DOCUNENT RESUME

ED 049 %05 50 000 865

TITLE Project Capnada West. Interim leport.

INSTITUITION western Curriculum Project on Canada Studies,
Edamonton {Alberta).

PUB DATE Jan 71

NOLR 39p.

EDRS PRICE EDRS Price MNF-30.65 HC=3$3.29

DESCRIPTORS ¥*Audiovisual Instruction, Concept Teaching,

*Curriculum Develupmnent, Curriculum Planniany,

*Environnental Educatien, Interdisciplinary

Approach, *Leerning Theories, Multimedia

Instruction, Projects, Reports, Social Studies,

Teacher Participation, *Urbanization
IDENTIFIERS Canada, *Project Canada West

ABSTRACT

This first interim repert of project Canada West,
jinitiated in April, 1970, includes three papers. "Curriculunm
Development in Urbanization," by Dr. k. H.o Sabey, Acting Executive
Director, is an overview ot the Project's history, purpose, and the 5
year plan for phases of research development. (See SO 003 283 for
couplete abstract.) Two of the papers were delivered at a workshop
for sub-vroject leaders. "A& Curricular and Instructional Design," by
Dr. Ted Aoki discusses curriculum definition, learning theories,
intended learning outcomes, concept teaching, teaching strategy, the
teacher-student relationship, multimedis instruction, and other
factors in the teachiny-learning process with an appended
bibliography« Dr. Donal Truss's Wbusy work or Valuing-The Use of
Media in Classroons' deals with audiovisual instruction and
emphasizes use of technological equipment for taped materials and
films. He presents 4 sanmple film-making scenario. Appendices to the
interim report include the Constitution of Project Canada Wust and
list c¢f Board of Trustee personnel. Also giver are the title,
location, personnel, and consultants tor each c¢f the 14 sub-proiect
teams. The Project intends to publish interimn reports bi-annudlly. 59
000 525 contains information on the Project newsletter, (JSB)

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



U.S DEPARTMENT QF HEALTH,
EDUCATION & WELFARE
OFFICE OF EDUCAT.ON

THIS DOCUMENT HAS BEEN REPRQ

DUCED EXACTLY AS RECEIVED FACOM
THE PERSON OR ORGANIZATION CRIG-
INATING (T POINTS OF VIEW OR OPIN
IONS STATED DO NOT NECESSARILY
REPRESENT OFFICIAL OFFICE OF €0U-
CATION FOSITION OR POLICY

ED0491 95

INTERIM  REPORT

JANUARY 1971

\n
. NS
N
Western Curricuiurn Project

O

)

O LY [ ]
on Canadea Stucies

N

ERIC

1



FOREWORD

Project Canado West become an official entity in April 1970 when a Board of
Trustees was constituted and a constitution was adopted by this board on June 18,
1970. A copy of the adopted constitution may he found in Appendix A.

This interim repart is presented for the purposes of identifying the interests of
Froject Canade West and of indicoting progress that has been made to date.

This publication will present: on overview statement by Dr. R.H. Sobey, /icting
Executive Director of Project Canada West, reports from the June sub-project
leaders werkshop which were delivered by Dr. Ted Aoki ond Dr. Donald Truss.
In addition a list of personnel associoted with Project Canado West will be given
in Appendix B.

This interim report is the first of what is anticipated as bi-annual publications of
Project Canodo West,

R. H. Sabey
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PROJECT CANADA WEST - CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT IN URBANIZATION

Dr. R. H. Sabey, an address presented at the Laurentian Project Workshop,
August 1970. Held at Trent University, Peterborough, Ontario.

Project Canada West, is an orgcnization encompassing the provinces of
Manitoba, Saskatchewan, Alberta and British Columbia. This organization has
chosen the topic of urbanization and urban studies as the focal point of curriculum
development. The very existence of Project Canada West as an inter-provincial
educational organization is interesting. The actual cooparative spirit which pre-
vades Project Canada West is unique. Not only are organizations from different
provinces working together with a common goal but organizations ot all levels of
education within the provinces are cooperatively engaged with a single purpose in
mind - to develop curriculum with a Canadian thene. We thus see the departments
of education in each province, the universities in each province, the teacher
organizations in each province and teachers from each piovince working together
towards a common goal. To date, there has been little evidence, if any, of the
territorial imperatives usually associated with the organizations mentioned above.
Both inter-provincial and intra=provincial coopeiation is in evidence.

It is my opinion that this unique organization is worth examining since
| feel that its very existence is the tale of the concerns expressed by Hodgetts
in "What Cuiture? What Heritage?"; and of the solutions Hodgetts offers. | shall
also state at this point that the expression "in my opinion" is very germane to
the point of this paper. We in Project Canada West believz that the building of
a rational community as discussed by Hodgetts is based upon cbtaining o variety of
views and opinions regarding the questions ... What are the problems of urbanization?
What is urbanization? From whot conceptual framework do you wish to view urbanization?
What is it about our urban environment that should be studied .. ond how? The
message is, then, just my opinion, and this opinion is presented to you for critical
exomination and as a basis for comparison with your opinion. It is the introduction
of many viewpoints and a critical examinotion of these viewpoints which may
lead to a rational viewpoint.

A useful way of examining Pioject Conada West is from the viewpoint of
a model for curriculum development. This model has four phases. The phoses are
not necessarily sequential and are usually more neatly concu:rent or at least
highly inter-related by nature. The four phases are:-
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The location of the problem.

2, The gaining and o:ganizing knowledge within the parameters of the
problem. This moy be called the development of the material.

3. The teaching strategies associated with placing the selected problems
within a cuzriculum and in the classroom.

4. The evaluation of thz processes and the project.

This is expressed diagramotically as developed by Dr. T. Aoki of the
University of Alberta on page 2a.

