther black youth of high school age retain their relatively high degree of sya-
pathy for secparatism as they become young adults or are followed by increasingly
more separatist waves of black youth who enter high school in the future,

Rating of ioca] services and faciltities

A 1957 study of the ratings of local neighborhood services and facilities of more
than 6,000 residents ln five ”?overty” neighborl-:ods in Pittsburgh was reported
by Gilbert and faton in 1960,11 Two of the neighborhoods included in the study
have black populations of 89% and 71%, respectively, In the neighborhood in
which 89% of the residents ware black, the percentages of respondents who rated
seslected services as “positive,! "nertral," and 'negative' {as classified by the
investigators) were as follows:'~

Housing+ 57% positive; 16% noutral; 27% negative,
Police: 58% positive: 10% neutral; 1LY negatlve,
Schools: 79% positive; UM% neutral, 14% megative.

By way of contrast, it will be racalled that 1espondents in the present study were
more negative than positlve about local services and facllities., With regard to
the three services or facilitles (ited above, for example, ratings in our five-
city sample were as fo!lows:|3

Housing: 15% positive; 33% neutral Lﬁbdiocrg7; 52% negative,
Police: 20% positive; 25% neutral; 55% negative,
Schools /Education/: 34/ posltive; 387 neutral; 28% negative,

ihile respondents in both samples were considerably more positive about local
schools than about housing 1. .litles and police services, iespondents in Gilbert
anc Faton'!s Plittsturgh sample were much more positive about ali three services
than were respondents in our five=city sample, It is true that thare was

"Mt Gilbert and Joscph '/, Eaton, ''Who Speaks for the Poor?'!, American Institute
of Planners Journal, v, 36, no. 6 (November 1970), L1i-416,

|2”Posltive" ratings as defined bv Gllbert and Eaton included the responsc cate-

gorles "All right'' and''Very goot," !'Negative" ratings Inzluded tke response
categorles '"Terribly bad'" and 'Fretty bad,"

|3For purposes of this comparison, the ‘Very qood'' and 'Good'' categorics and th~

(3 ry poor'' and 'Poor'' categortes have been collspsed into "“positive' and
[E l(:utral”categories.
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substantlal variation from clty to =ity in our sample, but In no city in our sam-
ple were respondents anywhere near as positlve about local neighborhood services
or conditions as were those in the Pittsburgh study, It 1s possible that dif~
ferences in the two studies are due primarily to the fact that the Pittsburch
study sampled adults and our sample consisted of high school students, to the
three-year span between the studies, or to distinctlve condltions which make

black respordents in poverty neighborhoods In Pittsburgh more positive about lo-
cal neighborhood services than is Lrue in neighborhoods sampled In the citles in-
cluded In the present study. Also, ratings of police services in the Gilbert and
taton study were much higher than have been reported in other studies cited in
this chapter, thus suggesting that the Pittsburgh data may be atypical due to such
reasons as distinctiveness of loral conditions or errors in sampling and data col-
lection,

Influence of Soctal Backaround Variables

As noted in an earlier part of this report, It was found that the attlitudes of
respondents In our sample were not strongly or consistently related to the social
class of their familles, sex, or grade level in school. In gencral, this finding
agrees with much previous research which Indicates that with the occarional excep-
tion of age In studies including a wide age range, reither the attitudes nor the
Lehaviors of black Americans on matters involving civil rights and race relations
are strongly relsted to these social backgrourd factors, OUne recent report on

the attitudes of black youth In 'lestern Contra Costa County, for example, indi=
cated there was ''negligible influence of status orlgin in group ?Eientation“
toward militant or nationalist croups such as the Black iuslims, The author
went on to note that ''most studies which have found an associatjon betwecen approv=
al of the Muslims and low status were not based on 3dolescents, 5 The finding
also agrees with our previous finding that the attitudes of black high school stu-
dents In Kansas City vere strikinleGSimilar for students clasc<ified by sex, grare
level, and social-class background,

Simllarly, ar analysis by Schuman and Gruenberg of the relationship betwren derio-
graphic and socioecononic varlables and the attitudes of black respondents in the
fifteen-clty sample studied by Campbel! and Schuman also Indicated that thc as-
sociations betwen attltudes and soclial background varlables were very stiqht, 17
Thus the authors reported, for exarple, that only 3,4/ of the varlance in black
respondents' ratings of local neighborhood services and only 2,1% of the variance
on perceptions of riot causes were associated with the five "Individual attrihutes!
of age, sex, education, occupatlon, and family Income, They further pointed out
that In general survey-type research these a*tributes '"often constlitute the

clen K. Elder, Jr., "Sroup Orlentatlons and Strategies In Racizl Change,"
Soclal Forces. v, L8, no. & (June 1970), Lh5-L61,

5bid,, ts3.

