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DEAN FRANCIS M. BODDY: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

S ‘ The title . of the program is "Reassessment

of Master's Degrees," and the title of my piece on the

- . program is "The Master’s Degree in Social Science and
the Humanities." -And I guess I can't resist telling yd&
—~— the stofy that Hgns RoseAhuPt has told us at the graduate
deans' sessioﬁ up at Brainard, Minnesota, we put on last
sumher.

ﬁe told the story about the man who had
three applicants forlsecretaries. Théy were all iremen;
‘dously competenf in'their secretarial work, they were all
beautiful, had gon telephone voices, obviqusly able to
get along well with peopie.- So he was very tornbas_to
what kind of a test he should give them to see whether
or not this one or that one should be selected fér.the
;Job. |

He éalled on one of his friends who advised
him to apply the following test: He sﬁid,'"Ycu.cdll them
in and you give tﬁem the following little story and on
the basis of their answers, you select the one you. wish."

| The three girls were English,lAmeiican

and French, and they were called in in that order. The
man picked up'his'little cafd and he said, "I would like
to try you out on this little story."

— . : . He said, "You are wrecked on a desert

island with ten men and yourself. What would you do?"
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The first girl, the English girl saigd,

"T haven't been introduced to any one of them. I would

dash out to the ocean and swim madly, hoping I could find
some place of refuge." )
He called in the American girl and he told
her the same story and she said, "Well, I think I ﬁould
select the most attractive and, more importantly, the
most powerful and leadership-type man in the group cf
ten and I would put myself under his prétection;"
He called in theé French girl and read the

same story.

She said, "I understand the question, but

what's the problem?"

(Laughter.)

1 guéss I really am uncertain as to what

is the prdblem in the discussion of the master's degree,

particularly in the SOCial-Sciences and the humanities.

I would like to start off with a rather
simpie idea which I am sure is wrong, because it is
simple. But it gives me, at least, some sort of feeling
for wﬁat thé-master's degree is supposed to fit in into
the hiérarchy of collegiate degrees.. |

I like to compare the master's degree, in
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a sense, to the other degrees because, again, to introduce
a story you always have to say when you are comparing
somefhing, you want to compare to what.

The story goes that a man was walking down
the street and a man seys, “qu's your wife?" and he said,
"Compared wifh what?"

(Laughter.).

I am really quite attracted to an idea I have

’had'for some years, and I am sure it is fuil of féllacies,

and the exceptions, I am sure, are more general than the

rule. Eut I have a’feeling myself that I can categorize
the three levels of qegrees in some general sense.

| The bechelor's degree is essentially what

the American syetem uses for what we might call general

etanding of the libera1 arts and what it is supposed to
do, which is to eesentially‘train people, teach peeple,
introduce people te»the mein philosophical ideas about
society and the way.in'which valﬁes are determined in
society. 'This is what I would call the-humahities.side

of it.

The social side of it essentially has been
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largely, I suSpgct, can be categorized, as being an

attempt to explajﬁ in some rather simple form, but hope-
fully useful forﬁ; the structure of society; that is, the
understanding of social syStemg. Ancd as an economist, I
suppose I would claim bpth priority in terms of time and

perhaps even priority in terms of the extent to which the

-

discipline has extended by saying that the primafy purpose
in one aspect of our field at 1éast, is to undersfand how
the economic systems--not just oﬁr own systém——but the
economié systems work.

In other words, it becomes sort of a
systems' analysis kind of problem.

. At the basic bachelor's program we try

“to reehphasize very much, I think, the simple ideas about
social systems in.the-sbcial science sidé and the basic
ideas about the development of value systems and the
appreciation bf values on thé humanities side.

Largely, even in the major doctoral in~

stitutions such as my own, we place heavy emphasis on

this at the undergraduate level. Obviously this varies
from field to field.

'in chemistry, for example,. it is quite

clear that people specialize, and specialize rather
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heavily, at d rather early date.

In my own field of economics, for example,
most of the major economics départments around the
country that I know hope that }héir students have had
sométhing beyond the first principles' course of economics
but they are really interested in how much math they have
had, rather than how much more economics they have had.
In other WOrds? specialization is relati?ely minor at the
undergraduate level. It is still largely Jjust a segment
of what might be called general education. .

| | In the maéter's degree, of coﬁrse, we are
féciné a situation in which you name a master's degree
or say What it is supposed to produce, and somewhere it
is.being given. o | ' St

I was intrigued some years ago when the--
|'I think it was the Office of Education put out a rather
‘interesting, if not very'useful manual on the title of
all the.various'degrees given by various institutions.
We weré‘very intrigueﬁ to discover--Women's Lib please

note--that there is a Mistress of Arts degree, as well ﬁ

as a Masﬁer of Arts.
(Lauéhter.) - . o 3
But'fhe Master of Arts has become all

. "
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things to all pedple and when you look at the major insti-
tutions such as the onés I am most familiar with, you

will find that a large block of the master's degrees are
highly professionally practice:oriented. The largest
master's program at the University of Minnesota, I think--
I didnt't check the figures, but I am.reasonably sure it's
true~--is the Master of Business Administration.

