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INTRODUCTION

What happens when schoolboys of the black and white race work to=
gether on a new group task in an integrated setting? Do we produce the
desirable "equal status" relationship that will reduce the prejudice of
the whites and increase the sense of confidence of the blacks: These are
questions with obvious significance for education today, because of the
wide debate over school integration and tho attempt to plan significant
multicultural experiences. It is often assumed that one has only_to bring
the chil&ren togaether inside the same building for the development of
balanced relations between the races. At most, it is often felt that it
vill be necessary to guard against the experience of overt hostility which
is clearly felt to make things worse rather than better.

It 18 our contention that "equal stetus' interaction does not
automatically develop when white and black children work together on a
task., Both past small group experiementation and the work on status
characteristic theory would lead one to expect that the relations between
the races would show imbalance in the same direction as in the outor soci-
ety. We have called this phencmenon, ''interracial interaction disability."

This study attempts to describe the phenomenon of interaction dise
ability as a relatively simple but goneral component of many complex social
situations such as school integration, that is interracial interaction
disability? Put as siwmply as possible, when whites and blacks work together
on a cognitive task which is new to the participants but is regorded as
fwporteant, both races are likely to be handteoppod by builtein expectations

ole
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for superior performance and greater participation on:the part of the whites

as compared to the blacks, Hven with no prior knowledge of the capabilities

-of the individuals involved, there is a diffusion from the most general soci-
etal principle of superior-inferior relationships of blacks and whites, What
makes the problem such a difficult one to attack is the self-fulfilling nature
of the interaction process: the white expects the black to participate on a
lower level in quality and quantity; the black accepts the white's evaluations
of him as less capable and therecfore fulfills these very expectations of inferi-
ority~-thus proving to himself and to the whites that he cannot participate in
a cognitive iask on a truly equal status basis,

We will describe the phenomenon as an instance of the operoticn of dif-
fuse status characteristics in a group of boys who have no way to judge each
other's competence except by race and the evaluations *hey make of each other
during the course of the task, Nineteen 4-men groups of junior high school
boys play a pame of strategy which requires that the group make decisions as
to which path on a game board they.should take. The groups of boys are sys-
tematically observe&. using a four category observation scheme based on the
theory.

Once we have described the nature of the problem, we will be able to
proceed to an experimental manipulation in our next study aimed at the pro-
duction in a laboratory of more nearly “equal status" conditions. The results
of this first study provide a baseline situation, with vhich we will be able
to gavge the changes produced by treatments,

In two studies conducted at a northern university, Xats, Benjsain and
Goldston found that black students displayed marked socfal inhibition and
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subordination to white partnefa in a cooperative problem-solving aituation;
Black subjects made fewer proposals than did whites and spoke more to white
prépbrtionately than to one another. Even when the subjects were matched on
intelligence and made to display equal ability on certain group tasks, blacks
ranked whites higher on intellectual perfbrmance, preferred one‘auother as
future work companions and expressed less satisfaction with the group experi-
ence than did vhites (Katz & Benjamin, 1960; Katz, Goldston & Benjamin. 1958) .

Preston and Bayton (1941) found that when students at a black college
were fold that their own scores on intéllectual tasks were the same as the
av&rage scores of.white students, they tended to set cheir goal Ievéisilggg;
on the next few trials than they did when told that their scores equaiied |
those of ofher blacks. Other studies'ﬁighlight the finding that blacks can
behave in an entirely different fashion when faced with a white frame of
reference as compared to a black frame of reference (Hﬁtton,‘1965; Kate, Epps
and Axelson, 1964; Xatz, Robert & ﬁébinson, 1965) .

