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PREFACH

Fducation is one of ten mador areas which studies have
indicated are of oreat interest to todav's vouth. To pro-
vide a vz2hicle hv which students could nresent their views,
the Fducation Task ¥orce was established as mart of the
White House Conference on Youth. The followina advisorv
renort is an attempnt hy the task force to vresent an ovexr-
view of the oroblems in education concernino today's vouna
neonle.

The twelve task force members renresent diverse back-
arounds anc¢ educational interests. Durinco the three task
force meetinas, each member voiced his view of what he felt
to be the aocals of education, the failures of the present
educational svstem, and the reforms needed in the schools

and colleaes.

-~ Accordina to Yohn Charles Thomas, Youth Co-
Chairman of the task force and President of the
Black Students for Freedom, racism is still very
much a nrohiem and must be eradicated from the
schools. John Charles, who is a student at the
University of Virainia, Assistant to the Governor
of Virainjia, and a member of the Governor's
Commission on Children and Youth, is also emnhatic
about the need to recruit larae numbers of black
students to «olleaes and universities.

-- Lynda rord, a former beautician who serves as
the Delaware State President of the Vocationzl
Industrial Clubs of America, araued, "Vocational
education can't be terminal... There should be no
ace reaguirements to cet into a course. People
should be able to attend classes whenever they want,
not just between 8:90 a. . and 3:00 p.m. and from
September to June.

ERIC T

o o e 3



(ADVISORY TASK FORCE REPORT TO THE WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON YOUTH)

-~ Por Sterhen Kastnevr, a junior bhish school
student in Torneka, Kansas, vho is confined
to a wheelchair, schools need to zlter scme of
their facilities so that handicapred students
can attend classes and narticivate in activities
with other students. Steve also feels handi-
canned students or their rarents should be on
state hoards of education and educational
councils because they are the ones vho "reallv
know vhat the nroblems are.”

-- Michael raranzini, a student at 2t. Louis
UUniversitv, Missouri, and a member of the Board
of Directors of Proiect 21, a nroject snonsored
bv the Danforth ¥oundation for desionina the
university of the twentv-first century, is
extrermelyv interested in devel mina relevant
courses for students in both secondary schools
and colleaqes. Mike also feels stronaly that
students should be renresented on educational
aovernina boards.

-- Billie Kurumaiji, who is a hiah school senior
in pinuba, California, and who nlans tc attend
a junior collede next vear, believes, "The schools
need to imnrove counselina, They (counselors)
should be available to all students, not ijust hiah
ranking ones who intend to «o on to the university."

-~ Mrs. Susan Albertson, a high school Enclish
teacher in the Centerville, South Dakota, vublic
schools, feels that peonle have to decide what
kind of schoolsthey want before they can decide
what teachers should he like. Sue is also extreme-
ly interested in teacher preparation and feels
that most of the courses she took in colleqe did
not prepare her for the classroom situation as
she found it.

-- ¥or Christina Vega, a firet year law student at
UCLA, who will be workina for CRLA this comineo
summer, neorle throughout the country, especially
those in the Easc., should learn about the problems
confrontina Mexican-American students in the South-
west. Chris who is from Rosemead, California, feels
that curricula should be developed to meet the
special needs of Chicanos.
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-~ Accordina to Philio Jackson, a dron-out from
Philadelnhia, Pennsylvania, who is involved in
a oroaram to improve vouth-rolice relations and
to nrovide recreational facilities for junior
hiah school students, drop-ouis need to have
some place to oo if they chancoe their minds and
dz2cide they want to ce’ more education, some-
nlace where peonle don't look down on them.
Philin sugaested mini schools as an examnle.

~-- Robben Fleminc, Adult Co-Chairman and President
of the University of Michican, exnressed his
concern with the oresent financial crisis which
is affectinc all institutions of hicher educa-
tion.

-~ Stanly Thomas, Deputy Assistant Secretary for
Youth and Student Affairs for the Department of
Health, Education, and telfare, noted that some-
times tenure for teachers and nrofessors has
caused schools and colleaes to stacnate.

-~ The Honorable William Clay, Conaressman from St.
Louis, Missouri, who is a memher of the House of
Peoresentatives Education Committee, commented
that schools need to find wavs to demonstrate to
the oublic what they are accomplishing.

