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INTRODUCTION

The_Problem and the Purpose

In recent years youngsters have been bombarded by the mass media with
little training to critieally and creatively utilize itz content., Teachers
and librarians recognize the need to provide experiences that will make
learning more meaningful. The mass media is very important and essential to
the teaching-learning proceas because it is an undeniable fact that they have
much relevance to the learner. The leurner has to get involved and excited
about what he is learning. Also, it seems generally established that there
are universal interests at different age levels among children and between
children of different socio~economic levels.

The purposes of the study are: to determine what significant differences
there are among Cloquet Junior High Schoel students in the various mediums of
nass communicaticns; to note whether there is a significant difference between
the interests of Indian students and students of other racial backgrounds in
attendance. Other purposes of the study were to check on the availability of
variocus mediums to all students, how much use is made of each medium and its
importance to that student. Also, it was noped that a definite pattern of
interest in each media and among the medias would be found for each group.

It is the purpose of this study to test the following hypotheses:

l. There is a definite pattern of interest among each of the media surveyed
by all students in Grades Seven through Nine at Cloguet Junior High School.

2. There is a significant interest difference amoug the Indian students as
coppared to the other students in each of the media,

%o There is little difference in the amount of time spent in the use of
each media by all groups.

%, There is very little change in the pstterms of interest at each grade

level whether it be Indian or the :ntire group in general.
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PROCEDURE

The subjects for this study were 102 students in Grades Seven, Kight and
Nine attending Clequet Junior High School. There were 3% students of lndien
ancestry in these three grades at the time of the study which includes the
upper level Special Education Class for the mentally-retarded. A ratio of twe
other students to one of Indian ancestry was used. No attempt wes made to
select according to any socio-economic factors. The questicunaires were ad-
ministered by membars of the Junior High School English staff.

Table One. Breakdown of Sample by Grades., Sex and Origin.

ENTIRE GROUP
Roys Girls Total Indians Boys Girls
Grude 7 2% 2k Lo 16 & 12
Grade 8 9 15 2h 8 1 7
Grade 9 10 17 27 9 4 5
Special Ed. 2 1 3 1 O 1
Tltals §5— 57 102 3h 9 25

Table One is a breskdown of the entire sample used in the study. Among
the 34 Indien students there were 25 girls and 9 boys, In the sample no aviempt
was made to have an equal number of boys and girls.

4in Indian in this study is identified as such if he is duly enrolled as &
member of a recognized band or tribe of Indians. These students are members of
the Chippewa Tribe living on or near the Fond du lac Indian Reservation. They
also qualified by being at least one-quarter or more of Indian ancesatry.

The Fond du Lac Indian Reservation is located just outside the city limits
of Cloquet, Minnesota, which 18 about twenty miles west of Duluth. The reserva-
tion is unique as it is near the industrial centers of Cloguet and Duluth.

Many of its members are employed inr %he forest products plants in Cloquet so
the reservetion is economically and geographically linked to this clty.

The mass media used for this study are: television, radio, motion pictures
or movies, newspapers, magazines, comic books and books. The utilization of

J
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such resources can have an impact not only for the acquisition of knowlege, but
also and of greater importance, for the development of proper attitudes and values.

The Resemrch Desimn

The subjects of the reaearch were given a four~-page checklist type question-
naire. Names of Indian students were obtmined from tne Junior High School Office
and placed on the questionnaire in advance. These were then given to their
Pnglish instructors who also selected two additional students at random for each
Indisn student in their c¢lasa. Most of this was done while that particular class
was workii.z on a research project in the library during the month of May, 1967.

The students were given as rmuch time as needed to complete the checklist.
Some asked to take them home and returned them the following day. Both the re-~
searcher and a teacher were present to evpiain or to answer any questions con-
cerning the checklist. The students ret .rned the completed forms to thedir
teachers. Fach was cnecked to see if a2ll items were understood.

Apnalysis of Data

- The data derived from the checklist-quastionnaire was recorded on siumple
charts and arranged according to the population of the study~---Indians and
Other Students. Because the purpose of the study was to determine the wvarious
interest patterns of students in their use of the various mass media as well as
a comparison of the Indian students with the others, no attempt was made to com~
pute percentages of difference in relation to the whole sample. By doing it this
wvay the study will prove more useful to the Junior High Faculty for study and
follow=up.

Assumrtions and Limitations

It was assumed that Junior High School students did have specific interests
as far as each media was concerned. It was assumed that all students used in the
sample were nonest in the indication of their interest choices and other data.

The research investigation is limited in the size of the sample as only
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102 students were used as subjects. A discrepancy will occur ovetween what the
student says he reads, listens or views on the questionnaire, and what he will
actually do when given the opportunity to sit down and pursue his interests in
any of the mediums. Another limitation to considexr ia the high rate of employ=
ment among Indiens in the Cloquet area and the resulting affluence of ths group
which would not be true, necessarily, of Indians in other arsas. It was also
surprising to the researcher that many of the students included gualified as
Indians due to knowledfle of their families or from their physical appearance.
RESULYS

Television

In the questionnaire three questions dealt with the medium of television.
One question dealt with the preferred types of subject matter in programs. A
three-choice approach was used to get some measure of intensity oz derth of
interest. For the purposes of this study no distinction was made as to first,
second or tuird choices although the students rated them as such.

Table Two. What are your favorite types of television programs? List your
first three choices.

