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An investigation of Fussian surnames reveals a
system in which pronunciation is largtly determined by two sets of
factors. The author co:Isiders in detail the relationship between the
stress in a surname anl the stress in a word from which the name is
derived and also the relationship betAeen the stress in surnames and
their "endings" as they are written in traditional orthography. Tt is
demonstrated that, while most Russial. surnames are systematically
derived, many exceptions and individual pronunciations do exist. (RT)
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Ci
u-/ To the non-native speaker of Russian, the stress of Russian sur-

names often seems hopeler sly complex.' One investigator cites,
for example, an unnamed American student of Russian who laments:
"If there are three syllables in a Soviet surname, my first two
choices will be wrong ones. "I Even native speakers at times va-
ci'late In the pronunciation of some surnames. An informant may
hesitate to place a stress [the :Las never heard the surname in ques-
tion pronounced and may, consequently, allow two (or three) variant
stresses.

Other variant stresses are attributable to the personal preference
of the bearer of a name. He may prefer or insist on a stress which
differs from the most frequently used accentuation. Such individual
pronunciations are not uncommon In Russian. Here are several ex-
ample:, taken fromSoviet reference works, which seem to make every
effort torecordcorrectly the stress used by thebearer of each name: 3
P. V. Abrosini6v, architect' (cf. the normal stress AbrOsimov); A.
T. B6lotov, author' (cf. the normal Bol6tov); K. M. Byk6v, physi-
ologist" (cf. the normal Bikov); N. 0. Egor6v, physicist' (cf. the
normal Eg6rov); N. D. Ka Akin, music critic" (cf. the normal KS§kin);
V. P. Mosol6v, agricultural technician' (cf. the normal Mos6lov);
N. I. Novik6v, author:° (cf. the normal Novikov); V. M. Obux6v,
statistician and V.S. Obuxov, aichitoctil (cf. the normal Obtixov);

O S. I. 02egov, lexicographer" (cf. the normal OiCgov); F. N. §ved6v,
physicist's (cf. the normal %,6dov) ;14 A. A. lixtomst:ij, physiolo-
glstis (cf. the normal Uxt6mski)).

Another type of individual pronunciation arises when a surname
exists in two generally recognized stress variants. Each bearer of
the name chooses one of the variants. The most widespiead surname
which produces such individual pronunciations is, of oeurse, Ivanov.

mow Of thirty - six Ivanovs listed in the Large Sethi Encyclopedia,
O twenty-sevenare given as Ivan6v and eight as IvSnov. For one, no

stress is indicated. (lie is listed in the Small Soilei Encyclopedia0 as IvInov.) Other such variants noted in the Lar6e Set.fc, rncy-
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Stress of Russian Surnames 43

clop,:dia and the Small Soviet 1;:acyclopedia are the following: N.
N,Anfkov, pathologistD. S. A_nidkov, philosopher; S. A. Zerneiv,
zoologistD. V. Mrnov, scientist and D. N. Zernov, anatomist;
V. N. Tdnkov, scientistI. M. Tonkdv, artist. In other instances,
only one variant (the pronunciation of a well-known person's name)
is recorded in the reference works; the second variant, however, is
also widespread. Examples follow; N. I. Gr6S-denkov, neurologist
(cf. the variant Gragdenk6v); P. F. 21garev, military expert (cf.
2igar6v); G. V. Zimeliiv, scientist (cf. Zfr»elev); X. M. Lopardv,
paleographer (cf. L6parev); N. P. Ogar6v, poet (cf. Ogarev); K.
M. Vxtarev, historian (cf. the more frequently used TaxtarZv). 16

Soviet reference works occasionally disagree with each other on
the stress of one and the same person's surname. The following
variant stresses, taken from the Large Soviet Encyclopedia and
Bylinskirs Stress Dictionary, apparently refer to the same person.
The Encyclopedia stress is given iirst, then Bylinskirs: Dik6v
Dfkov, Ju. I., Stakhanovite lathe-operator; Gmy/revGmyr6v, A. M. ,
poet; Doxtur6vD6xturov, D.S., general; Puzan6vPuzSnov, A.M.,
political figure; Raz6nkovRazenk6v, I.P., physiologist; Ceby5ev
Cebyev, P. L., mathematician. Another example of disagreement
Is offered by the name of the poet K. Bal'mont. Bylinskil gives the
stress P.II'mont; the Small Soviet Encyclopedia gives Bai'mdnt.

