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ARSTRACT

This inventory was dcvisel in order to measure how
children €eel ahout readina. 1t i< divided into four
secticns--Yecreational ®eading, Vork-Tyre Feadirg, learning to Pead,
and Social Values-~with a total of ?7 forced-choice tyve of
resnonses. Pecides itce ecase of admpinicetraticon and scoring hy thre
classroom teacher, it requires only 20 to ?0 minutes to adminicter,
Parcentile norms for are levels (€-5 throuah 11=-F) anAd for econoric
levels (lower, middle, and upvet income) were set up from samvleg
Aravwn from cormunities nationally renresenta*ive of qeneral
sccioeconemic levels, ™he total sanple consisted of 1,093, The table
of vercentile norre included in this stuly showed that the aage aroune
2~€¢ throuah ©9-11 Jdemcnstrated the greatest interest in realino and
the age 10-F throuah 11-% aroun, the least. Recause of the foy
chiliren zarrled at age €-F throuwsh 7-%, nn ccnclusione could be rade
at this level, Contrarv to expvectations, the nurms for tha three
sccioeconomic levels 414 nct vary significantlyv, The aeneral opinion
tha*t children from the lower socioeconoric lavele are less interecsted
in reading than chiliren who core from hioher levels was not upheld,
The Peading 2ttitudes Tnventory is incluied, (n¥)
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SARTAIN READING ATTITUDES 1IVENTORY
Thia recort concerne ihe Sertein Roading Atliitudesn Inventoery,

an inatrcend thisl hee boean devaeced D Deo Harey We Serteain Lo siiou

eD0 45451

bow childrein in prades =l T'ecl avoat roading.  The inventory bhos
four sections--Necrastionsl Feading, Word-ropos cecding, Lowrning to

Py

Reod | ond Racial Veluves, with e totsl off 37 reunonecs,  4Shesoe respusce
€10 0f & forced-cholce Lype, .20 the obild rust cebhoone oither /2 o

e Unn chedee Laplien on intercet in reading, the other choieco
Indtecien o aiffsrent type of interest. (Give erewple,)

The Ser tadin dending Attitndes Inventovy ic ardy edministoieas
Ly tlie tecslor,  Haeh ftem ie poad ortdly Lo U ehitldres, who then
yoavle thevir chodes en their ennvoe shicet.  otal sdmindsirulion time
je nowiuel (20-30 minvier ), nd acoring 3 & siknple wrocednve,

Cro &iudy hus sihiewn o hdpgh reliability for this instrument. JIn
160l, Edaverd Cenuan used the Sartain Reeling atiltudes Inventory es
enc weasurcnent device in ¢ study cencerning rimlti-bosed ve. single
basel ccading instrvcetion in gradd one, e cipuled e pelicbility
cool{ioiint fer tha dnventory of 7', which is satisfactlor!)y hiph.
Further infordation on voliwbility for prades 2-i is presently beling
rathoerert,

In 196668 novne for grades 2~ were sot up for tha Savtain

ending Attitudes Ynventory., A sampling was drawn fron Adllepheny,
2 [

0606

Westmoreland, Yashington, snd Beaver Countias wlieh took into &ccount
differeny commud ties proportional with three proneral sacjo-cconomt:
Jovele nutionally, In otlier words, 8 lotel crosa section was seletted

AR

Qo

< which clogely roesenmblod a nalticnhal cross section. The total sempl .
gﬂ elze waa 1093, In this az-ple, lower, midddle, and upper incone levels
E

l(j'."e eot-iigred, as vere vhite and non-white populsiion. AL the lower



ivecme lovel ($3099-05999) the renple dneluded 49O whites end 99

whiter, for a totel of GhE., AL the widdlo income level (£6000-70199)

there were 3063 whites mmd 26 non-uhiton, for a toiedl of 389, AL tho

upper incomz level (w7500-10,000 plue} wvere 153 whiiten end 3 ron-vhiten

fur o totel of 154,

Following edrinictration of the invontory in the ramwols of these

local corauniticy, perceuntile rorvmg vere sct up for age leveln, and

for the three soclo=-econowice levele. (Nofey Lo nerne Lable). L loolk

ot the epe norma roveals that ebildren fowerd the “micddle spos'