OTHIZRS INDIAN GROUP ENTIRE GROUP
Grade 7 8 9 Spa Total 7 8 9 Sp. Tutal Total
Dramas 3 1 [o} [o] 4 1 1 0 ] 2 [
Variety Shows 6 6 6 0 17 3 2 3 0 8 25
Childrens Prog. O 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 o} 0 1
Comedy Series 16 7 7 1 31(2) 72 3 3 O 133) LL(2)
News &

Commentary 1 1 2 o] b 2 0 0 -0 2 6
Womens Day~

time Snovs 0] 0 1 0 1 (o} 1 0 0 1 2
Spectaculars 1 o] 1 o] 2 1 1 o o 2 4
Classical Music 1 0 1 0] 2 (o} 1 1 0 2 L
\iesterns ? 3 3 1 14 9 3 3 0 15(0 29
Cartoons 1 1 1 1 L 1l 0 0 0 1 5
Sports 11 4 6- 0 21 Ly 2 2 o0 £ 29
Science~Fiction 12 S 3 1 21 1 1 4 o L 29
Movies 15 9 11 1 36(1210 0 3 1 kg 50(1)
Hystery-

Suspense 15 b 5 0O 24(3) 5 & L 1 14D 38(3)
Religious 0 1 0 0 1 (0] 1 0 0 1 2
Panel & Game

Shows 2 0 2 0 L 2 1 0 1 L 8
Family

Situations 11 6 6 1 243 2 3 & 0 9 33

(&)
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From Table Two we are able to see some signiflcant differences between the
two groups studied. The interest choices of the Indian group were: First -
Westerns, Second - Movies and Mystery-Suspense, Third -~ Comedy Series such as
"I Love Lucy". The other students in the study listed Movies as their first
interest followed by Comedy Series and then Mystery-Suspense. For the entire
group the first three interest cholces were Movies, Comedy Series and Mystery-
Suspense.

Some of the major differences of interest can be seen in the following
categories: Sports, Science~-Fiction, Mystery~Suspense and Family Situatiocns.
The Indian group did not list these as major interests as readily as the other
group, This leads one to believe thelr socio-economic background may be a
factor in their choice.

In order to deftermire the extent of the televiaion medium uss by buth
groups this question was asked: About how much time do you spend watching
television during the day?

Table Three. About How Much Time do You Spend Watching Televieion During

the Day?
OTHER STUDENTS INDIANS ENTIRE GRUUP
Grade 7 8 9 Sp, Total 7 8 9  Sp. Total Total
l.ess than 1 Hr. 2 o) 3 1 6 2 0 1 © 3 9
About 1 Hr. 8 ) 6 1 21 1 4 1 O 6 27
More then 1 Hr. 22 10 9 O M1 13 4 72 1 25 66

Table Three shows that both groups spend more than one hour a day viewing
television programs. The Indian Group, in proportion to the other group,
answered that they spent more than an hour each day watching television by a
difference of 74 per cent to 60 per cent.

The last question asked was designed to find out the importance of the

area educational television station to these students.
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Table Four. How Often Do you Watch Progreme on Chaonnel 8, The Educational TV

Station?
OTHER STUDENTS INDIANS INTIRE GROUP
_ Grade i 8 9  Sp. Total 7.8 9 Sp. Total Total
Every Day 1 1 0 O 2 0O 0 0 o 0 2
Once or Twice
a Week 2 3 3 2 10 L, 2 1 1 8 18
Hardly Ever 29 12 15 __0 56 12 6 8 0 26 82

Both groups in Table Four definitely do not spend much time viewing EIV
on Channel 8. Eighty-two Students or 80 percent of the entire group hardly
ever watch programs on educational television.

Radio

Three queations were asked of the students on the medium of radic. The
same procedure was used in selecting choice of interest ag was done in the
television study.

Table "ive. What Are Your Favorite Types of Radio Programs? Idist Your First
Three Choices.

OTHER STUDENTS INDIANS ENTIRE GROUP
Grades 7 3 9 Sp. Total 7?7 8 G Sp. Total Total
Teen Music 31 15 17 2 65(1) 16 & 9 1 34{(1) 99(1)
Classical Music 13 2 5 o 20 4 3 3 0 10 20
News, Etc. 18 9 12 2 w2 9 3 6 0 18(2) s59(2)
Sports 17 6 10 1 34(3) 9 2 5 1 (3 513
Panel.
Discussions 2 3 1 o} 6 2 2 0 o L 10
Religious 0 1 2 1 4 -~ 0 0 1 2 6
Public Affeirs 9 8 7 0 24 b 6 2 0 12 36

Az was expected, teen music ranked first on both groupz® interest inventory.
Only thr=ze students did not list it as one of their three choices. News pro-
grems were second for hoth groups and both groups had the same choice for
third - sports. From one grade level to another the trend was almoat the same,
The second question asked the students how much time they spent with this
medium. In the opinion of the researcher it appears that radio is one of the

most popular media with this age level and one of the most accessible.
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Toble 3ix. About How NMuch Time Do You 5Spend Each Day Listening to the Radic?

OPIER STUDENTS INDIANS SNTIRE GROUP
Grade Vi 3 9_ Sp, Total 7 8 9 Sp, Total Total
Loss than 1 Hr. 17 b L 2 29 L3 12 5]
More than L Hr., 15 10 14 O 39 12 5 &5 0O 22 61

As can be seen from Table Six most students npend a great deal of time
listening to the 1adio. DBecause Table Five listed Teen Music as their first
interest it would be evident, that although much time is spent with radio, it
is probably serving as a background to some other activity they are pursuing.

Table Seven. Do You Have a Radio or Transistor Radio of Your Own?

OTHER STUDINTS INDIANS INTIRE GROUR
_ Grade 7 8 9 Sp, Total 7 & 9 Sp, Total Total
les 2l 16 17 1 55 11l 6 5 (o} 22 30
No 8 o 1 1 10 5 2 & 1 12 22

{. big factor in the popularity of the radio medium is due to the access~
ibility of each student to a radio. Again 80 per cent of the entire group
stated tnay owned a radio and gbout two-thirds of the Indian students have
radics of their own.

