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Lccated near an existing neighkcrhood healtt cliic,
the John . Kennedy Schccl and Ccmmunity Center provides a
neiqghbcrhood kase for numercus educational, health, and social
agencies. The nri1ddle =chool car accorncdate over 1,000 students in
grade< six through eight. The community center tills the need tor
civic and sociel <iganizaticne otten ifcund in rore atfluent
neighktorncods, and alsc provides leadership tor the solution ot
ccomunity prctlems. Fhotographs, tloor plans, construction
information, 8rd a list of the peopie and organizations involved irn
planning tue center are included. A related article is EA 501 :77.
(Prhotcgraphs way rerrcduce poorly.) ({Puthcr}
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Does Atlanta
‘care akout its cit-
~"izens?Consider ttie new
~" John F. Kennedy Schoo!
- ‘// and Community Center as part
of that answer. This new 5 mil-
o liondollar projectiocatedin the heart
R ” of the Nash- -Washington Community
\ 2T ,’*/” stands as a symbol of hope and inspiration
,%.,/ for the people of this area, many of whom suf-
2 fer from the blight and deterioration of the inner
3 / city. Many Nash-Washington residenis are unem-
b -~ ployed, at feast one-half iive in margina! housing and
y J »~ one-fcurth earn tess than $2,000 per year.
2 Located on 5.1 acres, [soon to be expanded to 17 acres
/hrough the development of an adjacent park) the John F. Ken-

y nedy Schouol and Community Center is a functiona! three story
=~ structure. Imaginative use of pre-stressed and cast-in-place concrete
has resuited in a famhty housmg a Mlddle School, Recreahon Facilities,

..pleb approximately 100,000 square feet, the community facilities, mcludmg
tion services, and workshop areas. utilize an additional 125,000 square feet.
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The inner city dweller today suffers many stresses and frustrations because of his ina:
witn the complexities of modern urban living. His neads are so many and so great that no s
do the full joh of helping him meet them, Inadeguate housing, lack ¢f proper environment :
rates, scarcity of suitable work, crowded conditions, and limited financial resources are oni
lems. In adidition, it is too often true that the inner city dweller has insufficient knowledg
available to him. In fact, many people who reside in such communities work full time at the j.
can the mulliplicity of reeds of inner cily residents be served?

Located near an existing Neighborhood Health Clinic, the John F. Kennedy Schoc
provides a neighborhood base for numerous educational, health, and social agencies on a s:
month-a-year basis. The middle school can accommodate over 1,000 studenis in grades s



ler today suffers many stresses and frustrations because of his inability 1o successfully cope
nodern urban living. His needs are so many and so great that no single agency can hope to
1im meet them. Inadequate housing, lack of proper environment for learning, high mobility
work, crowded conditions, and limited financial resources are only a part of the dailv prob-
5 often true that the inner city dwelter has insufficient knowledge of the helpful resources
1any people who reside in such communities work fu'! time at the job of surviving. How then
ads of inner city residents be served?

xisting Neighborhood Health Clinic, the John F. Kennedy School and Community Center
base for numerous educational, health, and social agencies on a seven-day-a-week, twelve-
niddle school can accommodate over 1,000 students in grades six, seven and eight.
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The community school attempts to fill the ve-d of civic
and social vrganizations which are often found in more
affluent neighborhoods and grovide leadership for the
solution of community problems. Here at the John F.
Kennedy School and Community Center are the people
and the services, brought together in an effective man-
ner, under the same roof.

Middle Schools provide flexible programs for the
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transition years from childhood to early adolescence.
The program of the Kennedy Middle School utilizes the
open plan cluster jor learning. Large open spaces are
shared by a team of educators planning and working to-
gether for eftectiveness. Thz middle school also has
science, music, home economics, business education,
arts and crafts, industrial arts, special education, health,
and physical education depariments. The center of the
multi-storied structure opensontwo interior courts where




pre-school children may be seen at play.