We have chosen to conceptualize the phenomenon in terms of status
characteristic theory now being developed by Cohen, Bergex and Zelditch
(Berger, 5., Cohen, B. P. and Zelditch, M., 1966). Status charicferiatlc
theofy explains the way in which prior status factorsrdatermine thc'emergent
power-ﬁreattse order in a task oriented group. To put Eﬁeir ideas as
briefly as posaible, race ies seen as‘a diffuce atatuaﬁcﬁaracthistié for
the following rcasons: (1) There are different state;-of the status
chnrcetcrlntic (black and uhito), and associated uith theca states ta a
oyotcn of batiofc favolving valuod end disvalued charnetcriltica (for
example, the black is associated with many disvalusd characteristics such
as lasiness and rowdiness) (Johnion. 1944) ., (2) A atate of a ¢iffuse status

characteristic also involvas expectations or baliefs about how well actors
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of a given state will perform in a wide range of situations. Associated
with the black race is the general expectation in our society that he will
do less well in a wide variety nf valued tasks.

Given the presence of a high and low value of a diffuse status
characteristic combined with certain task conditions, the power and pres-
tige order developing in the group should show the same ordering as the values
of the diffuse status characteristic, Scope conditions include a task with
differing outcomes, having differing evaluations. The task must also require
the actors to take into account each other's behavior and must be sufficiently
ego-involving so that the participants are committed to successful completion,
There must also be some element of compatience involved in the task which is
perceived as instrumental for a successful outcome, There must be no other
basis for discriminating between the participants other than this diffuse
status characteristic. Lastly, the competence involved must not have been
praviously specifically associated with or dis-assocfated from the diffuse
status characteristic (Berger, Cohen, Conner & 2elditch, 1966, p, 47).

Under these conditions the theory predicts that the power end prestige
order of the group will be affected by the diffusion process, e are-
directed to look at three dimensions of the group interaction; action )
opportunities, performance outputs and unit evaluatfon. 7The distribution
of all of these dimensions taken together &s called the ''observable powere
prestige order" (Berger, Cohen & Zelditch, 1966, p. 40). He can expect to
find a high intercorrelation between the components of this order, Furthere
more, these indices of interaction should correlate with measures of actual
influence ovar the final group decision. Coees?

Three major predictions may be derived for our groups from this theory,
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KYPOTHESES
In a fouv-man problem-solving group made up of two white and two
black male junior high school students:

1, We will find white subjects will have a higher rate of inter=
action than black subjects who are working on a group task,

2, We will find white subjects having more in.luence over decisions
made by the group than black subjects.

3. The indices of interaction and influence over the group

decisions should be positively related.

PROCEDURE
Ihe Group Task
The subjects were required to work as a team on an expérimental
game developed expreagly for this study. This game, called "Kill the Bull,"
requires the group to make fourxteen decisivns as to which way they will
proceed on a game board, After having dacidad on divection for each turn,

a die is rolled by the ﬁxperimenter, and the group score is affected by the
addition or subtraction of score points on the square the playing piece lands.
The score is cumulative; the subjects are informed of the higheat

score that a group has ever earned (a fictional number). The subjects are
instructed that this is not only a gane where luck is involved, that it
requites strategy. If the group chooses certain paths, they will be 1likely
to run up & higher score but will risk naver reaching the goal and theredby
10se all. The "hot paths" on the game board have a higher probability of
reaching the goal, but the possible points to be esrned are low. The subjects
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are informed of these poséibilities. After the subjects reach a decie
sion, they place the playing piece in a manner so as to signal the
Experimenter thelr decision. The goal of the game '"Rill the Bull"
must be accomplished within 14 turns or all points are forfeited.
Subjects played two rounds of the game.

The instructions are given by a combination of media including a
tape recorded voice, a Host Experimenter who reinforces andtdemonstrates
each point, and a large poster with the major rules. Dﬁring the pretest
phase, these steps were found to be nécessary for the boys to show a good
undertanding of the rules as measured by a quiz we usedzat that development
phase. Because our subjects were quite overaweﬁ by being brought to the
University, we used an undergraduate Host Bxperimenter who dressed in casual
clethes and did not appear to use a script. hevertheless, his lines were
carefully memorized and each gestura of explangtion used was standardized,
While the game was being played, he stayed very much {n the background, so
as to avold reinforcing any particular participant.

