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LIBERAL ARTS LANCUACYE BLEQUIREMENT:
THEORY AND PRACYICE

Dorority Winrz

Periodically, the value of the liberal arts hanguage requirement is ques-
tioned and somctitnes reduced or abolished, followed by sorious conse-
quences, This seems to be as inevitable 25 the seasons.

Forcign language study in America has always been a sometime aflait
{now emphasized, now neglected), in spite of the Army Scrvice Training
Program of World War 11 and the now methods which giew out of it. Paul
A, Miller, Assistant Sceretary for Education of the Depettraent of Health,
Edueating, and Welare, has said that foreign Janguage study is often no
more tha a csual ned o convention and that langaage at the graduate
level is for most a shallow charade,  Mr, Miller is posuaded, however, ihat
coinpetence in one or mnore of the major werld languages ¢ther than one's
own is the key preroquisite in the curricalum, and cur present comrieulum
must be carcluily erticulated and planned in anticipation ¢f the coming
revolution i international cducation.?

This comment alome, expressing the concopt that the cdveation of 1m0d-
em men will Le incomnlote unless it includes the integrated experience of a
foreign culture, plos the fact that in many Dititubons of the nation the re-
quirement of foreign linguage for the undorraduate degiee is being re-
duced o alolished, are though to 1octivate us to reassess the part that lan-
iczes Play inthe ol ats contfestvm, We sheuld Lo reexamining our
philusephy, ote cosase cllerings, and o nictheds, and making known our
belicf in those values, Naturally, whon the [erefou anenare reguirement is
remioved [rom an institution’s cvirienluin, eowollinent fzures in forcign
Langiazes may tend o phmge downvard, and teachers seay be wrged to
move clsewhere, if not ot of the prefession. Then the wartien may be canght
unprepoied whien & oaxageney arises, having dicearded somcthing of

value,

InTh:ory
Lot nis amswer theerctical questions Fist In theory, what are the rea-
sons for having such a ruquircment?
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Language is privaarily a humanisic study, a necessary antidote to inech-
anizalion, True, the science of lingmistics has made a place for itself, but
if we are to have intemational vodorstandine. the humanistie study of Jan-
giages is the mecting place for seprate minds and cultures, This is ene hope
for contribuling 1more to peace and understanding, 1f our leadars knew
more about the Astan mind, we perhaps would not be i our present di-
lemma, We must militate azainst the smobbih $dea that anything worth
saying is worth saying in one language only. This is pure arrogance. We
must provide the stadent wide acquaintance with at icast one eultme other
than his own, so that he may lean more about hwinanity from other cul-
turcs, and that Lis is not nccossiily the seperior one in all resprets, We
must never forget that idea dear te adightened thinkars of the Renajsance as
deseribed in Des Cennibales of Montaigne: so-called “savages™ are some-
times mote advanced than ourselves,  Tolcranee coines often with wnder-
standing another colture, The cighteenth centuy philosopiics, Diderot in
particular,? echoed the thought of Montaimie two centuries Jaler,

ilie Latin Janmuage, in tie Middle Ages, wnited people from all parts
of Furope. Professors and students conld move from ane univeisity to an-
other and students sor ctimes cven fallowed the most illustricus professors
from cne country to the nest. Toduy, not ene but many languages are
necessary, ideally, to follow rodern univers il thought. One simply cannot
now enough langmanes ta kecp up even a superficial acquaintance with
the explosion in knowledae,

In the case of French, for cxample, we know that we have diawn heavily
on the celtora) heritage of France in the United States. Though Tiench
has declined fn its smpertance as a diplomatic Janguage, it is still a major
onc. Tt s well known that Yrandh was used for three ceuturies as the
Janguage of Europe’s enltivated dlite and is now a Linguage of the masses,
of millions of persons wha are Leing callad Lo play an important part in in-
temational life, In modem timcs, both Inglish and French Lave been use-
ful as political instruments since 1918, whan the Treaty of Versailles was
drawn up in both Tangrages, The Sccond Warld War stivek the real blow
to the prestige of French, In 1916 the Goncral Asscrubly of the United
Nations in New York adopted Franeh as a working language Ly a margin
of only one vote. During mote recent sessiens, Tepresentatives of twenty-
four momber natiens used nothing hut Fronch from the ostium, regardless
of whetlier it was their oifidal Lnmage or not. A dosan othas generally
used French or did so relatively often, while a few others used jt from
timeto Yime, Thus, an average of 53 ent of the 103 dilations, mere than a
third of the member nations. worusdly (il need Frondh in 1562 at the
Unitedd Nations. Even behind the Tien Curtain, world powds realized the
importance of French in their schations with Afiica. The siress laid upon
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the teaching of Trendt in the scheol systems of many countries reflect this
concen and the pride the French take in disseminating their language and
thddr culture,®