(8-6 throuzh 9-11) tand Lo scora highor, showing rore of an interent

Sn reeding.  This drops off at level 10-6 throuph 11-6, and thia lvel

£lso has morc low teores Lhan the othors, ©The surplo of c¢hildron ege

6-6 throush 7-6-is sm&lle, £o no rcal conclusion can be drewn rroqit.
Rosulia of this study shouwed that norss for tho threc soclo-

ceononic levols were not significently ¢iffereats  The veriation wes

cgo slipght that epplication or statistical tests was not felt to Le

neceseary., Thus it cen Lo concluded thut ehildron in Lhis nludy showed

no differsences in thedr ctiitundes toward reeding whether they vere from

femilies with high, middlo or low incone. ‘This mey scom contrary to

coimonly held opisiion Lhat lower socdo-~economic lovel children do

not valuec reading as highly ea children who are more ccondnically

wsdvantaged.
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PERCENTILE RANK NORMS =~ THE READING ATTITUDES [NVENTORY
Harry W. Sartaln and Allen Rubin

Falk School Research Office ' University of Plttshuroh (15213)
Percentile Ranks for Each Age Range
w 6yr 6mo 7yr 6mo  8yr Oro 8yr 6mo  9yr Omo 9yr 6mo  10yr Omo  10yr 6mo

& thru thru thru thru thru thru thru thru
R 1yr Smo Zyr ilmo 8Byr 5mo 8yr limo 9yr 5mo 9yr timo 10yr Smo llyr Smo
37 99 929 99 99

36 99 99 98 98

35 99 99 98 97 97 97

34 99 97 96 95 95 95 99
33 96 95 92 92 90 89 94
32 92 91 89 87 88 85 82 89
31 81 86 82 82 82 81 75 &4
30 73 81 73 78 75 75 69 78
29 65 76 1] 73 66 é8 6) 68
28 sh 66 58 64 57 60 52 57
27 k6 55 51 52 48 50 4o 48
26 46 hé L3 42 39 h2 32 Ls
25 Uk 39 35 34 32 35 26 kY
24 b6 k3 28 28 26 29 21 35
23 M2 24 21 23 21 21 17 N
22 138 16 16 17 16 17 1L} 23
21 35 13 12 12 " 13 1" 16
20 19 n 9 8 8 n 10 th
19 8 9 7 6 7 9 8 13
18 8 7 4 & 6 7 5 10
12 8 é 2 3 & 5 3 7
16 8 3 | 2 3 b 2 S
15 8 | ' i \ b | &
1h 8 3 \ 1 4 1 3
13 8 ) ] ! ) 1 3
12 b | 1 | 2
1" 0 | 1 1 2
in ) ) | 1
9 0 0 0 i
3 !
N 13 180 158 191 160 175 162 96 1093

liorms are based on & sample taken In 1969 of 965 white and 128 non-white children

in the Pennsylvania countlies of Alleahary, Vestmoreland, tashinaton, and Beaver,

O 0ls were randomly selected from three ceneral economic levels to approxirate
-RIC #conomle structure of the U.S. according to Census Bureau data for 1040,

A ruiToxt provided by ER




THE READIHG ATTITUDES 4NVENTORY
Harry W. Sartain

This inventory may be used with Grades 2, 3, or 4 to assess the deqree of
likirg children have for reading. It Includes Items Trelsted to recreational
reading, work-type reading, learning to read, and social values of reading.
Although scores for separate sections may not be hlaghly slonificant, the
teacher can obtaln some clues about the attitudes of certaln chlldren by
noting wide discrepancles between responses on these sections. The inventory
has been shown to be rellable :hen properly administered.

The time required for adrministration Is betwean 20 and 30 minutes. A
whole class can take It at one time 1f they are attentive and fully co-operatlve.
A special response sheet |s required.

DIRECTIONS FOR ADMINISTERING THE RAl

Make sura that each child has two sharp pencils on his desk. Distribute
the response sheets and ask each child to enter his flrst and last nam. s, hls
ags, and his blirth date.

Glve the directions exactly as printed below with the exceotions that
questions may be answered during the Introduction, additional comments may be
made when somebody obviously does not understand the procedure, and an |tem
may be read a third time If a child did not hear. Glve the directions with
soms enthusiasm In order to obtaln wholehearted co-operation.

neseascsanrns erccacasrnscaacanssn mescansevann PamvecantoanREettant s Rns s essonee cesae

"Everybody enjoys doing some things but not others. Today we want to
find out what things you llke to do. This {s not a test. It Is a sheet on
which you are going to mark what you Ilke to 40 when | read the different
cholces. You wlll not be graded on your answers. Ve only want to know how
you feel about these things."