Movies

Only two main questions were asked of the students concerning their
interests and use of motion picutres. The students were told to consider their
choice of movies seen at a theater ond not those viewed on television, It
appears from the study that the motion picturs medium does noi involve as

much of the students® time as expected.
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Table Elght. What Are Your Favorite Types of Movies? Idst Your First Three

Choicosg.
OTHER STUDENTS TINDIANS ENTIRE GROUP
Grade 7 3] 9 Sp. Tctal 7 8 9 8p, Total Total
Animal Stories 3 1 1 0 5 3 2 1 0 6 11
Jungle Adventure 5 2 o] 2 9 2 0 1 1 5 14
Waxr 6 5 2 114 2 1 2 o0 5 19
Seien~e~Fiction 11 2 3 1 17(3) 5 2 4 90 9 26
Romence 5 0o 6 0 11 5 0 5 o0 w03 2
(lomedy 27 10 13 1 4a(1) 9 3 2 0O 1) s55(1)
Sports 3 1 2 1 ? 3 1 2 0 6 i3
Musicals 5 1 2 0 8 0 1 0 O 1 9
Spy-Suspense 16 5 6 o 27(2) 4 2 2 o 8 35(2)
Horror 1?7 6 4 o 27(2) 3 2 1 o ) 33(3)
Cars-Racing 3 8 6 0 17(3) 2 2 5 1 103y 27
Historical 2 0 0 0 2 i1 1 0 o 2 b
Teen & Family
Situations > 5 5 0 213 & 5 2 0o 12{2) 24
Westerns 3 3 0 0 6 6 2 0 1 ] 15
Religious C 0 2 0 2 0 O 0 0 0 2

A study of Table Eight shows that both groups ranked Comedy as their main
interest in movies. The Indian group rated Teen and Family Situastions as
their second choice while the other group listed two~-Spy-Suspense and Horror
movies-~as thair second most popular group. Rated third by the Indian group
were movies about Romance and Cars-Racing. The other group listed Science-
Piction ard Cars-Racing as their third cholice., For the entire group the first
three choices were: Comedy, Spy~Suspense and Horror. Again there was very
little difference in interests from one grade level to another.

It is interesting to note the differences in interests among the Indian
students when you look at Table Two which compared Television and this table.
Westerns rated as their mwost popular while movies on this table ranked Westerns
fifth in interest. Also television programs dealing with the family and its
probleme ranked rather low but just the opposite is true with movie interests.
A definite trend is developing awmong Indian student interests that show a lack

of interest in medium programc with some sort of wiolence connected with them.
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Table Nine., About How Often Do You Go to the MNovies?

OTHLR STULZNTS INDIANS ENTPIRS GRCUP
Grade 7 8 9 Sp, Total 7 8 9 sp, Total Total
Oneo a veek 11 6 2 l 20 9 3 0 1 13 33
Once & Month 10 7 7 0 24 2 2 4 o0 8 32
Seldom 11 3 8 1 2% 5 % 5 0 13 26

The above table shows a fairly even distribution as to attendance szt
movies on a regular basis with that group that attends seldom. It should be
noted nere that the local theater policy has been to vook a picture for a five
day run and tnis would be a factor in some students revorting as they did.
Newspapers

Three qguestions were asked of the students in this medium.. How often do
you read a newspaper? “hat newspapers do you read regularly? what section or
sections of the newspaper do you always read?

Table Ten. How Often Do You Read A Newspaper?

OTHIR STUDINTS INDIANS ENTIRS GROUP
Grade 7 8 9 Sp,Total 7 B 9 Sp, Total  Total
Almost Tvery o
Day 16 9 9 0 3k 5 4L 3 0 12 46
Several Days
& veek 5 5 9 0 17 2 2 6 0 10 27
About 1 Day
a Week 6 2 2 1 1L 72 2 0 1 10 21
Seldom or Never S L p 1 5 2 0 0 0 2 8

Nevspapers form a very important part of a student’s life as can be deter~
mined from Table Ten. All but eight students stated they read the paper some-
time during the week with most saying they read a newspaper regularly.

Table Lleven., What Newspapers Do You Read Regularly?

CTHUR STUDENTS INDIANS ENTIRL GROUP
Grade 7 8 9 Sp. Total 7 & 9 5p, Total Total

Cloquet Vidette

(ieekly) 16 7 10 2 35 9 4 3 0 16 51
Clocuet Pine

Knot (“eekly) 1k 9 10 0 33 8 4 4 o 216 4o
Sither Duluth

Paper (Daily) 22 11 18 0 47 8 6 9 1 24 71
Either Mpls.

(Paily) 9 6 5 0 20 L 1 2 o 7 27
Other __ 0 0 1 o] 1 & 0 0 0 0 1

(9
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The above table was intended to show the accessibility of various types of
newgpapers in the homes of students. It is interesting to note most read the
local newspaper and about 70 per cent read the Duluth newspapers which represent
8 large city and deals with area news. The Minneapolis papers were read by 21
per cent of the Indian group and 29 per cent of the other students., All students
are exposed to a newspaper in one of these categories.

Table Twelve, What Section or Sections of the Newspaper Do You Always Read?
List Three Choices.

OTHER STUDENTS INDIANS ENTIRE GROUP
(irade 7 8 9 Sp. Total 7?7 8 9 Sp. Total Total
Comics 23 15 10 3 50{1) 15 5 & 1 27(1) ?77(1)
Sports 12 7 6 o0 25(3) & 1 & o 9 3h
Local News 12 & 972 2 25(3) 3 5 4 o0 12 37(3)
National News ? L L 0O 15 1 1 1 o 3 18
Foreign News 3 3 2 0] 8 0 1 o O 1 9
Society 2 1 o o 3 0O 0 ¢ 0 0 3
Editorials 1 1 2 (o} L 1 1 0 (o} 2 6
Feature Columns 4 5 7 1 17 2 2 4 o0 3 25
Advertisements & 0 2 o] H 3 2 0 1 6 12
TV~Radio-Movie
Guides 9 2 3 1 15 il 1 2 1 15(3) 30
Front Page 16 8 1o o0 34(2) 8 5 6 0 19(2) 532}

As was expected Comics ranked firat in interest by both groups in their
pewepaper reading and both listed the Front Page as the second choice but the
Indian group listed the TV-Radio-Movie Guides as their third choice to the
other groups choice of Sports and Local News.