The game {s thoroughly ego-involving and}rcrely fails to pzovoke
lively discussion and disagreement between participants. Thay will some-
times go on at length discussing the relative merits of one mesber's
suggested path vs, a rival suggestion. Although thay will rarely run down
saother menber's decision, overtly, they use the technique of making a counter

suggestion that fe quite incompatible with a strategy they find unacceptadls,

§o;oc;!on of Subjests

The design of the study called for boys vho did not know each other
previocusly, so that they would have no priorx grounds for assigning competence,
They aleo had to be indistinguishable from each other on any status grounds
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except race, because we only wanted to vary the racial status characteristic
and not & social clasg characteristic., Observed dlffefences might then be
attributed to social class. We did not want some highly verbal middle class
youngster vho usaed words like "probability" in connection with the game to be
combined with a boy from a poor uneducated background. Therefore, subjects
were matched on an index baseé on a measure of parental education, occupa=
tion, and two attitude scales measuring level of aspiration.and adjustment

to school., K |

The attitude scales were developed by Wallin & Waldo in their stvdy

- of junior high school students (Wallin & Waldo, 1964). Subjects wers glven

a JHigh" rating if they were high on any three of the following four factors:
a. Level of Aspiration Scale Score
b. School Aljustment Score

c. parent education (1f father had four years of college .or uore‘
and mother had some years of college)

d. father's (or mother if. father is absent) occupation--a white.
collar occupation meant: a "high rating."

Subjects were given a "Low" rating {f they were low on three of theas. same

four factors. A "Low" value of parental education was considered as less than

. 4 high school education. A "Low' level of occupation was defined as une

skilled labor. .All other cases were called '"Middle."

The rationale for combining socio-economic indices with attitudinal
and aspirational indices was our interest in predicting the behavior of a
child vho was likely to appear .especially academically-orianted and college=
bound . Hlth the cowbined use of these indices, an unusually bright child
who wus very upward aobile from a poor uneducated background would fall in
our '"Middle" rather than our “Low" category. ' Children who were upward mobile
from working class background whera the parents were high school graduates

might fall into our "Righ" group.
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All subjects answered these economic and attitudinal questions
during the recruitment process. Some subjects were recruited through
junior high school counseling offices. Other subjects were recruited
directly in their homes through the use of college students who called on
homes in white and black working class areas. The recruiters working in
black areas were themselves black. Subjects were offered $1.50 an hour
for participation in the study which was described as a study being con-
ducted by the School of Education. They were told that they would be asked
to play a game with three'other boys whom they did not know. If they were
interested and their parents consented, they filled out the questionnaire;
Transportation to the University was provided.

Ou the basis of the questionnaires, which wera only administered
to seventh and eighth grade boys, two black and two white subjects, of

approximately the same height ani with the same status rating were se’ected.

Seating Position

The subjects were seated around two sides of a triangular table so
as to factlitate the use of a TV camera in front of the game board filming
the faces of all four participants as they talked. The seating positions
were standardized by means of a marked cloth placed under €he table and chairs,
Subjects were assigned to chairs by a shuf{fled pack of cards with the four
nugbers on them, Because some seating positions did not offer quite am
convenient access to the playing board as others, after the first round of the
game, seating positions were reassigned on tte basis of one of four tearrange~
ments vhich insured that no person would be in a relatively inconvenient seat
twice, Ome of the four rearrangement patterns is selected by having a aubs

ject choose a card from a shuffled deck of four cards.




The Scoring System

The grxoups were recorded on videotapes which were then scored in
terms of observation categories based on status characteristic theory. Both
black and white observers were trained on the following observation categories:

1, Performance Qutput (a speech relevant to the task, such as,
Mle would get more poilnts going down this vay,'")

2, Action Opportunity (some action requiring response from another
person such as '"Which way do you think 1s best?')