LOCATING THE PROBLEM

The location of the problem {utbanization) selected by Proj=ct Canade
West daveloped from the publication "What Culisre? What Heritage? " by A.B.
Hodgetts in June, 1968. In his presentations of a case for o Canada Studies
consortium Hodgetts states: "We recommend that new materials and appropriate
teaching strategies for Canada studies should be designed to give our young people
a much greater understanding of their Country cnd its problems than we have in
the past." === "The tools for this purpose, that is for identifying, analysing and
trying io make sense of complex social proklems, are the intellectual disciplines.’
--= "The insights and some of th= techniques of the social sciences and humanities
should be used in Canadian studiss. " --- "We are capable of building a more
rational community approximating the democratiz ideal." ==~ “We must identify
continuing themes if Canadians study sociat problems. "

From this beginning, | believe many are familiar with the events
which led to bringing Hodgett's recommendation to the point at which they are
todoy. | will, however, reiterate these events. (This summary is from the
preliminary proposel for Canadian studies of urbanization and urban life - Canada
Studies Project, Western group, Deczember 15, 1969).

i. The estoblishment of a Canada Studies program at the Ontorio Institute
for studies in education under the chairmanship of Dr. E.J. Ingram,

2. A three day invitaticnal feasibility conference keld in Toronto,
February 20, 1969.

3. A three day Canada Studies conference at Trent University held in
May, 1969. The impetus toward establisning a We tern censortium for curriculum
material in the area of Canada studiescamelorgely from Dr. L.W. Downey, Director
of the Alberta Human Resources Research Council, Mr. John S. Church, Acting Director
of Professional Development, B.C. Teachers' Federation and Dr. George S. Tompkins,
Faculty of Education, University of British Columbia. At their initiative a plan=-
ning group was called together in Calgary in June 1969. An action committee
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consisting of Mrs. Hilda Symonds from the Unive:sity of B.*tish Columbia and Dr.
Gordon Mclntosh of the Alberta Human Resources Research Council was constituted
and assigned the task of drafting a preliminary proposal.

4. The preliminasy proposal was drafted ond discussed at a mesting held
in Kelowna, B.C. in September, 1969.

5. An interim policy committee mueting was called for December in
Vancouver. A1 this stage representatives from Manitoba, Saskatchewon, Alberta
ond B.C. were involved.

6. A sub-committee made up of senior professiona’ development officers
from the four western Teacheis' Qrganizations, Kris Breckman, from Manitoba,
Art McBeoth, from Saskatchewan, Ken Bride from Alberta and fohn Church frem
British Columbia with Gordon Mcintosh as committes sacretery wos formed.,

7. This group called for cur:icular proposols from in:erasted educotors
throughout the four western provinces. Qu=r sixty proposals were reczived.

8. In April, 1970 Project Canada West was formalized and the Board of
Trustees was constituted. This board included the four serior professional develop-
ment officers nomed above plus Dr. E..}. :giam from the Alberta Humon Resources
Research Council. This group then through the cooperation of HRRC and the Alberta
Deparrment of Education obtained through sscondment, Dr. R.H, Sabey as Acting
Executive Director of Project Canada West, Subsequent to the Apsil meeting applic-
ations for appointment to the Bocrd of Trust2rs kod been r2ceived from the University
of Saskatchewan and from the Manitoba Department of “ducation.

But back to my original point. As a result of this development, the
theme of urbanizotion and urban life wos selacted os baing geimane to Canadian
Studies, and thus as the general problem idantified for curzicular development.
The overall objective then, of Project anada West is anvironmenta! study. Spec-
ifically, tie Canadian environment and more specificolly the urban aspect of the
Canadian environment. The investigations thus far has ideatified a probtem and
has called for an investigation of "what is" and has stated a termisal objectivs
of "what ought to be."

In doing this, Hodgetts and th» Project Canada West people have sited three
levels of inquiry which Brissey and Rills {United Stoies Air Force office of Scientific
Research Technical Report: AF . AFOSR 1055-66: Feb:ruary 1969) see as necessary for
the understanding of a problem.

The call for developing and understanding of "what is,” is a call for
designative inquiry. The terminal objectives of a 1ationo! community reflect an
appraisive inquiry into "what ought to be." We a:2 also told through the evolvement
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of Project Canada West, that the prescriptive inquiry or the inquiry into how to
change “what is" to "what ought to be" should be through the media of the intel-
lectual disciplines.

The designative inquiry calls for obtaining information ¢bout the environ-
ment. Actors in the environment must kriow something about the structure of the
environment and be able to form a conceptual picture of "what is."

The appraisive inquiry is concerned with how one wants the environment
to be or "what ought to be" according to the actor's preferences and values.

The prescriptive inquiry is directed to learning how one's acts yield
particular outcomes. Prescriptive inquiry leads to the ability to perform on the
environment in the se:vice of preferred states or values, That is prescriptive inquiry
is concerned with changing "what is” to "what ought to be."

These three forms of knowing are inter-related and the understanding of
our environment is threatened by malperformance in any of the areas.

This leads into the second componertof our curricula development model:
The organization of knowledge and the development of material.

ORGANIZATION OF KNOWLEDGE

The organization of knowledge pertaining to the theme of urbanizaiion
presents a difficult task and it is reccgnized that the organization selected repre-
sents an oibitrary decision.

Proposals received from interested educators viewed the phenomenon of
organization from a wide range of viewpoints. The viewpoints included those of
most of the social sciences, of artists, of poets and of builders. Those receiving
the proposals were faced with many constraints, monetary, personnel, etc. and thus
were not able to encourage the davelopment of all proposals. The selection of these
proposals wos made on the basis of how each proposol fitted into the organization
of knowledge which was arbitrarily selected by the committee receiving the proposals.