In the above, we have noted that the stress of surnames In Rus-
slanis characterized by the existence of many variants. In the fol-
lowing, anattemptwillbe made to sho'.v that the stress in surnames
Is not so chaotic as it may seem from what has been stated above.
The stress of most surnames does fit into a system. To be sure,
numerous exceptions and Individual stresses will remain; the,c are
far more of these in surnames than In the general Russian vocabulary
as described in the standard dictionaries.

The approximately 24, 000 surnames selected for the Dictionary
of Russian Personal Names" were presented in mimeographed form
to native informants. The informants then placed the stresses or
variant stresses on the names. On the basis of this material, two
general factors can be singled out as significant for the accentua-
tion of surnames: I. the stress of the source word (usually a noun,
occasionally an adjective) from which the surname is derived; 2.
the fonn of the last syllable or two syllables as represented in the
traditional orthography, especially when the sername is not related
by the Informant to a source noun.

In theory, the first factor alone should be sufficient to explain
surname stress: presumably every Russian surname reflects a source
word, native or foreign (often a name or nickname) . Since, how-
ever, the derivation of many surnames has been obscured by time
and space,' a the second factor has shown itself to be most helpful
in describiftg the stress In a large number of names, We turn now
to an examination of these factors.

tr)
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I. The relationship between the stress in a surname and the stress
in a word" from which the name is derived may be summarized es
follows.

A. If the stress of a masculine or feminine declension source
noun (this noun can be a given name) remains constant on the
stem throughout its declension, the stress in the derived surname
is on the corresponding syllable. Examples: V6ronov vdron
'raven': VorOninrordua 'crow' ; Molotovindlot 'hammer';
gvedovsIved 'Swede'; BSI-soybars 'leopard' ; Borisov Boris
(given name); PerlinPO(31a (diminutive of Fodor); BujOnov
bujdu 'ruffian' ; KapitOnovkupittfa 'captain.'

There are several exceptions in this group. Examples: (the
variant) IvanOvItqn (name); Lavr6v/avr 'laurel' ; Perl6v
Pert 'pearl'; Sokol6vsokol 'falcon.' The stress of Lavrov may
be the result of an obsolete end stress on the case endings. 2°
The stress of IvanOv and Sokolov also reflect a dialectal or ob-
solete end stress on the case endings."

B. Surnames derived from masculine-declension polysyllabic
nouns which in their declension have a constant stress on the
case endings are usuall., stressed on the (or -er) suffix.
Examples: Gondar6vgoneity 'potter'; Gork6vgo)..Mk ' pot' ;
Zuravl6vizerdr./"crane`; Ktselevkisg/"Jelly'; Lopux6v--
/optrx 'burdock.; Orl6vores 'eagle': SuLlak6vsredrth 'pike
perch'; Kulik6vkulfli 'snipe' ; TolmaUvtefurde 'interpreter';
Klurav'dvnruratl.; 'ant.'

C. Surnames derived from monosyllabic ra3 scullne nouns with
constant stress on the case endings present a complex picture.
Some are stem. stressed; some have the stress on the -ov; a few
allow variant stresses." Examples of stem-stressed surnames:
Bikovbyk 'bull' ; GrOxovgrex 'sin' ; GrIbovgrib 'mush-
room% Gr6kyv.0i 'farthing.; D'incovd'jak 'clerk' ; 2tikov
/:uk 'beetle'; KOtovkot 'tomcat'; St6nov slon 'elephant';

'intelligence'; JSzevjaz' '!de' (fish). Examples of
end stress: Blin6vblin 'pancake' ; Drozci6vdreed 'thrush' ;
Erg6v Jr.? 'ruff' ( fish) ; Petr6v isiltr (name); Popr5vpop
'priest'; StolbOvsto/b 'pillar'; Tit6vTit (name); Xru5dv
xruge 'cock - chafer'; ali6veii Examples of variant
stresses: Krist6vkust 'bush% L4g6Lv/eie 'bream'; P6st6v
pest 'pestle' ; X61m6vxohn 'hill.; gdit6vieli 'shield.'

