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An article in the April 1970 issue of Social

Education, "A Critical Appraisal of Twenty-Six National Social
Studies Projects (EJ 018 397)," was discussed in a series of informal
meetings of the Long Island Council for the Social Studies. In the
process a number of questions were raised: 1) Just which of these
projects are -used locally? 2) Which school districts are using them?
3) At what grade levels are they being used? U4) What has reaction
been to the use of any of these projects? In order to answer these
aguestions, a survey was begun during the summer of 1970 in which
questionnaires were sent to each superintendent and then to each
social studies department chairman in the two counties. Certain
observations were then made through an analysis of the responses: 1)
all but three of the twenty-six projects were reported as being used
locallys 2) utilization was higher at the secondary school level +than
at the elementary level; and, 3) all but two projects were reported
as being used at the general grade level or levels for which they
were originally intended. Oualifying comments were indicated on many

guestionnaires:

1) Several projects were merely under review; 2)

single units had been used experimentally; and, 3) materials had been
adapted, modified, used only in part, and used as sources in
curriculun development. (SRE)
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NASSAU AND SUFFOL¥ COUNTY UTILIZATION SURVEY
OoF
TWEIT?-SIX NATICIAL SOCIAL STUDIES PROJECTS
ST T eeliw Tniisrnl Zoedisl Stuidles Protects

- o o (SRt

izl Souarnzl of the Hational Council for the
Socizl Studies, with its fLuril 1970 iszsue inzugurated a ﬂew volicy of evalu-
ating social studies metveriasls. The April issue was devoted to an appraisal
ol twenty-six national social studles projects—-—--a sampling from the more

than one hundred projects listed in A Directory of Research end Curriculum

.1,
Projects in Social Studies Lducation. Prcjects selected for review met the

following criteria: (1) they were funded by the government or a foundation
(rather than by a publishing company); (2) they developed programs appropriate
to nationwide rather than local or regional use; and (3) they already have
disseminated (or will soon disseminate) teacher ang student materials,

Norris M. Sanders and Marlin L. Tanck, authors of the criticél appraisal,

categorized the selected projects as either "comprehensive," "discipline-

~oriented," "area-oriented,” or "special purpose.” They distinguish the

categories as follows:

The comprehensive projects seek to develop complete social studies
programs for one or more grades. They use multiple sets of objectives zand
ideas from severgl if not all disicplines. The discipline-oriented projects
use ideas and methods from one of the disciplines for the focus or organiza-
tion of curriculum, but do not necessarily exclude content {rom other
disciplines. A few of them may be discipline-oriented in title but difficult
to distinguish from comprehensive projects in practice. The three area-oriented
prclects develop studies of Africa, Asia, and Latin America. Their content and
procedures are relevant to a number of disciplines and types of objectives.
The special purpose projects emphasize one or more special goals and are not
easily fitted into any of the other three groups. One such project, for example
stresses a technique for analyzing social problems and another centers on
non-vzrbel experience., ©¢
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grades sev t v If rmaterials develored for separate courses
can be used intercrangesenly in several grade levels, the identifying letter
is undex»lined in esch o the approvrizte levels. See, for example, the
Michigen Social Secience Prcgram. 3.

Sccial studies educators are encouraged to refer to the April 1970 issue of

Social Tducation for a course-~-by-course description and appraisal of the

elected proJjects.

Utilization Survey: Nassau and Suffolk County School Districts

During a series of informal meetings of Long Island social studies

1"

educators the "Critical Appraisal..." issue of Social Education was dis-

cussed and led to the formulation of a number of questions: "Just which,
if any, of these twenty-six projects are used locally here on Long Island?"

alt

"Which school districts are using them?" "At what grade level(s) are they

being used:"

"What has reaction been to the use of any ¢f these projects?",
ete.