The organization of knowledge was based on the works of Constantinos A.
Doxiadis in his study of Ekistics, the study of human settlements. The elements of
the urban systems to be considered were man, society, shells, network and nature.
The continuing themes of these elements, individuality, group inequality, growth,
power siructure, esthetics and technology systems were also considered in the Doxiadis
grid. The projects were selected on the basis of their fit into the attached grid,
page 4a. An attempt was made to include all ¢cells of the grid. It becomes more
evident that the problem of urbanization is closely related to the problem of technology!
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The organization implied thot various views of social reality wzre neces-
sary. |t became evident that the knowledge was to be organized in such o way that
students would become proficient in viewing their environment frem the frome of
references of the social sciences and in understanding that there are various vantage
points from which one may view a social problem. Students thus exposed to this
organization of knowledge may become aware that they may hold different viewpoints
in society and that these different viewpoints develop due to "he vantage points
from which they view the problem.

It becemes the role of the social studies to convey an authentic picture
of social reality and of the necessary inquiry into social reality. [t becomes
important that secial studies education should en-ourage a wida range of techniques
pertinent to inquiry. Yo augment this wide range of inquiry skill it seems important
to present a wide tange of conceptual views of social reality. Students of social
studies then come to realize that their views of social reality rest primarily on
their own conceptunl viewpoint of sociely and their techniques of inquiry into the
social problem.

The sort of "provincial ar regional solipsism" which Hodgetts describes
in "What Colture? What Heritage? ™ is something which takes away from a feeling
of national unity in Canada. [t seets however, that were one to viev: social problems
only trom a particular discipline thot there ceuld be developed o sort of "discipline
based solipsism" which would be equally as disadvantageous to siudents as is the
"regional solipsism" which we seek to avert. A firm principle of Project Canada West
is that material developed should organize knowledge in such a way as to encourage
the viewpoir! of urbonization from a variety of views. The limitations as to the
number of views are constraints {mposed by the Dosiadis yrid. These constroints
were selected so that some focus on tlie problem of urbanization could he obtained
and some variety of views could stifl ke represented.

Students exposed to knowledge organized in this fashion will come to
realize that “social reality"is largely invisible. The complex field of relationships
estoblished between groups easily escapes the general view of people. The social
sciences can come to be heuristic devices for explaining social actions from various
viewpoints. The task of social studies educators when confronted with this knowledge
is to develop the mind of students to the point where they can:

1. Recogn'ze ¢ problem.

2. Describe that problem in te, ns of who has the prohlex with respect
to vho or what.

3. Invent heuristic devices or concepts which may explain the social problem.

4. Develop a method of inquiry associated with the social sciences to assist
collecting information which may have a bearing on their hypothesized
El{l‘C relotionship.
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5. Recognize the tentativeness of findings and realize that their
findings depend very much on their own conceptual viewpoints.

6. Develop minds which are constantly open to inquiry and which view
social problems both from their own viewpoint and from the viewpoint
of others.

7. Be able to live in the world of uncertainty which they discover.

It is noteworthy that traditionally urbanization has been the personul domain
of the sociologist. [t is also germane to my argument for concomitont viewpoints to
note that recently there have been o number of people from other disciplines which
have played a very important role in focusing attentions upon the plights of the City.
Oscar Lewis, an anthropologist in "lo Vida" and in "The Children of Sanchez";
Michae! Harrington, a journalist in "The Other American®; Herbert Ganz, a cify
planner in "The Urbon Villagsrs"; Robart Prethsus in "Men at the Top"; and David
Kaplovitz, an economist in "The Poor Pay Mo:e" have each exomined urban problems
from o different viewpcint and have thus bsen successful in identifying new variables
and relationships between these variables.

It is this eclectic view of urbanization which couses Project Canada West
to view the organization of knowledge in its curriculum development in the manner
in which it does. The Projects selected include those developing material dealing
with: pollution, the aesthetics of a city, the process of urbanization, urbon geography,
town planning, implications of sharing a city by various ethnic groups, the problems of
schoo!: in the inner city, urbanization in siagle resource communities, urban govern-
ment, personal identity, historical development of cities and interdependence within
a city.

Each project is in the process of developing a conceptual framework or
theoretical rationale which will guide the research into the particular problem selected.
The development is being done through th: cooperative efforts of teachers, adminis-
trotors, and uriversity personnel. This developmental phase will, in most cases, be
the major efforts of eoch team for the first yeor. P.C.W. stresses that the orgonization
of curricular material can only be done if the developers are thoroughly familiar with
the view of social realitywhich they wish to examina, fuzzy concepts usually result
in the devefopment of fuzzy curricular materio!,

The guide for development includes the following ciiteria:

1. It would be ¢ statement of the problem in which there would be a
precise description of the aspects of organization to be considered,
a statement of the relationsnips which would be examined, a discussion
of the methods of examination and a specific statement with expected
relationships which may be found according te some conceptual frome~
work., This portion could be stuted in irode! v .0 7.e. diagram or in
a written statement.
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2. There would be an expanded statement discussing the methods which
would be used by each team in examining the problem which they
had identified.

3. There would be some discussion of the intended learning outcomes or
the broad objectives of the proposo!.

4. There wouid be some discussion of teaching strategies which would
be useful in bringing the material to classroom situations.

5. There would be a d" cussion of suggested evaluative criteria for
evaluating the zuiriculum material.

6. There would be a discussion and a precise statement af what is was
that was being devaloped; both the process und the product and that
a discussion of the transferability of the product and the nprocess to
other classrooms would be included in the proposal to be submitted
in September,

Closely related to the organization of knowledge is a factor which we call
the process of deveiopment. It is suggested that equally impo:tant are:

1. The curriculum proaucts which are produced by each sub=project.
2. A description of the process of developing these projects.

it is our view, that just as much curriculum material produced in the U,S.A,
lacks relevance to the Canadian scene, materials produced in the environinent of
Edmonton, Alberta may lack, te u lesser degree granted, relevance to the Regine
environment. Acceptance of this view leads ur 10 the belief that wh.le the material
or product will have a large degree of transferability throughout Canada it is equally
important that the process of deveiopment be made explicit so that similar materials
may be produced in various parts of Canada.