In several instances, the stress on the stem of the surname
can be attributed to an obsolete stem stress in the declension of
the source noun. Kiparsky has shown, namely, that such nouns
as grib, zrck, kot, d'jak, Jae, etc., at an earlier stage of the
language possibly had stem stress in their declension. a'

3
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D. When the surname is derived from a masculine noun with
mobile stress (usually stem stress In the singular and end stress
in the plural, either on all endings, or beginning with the genitive),
the stress is normally on the stem in the name: GrObovgrob
'coffin'; Lcimov/om'crowban G6losovgdlos ' voice' ; 2610-
bovIelob 'gutter' ; Kcirobovkdrob 'box' ; Pi'sarev pfsar'
'clerk'; SCbolevsObol' 'sable'; VOlkov yolk 'wolf' ; GOlubev
go'lubt 'dove'; Gtisevgus' 'goose' ; KSmenevkcim en' ' stone' ;
Lebedevle'bed"swan. '

There are several exceptions to this group. Examples: Pan6v
pan ( Polish) 'land-owner' ; de rtOveVe-t 'devil';
'silk. '

E. If the name Is derived from a neuter noun, the stress of
the name is usually the same as in the singular of the noun. Ex-
amples: Ozerovrizere 'lake' ; MOrevmore 'sea' ; Bolotov
boat° 'swamp' ; Kol'e6vkol'ca 'ring' ; Kryl6v/..ryl6 'wing';
PerOvpealeather'; Stekl6v stekld 'glass.'

There are many exceptions in this group. For example, in
surnames formed from trisyllabic nouns, end-stressed in the
singular, the stress often moves to the first syllable: Ddlotov
Mord 'chisel' ; Mdlokovnto/okc; 'milk'; KOlesovkoleso
'wheel'; R66etovreseI6 'sieve.' The following variant stresses
( with a shift to the stem) are also exceptions: Vinov vied
'wine' ; Oknovokta 'window' ; Jddrovfacfa 'kernel. '

F. The accentuation of surnames derived from nouns ending
in stressed -a may be summarized as follows. A majority of the
names are stein-stressed, although a considerable number do
have the stress on the -in, This conclusion is not in agreement
with most of the already published pertinent literature, which
Indicates that a surname derived from a noun In usually has
the stress on the -In."

Examples will now be given of surnames derived from nouns
in -4 The examples are divided into groups based on the various
declensional stress patterns of the nouns as given in the Academy
Grammar.

1. The source nouns in this group always have the stress on
the ending, in both singular and plural. Surnames derived
from nouns of this group are likely to be end-stressed if a
consonant cluster precedes the -1n; Boll/inLoire/ 'plant
leaves'; Lapnlop.if; 'noodle soup'; KoZergfrikojergS
'poker.' End stress seems especially certain if the second
consonant of the cluster is a: Knja2nfraknainct ' prince: -1;
Kvagnin-41aLiJS 'kneading trough'; Golovnlngolovejri
'brand.'
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Examples of stem-stressed surnames follow: Silzinbuzei
'homemade ale' ; 26r1ninvei 'heat' ; .26clineurtrf 'annoying
person. Kljtikinktjakd Valking-stick'; K6rinkoriz 'crust' ;
Pdrginpara 'mange' ; Painpre-Er 'pasha' ; O6kinc'ekir
'cotter pin' ; Vetfnin-vetc-inr; 'ham. ' 23

Several surnames have alternate stresses: Kimkinkamk6
'colored silken fabric'; Lfstvfnlisivri 'foliage.'
2. The nouns in this group are end-stressed in the singular
and stern-stressed in the plural. The surnames formed from
such nouns are usually stem-stressed: B6din bedd 'misfor-
tune'; KOzinkozd 'goat': Lfsinlisn' 'fox' ;
'ore.' The end stress in Vesnfn from vesnd 'spring' fits the
pattern of Knja2n1n. From ovcd ' sheep' is derived (5v4n, with
alternate stresses.
3. To this group belong ne-ms which are end-stressed through-
out the singularand end-stressed throughout the plural except
for the nominative-accusative. Examples of stem-stressed
surnames formed from such nouns: GlIbingribcf 'Hp'; Sveain
s need' 'candle. ' Examples of end stress: Koprartkopna
'shock' (of hay); Borozdfnborozda 'furrow. ' Examples of
alternate stress are KrOxfn, from kroxa 'crumb, ' and I316xfn
from bloxit 'flea.'
4. In thisgroup are nouns which are end-stressed In the sin-
gular and plural except the nominative-accusative of both
numbers. Examples of stem-stressed surnames: GSringorci
'mountain' ; ' soul' ; C6ninconfr ' price' ; Bor-
Oninborond 'harrow. ' Examples of end stress: florodfn
borodri*beard'; Golovingotord'head'; Noginnogd 'foot. '26
G. In surnames derived from adjeclwes which have a stem-