-- Dr. Gordon McAndrew, Sumerintendent of Schools,
ary, Indiana, noted that communities need to
ur.derstand what is hanpenina in their schools
so that they are willing to suonort chances,
esvecially those which involve areiter freedom
for students.

Task force members also comvlained akout the necessitv
of agrades and nrereouisites both for admittance to colleqge
and agraduation from it, and they araued for interdisciplinary
courses and permission to take classes in both academic and
vocational proarams.

It seemed that the chanaes which needed to be made in

the schools were innumerable. However, upon closer scrutinv
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task force members recocnized a pattern in their demands.
Most of the tomics which they had been discussinag apneared
to fall into three major areas of concern: the need for
equal educational onvortunity, relevant educational systems,
and student varticipation in educational aovernanc:, Three
other tonics awpeared to renuire special attention: the
problems facina exceptional students, the nroblems facina
the drop-out and potential dron-out, and the need to vnro-
vide teachers with hetter prevaration.

The orosnect of making recommendations concernina these
six areas of concern seemed immossible., To acauire assistance,
the task force recvuested six nationally known educators to
write position wapers concerning the tonics. Three members
of the Berkeley California Research and Pevelonment Center
.n Higher Education, Drs. Harold L. Hodokinson, XK. Patricia
Cross, and Warren Bryan Martin, wrote papers concerninco
student participation in the educational decision-makina
process, edquality of educational onnortunity, and relevance
of educational systems resvectively. Because of the vastness
of the latter toric, Dr. Edward Josevh Shoben of Everareen
State College, Olymnia, Washinaton was also requested to
write a paper on relevance. Dr. Raymond C. Hummell of the
University of Pittsburgh Learninag Regsearch and Development
Center wrote the paver on the problems tacing the drop-out

and Dr. FEvelyn Deno of the Council for Excentional Children



(ADVISORY TASK FORCE REPORT TO THE WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON YOUTH)

wrote the vaner on the nroblems facina the excertional
student. 1In addition to these ravers, task force members

relied on Charles Silberman's book, The Crisis in the

Classroom, as well as on a larce number of articles,
memoranda and studies concerned with recent educational
develovpments.

Task force members also attempted to study the
attitudes of youna neople toward education to obtain the
views of as manv neonle as nossible. They relied o: two
yvouth attitude surveys conducted bv the wWhite House
Conference as well as recent remorts by students on
education and renorts from youth conferences beina held
across the country. Durino the months of December and
Januarv, the task force, in cooneration with the Future
Teachers of America (FTA), reouested FTA clubs across the
country to hold meetings to which other students would be
invited and to make recommendations concernina the three
major areas of concern.

The followino advisory renort is a synthesis of the
nosition papers, urevious research studies and surveys, and
the feelinas exnressed by task force members. However, the
ten recommendations which anpear at the conclusion of the
advisorv report are based entirely upon the judgments of
the task force menbers and renresent a aeneral consensus not

only amona the youths, but amono the adult members as well,
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A back un maner which exrmands the ideas presented in
this advisory remort is included in the arpendix, along
with the six research napers, and the analvsis of the FTA
survey. Because there is no single right way in which the
recommendations can be imnlemented, the seccond section of
the back-uv rernort offers a variety of altexrnative nro-
orams from which educators, adrinistrators, boards of
education, members of the community, and students can
select those ideas which best meet their narticular needs.
Task force members were not in unanimous aarcement con-
cernina the many nrocrams presented, but felt all means
for imnlementation should he broucht to the rublic's
attention.

The task force is also aware of the financial and
political imnlications involved in implenentine many of
these recommendations, but members did not feel qualified
to consider these asmects of education. However, they hone
that those nersons in positions to deal with these nroblems

will find ways to do so.
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THE BECOMINT OF EDUCATION
Advisorv Revort and Recommendations

i
The United States is committed to the edu?ation of all

of its citizens. It is the onlv country in th: world which
can make such a boast. Yet it is this verv cormitment t-

educate all of the Nation's veopnle that is cauginn so much
anqguish., For we are a countrv of individuals{ Mad in our
attemnts to educate evervyone, we have in actuélitz, satis-
fied tha2 needs of only a very small number ofipersons. We
have already done so much, but with every steﬂ w2 have
advanced, we have seen more und more clcearly ﬂow much more
we need to do, :