3. Negative Evaluation (disagreement, giving a counter suggestion
that is incompatible with the suggestion just offered, or
lowaering anothe: person's status);

4, Positive Evaluation (agreement, praising, building up another's
status).

A speech 1s any number of sentences given by a subject which is not inter=
rupted by another person's speech or which is not changed into another
classifiable category. The observer records wvho makes a speech, what kind
of a speech it is (which of the four categories) and who is the recipient
of the speech, A record is kept of the color and seating position of each
of the subjects. |

This scoring system is rulated to that used by Bales, They are
actually "lumped" Bales'-cztegories. They are different in that the unit
of scoring is an uninterrupted speech rather than a single chought. Also,
although the categories are mutually exclusive, they are not exhauétive.

An additional measure of influence is taken from the videotape records.
This consists in recording how many unique sugzestions as to paths on the |
game board each member contributes. Some suggestions which are foered
non-verbally are picked up by this method which are not scorable by the
previous method., A second infiuence measure regords the member whose sug-

gestions actually become the group decision on each turn. This is judged

]
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from vhich way the playing piece is finally put down on the board before the

Host Experimenter is signalled,

Reliability of the Scoring System

For each of the 19 groups run, there were four observers, two black and
two white, The variation in race of obgerver was included to check on the
possibility of bias in scoring due to the race of the observer. There was
no systematic pattern of disagreements according to the race of observer,

Two measures of reliability were taken: a chi-square test for the
significance of the differences b;tween obgervers and a coefficient of cone
cordance between observers. Using a chi square test, if there are no significant
differences between observers, there is a greater degree of reliability than
if there are siﬁnificant differences, It 1s easier to reach a ,05 level of
significance if four observers areoanalyzed at once than if two observers are
compared. Chi square tests were run comparing the two white observers, com-
paring the two black observers and comparing all four observers at once.

Table 1 gives the number of chi square values that were at the ,05
level of significance or less for nineteen groups. Reliability of the num-
ber of acts initiated by each actor is examined as well as reliability in
assignment of a particular type of act to a given actor, Thirdly, reliability
of the identification of the recipients of acts is computed, With the use of
this statistic, the table shows that reliability of acts initiated was
excellent. The rgliability of recipients and type of act was only fair with
the chi square value reaching a .05 level of significance for most groups
as goon as four obaervefe were examined at onée. . It should be pointéd out,

_however, that considering the difficulties paéﬁ éﬁudies have repdrted‘in

achieving good feliﬁbiiity for recipients of acts, the freﬁuency with which
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two observers showed a high level of agreement indicates that this scoring

scheme has a better than typical reliability,

Table 1

Outcome of Chi Square Significance Tests for Reliabllity for
Three Dimensions of Interaction: By Race of Qbserver

Initiated Acts Type of Act ) Recipient
of Act
4 2 Bl. 2 yh. 4 2 Bl. 2 Wh. 4 2.8l. 2 Wh.
Obs. Obs. Obs. Obs. Obs., Obs, Obs, Obs, Obs,

(N¥=19) (N=19) (N=19) (N=19) (N=19) (N=19) (N=19) (N=19) (N=19)
No. of Groups y
whers Chi=
Squa:e was Non~
Significant

18 18 19 6 16 16 7 14 iS
Using the coefficient of concordance as a measure of reliability among all
four observers, 1l out of 19 grsups show a coefficient of .80 or higher on "Type
of Act'" (mean value = ,77) while 12 out of 19 groups show coefficients this high
on "Recipient of Act" (mean value = ,75), With this alternative statistic, there
is a more favorable picture of the reliability of "Type of Act" and "Recipient of
Act" than with the chi square criterion, Nevertheless, a conservative view of
the reliability problem suggests that much more weight.be put on indices deal-
ing with number of acts initiated thaukanalyses involving the other two dimen=-
sions,
Having considered this picture on unreliability very conservatively, we e E
decided to aeiect one or two "best" observers from each gr0up.. Meeo values -
for all observers were computed on Act3 Initiated PerformancelOUtputs, Action _ ‘f{%

