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A
Soclal Class and Parents' Asplrations for fhelr Children

Hyman Rodman

EDO 43371

Patricla Voydanoff

This Is a study of educatlonal and occupationa!l aspiratlions as they are
related to soclal class. A basic assumption underliyinn the reseerch Is
that Individuals have a ''range of aspirations'’ rather than a singlo "leval
of aspiratlon.' Approaching the study of asplrations from thls perspective
opens up new Interpretations of research that has already been done, and
suagests lmportant new ways of collectling data.

Previous research in this arca isas focused almost exclusively upon a
single level of asplration. Respondents are asked a question which requlires
8 slagte response, e.n., "How far do you hopa to 90 In your schoollnng?"

The data raesulting from such questions (ndicate that lower-class
Indlviduals have a lower level of aspiration than middle-class Individuals,

Hvever, another interpraetation of these findinns is possible. Lower-
class Indlviduals may have a wider range of asplrations than middle-class
individuals--the lower-class peak may renerally br &3 hioh as the middle-
class peak, but the lower-class base may be lowar. I1f this (s so then by
chance alone It would appear that lower-clsss Individuals have a lower
level of asplratlion than middle~class Individuals, because they must select
thelr sincle response from within 8 range that stretches lower than the

middie~class range.

[

The research reported here was supported in part by 0EO Head Start
Subcontract #4118 with Nichinan State University !lead Start Evaluation and
Research Center, 1308-196¢.
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OQur research quastlions were formulated to determine the extent to
which parents In different social classes do have a range of aspirations
for tholr chlldren as opposed to aspiring to only one level of education
or occupation. The baslc hypothesls I|s that soclal class |s related to

the width of the ranne-that ls, the lowar the snclal class level the

wider the ranpe of asplrations.

A major problem within the ltower classes is the difflculty, due to
poor resources, of being able to achieve In sccordance v:Ith the dominant,
middla-class values of society. 'Mat happens as a result of thls problem?
The members of the lower class could retain the middle-class values {or
asplrations) without change, even though they are often not able to llve
up to them; they could abandon tho mliddle-class values as lnappropriate
to thelr 11fe situation, and develop an alternative ond completely
different set of values; or they could react pranmatically, shedding
thelir valuas iIn a partlcular area. Yet another alternatlve--and the one
which glves rise to the baslc hypothesis belng investloated--Is that
one response of the lower class |s to ''sireteh' the socletal values,
such that they have a greater range of values. Thus, the middle-class
values are raotalned and "'stretched'' downward so that ltesser deqrees
of achlevement and alternate forms of behavior will he valued. In the
area of asplrations, a tower-class person would tharefore be expactad
to asplre to a wider rance of occupational and educational levels than
a mlddle-class person.

The flrst formulation of the lower-class value stretch hypothesis
was discussed In 'The Lawer-Class Value Stretch' (Rodman, 1383) atona

with Its relevancte to data on lllegitimacy in the Caribbean, and date
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on the tevel of asplration. Support for the hypothesls in the areca of
I1legitimacy In the Caribbean was presented In "lllegitimacy In the
Carlbbean Soclal Structure: A Reconsidaration'' (Rodman, 1966). Nata on
176 respondents from Trinldad Indlcate that many membars of the lower
class do ''stretch'' thelr values so that both marriane and the non-legqal
marital union are part of thelr normatlve system, Moreovar, the study
documented the inverse relatlonshlp between soclial class status and the
normative and simyltaneous acceptance of both lenal marriaqe and the non-

legal union.