“"For each number on your paper | shall read two sentences. One will be
callied 'A' and the other will be called 'B'. You will show which sentence
tells what you like by clrcling the 'A' or the 'A' after the number on your
sheet. | shall read sach pair of seatences twice, vhille you declde which
letter to clrcle."

(Vrite "Fxample 1, A 8" [n manuscript on the chalkdoard and point to it.)

“Now find 'Example 1.' near the top of your sheet and put your finger
under 1t. Listen carefully while | read the two sentences that oo with that
number." (Read each sentence In a pale with exactly eoual Intonation, so
that your volce does not suggest any praference whatsoever.)

“"A, | Vike lce cream. B, [lce cream makes me unhappy.'

Y1000 read Example 1. again; Visten carefully.' (Raread 1t repeating
the letter designations, also.)

"Which letter will You circle If 11ke lce cream?" (Response.)
''Yes, will clecle 'AY If you llke lco cream. IFf you do not Jlke lce cream,
which tetter will you clircle?' (Response.) 'es, '8'. (Move around the room
o~hlle talking to make sure each child follows directions.)




.2-
""Now, lets do Example 2 together. Do your own thinking; don't pay
any attention to what other people 1lke.  Put your finger under Example 2.
Listen:
“"A, | Vlke to clean my desk better than tu read a comic book."
"8, 1| llke to read a comlc book better than to clean my desk."

"1 read Example 2 agaln." (Do so.) 'Now clircle 'A' or '8' to tell
which you llke to do better.'

'""If you prefer to clean your desk, which letter did you clrcle?" (Response)

"If you prefer to read a comlc book, which did you circle?" (Response)
"How we shall begin with the numbers below the 1ine and continue down the

page. Ve will not talk at all, but keep our answers secret. Put your finger
under Number | and llsten while | read the two sentences twice. Than circle
elther 'A' or '8' to show which you llke.'

A, 1'd rather read than play outdoors {n winter."

"8, | Vike to play outside In winter better than to read.'

“Number V. again: A. 1'd rather read than play outdoors in winger."

"g, | Vlke to play outside In winter better than to read."

"Clrcle 'A' or 'B' to show which you like." (Pause only a momant.)

"Now put your finger under lumber 2.

(Continue In the same manner as abova. Do not mention sectlon titles such

as ‘Work-Type Reading."' After every 8 or 10 Items praise the children for
belng cood !lsteners and workers.)




ATTITUDFE TOVIARD READI'G
(Pra‘aranca Inventory)

Harry W. Sartain

1. RECREATIONAL READING

1. A. 1'd rather read than play outdoors In winter.
B. | llke to play outside in winter batter than to read.

2. A. | almost never read llbrary books.
B. 1 sometimes do read tibrary books.

3. A. | do not read books from the classroom table or shelf every day.
B. 1 read somathing from the classroom book tahle or shelf almost avery day.

h, A. | Vike to have somebody buy me an tntoresting new book.
8. 1 llke a new ca:d game llke '""01d Nald' batter than a book.

5. A. 1 take a 1lLrary book homa almost every week.
B. | tale a llbrary book home about once s month.

6. A. | like te draw plctures better than to read stories.
B. 1 llke to read storles better than to draw olctures.

7. A. It Is more fun to read a story about cowboys than to see 8 cowboy story.
on television.
B. | llke to see cowboys on televislion better than to read about them.

8. A. 1 e3specially Vlke to watch clrcus animals on television.
B. | sspacially ke to read a 0ood book contalninn storles and plctures
about clrcus onimals,

9. A. Soms of the storles which | read are very funny.
B. ) hardly ever find anything funny In the storles that ! read.

10, A. Poems are never fun to read.
8. Poems are fun to read If they are fairly short.

tl. & 3men | look at Vihrarv books, | usually look at only the pictures.
8. 1 look at the olcturas and read the stories in lbrary books.

t2. A, HMcat of the children In books do not do very Interestina thinas,
B. | sometimes try to do some of the thinas that other children have
done In the stortes | read.