stressed feminine short form, the stress is usually on the stem:
GorleStovgorbaly) 'hunchbacked'; Ljub4znovyrtbtert,y) 'ami-
able': Pod26rovpodifinyi "wiry'; Ugrjtirnovogrjrinryj' sullen.'
WI .2n the source adjective has an end-stressed feminine short
form, the derived surname is usually stressed on the -ov: Bel6v
bS'tyj ' white' ; Krugl ivkrteglyj 'round' ; RO6v--r) ig 'red-
haired.; Svetlbvsue'llyi Ser6vsc'vyj 'grey"; Stnim6v
smfrnyj 'quiet'; Xitr6vAltryf 'cunning.'

There are, to be sure, Important exceptions in this group.
Here are several examples: Gitixovgliexej 'deaf' ; SISbov
stribyj 'weak'; gir6kovs-frSkIJ 'wide. ' " Alternate stresses
also exist: Kr6tk6vkrolkff 'docile.'

II. lf a surname has s the same form as an adjective, it usually
has the same stress: ilednyjbidnyi 'poor"; G6rikljgiir'kfj
'bitter'; Dikijlifkg 'wild.' Stress shifts are rare: Tolst6j
Ostyj 'thick.'
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(Surnames in -ago and -yx formed from adjectives will be
discussed below in II.)

I. If the surname consists of two roots (usually adjective in
-43 plus noun suffixed with -or'), the stress Is usually oa the
second root: Belordkov, BlagonrSvov, Lelton6sov, aernoglSzov.

J. The stress of names rived from verbal forms (Gulgev,
Kljdev, Urev, etc.) is most easily described in the discussion
of ending stress patterns which will follow. See, namely, -eu
after vowels (under A.1).

II. We now turn our attention to the relationship between the
stress in surnames and their 'endings': this term is used here to
denote the last syllaLle two syllables, as written rn the tradi-
tional orthography.

An analysts of the material gathered for the Dictfonau has
shown that many such endings usually correspond to certain sur-
name accentual patterns. For example, note the stress in the
following names: Adsitdrov, Azkov, UvSrov, XabSrov, Gum6rov,
KazbSrov, Abubakfrov, Lapfrov, Suv6rov, Moddrov, Babdrov,
Gefdrov, Xetagdrcv, Baqrov, Naqrov, Izjdrov, Xajdrov, GiljS-
rov, Abeljkov, etc. On thebasis of such examples we can state
that surnames ending in -.-ov preceded by a vowel usually have
penult stress in Russian. (The foreign origin of several of the
examples does not affect this pattern.) It must be added, how-
ever, thatthe stressof a source noun often prevails over an end-
ing stress pattern. The ending stress pattern does not operate,
consequently, in the following surnames: Gondar Cv from gone3r,
gonjare, 'potter' ; SIdorov from Sider (a name); DrIdorov from
thidora 'rubbish' ( dialectal) .

In certain instances, on the other hand, the ending stress
pattern may prevail over the stress of the source noun, or, at
least, create a variant stress. The conflict between the stress
of the source word and the ending stress pattern is illustrated
by the surname Latygev, existing in two variants. The source
noun Is 1(71/.4 lalysTer 'Latvian' which results in Latyg6v. The
form LStytev represents analogy with the stress of surnames in
-yier which are stressed on the antepenult: BSntytev, Glay-
gev, Dr6bygev, Karknygev, KSrytev, Olygev, Pdstygev,ddlygev,
JSnygev. (See C.1 below.)