The Long Island Council for the Social Studies and the American
Historical Association History Education Project at Stony Brook collaborated
in the development of a "utilization survey" designed to seek answers to
questicns such as those raised above. During the summer of 1970 (using the
mailing list of the LICSS) a letter describing the utilization survey, a copy

Q \
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Social FEducation « April 1970

PROJECTS GRADE LEVELS
Comprehensive Projects ikl1lels 4567 2 9 10 112
1. Eé?x‘:xc';act&cl’:xlﬂ l}'));‘(zgc::imcm Center's Socied Stadees —_r——l———‘_—:_’c_l_:_—!_:_i_:_;_—l— ——_l
! i !
2. Greater Cleveland socin! nei > . C
3. A High Schocl Social Stadi= (0 - comaluin Jor AR Studonts, . i : i i |_(_:—:_(: —E—E—
Carnegie-Melion Univers:t ! ! i : l . ! ‘ l —_ - ==
4. Project Social Swudies, Uni T-T]T;T'TITIT‘TiTrC-.T TI-E_
5- Providence Social \(uc._:;L arcinn -x" ( T E —EI_;M(-:_ T‘—C_;_C_!—C“;_C_I_‘—-C_ T,—c— —E‘——C-
6. Taba Curric:iuim Prwel 0 - i"m ‘T_TT . IE-—C-—(—:- —_——-_‘ o
Discipline-Oriented Prt)jec;:- T 25 T e ’

. Anthropelogy C‘urchx am Propect. L'n

. Anthropology Curiculum Sty } rotect, U

Chicago ' . ) i ! l ’ ! S S
9- Basic Concepis in History .m the Socil! Suviies . . i P
: i ! - = -
10. Conunittee on the Study of History ,' R ¢ ) i i ; { |
| i . : ' : ! D g e e -
11, Developmental Economic Fdwoation Pregram DELP P ' !‘ P P P ¢ P PP PP P P
12. Development of Feonomics Crnrient o Mocerinls fur : : ) : ; i C
Sccondary Schiools, Ohio State Univetsity : : ' : : : i f—m = — -
t3. ECON 12, fan Jose (Califurniy State Caoliver ‘ : : ; ' : ) . : : (SIS
14. Llementary School Feonomics Program, University of i ! : D R N t . ; j j
Chicago i ‘ P [ ! : ’
15. Fxperiment in Fconomic Pducation. }’urduc L niversiy : GG, C : i i H i ! |
16. High School Geography Project, University of Colorado i C
17. High School Curriculum Center in Government, Indiana C
University
18. Michigan Elementary Social Science Education Program ) P{P|P
19. Sociological Resources for the Social Studies (SRSS) P{P{P|P
hY ) — ] —— ——f —
Acca-Oriented Projects K|1|2]|3]|4|5]6]7]|8]9|10]n]1
20. Asian Studies Inquiry Program . P/C
a1. Project Africa B/
22. World Studics Inquiry Series P/C
Special Purpose Projects K|t1}12]3i415]|6{7 (81! 9]|10}11]12
" 23. Harvard Social Studies Project,/Public Issues Series : P
24. Law in American Society ’ P P PIP
25. The Intergroup Relations Curriculum, Lincoln Filene P|P|P|P|P|P
Center Yor Citizenship and Publi Affairs
26. Materials and Activitics for Teachers and Children P P
‘ (MATCH) —|—-{—=| =] -
Q .
ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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rate of return was surnrizingly high., levertheless, since the -

4

a mailing list of social studies dcerariment chairmen it was decii:zi to

send social studies department chairmen the same quesiionnaire---:in the

anticipation that this would increase ths probzbility of receiviiz retur::

o

from districts that had not previously responded. The "departmer: chair-

1

)

man's questionnaire" was mailed on August 31, which vroved to t= better
timing.

Some superintendent's filled out the gquestionnaire themselveé, others
forwarded it to building principals or social studies department zhairme:.
Given the procedure used in the mailing, almost every school dis<rict
received more than one utilization survey Questionnaire. Some lzrge
districts with several social studies denartment chairmen receivsd three
or four, etc. questionnaires.