The educational program for grades six through eight
is designed to serve the needs ¢f young people wio face
the usual inner-city problems as well as the frustrations
of pre-adolescence. Pupils are no longer elementary
children, nor are they ready for the secondary school
program. The middle school thus provides a program for
young people at a time of physical and mental change. A
time that is extremely important and formative for our

youth.
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The operation and organization 0" the schoof is con-
sistent with what research has indicat :d about the growth
and development of young people. Yhe school provides
for a high level of activity, for some s«f-organization, and
a discovery approach to learning and working together.
Both the building and prcgram are cesigned to serve the
needs of vouth in a manner wtich vill avoid making the
school another source of frustration.
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FIRST FLOOR PLAN

SECOND FLOOR PLAN
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The design of the center was the result of one of the most exten<ive, cooperative planning
efforts ever undertaken by a city. Many agencies were involved such as the Atlanta Housing
Authority; Atlanta Parks Department; Atlanta Public Schools; Economic Opportunity Atlanta,
Inc.; Fulton County Department of Family and Children Services; Housing Code Division, At-
lanta Building Department; Senior Citizen Services; Pianning Department of the City of Atlanta,
Georgia State Department of Education, Schoo! Plant Services; Vocational Rehabil:tation
Division of the State Department of Education; and Georgia Department of Family and Children
Services. The new structure s'4r-s as an example of what can be accomplished through co-
operative effort.

Services and programs provided separately or jointly by various agencies are:
Activities for Senior Citizens

Adult Basic Education
Area | Superintendent of Schools

Child Day Care Services

Legal Aic
Niddle School Program (Grades 6-8)
Muaicipal Information Services
Pre-Kindergarten Program

Community Action Program

Educable Mentally Retarded Programs

Employment, Job Training and
Counseling Services

Housing & Home Manegement Servicas

Housing Relocation Services

Housirg Code Services

Recreation

Sheitered Workshop for Trainable
Mentally Retarded

Vocational Education Prograimn

Vocationai Rehabilitation Program

Voiunteer Community Service #rograms

Welfare Casework Services

CLASSROOM i eopEciaL b scrool HOME- a5 CLASSROOM
CLUSTER | ADMN MaanNG b OFEY CLUSTER
| . _ . |
SCIENCE [
SUITE
SCIENCE COURT UPPER PART COURT aost o | susy
GYM EOU. CLUSTER
] . T |
CLASSROOM — i — LIBRARY CLASSROOM
CLUSTER CLUSTER
il
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The community school director’'s offices, located on
the first level, previde: a liaison between the members of
the community and the programs offered at the center.
Among his many duties is the scheduling of the spaces
for efficient use by agencies housed in the center. The
facility will be open approximately fourteen hours each
day. Ir. addition, the director will involve the people of



the community in order to initiate and change programs
as required to best meet the needs of those served.

A large portion of the Center is devoted to space for
school and cemmunity recreation. As the site is extended
and developed to atotal of 17 acres, many outdoor activ-
ities will be added to the program. The Department of
Parks and Recreation will be the major contributor to
these programs.
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INVOLVED IN PLANNING

Active Daily Living Center: Dr. E. C. Henson, Assistant Superintendent. Miss
Frances Cox, Coord.nator of Elementary Education, Atlanta Public Schools. Mr.
Burman Vinson, Vocational Rehabilitation Workshops and Facilities, Georgia State
Department of Education./Area | Superintendent: Mr. J. Y. Morzland, Area Superin-
tendent. Dr. Hilliard A Bowen, Assistant Superintendent./Atlanta Housing Authority:
N Lester H. Persells, Executive Director. Mr. Robert Barnett, Project Director./
Atlanta Parks and Recreation Department: Mr. Jack Delius, General Manager. Miss
Virginia Carmichael./Day Care Center: Mr. T. M. Parham, Director. Miss Mahalah
Hairison, Georgia Depariment of Family & Children Services. Miss Frances Cox,
Coordinator of Elementary Education, Atlanta Public Schools./Fulton County De-
partment of Family and Children Services: Mr. Gilbert G. Dulaney, Administrator./
Ecoriomic Opportunity Atlanta: Mr. William W. Allison, Executive Administrator. Mr.
William A. Fow'kes, Director of Planning. Mrs. Sujette F. Crank, Director of Division
Neighberhood Service Center Ope:ations./Senior Citizen Services: Mr. Albert E.
Horvath, Executive Direc’or./Sheltered Workshop: Dr. Jack P. Nix, State Superin-
tendent of Schools. Mr. Burman Vinson, Vocational Rehabilitation Workshops and
Facilities, State Department of Education.