Opportunities, Positive Evaluations Negative Pvaluations, and Total Acts - -

__:; Received. We then computed the summ°d mean differenct for each observet from o




the group mean on each category. The two observers with the smallest difference
from the groypmean were then chosen; and their observations were averaged for
the final data analysis. If there was only one observer who was clearly

closer to the mean than any one else, his scores werz selected for the final
analysis.

The reliability for reciplent is a classic problem in small group
observation. The difficulty of telling to whom a remark is addressed is so
great that reliability on this dimension is often not even computed. We had
the advantage of videot:pe records, which could be played several times;
and it 1is to this we attribute our modest success in this area.

In choosing dimensions for analysis we consistently remain with the
dinensions where our level of reliability is very high, such as the number
of scts initiated and the rank on initiation, The reader should keep in
mind the degree of reliability achieved for the different type of dimensions

1
being examined,

Relation between the Interaction Dimensions

We need to gain some confidence in the numbers we have assigned
to the actions of the subjects. Even though the assignment of initiators and
reclplients can be done reliably, we have no idea what a higher or a lower
number of as#igned acts means. This is especially important to determine
since we have departed from the conventional practice of interaction scoring
by calling a speech, even though it is six sentences long "1 act” as well

as a single word speech. We can gain some construct validity by examining

1
The author is indebted to Mr. Frank Satterwhite Eor the basic work
on reliability in this project.
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the relationship between rank on one of our categories and rank on another

for the same individual. There are certain theoretical ideas about the inter-
relationship of the dimensions of interaction implicit in status characteristic
theory. If the various quantities we have assigned with our particular
operational definitions show the predicted relationship, we will gain some
confidence that the ordering of the numbers of the various categories have

the proper theoretical relationship to each other,

The dimensions of interaction are theoretically.supposed te be highly
related to one another. Firstly, the more a person gives out acts, the more
acts he is supposed to receive, Secondly, the more a person performs on the
task, the more evaluation, both positive and negative, he should receive.
Lastly, 1f a person is given more action opportunities, he shculd give out
with more Performance Qutputs, Tablé 2 shows the degree of assoclation, as
meaéured by the h test, of rank on one of these dimgnsions with rank on

another category.

Table 2

Relationship between an Actor's Rank
on Different Interaction Categories

' h value
Rank on Acts Initiated vs. Rank on Acts Received 85
Rank on Performance Output Initiated vs. Rank on Negative Evaluation Received 46
Rank on Performance Output Initiated vs. Rank on Action Opportunities Received .54
Rank on Performance Output Initiated vs, Rank on Positive Evaluation Received 62

The level of association appears quite high, so that we can now assume that

our measuring system hangs together in a meaningful way.

2The h tééf-is a measure of association between rank orderings, Its
values range from -1.00 to --1.00, Wallis, W, A, & Roberts, H., V. Statistics:
A New Approach, Free Press, Glencoe, Illinois, 1956, p. 283. S

C T
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RESULTS

Initiation

It is consistently more meaningful in the analysis of these data
to use the group as tﬁe unit, rather than the individual., The performance
of one individual is closely related to vhe actions and reactions of other
members of his group., The siwmplest way, then, to test our prediction on
the relationship of the status ovdering in our groups to the status
characteristic of race is to look at the rank order on initiation rate by

race #n the ni{neteen groups run for this study. Table 3 shows this relation-

ship.
Table 3
Relationship of Rank Order on Initiation to
Race of Actor in Nineteen Groups
Rank No. of Groups Where No, of Groups Where
‘ S with this rank is Black § with this rank is White