‘GFiddmont and tevine, op. clt,

——

‘7Howard Schuran and 3arry Gruenberg, 'The l“pact of City on Racial Attltudes,"
frarican Journal of Socioloqy, v, 76, no, 2 (September 1970), 213-261,
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totality of major explanatory background varlables . . ., an? provide a touchstone
for vwhat can be achleved by such varlables with these data,"'€ They therefure
concluded that with respect to attitudes involving race and urban conditions,
'"'race creates qrcater differences in perspectlve on these questions than dces in-
come or sex,'

it is possible that part of the reason social class background seldom is found cor-
related with attitudinal varlables among black youth is due to the difficulty of
measuring and lack of adequate measures of social class backgrourd among bhlack
Americans, Existing soclal class measures have been developed and validated pri-
marily or exclusively utillzing majority white samples, 3Jecause occupation, edu-
ce*ion, and other components of social class do not have precisely the same mean-
ing in predominantly-black communities as in national white samples, exlsting so-=
ciai class measures appear to be less valid, on the whole, for black respondents
than for white respondents, thile a certain amount of work has been done, par-
ticutarly in the U. S, Census lureau, to develop better soclal class measures for
black populations, such measures have not to our knowlcdge been refined enough
(if, indeed, they can be) to correlate highly with attitudes on clivil rights or
related matters. In addition, as noted in the next section there Is reason to
believe that cormonalities in black experience tend to swamp soclal class and
other soclal background factors to a much greatar degree than generally is the
case among white populations,

City Size and Variation Among Cities

On the whole, this study found few very large or systematic differences betuwzen
the attitudes of black youth in the cities Included in the sample; for this rea
son, we _were able to describe the attitudes of am '"average'' respondent in the
saWple.zo Like the finding that the attltudes of our respondents were not con-
sistently refatad t~ social background variables, this suggests that the attitudes
of black youth tend to have much in cormon wherever they live and what-ver their
background,

This finding afso is substantlally Ir agreement with Schuman and Grucnberg's
analysis of the data Camiyell and Schuman collected in the flfteen-city study.
Schuman and Gruenberg reported that although city accounted for more variance in
the attitudes of black respondents than dld ''indlvidual attributes' /social back-
around/, onty with respect to 'variables that are larqely cognitive in nature"
(i.e., the behavior of specific local governrent officials) was the percent of
variance accounted for by city of appreciable magnitude (e,g., 17.2% of the vari-
ance in 'lelieves mayor is not trying hard to solve city problems!! was accounted
for by ''city'), With regard to such varizbles as '"Prefers assocjation with bi: ks
only,'" '"Riots were a black protest, not simply looting," and '"Dissatisfaction with
neighborhood services,' however, the sercentages cf varlance accountad for by

18 1bid., p., 224,

191414, , p. 240.

20 Although we chose to descrite the average respondent In the non~snithern citics,
Q st items we could easily have done this Instead fur the sample as a vhole,
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M fferesnes batween cities were 1,3%, 2.2%, and 3.8%, reSpectIvely.Z] Recausa?
Schuman ard Gruenberg were more concerncd wlth the posslble retlationship betvicen
black respondents' attltudes and the percentage of black cltizens in the citics

in thelr sample, they did not comment at length on the possiblllty of an associa-
tlon between size of the ghetto and attitudes. They do, however, report data
showing that on attitudes such as those of concern in this study {i.e., neighbor-
hood services; discrimination; police; self-determination; and violence orienta-
tlon}, the correlations Setween attltudes and size Of city on the whole were about
as hlgh as those between atti*ndes and percentage of population Negro, and reither
sets of correlations were as h.gh as those between attltudes and size of the bluc.
population, For example, the correlation between size of the hiack population and
satisfaction with neighborhoad services was =-.i6, whereas the corresponding corre-
lations between satisfaction with neighborhood services and slze of city and per-
centage of poprlation Negro were -,3! and -.11, respectively. These findings
are compatibie with the evidence we rcported suggesting that size of the ghetto
and/or size of city may be signitlcantly related to black Americans' attitudes on
matters involving race relations, civil rights, neighiboihood conditions, and re=
fated macters,

gonclusion

e have reviewed scne of the research conducted during the past four or five years
examiniag the attitudes of black Americans on matters such as those investigate

in the present study and found that our results gencrally parallel or approximate
findings reported elsewhere. In the few cases where the types and levels 0 re-
sponses we obtained appear to differ very much from data reported in previous re-
search, differences in the age of our sample or the wording of our questions as
compared with other studies account quite well for these dlvergent results. The
only flnding reported elsewhere vhich seems inexplicably Inccngruent with our ~wn
was 1n connection with perceptions of local services among residents of a black
neighborhood In Pittsburgh, The size of the differences between the Pittsburgh
data and our own suggest elther that black youth may be conslderably more discon-
tented with local nelghborhooa conditions than are black adults or that the Pitts-
burgh nelighborhocd In question may be unusually highly-rated by its residerts.