Previous Research Studles

The concept of the 'Yevel of asplration' has been used in several
types of studles. The nature of this concept, and Its uses has been
discussed more thoroughly In Rodman, Voydanoff, and lovejoy (1969). In

the present paper we shall llnlt our discussion to the use of the level

of asplration concept In studies of parents’ asplrations for thelr

children. As In the psychological exrariments and socinlonical research
on the subject's or respondent's level of aspiration, research on parents'
aspirations for thele chiidren Is limite? to an undertyine (but unstated)
sssumption that an individual has a single leval of aspiration. In a few
studles Investigators have used measures of level of esplratfon which
could yleld range information. However, In none of these studles have
the Investigators used the data ln this manner,

Studles of parents' aspiratlions for thelr children show consistently
that both level of asplration and level of expectation are related to the

soctal class of the parent. Level of asplration was found to be related
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to soclal class for mothers of children 3-6 months old (Boek, Sussman,

and Yankauer, 1958), for mothers of children In nursery school, kindergarten
and elemantary school (Bell, 1965), for mothers of children In hlgh

school (Kandel and Lesser, 1969), and for parents wlth children of all

ages (Smith, et al., 1967). Level of expectation was related to social
class for mothers of children under one year old (‘lestoff, et al., 1961),
for mothers of first arade chlldren (Stendler, 1951), and for mothers of
8-14 year old boys {Rosen, 1959).

In Rodman, Voydanoff, and Lovejoy (1449) It was reporiad that, for
adolescents, the level of expectatlon Is more stiongly related to social
class than the level of asplration. In none of the studles mentloned
above were both the level of asplration and the level of expectation
ascertained for mambers of the same sample so that it Is not possible to
compare the strength of the relatlonshlps between class and level of
aspliration and level of expectation. This [s probably due partly to the
fact that several of these authors have made no distinctlon between idvel
of asplration and leval of expectation questions. The terms level of
aspiration and level of expectation have been used Interchanceably for
both types of measures. Jaffe and Adams (1964), although they do not
use the Asplration-expectatlion terms, nevertheless report relevant
Gallup poll data. Thelr data show a very slinht relationship between
family Incoma end the percentane of parents who would Vike their children
to o to collegs (aspleation). Over 20% of the parents In each Incoms
group Indicated that they would llke thelr chlldren to attend collece.
However, fanily income Is stronnly related to whather these par-nts

think theler children will qo to collece (expectation).
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A few studles of parents' asplirations for their children have used
measures which approach the ldea of a ranygc of aspirations as used In this
paper. for example, Crandall, Dewey, Katkovsky, and Preston (1954) and
Katkovsky, Preston, and Crandall (195ka, 1964b) have used measures based
on Rotter's concept of minimal goal which is defined as '‘the Jowest goal
In a continuum of potentlal reinforcements for some life sltuation or
sltuations which will be parcelved as a satisfactlon' (Potter, 1954,

p. 213). Rosen (1959), In his study of mothers of H#-14 year old boys,
used a nsasure of occupational asplirations In which the mothers were
asked If they would be satlsfled or dissatlsfied 1V thelr sons antered
each of 10 different occupations. Thke mothers who wera satisfiad with

a larger number of occupations were sald to have lovwer aspiration levels;
this Is because, In order to be satisfled with more levels, they had to
be satlisfled with some occupations of lower prestice. However, since

the total number of cholcas Is not necessarlly related to the prestiqe
level of the occupations selected, Rosan computeu two tdditional

measures In which the occupations selectcd were welnhted by thel,
prestige levels., The scores on theso measures were also consldered as
measures of lavel of aspliratica, For all three measures, mean scores
wore computed for each ethnlc oroup and for each soclal class. The
soclal class leve! of the mothers was related to the mean scores for

all three measures of asplration, although ethnicity was more stringly
related than soclal class. Rosen tollected data approprlate for
measurine the range of aspirations but he did not make use of this aspect
of the data In his analysls. lowaver, Rosen qualified his Interpretation
or the results by saylnn that "As the question was vworded In this study,

