E

COCUMENT R¥SUME

ED Q4s 571 EC 032 048

AUTHCE Kuo, Wei-fan; Ferng, Jia-junn

TITLE Special Educaticn Pregrams in Taiwan, Republic of
China.

PUE LATE 71 }

NOTE 12p.; Faper presented at the Pan Pacitic Conference

on the Education of Ixcepticnal Children (Honolulu,
Hawaii, Fekruary 9-12, 7971%)

ETES ERICE EDES Erice MF=-50.65 hHC=$32.29

DESCKIPIORS *Conterence Reports, Educational Needs, *Ixceptional
Child Education, *Foreign Countries, *Handicapped
Children, Prograw Development

IDENTIFIERS Taiwan

AESIRACT

A discussion of the background and present status of
special education in Taiwan considers okstacles to the developrmert of
prcgrams for the handicapped. Accomfcdations and education for the
blind, deat, and physically handicapped are described in terms ot
recent rejuvenation and the limited Cc1 non-existent number of special
classes in regqular schools. Also considered are the develcpuent of
pilct programs for the educable retarded, teacher preparation, the
ccnstruction of curriculum guides, and the need for services for
persons with 1ild or educaticral handicags. (iJ)

O

RIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



EDO49571

'

C O3 KRFEE

N
-
[ 4
—

@)

ERI!

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

’

FIRST PAN PACIFIC CONFERENCE
ON

THE ELUCATION OF HANDICAMTED CHILDRLEN AND YOUTH

- ( February 9-12 , 1971, Honolulu, Hawaii )

COUNTRY REPORT 1 KEPUBLIC OF CLINA

!
Special Educaution Proirams in Taiwan, Rejnblic of China

Presented by

wei-fan KUO, Professor
Rescarch Institute of Education
National Taiwan Normal University
Taipei, Taiwan, China

and

Jia~junn FUI'NG, Principal
Ta*wan Previncial Taichung School
for tihe leaf
Feng-(uan, Taiwan, China

US DEPARTWENTOF HEALTM. EDUCATION
A WELFARE

OFFICEQF EDUCATION
THIS DOCUMENT HAS BifN REFRODUCED
EXACTLY AS KECEIVED FAOM THE PERSON OR
DAGANIZATION DRIGINATING (T PDINTS OF
VIEW DR OPINIONS $'ATED 0O NOT NECES
SARILY REPRESENT QFFICIA L OFEICE OF E0U
CATION POSITION OR POLICY

EC032048



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

EC03204

SPECTAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS IN TAIWAN, RLPUBLIC OF CHINA

I. Background Information

Taiwan, ¢ne of the thirty-five provinces in the Republic
of China, which has a population of about fourteen millions, is
a swall, peach-leaf-shaped islant with an :rea of 35,961 sequare
kilometers. When the Naticnal Government moved to this temparary
seat in 1v50, Taiwan, hardly recovered from the ravapes of the
Sccecond World War, had a frail educational structure with an
attendance rate of school-age children { six vears compulsory
oducation from 6 to 12 ) of 79.98% and two special schools for
(.o Llind and the deaf accommodating 354 scnsorially handicapped
cuildren and youth. During the last twenty Years elapsed, the
Government. succeeds in realizing the econowic frowth as well as
tue educational progress under the acute increcase of population
{ with 3.2% growth rate and 2,4% natural increase ) and relatively
meage natural resources.

Aceording to 1969 statistics, the number of elementary
schiool earoliment reachied to 2,426,041, an increase of 267.71% as
coupared with those of 1950, and the scriool attendance rate tor
\iis aire group of school children has risen to 947.,62%. In the
ficld of special edueation, the number of ehildren and youth who
benefit special education programs approximately totaleas 4170, a
remarkable increase of 1100% in two decades.