In any case the Pittsburgh data need not be viewed as seriously challenging the
validity of the data reported in this study.

riven thc congruence between our five~clity data and research reported elsewhere

as well as the general consistency we found across the flve cities and among sub-
groups of black youth classified by soclial class, sex, and grade level, common
forces nist be affecting the perceptlons of blark youth In many if not most neigh-
borhoods and clties, Scveral of the forces which possibly may be operating in
this way have been described as follows by Seymour Spilerman at the conclusion of
a paper examlning the possible causes of civll disturbances which occurred in

U. S. clties betwen 1961 and 1968:

2tschuman and Gruenberg, op. cit., 218-22).

221hid,, p. 248.
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The conclusion from this analysis i3 that the racial dis=
turbances of the 1960's were not responses to conditions
in the local community, Disorder-prone cities do differ
from their less traumatized neichbors in manvy significant
respects, . , .towever, these conditions have little to do
with a community belng prone to racial disorder, and are
instead the incidental charactevistics of cities with
large Negro populations, , , ,

Each of these factors = the national government, televi-
sion, and the development of black solidarity = haec
served to expose MNegroe : to stimull which are uniform
across communities, It is not that local conditlions do
not differ significantly for the Negro, rather It is
that these variations are overwhelmed by the above con-
siderations,

In additicn, the facts of life in segregated hlack neighborhoods such as those
served by schools includec In our sample from five clties inherently involve cer~
tain coumonalities from one neighborhood or clty to the next and thus can be ex-
nected to exert a common influence on the attltudes of black youth and adults.
That is, the experience of growing up and living In subsocieties isolated from a
larger soclety generates cartain similarities in the perceptions and beliefs of
the members o7 such subsocieties, particularly in the case of groups tike black
Americans which have been systematically excluded fron fully participating in

the Targer socicty by a seamless web of interiocking racist institutions, Ex-
mples of such similaritles assoclated with the dynamics of raclal [solaticn

have beer aptly described as follows by a Scandanaviun anthropologist who ex -
amined gheito life in ‘lashington, 0, C, from the viewpoint of a relatively neutral
and independent vutside observer:

-

As the ghetto dwellers experience the behavior of white busi-
nessimen and pollicemen and work out interpretations of it to-
gether, they arrive at a collective definition of their griev~
ances, They chuckle as they see a good friend and neighbor
leave by the back door as the bill collector enters through
the front door, They find themselves under constant surveil-
iance from slow=moving patrol cars and feel they know what
the pofleecmen inside are thinking about them, They note

that the ''fresh greens'' at the grocery look 1lke they have
been around for some time, and that the children they send

to the store on an errand often seem to get too litt e

change in return, And taery know of instances when police-
men "accldentslly'' shot those suspected of only minor cf-
renises==something they can only see as gross disregard for
black lives, Of course, a great deal of the interaction
between the ghetto dwellers and these white outsiders !n
their territory flows quite smoothly, Quite possibly, too,
the outsiders may be able to explalin satisfactorily some of

‘Bfu,m0ur Spllerman, 'The Causes of Raclal Dlsturbances: A Conparfson of Alter-
.itive Explanations,' American Soclologlcal Review, v. 35, no, 4 (August 1372),

[l{llC 415-646, 93

- t

] X1t-8



that behevinr of theirs which from tha ghettn dvellers!
point of view §s only evil, 73ut what natters is that the
peop e of the ghetto do In fact accumulate and share among
themselves s9 much evidence of injuries to their interests
and honor, and that they find little or no reason not to
see the merchants as exploiters and the police as opprev~
sors, , . .