THE TEACHING PROCESS IN CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT

P.C.W, is committed to the helief that instructional planning, or a study
of the teaching processes associated with each sub-project, is an iniegral part of
the curriculum. This planning concerns itself both with the instrumental content of
the curriculum - what should be taught - and with the teaching strategies - how
should the content be iaught. This planning then, logically, becomes the basis for
evaluation of the curricutum.

The model for curricular and instructional technique accepted by Project

Canada West is one preseni=d by Dr. Ted Aoki in o "roject Conada West workshop held
in June, 1970, Dr. Aoki's modei is an adaptation of M. Johnson's modei of curricular

12
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and instructional design. Ife presents the curricvlum as a matrix of intended learning
outcomes, instrumental content, and ‘eaching strategies. He emphatically states that
the learning outcomes of the student is smuch o functivn of the teaching strategies
associated with the curriculum as it is of the curriculum organization and instrumental
content. Project Canada West is greatly indebted to Dr. Aoki for his efforts in
pointing out the importance of instructional strategies in the overall curriculum
model.

The aspect of curriculum development which perhaps may prove to contribute
most to the success of Projec’ ..- nada West is the inter-relationship of contert and
process. Each team includes classroom teachers. The emphasis of our project is upon
teacher-developed material and processes. Closely cillied with each team; there is also
University, Department of Education and Teache. Organization personnel. [t is hypoth=
esized that teams with these resources will be successful in developing the teaching
strategies appropriote to the curricular material developed. The major focus of 1each-
ing is to be in the teaching concepts. 't is cniicipotad that thrcugh th~ de relopmen al
stage, experimentation in the classroom will allow the proje~t teams to discover he
sequence of presenting information which will leod to concept for..ation by the students.

The conceptua! scheme piesented by Dr, Aoki asks openly and vigarously
"What Curriculum?, What Instructional Plan?, What instruction?

EVALUATION OF THE PROCESSES AND THE PRODUCT

Another phase of our curricular model calls for the evaluation of material,
teaching strategies and the exient of gain of the intended learning outceines by the
students. This phase while it is constantly in the foreground of our project teams
has not been formalized. Some thought has been given to the use of the curriculum
material analysis system developed by the Social Sciences Education Consortium in
the U,S.A., but at this stuge we have done what has so often Leen done in the post.

-We have said that the development of an evaluative instrumeat will be on ongoing

process which will develop to fit the needs of objectives of the project.

The evaluation to be developed which, in keeping with the admonition of
Dr. Aoki, will be an ongoing process, will bz made public prior to the evaluative
activities and will take the form of o check for internal consistency among criteria,
source and the stiucture of the sequence of presentation of the material. This
formative evoluation will thus examine what should be taught? = the instrumental
content, and how shouid the content be tcught? - the teaching strategies?

SUMMARY

Project Cancdo West then is a fledgling orgonization which has come into
existence during the post year, ond which expects tu be a much more viable organiz-
ation ot this time next year. We feel thot the strength of Project Canada West lies
in the follewing oreos.
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1. Invoivement of all educationa! organizations in the fo r western provinces.

2. Classroom teacher centered curriculum development which will lead to
development of successful teaching strategies and their inter-relaiion=
ship with the instrumental content of the curricutum.

3. The implicit statement of processes emn'syed in curriculum development.
This will increase the probability of transferability of the curriculum
material,

4. The encouragement of a wide range of views of the urben problem.

5. The integration of the problems associated with urbanization with
other problems such as technology, communication and the like.

6. The cautious approach involving thorough planning and developmental
activities prior to actudl production of curricular material,

Qur general long-range plans for the next five years are as follows:

Year 1 -

Year 2 -

Year 3 -

Year 4 -

Year 5 =

A developmental phase. Each project will arrive at a clear conceptual
base upon which to build their project.

Production of curriculum material.
Pilot classes in selecied scheol.

In=service education related to the curricular material in all western
provinces.,

Evaluation

We feel that our development is closely allied to other projects. We

feel that their expertise and aur expertise ~hould be shored in one form or another.
We hope that, just as the four western provinces have developed an actively
cooperative approach to their problem, Project Canada West and the other Canada
Studies Foundation projects will seek to discover all avenues of mutual concern and
cooperation. |n my opinion, this type of activity will do much towards improving
the education of our children in the Dominion of Canada "From Sea to Sea" and to
cause our children to become aware of the multi-culture basis of Canada and of the
inherent :trengths and weaknesses of this country. This awareness is a necessary
pre-requisite for the development of true tolerance which, in my opinion, s a
necessary attribute of all Canadians, and of the rational community which we seek.
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A CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTIONAL DESIGN

Dr. T. Aoki, an address presented ot the Project Canada West Workshop,
June 19, 1970. Held ot Providence Centre, Edmonton.

Discussing “curriculum™ is currently an "in~thing.” Everyone's doing it,
and as in Social Siudies so in curriculum matters, experts abound. In the jurgle of
jargon that prevails in curriculum discussions, | find the term "curriculum" a
weasel-word, whose multiplicity of assigned meanings often hinder rather than
promote communicoticn among discussanis.

A few months ago | set to task a seminar group of graduate students, all
experienced teachers, to put into werds their notion of "curriculum.™ Their output
was an array of descriptions that voried widely. | suppose there was no right nor
wrong about any of them,for each in its own way hod something to offer. But they
did vary on another dimension; some possessing greater conceptual clarity and
revealing relations among components were mcre penetrating and illuminating than
others. A careful examination revealed o divergence in the referents symbolized
by the term "curriculum.* Predictably, this sort of variance accurs whenever a
group meet to discuss curriculum. No wonder then that discussants of curriculum
often talk past each other = not communicating or at best miscommunicating.