In one sense 1t Is misleadino to speak of the 'helcht' of vocatlonal
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asplrations. For all groups have 'high' asplrations In that most mothers
are content to have thair sons achlove a hlgh status. The basic dlfference
between groups Is In the 'floor,' so to speak, which they place on thelr
aspiration" (Rosen, 1959, p., 60). A similar, but more limited, measure of
occupational asplration was used by Cohen (1965). 1In order to ascertain
the degree of satisfaction with worklny-ciass ocecupations for a sample

of working=class parents, the parents were asked to sort out |4 occupations
according to vhether they would be (1) happy or nelther happy nor un-
happy, or (2) unhappy to see their son In these occup-tions when thay were
40 years old. The number of working-class occupations thai the parents
sald that they would ba happy or nelther happy nor unhappy with was used

as an indlcator of moblllity aspirations. ''The fewer workina class jobs

the parents flnd acceptable for any offspring the hicher Is hlis
probabl1ity of having a mobila scn' (Cohen, 1965, p. 420). Shannon ot al.,
(1966), In thelr study of mlnrant workers, asked parents how they would
feel if thalr children finlshed each of several levels uf educatlon.
However, only tie lovvest level with which they would be satlisfled was

used In his analyses.

These studles show that soclal class Is an Imnortant variahle in the
area of parents' asplrations for thelr children. Some of them also seem
to demonstrata an evareness of a rance of asplrations, but none have
developed the concept or used It In their analysis., The hasic hypothsis
tested In our study deals uith the relatlonship between soclal class and
range of asplrations. Sevaral measures of range of aspliraticns will be
presented and compared. Future papers will discuss other variables

discussed In the lliterature which are of theoretical and practical
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Importance such as sex of the chlld, sex of the parent, famlly structure,
family slze, and the relatlonshlp betwecn parents' aspiratlions and ths
nore genaral concept of parental Influence In the arcas of educatlonal

and occupaticnal attalnment.

Hothodology

In thg féll of 19566 parents of 255 lleqro kindergarten and nreschool
chlldren were Interviewed as part of the ltead Start Evaluatlion and Research
Program In Detrolt, fllchinan. The children were selected to narticlpate
in one of several rasearch projects and the parents of all the chlldren
were then interviewed recarding a varlety of subjects Including their
asplrations and expectations for thelr chlildren In the areas of education,
occupation, and Income. Three sanples of chlldren ware selected. In all
three samples the followinn criterfon was used to select chlidren
according to thelr soclal class backgqround: In order for a child to be
chosen as lower class it was necessary that prelthar parent had aone
beyond hich school In hls education. for chlldren selected o8 middle
class both parents must have flnished hich sthou) and at least one parent
must have cone beyond hloh school.

The flrst sample of 115 chlldren was selected fron five inner-city
kinderonarten classrooms which had been suncested by the Oetroit Board of
Education as havina teachers receptive to research In thelr classrooms.
Only loaver-class chlldren rere selected for thls sarple. the education
of the parents was ascertained by coine throuoh the school records. For
the second sample, &0 - 2 1/2-year-old children, lowser-class and niddle-

class, were selected from returns to letters sent to parents whose names
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had appeared In the newspaper birth llstings two years previously. A thlrd
sample of 100 lower-class and mlddle-class 3 1/2 and 4 1/2-year-old chlldren
was selected from five Head Start classes and seven prlvate nursery schools.,

Interviews were conducted with 436 parents of the 255 chlldren. Of
thess, 233 are mothers, 174 are fathers, and 23 are other ralatives
including arandparents and stepparents. All respondents except 14 fathers
llved In the household with the child. The social class of the parents
according to the lolllnashead Two Factor Index of Soclal Positlon

(Hollingshead, 1957), which was used In our anaiysls, is distrlbuted as

fol tows:
Class | 14
Class |1 34
Class 111 &1
Class IV 159
Class Vv 188
Results

The flest measure of the ranne of asplrations of pare. - for thelr
children's sducation Is based on the folloving question: '""ow 1'd 1lke
to know how happy or unhapny you would be In each of the following
situatlons. tHow would you feel (f (your chlid) stops schoul after
finlshina the Sth grade?" A card was shown with the followling categories:
|=svery happy; 2-~a Mittle happy; 3--neither happy hor unhappy;
4++3 1lttle unhappy; S==very unhappy. The question was repeated for each
of the following educational tevels: 9th orade, 12th grade, 2 vears of
college, § years of colleqe, and more than h years of ﬁollege.‘