Magazines

The siludents were asked four questions concerning msgazines. What magazines
do you read regularly? What magazines are subscribed to in your home? Estimate
the amount of time spent each week reading magazines. Yhat are your favorite
types of magazines? Only Table Thirteen will be concerned with magazines and
will answer the last question.

In answer to the first two questions, '"What magazines do you read regularly
and what magazines are subscribed to in your howe?", there was much repetition
of titles listed. Thirty-five different magszine titles were listed by the

11
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students as heing read regularly with Life, Time and Post being listed the most.

These three plus Look appeared most on the lists subacribed to in the howme. All
102 students listed at least three magazines in answering these two juestions.
on the list of titles subscribed to in the homes there were 37 different titles

mentioned. Outside of Boys Life, American Girl, Co-ed and Mad all listed were

of an adult interest level unless you would include Motor Trvend and Hot Rod in
this category. It is apparent 1t students do read the magazines that come
into their homes.

The time spent reading magazines for all groups were listed at abouf one
hour per week. The range of times spent reading magazines was from one-half
hour pexr week to a hiph of eight hours. Abcut 30 perccent of the sample spent
approximately two hours per week. Ten per cent spent more than two hours
per weeko

Table Thirteen. What Are Your Favorite Types of Magazines? List First Three

Choices,
OTiHzR STUDLHTS INDIANS ENTIRE GROUP
Grade 2 8 9 Sp. Total 7 B 9 5p, Total Total
Hunting &

Fishing 15 5 5 1 26{2) & 1 3 o0 8 34(3)
Science &

Mechanics 5 1 1 0 7 0 1 1 0 2 9
Movie & Theater 3 3 2 0 8 4 2 o0 1 7 15
Romance 5 o] b o] 9 L 1 1 o 6 15
Sports 13 2 4 1 20 4 1 2 0 7 27
Detective &

Mystery 5 1 1 o] 7 8§ 1 1 1 1uL) 18
Science-Fiction 6 4 0 1 11 0O 2 2 o0 4L 15
Homemaking 3 L 7 o 1k 2 1 5 0 8 22
Cars & Cycles 4 5 3 o 12 2 1 3 0 6 18
News{Time, Etc.) 5 2 2 0 9 1 1 o0 O 2 11
Pictorial (Life,

Etco) 7 5 13 0O 25(3) 3 2 5 0 10(2) 35(2)
Religious o) o) 1 0] 1l 0 ¢ 0 ©° 0 1l
Jestern 1 0 0 1 2 5 0 0 1 6 8
Adventure 5 4 0 1 10 1 2 0O O© 3 13
General Story 3 1 3 0 ? i 3 3 0 7 1k
Humor 16 12 9 1 381y 6 2 1 © 9(3) b(1)
Literary 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1

The variation of interests from one tyve of magazine to another is relatively

small among the Indian students with the top three interest types being Detective

(1)
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and Mystery, Pictorial and Humor. Humor ranked fMrst among the other students
followed by Hunting and Filshing and then the Pictorisl magazines follawed
closely by Sports. 411 others were of much lesser imporiance, Also, there is
a correlation with their interest choices on this table with the answers to
the first two questions. Life and Look were received in the homes and overall
they ranked as the second most important interest group.
Comic_ PBooks

Although not a form of mass wedia in the techniczl sense and one area
that would better fit in under magazines is the comic book which is being treated
separately in this study. Many teachers believe this age group to be quite in~
volved with the use of comic books. Three questions were asked. Do you read
them regularly? Do you buy them or borrow them? What type do you read?

Table Fourteen. Do You Read Comic Books Regularly?

OTHER STUDENTS INDIANS ENTIRE GROUP
Grade ? 8 9  Sp. Total 7 8 9 Sp. Total Total
Yea 5 2 0 0 7 8§ 0o 1 1 10 17
No ag i 318 2 61 & 8 8 0 24 85
Table Fifteen. Do You Buy Them or Borrow Them?
OTHER STUDENTS INDIANS ENTIRE GROUP
Grzde 7 8 9 Sp. Total 72 8 9 S8p. Total Total
Buy 15 ? 5 1 28 m 2 1 18 ke
Borrow 10 6 8 . 25 3 3 6 0 12 37

From Table Fourteen it can be seen that comic books are not read regularly
by the majority of the sample. In proportion the Indian group stated they read
them regularly more than the other students. When it came to obtaining comic
books most students buy them rather than horrow. About 19 students did not
answer this question because it did not pertain to them. MHany students listed
Mad Magagine as one of their favorltes under magazines. This particular maga-
zine could or would qualify as a comic book in many respects but no distinction
was made bei re the questionnalre was distributed. It was consldered as a

humor magazine.

13
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Table Sixteen., What Type of Comics Do You Read? List First Three Choices.

OTHER STUDENTS INDIANS ENTIRE GROUP
Grade Vi 8 9 Sp, Total 7 8 9 Sp, Total Total
Hystery 19 8 5 2 33}1)10 5 2 1 18(2) 52(2)
Adventure 20 8 [ 1 332)10 4 6 1 21(1) 54(1)
Crime Stories 11 3 3 o 17 ?7 1 1 O 9 26
How=to=do

Comics 0 0 1 2 3 2 1 1 o b ?
Comic Hero Type 15 g ? o 30(3) & 2 & 1 15(3) 45(3)
About Boys &

Girls 9 4 6 0 19 3 5 5 0 13 32
Classical 3 2 5 0o 10 1 1 1 o 3 13
Religious 1 0 1 i 3 O 0 0 © 0 3
About People 8 5 7 0 20 3 2 3 0 8 28

The first three choices of both groups were the same but not uecessarily
in the same order. HMystery, Adventure and Comic Hero type comics rated tops
for the entire group.