When a serious discussion of curriculum orises, one is wont to introduce
the Ralph Tyler rationule that he put forth in 1950, In it he posed the following
four questions which in themselves define curriculum as he conceived it: (12 = |, 2)

(1) What educational purposes should the school seek to attain?

{2) What educational experiences can be provided that are likely to attain
these purposes?

3 How can these educational experiences be effectively organized?
(4) lHow can we determine whether these purposes are being attained?

it is generally acknowledged among curriculum people that Tyler's rationale is a
synthesis and summation of a half century of thought in the field of curriculum.
On this point, Goodlad, (8 - 144) comments:

He (Tyler) has clarified and systemized what appear to be central
questions running through the practical affairs of curriculum
mokers. |t is probably fair to say that Tyler put the capstone on
one epoch of curriculum inquiry ond, in so deing, dramatized the
need for another, to prepore the field of curriculum for theory~
building through the construction of conceptual systems.
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Two decades since Tyler posited the rationale, we are still groping for o reconstruction.

A major criticism levelled at the Tyler definition is the way in which it
obscures the relationship between curriculum and instruction. A key term for Tyler
is "learning expeiiences" (See Question 2 and 3 above). Surely, the task of providing
students with opportunities for learning experiences is an instructional task, not o
curricular task.  But | am getting ahead of myself.

We can readily ogree that the focus of Project Canada West is the improve=
ment of Social Studies teaching in our schools. When the term "teaching" is used,
people usually conjure forth an image of a teacher with her brood of students engaged
in some sort of activity we style teaching. Philip W. Jackson (3) objected to the
narrowness of this sort of conception and called for a more realistic view, extending
teaching to include those activities engaged in by a teacher, usually olone, getting
ready to meet his class. He identified two phases aptly naming them "preactive
teaching® and “interactive teaching." During the preactive phase the central task
of teaching is instructional planning, and if no curriculum exists, curriculum
deve lopment as well. During the interactive phase the central task of teaching is

instruction.

| have now introduced the three crucial terms for this paper: curriculum,
instructional planning and instruction, each of which needs definition and description

to some degree and whose significance can be demonctrated only if the relationships
among the terms are made explicit. What follows is a conceptual curriculum and
instructional design based on ideas developed by Mauritz Johnson in his 1967 and
1968 papers. (For Aoki's adaptation of the design, see appendix).

Curriculum

In dealing with the term "curriculum" it may be worth our while to look
at a few selected definitions found in current literature:

)] Goodlad: "A curriculum consists of all those learnings
intended for a student or group of students. "
(8-171)

2) Robert M. Gagne:  "A curriculum is a series of content units

capable of being acquired under a single
set of fearning conditions." (6 - 6)

(3) V/. James Popham and Eva I, Baker: "Curriculum is all the
planned leatning outcomes for which the
school is responsible. " (9 - 48)

4) Maurit:: Johnson: "A curriculum is o structurc 1 series of irtended

learning outcomes and as such they prescribe
the re.ults of instruction' (5 - 44).
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In all of these, curriculum is conceived as ends saught, and thus, the implied basic
curriculum question is "What outcomes do we want to result from instruction? "
Goodlad's intended learnings, Gagne's content units capable of being acquired,
Popham and Baker's planned leorning outcomes, Johnson's intended tearning outcomes,
all refer to ends sought. Learning experiences as Tyler would have it or planned
learning activities as others would have it are means to ends. Expariences and
activities ore instrumental to terminal values, the outcomes, and as such are directly
related to instruction (means) rather than to curriculum (ends}. Thus curriculum
defined as "learning experiences" or as "planned learning activities" tend to bring
about confusion between ends ond means, whereas curriculum defined as "intended
learning outcomes” accommodates the conceptual identity of "instruction.” Thus

my preference is for a definition of curriculum that refers to what teachers in their
preactive deliberations decide what students should learn end not what teachers
intend that students DO. What it is intended that students DO is an instructional
matter.

Curriculum conceptualized as intended lea.ning outcomes (ILO's) is an
oulput of a curriculum development system. During the development of a curric-
ulum, a host of questions emerge. Four of these appeor to be pertinent to my
discussion. They are as follows:

(1) What is the source (or what are the sources) of [LO's?

) What are the criteria for the selection of 1LO's?

{(3) How can the selected ILO"s be organized into a structured sequence
{a motrix)?

(4 How can evaluation be built in during the developraental phase?

The first question about source or sources of curriculum reminds us of
the ASCD publication entitled "What are the sources of the Curriculum? A
Symposium. " (1} The participants in this symposium offered as sources the
following: {1} the nature of the learner, his needs and/or interests, (2) the noture
of society, its values and/or problems, and (3) the nature of disciplined knowledge,
its content and/or processes. Arthur W, Foshay {1-13) in presenting his proposal
for the improvement of education made a plea to curriculum huilders in this way:

Our task in curriculum work is greotly conplicated by the
opportunities and perils of our times. We have come to a
deeper knowledge of t+ child we tecch and of the man we
hope he will become ... in order that we may properly
take into account the nature of organized knowledge in the
servico of society we would hove. It is in the unity of
these three - the child, the society, and orgenized
knowledge = that future excellence in the schools will
be found.
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The debate among the participants of the symposium was not whether or not the three
sources identified were indeed sources, but rather on the issue of priorities among the
three "sources." | agree with Johnson who would claim that Foshay and others

erred in confusing source of ILO's and criteriafor the selection of ILO's. All of the
three may indeed serve as criteria, but only the last, the disciplines or organized
knowledge can be corsidered a source..And even here, it is only partial for the
possible source of curricufum - the only possible source = is the total cultural content.
This cultural content can be thought of as consisting in the main of disciplined and
non-disciplined knowledge, or as Goodlad would have it, “funded knowledge and
“conventional wisdom. "

Curriculum development is concerned with the selection of ILO's from
this source, and, then, organizing them into a curriculum matrix. The second and
third questions, what are the criteria for the selection of ILO's? How can the
sefected [LO's be organized into a structure of intended learning outcomes, are
applicable here.