Tne educational opportunity of handicapped chiildren and
vouty is juaranteed by the constitutional and le#al provisions in
the fepublic of China. Article 15Y of the Chinese Constitution
stipulates that " all citizens shall have equal opportunity to
ruceive an education " and on January 27, 1968 the Government
prouulpated another enactnment providing a propram of nine-year
nniversal free education in which article 10 stutes that " The
sducational authorities oughit to provide spccial educaiion faci-
iities or to assure appropriate school attendance opportunity for
tue physically and sensorially handicapped, mentally retarded and
«wiifted children ",

Ke,;ulations concerning the IUxtensiosn and Iwmprovement of
spccial kducation recently promulgated by the Ministry of Education
cinneriates the categories of exceptional children who snould be
tanen care of by the special educat!on programs. The article 2
italkes it clear that " Those who receive special education, besides
thie “it'ted children of which will be regulated otherwise, include
tue following categories of persons
(1) Tho mentally retarded; (2) The visually impaireds; (3} The
acoustically impaired; (h) Those with speeclhi handicap; (5) Tie
orthopcdically handicapped; (6) Those with chronic medical disorders;
(7) The socially maladjusted and emotionally disturbed", Though
iti.e schiool attendance of these children 18 rnot compulsory, the local
educational authorities are obligatorv to provide tlhe educational
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racilities for tnem. The article 3 of the sane regulations pro-
vlaims tiat " The opportunity for the fundamental education of
ti.ose ¢roups of person mentioned above should be fully assured by
tie local educational authorities v,

I{. Present Situation

It is dinteresting to observe that while the lepublic of
Cuina realizes a remarkable oducational progress, its cducational
services lor handicapped children are still very insaiticient, 1t
is tuen justifiable to rajise the question. " Does the educational
veveloprment of a cevtain reifion or country exhibit diftrervent rate
o esewth witiiin ditself "7 If it does, thien we may assume that the
wpecial education in Taiwan represents tile underdeveloped area
o AL eaxpansive system. [lecauso it is not easy to eaplain hnw
vl an an cducational system where oxist Yl higher edacation insti-
L ions with 184,215 students and 543 secondary schools with &7:,277
oish sennol students and 155,947 vocational sclinol studerts, on.y
¢ snecial scuools in addition to 41 special classes in the rejular
»>clools could bLe found.

Twe marked increase of the schocel-age attendance rate
( ¥7.027 at clementary level and about 73.8% at junior iigh achoo?
tevel J o togetner with atute shortage of edicational tacilities (eor
waniticapped pupils indicates that excoptional clildren amd youth

1 faiwan acve not sufficiently well taken care ot'. This problem
is particularly critical for certain group of exceptional pupils.
S0 far the special education in Taiwen covers only tue blind, tie

deal’y, tne cnotionally disturbed, the cripple ond a very linmited
nomber of mcntal deficient children. No educational facilities
tuCikle with the children with hard of hearing, the partially siphs,
speech disorders or learning disability, 1t is apparent that they
are disseminated in the regular clusses vverpopulatcd. ( The
statisties sliow that the average number of per class was 50.22 in
1409 ). Under tiids circumstance, while most of the teacuers aro
overcharped and preoccupied with the academic aclieveuent ot theiv
pupils, these educationally handicappcd pupils are alwavs cousidered
c¢ituer us " problem children " or as " the feeblemsinded ",

This faet nad not been well retogznized by the public until
t.e passage of"Nine-Year Fundamental LEducation Act®, ihe extension
v1 universal education to the Junior high school broujghit thie problemn
ol exceptional pupils to the fore. While in vealizing the ideal of
" Yue education witlhiout selection ", tlie junior hipgh schools
{(nuo Ming Chung Ilsueh) encounter a lot of problems in adapting itselr
(o meet the multiplicity of needs of the students so variously
cumposed, it 4s in this context tuat educational authoritics an;age
i, developing a variety of progsrams to meet tne critical needs of
vawcationally subnormal pupils, at the same timne, the problem o1
unandicapped pupils druwe a wWide.spread public concern.