Similarly, multiple and varying responses were often receivs=3d from =
school district. For example, take the case of a school distric: with tw:
elementary schools and/or one or two secondary schools. A particular prc-
Ject might be used in one school but not in another---or used at different
grade levels in various schools within the district. It is impcxrtant to
note that for the purpose of presenting the data in this repuit &1l retur::
from a school district ﬁave beeﬁ "cqllapsed" and counted only orce.

This warrants some explanation. The object of this utilizstion survsey

S
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

vwas to get an overview of "which" national sceizl stuiies projects were

' D 4

beirg used "where" (I.s. in which school diztricts), rather than to searc:
out tre specifics az ~o the nuwber of different schools within a district
using = particular Trcject, or tue nwnber of students using & srecific
project, etec. Such Informablicn is needed and will be sought cut in

follow—-up surveys.

Utilization Chart: Zrezajuency of Use

Given the backsrcund explained above, and counting each school
district's combined returns orly once as a single unit, the eaccomranying
charts provide an overview o the number of school districts that reportel
using any of the twenty-six nationsl social studies projects and the grade

level or levels at which they were being utilized.



UTILIZATION CHART: NASSAU COULTY (Number ¢f school districts re
a particalar project at a sr

Grades
Yassau K 1 2 3 b 5 6 7 8 10
Projects 1 ' 3 2 2 i
2 1 2 1 il 1
3 1
N 1 1 1
5
6 1 1 1 1 1 1
T 1 1 , 1
8 3 1 2
9 3 3 T T T
10 1 1 2 2 2
11 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 2
12 1 1 1 2
13
1L
15 3 2
16
17
18
19 1 1 1 1
20
21
22 , | 3L
.23 . 3 3 5 5
24
25

26 . 4 1 1 1
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Utilization Chart: alysis of Data

—— -

tralysis of the utilization charts enables us to make csriain obser-
vaticns:
1. Of the twenty-six naticnel social studies projects selected fex

review by Sanders and Tanck for Sccizl Educztion all but three (projecis

Ho. 5, No. 1k and Yo. 1%) were reporied as being used locall:.

2., Two projects, »2. 9 "2zsic Concepts in History and the Social
Studies" and No. 23 "Harvard Social Studies Project/Public Issues Series’
clearly stand out as reported having a very high frequency of use.

3. Reported utilization of the national social studies projects is
higher at the secondary school level than at the elementary school
level-~~highest frequency of use reported in the high schcol grades, second
highest in the Jjunior high or middle school grades, lowest freguency in
the elementary grades. (This probably is an accurate representation of
actual use, however, it may also reflect the procedure used in mailing
the questionnaire.)

k., While most projects were reported ‘as being used at the general
grade level or levels for which they were originally intended, two projectis,
No. 9 "Basic Concepts in History and the Social Studies," and No. 10
"Committee on the Study of History" were reported as also being used at
grade levels other than those originaliy intended for. (This warrants
further investigation, particularly in light of the fact that project No. 9
has the highest reported frequency of use of any of the twenty-six projecis.)

5. There are certain similarities and differences to be observed in
comparing the returné from Nassau and Suffolk county.

5.1 Nassau county school districts report a higher overall

frequency of use of the projects.

10



-~

-

5.2 Some projecis zre rezortsd sz belng used in Nassau county

but ncs in Suffol: couniy---e.g. Lo, by 6, 8, T, 11, 12, 15, and Il.

5.4 Also, certazin projects are revorted as being uszsd in bos:
Nassau 2nd Suffolk ccunty---e.g. No. 1, 2, 3, 7, 9, 19, 20, 22, 23,

2k, 25, znd 26.

Related Observations

Included with the returned questionnaires were a number of comments
and questions presented by the individual completing the utilization survey.
Sometimes these were written as separate leitters or memos, or as marginsl
notes on the front or back of the questionnai::e itself. Many of these
comments, summarized and categorized undér the folléwing eight headings
were extremely helpful and added a new dimension to the survey.