High Rank 5 14

Second Rank 6 13

Third Rank 14 5

Low Rank 13 6

The results on initiation rate bear out the first prediction and show a
clear-cut relation between rank order on initiation rate and race; whites
were much more likely to be high ranking initiators and blacks were much
more likely to be low rank initiators, The fact that there are quite a few
black éubjects who are very quiet both rélatively and absolutely during the
game greatly affects #11 the results we will preéeﬁt, Aléo iﬁpbrfcnc are

the five groups where the black subject was high rank initiator.
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The data across individuals are also informative (See Table 4), The
mean difference in acts initiated of the four types of acts and the difference
in total acts given and received, although not large, is in the predicted
direction for each comparicon between racial groups. The one exception is

the mean difference in acts received which is quite large.

Table 4

Mean Number of Acts Initiated by Race of Actor

Type of Act Mean for Black Subjects Mean for White Subjects
Total Acts 35.7 48.8
Performance Output 14.9 21.7
Action Opportunities 6.2 8.7
Positive Evaluations 1.4 2.8
Negative Evaluations 5.6 : 9.5
Received Acts 25,0 38,7

N = 38 for both black and white

’

Figure 1 illustrates the degree of overlap of the distribution of
the initiation rates of white and black subjects; in the middle range many
individuals of the two races show the same initfation rates. What is
noticeable is the racial difference among the extreme scores: the very
low scorers tend to be black; the very high scorers tend to be white, Also
noticeable are the peaks of the distributions, with the peak jor the dis-
tribution of black subjects falling in a lower initiation rate interval than
the peak for white éubjects. ‘ ‘ _ |
The importance of what kind of group the 1ndividua1‘éct§ in‘ia.shown |

by the following analysis, where the mean number of acts initiated is agiiq  
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compared for whites and blacks, but the rate of interaction for the group
as a whole 1s controlled. Here, the mean differences between races are very
sharp for groups with a high or a low level of interaction. It is in the

middle range groups that the mean difference disappears.

Table 5

Mean Acts Initiated for Blacks and Whites:
Holding Interaction of the Group Constant

Mean Acts Initiated

Level of Group Black Subjects White Subjects

Interaction
*High 40 (N = 8) 80 (N = 8)
Medium 39.3 (N = 20) 39.6 (N = 20)
Low 17.8 (N = 10) 3.7 (N = 10)

*High = over 200 acts; Medium = 140-199; Low = 80-139% acts initiated,

Influence

The theory of status characteristics predicts that power and
prestige should be highly correlated with influence over the £inal group
decision, Becauss. we could study the video-tapes at leisure, wea were able
to develop a behavioral measure of influence which was not the same as
initiation rate. The instructions to the group requested that they arrive
at a decision as to the way they wished to proceed on the game board; they
were to place the pointer in the direction they wanted to go. Each group
ma’a a range of 12~18 separate suggestions. .Some pérticipants made verbal
suggestions, some non-verbal, but only one man was the initiator of the
" suggestion which was finally accepted by the group., Sometimes ﬁhe other

members accepted an actor's suggestion by passive acquiescence and sometimes
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there was heated argument. This measure, unlike initiation rate, counted non-
verbal suggestions and cues of acquiescence,

The tables presented come from two basic types of data:

1. Who made a unique suggestion to follow a particular path;

2, Whose path was eventually followed for each group decision,

In cases where two players spoke favorably about the same path, the player
first mentioning the path was credited with the suggestion,

A unique suggestion could be either a verbal statement or a phyaical
gesture In which the individual indicates a clear preference for a specific
path at that moment. A second suggestion from Subject 2 which incorporates
the same direction mentfoned by Subject 1 was not scored as '"unique" unless °
Subject 2's suggestion added a unique direction to Subject 1l's suggestion,

Table 6 presents the number of unique suggestions made by whites and
blacks, r;nked by their suggestion rate., Whites, on the whole, made more
suggestions than blacks, but the first-ranking black made many more suggestions

than the second~-ranking white, on the average.