« + + The typical! black-and-white joke at the Hkoward
Theatre is still about the Ku Klux Klan. Whether or not
the understanding of white people's racial attitudes

which this reflects remains correct today, the Institution-
alized tegregation of ghetto dwellers prevents many of them

from finding out much about the current state of white opin-

fon at first hand, Just as black people are taught about
the meaning of blackness by other blacks, they learn about
white people and race relations within tne ghetto community
rathcer than in face-to-face contacts with whites, White
people are being typed by black people, as '‘crackers,'
"grays,' '"Whitey,' "Mr, Charlie," 'ofays,'' '"P\T"" (poor
white trash), "honkies," or *blue-eyed blond devils’ (a
Huslim term), just as white people among themselves are
typing black people, In both cases the vocabulary becomes
a cultural storehouse for hos:ciilty, a part of the commun-
ity's own Infoimation about its external affairs which is
seldom contradicted by other sources, Perhaps the white
suburbs do not all share the views of the Klan, but the
unemployed streetcorner man who hardly knows any white
people personally does not necessarily know, As far as

he Is concerned, the machinery of the society may still
scem like a Klan device to keep hlm down, and it is not
impossible to fit ghetto merchants, the police, and many
fleeting contacts with other whites into such an inter-
pretation, 1In his state of Isolatlon from mainstream
society, a ghetto dweller may well view institutionaiized
segregrtion as a direct expression of average white per=
scnal prejudice, ‘'hetner he Is correct in this or not,
the impact of thls Is such that he will take any not ob-
viously prejudiced white person with whoT he comes in
contact to be an exception to the rule.

"Ulf kannerz, Soulside. Inquiries Into Shetto Culture and Community,
columbla Unlversity Pres:. 1969, pp, 6586,
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X11t, Summary and Discussion of Major Conclusions

Chapter 1| portrayed the responses of the ''average' respondent in the four nor-
thern cities by describing the general level of response on items in the cuestion-
naire, For the most part there was relatively close agreement among respcndents
from city to city. Highlights of this portrayal indicated that the average respon-
dent-is distrustful of moct whites; knows few if any white persons well; beliuzves
that employment probiems ir his city are serious, partly cdue to racial discrimina-
tion; is favorably disposed toward the concept of Black Power, which he defines

in terms of achieving equality, freedom, and racial pride; agrees with the ideas
of those who belicve norn-violence Is the best way to echieve black goals; does not
believe that black-white problems will be solved In a peaceful and constrective
vay; is optimistic about his personal opportunities for the future; perceives hous=
int, employment, law enforcement, recreation, and welfare services or facilities
for black people in his city as poor to mediccre; is willing to live in an inte-
grated neighborhood but dozs not think integrated housing is particularly import-
ant; and either has not changed his mind much in the past few years or has become
more optimistic ahout the tupics investigated in the questionnaires,

Chapter |11 reported on responses to the items, '"‘hat groups do you feel are doing
the most to help black people?'! and '"In what ways are these groups doing the -ost
to help black people?'t The MAACP and the Rlack Panthers were cited far more fre-
guertly than other groups and organizations, and several local groups active in
one or anothcr city were cited fairly frequently by respondents in those cities,
croups which were clted as ''doing the most to help black people' generally vere
seen as helping by 'bringing black people together,' "helping set up black busi-
ness,' 'helping to find jobs," 'lencouraging education,' and ''developing black
pride,'" Groups were seldom cited as making a contribution by 'telling the man

of f'* or "influencing the government''; however, the 2iack Panthers were cited more
frequently than the MAACP for ''telling the man of f'' as we.: as for 'developing
black pride,' while the NAA"P was cited more frequently than the Panthers for
thelping to find jobs," )

Chapter IV described differenc2s among the four rorthern citles, [ndications
were found that biack youth in very large northern cities may be more ncgative
about local neichborhood conditions and services, more pessimistic about th.'r
opportunities for the future, more expectant that separatism would occur and {to
a lesser extent) more supportive of separatism, and more inclined to actribute
ityjotence anmong some black people' to lack of opportunity than are black youth i,
smaller rorthern cities. [In addlition, the data suggested that black youth in very
large northern cities may be more fatalistic {i.e,, greater sense of poverless~
ness) than biack youth in smaller northern c.ties, Particularly because the
nurher of cities Included in the present study Is so small, these conclusions
must be viewed as tentative and primarily as suggestive of further research;
nevertheless they also poin* to the possibility that black youth in the north

may become more allenated Ir mary of thair attitudes if they become more isolated
in growlng urban ghettoes in the future,