The variants PuzenAv and PuzSnov show the same conflict.
Puzen6v is from puzcri, 'mina ' fat person.' The variant PuzSnov
fits the pattern "penult stress when a surname ends in -erne,:
(Moro precisely, penult stress prevails when a surname ends
in -nor after a vowel except f. See A. Z below.) This pattern
is illustrated by such examples as Avinov, BeLlnov, daiSnov,
EfSnov, Ka sSnov, LevSnov, Mu rSnov, SelivSnov, TarxSnov,
UsmSnov, UxSnov, Ceropinov, SraxSnov, gibSnov, etc.

6
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The variants F66nikev can be explained in a similar manner
The ultimate stress is attributable to the source noun pee'nfk,
peinikri 'stove - maker.' The antepenult variant fits the pattern
'antepenult stress if a surname ( especially of three syllables)
ends in ,(likov, BSIV:ov, GOlikov, K6rg1kov,

Pdndikov, Rdblkov, Sdvtkov, Svdgnikov, Xr6nnikov,
Cdbrikov, dfrtkov, Ofoikov, gdlikov, etc. (See C.1 below.)
This stress pattemalsoexplains the stress of the surname M61L-
kov from meal?, melika 'Caucasian prince, ' and the prevalent
stress Stdrikov from stank, starik,i 'old man.'

A survey of the most important surname endings now follows.
This survey includes endings of foreign origin such as the fol-
lowing: -fize (-adze, -tdze), -elf (Georgian) ; -Jan,
-Jane (Armenian); -ej, -aj (Central Asian, Tartar); -itejn,
-gejon, -zon, -Pam ( jewis:1 cr German).28 For each pattern
two examples are provided. If an ending occurs normally with
a particular stress only in specific environments, this will be
indicated.

A. In surnames with the following endings, penult stress
prevails.

1. In this group are endings which begin with a vowel. -ago:
Beldgo, 21v6go; AlddZev, Sardd2ev; -4/o.Svidrigd)lo,
jagdjlo;-axor: Buldxov, gemdxov; -agev (-Pies): Dadd§ev,
Kertdev (many exceptions); -et. (after a vowel): BusIdev,
Tareev; -erfi: Guldvid, Mack6vid; -ekov: Balb6kov, Sad6-
kov; -cif: Cagar611, trd6li, -enko: Glianko, Petr6nko
(many exceptions; cf. -Conk° and -§Cenkoin C. 2); -exov
(when the vowel in the preceding syllable is not e): Vojt6xov,
Saldxov; -ter: Akfov, I.lankfev ( many exdeptions);
Ivanfgdev, RadtMev; -ovfe: Adamdvid, Karp6v0; -ekov:
iar6kov, Sumar6kov; -onkor: Abol6nkov, 1.1i6nkov.

2. In this group are endings that begin with a consonant.
The examples will show that most of these endings occur after
a vowel. '9 -bin: Gund6bin, Kaldbin; -bop: (cf. -obov in
C. 1) Garlbov, Xardbov; -b'ev: AIJSb' ev, TUI6biev: -yin:
Malgvin, Rog6vin; -gin: Vildgin, Kuldgin; -gov: OdSgov,
Smardgov; -dze:Tabldze, Xarddze; -din: AktIndin, 6um3clin;
-dov: Zaxfdov, Siabdnclpv; Nef6d'ev, Uvddiev; -ifs:
Mo162in, Ragdzin, Xartizin: -zor: Abfzov,
Lob6zov; -kin: Ep6Jkir, lomdkini -ko (only in words of three
or more syllables, after vowels and j): Plevfko, gildJko;
-Ile: ErSklin, Sar4lin; -for (only after vowel'): Brusilov,
Rasnov; -Vey: Tanfll'ev, Util'ov; Galidmin, Ku16-
min; -1/101!: Paxdrnov, Ragfmov; -nin (only after vowels):
Es6n1n, Sattinini -nor (after vowels, except 0: Dod6nov,
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Orly'nov; -niev: Addn'ev, Tiiniev; -pin: Karepin, alJdpin;
-pot': Idpov, jegdpov; Kajdrin, Op.frrn; -rov (only
after vowels) : Ba4rov, Xab4rov; -r'ev:Alfdriev, Bazdriev;
-sin: Dobrdsin, Xvdsin; -ski) (-chi)); llagdrskIJ, Sperdn-
sk11;33 -soy: Vendenfsov, Kokdsov; Evdds'ev,
Mari .11'ev; -feu: Al'inetev, Se;enjiftev; -tin: Wx6tin, Raspd-
tin; -tor: Vaxttov, SperSntov; Ba IStiev, Sererndtiev;

