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ABSTRACT

With the changes in undergraduate education and the
growth of community colleges, the concept of the continuous residence
requirement for the baccalaureate degree may be going out of style.
There is also increasing demand for changes in residence requirements
at the master's level, because many of those pursuing this degree
hold full-time jcbs. Changes are alsoc necessitated by the
technclogical revclution in education. At the University of Illinois,
PLATO, a computer-based education system, is already in wide use, and
there is every reason to believe that by the mid-1970's a statewide
PLATO network will begin tc break down the lockstep of the formal
educational process. This will mean that the University will be atle
to reach over hundreds of miles, with persons completing courses
without ever having been on campis. It will make residence
requirements obsolete. At the graduate level the substantive reasons
for residence requirements will have to be re-examined, for it is not
so much that the doctoral student needs the institution, as that the
institution needs the doctoral student, for graduate students play a
vital rcle at the center of the university's intellectual life. The
rcle of the graduate student is changing, as is the society he lives
in, and this must be taken into account when resident requ1remente
are being estaklished. (AF)
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DR. DANIEL ALPERT: In asking me to speak to I

this topic; the relevance of residence requirements, Boyd

Page called to my attention the rapid changes going on at
the undergraduate and master's degree level and‘pressures
in those areas for reducing residence requirements.
-Altnough I am not aware of serious chal-
lenges to the‘concept of'residence requirements, nor'that
this is a burning issue at the Ph.D. level, T agreed to
try to review the imniications of the'changing world we

are in on the re51dence requlrements at the doctoral level

y flrst response is that at this ;eve; tne"'

questionS»faclng student and faculty alike is not the_mln-

'imum residence requirement for the Ph.D. but, rather, the |

_max;mum residence which should be 1mposed or permltted
before granting. thne degree. And since- our minimum requlre
'ments are typlcally s0 much less in time than that requlre
.to-get‘the degree, the requlrement as such is irrelevant.
. 'furtpermote, the actual duration ef his
:fstay“nay be determined by completeiy external considera-'
,tions,- Sone'yeers ago it was the nature of the draft laws|
'teda&dsuch thinge as'job'availability really have a major
impact on how ibng'our-greduate students stick around.
And héving made those comments, I could

stop-at'this point and go on, but'before turning to othef

a.

e

subjecte, I,weuld,like te'make a few £ufther ebservations
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about resident graduate‘educatibn and the changing environ|-
ment . :
What are the implications of current
changes in residence and other‘;equirements at the under-
gradﬁate-level? As you know, many undergraduate institu-
tions are introducing flexibllity in course selection and
grading which will soon make the grade point average mean-|
ingless as apﬂindex;@fvstudent performance. Some colleges_
give full-wredit for_alsemester_orlé'yééfféreaiiVely Spen%
outside the formal educational gétéblishment. Other“é;i-
leges; antiéipéting the reéént.recqmﬁendation of the |
Cérnegie Comﬁi§Sion,7are.considering a reduction from four
£o thfee yeafs_as a.reQﬁireﬁéﬁt for the baccalaureate
degree.
| The;currént revision of undergraduate
léducatidn, ?éé11y‘being led by some of our liberal arts
cdlléges, is inspired'in part by the growing financial
squeeze that they experience. This rethinking of objec-
tivés énd priorities'willrsoon change the ehtire cohcept :
vof.a-baccaléureate program.
| | At the same time,'the;growth‘of commﬁnity

-collegeé suggééts that fewer stﬁdents will spend all of

.their undergfaduate careers at a single institution. It
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may be only a question of time until continuous residence
at a given campus as a requirement for the baccalaureate
degree will go out of style.