Books

The last of the mass media to be studied are books. In this study text-
books were not considered. The questions asked were designad to not only
find out the students' interests but also to check on where they obtained
these materials. Of special interest was whether or not students made much
use of paperbacks and about how much time they spent using this media.

Table Seventeen. Lstimate the amount of time spent reading books (not text-
books) each day.

OTHER STUDENTS INDIANS ENTIRE GROUP
Crade Vi 8 9 Sp. Total 7 8 6 Sp, Totsl Total
Less Than N
1 Hour 11 6 12 2 = 5 2 9 © 16 4o
About 1 Hour 14 8 2 0o 24 10 4 o0 1 15 39
More Than
1 Hour 6 2 L 0 12 1 2 0 0 ] 15

It is evident from Table 17 that the students do not spend much time
reading books each day as only 15 students stated they read vooks more than
one hovr per day. Almost half of the Indian group spent less than one hour

on books.

(13)
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Table Eighteen. Do You Buy Your Cwn Paperback Books to Read?

OTHER STUDENTS INDIANS ENTIRE GROUP
Grada 7 8 9  Sp., Total 7 8 9 Sp, Total Total
Yea 2L 12 10 0 43 10 5 3 0O 18 61
No 10 [N b 2 20 5 2 6 1 1k 3y

Table Nineteen. Where Do You Obtaln Moat of Your Books to Read?

OTHER STUDENTS TNDIANS ENTIRE GROUP
Grade 7 8 9 8p. Total 7 8 9 Sp. Total Total

Public Library 5 2 5 0 12 2 2.0 0 & 16
School Library 4 7 3 0 17 2 1 5 1 9 26
Buy Your Own 11 10 6 1 28 8 5 1 0 1 42
Borrow from

Friends 2 3 6 1 12 i 3 5 © 9 2%
Gifts 2 1 0 0 3 2_0 3 0 5 8

Both Table 18 and 19 show a relationship as to where students obtain
theix books to read. Hore than hzalf of all of the students stated they pur-~
chased their own peperbacks which may account for buying your own on Table 19
being the main source for the obteining of books to read. The School Library
is the second most important source of supply. It has been observed that very
few Indian students make uge of the Public Library and this question also
bears out this fact.

Table Twenty. What Are Your Favorite Types of Books to Read? List First
Three Choices.

OTHER STUDENTS INDIAUS ENTIRE GROUP
Grade 7 8 9  So, Total 7 8 9 Sp, Total Total
Popular Fiction

(Best Sellers ) 11 5 6 0 22(2) L 2 3 0 9 31(3)
Mysteries 16 2 6 1 25(1) 9 4 4 1 18(1) 43(1)
Biographies 9 7 L 0 20 y 2 5 0 11 31(3)
Adventure 9 7 4 1 21(3) 5 4 4 1 1k(2) 35(2)
Historical

Fiction 5 2 2 0 9 1 0 0 o0 1 10
How=To-Do--I%

Books 2 1 2 0 5 1 1 2 © & 9
Science~-IMiction 7 3 L 1 15 2 1 2 © 5 20
Sports 11 2 5 1 19 4 1 2 o0 Vi 26
Teen Romance 7 5 ? 1 21(3) 5 3 2 0 10{3) 31{3)
Careers 3 2 1 0 6 1 2 0 o0 7 9
Non-Fiction L 3 L 0O 1n 2 0 1 o0 3 14
Animals L 1 1 3 7 3 0 2 O 5 12
Short Stories 6 7 5 o 18 2 2 1 1 6 2b
Dramas 0 0 1 0 1 1 1 o o 2 3
QOther L b ) 0 5 > 1 0 © L 9
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The above table shows that groups of students chose Mysteries as their
first interest with Adventure and Teen Romance following close behind. There
is a big difference among grade lewels with Grade Seven making the big impact
on the Other Students group. Among the Indian group the differences in inter-
ests are not as prominent.

SUMMARY OF STUDENT EVALUATIONS OF MEDT'IMS

In order to have each student evaluate their responses made on each wmediunm
separately, five questions were asked of them in which they had to compare
each medium with the entire field. The responses here should bear out and
support the data stated previcusly.

Table Twenty-one. Which of the Mediums Reviewed iould You Miss the Most If
You Had to Do Without it?

OTHER STUDZENTS INDIANS ENTIRE GROUP
Grade 7 8 9 Sp. Total 7?7 8 9 Sp. Total Total
Books 5 4 1 0 10 3 1 0 0 4 1k
Magazines 1 0 1 0 2 0 1 0 0 1 3
Newspapers 3 0 0 0 3 1 0 0 2 1 4
Television 15 10 6 2 33 8 3 4 1 16 te]
Radio 3 2 9 o 14 4 2 3 0 9 23
Movies 2 0 1 o] 3 0O 0 2 o 2 5
Comic Books 2 0 0 0 2 (o) 1 0 0 1l 3

Without a doubt television is the most important medium in the lives of
these students. Radio and Books rank second and third.

Table Twenty~two. Which of These Mediums Do You Spend the Most Time Per Week
in Viewing, otc.?

OTHER STUDENTS INDIANS ENTIRE GROUP
Grade i 8 9 Sp. Total 7 8 9 Sp. total Total
Books 5 L 1 0 10 2 1 0 © 3 13
Magazines 1 0 0 0 1l i 1 0O O 2 3
Newspapers 1 o] 1 o] 2 0O 2 2 o0 b 6
Television 17 8 v 2 24 8§ 2 3 1 14 i8
Radio 5 L 8 o 17 5 2 L 0 il 28
Movies (o} (o} (o} 0 (0] (o} (o] (0] 0 (o} (o}
Comic Books 0 ] 0 0 0 0O 0 0 o 0 0

Table 22 bears out the seuwe facts as in Table 21 ~-- Television gets the

most use followed by Radio and Books

(15)
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Table Twenty-three. Which of These Mediums Do You Learn the Most From?