Azdfov, Zardfov; -rev; Olsdfiev, Saddrev; -xin:
Gordjtixin, Me Idxin; Mdlicev, Uvcev; -cyn (-00:
Golfcyn, Kapdcin; Antidin, MJek&in; DZugag-
vfli, ej gvfli; Vo 16gin, Mikdgin.

B. In surnames with the following endings, ultimate stress
prevails.

1. Endings which begin with a vowel. -a j: Ab16j, SabsSj;
-ak (-Jak): BunSk, SCerbSk; -akov (- jakot); Butak6v, Xudja-
kdv (many exceptions); -or': Grabdri , Poetdr' ; -ujev (-aCot):
Pugadov, Rogaddv; -c /: Bagaldj, Starbdj; -ore: Durnovd,
Xitrov6; Blagdj, Tolstdj; -uk ( -Juh); Bagdk, Savddk;
-ukov (-Jukot): Brandukdv, Sertukdv; -no; Vurgdn, Liskign;

Cjodundv, Sandun6v; Pavlik, Rja4k; -yx (-14:
Cernj,x; -Jan (-Janc): tylikojb, gaurran.

Z. Endings which begin with a consonant. -gehrr: Adel' gdjm,
Oppengdjm; -lor:Me26v, rry26v; -zon: Levinzdn, Merz6n;
-kov(afterconsonants); 2ttk6v, Mandy (many exceptions);
-nin (after consonants) : Repnfn, Juxnfn; -nor ( after conso-
nants): Daxn6v, Ty2n6v (many exceptions) ; -rot. (after
consonants); Savr6v, Cuprdv; -son: Idol' sdn, Petersdn;
-coy: Zelenc6v, OdIncdv; -Bulyd6v, Semid6v; -you:
Kartag6v, Jakug6v; -Pam: Arongt5m, Mandeligt.im;
Berngtdln, Ron t6In.

C. In surnames with the following endings, antepenult stress
prevails.

I. Endings which begin with a vowel. -exor (when e is the
vowel in the preceding syllable): M4Iexov, Vrexov; -ciev
(when e is the vowel in the preceding syllable): Ihmegev,
Tdlegev; -ikov; Kdrgikov, Rdbikov (this Is especially true
in three syllable names in longer names, ultimate stress may
occur; Berezovikdv, Olixovlk6v); V6clixov, Sdlixov:

Krtiniev; -oboe (when o lc the vowel in
the preceding syllable) : B6robov, K6lotx)v; 06xolev,
Tdpolev; -nxot (when o is the vowel in the preceding syllable):
Ddroxov, g6Ioxov; -yecv; Kdstydev, SSrys!.ev; BSnty-
rev, aiygev.
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2. Endings which begin with a consonant. -jenko (after a
consonant) : Vr6n 6enko. SSve.f..enko; -s'oenleo:
TiMenko.

D. Certain endings are associated with two (or even three)
stresses rather than with one stress. These differing stresses
often occur in one name as variants. The chief endings of this
type are the following.

1. -ice and -rev after vowels occur with antepenult and ul-
timate stress (note, however, the ending -o/cv; see C. 1
above) . In some of the examples which follow one stress
usually prevails; in otherexamples, variants occur: Buzyrdv,
Gurney, DrSgildv, DtidoIev, Duraidv, gfgar3v, Idv, Zfrneldv,
K4tyrdv, Klimardv, K6sterev, Krfveldv, "Storni, Skdbelev,
Sk6eyrev, 86veldv, 86vyr6v, etc.
2. -no: occurs with various stresses. To be sure, ultimate
stress prawns after vowels. 136rezndv, Grindv, Dolgandv,
Zebundv, Lavrendv, Oindv, Tr 6n5v, Turg6nev, 1,6dendv,
Cindy.