When the Education Task Force for the White House
Conference on Youth analyzed the various nroélems besettinc
the Nation's educational system, it became eéident that
students, parents, teachers, administratcrs,xculturally

’
different and economicallv disadvantaaed, as:well as
1

affluent vhite citizens are all searching Foa the same

|
solution- an educational environment to meet the needs of

4
all of the Nation's students so that schools i can becume

more effective places of learninag and the Nag}on and

society can once more be at peace with itsel?,
If this atmosphere can be achieved, the task force

believes that not only will each student rec2ive an educa-
E

tion which is "relevant” to his needs, but: teachers will

Q 9
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be able to return to their roles as tutors and scholars,
and administrators will once again be able to concentrate
on develorine major proarams.

If prodarams are to be develored to create such an
atmosphere, American society needs to accept ten basic
propositions which ato to the very heart of the values and
attitudes held by manv peonle in today's technocratic
society.

1. The educational system must not onlv be concerned
with the acauisition of knowledge, but also with
the acauisition of human understandina,

2, Society must recoonize the dionity of every
human endeavor and refrain from evaluating vpeovle
according to an intellectual order hased on school
subjects and job classifications. <ociety must
offer as much respect and nlace as much emnhasis
on trainina aood mechanics, nlumbers and wood-
workers, as it does on trainina cood dentists,
writers and chemical ericineers.

3. There is no sincle "richt" educational system
which must be imposed uoon the youth of the United
States. Each system should denend uvon the
community itsel€ and the needs of the individual
student at that time and place.

4. fThe school buildina is only a small portion of
the learnina exvwerience. Education can and does
take place in many other ways, and these are as
imnortant and should receive as much consideration
as that of the formal c¢lassroom.

5. Education does not occur only during grades one
through twelve and possibly during four to ten
years of araduate studv. Nor is it confined to
the hours of eight to three, Monday through
Friday, September to June. Buf rather learning
is a 1life long process.

10
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6. The tradition that school hoards, collecase
trustees, and their administrators, formulate
educational nolicies which teachers carrv out
and which students w»assivelv accernt is in-
valid. Decision-makine should he shared amonc
school boards and collece trustees, admini-
strators, faculty, students, ard the community.

7. Chances which are made in the schonls should
bherin with nre-school trainina and be carried
throuchout the elementarv orades. Secondarv
schools cannot function rrorerly if the ele-
mentarv schools have failed to nrovide students
vith the basic skills, an eniovment in learnino,
and a humanistic outlook on life.

8. It is no loncer valid to require that a nerson
nossens a certain deoree or credits in a srecific
course to gualifv for a vosition. There is no
reason vhv a writer or an auto mechanic must have
a hioh school dirloma or a teacher of secondarv
Fnolisihh must have six scizance credits in order
to be certified.

9. Societv should recoanize that education is a
comnlex nrocess, and the »ublic must be willine
to snend time learnina abiut education.
Simultaneous.v researchers, teachers and
adrministrators should acc:nt the resmonsibility
for educatina the boards »>f education and the
lav nublic concernina the educational nrocess.

10. Societv should continue t»> suonort, bhoth
financiallv and morallv, 1ew oroarams, materials,
techniques, and systems, and not demand the
educational svstem accomnlish miracles by
demonstratina immediate success.

Once these wremises are accented, society can beoin
10 create an educational environment to ameliorate the
#ix areas of concern which the Edvcation Task Yorce has
rdentified as ecual educational ormortunity, relevant
2ducational systems and Proorams, student particination

11
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in the educational decision-makina nrocess, the drop-out

and potential dron-out, exceptional students, and the
nrevaration of teachers and rotential teachers. In an
effort to solve these concerns and to provide a relevant and
flexible educational environment, the task force submits
ten recommendations to the Nation.

In order to innlement these recommendations, Federal,
State and Local covernments at both the leaislative and
administrative levels need to provide supnort in the form
of financial and human resources. But these recommendations
are not for the aovernment alone. Private industrv and
business must also accent the resnonsibility Ffor improvina
the country's educational svstem by allocatina monies and
human talent as well as offerina its advanced knowledae uf
manacement, cost effective nrocedures, and technoloaical
utilization. FEducators, too, must become actively involved.