Aside from t.e fact discussed above. it would be necessary
for us to understand certain obstacles relevant to the developmcut
a1 special education in Taiwan.
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( 1 ) Instead of eniphasis upon the Self-actualization of exceptionui
individual, the special cducation is alwavs re¢gcarded in China
us o philanthropic action destined fto solve tlie sorial
problems and to alleviate the burden of parents. Undar this
oricntation, not only the educational {0als are deviated
from what they ougut to bo, but the special education faci-
lities are nct well intograted in the school svstem. With
the sume reason that ouly the sevarely handicapped persons
arc taken into consideration in elaboratin;; special education
programs.,

{ 2 ) Due to the aspiration of parents to a scholastic career for
their children, { an attitude commonly existing in traditional
socjieties whero the intallectual kceps a relatively high
social status ) and limited rumber »f senior hijh schools
and universities, the competition to succeea in the epntrance
examination becowmes keenor and kecner, it resulted tnat the
cducational goals lor both parcnts and teaci.ers become
prismarily to push children to cliunb up the school ladder
from oune level to another, it is also lopical to ploce strong
cupliasis on good achievement in " main subjects " waich ate
related to th? entrance exawination. The reputation of sclheois
and tne compotence of class tecachers are judged, most ot'ten
than noty with tue percentage of their pupils that nave
succeeded in passing the entrance examination to a upper
level, Under such a circumstance, it is natural tuat (.e
educationally subnormal pupils includiny the handizappoed
are not welcomed in tne regular classes, and in most Cases,
weac.ers care only tue most promising ones in order Lo
increase the prestipge, they pay no attention o the drop-ois,

{ 3 ) Because of limited natural resources and necessary defcnse
cxpenditure, tie educational budget ol thie Nepubiic of China
is not tremendous. ( Educational expenditure is about
U.S. 3ol millions in 1968, 4,08% of GNP ). In view of the
hirh cost and limited rescurces availablc for these purposes,
the education of excoptional cilildren is not considercd us
a priority project. The educational policy decisien is alwayg
under the pressure of sciicol-uage population and nmanpower
demands for ecanowmic growth. Special cducation tacilities are
at a disadvantage in obtaining financial support. Besides,
tiie contribution of voluntary organizations to the educational
services of exceptional children in Taiwan ip not satis-
factory. :

siie integrating the Blind Childdren in Elementary Schools

Listorically speaking, education of the Lblind is the earlicst
veveloped in nation ( the first school was set up in 1870 } and in
te Province of Taiwan ( in 15806 ) awmong the diverse catejories of
srwcial sciiools. However, there are now cnly three special schools
Jor o the Liinds in the Nepublic of China - two residential public
scnuols and one cesidential private school supported by the voluntary
oriwnization. The students enrolled are no more tian 350,

‘'ho statistics show that tihere wereo about 23,700 blinds
i fadiwan in 1963, The educaticnal autiorities estimater tiiat tihcere
ire wore toan two thiousands sclivol-age blinds and partially sipbted
ciloren iu Yaiwan, For the latter (roun. because of lacking si;iit-
suvin; clusses, most of them are acccmmodated in rcgqlar classes

-3 -
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without any special education assistance.

Under tho aid of ilie American Foundation for Ovarseas Blind
and the UNICLY, the Taiwan Provincial Department of tducation
launched an integrated program for the blind in 1965 and helped o
revitalized the blind education in Taiwan. Dr, Stanley E. Bourgeault
ol the aAruB, working as a consultant, plays an important role in
realizing this reputed program.

Tne integrated progranm itself is in fact comprehended several

projects.

{ 1 ) Establishment of a teaci?r training center at Provincial
Taiman Junior Normal College, so far 30 itinerunt teacuar
have been trained,

( 2 ) An extensive survey for blind cuildren under the ape
of 21 has becen conducted, it rcsutted in finding sl
uneducated hlind children and youth, among: them Lbs
have been placed in the regular classes with the
special help from itinerant teaciier of his community,

{ 3 ) Organization of a Braille Publishing Center where text
Looks and other teaching wmaterials in Braille liave been
prepared, ' q

( 4 ) Transiation and publicationireference materials, o
collection named " Education of the Blind " including
more than 20 titles have been edited and distributed.

{ 5 ) Production of the necessary equipments for the

N instruction ¢f blind children.

At the noment when the progsram was initiated, the public,
including parcnts of the blind, received it with suspect while the
immediate reaction from the residential scliools was hostile.Neverihe-
less, this program gurns out to be a successful one and the coopera=-
tion hetween the integrated program and tue residential one secins to
Lbecome possible.