The sccond reason for studying languages and one with more practical
application is the Jearning of skills in a forcign langirage, which will not only
throw new light on one’s own native tongue, but will also be uscful in many
other ways.  Practical application of language is being able to speak, under-
stand, read, and write in order to travel, stedy abroad, become teachers of
language or read in the foreign language only for pleasure or in one’s ficld,

VWhat goals should a foreign language progrum have, theoretically?

The genls of a foreign language program should be very mucl the same
as they now are, but with better and increased jmplementation, and perhaps
more experimentiation, A recent Iarvard report! recommends these mnethods
for more effeetive teaching:

1} Long exposure-start ‘tudy at an carly age.

2) l.\l\t. many literature covrses at the mllcg,t, Ievel (or even before,
once the Forcign Language in the Elementary Schools programs and Ad-
vaneed Placement programs, or “Advanced Depliccnent” programs—as
they have been nichnamed—get vader way).

3) Study with teachers who make wse of the forcign langnage by con-
ducting class in the Janguage and vequiring the students to use the Jang-
vage.

4) Travel and study abroad.

5) LEmployinent iu jeb situations.

What types of courses should we stress, if goals that justify a language
requirement are to be met?  In accordancs vith the above repoit, litcrature
courses, in particular should be inclnded. But once cnough of the foreign
language is mastered, all types of conrses should be given in the foreign
language, beeanse Tanguage is the instrument of all learning,  Give courses
in Frendly, for examyple, in rdlated felds, such as Listory and civilization,
Enghsh literature (teats in the ariging, discussion and lectures in Froeach),
dram, political science, philosophy, semantics, geography, anthropolngay, ant,
nusic, and hamanitics, In our part of the country, ospuciatly, the interna.
tional sevolution is already taking plice becausc of the prominerce of Span-
ish as a second language, We shou!d offce courses snelt as those suggested
by Beports on Blhngm] Education Rescarch and Teaching made ot the
Annual Confaenee of the Southwest Coundil of Foreign Language Teach-

¥ The Pirection of Culturad Aflairs i ranee,” an Inbonviow with Jean B ovant,
Directour Gontnal des Allires Cultorchs (@ Tedhwd Tques, Eddueation én Frara, No. 18
{(May 19320, p. 2

{Jeha B, Cared, The Torcipn Lon e Allinmends of Larguage Meims ia the
Seréor Year «- A Survey Conducted jo UK, Colleees ared Univepatis, l.«‘n..‘l 1y for
l{r\umh in Indruction, Grohnte 8¢ rwl of Dt a, Harvar] anrvl\ Condaridge,
Mas, 1667 . 203 ((hm A, 10, “Rroommeadalions [ e [mprm 1nmt of lhc
Educition of I orcign Languige Majots”™). 3
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ars® The gist of these reports is that Spanisli-speaking students learn sub-
jects such as social sefences, Listory, and mathenatios better i they are
aught in Sponisl. I¢ may be a little idealistic to imagine we can do all
this when we are still rying to get students to do hasic mechanies of the
language, but we must look zhead,

In Practice

In ;‘m(-licv what are the goals and accomplishments of current pro-
grams, und do current Iinguistic metlinds produce results that justify a lan-
gaagu requiremoent?

Current goals scan justifiable in light of the order of concentration of
skills rccommended by the profession. In light of current Bingnistic me-
thods and experimentation with new subject matter in the foreign lainguage,
we have made only a small beginnins,

Coal No. 1-long and wide exposure—is immediately challenged and
endangered, because, except in langiage “factosies” (not used in the de-
rogatory sense), such as the Montorey Languatge School i Californin, or
the Fhundabird Graduate School of Tntomational Menagement in Glendale,
Arizona, lngnoge teachis and studonts are allowed to spend only linited
Hie i the clossroom or Taboratory wud Jeam only the mdiments, There are
ether subjocts hesides Jangoages in the sadent’s corrienlum, but in our pro-
fession we are expeeted (o exhiliit the Bind of genius that teaches an entire
tanguage in two years while wedting enr students four or five hows a week
at the most, Administiators often seen convineed, on the other hand, that
some “crash” pregram exisls, whereas a lifetime is hardly Jong (nuuqh for
leaming one's own native Lm"n age properly,