Funding of the Kennedy project was a difficult task. The financial plan as finatly
put together reflected the cocperation of many individuals and groups including the
Superintendent and Board of Education, a private foundation and the Mayor and
Board of Aldermen of the City of Atlanta. Plagued by inflation and a cutback in federal
funds, the final project was a resuit of continual re-study and re-design. The final
cost sharing was as follows:

SchoolBoard Funds . ......................... $3,162,000

Private Foundation Funds ..................... 600,000

Neighborhood Facilities Grant .. ............... 1,300,000
$5,062,000

ATLANTA BOARD OF EDUCATION

Dr. Benjamin E. Mays, President Mr. Fred M. Shell

Mrs. June Cofer Mr. J. Frank Smith, Jr.

Mr. Howard E. Klein Mr. Bill C. Wainwright

Mr. Jerry Luxemburger Mrs. LeRoy A. Woodward

Dr. J. A. Middleton Dr. Asa G. Yancey

Dr. John W. Letson, Superintendent
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CONSTRUCTION INFORMATION
Capacity of Middle School ............ 1,050 pupi
Sizeof Building ............ .. ... 454' x 214
Sizeof Site . ... 5.1 acres
Areaof Building ..................... 222,735 s¢
Volume of Building. . ......... ....... 3, 118 290
ConstructicnCost . ............ oo $4,485,00(¢
Square FootCost .................... $20.05
CubicFootCost ....... i, $1.43
Structure .. ... oo Prestressed and poure
concrete
Date Construction Began .. .February 21, 1969
Completion Date........... February 26, 1971
Contractor ................ J. A. Jones Construcu
Architect . ................ John Portman & Assoc

PLANNING COORDINATORS

Atlanta Public Schools:

Dr. Darwin W. Womack, Assistant Superintendent

Dr. Jarvis Barnes, Assistant Superintendent

Mr. Ralph Long, Director of John F. Kennecy Schoc

Architects:

John Portman & Associates, Architects (formerily Eo

Mr. Emilio Coirini, Preject Manager.

City Planning Department:

Mr. Collier Gladin, Director

Mr. William Kennedy, Chief of Current Planning

Educational Consultants:

Dr. John W. Gillitand, Director, Center For Educatios:
University of Florida, Gainesville, Florida

Southeastern Regional Center for Educational Faci

FORMER BOARD MEMBERS WHO PARTICIPATE

PLANNING AND INITIATING THE PROJECT

Mr. T. Charles Allen

Mr. William T. Beebe

Dr. Rufus Clement

Mr. Ed S. Cook, Sr.




CONSTRUCTION INFORMATION

Capacity of Middle Schoo! ............ 1,050 pupils

Sizeof Building ........ ... ... .. .... 454' x 214, 3 sfories

Sizeof Site . ... ... 5.1 acres

Areaof Building . .................... 222,735 squarg feet

Volume of Building . .................. 3,118,290 cubip: feet

Construction Cost .. .................. $4,465,000

SquareFootCost . ................... $20.0F

Cubic FootCost ..................... $1.4,

Structure ................. Prestresser! ar.u poured-ip-place
congcret-

Date Construction Began .. .Febrir.uy 21, 1969

Completion Date........... Februdry 26, 1971

Contractor ................ J. A. Jones Construction{Co.

Architect ................. John Portman & Asscciafes

PLANNING COORDINATORS

Atlanta Public Schools:

DOr. Darwin W. Womack, Assistant Superintendent

Dr. Jarvis Barnes, Assistant Superintendent

Mr. Raiph. Long, Director of John F. Kznnedy School

Architects:

John Portman & Associates, Architects (formerly Edw

Mr. Emilio Coirini, Project Manager.

City Planning Department:

Mr. Collier Gladin, Director

Mr. William Kennedy, Chief of Current Pianning

Educational Consultants:

Dr. John W, Gilliland, Director, Center For Education}
University of Florida, Gainesville, Florida

1ind Community Center

ards & Portman),

i Facilities,

Southeastern Regiona! Center for Educational Faciljlies Laboratories, Inc.

FORMER BOARD MEMBERS WHO PARTICIPATEL
PLANNING AND INITIATING THE PROJECT

Mr. T. Charles Allen

Mr. William T. Beebe

Or. Rufus Clement

Mr. Ed S. Cook, Sr.
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Mrs. Sara P. Mitchell

Mr. Robinson W. Schilling
Dr. Horace E. Tate
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ATLANTA PUBLIC SCHOOLS
224 CENTRAL AVENUE, S.W.
ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30303

MARCH 23. 1971
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