1v. Itenevating Zducotion of the lLieaf

Currently there are about 2350 deafl pupils enrolled in tour
special residential schiools for tih¢ deaf of which two thousands pupils
are elementary and Junior high sclicol level and nelther special class
in regular school nor integrated program ever exist in the Republic
o1 China. '

In comparaison, according to his sampling survey, U1, Lao-
el Wang estimates that tiie prevalence of the severe hearing loss
(more than 60 db, 150} among the school.aye Wﬁtudents in Taiwan would
2 UhY, it represents a population of one il adtonty tiiousiids
ciailearen of 6-15 apges oid with profound hearing i ipaired. kxcept o
a very small part of them could be illiterate, most of the hiardent-
Loaringg c¢hildren are scattered about 3a tlie regular schools wittiout
any special help,

Tt is until the last (decado teachaers ol the sclioodl toe the
deal’ in Taivan recognize the fact that tiie normal means of corniini-
ci.tion should be by oral spoech and lip-rcading. llowever, the teaching
sncech to the Goaf 48 still limitod te smalle-scale expimonts. bost
51 the tcaclhiers in spocial sclicol for the deaf tolerate Bign lan;uaie
wnd hesitate to curry out their teaching Ly oral method, Scro of the
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prectionuers even avgue that only a small proportion of children
can really prasp lip-reading and speaking woll cenough to make thiese
4 nornal mode of commmunication, they insist tihat Chinese lanyuage
is mucii different from Luropean language by that there are ainy
woras pronounced tue same way dbut with quite different meaning and
alas insist tliat sign language is irreplacabice. Nevertheless,
lung;eage laboratory has been set up in each oir the schicols, amd
speech reading with auditeory training are carried on upon experia-
sucntal basis to the children of primary level,

Tie reform of education of the deaf his been elaberated,
Lise projuct includes:
1 ) Lstablisiing a commmittee in order to raconsider the
role of sign languago in the cducation oi' tue denf,

( 2 ) studying the evcntual possibility of an integre 11
program for the deaf at tlie elementary scheol lcvel.

{ 3 ) Investigating and identifying the hard-cr-hearing
cunildren in tue regular schools and scetting up uhe
special classes for taese aurally haudicapped pupils.

{ 4 ) Assuring the oral mcthod as the prime lan, uade of
instruction. An enviromment nmst boe created and
maintained in which speechi might Le experiencced as
& vitally signiticant mean of couwmunication. Conse-
quently, the sign language applyins in the existing
schonls shiall be encouraged to abandon while new srcinools
shall be establislhied as pilot schools for this purpose,

( 5 ) A laboratory of language teaching for the dearl shall
be set up at the Nationul Taiwan Normal Laiversitvy in
1971 and in-service training for tie special teaclars
is planned.

{ 6 ) Providing adequate diagnostic and evaluative services
and establishing speech-teaching class at preschool
level ejitlier in special scnools or attaclied to refular
elementary schools,

V., Destructuring the Drogram for tiie Orthopedically Handicujped
Children

Thcere are at present one public residential school and thirtys-
six special classes providing for approximately 1309 crippled pupils.

Spucial classes are available in tiiree kinds of contlexts:
{ 1 ) spucial classes in ordinary schools; { 2 ) Special classes
altaclhied to rehabilitation centers or hospitals; ( 3 ) Special classes
orgunized by child welfare institutions. Most of the special) classes
ia regular schools are incorporatvd with a medical care center or a
sneltercd asylum where accommodates thie physically landicapped childres

The ract that more than 4%5%% of tue children and youth who
veceive special education now arc acute post-polio cases ralses
qucestion about the appropriateness »f the current pro,ram, Due to the
orepress of public health, tho polio ceses have becn dininished in
Juiwan and that the ratio of polio in the population of cripple is
netting smaller and smaller. It is believed that some day to coune
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it will be properly under controlled and tuus the coumposition of
special class population will be completely altered.,

An investiation designated by the Ministry of isducatinn
reporled tnat only a certain proporcion ol the pupils who aciunlly
secoived special education really needed, judging with nedico-
coucational peint of view, a special clnss or ro stay in speeial
seneol; ifur Llie rest of the population, whv are mildly handicapped
ortaopedieally, needed an inteygrated progran with tie help of itinerasat
Loacaer, he sime report suggested tnat cerebral palsied children
{ 1o exact Lipgure of prevalence in Taiwin is available now ), wiio
sius'vered nultiple handicaps in must cascs, nave to Le tuken cave of
iy special schools and special classes.