Concurrent with }hese changes at the under-
graduate level are increasing demands for changes in
residence requirements at the master's level. Here the
picture'is confused by the wide variety of requirements and
expectations which characterize this degree. |

Furthermere,gthe student population is
divided between young recent coliegéwéraduates.ahd-me%ﬁfem
pfacticing_professionals intefeSted_in ﬁpdating their
skiils er enhaneing theii certification status. It is at
this level and with this population that we ere eOnfronted
wifh"increasingedemands,to pefmit students to take coursesj
hand.be certified,:even while holding down full?time p6si*
:tiens elsewhere;

. : Whiie this considerable turmoil in the
etfucture of_undergreduate and master'sreducation is in a
stete of fethihking, : em persuaded that Wwe are on the
cutting edge of & techhelogical revolution in education,
a revolution tﬁet will bring changes iﬁto-education;:
comparable toethose bfoﬁght on by the iﬁtroduction o the

_printing press. Thet téchnology, the technology of the
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- printed page is 400 years old and showing many signs of
obsolescence and reduced usefulness in storing or transmit|-
ting knowledge.

As some of you Enow, I have been closely
associated with = special program in computer—based
educatien at the University of Illinois; This program has
already demonstrated that remarkable changes are possible
in teaching catability-and economics, increasing the pfo~
.ductlthv of the educational process._

e L - R - TR F ch P1 ato.has already been |
_used range from elementary reading to . advanced chenistry,
from pharmacology tb peliticai science, and frem computer
.program'to-pobulation genetics. -Eten in the'pretOtype
Piato IV,system,ﬁe envisage thousands.of consoles in an
.educationai.network distributed over the State”of Illinois| -
'and elsewhere. There is every reason. to belleve that by
the nid- 1970's a statewide Plato network will begin to‘
break down the lockstep of the formal educational process,
both the lockstep in time and'th._e lockstep in geographic
spaee.‘ o

'The PlatO“system can make 1t possible'for.
';—_ .. o students at any communlty college 1ocated within the Statd

-of Illlnois to take cer+a1n ba31c courses Nlth Plato that
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are identical to the eourses veing given to our freshmen
and sophomores at the Unlver31ty at Urbana-Canmpaign.

How can we deal with education and certirfi-
cation at a distance? It is ny opinion that we shall have
to consider this question in straightforward, pragmatic

“terms. If we grant a master'!s degree to a student in
residence for haviﬁg successfully completéd a étring of
coufses, Iidon't éee why we should not grant the'masEer's
degree if thoSe_courses_a?e successfully completed by
other means in or out of the classroom. There is every
reason to believe that in meny fields the new technology |
Wlll provide better and more individualized instruction.
than w111 be available in our classrooms and lecture halls.v

If it is interactlon between professor and
studenf‘ﬁf among]éfudentS'that we believe.to‘be essénﬁial
for a maStesz'degree, 1¢t;us ask how-we-qptimize such
interaction. ’Does it make senée to ask a 45-year-old
'engineer to 1ea§é his job andihome'for a'semester or &
vear ‘to take part 1n our currnnt classroom exerclses?

. CIf certificatlon were required for the job

.of graduafe'dean--perish the thought—-how would we go-
.about sefting up the residence feqﬁiréments? (Laughter)

With thé aid cf the new technology, I
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_dence requirements7for1Ph,D's.?. Obviously the changes in
‘baccalaureate programs will present us with admission
"problems; Without the grade point average to characterize
Well I am not really too much worried about it. We al-

evaluation of his instructors.

'bachelor's program from four to three years° Does that

believe that within a decade the university as a center
for teaching will be capable of reaching out geographicall]
over hundreds of miles; Furthermore, I believe that the

university as avcenter for teaching wi;l not place re-

striciions on the age or educational levels of its clients|.

We may have to design some new degrees. I
will leave it to your imagination-fo designvsome residgnce
requirements.

| I for one fornqee tha+ a rhmb;r ¢cf our
teachlng assiatants at the univer51ty at the Urbana-~
Champalgn campus will become research ass1stants looking
over the edgcational process for students over a large
radius.

ﬁow-do these developments relate to resi-

incoming graduates, how will we identify good students9
ready depend tO'a greater degree on the wrltten-or oral

But how about the reduction of the
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- mean that the Pﬁ.p, will be extended by a year? We all
know that at the gresent time there is a distinct dif-
ference between tFe preparation of a typical student from
a liberal arts college and the undergraduate degree holdery
from an M.I.T. or Berkeley, and we often realize an extra
year in the courseeof their Ph.D. programs.