Goal No. 2-taking miuny litcrature courses at the college level -is not al-
ways possible, particulariy 3f the studont never reaches college or advanced
work in high school or Liciore,  Besides, same even in the profession do not
agree with this goal.  Others do: “On the advanced level it is possibie for
the stndent to .-mhm(b the rich offcrings of Freneh Jiterature with pleasure
and profit and at the same tine strengthen his control of the lunguage, its
vocahulary, strictures, and coltural troditions.” The uscfulness of the study
of literature in the original teat is hurdly to be questioned: “In general, the
teaching of forcign literatures in their original langnaze is somewhat more
creditable then is the teaching of the English and Arcrican literatures, while
the use of translations in literature courses leads to such abuse that it cught
perhaps to be abandened completely until such time as the goneral Jevel

FReports on Belineinl Eduestion Research and Teodlinz, Chedar Clirsti, i,
November 10-11, 1967, El Faco, Tevas Avnast Confoence Southwest Coundl of §ra-
cign Lancuare Teadlwrs,

Crarvictdun Guide for Froh, Vhecnin Uston Hich Scrool Svdten, peopared By Mrs.
Jards Corbonn, Allanbea Hich Aol Mo Thadlic Daein, West Hich Scloal, Mers,
Maitha \lIw'\ ( soncthack Hith Shcol, Mre Pate Naovarcte, Masvadle High Sclsl
(June 1967), p.
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of sophistication in malters lirguistic is such that t-anslations can safely
be inclided among taats to be normally studied as literature™

For literature is cast in langmage. Drofessor Edgerton, Chairman, De-
partment of Spanish at Bucknell University, points out that as things now
stand, in our world of unsctiled valucs, literature “nns a very scrious risk
of being abandoned as a uscless and, in any case, arcane frill, the cost of
which is no longer jusiifiable, .. . Tcachers of literature ought to be the best
cducated of all academiciins, and their task—teaching students how to read
—ought to be the most valuable and the most challenging of all.  As is, we
all too often confuse our own peor rflections on literature with the content
of the works themselves, thus serving no one well” (p. 130).

Goal No. 3—study with teaclicrs who know and use the language—is
also often short-changed, if the unqualified are allowed to teach—and they
are-by those who are not strict cnough in theie early cvaluations of stu-
dents” language talents and performance, or by state departments of public
instruction or school administrations which, in desperation, hire teachers
whase qualifications are insufficient.

Goal No. d—~travel and study abroad—is often economically not feasible
for all. True, many cxchange prograras for teachers and more and more
student progzrams abroad are available, but they require moncy, and some
prozrams Jeave mucle to be desired. ‘There is no substitute for this kind of
exparience, but Iet us not discount the fact that it is possible to lcam a for-
cign Janguage and learn it well in this country where g0 many native speak-
crs and well-qualificd Americans are praclicing the prefession.

Goal No. 3-cmploymient in job situations—is a fine goal after the stu-
dent has proved his mcltle, but where can he fud on-the-jobs training in
lanauages suflicient to help him when he needs help, except in practice teach-
ing? This arca of on-the-joh “employment”™ has possibilitics in the class-
room itself with mote experimentation in the tatorial system. The older stu-
dents teach the saunger oncs, the brighter ones teach the slower ones, cte.
Creative teachers conduct many ordinny dasses like scrainars, in which
students learn on their omn and from cach cther.

Underlying oue failire in meeling all of these goals is poor motivation
en the part of the disinterested student.  Present emphasis on education
drives him {0 school, hul without a teal desire to feern and the only desire
is to obtain the necessary wmades to acepiire the necessary paper that says he
has gradnated from an occredited collrge or university. Parlaps instead
of abelishing or reducing the langnaze requirement, we should censider
some nalicnwide srecaing process for Linguage students, so that oaly the
apt and motivated, those with dearcut verbal aptitude, are allowed ta con-
tinue in the prefession; but we should not reject all students whaolesale,