Chapter V reported differences between Neep South City and the four northern
cities. Deep South City respondents were more expectant that sctools in the north
will be lIrtegrated, more Inclined to define a ghetto as a ''concentration camp,"
“prison,'t 'restricted area,' or "reservation,' more positive about local neigh-
\j‘vhood services and facllities: more favorable toward the police, more inclinced
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to sce themselves as participating in a riot, mors inclined to attribute violence
vhich '"some black cltizens have engaged in'' to an effort to gain equal! rights,

and more inclined to cite the 3lack Mu-lims as doing the most to help black people
than were respondents in the northern cities, These differences were interpreted
as resulting at least in part from Ceep South City respondents' relative lack of
knowledge of conditions and circumstance. in black communities in the urban north,
In addition, Deep South Clty respondents were more Inclined to define ''3lack
Pover! in terms of 'Total equality and freedom to do what whites do,' more in-
clined to cite racial discrimination and less inclined to cite lack of unity as
the 'biggest problem holding black people back in your city," more inclined to
associate serious job problems with societal causes, less inclined to feel they
live in a ghetto, and more inclined to say their attitudes had become more optimis-
tic in the past few years than were respondents in the four northern cities.

These results were interpreted in terms of differences in conditions which may ex-
ist in smali southern cities as compared with large cities of the urban north,

Chapter Y| described differences which were fcund between Upper Midwestern City
and the other four cities In the sample, Respondents in Upper Midwestern City re-
ported they knew fewer whites well and were more supportive and expectant cf sepa-
ratism, more negative atout local services and facilities, and more pessimistic
about their opportunities for the future than were respondents in the other four
cities, These findings are consistent with the hypothesis that black youth iso-
lated in very large urban ghettoes are likely to be more alienated from and nega-
tive about U. 5, soclety than their counterparts who may be sumewhat less isolated
in smaller ghettoes elsewhere,

Chapter Vil summarized differences which were found between Kansas City and the
other four cities in the sample, Kansas City respondents knew more whites well
and were more favorable and trusting toward whites, less Inclined to cite the
~lack Panthers as 'doing the most to help black people,' less Inciined to disagree
with the '"ideas of black people!' who argue for non-violence, more Inclined to ex-
pect a peaceful and constructive resolution of racial problems, less inclined to
rate job problems as serious, more inclined to say organizaticns had helped black
people by 'helping set up black business,' and more likely to define '3tack Power!
as '"just another word'' than were respondents In the other four cities, These re-
sulcs were interpreted as raising the possikility that traditioral community de-
velopment approiches which do not require either eliminating the raciai ghetto or
giving real power to jts Inhabitants may be working relatively well in Kansas City
as compared with other cities in our sample; however, it would be unwise to view
the Kansas City situation in too favorable a light considering that black youth

in Yansas Clty are ncarly as isolated and in some respects alienated as in the
other cities ard the considerable evidence in this report and elsewhere which sug-
gests that national commonalities in social conditions affect the attitudes of
ulack youth 1n urban centers throughout the United States,

chapter VI describad differznces which were found between the attituces of
kansas City respondents in a 1968 sample and the 1970 semple Included in the pres-
ent study, As compared with the 1908 sample, respondents in the 1970 sawple werc:
more polarized in high- and low-contact-with-whites groups, more distrustful to-
vard whites, less expeciant that white and black communities would beccme fully
scparatz, less polurized and more uncertain concerning the desirabllity of separa-
tism, less expectant that problems between blacky and whites will be resolved
neacefully, less negatlve about employment and police services, more inclincd to
[:I{j}:e themselves as living in a ghetto and less inclined to perceiv their
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ncighborhouds as safe, less likely to perceive civil disturbances as motivated by
ravenge rather than desires for equal rights, and less fatalistic about their ca-
pacity to control thelr fate, |In most respects, these changes were in the direc~
tion of cluser agreement with the attitudes expressed by black youth In the other
three northern cities included in the study, The increases which occurred in ex-
pectations that black-white problems will rot be peacefully resolved and in per-
ceptions of living in an unsafe ghetto may mean either that black youth in Kansas
City were more realistic in 1970 than in 1968 or that they are becoming more ali-
enated and riegative about race relations and iiving cenditions in the city., ‘he-
ther the Increase which was noted in distrust of whites, the decrease which was
found in support for separatism, and other differences between the two samples
are interpreted as desirable or undeslirabie depends to a considerable extent on
the ideology and philosophy of the observer,