In this context it is interesting to note that Goodlad advanced the concept
of organizing element {which is comparable to our ILO) selected from the "funded
knowledge" poition o cultural content in terms of the following selecting criteria:
appropriateness and representativeness for revealing the methodology and organizing
principles of given fields of knowledge. It is also appropriate to note that
Philip Phenix in dealing with realms or meaning available to us defired a discipline
as know ledge organized for instruction. Further, the well~known works of Bloom,
Krathwohl and their colleagues are directed towards the specifications of these ILO's.,

But enough said for it is to this crucial and rigorous aspect of curricular
task that Dr. Sabey will address himself this afternoon when he deals with the topic,
"Contribitions of the Social Sciences to Social Studies and to Project Canada West."

One quick comment akoui evaluation before | shift to the next phase. |(f
you examine the rationale of many Social Studies curriculum projects, there is a
cas' ilness about evaluation. At times one feels that a popular view held is that as
long as there is some sort of evaluation somewhere along the lire, the claim to
cusriculum evaluation can be made. | feal that project people who intend to make
public their product need to build in careful evaluation at several puints, one of
them being the evaluation of the output of curriculum development, the structured
sequence of intended learning outcomes. This evaluation might take the form of o
check for internal consistency among criteria, source and th2 structured sequence
of ILO's, a type of evaluation Scriven refers to as Formative Evaluation.

Instructional Planning

Let's shift now to the next stage of the conceptual scheme, instructional
planning. At this stage, curriculum, the output of the curriculum development
system becomes input of instructional planning which is within the preactive phose of
the instructional system.
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Let us recall that curriculum is the end, instruction a means to that end.
Curriculum assumes multiple ways of reaching a destination, and it also ussumes
individualization of instructional planning. The concept of professionalism supiports
this view. However, because of the expertise required, instiuctional planning is
increasingly being done for_rather than by instructors themselves. We now see on
the market "teacher-proof™ instructisnal packages, which in one sense deprofession=
alizes a teacher if she is to be merely a technician putting into operation a preduct
of a curriculum engineer. A design problem of how to build into curriculum and
instructional design, the instructors' degrees of freedom is a problem that cannot
be ignored.

Instructional planning, the phase which links curriculum and instruction,
has two major componenrs: (1) instructional content and (2) teaching strategies.

Th2 instructional content component concists of hwo sub=components:
(1) the ILO's and (2) instrumental content. The ILO is relalively fixed; insttumental
content is flexible. Instrumental contznt as the term indicates is that content instruro=
ental to the goal, the ILO. It consists, in Goodlad's terms, "organizing centers, "
(note they differ from "organizing elements" mentioned earlier), a catch=hold point for
learning, something which would call fo' th desired reactions from students. [nstrumental
content is the given, used to gu’.'= students to the ILO. Instrumental content is the
object, event or action with which students transact affectively, cognitively and conatively.
A good instrumental content is seductive, pregnant with possibilities for involved™
intellection. 1t may come in many forms and shapes, print oo non=print. It may
come in the form of films, filmstrips, tapes, transparencies, books. It may be a
social issue, a curtent problem that "grabs" the student. [t may even be a lecture
(note, a lecture is not considered a method). [t is the stuff with which students
transact, and in this transaction, the instructor is not a participant, but a mediator:
he is a stage manager and a director, not an actor.

| feel that the notion of instrumental content is very critical in your
coming ventures ~ for most of you are concerned with the development of
instrumental content in some form. The educational market is becoming flooded
with a mass of instrumental content, (mostly Americon) the bulk of which are yet
untested for effectiveness.

In this connection let us cxamine a recent study in the USA evaluating
various forms of instrumental content based on teacher ratings of the effectiveness
of Social Studies media judged cn the ability to generate and maintain interests
and to explicate and illustrate concepts of generalizations. They were rated on
a 10 pointscale, 10 being the highest. Below is a summary of ratings of 14 forms
of instrumental content.

O
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RATINGS OF FORMS OF INSTRUMENTAL CONTENT*

Instrumer.tal Content Rating
a. Project games and simulation 10
b, Artifacts 8
c. Project slides 7
d. Commercial games 7
e. Multi-media kits not produced by project 7
f. Project films 6
g. Project transparencies 5
h. Teacher produced slides 4
i Teacher produced transparencies 4
i Project records and tapes 3.5
k. Project filmstrips 3
l. Teacher recommended commercial films 2
m. Commercial filmstrips 1
n. "Original" documents 1

* Adapted from Social Education, April, 1970, p. 454,

it is significant to note (1) that instrumental content forms that invoive more than one
of the senses were judged bett.r transactional materials than a predominantly one sense
medium, (2) that instrumental content developed in sp2cial Social Studies Curriculum
projects were judged superior in effectiveness to those which were merely recommended
and presumed to be available and relevant, such as the commerciai films and filmsirips.

To generalize to our situation from this one evaluation, that done in the
United States and also that based on subjective opinion of teachers will be risky, but
the foregoing does suggest that we need to be alert to the possibilities of the multi=
sensory approaches to the development of instrumental content. [t should be possible
for some of our projects to include research to test out some hypotheses on the effective-
ness of kinds and forms of instrutnentz! content.