Mills ¥, Edgerlon, Jr, “A Linguistic Defnition of Liteatuie,” Forcign Language
Annals, Vol 1I/No, 2 (Docemtaor 1067), 120,
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For their own good, all students should be given an adequate chanee Lo Jeam
a foreign languaze. Good teaching sometimes motivales the student, and
the profession Las the motivating power for the teachable,

But i presont practice, hesides trying to teach the unteachuble, weanust
al:o cope with “fad” inethodalogy. e try to do too much too soon.  Cur-
rent linguistic icthods are fne for beginning skills, i.c., listening and speak-
ing. If the student wishes to (peak and comprchend the language only—
and just a few phrases at that—-porhaps we are dofug the job,  Current me-
thods have not proved so britliant for advanced skills, reading and writing.?
The patier of patieins has often crcaled bad hahils where advasiced con-
versation, literature, and composition wre concernad, for it has not allowed
for natural develepment and flexibility of expresion. Pattern language is
even worse, It is anti-humanistic, It is insulting to bright students cap-
able of grasping all the subtletics of the languase to be Timited to pattem
talk or travel langage when ey ould be grappling with ideas. Pattern
language does not rise to the occasion,

Why don’t we face the fact that failure to offer solid reading and train-
ing in grammar arc genctal weaknesses in the profession, both in our high
school and college programs, beeause we fail to insist that students master
the meaning-carrying clements of kmauage: a) intonation, rhythm, pronun-
ciation, b) situational context, ¢) idiomatie expressions, and d) structure
(gearmar)?  We must constantly reevalnate our aims and our methods.”
Those of us now teaching in universitics and colleges are expected to bim
out literate products.  Are we doing so?

Nesearch and experimentation are also needed in the area of flexible
schicduting,  All students do not leam at the same yate,  Instruction could
be more individualized to suit the Jearning situation desired, pamitling
varation in length aud size of class, according to need.

I am in full acoord with Professor Hemi Servin, who spoke to the
American Association of Teachers of French in 1667:% “Whercas linguists
look for the mechanical aspect of the coaditioned 1cflex, we loak for spon-
tancous expression of thought within the Iimits of the acquired materiad By
doing this the student is able to acquire a means of developing his thenght
in French, acquisition of whicly has been stresech meny times by snch well-
known authors as Deccarles, Bergson, and Syitre wha insdat that Lingeane
learning must go bevond the purely mechanical sinee the aims of linivage
study are communication or expression of thought.  Whercas lingvists stress
the fact that man spoke long before he stated wiiting. it is alco tiue that
past the childbood level it becomes increasingly dificult to disascociate

£Soe Max S Nisch, "Dueset Matlind and te Audio-Lingml Anpecach™ The Fronch
Retioe, Vol aliy 3 (Duccaber FOGTY 353 343,

1Sce Mot B Mvroo e “Teackdng Fraeh Todw,” The Dicoch Beciee, Voloali, 3
(It e 1967), 590003,

Vi U e ets of Brofoser Sonvinwere e, tizcd b Prefisoer Joo Gaotek of the
Univansity of Arizont aned publisddaaUin Forsenny 1905, 5. 11
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speaking from writing. This is still more so at the university level.  There-
fore the spoken Lingaoge is introduced and mastered first, and then fn-
mediately reinforced by the written language. At about the fowth week
the students begin to write compositions  These are preceded by oral com-
positions, done in class, which can then be applied as guidelines for their
wrilter counterparts. This principle of Multiple Approach allows for valu-
able simultancous oral and written work,  Always the aim remains the
same: an atlerapt at personal ereativity within the limits of the classwork.
If then the student is able to express himsell in an original manner, freely
and carrcctly, Doth orally and in writing, the result is tangible and the
purpase of the conrse has been fulfiiled.”

Professor Goctinek continues:  “The method of teaching which Mr.
Servin tried to explain to the audicnce , , . is not quite as new as sonse people
mifght fear, since it was introduced . . . a half a century after the Cleveland
Schools where Emile B. de Sauzd, one of the great teachers of our time, and
therdfore least mentioned by “educators’, oviginated it