Other master's degrees, on the other hand,
of very_major size are more over in the general social
sciences and humanities side. But there are the very
professional degrees such as the Master of Social Work.
There is fhe type of master's degree--although it may go
‘under the title.of»Master ofiArts'in'history or econbmics
or what not fhat.is reaily profeSsiohally-oriented because
"in the better colleges of education,when beople who have’
:practice in t;aching,'or people that are going into the
practicé of teaching,wish”to g§ beyond their basic studies

- in the fiéid, they are quite likely to be encouraged to
take not a-major_or master's degree in eduéation,_but a
masteris degfee in £he field of their general subject - D ]
_mattér, history ofvwhatever or, more generally, socilal
science perhébs..

So there is a very heavy, I think,‘in the-
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major institutions, a véry heavy emphasis on what migﬁt
be called job-oriented, professionally-oriented types of
master's degrees which I think is quite appropriate. I
think the institgtions giving them are the most appropriatF
institutions to give them and4%y and large do alvery _
‘efficient job at them.

But these types of degrees are not viewed,
by and large, as being a stepplng-stone-or an intermediate
way station on the way to a Ph.D.

Again, if varies from field to field but
by and large I think a'large block of our master's
degrees in. the doctoral institutions at least are of
this rather specialized, nét'quite términal type, but
different than the kihd of program that a man going
straight thfough to a Ph.D. woﬁld take.

‘The other type of master's degree is one
that guite well can be taken and guite frequently is
taken by a_mén who either Starts off with, or changes
his mind to, use as an intermediate wéylStation on fhe
way to the Ph.D,.

The master's degree at many 1nstitutions
is not given és g_consolation prize in any derogatory
sense, but is:useﬁ I think substantially in the evaluation
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aé to whether to recommend to that student that he should
go on to the Ph.D. |

It is not that this M.A. is worse than
other M.A.'s--quite the contrary in the typical situatién—

but rather that perhaps he has reached something like the:
ceilings of his at least present ability to take the
subject.

The other idea I have about the mastef’s
degree is that I dqn't think it means mastery of the sub-
Jecr.

I was intrigued in Chile when I spent some
time dbwn there'to discover that the foremen.on projects
were called méestros, masters, like mastef piumbers. I
think in a very rgal sense the master's degree_ought not
to be considered~as it originally was, as a mastery of
the ;ubject, but as a mastery of the basic elements of
the subject. |
To.me a master's degree implies that the
person is familiar with the general areas of the subject,
has some competence td follow along on his own--but only
some competence to do this in-areas in which he has a
particglar ihterest; has sufficient mastery of the field

to be called a historian or an economist or a chemist or

9
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whatever; but that he is by no means at the level in
which we can essentially ceftify, saying we can't do any
more for him, anything.else he is going to have to do
_to educate himself from now on is on his own. Becausé
this, I tﬁink, is the criterion of the Ph.D.

| So when you look at this matter of the
master?s degree and what it can mean, I think we have
such a wide variety that I would like to diétinguish
feally between thé more proféssionally practice-driented
types of degrees such‘aé are in education, business
adminisfration, social work, journaliém—-you can name
lots of others--and the master's degree in what might be
éalled thé 1i5eralraffé ahd-sociél sciences as dis;iplines
of their own, rather than to satisfy some professional
: standards or competencé or practice.
Here it seems to me that the basic principlle
"1is<that_the& oughf4to have sufficient.appréciation of the
subject so that in good consciehce'both they and their
institutioﬁ can-séy thié man is at least in some degree
an historian, a sociologist, an anthropologist, a'Maéter
of Fine Arts, or whdtever. But the difference 5etween;
this and the Ph.D. is that really the Ph.D. ought to be

at the sort of stage at which the university says "we can
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do certain fﬁnctions, we can perform certain functions

in bringing yoﬁ up to the level in your education where
the additlonal education you need can be more efficiently
perfofmedboutside of this instjtution, or perhaps by your
casual contacts with this institution."

And so I think the master's degree has a
placé in ail institutions, not only the Ph.D.-granting
institutions, but all others.

A second contrast I would like to make is
the kind of master'é degree that I have been talking
about, or at least m& sort of interpretation of the
‘master!'s degréés‘at the major Ph.D. institutions would
be master'!s degrees that may be gi&en by non-Ph,Dg'ihsti-
tutiéns for which by and large, not in every field, but
by and-iarge the master's dégree is the highest deéree
fhey offer. Hére it séems to me there are sonme feal
opportunities for develoﬁmént‘that are not very well--
fhey may be recognized, but they aré not being well taken
'advantage of. |
| The large institutions--and the typiéal
major Ph.D.-producing institution tends to be quite
large indeéd--ére fractionated into these.iittlé empires.

we call departments and diéciplines, and I think there is
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a great deal to be said for the fact that perhaps we
ought to be producing biologists at some level and not
particular types of biologists.