But a major nortion of the suovort must come from the
citizens, whose tax dollars pay the salaries of the teachers
and administrators, sumnly the bricks and mortar of the
school buildinas, and nurchase the textbooks, vencils,
vaver, overhead projectors and comnuters used for instruction.
It is the children of the Nation's taxmayers who sit at the

desks and imbibe the knowledee which is oresented to them.

12
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And it is throuach the taxpayer's intercession, whether as

an individual or as vart of a aroup, such as the PTA, Kiwanis,
or the City Council, that the schoois can be influenced to
make the chanaes necessary to improve the vresent educational
system. Therefore, this is a revmort not only to the President
of the United States, but to the American neople. It is a
plea by the Nation's vouth to do what has tc be done to
nrovide the kind of education that is needed to make the
United States not only a free and democratic country but also

a humanistic one.

13
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1,

RECOMMENDATIONS

Schools and colleaces must nrovide equal access to
educational onmnortunities to all students, recgard-
less of socio-economic bhackeround, race, sex, aqe,
or ceogravrhic location.

Schools and colleqges must also provide for and
resnect the individual differences of each student
who 1is enrolled by takina into account Individual
rates and patterns of learnina, various cultural,
ethnic, and physical differences, and individual
nreferences, It is not acceptable to exvect
students to adant to the culture of the majority.

Lifelong learnina onnortunities on a flexible
hourly, dailv, and annual schedule must be made
available to all who wish to return to school to
qain additional knowledae in their career fields,
to acaquire .aew knowledae and skills for a new
career, to resume a dronped or interrupted educa-
tion, or to use increased leisure time more con-
structively. uidance services should be available
for assistance in makine any of the above decisions,
Given the vresent situation, snecial assistance

in the form of counselina and other services must
also be brovided for those students still in

school but desiring to drop out.

Educational systems and proarams must be made
relevant to students' needs. Students

must be oermitted to exXplore various areas of
interest, to learn outside the formal classroom,
and to move freely between vocational and academic
proorams and in and out of school. Courses and
learnina experiences which offer an understandina
intn today's society, which provide an insicht

into livina in the twenty-first century, and which
aive a student an understandina of his own identity
and of his relationshio with society should also
bacome an immortant and intecral part of the learn-
ing environment.

Hioh school and colleae students should particivate
in ecducational decisions and student aovernance.
They should also varticinate in broad-based oolicy
decisions by having reoresentation on 2ducational
boarcds at all levels and in c¢overnmental agencies,

14
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such as the U.8, Nffice of Tducation. As
members of the community, they should be in-
disrensahle narticirants in sound decision-
makino., In those instances where students are
not votinc memhers, stens should be taken to
mnve toward oivino them votine rerresentation.

Srecial consideration should be niven €or the

needs of excentional students. &chools should
reduce as rmuch as nossible the nroorams which
isnolate the excentional student and make a

maximum effort to intearate him into the recular
life of schools and colleges. This will necessi-
tate mayina specizl attention to nhvsical facili-
ties, special enuinment and materials and snrecially
trained wersonnel.

Teacher education must orenare the teacher and
notential teacher to understand himself and

his studants, to cone with the nresent difficult
school situation as it really exists and to instill
within the teacher the motivation and knowledoe

of how to improve the situation. Comnetence in
both academic and vocational instruction must
corbine knowledae and skill in the field with high
teachine rerformance.

Traditional learnino methods must be altered to
throw a areate r burden of routine knowledoe dis-
semination on mcdern technoloov, while making
faculty more available for counselina and sraller
or individualized learning situations, and for
humanizing the educational nrocess.

The aovernment should nlace areat emnhasis on fundina
experimental and innovative models because the need
for chanae in educational institutions is so areat
and the obstacles to chana: so formidable.

Schools and colleges must review more systematicallv
their educatlional objectives and the way in which
teachina personnel are meetinc those ohjectives.

“ays must be found to more easily shift away from
outdated vbjectives or nersonnel who cannot contribute
to meeting new objectives.

15

- 14 -



{ADV1ISORY TASK FORCE REPORT TO THE WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON YOUTH)

10, The covernment, surported bv the peonle, must
revise national, state, and local svendina
priorities to suvmport the recommendations out-
lined above. Schools and colleqges must
also re-allocate their resources to fund current
rather than outdated needs in order to resolve
the rnroblem of school financing which has reached
crisis proportions.
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