illowever, tiie special sclicol and special classes in requalr
scannls are not ready to accommodate ze.ebral palsied children
{ esprcially [fur those severely injured }. Tie reason is that it is
rol casy Ulnmicially for a special scho>l to maintain a ¢linical venw
Jied torv a ospecial elass to have a specinl teacher with noewvrormsenlar
comilucation teaining, In spite o) the dil'ticulties ticit may prescot,
L cducational authoritics are prepariag to restructuring: the progaag
vor this ((roup of exceptional pupils. The following approaches are
under consideration:
1 ) To deplace those who shall benot'it more in the normal
environment awong the puyils wlho are in special sclivols
. and special classes now,

. { 2 }) To establish resource rocm in cartain stratea: il
situated elementary schocls wiere intenre Coprasra
for thea physically handicapped might be duveloppes,

( 3 ) To broaden the therapeutic liorizon both in special
school and in special clisses.

Vi, ¥Establishing P3lot Classes for the Mentally Retard~d

Special education of the nientally reotarided children did ney
cvist in Tatwan until 1%02 when Taipei Muniecipal Dureav ol pducatini,
tn cooperation with Taipei Child Muntal ltealth Center and Pruvincial
vaiwan glementary Schreol Teacuer In-Service Training Center, saet up
. ilot class for this group of childran at an clementary school,

it the teclnical aid of a mental hLealth teowm, tie pilor class
screcned twenty-nine mildly retarded children from more than Juonwired
Lopulicants and was equipped with tiiree special teachers tor this
raperimental task., For the convenience of teaching, the pupils were
vurther divided into two groups, tie osder paoup with Citteen cidldren
siiie the younzer group with fourteen.
!

The modast beginning won the Eupwort. both Frowm tne cducational
woewrorities anda from the public, tihus arter one rears cxprliciuee; two
Laolns were focmally separated into tvo classes and a thire class
w.s sct up in Septewber 1%03. 1ln March 1965, one class cacl was
iniviaved in three more eiementary schools at Taipei and anatier class
was added to the original sciiool, At the siume tiwe, anoliioer group
v ilueven teachers who have already completed omne year specinl ewucativ
training for this purpose fjoined to this pilot class project.

rven though the pilot classer did not succeed in expandin
vo hecome an overall nativnwide pragram, the contribution ol this
pru o cian s nevertieless tremendous. ot Lirsl, tinese classes nrone
interest of the general public in th? problem of mentally retarded
children. Setondly, the clinical and teacining experiences accumnluted
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Guring tne operation of these clusses), parlicularly (hve new curriculum
cesigued in ravor of tie adjustment of these pupils, are usetl:l
resources which may serve as the basis lor furtlirr development of

tiie educatirn of mentally subnormal children in Taiwan,

P’ilot classes for the educable wentally retarded pupils
4l Lie secondary education level came into existence in September
1y70, two years after the Nine-Year Fundamcntal Sduciacion Act was
olficially put into effect. As we have indicated above, the vxtenlion
ot universal education to junior high schionl has un imense impact
upon tae cducation in Taiwan, it results in uncoverin,s a lot of
problewms having covershadowed by the preparativn for competitive
cntrance examination in the schools, (nce the orientation alters,
the problems of student's adjustment to tlho class cone to the foie
Yaie public focus now theix attention on ine exceptional pupils, in
rarticular, educationally subnormal pupiis.

In respording to this critical demand, tlhie Kesearch Insti-
tite of Ikducalion, National Taiwan Normal University develops o test
program serving for educational diapgnosis and homoijeneous grouping,
ror instruction in the junior high schools. ln addition to threc
scales ( General Ability Test, Study llabit Inventory, Psycliomotior
Wbility Test ) which have already been constructed during 14%06Y-1470,
Jou aptitlude tests are in elaboration this year, and thvee others
tests ( Vocalional Interests Inventory, Personality Inventory,
Junior lligh Sehool Student Achievement Tests ) shall Le undertahen
' "the third year. Besides, the llesearch Institute of Lducalion
tlevelops a spcecial education propram desiggned to demonstrate elicctive
approach to assisting the retardates during tlieir junior histh school
WeilrsS.,