I think, in other words, that there is a
great deal to be said‘for the institutions that are not

planning immediately at least to move into the Ph.D. .

.level to consider the use of the master's degree as a
means of broadening the understanding of thé field rather
. than duplicating what the majorlinstitutionS»tend to do
which is to try and bring the person at the master's @i
levei into the kind éf specialized intereét that they
wish to push élong for at the Ph.D. level. |

I am not sure how this sells. We have had
conflicting reports within our own institution where some i
areas which have been at least sympathetic to this idea
énd have taken some moves--our_state college-system, at 5
leaét at fhe top iéve1s, have'reCOgnized fabt that there : é;
may be a godd deal to be said for the more genéral;zed

type of master's degrees rather than trying to duplicate

what we at the university are doing.

But, again, I think all of these institu-

tions are up against the pressures of using the master's

degree as an entry. into professional practice and I
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suspect this will:continue and perhapé even expand.
Because as has been suggested, there perhaps is an im-
balance in the American sjstem of whét we might call
manning tables and to produce a large number of reason-
ably well-trained--~and. in some‘cases very well-trained
liberal education, general education graduatés from our
bachelor's degrees that cbmpanies and institutioné of
various kinds take in and develop into the kind of man-
pawer that they wish. They have, in other words, tﬁe
gooé sort of basié education about value systems, under-
standing of systems, and then they teach them their own
special system. |
At thé master's level, the question really

is what are they going to do? It is obvious from the |
vfigures that have been quoted already and can be re-
;nforced by looking at'any-output of master's versus
Ph.Ds in the United States that we are always going to
have a much 1argerloutput of»méster's than Ph.Ds and
tﬁat’most of these masteris indeed will.eithéf'not go
,on-fé Ph.Ds,'don't ﬁish to‘go»on to Ph.Ds, or can't go
on to Ph.Ds. |

| Whaf is their entry? ‘And here is the

reason, I think, that the master's degree is becoming in
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many institutions skewed in the direction of what might
be'called manning tables, manpower needs, local demands
for particular kinds of qualifications.

What worries me is that not enough of these
types of institutions afe worrying abqut the pérson that
just wants to know more abqut somethihg about Latin
Americah history as an intellectual subject without_re-
"gard to whether or not they are preparing for a particulax]
teaching'job or for any other job except perhéps being -
a housewife. |

»It seems to me thaf Wwe have overemphasized-~
"and this 1s partly the ecpnomists' fault because'wé like
. to measure things that we caﬁ meagsure--we have over-
emphasiied the economic incentives; not only for
baccalahréate'education,.but for édvanced-education.
'And I think this'is particularly true at the master's
level. | | | |

‘_What-worries me more than perhaps anything
else about mastér'sfdegrees is that tﬁey are beconming
too much orienteq'toward Jobs anq not enough oriented
toward adding somé addifibnal understaﬁding of the
fields in.Which people are interested because they are
intellectually interestiné and they Ean in some way or:

| B 14
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other afford‘to pursue ﬁhis interest.

So these may be relatively simple ideas,
but I would 1ike_to defend simple ideas by a étory--not
the pther type §f story that I bad been telling--but the
story of an economist_friend_of mine who said most of the
economic principles that the best economists in.the.
couhtry apprly to national‘or state of-local problems or
social problems are not the subject matter of our mosﬁ
'advaﬁced graduate courses. | |

Most of the tools we use are taught to
sophomores,-but they don't believe them. And not until.
they have beeh through two or three teachings of these
basic-brintiples, basic-ideas,'basic concepts, at the
_intefmediate levei, afvthe first-yeér graduate level,
and sémetiﬁes'notjeven_until they_are-brought up to
their preliﬁinary-lével-do they really believe that these
‘are working-tools. |

| And so one 6f the reasons why I think the
uSefulness,of the'master's;program is that it may indeed
not try to teach more and more complicated, esoteric,
advancéd.work<in.the“field,‘but by amelioration or mdre.
underétanding aﬁd by useful examples and interrelation—

ships with other disciplines they will be conviriced that
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‘there is something basic in the field that they took on
for study. I would afgue this strongly for the social
sciences. Iraﬁ not so sure, éince I am hot.a humanist
in any seqse-of fhe wérd, that.I would argue the same
way for the humaﬁists; but'I think they.WOuld'agree. I
think there is a very-real place for the master's degree;
I thinklit-can be all sorts-of things, but I think there
are some rather éimple points of this from which you
should depart;~ratherlthaantarting off with just the

'départure.

16