Chapter IX examined relationships among responses to the items dealing with trust
din whites, liking for _whites, and aumber of whites known well, Thice-way tabula-

tions showing the zero-order aSSOQsatlons “between any two of tlese variables with
the third accounted for, comparisons between response patterns in the flve cities,
and correlation analysis were used to identify Inter-relationships among the three
variables, These analyses and comparisons suggested that two contrasting syndromer
are at work among many respondents in our sample, one marked by contact with whites
trust in whites, and llking for whites and one by lack of contact with whites, dis~
trust of whites, and dislike fo- whites, The latter syndroae appears to be much
more common than the fcrmer, probably more because most respondents had limited
contact rather than negative contact with whites. Further analysis also sucgesied,
however, that respondents In Deep South City tend to have more negative though
somewhat limited contact with whites and respondents In Eastern City tend to have
rore negative and frequent contact with whites than do respondents in the other
three cities, Respondents in Kansas City, by way of contrast, tend to have fre-
quent and positlive contact with whites as comparlkd with other cities in the sam-
ple.’ Becsuse &l1 these anat <es were based on cross-sectional contingency data
rather than .- gitudinal data, the results must be viewed as sugaestive and tenta-
tive rather than definltive and conclusive; nevertheless, wata presented in the
chapter were Internally consistent and provide a loglcal case for the hypothesis
that with many exceptions related to the quality of contact, contact with whites
tends to result in favoreble attitudes toward whites and lack of contact tends to
reinforce or teave undisturbed negative attitudes toward whites which are common
among black youth in many if not most btack communitles,

Chapter X examined the relatlionship between attltudes regarding the desirability

of separatism and orien~ation toward whites, Using threc-way tabulations similar
to those described In Chapter IX and correlation analysis of the responses of stu~
deats in Upper Midwestern Clty, it was concluded that li¥ing for whites and high
aumber Of whites known_well when present together are associated with rejection of
separatlSm and that (at least in Upper Midwestern City) liking for whites and trusi
in whites are intermedlate variables between number of whites known well and desir-
ability of separatism, As before, contingency data of the kind reparted in this
chapter do not allow for definitive conclusions regarding cause-and-effect rela-
tionships, though the results suggest that lack of contact with whites and atti-
tude toward whites play a part in determining whether black youth accept or reject

separatism,

)
lf i(:s statement does not hold In objective terms, since 16% of the Kansas City

! sondents, for exanple, did not .rust as many as 11% of whites,
oo o X111-3



Chapter XI utilized correlation analysis to examine the relationships airong a va-
riety of aititudz items included in the questionnaire, In several cascs relation-
ships were highlighted by examining data on a single city in which items appecred
to be inter-correlated more strongly than was true in the other citles, Major
findings in this chapter were as follows: Expectations regarding the ressluticn
of racial problems is assoclated with trust in whites and liking for whites; Ex-
peciztions reqardlng¥§9£aratlsm is associated with trust in whiter; Attitudes re-
garding non-violence is slightly associated with liking for whitcs and also is as-
socia.ed with perceptions of job problems, rating of police services, exoectations
recarding the resolution of racial problems, and personal opportunities for the
future; rersonal ogportunltles for the future is associated wich liking for whites,
ratings of the quality of local employmcnt services, fatalism, and number of whites
known well: Attitude toword the police is associated with trust jn whites and 1ik-
ing for whrtes' fillingness to live in integrated neighborhoods is associated vith
attitude toward the police, desirability ¢ of separatism, and expectations recarding
the resolution of racial problers: ¢1d perceptions regarding the desirability of
jnteorated housing are associated with attitude toward the police and expectations
recardlnq the resolution of racial problems, Although many of the relationships
escribed above were weak, muiclple correlations sometimes enabled us to use tvo
or three variables to account for as much as 30 to 45% of the variance in another,
Jecause these percentages are fairly high considering the amount of error and dis-
tortion inevitably found in data of the kind reported in this study, they offer
firm support for the conclusion that the variables with which we were concerned

on the questionnaire play an important part in shaping the attitudes of stuceats
in ouy sample,

Chapter X1l provided comparisons between our findings and other research ca the
attitudes of black Americans conducted in the last few years. For the most part
our data are in close agreement with results reported in other resezrch on the at-
titudes of black Americans in general and the attitudes of black youth im prrticu-
lar. This similarity was interpreted as reflecting the influence of nation: ]
forces as well as the effects of commonalities in the physical and psycholugical
environments characteristic of predominantly-black communities in the United
States today.

Waving reviewed the major conclusions sugaested by the data in this study, we will
conclude by stressing the following generulizations which surmarize *t .2 most im-
portant findings and trends:

1. Attitudes of black youth in tke five cities Included in this study were rela-
tively uniform from city to clty,

2, respondents tended to have little contact with and to be distrustful toward
vhit 5 but tended to reject separatlsm and violence, Although they viecre optinic-
tic about their personal future, In yeneral they were dissatisficd with the qual-
ity of local public services and facilities for black pecple.