Wili we dispense with the residence require/-
ments for Ph.D's. or radically chenge the nature of those
.requirements? It seemssto me that we cepnot and should
not do without our graduate students in residence and hencle
ﬁeewiilieEntinue sigeificantmfeeidencemrqquirements._"“,w

You will note that. T mentioned that we need
'theﬁ, So we‘had better putvsome requirements that keep
them.' We generally turn 1t the other way around, of-
:course, we generally talk about education, even at the
zgraduate 1eve1, as if whatever we do is done solely from :
.the point of view of the-graduate student.

| I think sometlmes the semant cs we have
used in that regard get us in deep trouble with the
soclety that supports us.

To answer the questlon in significant terms
—_ we will Have to re examine the substantive reason for our

residence requirementu. In this regard if there is a
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single theme I would like to underline in the course of
this talk it is tﬁat the Ph.D.--that is, the doctoral
student--brings to the campus as much as he takes away.
‘Indeed, without doctoral candiéates an institution might
.be_a center of-teachihg but it is far less likely to be a
center of'advanced learning.

Graduate students learn quite a bit from
theirprofessors, but they typica?}learn much more from
their'fellow students. Furthermore, professors;typically
learn as muéh from their studenté as they teach tham; The
uuniquewrolésmofmthgﬁprofesSO?? is to set standards, to
‘help in posing prdbiems, and in establishing the cultural
style.:'That is the role of the professor and when we
criticize the product that comes out in terms of the
, narrbwnessiof hislpercebtions; we are not criticizing
studenfs nor :are wé even”criticizing curricula;we are’

1 eriticizing ourselves.

"I happen to believe that that kind of
criticism will not change for‘the Doctor of Arts or any
other professibnél degree that we may estabiish,

| So‘quite~apart'from the economic function
of graduate students, indispensable in many universities,

for example in the'teaching'of undergraduates or in
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- providing professors with professional research assistants|,

giaduate students play a vital role at the center of the
university's intellectual life. TFor this reason, of
course, we had better have them'in residence.
But it is time to make a serious: reappraisal
of their role in the life of our institutions |
I have found it interesting and useful to
consider_howndoctoral’eandidates'do fit'in:to the major

functions of the-nniversity;- The commonly aecepted social

;functions of the university are, first the creation of
,new knowledge and 1ts 1ntegration in the exlsting body of

knowledge. This 1ncludes the maintenanee of 1ntellectual

dstandards for our society

| Second the transmie51on of" knowledge and
n,;know-hoﬁ to the new generation, the training of experts-
fifliand professionals.,,e’.”iﬂn_: }”. -

| s Third, and this relates largely to the
sblf.f_.l"i;}nndergraduete, the soC1alization of late adolescents and

| .;T,vyoung adults, the prOV1s1on of an opportunity to select

.jlife styleb and the certification that they have done so.

zthe application of - knowledge

And*fourth,:
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- _ " To these four commonly accepted roles I
would add the transmission of knowledge and know-how to
N mature citizens, especially in their transition to new

professions or positions.
| It is’interesting to reflect how the role
of graduate students-has changed in each of these major
roles of the university. Perhaps it has changed least in
the typlcal pursuwt of new knowledge and the integration
1nto the fabrlc, the ex1st1ng fabric of knowledge.
| I it s changed, it has_beenvrelated'to
the persistent demand by students that we consider the
values and the objectives of those pursuits. |
| | B In the transmission of knowledge to a new .
3generatione-1_have oommented on it already--in many of oury
;.: . ;large state institutiOHS_ihey.play a eirect eeonomic.-
i ﬁ"_:funotion in taking part in therelassroom. |
i e In the area of the socialization in. select-
1ng of llfe styles for undergraduates, in some way I per—
' ceive a greater change than in any of the others. For
example, it strlkes me .as interesting tbat the life style4
of many of the undergraduates that I neet bears a much
I | .| greater relationsnip to the independent and interdependent]

life style‘of:giaduate‘students than it bears any - -

o
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relatiouship to thevfraternityjsorority culture of my days
as an undergraduate.