OTHER STUDENTS INDIANS ENTIRE GROUP
Grade 7.8 9 5p. Total ? 8 9 Sp, Total Total
Booka 11 7 2 2 22 4 1 o0 1 6 20
Magazines 6 1 by 0 1 3 2 1 O 6 17
Newspapers 9 b4 6 0 19 3 4 5 0 1 31
Television 2 4 5 0 1 3 1 1 o 5 16
Radio b4 1 3 0 8 3 0 2 © 5 13
Movies o} o} 0 o} o} O 0 0 © 0 o}
Comic Books 0 0 & 0 Q o0 o o 0 0

In answering this question the Indlan students felt they learned more
from newspapers while the other group stated books taught them more. Magazines
and television ranked next as mediums from which the students felt they learned.

Table Twenty-four. Which of These Mediums Do You Depend On For Relaxation?

OTHER STUDENTS INDIANS ENTIRE GROUP
Grade ? 8 9 Sp., Total 7 & 9 Sp. Total Total
Books 2 L 1 0 ? 2 1 G 0 % 10
Magazines 3 1 0 o0 & 1 0 1 0 2 &
Newspapers 1l o o Q 1 0 0 O O o 1
Television 15 4 7 1 27 5 L 4 1 1k 41
Radio 8 6 10 1 25 8 3 &4 0 15 4o
Movies 3 1 o] o} L 0O 0 o0 O o} L
Comic Books 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 QO 0

There was very little difference between the two groups and considering
the entire group as to which medium they depended on foxr relaxation. Tele-
vision and Radio were their first choices followed by Books.

Table Twenty-five. How Important Are the Various Mediums to Your Personal

Welfare?
OTHER STUDENTS INDIANS ENTIRE GROUP
Grade 7 8 9 Sp. Total 7?7 8 9 Sp, Total Total
Very Little 1 1 1 (o} 3 0 0 1 0 1 [
Average 22 10 12 1 45 1L 72 & o a2 67
Very Much _ 9 5 5 1 20 A 1 & 1 10 20

Most of the students considered the various mess media of average impor-
tance to thelr personal welfare. Approximately one-third of them stated they
were very important to their welfare. This same percentage holds through for
each group treated separately.

Of the vaxrious mass media surveyed in this study it .s evident that

17
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Television, yadio and books rank as the most important mediums as to popularity
and the amount of daily uvse. This : .y be true due to their availability to
all students and to the variety esch presents to the student. One reqguires
viewing, one listening and of course with books, it is reading. Dach is no
doubt more vractical for each student at different times of the day.
SUMMARY

The study was designed to compare the various mass communication interests
and use of students attending Cloquet Junior High School. It was also de~
signed to find out if there is a significant interest difference among the
Indian students as compared to the other students in the school in each of the
media and also by grade level. The following table summarizes the first three
interest choices in order of rank for bLoth groups as well as for the entire

sample in each of the mass media.

18
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Table Twenty-six.

Sumnary of Mass Mediu Interests.

Listed by Rank for Bach

Group.
MEDIA OTHER STUDENTS INDIANS ENTIRE SAMFLE
Televiasion Movies Westerns Movies
Comedy Series (Movies Comedy Series
(Myatery-Suspense {Mystery-Suspense Mystery-Suspense
(Family Situations Comedy Series
Radio Teen Music Teen Music Teen Music
News Nevs News
Sports Sports Sports
Movies Comedy Comedy Comedy
(Spy=Suspense Teens & Family Spy-Suspense
{Horror Situations Horror
Cars~Recing (Romance
(Science-Fiction (Cars-Racing
Newapapers Comics Comil.cs Comi.cs
Front Page Front Page Front Page
(Sports TV-Radio~Movies Tocal News
(Local News Guidea
Magazines Humor Detective & Mystery HRumoyr
Hunting & Fishing Pictorial Pictorial
Pictorial Bumor Hun¥ing & Fishing
Comic Books Mystery Adventure Adventure
Adventure Mystery Mystery
Comi.c Herc Type Comic Hero Type Comic Hero Type
Books Mysteries Mysteries Mysteries
Popular Fiction Adventure Adventure
{Adventure Teen Romence (Popular Fiction
(Teen Romance (Biographies

{Taen Romance

From a study of Table 26 as well as reviewing the previous tables it is

evident except in teievision choices and magazines that both the Iadiar students

and the others were very close in theixr interest choices.

Three interest

patterns are evident which are (&) adventure, {b) private Jife and (c) educational.

Among the interests that vould come under the heading of adventure are mysteries,

suspense, scienca~fiction, cars-racing, westerns and detective stories.

The

private life interest pattern would include the categories of romance, humor,

teen and family situvations, comedy series, comics and hunting and fishing.

last interest pattern, educational, has these:

19
(18)
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and mechanics, homemaking, bilographies and sports. In the order of their
importance as listed by the students in this study they are first, Adventure;
second, Private Life; third, Educational.

Examination of individual categories revealed certain trends related to
grade differences ard between the two groups. Within the adventure puattern the
Indian group showed & definite preference for westerns and detective stories
while the other group preferred science~fiction, suspense and mysteries to a
greater degree. aAlthough the degree of change from one grade level %o another
was small a trend was developing among the Ninth Graders towards private life
and educational patterns of interest. This is also evident but to a lesser
degree among the Indian students.

The amount of time devoted to each media was directly in relation to the
importance each student placed on it. Those students that preferred books w.uld
naturally devote more time to reading them than to viewing television or just
listening to the radio. Another reason radio programs and teen music in general
were popular is the possibility that the students could be carrying on some
other activity at the same time. Television, radio, and books ranked in that
order of preference among the forms of mass communications and the fulfillment
of student use and interests. As would be expected students stated they learn
the most from newspapers, books and magazines in that order.