in cooperation with the Tadipei Municipal Burcau of iducation,
Ll Y“oscarclh Institute of Education has organized four pilol clusses
‘o1 the cducable mentolly rctarded in the juntor high sciwols in
Taipel in 1970, This program tries to establish a model for the
specinl classes in the junior high schoel and also aims at the
soilowing; objectivesy
1 ) To investigate the coynitive structure, the learnan:
process and the beliavior characteristics ol the educuable
menially retarded,
{ 2 ) to develop the diafnostic and evaluative technioues
ol' the retarded, tne ditiorential dia:nosis betwcen
mental retardation and specific learning disabilities
is emphasized, . .
{ 3 ) To elaborate a curriculum ;uide applicnble to the
level of junior hlgh scliools for the specinl teaciers.
( 4 ) o mccumulate teaching tecltniques and (jvneral
experiences of tle educaticn of the retaraed.

‘The students of the pilot clusses are mainly conposed uni two
sroupss those wlho were identified with the aid of intelii, - nt 1oeste
1roin the students who entercd the junior hi:h schoola in Taijp«i in
septembor 1970 and those who conpleted thelr aix-year compulsory
education in the special classes of the elemcntary schools.lach
pilut class consists of 15 to 20 students who have a 1.¢. of 50
to 70 and a CA of 12 to 18, Three teacliers are assi;ned to each
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class and are responsible for most of the educational activities,

45 the speclal education programs terminate ihie public geiocl educittion
Jor most of the retarded, the curriculum is expected to a combination
of aciademie subject matters and tlie social-occupational skills that
retardates nced to function in svciety.

The pioneer work of the Research Institute ol' liducatirn in
its attempt to tackle with the problem of nentally subnormal cliilarei
Al tue Jjunior high school level ( wlhiich resresents %% of tho a;fe
pupulation } gives an imputus to the effor: in this direction, Taipei
municipal Bureau of Education aas decided Lo set up ten other piltol
classes uext year. It is recognized that the establishiment of pilot
cluss miptht diminish the negative atfects «f inappropriate learning
and accompanying frustration experienced by the retardates in the
regjular classes, this ac’.on also offers the promise to amnetiorate
the existing situation o1 publie school.

Another program concerning the estahlishment of 50 pllot
clusses t'or the educable mentally retarded :nildren at tue elementar)y
school level in the Provinee of Taiwan is already on its preparatory
sta,ze, Provincial Taipei Junior Normal Collige, «+ith the aid of
UNTCER and Last-West (enter, Hawaii, is resjonsible for the apera-
tion of tliis prosram. Taiwan Provincial Depirtment of Education has
worked out a five-year plan designing to inrtitute ten pilot classes
each yearns, the first te.s classes shall be ¢rganized in 1971,

{
V1l. preparing Speeial Teachers 2

To a very large degree, the wortih n; the specitl educalion
prograu for exceptional children depends upin the quality ot tue
Leacning staCf. tlowever, the fact is that tlhe shortase ol trained,
qualiticed personnel tecones acute in the Rchubllc ot Chira nt present.
itecoynizing this fact, the educational aut;:ritica attenpt to iaunch
a variety of programs with a view to prepaiing special teacliers
urpently needed.

The pioneor effort began in 1Y63 when the Taipei hunicipal
turcau of tducation earmurked a sum ol nierfey to ‘taipei Chilc Mental
health Center for the training of teacncerf who preparcd to opcerate
tiie pilot classes for the mentally retardj:d childron. Tho curation
of training was one year. J

i
The Itincrant Teacher Training Clinter ot the Blind locuted
at tie Proviuncial Taifan Junior Normal College was establisned ia
1066, ¥For the tirst time a permanent ingtitute of this kind was
ovpanized ond maintained. All tle partisipants nave two yoenrs of
vxpeviences in eiementary sclhiool teaching. The tralming progrim
wlicrs one full year of study leave at regular pay, o waiver of all
instvtutionol feos, full board and lodging in a student liostel.
Ten Lo fifteen teachers are trained eath yeaur.