In the development of instrumental content, project members will certainly
need to make explicit criteria for selection or criteria for development of instrumental
content. These criteria will not only serve as task guidelines in the selection and/or
creation of these transaztional material, but will also serve as the standard against
which their evaluation can be made.

The componant other than instructional content in instructional planning is
"teaching strategies. " A few years ago, Bruner (2-523) in his article entitled
"Needed: a Theory of Instruction," stated:

Over the past several years it has become ircreasingly clecr to

me as to any thinking person today, that ... the field of curric-
ulum design suffers ... from the lack of a theory of instruction.
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For some time educators have been operating on the assumption of symmetry
between learning and teaching {(as witness the frequency with which we see the
hyphenated expression "teaching=learning process, " an assumption which implies
that as long as we know principles of learning, we can deduce from them principles
of teaching. Lately, some have been enquiring into the character of the hyphea
between teaching and learning, and are questioning the simplistic relationship
hitherto assumed to exist. Reconceptualizations of teaching and instruction are
permitting o thrust in a new direction givir.g us a body of knowledge, hopeiully
leading to principles of teaching. Some noted people striving in this direction are
A, Bellack, B. Othonel Smith, N. Flanders, Marie Hughes, James J. Gallagher,
D. Mediey, D. Mitzel, M. Meux, E. Amidon, D. Oliver and J. Shaver, and
Taba's disciples.

It is interesting to note how some of their efforts illuminate aspects of
curriculum and instructional planning hitherto undetected. One of the weli~known
curriculum projects outside the field of Social Studies is the BSCS (Biological
Sciences Cusriculum Study) initiated in 1958. Nine years later the services of
J.J. Gallagher were obtained to examine the ways in which teachers were unpack=~
aging the BSCS curriculum in the classioom.

Gallagher was mindful that many major curriculum movements were operating
on an assumption, often unstated, that the key variable of learning outcome was rather
exclusively a function of curriculum organization, exuding thus, a degree of confidence
on curriculuin organization that would NOT be held by those who had studied [earning
outcome variables under other circumstances. Student outcome is likely, says
Gallagher, (7-16), a functicn not only of curriculum, but alsc student ability and
past knowledge of the subject, teacher content knowledge, teaching strategy,
climate of classroom, etc.

Called upon to seex what was going on in BSCS classrooms in which teachers
were armed with the same (LO's oad the some instrumental content, he designed an
investigation controlling the variobles so that the personal style of teaching would be
the major variable left to influznce the performance. He analyzed tapescripts of
classroom discourse using a three dimensional interaction analysis instrument. These
dimensions were (1) the choracter of goal sougnt (contant or skill), (2) level of
conceptualizotion {data level, concept level, generalization level), and (3) style
of thinking (description, explanation, evaluation, and expansion).

P will let Gallaghar (7-17) discuss his own findings:

"From on operational standpoint, there really is no such
thing as BSCS curriculum presentation in the schools.
Rather there is the interp:atations of the BSCS curriculum
and so forth ... The substantiof diffe ances found in
topics in terms of goals and levels of abstraction suggest
that the teachers have different opproaches in terms of
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instructior.al strategy thot results in different ideas and
concepts being presented to the students ... to soy that
u student has been through the BSCS curriculum probably
does not give as much specific information as the curric-
ulum innovators might have hoped."

He goes on to say,

"Most of the new curriculum movements hove been impressed
in their first contacts with content area teachers as to how
deficient these teachers were in basic understanding of their
subject area. Much of the emphases of the training programs
were therefcre centered on learning the "new math" or the
"new biology" or what have you, Other instructional goals
such as teaching for inquiry or stimulating creative abilities
of students were given second place and presented, if at

all, through the observation of a master tew sher at work ...
such limited emphases on instructional strotegy are not
enough. Most teachers must be taught the cognitive skills

of how precisely to conduct a class discussion, or how to
stimulate innovative approaches on the part of the studert,
Such teaching of instructional strategies has to be explicit
as the subject area teaching if orie wishes the teachers to have
similar competencies. " (underlining mine)

Gallagher's point is thot the development of an instructional pla which
fails to give high priotity to tecching strategies in no way guarantees effec ive
fearning. The BSCS people, [ understand, have been giving a hard look at the
weakness in their rationale. The weight that should be given to teaching strategies
in the instructional plenning component is the basic issue here.

An illustration of curriculua: and instructional plan development which
gave tp priority to teaching strotegies was Taba's work with the Social Studies
in California. In her study she develioped ond used a tri-dimensional classroom
verbal interaction analysis instrument which indicates in itself focal points in
conceptualizing "teaching." The three dimensions were: (1) source of thought
units and whether the source was giving or seeking, (2) levels of cognitive
thought, (3} function of thought units, related and unrelated to the logic of the
content, Tdba put her experimental teachers through a short but vigorous pragram.

Analysis revealed, contrary to pepular notions, that her "slow" learners
operated irlellectually at abstract levels comparable to the "fast” learners, but
that the slow learners required a teaching tactic that accommodated o greater number
of concrete instances before they wers able to lift themselves to an abstract level.
| see here a significant implication for instrumentol content material development:
hold the cognitive level objective constant; vary the nature of instrumental content
in terms of degrees of akstraction.
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Another interesting finding relatc d teacher pacing with lifts from one
cognitive thought level to unother, Haphazard attempts at lifting the level of
thought or mistiming the lifting, resulted in regression so that toward the end of
the lesson, the students were operating at a low thought level.

Let Taba (11 = 228} drive home the role of teaching strategies in curriculum
innovations.