2, iigh contact with whites Is dlsectly related to trust in whites and liking for
whites and Indirectly reltated to support for separatism, Orientation toward
whites and attitudes involving fatalism, clvil rights, and adeouacy of local serw-
ices are interrelated in many ways to the extent that one sometimes can predict

30 to 45% of the variance In one attltude ltem from data on responses to threec or
Fcyr of the athers,

ERIC X111l

P e
98



I, “lack youth in larger cities with larger ghetives appear to be more fatalistic
and rore alienated as defined with reference to such measures as support for sepa-
ratism, dissatisfaction with local conditions, and pessimism about their future
than are black youth in smaller cities with smaller chettoes,

5, ‘idespread support exists for both the NAACP and the Black Panthers as weli as
active local organizations, Contributions being made by the HAACP tend to be de-

fined in concrete, economic terms while contributions being made by the ‘lack Pan-
thers tend to be defined in psychological terms,

Some readers may find it incongruous that black youth simultaneously tend to re-
ject violence and to endorse a group like the 3lack Panthers which rightly or
wrongly has been identified In the mass medis with violence, Some may sce incon-
sistencies in the findings that black youth in our sample are extremely cistrust-
ful of whites and have little contact with whites but at the same time tend to re-
ject separatism, particularly since we also found . good deal of evidence indicei-
ing that trust in whites and contact with whites are related to rejectior of sepa-
ratism,

Such findings are only inconsistencies, of course, to en outsider; for our respon~
dents these attitudes may constitute a coherent sct of beliefs which reflact the
fact that by and large the majority of black citizens in the United States have
remained tenaciously and perhiaps inexplicably faithful to traditional American
ideals and goals even though they have been systenatically isclated and excluded
from institutions designed to help Americans attain these goals, In this regard
our evidence indicating that black youth wno are ‘solated in the presumab'y targer
and growing ghettoes of larger cities tend to be nore alienated (as definud above)
than their peers in smaller cities may well be viewed as ominous; these findings
lead one to share with Charles Silberman the trepidation he expressed in the title
of an article several years ago for Fortune magazine: '‘eware the Day They Chance
Their Hinds," Moting our findings regar:ing the relationship betwean size of city
and the attltudes of black youth, it would be well to heed the urgent warning with
wirich Senator Abralham Ribicoff introduced the '‘:overnment Facilities Act «f 197%F"
for himself and Senators 3rooke and Cranston on the fluor of the U. S, Serate on
tiarch 16, 1971:

. » ., we cannot afford to continue to arcue in the Horth who,
if anyone, is responsible for the segregation we can sce all
around us, It is clear that this segregation dJid not just
‘happen,' There 1s nothing accidental about the fact that in
city after city in the north, the blacks and the poor are con-
centrated in slums in central cities while the whites increas-
ingly are isolated in the surrounding suburbs, . . .

tle used to think that segregatlon in America was a problem of
one region, the Couth, And then we found that In the HMorth
only 27,6 percent of black students attend majority white
schools while in the South the figure 1s nearly hal® again as
high = 38,1 percent,

t'e thought the problem was confined primarily to our schools
but now we know the cancer goes to the heart of our society.

y 5
]E T(j 2Congressional fecord - Senate, liarch 16, 1971, s 3:L9-S 3250,
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APPENDIX A

Grade Level Sex _
What occupation do you think you will work in most of your life?
From what source does your family get the iargest par¢ of its income?
What is the occupation of your father?
Circle the highest grade of school completed by your father:

GRADE SCHOOL HIGH SCHOOL COLLEGE

7th 8th 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 5 6
If your mother is employed, what kind of werk does she do?
Circle the highest grade of school completed by your mother:

GRADE SCHOOL HIGH SCHOOL COLLEGE

7th 8th 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 o5 6
If you live with a guardian, what kind of work does he/she do?
Circle the highest grade he/she complzted in school:

GRADE SCHOOL HIGH SCHOOI. COLLEGE

Tth 8th 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 3 6

1. What groups do you feel are doing the most to help black people?

2. In what way are these groups doing most to help black people? (Circle one or more arswers)

bringing black people together helping to find jobs
influencing the government encouraging education
telling the man off developing black pride
helping set up black husiness other (specify)

3. What do you think is the most important reason why some black citizens have engaged in
violence? (Circle one)

to gain equal rights out of ignorance or scupidity
to gain revenge due to lack of opportunity
to cover up for looting other (specifv)