1. Projects Under Review: One district stated, "None currently

being used, but some of these are now being evaluated for possible use."”

2. Request for Information: There were numerous requests for more

information: e.g. "Would it be possible to receive some concrete informs-
tion on some of these projects? Couldn't this be a worthwhile program for
the Long Island Council-~that is, having the materials available for examin-

ation?" "None listed currently being used in our school. . If at some future

‘date you can send us some representative material...we would be glad, on a

trial basis, to implement such a program..." "Can you send me. more informa-

tion.on them?" etec.

_3. "Fenton" and "Amherst Project”: Several respondents jotted down

the name or phrase by which they more commonly refer to two of the projects,

i.e. No. 3 "Fenton" and No. 10 "Amherst Project."

i1
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4, Exzerimental Use: One respondent noted that the districz: uses
"one unit for an exreriment.”

5. Adaptation and lModification: Others reported they use <he prolsz:=

naterials in a '"modified" form, or that "we have adopted certain element:

from many of these projecis which we feel either enrich or surr:cs: our
basic program." Scme school districts noted that they use the troject

materials as part of a "rulti-bock system," or as a "supplementzr: aid."

6. Curriculum Qiprqu/Source Materizls: One district repcried tha:

its Curriculum Library had examined and/or purchased all the prcizcts
listed---although only selected ones were actually currently being_used
in the district. Another stated that selected projects were used as
"general source materials for curriculum work."

T. Projects Ho/Ildeas Yes: Anofher district noted, "Althouzh we deo

not use any of the prcjects, we are using some of the ideas and rzterials
developed by the centers. The philosophies of these 26 projects nave hai
an impact on our teachers. Some parts of the materials are alsc being
utilized."

8. Request for Results: Interest in the survey was high. There

were many requests for copies of the results and widespfead curiosity

as to which projects "other districts" were using (see Appendix I).

Concluding Remarks

- The utilization survey was an attempt to seek answers to a number of
'questions raised by Long Island social studies educators concerning the
use in Nassau and Suffolk county of the twenty-six national sociazl studies
projects reviewed by Sanders and Tanck. This paper is a report of the

findings of the survey.

12
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The Long Island Council for the Social Studies and the American
Historical Association Hisﬁory Education Project at Stony Brook are
planning a number of activities in response to the many requests for
more information concerning use of the projects in various school
districts. |

It has also been suggested that there would be value in broadening
this survey té get a statewide profile and that the quesfionnaire used
on Long Island might well serve as a model for replication at the state

level.

13
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FOOTNOTES

1. Marin Social Studies Project, A Directory of Research and Curriculum

Development Projects in Social Studies Education (Corte Madera, California:

Marin Social Studies Pruject, 1969).
2. Norris M. Sanders and Marlin L. Tanck, "A Critical Appraisal of

Twenty-8ix National Social Studies Projects,”" Social Education (April 1970),

. p. 38k,
3. Ibid.

4. Ibid., p. 385.

14



APPEUDICES

Appendix A: Letter sent to school supertendents in Nassau aud Suffolk county.
Appendix B: Letter sent to sceial studies derartment chairmen in Jassau
and Suffolk county.

1"

Appendix C: "Utilization Zurvey" suestionnaire sent to school superintendents

and social studies department chairmen.

ol

ing Schocl Districts (iasszu county: alphzbetized and

D, -

Appendix D: Reswvon:

¢

nurber-coded)
Appendix E: Responding School Districts (suffolk county: aliphabetized and
nurber-coded)

Appendix F: List of responding school districts using specific projects
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August 3, 1970 _ i

Dear.  superintendent:

The Aprii, 1970 issue of Social fducation (the official Journal
of the National Council for the Sccial Studies) contained an appraisal
of twenty-six national social studies projects.

The Long Island Council for the Social Studies and the American
Historical Association History Education Project are trying to
determine which of these twenty-six curriculum projects, if any,
are currently being used in our Long Island schools.