Table 6

Frequencies and Means of Unique Suggestions and Successful Influence
Attempts for High Ranking and Low Ranking Suggestion-Maker: By Race

Rank in Race Unique Suggestions Successful Influence Attempts
No, Unique

Suggestions - . -
Made N X% N X
1 Black 179 5.3 133 3.9
.1 White 235 6.9 224 6.6

. . [}
2 Black 91 2.5 ‘ 33 1.0
2 White = 130 3.8 2 84 2,3

*Yith two rounds in each game for each of 17 groups on ﬁhich wé céﬁld take
thie measure, there are 34 games on which this average is baged.
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Also presented in Table 6 is a measure deté:mining vwho made the suggestion
which was eventually followed by the group. The first player to suggest a
path was credited with influencing the group regardless of how much or how
little talking he did. The number of instances in which more than one person
spoke for a suggested path was very few, The pattern of results on the
"Successful Influence Attempts" measure is the same as that for '"Unique
Suggestions," Whites have more total suggestions accepted than blacks, but
the frequencies and averages show that the first ranking black has a higher
rate of success than the second-raﬂkigg white. Another important feature of
this table is the mean difference betwgpg the first fank blacks and the first
rank whites. This gap 1is noticably wideé fbr Yguddessful Influence Attempts"
than it i{s for "Unique Suggestions.,"

Table 7 shows the r;sults of calculating a simple "batting average"
of the number of times all persons in a given cell of the t{able had their
suggestions win out, divided by the total number of unique suggestions these
persons made., This ratioc allows us to take into account the differential
propensity to make unique suggestions vwhen examining the success of influ~

ence attempts,

Table 7

Proportion of Unique Suggestions Made
Which Were Successful Influence Attempts:
Holding Constant Race and Suggestion Rank

Rank in Race 7% Successful Influence Attempts:
No. Unique # Successful Influence Attempts
Suggestions Made - §# ‘Unique Suggestion

1 ‘Black 1 .

1 White 95%

2 Black 367 _
2 White 647 o t
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Even taking differential suggestion rate into account, the overlapping rank
ordering remains the same with the first-ranking black having a higher
batting average than the second-ranking white. The prediction of a higher
proportion of successful influence attempts for whites as compared to blacks,
overall, is borne out,

Successful influence attempts were further subdivided into those
vhich occured by simple acquiescence than by persuasion. 1lMost suggestive
is the finding that for all black subjects, 34% of all successful influence
attempts occurred by persuasion while the percentage of successful white
influence attempts by persuasion was 43%,

This type of difference in interaction style is further accenéugted
when we look just at contested decisions iu which white and black both made
one Oor more suggestions, Table 3 clearly shows that whea there is a
vigorous verbal interchange where both races participate, the white subject

is much more likely to be successfu1.3

Table 8

Outcome of Contested Decisions in ithich White and Black
3oth Made One or More Suggestions

Race = - ff Contested Decisions Frequencies of Winning % Times Won
Black 131 43 ‘ 32,8
White 131 as ' 67,2

3fh;“deveiobment'of these measures of influence and the analysis of the
influence data was carried out by Mark Lohman.
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Relationship of Influence to Initiation

If we are indeed looking at an instance of a power and prestige order
in interaction terms (described and uperationalized by status characteristic
theory), then influence and the tendency to initilate acts should be closely
related, The theory states that powe- and prestige are highly correlated
with influence over final group decision. 1In small group interaction studies,
the person who does the most a-ting is typically the most influentisl, In
order to carry out this analysis, the subject's rate of init.ation and influ-
ence was broken into a '"High," 'lMedium," and "Low" categovy. The initlation
rate vas defined in the following way: High = 60 acts; Medium = 30-59 acts;
Lom = 0-29 acts. The influence rate is based on the number of successful
influence attempts for each subject: Hizh = 10:; Midium = 4=9; Low = 0-3,
Table 5 shows the percentage of subjects with each type of influeace rating for
for each type of initiation rate. The level of associatiop between the two

rank orderings, as measured by the h test is ,54.