And fourth in the area of the solution of
practical problems, the application of knowledge to prob-
lems posed by society, it seems to me that graduate

students have had the least of substantive contributions

and the most in.the way of criticism and demands in terms

of the word “releuant" as it relates to their education.
I think they have had relatively little to

contribute because of a comment made by one  of the panel4'

_ists yesterday f This isfan area where. tynically it “takes
'experlence and the greatest contributions havecomefrom

'people over 30

As we reflect upon - uhe changing role of

?_graduate students, it goes without saying that we have';'
ssome real. homework to do._ That homework goes far beyond
J.establishing residence requirements. We have to re-

-evaluate the roles of teaching assistants, and in my view

’this is a viable role 1f, and only if it is a creative

part,of the student's 1earning process. o

If this role becomes determined over the
bargaining table, it is only a ouestion of time until the

real value to society will be 1im1ted, and it may well be
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or university-repreSents a true community. The student

can gain from that in a realistic sense to the extent that

it is important to us that he feel that he really got

.something out ofjthe experience,v-There is no p01nt in’
is viewed through a narrow, darkened slit..

Aown problems, but also to those of the university as a

that we will eliminate it from the process.
| One of thetideas which we as graduate

faculty have tried to inculcate both in our‘clients and
sponscrs, is tnat the university, in particular the
department, is the locus of 2 eultural environment. To
achieve intellectual'independence we say the student must
be a part of that_en?ironment for a minimum'period of
tiﬁe. |

| Now I believe this is a justifiable asser-

tion, but only to the-extent that the depariment,.college,

he is a pert of'it And especially at a time when there

may not. be a Job for him-at the other end of the pipeline,
demanding residence_in an environment which has embedded_'
in itubasic Hostilities and a ‘vision of the world which

If the fragmented community is to be re-‘_

united, all departments must face up, not only to their

whole,o5e
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in the university or in the society as a whole.

physical sciences-and_the_life sciences are going to have

’to find“out‘what Went ﬁrong,iuhy society doesn't love

- tory. -

'vironment must be conducive to individual growth and

_the university to that outside world.

-education is to provide courses or to develop particularr

It is interesting to me that a decade ago
it was the humanities and‘in part the socisl sciences that
were concerned and preoccupied with what seemed to be 2

losing positioh in terms_of the role they played, either
‘ Now the'physical sciences and engineers
have joined that'party,'

Ahd wheh the world was seen to needj-to be
infgreater need of:highly educated men than.ever before,
it is rather tragic that we suddenly seem to be limited
to be the only consumer of our own product | Even the

them any more, and they won't Ilnd that out in the labora—_

lf—the cultural environment is to be a

major rationale for hav1ng a residence campus, that en-
1earning and to an'understanding of the relationship of
On the other hand if the obJective of our 3

skills, I believe there are better ways and certainly more -
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economical ways to do this than keeping graduate students
in residence for a number of years.
Ih other words, I beiieve that the uni-
-versity oan pe a ceﬁter of teaching and reach out to many
thousands of students, even at remote locations. I do not
Eelieve that it can be a center ofladvanced le arning with-
out having both'féculty aﬁd graduate students in residence
and sharing that'community_of intellectual interest.
Tho world we afe experiencing in higher
education in 1970 is almost totally at odds with the world ;
we’experiences only.fiveiyears ago.  And viewed from that
point in time;;virtuallytuﬁprédictable. It is my view
:that the world of.'TS‘will be.Just aé different from the
‘ﬁorld-of.todgy as our world is from that of '65. I do
get oOmfortftom<the-faotthot some real changes are go-
ing.to happenwand it-provides me with a sense of cha;lenge‘:
"and opportunity as well as concern.
ln thls talk I have talked of doctoral
candidates primarily rather than restr¢ct1ng it to Ph. D's.
With'regardvto.theibootor of Arts or any‘other,dootoral'
progréﬁ Itthiok:that”if'suoh degrees become meaningful,
it wili‘not,be beooﬁéé“we Qove strung_togéthef-a different.'

}'_sét~of oourééé in the‘ourricula,or‘truncated some of the
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requirements. I think that if such a degree becomes
meaningful it wi11'be-because we have changec¢, we, the
graduéte faculty have changed our values or the actual

activitiés that we are interested in.

-~

With that in mind, I have not taken this
‘opp0rtunity'to-stress_the,differences in the residence
requirements between the Ph.D. and any other doctoral

program.

1R
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