Four years lator, another center of tlis sano kind but
wusiyned to prepare the spoecial teachers of mentally retarded wns
set up at Provincial Taipei Junior Normal follege. It has been
decided that twenty teachors will be treined eaci year.
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Taiwan Provincial Departrnient of Education organized two work-
shiops in the sunmer of 1966 and 1969. Each workshop offered one nonth
in-service training courses for about forty teathers of special schiooi.

Tiwe tcacher training program at the liesearch Institute of
Lducation, National Taiwan Normal University, offers anvilier mordel
viiicli seems to be not only economie but alse practical, Jn recogni-
tion of tho critical needs for competent special teschcra necessary
ior (ne operation of pilot classes, the Rescarch Institute of Iiducation
vurked out a teacher training program with an annual budget less than
£.5.33000, Twelve teachers were selected by thie sclicols wlhere the
pilot cluss located., All of them arc university graduates majoring in
ciucation, psychiology or social work.

This program is actually composed ol two parts, it bepins
“ith a workshop which offers one-month pre-scrvice training courscs
fur uitendants and followed by in-service guidance lastiugl for the
wiolce year.

11 is for this purpose that the Nescarch Institute of Education
seils up a workin team which provides in-service guidasice and tochnical
avsistance to the special teacliers. The working tcam macts all tie
specinl teaciwers once a week éither at tho Institute or in the scliool
wrere pilot class is located.

Tho role of the working teamn is:
. ( 1 ) To inforin the special teacliers the recent knowledsie of
specinml education by arrangim: the arouvp discussion amd
by translating foreign basic reference materials into

Chinese. .

{ 2 ) To assist in the case conference and serve as a c¢linical
team. '

(3 ) To work with the teacher for preparing a curciculum
ruide. ’

N To evaluate the ellectiveness of the teacliing programs,
5 To design ond conduct the research and e¢xperimentation
on mcntal retardation.

VIil. Constructing Curriculum Guides for $-ecial Schools

Until now the special scliools in Thaiwan organize its teaciting
pro,,riuns wccording to an officinl curriculum puide pruscribed by Llie
Ministry of LEducation for the regular class. In most of the ci3es,
certain modificntions are mude to meet tiie specific need of eXceptional
runils. Nevertheless, it still caa not fit the purpose.

Wwteconiying that the curriculum o specin) schools and
suecial classes shiould be more flexlble amd adjustmeni-oricnted, the
;o astry of bLducation decided to construct a4 series ol curriculum
suaides specifically desipgned l'or eacii catesary ol excoptional punils.
Conscguently, A Standing Cowmmittee for Curciculwmm Developinent Jor
apecial Sciiocols was set up in July 1969, myre than sevenly experts
paurticipated in such a complicated task. Tals standing conmittece is
roniposed of many sub=committees designated to make special studies
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or to Jdiscuss and dralft the teaching .mwide f{or various suhject licrlds.
It is planned that fouvr sets or currizulum puide [or ench of the followi
r.voups of exceptional children shall se comploted and issued within
three years: (1 ) The blind, { 2 ) Tne deaf, ( 3 ) Tie physically
pandicapped, ( & tie mentally retaried.

tach set of curriculum guide is conmposedi of many parts:
( 1 ) Description of general goal, 1i’e function and objectives ot
cach teaching unit, { 2 ) Course of stuly { or field of oxperience )
ind division of time, ( 3 ) Guideline for teaching activity, { & )
Purtinent teaching material,

According to the outline of tne curriculum considered, the

vinls of special education programs susould be placed ou realization

<. andividual potentiality, social adjustment, diminution of handicaps,
vevelo nt ol self-management ectc.. Consequently, the emphiases of the
curricaluin are placed on the acquisition of "kills and knowled; e

witn instrumental value{ such as in nathematics), heallh and civic
turality, language art, vocational training, tine arts, socicl studies
wau scienco.

tX. Conclusion

In recent years, the governunent hns become dncreasing ly
cencerred ahout the nation-wide probicms of uandicapped civilaren
and youths This concern has manifesi:d itself in the afore-meontioncd
programs aimed at ameliorating some > these problems.