3. -cnkof occurs with various stresses. Variants occur
quently: Annenkov, VolVnkdv, G566nk6v, Dru2enk6v, Er6en-
k6v, Zim4nk6v, etc. The stress may be fixed, however, to
one syllable, MIcia the name is felt by the informant to be de-
rived from a name in -cnko; the stresses wilt be the same in
both names: Atitenkov--Av6renko, David6nkov-Davldnko,
Ivandnkovivanenko, IvSnertkovlv,indeial.o, etc.

The above has indicated that most Russian surnames do fall into
a system, although many exceptions and individual pronunciations
exist. The listingof surname endings shows that most of them occur
with penult stress. in fact, most Russian surnames hove penult
stress, as shownby art examination of the surnames in th.: Diction-
(try.

Notes

1. The research repoitcd herein was performed pasuont to a contract with
the United States Office of Education, Department of Health, Education, and
Welfr.e. lhecmtract provided for the comMotion of a Diet iona,y of Ittes,fan
Personal Names roil), a Guide to Stress and Morphology. This study de-
scribes some of the material investigated and conclusions reached during the
compilation of the Dicffonery.

Many persons participated in this prefect. Special acknowledgment is
mode to Rrofessor Vladimir Markov of the Universityof California, Los Angeles,
who servedas consultantand informant during the cornpilltion of the DiC'104

y; to IsrofessocEdward Stanklewicz of the University of Chicago, who read
and commented on an earlier version of this paper; and, to Professor S. 1.

02cgov, Associate Director of the Russian Language institute cf the Soviet
Academy of Sciences, who commented era portions of this p]por during a
meeting with this writer in Moscow In May, 1963.
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In addition to Professor Markov, the following native informants residing
in the United States aided in the stressing of surnames used for this paper:
Nina Soudakoff, Zinaida Churl lin, Nadezhda Ievins, and Anatol Flaume. Six
native speakers of Russian residing in the Soviet Union also placed stresses
on surnames used for this study. All are highly literate. One is an under-
graduate studentatMosccv.v University. The other five are college graduates.
Their occupations are as follows: a member of the faculty of Moscow Uni-
versity; an editor of the Academy of Sciences Press; two graduate students
at Moscow University; a translator. Three of the informants worked in Mos-
cow under the direction of Professor Thomas E. Magner of the Pennsylvania
State University. The other three informants worked, also in Moscow, under
Professor Irwin Well of Brandeis University.

A large number of stressed surnames were obtained from the published
sources mentioned in footnotes 2 and 3 below.

A shorterversion of this paper was presented before the Slavic Linguistics
Group of the 1963 MLA meeting in Chicago.

Z. See Melvin E.Deatherage's mimeographed study (Oberammergau, 1962)
"Soviet Surnames: A Handbook, " p. il. Mr. Deatherage was kind enough
to permit direct citations from his study, which contains a great number of
stressed surnames and which was a valuable source of material for the Dic-
tionary and for this paper.

3. The majorSoviet reference works with stressed surnames used for this
study were the following: «Be:-.6::as ec:retel-tair oHL.,:x..:or.er.:is», 2nd ed.,
51 vols. M., 1949-1958) hereafter cited as noViala;c.:'3..laa COserc:cast

3rd ed., 10 vols. ( M., 1958 - 1960) cited hereafter as
,M1Ialafa; and }Cll. 4C.--oap5 yilapercl;'.» ( M., 1960).

4. ilfelaja, I, 24.

5. .1falaja, 1, 1124. For this rame, see also Valentin Kipersky, Der
Worts:acid der russtschen Schriftsprache (Heidelberg, 1962), pp. 264-265.
Notwithstanding Kiparsky's statemert, some Russians do admit or prefer the
stress B6lotov, and it can be considered to be-a permissible variant In con-
temporary Russian.

6. Afatoja, II, 67.

7. Bol'iaJe, XV, 469. Cf., however .1fahtfa, III, 791, which has Eg6rov
for the same person.

8. Bri'lrnpr, 1Y, PR.

9. Ibid , 438.

10. Ibid., )0IX, 79.

11. Ibid., X(X, 404.
12. See the title page of C

4th ed. i M, 1960).
13. Dol'iaja, XLVIII, 570.