In conclusion, Tost we be unfair to the “educators” (ic., those who
specialize in the theary of elucation and the professional core), for we pos-
sibly have somcthing to learn from them, let us listen to what they consider
a good teacher 1o be, The following remaks pertain miore to high school
and clementary teackiors than Lo college and nniversily teachers, but it is
often prospective teachers we are training in the nnivarsities: “High quality
in a teacher is diflicult to define acurately . . . Tt invelves good relationships
with students and good dndent achievement.  However, the more specific
we bocome, the more diflicult it is to be precise for all teachers,  Their in-
dividual personalitics and ahilitics allow some to do well where others fail
.+ The poorest teacher is likcly to ind public suppoiters, “Fhis indicates
some special factors at wotk, mote (haa just quantitics of training and ex-
perionce which dominate the typical salary schednle. . .. Although it has Leen
said that a good teacher can be dtennined hy waiting ten or twenty years
to sce what the stndonts do, this won'd show only the combined results of
all teachers and otlier influences, 1t would not imcinde the quality of any
onc individual instructor |, . Some critics of teacher training feel education
corrses thould bie de-emphasized and acadeonic trainin:g fncreased , ., Most
teaching failures in practice are due o inability to teach, not to lack of
subject matter Fnowlede, [And this §s where we may have something to
Jeam.]  Teaching expericuce ean be valmable if it docs not hocome an an-
nual 1epctition of the same thisg,  H nwist show proath and dmprovement
Many dudents huve expressed preference for teachers with fess experience
il it mcaas a choice Inbween repetition and a dynvinic interested pereon-
ality. Pupils scone a teacher's e feelings very quickly and respead best
to a fiicndly, intcrested, inteligent, skiliful teacher who is in control of the

UIbid, p. 10.
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class.”™  Among the ten desirable tmits of a teacher Baied by a Jarge Towa
teachier training indtitation for recoimmendations of ils graduates, hoth new
snd expetienced, keowlodee of subjeet matter ranked cighth T0 accurately
evaluated, a good teacher would vate bigh in most of the following arcas
and the quality of his teaching would show it: cficctiveness in planning
work, cffcctiveness in instinctional activitics end dassioonm management,
neat and ordaly Gassroom, knowledge and wse of subject matter, proper
vse of English, assnmption of proper 1esponsibilily in the classroom, willing-
ness to help in schiool activitics outside the dassronin, relations with co-
workers, relations with people in the commmity, panticipation in core-
pily activitics, and professional spirit and grosth, A Jeading Towa schoot
district uses the above criteria to evaluate quality teaching performance on
which to base merit pay.*?

There is nmel more to the teaching profession, then, than knowing the
subject well, but in fescizn language teaching, krowledpe of subject imiter
should tuke priority, rezardless of what teacher triining institutions may
recommend.  Even knowing their skill, fordign laugoage teachas work
Ieader than most leachers in the ordinary cunricolun, breavse their sulject
matier requires much cnergy of presenlation, much patience and repetition,
cipecially in the carly stages, In fact, Lnguage teachens work so had at
their jobs that they sometimes forget their public, not enly pedagomcally
speaking, but in what they publish, The vay title of a paper read at a
reeent conference of the RMMLA, “Why Bead PMLA?" is evidence of our
Tack ¢f camnmunication with our public.  Should our vccomplishments to Jdate
and future potential now be ignored and bear no further friit by abolishing
or v Gucing the language requirement for the undergraduate degree?

Miss Wirtz (B.A, State Unitersity of lewea; ALA, PhD., Unicensity of
Wisconsin) is I'rofessor of Freneh at Arizona Stute Universify. Shie has
taught at the University of Minacsota end as a cisiting lecturer at the Uni-
cersity of Wisconsin where she teas also Dircctor of Fa Muison Frougailse.
In 1946 she was one of 100 Amcrican tceehers of Fronch incited to cisit
France by the Relctions Culttnelles of the Freneh covcrament. A womber
of Phi Bcta Kappa, she is this year Sceond Vice Prosident of Belta Kappa
Gamma, and past president of both the lancuaze section of the Avizean Col-
lege Association and the Fuculty Weman's Club of Avizona State Univasity.
Her scholarly publications have appeared in The Art Jounal, The Fronch
Review, and Bomance Noles, She has eleo published poctry in Pecliy
Magazine end Pauspeadive, and has exbibited art work in Arizena, in Min-
neapolis, and in Paris, France,

M kner C. Gast, Presidert of e Bava Stte Fdeoation Avoiation and Sparintidod
S s, Keokuk Countraonity Schodd Darict, " \WWhat is a Good Teacha?™,) 1he Daly
o City, Keehuk, Twa, Docen Lo 23, 1047,
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