Therefore, we would appreciate it if you could take the time to

check off those projects currently being used in your school district,
indicate the grade 1ev;](s) of utilizaticen, and return the enclosed
form to Dr. Eli Seifman in the enclosed self-addressed envelcpe before
September 1, 1970.

We hope to prepare a report (early in the Fall) summarizing the
responses to this survey and make it available to each Long Island
school district and the full membership of the Long Island Council
for the Social Studies,

Your assistance in providing us with the necessary information is
vital to our survey and your cooberation would be greatly appreciated.

Sincere]y,

/,&_/ ~.2

Tony Napo]1
(Long Island Council for the Social Stud1cs)

E13 Seifman

~(American Historical Association History Education Project)

A\
\

ES/chb
Enc. (form, envelope)
- A\ .

i
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Lrzendix B

s AUy DTV 16.
DISPARLGERT OF VPHUCATT X
OIricE o {11 C!:.'-. HAMAN
telephone: (516) 246-G700
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August 31, 1970 ' :

Dear Social Studies Dep:iitnent Chailrman,

- The April, 1970 issuec of Social Education (the official journal
of the National Council for the Social Studies) contained an
appraisal of twenty-six national social studies projects.

The Long Island Council for the Social Studies and the Americarn
Historical Association History Education Project are trying to
determine which of these twenty- -six curriculum projects, if any,
are currently being used in our Long Island schools.

Therefore, we would appreciate it .if you could take the time to

' check off those projects currently being used in your school dis-
trict, indicate the grade level(s) of utilization, and return the
enclosed form to Dr. Eli Seifman in the enclosed self—aadressed
envelope before October 1, 1970.

We hope to prepare a report (early in the Fall) summarizing the
responses to this survey and make it available to each Long Island
school district and the full membershlp of the lohg Island Council
for the Social Studies.

Your assistance in prov1d1ng us with the necessary information is
vital to our survey and your cooperatlon would be greatly
appreciated. -

Sincerely,

ZW

Tony Napoll
(Long- Island Council for the Social Studies)

Eli- Seifman
(American Historical Assoc1at10n History Education Progect)

]:R\ﬂ: ES/sc

mmem BNC.  (form

. envelope) - . . - L 4T



Lrpendix C

or hoxcs Tudicziing thin grade Tos
¥ sociei studies curriculunm proje:
noyour schoel district.,

or 1”ve1s e f Y ! ‘. 8 :
lTisted below are currently boing vsed

i
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; \
t
! ! |
Y DU NPV FUCEIpIY IR S SRy .;
1
. ! | @
‘ ; O R U SN
8. Anthropsdegy Curricolarm Stady Project, U sy : ! |
Chicapo . i ! {
. : 3
- ——— o : - PUSETON: JR
g Basic (,(..mpl\ in Yistary ol the Socind Sualics ! 1 !
]
a 5 . P
10. Commitle: o the Swady of 1Hatory | | ’ l
e e e —— — i ke i
11, Developmenta! Yeonomnic Vdovitisg Program U)J 1.1 b l; i ; ;
- : . o S SN SURUI SR
12. Davelopment of ieanrnics Curi .‘-la.‘cn.:].-. for i | g i
Sccondmry Sehoniz, Oitio Sinte University - | : i :
— —— ) : RIS S U S SO S
13. ECON 12, San Jose (Californial State Colicge { i ! i t H H
_— - “ I i e M i
14. Elementary Schoe! Feononsics Frogram, University of H t i
Chicago H % I
| : asined U .
15. Experiment in Feonomic Education, Puwdue University i : }
——— et ——— e
16. Migh Schoal Geography Project, University of Culorudo [
i
— - 1. I
1. Bigh School Curriculum Center in Gowrnmv-nl Indiana §
University |
18. Nichigan L‘ic:ncnlary Social Science Lducation Program . I

1g. Sociological Nesources for thie Sucial Studies (SRSE)