14. This paper does not deal with surname stress in the Russian dialects.
Thedialect stress undoubtedly differs in many instances from t'rat of standard
Russian and may explain such individaally preferred stresses as Byk6v, Egor6v,
Sved6v, etc. Professor Vladimir Markov, for example, has told this writer
that in his native village his rame was pronounced Mark6v.

r)., ro z , pyccxero az131-.?..:a)4,

IA



52 Slavic and East turopeen Journal

15. XLV, 445.

16. The Large Soviet Encyclopedia shows that in several instances the
Ukrainian stress of names In -ko may differ from the Russian stress. Exam
p1 s: N. V. Lysenko, Ukrainian composer T. D. Lyedriko, Russian biolo-
gist; V. N. Sobk6, Ukrainian author - N. P. S6bko, Russian at historian.

17. See note 1. The method of selecting the surnames is described in
this writer's article The Compilation of a Dictionary of Russian Personal
Names, " scheduled for publication in Names, Xli, 1 ( March, 1964).

18. Alarge number of Old Russian names and nicknames which served as
roots for currently used Russian surnames now have no meaning whatsoever
for the native Russian. See V. Cemytev, "Les Fr6noms russe; formation at
vitalitd, " Revue des etudes slaves, kW (1934), 215.

19. Data on the stress of Russian nouns and adjectives is taken from the
ql'par,24a.r;:Ka pycc,:oro ( M., 1960) and P.A. PEnoxecoa

is C.;1. 0,.ers,«Fyccitoe .n;:repa-rypp.ce npo axo exr.e n yr.apai-rze»(tt,
1959)

20. See Mparsky, p. 87.
21. For the stress of Ivanov see P. B. PilHorpar.os,opycoxet 51,311-K»

(M., 1947), p. 196. For sokol, see Ktparsky, p. 164.
22. This statementcalls for a refinement of previously published conclu-

sions on the stress of surnames derived from masculine nouns. The existing
literature has indicated that such surnames have the stress on -or if the
source noun is stressed on the case end:rigs throughout its declension, re-
gardless of its number of syllables. See, for example: Vinogradov, 196;
Kiparsky, 264-265; 0. Davydoff and P. Paullat, Precis d'accentuation russe
(Paris, 1959), p. 44.

23. Kiparsky, pp. 70-80 and 90-92.
24. See, for example, Vinogradov, p. 196 and Davydoff, p. 44. On the

other hand, James Forsyth, A Practical Guide to Russian Stress (Edinburgh
and London, 1963), p. 112, describes the stress in such names accurately.

25. Cf. Xiparsky, p. 265, who states that surnames formed from nouns
In -d with constant end stress have the ending -fn, exceptions being 'ex-
tremely rare. "

26. Although all the Informants to this study gave only the stress Noatn.
the varilnt N6gin is attested to by Kiparsky. See op. cit., p. 265.

27. Professor Edward Stankiewicz ha s pointed out that .0,25 and firok had
a fixed accent at an older stage of Russian.

28. See also Deatherage, pp. 29-35,
29. This Is to be expected. Shevelov has shown that the Russian root

usually ends in a consonant preceded by a vowel. See George Shevelov,
The Structure of the Root In Modern Russian,' SEE', XV ( 1957), 106-108.

Since most Russian surnames end in -or or -is, their usual end structure Is
-VCVC.

30. Surnames in -skiff with penult stress often contrast with homographic
geographic termsthathaveantepenult(orante-antepenult) stress. Bylinsles

It
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Dictionary, for example, shows the surnames Aletcsandr6skij, Baba4vskij,
Boris6vskij, 2uk6vskij, Rakdvskij, Sobol6vskii, etc. and the geographical
terms AleksSnthovskij, 13,-1>levskij, Sortsovskij, Llkovskij, ftSkovskii, Sd-
bolevskij. This contrast is also pointed out by Forsyth, p. 113.

31. See also Forsyth, p. 112, who states that "...about sixty percent
of surnames in -ot and -et,. have stress on the penultimate syllable... "
No source for this figure is given.

Since most Russian surnames have three syllables, it can be said that
their stress gravitates toward middle position. A similar prevalence of mid-
dle stress in the general RUE sian vocabulary has s been noted in 13.A. HilKoHoB,
"I:ecro yncipeir:1,1 B pycc-:ov. 3131Q-;e " IJSI.P, VI (1963), 1-8.
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