The small number of students used in this study makes it difficult to
apply any scientific method of evaluation tnat would be meaningful. This study
has substantiated the fact that the interests of Indian students do vary in
many respects from those of other students. This factor snould be taken in
to account by both teachers and librarians working in such a situation.
Materials that will involve all students including the Indian students snould
be taken into consideration when developing programs for this age level. It
arpears from this study that more sophisticated subjects may be used by teachers

at this level and also they shculd make use of all media to a greater extent.

(19
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it is the feeling of this researcher that the bypolheseg listed at the
beginning of this study are correct. There is a definite pattern of interest
among each of the media surveyed in Grades Seven through Nine at Cloquet Junior
High School., There is a significant interest difference among the Indian
students as compared to the other students in each media with some exceptions.
There is little difference in the amount of time spent in the use of each
media by all groups. There is very little change in the patlierns of interest
at sach grade level whether it be Indian or the entire group in general. It
is hoped that this study will prove useful to the improviement of offerings

for students attending the Cloquet Junior High School in future years.

(20)
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INPLREST INVENTORY MASS CONMUIICANIONS MASITS AND YAS1ES

NAME BOY GIRL
GRADE (CIKCLI ONT) 7th 8th 9th

University of Minnesota Library School
Graduate Research Project

THROUGHOUT T:I5 INTERGST INVONTORY, CHACK ONLY THOSE ITSEMS THAT BioT DEUCRIBE
YOUR OWN INTLRHSTS.

Television

Ao About how muck time do you spend watching television during the day?
Less than 1 Hour
About 1 Hour
More than 1 Hour

B. What are your favorite types of television programs? List your first three
choices by using the ranking ~ 1, 2, 3.

Dramas
Variety Shows

(Ed Sullivan, etc.)
Childrens Programs
Comedy Series

(I Love Lucy, etc.)
News & Commentary
womens Daytime Shows
Spectaculars N
Classical Music
wWesterns
Cartoons
Sports
Science~Fiction
Movies
Mystery-Suspense
Religious
Panel & Games Shows
Family Situations

{My 3 Sons, etc.)

Co How often do you watch programs on Channel 8, The Educational TV station?
Every Day
Once or twice a week
Hardly ever

Radio

As About how much time do you spend each day listening to the radijio?
Less than 1 Hour
More than 1 Hour

B, Do you have a radio or transistor ra.io of your own?

Yes
No
Co vhat are your favorite types of radio programs? List your firast three choices

by using the ranking - 1, 2, 3.
Teen Music
Classical Music
News,; etco
Sports
Panel Discussions
Religious
Public Affairs

22



Movies

A, About how often do you attend the movies? Once & Weelk

Page Two

e

Once a Month
Seldom

<

B. VWhat are your favorite types of movies? Liast your first three choicea - 1, 2, 3,

Newspagqu

A.  How often do you read a newspaper?

Animal Stories
Jungle Adventure
War
Science~Fiction
Romance
Comedy
Sports
Musicals
Spy~Suspense
Horror
Cars-Racing
Historiegal
Teen-Family
Situations
Westerns
Religiouse

Almost Every ay
Several Days a Wk.
About 1 Day a Week
Seldom or Never

B. What newspapers do you read regularly? Check.

Cloquet Vidette
News Graphj.c-

Pine Knot
Either Duluth Paper
Eilther Mpls. Paper
Other (Name)

Co Which gection or sections of the newspaper do you alwaya read? List by using

the ranking - 1, 2, 3.

Comic Books
A. Do you read them regularly? Yes

Comics

Sports

Local News

National News

Foreign News

Society

Fditorials

Feature Columns

Advertisements

TV-Radio-Movie
Guides

Front Page

No

B. Do you buy them or borrow them? Buy

Boryow

C. What tyge of comics do you read? List choices in order of preference - 1, 2, 3.

23

Mystexy

Adventure

Crime Stories

How=to~do Comics

Comic Hero Type

Comic Strips about
Boys & Girls

Classical

Religious

Comic Strips about:
people




Fapm Three

Magazines
As What magazines do you read regularly? 1.

2 .

3 o
B. «hat magazines are subscribed to in your home? (Name only 3)

1,

2.

3
C. ZLstimate the amount of time spent each week reading magazines:

. About hours-

D. Yhat are your favorite types of magazines? List first 3 choices using 1, 2,3.

Hunting & Fishing

Science & Mechanics

Movie & Theater

Romance

Literary

Sports

Detective & Mystery

Science=Fiction

Homemaking

Cars & Cycles

News (Time, etc.)

Pictorial (Life, etc.)

Religious

Western

Adventure

General Story

Humox

Books

A, Gstimate the amount of time spent in reading books {not text books) each day:
Less then an hour
About one hour
More than an hour

B. Do ycu buy your own paperback books to read? Yes No

C. Where do you obtain most of your books to read?
Public Library
School Library
Buy your own
Borrow from friends
Gifts

D, vwhat are your favorite types of books to read? List first 3 choices - 1, 2, 3o
Popular Fiction (Best Sellers)

Mysteries
Biographies
Adventure Stories
Historical Fiction
How~-to-do it books
Science-Fiction
Sports

Teen Romance
Careers
Non=Fiction
Animals

Short Stories
Dramas

Other (List)
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X, Which of the mediums reviewed would you miss most if you had to do without it?
Iist in ordey - first three - 1, 2, 3.

Books
Magazines
Newspapers
Television
Radio
Movies
Comic Books

B, Which of these mediums do you gpend the most time per week in viewing, etc.?

Books
Magazines
Newspapers
Television
Radi.o
Movies
Comic Books.

€. Which of these mediuvms do you learn the most from?