Altiough the eftorts and notable advances have been wmnde in
tne past decade, tiie educational services for exceptional childrcn
in Yailwan are still far from:the well-intentional (foals that the
cducational authorities have conceived. Many well-planned projects
. Cidlnh, on Socioceconomic ground, in the blue-print stage.,

1t is interesting to observe that tihere appears an incroasing
~ujpnistication on the appropriateness of residentinl program waoici
is traditionally sut for alinost any category of exceptional children,
withia tiie past years, a shifting enphasis upon the inteprated syston
a6s becorie evident., It 48 recognizead that the hundicapped child
sioould be included in regular schoo.. program to tue fullist pnssbﬂc
cextent with a view to preparing for norwmal life in the cowmunity.
“his conceptual change is manifaste) itsclf in the education of the
Hlind and also in the remurkable upsurge in tie oral education

¢

{ instead »f sign language )} for ti: deaf pupils.

Anotiher tendency i3 the increasing concern about the service
ifor the educationally huandicapped pupils - a group of pcrsons whose
Aot rarl specinl educational belp is no less than the protound
setr ordully handicapped, cripple ov wentally deficient cnildeedn,
ois group consists of pupils with 1+ (1 )} Partially-sight, ( 2 )
Soderate hearing loss, (3 ) Specch defects, { W ) Eyitepsy, (9%
sprcitie learning disabilities, and ( 6 ) vducational s bnoermality
witll eniotional conplication. This uew lhorjzon iwplles tie exponsion ay
~pecial education programs to cover a school-apged popalation which
wouble or triple 4in number tihe subjects tiint are actually se¢rved fcr.
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it is one thing to say that tais proup ol chilidiren and youtn
Lave already attended school and arve ediucated, but it is quite annt o
satter to feel sure tnﬁt these pupils educationally nandicapjped are
cppropriately educated. Lven thowsh 3t is ivevitable that certain
csap hetweelt one's academlc achieverment anrd intellectual potentiality
could be existed, t.e underachicevenent due to handicaps snch as whiat
wave been enumerated in the toregolng paragraph represcnts tue in-
appropriatencss of educational proticam to the pupil, the deprivation
ol special education facilities involves a defect in the educationai
system,

Since the extension of fundamental education 1n 146s, the
(et ™ menta) reterdation " has been in vojiue. Botih the school teacievs
s hd toe public talk orf the problem of mentally retarded, however, o
clinkeal inquiry will find that a great number of cuildroen regardes
Ly intellec.ually subpnormal are really educationally subnornuiil racvaer
toan mentally damaged, the development of psychiomedical service
sveis to be necessary for assuring an accurate difterevntial diagnosis,

in auadition to adequate diagnostic and evaluative scrvice,
11 is widely felt tha: na-ional ccnters ol educationul Yyescarca atl
insurractional materials lor the handicapped are urgently ncevded, in
rusronding to this demund, National Taiwun Normal University iias
aecided to set up a special education center wiiich shall be operiatoed
kil 971. The center is designed:
1 ) To conduct basic research nm learning process and its

problcems comncerncd ( such a. 'earning disabilitics

and mental deficiency ) amd to carry on experimentation

in the application ot new findings and iechniques

concerning spécial education,

( 2 ) To serve as educationul center for the in-sesvice ond
pre-service training of professional persouncl,

( 3 ) To serve as cduciational media and naterinl center.

{ 4 ) To conduct nation-wide asscssment and survey tor the

collcction and aialysis of prevalenca, parsonal and
socionconomic characteristics of the handicapped
children,

It is expected that more of child ;uidance clindics or utng-
iontic and therapeutic services such as Tonlpei Child Mental Jlygivne
"iinic will be estadlished in Taiwan. It is obvious that psycho-
inatical scervice apgencies will play an important role in developing
aincinl education programs and contributo concouitantly to training
.t research, At the present stoge, none of tlie service apencies
Jao. exceptional children can alienate itself (rom thcir sccondary
Juictions such ©s training and rescarch, {t is absolutely nccessary
\...v uonrdination and collaboration amory different institutions
.n¢ services concerned should be wssured in travor of thie mobilization
Ui resources.

1n conclusion, the spccinl education in tie lupublic ot Chiinn

. is still at its tirst stage of development. Nevesrthicless, it has
wlrcudy exemplilied progress, and its future is promising.
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