J P——

Arca-Oricnted Projects

20. Asian Studics Juguiry Prograny

2t. Projeet Afvica

3
22. Wold Siudics Inquiry Serics s
Special Purpose Projects 1 - i
23. Harviwd Sucind Studies Project/Public Jssuss Seriss ; i { H
94. Law in American Socicty 3
| R
]: lC The lu(ugwup Reélations Currizulum, l.\ncc.ln Filene i
(‘-t.mu' or Citizenship and l'm:...:.‘\ﬂ.m.. L : : . 1 8
aG.- s anad Activities for Peachers and Children i 1 : i
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kzpendix Dt

a=1
H-2
1

i-3
RE

Responding School Districis

Bzldwin
Bellmore

" Carle Place

East Meadow
mlmont
Farningdaale
Glen Cove
Great lieck
Hempstead
Herricks
Hewlett-Woodrere
Hicksville
Jericho
Levittovwn

Locust Valley

"Manhasset

Massapequa
North Shore
Oceanside
Plainedge
Plainview

Port Washington
Rockville Center
Roosevelt
Seaford

Uniondale

- Valley Stream

West Hempstead
Westbury

(assau counir: alphabe<izad
ard number-ccied)

[
[e)]

19
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Lppendix E: Responding School Districts (S;ffolk county: alvhatvetized
and number-coded)

S-1 Bebylon
S-2 Bayshore
S-3 Bellport
S-4 - —Brestwood
S-5 Center Moriches
S-6 Cold Spring Ezrbor
S-7 Commack
s-8 Comsewogue
S-9 Copiague
S-10 Deer Park
S-11 East Islip
S-12 Elwood
5-13 Fisher's Island
S-1h Hauppauge
8-15 Middle Country
S-16  Middle Island
S-17 North Babylon
S-18 Patchogue-Medford
S-19 Port Jefferson '
S-20 Riverhead

s-21 Smithtown
S-22 South Huntington
S-23 Southhampton
S-24 . Southold
S-25 Three Village
S-26 West Babylon
S-27 Westhampton
S-28 ‘Wyandanch

20
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Appendiz F: List of responding school districis using specific projects

1 N-1, ¥-15, N~-29, S-21

2 B-10, I-21, ©-22, Z-1%

3 N-3, -8, -9, i-13, U-21, h-22, S-i, 3-1b, S.17, 3-13, 3-21, I-:°

b 15

5

6 N-10, -2l

‘
7 N-8, N-1k, H-21, S-:0
8 N-1, N-16, N-17, H-19, E-29
N-1, H-4, N-14, N-15, ¥-17, N-19, ¥-21, N-23, ¥-28, S-5, 5-10, 3-11,
S-12, S-19
10 N-4, N-21, N-22, H-23
11 N-1, N-16, N-19
12 N-1, N-1k, N-19
13 S-17
1k
15 N-10, N-12, N-21
16 s-k, 8-17
17 S-17
18 ,
19 N-1, N-2, N-10, N-15, K-16, N-18, N-21, N-22, S§-12, S-1k, S-17, S-18, S-22
20 N-1, N-L, N-19, N-22, N-23, N- 26 N-28, S-1h, s-19, 8-20, 8-25
21 N-b, N-21, N-22, N-26
22 N-1, N-k, N-15, N-18, N-19, N-22, N~-26, N-28, S-5, S-9, S-1k, S-20
23 N-1, N-2, N-3, N~-4, N-8, N-9, N-10, N-12, K-15, N-16, N-17, N-28, N-19,
' N-21, N-22, N—26 &- 5, S-6, S-9, S-11, S-1k, s-18 S-20, s-21,
8-2k4, 8-25, 5-26

2l N-1, N-2; N-28, S-22 E
25 ‘N-15, N-16, N-18, S5-1T 3
26 - N-1h4, N-22 f

(Code corresponds to alphabetized number-code in Appendix D and Appendix E.)
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