D. Which ¢f these wediums do you devend on most for relaxation?

E. How impcrtani are the various mediums to your personal welfare?

Very little
Average
Very much
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INTRODUCTION

The Problem and the Purpose

As a requirement for this Master of Arts Degree in Library Scilence the author

of this paper did a study of The Mass Communication Interests Among Cloguet Junior

High School Students. In this study he compared the interests of Indian snd

Non-Indian students in the various Mass Communication Mediums. 1t was hoped in
this present study to get a more complete picture of student interests throughout
the State of Mihnesota and thereby being of some use to librarians and teachers
working with Indian children in Minnesota Junior and Senior High Schools.
The Sample
The subjects for this paper were students from the following Minnesota schoolis

serving various Indian reservations:

1. Walker Jr. and Sr. High School

2o Cook Counvy High School of Grand Marais

3. Clocuetl Senjior High School

L, St. Paul Johnson High School
A quantity of gquestiounaires were sent to variocus participants in the Library
Services Institute for Minnesola Indians with the hope that a thorcugh and more
meaningful inventory of Irdian student®s mass communication interests could be
compiled. The four schools listed were the only schools that co-operated by
returning their guestionnaires. It is regrettable that we do not have any date
from Mahnomen, Waubin, Red Lake, Park Rapids, Orr; Minneapolis and Duluth.

Reservations represented in the study are Grand Portage, Leech Lake, and Fond

du Lac as well as the urban Indian group in St, Paul. Bacause of the small sample
(36 students) conclvsions concerning a definite pattern or patterns of interest
can not be made. The returns in this study do give us a little comparison of the
ﬁrban Indian with his counterpart on a remote rasservation such as Grand Portage.
Another comparison 1s possible between the more affluent Indian on the Fond du Lac

Reservation with the less endowed Indian of the ILeech Lake Reservation.

28



Analysis of Data

No attempt will be made to draw conclusions from the data stated in the follow-
ing pages due to thelr limitatiom in number. It will be left to the reader to use
the data as he sees it and to interpret it sccordingly. The present questionnajire
wns altered to bring it up-to-date with presernt programs and other changes ia the
mess media. New subjects were added to make it more meaningful to the Indian
student. This i8 very evident in the data om book interests. The subject of

Indians ranked third in their interests in this medim.

ENTIRE GROUP

School Boys _ Girls Total
Walker b 3 7
Grand Marais 10 7 1?7
Cloguet 4 2 6
St. Paul Johnson 2 4 3
Totals 20 16 36
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Table 2, Hadio

Pavordte Types

of Programs

ALY Behools  Tyne of Program Viglker Grand Mayals = Cloguet St. Paul Johneen
55 Teen Music 7 17 S &
) Claseicel Music 0 5 o) 1
15 Sporits 3 6 3 3
1 Religious 1 0 0 O
2 Public Affairs R 0 G 1
{2) 29 Country-Western Music & 1k 5 L
(3) 17 lievs 3 3 2 iy
Lo you bave your owe radiof?
Bl Veg 6 15 5 5
5 He 3 2 1 1
Jhovs how wuedh time do you apead each day listening to the radio?
11 Less than 1 Houwr 0 10 G 1
10 1 « 2 Hours L 2 3 1
{1} 153 Move than 2 Hours 3 5 3 &
¥When do you usually listen to the redio?
) Yhile working 2 0 1 1
5 Doing home work 0 h 0 1
9 Bzdtime 3 3 2 1
(1) 18 Releoing 2 10 3 %
O
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Table 3. Motion Pictvres (Movies)

Pavorite Types of Movies

ALL Sohwols JMalkey Gieahyd Marais  Cloguet S¢. Faul Johusgon

3 9] 2 0 b

& 0 b 0 0

{2) 12 1 5 2 L
(B 1% > 3 2 3
) 4 b 0 1

i 0 1 ¢ ]

5 2 6 1 0]

2 1 1 o Q

5 itvatioce 2 1 1 1

9 1 3 4 1

G 0 0 C 0]

10 o ki 5 2 2

& xpy*bu se 2 4 1 1

(1) 1% Comedy % b i 3
{(3) 11 Qutdoor Adventure i 8 1 1

How often 3o you go to the movies? (Mot those on TV)

2 Weaklyr 1 ¢ 1 0

1L Monthly L 5 1 1

(1) 23 &eldom 2 12 L 5

Mo fellowing motices were listed as the best movie each siudent had seen.

Buteh Cassidy £ the Sun Dance Kid (2)
e Wer Commands 5
Jhontd Dome
Midnight Cowboy
The Lewyer
Paint Your Wagon (21
Bullet (3)
Love Bug
The Games
Two on a Guillotine
Grand Priz
‘ King ef the Griszlies
Ponay Gixrl
Darby 09Gill and the Iditle Peopls
Tirue Grit
Shenandoah

™

Numbaer in paventhesis dndicate the aunmber of times this movie was listed.
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Sections of the Newspaper Read

All Scnools  Section of the Newspaper Walker Grand Marais  Cloguef St. Paul Jdolhuoon

13 Macional News & 5 1 3
(2) 20 L0cal News s 8 2 5
1 Foroign Neus O 0 0 A
3 Sociaety Page e 0 1 0
5 Editorials 0 1 2 0
E) Peature Columns 0 & v 1
(1) 29 Comics b 13 o 6
(3) 16 Sports & g 3 1
g Advertiscemonts 0 L O 3
12 Nadic-Movie~TV Guides 2 7 3 0
How often do you read a newspaper?
20 Brory 3 5 b 5
a Z ey 3 times g week 2 5 1 1
? Seldom or never 2 & 1 0
Whot newsyavers do you read regularly?
17 Weekly « Local or Hometown 3 8 g, 3
20 Large City Daily 6 7 b 3
5 Swell City Daily o] & i 0
0 Other o 0 0 0

O
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