4. What does the term ""ghetto’” mean to you?

5. Do you feel you live in a ghetto?

6. Do you think your neighbors feel safe in your neighborhood? (Circle Onc)
Almost all the time Most of the time Not Usually

% Seldom Very seldom

7. About what percentage of whites do you feel you can trust?

8. How many white people would you say you know well?

9. Do you like the average white person you have met? (Circle One)
Almost all Most Some A few
E TC Hardly any None

i



10. Do you think our country will be separated into two nations, one black and one white?

(Circle one) . .
Certain Almost Certain Probably

Prohably Not Very unlikely
11. Do you feel this would be desirable or undesirabhle? (Circle One)

Ve y desirable Desirable Unsure
Undesirable Very undesiralle

12. Do you think it is possible that you might ever find yourself participating in a riot?
{Circle one)
Yes, very possible Yes, it could happen Yes, but it isn't
probable
Uusure No, it is ualikely Impossible

13. If you answered yes. under what conditions could this happen?

14, How would you describe your attitudes toward the police? (Circle one)
Very favorahle Favorable Not Sure

Unfavoiable Very unfavorable

)
%]

Explain your answer to No, 14 _

16. Do you think there are serious problems in getting a iob in your city? (Circle one)
Very serious Moderately serious
Not very serious Not serious at all

17. Explain your ans'wer to No. 16

18, What does ''Black Power' mean to you?

19. How do you feel about the ideas of black people who argue that non-violence is the best way
to arhieve the goals of black people? (Circle one)

Agree very much Agree much Agree a little
Disagree Disagree very much No opinion

20. What do you think are the threc most important things needed to achieve the goals of
black people? (Circle three)

Develop personal pride Peaceful demonstration and protest

Education Indiviilual determination to succeed

Guerilla warfare Political power

Reialiation against white racism Better understanding and commur.ications
Whites accepting blacks as cquals Passing of and implementing Civil Rights Laws

Other {specify)
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21. Do you think the problems betwecn blacks and whites will be solved in a peaceful and
constructive way? (Circle one)
Very definitely Definitely Praobably
Probably not Definitely not

22, Do you think schools in the north will be integrated? (Circle one)
Very likely Likely Unlikely Very unlikely Unsure

23. U you answered "Very likely" or "Likely"”, how many years do you think it will
take?

24, Do you feel your opportunities for the future are good? (Circle one)
Very good Good Mediocre Poor Very Poor

25. What is the one biggest problem holding black people back in your city ?

26. What would you say are the two most important reasons why some of your fellow students
do poorly in school? (check two)

lack of preparation unicasonable requirements lack of ability _lack
of support at home lack of studying teackers don't understand lack of
ambition poor teaching lack of equipment and materials in school

27. In your opinion, how adequate are the following services or fecilities for hlack people in
your city? {Check one answer for each)

Very Good Good Mediocre Poor Very Poor

a. Housing
bh. Enployment
¢. FEducation

Hezlth
. Transportation
f. Police
_g. Recreation
h. Welfare

28. If the situation arose, would you he willing to live in an integrated neighborhood? (Circle one)
Definitely Probably Maybe Probably not Definitely not
29, How desirable do you think it is to achieve integrated housing? (Circle one)

Very undesirable Somewhat undesirable  Not particularly desirable Desirable
Very desirable

30. How good a student are you? (Circle one)

One of the best students in 1y class Above the middle of my class

In the middie of my class Below the middlc of my class Near the hottom of my class
31. Good luck iz more important than hard werk for success. {(Circle one)

JAvree very much Agree Not sure Disagree Disgarce very much
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32. People like me don't have much of a ehanee to be successful in life. (Circle one)

Agree very mueh Agree Not sure Disagree Disagree very much
33. My experience has made me feel that lite is not worth living. (Circle onc)

Never Rarely Onec in a while Sometimes Often Very often
34, Ifeel a sense of pride and aceomplishment as a result of the kind of person I am.

(Circle one)

Very often Often Sonietimes Seldom Very seldom

35. Have you ever been in trouble with the police? (Cirele one)

Never Once Two or Threc times Four or Five times Mnre than Five times
36. Have your opinions on the topies in this questionnaire generally changed in the last few

years? (Circle one)

Very nuueh Mueh Some A little None at all

37. If you said your opinions have changed, how would you describe this change? (Circle one)

Mueh more optimistie Somewhat more optimistic A lit..e more optimistic

A little more pessimistie  Somewhat more pessimistic Much more pessimistic

None of these terms fits
38. Please explain your answer tc No. 37 )

¢
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