13. A, 1 1lxe to nentend that | 1~ on~ of the oranle tn th storias that |
rnad, X
8. The children 1n storles usually do not do the thinas that real
¢hildren do.

Now 0ok for Mumber 14 at the ton of the midile column,




14,

15,

LI

17.

18.

19,

20.

22,

AR

2k,

25.

2h.

w Qe

A. | sometimes put off doing somethinq that | should do because | want
to finish reading a story.
R, | don't read when there s something else to do.

I, YOPK-TVPE PFADIMA

A. It's fun to read silently In my schnol books.

. 1| do not llke to read in my school books.

A, | Vlke to vork with a qroup or a commlttee which Is flndina Information
to alve In a report to the class.

£, | 1lke to make thinns to show to the class batter than to flnd infor-

mation In books.

A. | usually read exactly what the teacher tells me to read.
8. | often find extra books or stories to read about something which
Interests me.

A. | sometimes read to find the answers to cuestions that someone has
asked me.
6, 1'd rather ask somebody else to answer the questlons.

A. tt's fun to look up nev words in the dictionary, & plcture dictionary,
or a word Vlst,
B. Plcture dictionarles and other dictionarles are too hard to use.

A. Vhen ! want to make something, |'d rather ask somebody how than tey
to read a 1lst of directions.
B. | like to read to find out howw to do thinas or make thinas.

11V LEARHING TO READ

A, | Vlke to find new words In the storlas that {'m readino.
R, It makes ma unhappy to find new words vhen |'m readinen,

A, | usually try to “'floure out'" the new words that | find.
R, | ask the teacher for halp as soon 8s | find a new vord,

A. It's fun to read out loud to the class In school.
8. | hate to road out toud to the class,

A. 1 almost always need help vhen | find a nev word In readino.
8. 1 can usually flqure out the new vords that | find.

l'ow look for "umiar 206 et the teop of the last column,

A. | somatimes find that parts of the new words are like old words which
! already know.
R, UVew words look entlrely stranae to me.

A, | don't Vike rhymina words.
£, 1t's easy to flgure out & new word vhen | see that it rhymes vith one
1 already knowe,
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28. A. | like to find vords that start wlth the same sounds llke "plus'' and
1] 1]
plush,
B. (t's too hard to hear the heqgin ninn sounds of words.

29, A. | can read btetter now than | could a month ago.
8. | can read about as well as | could a month ago.

30. A. | think that we spend too much time reading In school.
8. 1'd like to spend more time reading in school.

tV. SCCIAL VALUES

31. A. Yhen | qrow up | expect to find a Job In vhich | shall not have to do
much reading.
R. | think that )} can have a better Job vhen | orova up tIf | am a qood

reader,

2. A, ‘hen | am old enough to vote, 1'11 be able to vote more wisely If |
am & qood reader.
8. 1'11 vote for the people that my friends say they llke.

33. A. | don't \lke peopte who read many hooks.
B. My friends will llke me bettar 1f | read some of the same things that
they read.

34, A.. | can find out what Is happenlng in tho world by reading newspapers
or magazines.

B. | can get enough of the news from radlo or television.

35. A, | llke to read out loud to the family.
8. | almost never read out loud at home.

3%, A. | like very much to tell the class some of the storlies that | have
read.
8. 1'd rather tell the class about something new that |'ve been alven
than about a story that |'ve read.

37. A. 1 like to walt until | can see people better than to recelve letters
from them,
B. ) Vlke to recelve and read letters.

(tollect the papers as soon 8s 'o. 37 has been comoleted and thank the
pupils for thelr helpfulness.}




RESPONSE SHEET FOR SARTAIN RAI Scare

PR
Name
Aqe 8lrth Date

Example 1. A B Exemple 2, A B

1. A 8 14, A 8 26, A 8
2, A 8 15, A B 27. A B
3. A 8 16. A 8 28, A B
4, A ] 7. A 6 29. A B
5. A B 18, A B 30. A B
6. A B 19. A 8 3. A B
7. A 8 20. A 8 32, A 8
8. A B 2). A 8 1. A 8
e, A B 22. A 6 34, A 8
10, A 8 23. A 6 35. A 8
n. A B 2. A 8 36. A 3
12, A B 25. A 8 37. A 8
13. A 8