“Unless teaching methods consistent with the innovative

curriculum are used in the classroom, that curriculum becomes
diluted, misused, and ineffectual. The most important observation
that can be made from the data collected in tiis study is the
centrality and power of the teacher's role in initiaiirg cognitive
operations and detarmining which kinds are open to students. From
that follows the importance of implementing cutiiculum innovaiians
that focus on behavioral objectives by making adequate tecching
strategies available to teachers, " {underlining mine)

Both Gallagher and Taba's studies point up the impertance of includirg
within the total curriculum and instructional design the component of teaching
strategies. They have stated in effect that a curriculum and instructional plan
that omits this component is conceptual’v flawed at the outset. A flaw in concep-
tion is apt to lead to a miscarriage, or it it is allowed to come to life, it is apt to
be deformed.

INSTRUCTION

1 will be very brief about Johnson's conception of instiuction in inreractive
teaching. In instruction the fundamental interaction is the transaction between the
individual student and selected segments of his environment, that is, instrumental
content displayed. In a classroom setting, this fundamental interaction is complicated
Ly the medicting presence ¢ an instructor and other students. There is interpersonal
irteraction which hos 1 large bearing on the affective climate of the social setting.
Beyond that is the teacher's control tactics, not altogether uni-directional, although
in terms of irtent to control it is usus !y a ane way affair. The control tactics would
include the teacher's monoeuvres to fucus on data, or concept, or generolizations
{using Gallogher's scheme), or the teccher's moves to [ift student thought fram one
level to another, or the teacher's tactics to accommodate more concrete instiumento)
content prior to abstruction (using Taba's scheme), or the teacher's stance token to
provoke students to ask questions (Suchman), or the teacher's conscious move io
solicit rather thon to give information {using Bellack's scheme}. There ore illust-
rations of control moves which from the studenrs® poin? of view may be looked upon
in terms of degrees of freedom allowed to initiote thought and to structure thought.

| hove presented a sketch of one omongst many conceptual schemes relating
curricutum and instruction. | ignored curriculum development models which deal with
, the procedural problems, such as who should do what at what point ond where, etc.,
v
~
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for these are policy problems important but not strictly curriculum and instructional
theory problems. | chose this scheme because it affords me the clearest picture of

tl.e relationship between curriculum and instruction. The disclosure of the inter-
mediate phase, instructional planning, which accommodates the output of the
curriculum development system as input into an instructional system clarifies the
relationship between two preactive teaching phases varying in degrees of freedom

for the teacher. This conceptual scheme sharpens my perception of curriculum and
instructional planning tasks and guides me in my inquiry of curriculura and instructional
matters. Further, it helps me indicate more clearly the intermediate points at which
evaluation can be done.

When somecne we know asked "Whot Cuiture? What Heritage?", he was
fundamentally challenging Social Studies educators to examine with rigor what they
think and what they do. We need to retain that critical stance that Hodgetts took,
and ask openly and rigorously "What Curricutum? What |astructional Plan? What
Instiuction?"

This conceptual scheme is presented to you not as an 1LO but as instrumental
content. | hope it is seductive enough to entice you to touch it, feel it, play with it,
think about it. You may wish to reject it, modify it or accept it. What is important
is that each sub-group in Project Canada West make explicit its own commitment to
a wirriculum and instiuctional design position, for the worth of the product of efforts
expended will be determined to a large extent by the worth of the conceptual design
which gives it birth.

Bon voyage, Project Canado ‘Nest |



8.

12,

=20~

REFERENCES

ASCD, What are the Sources of the Curriculum? A Symposium,
Wash.: ASCD, 1962.

Jerome Bruner, "Needed = A theory of Instruction.” In ASCD, Educoﬁo_rEl
Leadership, Vol. 20, May, 1963.

Philip W. Jackson, "The Way Teaching Is." In ASCD, The Way Teaching Is.
Wash.: ASCD, 1966.

Mauritz Johnson, Jr., "Definitions and Models in Curriculum Theory."
In Educational Theory, 17, April, 1967, pp. 127 ~ 140.

Mauritz Johnsca, Jr., "The Tianslation of Curriculum inta Instruction”.
Cornell University, 1968. (mimeo.)

Robert M. Gagne, "Curriculum Research and the Promotion of Learning."
Invited address to AERA meeting, February 1964. (Mimeo).

James J. Gallagher, "Teacher Variation in Concept Presentation in BSCS
Curriculum Program.® In BSCS, BSCS Newsletter, No. 30, Jan. 1967.

John 1. Goodlad, "Conceptual System in Curriculum." In John 1. Goodlad,
The School, Curriculum ond the Individual. Waltham, Mass.: Blaisdeli
Publishing Co. 1966, p. 144.

W. Jomes Popham and Eva |. Baker, Systematic Instruction, Englewood Chiffs:
Prentice~Hall Inc., 1970.

M. Scriven, "The Methodology of Evaluation, " In R, Tyler, R. Gagne,
M. Scriven, Perspectives of Curriculum Evaluation. Wash.: AERA, 1967,

. Rildo Toba, Teaching Strategies and Cogni*isre Functioning in Elemer.tary

School Children. Scn Francisco Stote College, Cooperative Research
Project No. 2404, USCE, Feb. 1966.

Ralph W. Tyler, Basic Principles of Curriculum and Instruction, Chicago:
University of Chicogo Press, 1950, pp. 1-2.

20



Q

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

-21-

BUSY-WORK OR ‘VALUING'?

Dr. Donald Truss, an address presentew ot the Project Canada West Workshop,
June 19, 1970. Held at Providence Centre, Edmonton.

In the name of educotion, so many words, or so few words, whichever you
will, have been so over-used, misusad or reused to suit the expediencies of the
current bandwagon, that it is with difficulty that they manoge to meen anything
anymore . Thus it is with the purpose of svoiding pompous educational terminology,
thot | refer to "valuing", the process of giving value to, the proces: of estimating
che significance of things and seeing the significance change as contexts change
| believe that this is what the so called 'new emphasis' is all about in Social S