Table ¢

Relationship of Rank Orderings
on Initiation and Influence Rates

% with High % with Medium % with Low

Iniﬁiation Rate Influence Influence : Influence
Rizh 69% 0% 8%
Medium 31% 447, 17%
Low | © 00% 267, 75%
TOOL (w13)  TOOK (We27) .'1'6"3'7."(1@24)

POOR OWGHLAL COPY - BESY
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Communication Channels Analysis

A mo.t interesting way to look at the interaction pattern of the
different groups is by examining the use of all the different potential
communication channels. A diagram, very much akin to a sociometric disgram,
may be drawn {llustrating two very different patterns we see in these groups.
Figures 2 and 3 show two selected groups, & typical white-dominated group
and a typical black-dominated group. Ncte how the heavier lines indicate
that move acts were directed between persons and thinner lines indicate
lower frequencies of acts directed between persons.

Study of all these diagrams immediately suggested that in most groups
there was very little communication between black subjects. Was this a very
special feature of black subjects? If we could increase coalition behavior,
would we be able to change the outcnme of the groups? It became important
to detarmine vhether this was (1) a function of blacks preferring to direct
their interactions to whites, regardless of whac those whites said; or
wvhether this was (2) o funation of the difference in initiation rates between
races that is so marked and that we have'dafined as the power evolving
through group interaction.

FPirst we looked more systematically at the usage of four communication
channels. Interaction may be sean as occurring between whites, batweaen dlacks,
OF across races., Cross-race communication may be directed by one or the other
of the dlacks to one or the other of the whites. Conversely, it nay be
dirocted by ono or the other of the whites to one or the other of the blacks,
Table 10 gives the average percentage distridbution of all acts occurring in
each of four possible channels, (A percentage distribution was calculated for

each group; then these were averaged for each type of communication channel,)
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The Range of percentages occurring in different froups for each channel is

alsé shown.

Table 10
Mean Percentage of Acts Occurrlng in
Four Communication Channels:
by Color of Initiator and Recipients
Type of Channel

White-Uhite Black-Black White=Black* Black-White¥*
Mean % of All Acts

in a Given Group X = 26.86% X = 9.82% X =31,55% X = 31,76%
Occurring in a

Given Channel
Range of % of All

Acts in a Given 3.45%-58.60%  0.00%-26.67%  9,07%-44.26% 21,91%-45.80%
Group Occurring (n

a Given Channel

*We would expect more actions to occur in these cross-racial channels than
in within-race channels because in these channels there are four potential
actors and recipients as compared to two in the within race channels,

dNote the comparatively low mean usage of black-black channels as well as

- the more limited range in comparison to white-white channels., It is also

very interesting to see that, on the average, there is as much communicati~sn

flowing in one direction across races as in the other, The probability of

vhites speaking to blacks does show a greater range than the opposite cross-

race channel,

In ordor to answer tha question as to the explanation for this
persistently low usage of the black-black channels, wi selected out just
those cases where a black actor is faced by a white and a black actor,

These two possible targets for interaction have the same Initiation Rate,
In this way, we hold constant the activity level of the target per¢on, 8o to

speak, and see if there is a .olor preference, explaining direction of the

black subject's remarks, over and above that which can be predicted through
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simple in{tiation rate.

When we carry out this analysis, we find that the ideal test situation
occurs eighteen times., Out of these cases, the white person gets a bigger
share of the black's interaction ten times, The black person receives a
bigger share of the black actor's output eight times, only slightly less often.
Thus it would appear that the observed under-use of the black-black channel
is only a function of the previous finding that in most groups, at least one
black is relatively quiet and at least one white is comparatively active, If
we change initiation rate, by any future treatment. we sh&uld see more use of

the blacke<black channels,

Interaction Income

Thus far, rank order on initiation rate appears as the basic indicator
of the status or