Two criteria were vsed In order to develop our categories for the

Range of Educational Aspirations (Manpy). One criterion was the hlohest

educational tevel at which the respondent would be happy--that is, the

st i . . . e et e ok
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highest level at which the respondent replixd ''very happy" or "a llttle
happy''. The second criterion was the range and pattern of educational
levels with which the respondent would be happy. The educational levels
have been combined into the following groups:

1) four years of college or more

1) two years of college

1) high school

V) 9th arade or less

1

The catégaries for the Range of Educational Aspirations (Happy), based

on the happiness and range pattern criterla, are as follows:

High level-very narrow range (happy with aroup } only)

lHigh level-narrow range (happy with both aroups 1 and I1)

High level-wide range (happy with group 1 and group 111 and/or V)

Medium level-narrow range (happy with group 11 and/or 111)

Hedlum level-wide range (happy with groups 11 and 1V, 111 and 1V,

or 11, i, V)

Low les:1-narrow range (happy with aroup 1V only)
Thus, in order for a parent to be in the high level-wide range category,
he must say he would be happy if his child stopped school after finishing
"four years of college or more'' and the range with which he reports he
would be happy must Include "high school' or '"9th grade or less'. To he
in the high level-very narrow range category, a parent must say that he
would be happy only If his child finished "four years of collene or more'.

Table 1 shows tha parents' Range of Educational Aspiratlons (Happy)

by the Hollingshead class position for the head of the household.

Insert Table | about here

- g o —

A clear relationship exists between social class and range of educa-

tional aspirations (Gamma = .%9). Seventy-nine percent of parents In
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Classes 1 - 3 have a very narrow range of asplrations compared with 23
percent of those In Class 5. Half of those In Class 5 have a wide range
compared with 8 percent of those In Classes 1 = 3. Thus, for this measure
of educatlonal aspirations the hypothesis Is supported--the lower the
soclal class level, the wider the range of aspirations. The lower-class
peak is as high as the middle-class peak, but lower-class parents are
happy with lower levels to a much greater extent than mlddle-class parents.2
The Ranae of Occupatfonal Aspirations (llappy) was measured by a

procedure similar to that used for the Range of Educational Aspirations
{Happy). The parents were ssked, 'lNow tell me how happy or unhappy you
would be If (your child) has the following job when he is grown?" A list
of 32 jobs was read and the respondent indicated how happy or unhappy he
would be for each one. Several! jobs applied to children of both sexes--
sales clerk, for example. For some male jobs (bartender) a similar job
(waltress) was substituted for female children, and the interviewer chose
the jcb corresponding to the sex of the child for which the parent was
answering. These Jobs were then categorized according to skill tevel so
that the ranye of skill levels that the respondent would be happy to have
his child enter could be computed. The skill teveis used are professional
(9 jobs listed), managerial (4), cierical and sales (G), craftsman and
operative (6), and service and laborer (7). These have been qrouped as
follows:

1--professional and mananerial

11--clerical and sales

}1Y¥--craftsman and operative

IV-~service and laborer

The range categorles for occupational aspiration (hiah level-very narrow,

etc.) were computed In the same manner as the ranae cateqories for




educational aspirations,

Three criteria have been used to determine If a parent Is happy with
a part'cular skill level: 1) the parent must be happy with at least one
Job in the s*i11 level to be conslderad happy with that skill level; 2)
the parent must be happy with at least one-third of the jobs In the skill
level; 3) the parent must be happy with at least one-half Qf the jobs in
the skill level.

Table 2 shows the relationship between Range of Occupationa} Aspirations
(Happy) and 3oclal class when criterion (3) Is used. The pattern of rela-
tionship and the magnitude of the pefcentage differences are similar for

the other two criteria.

tnsert Table 2 about here

As with educational aspirations the soclal class status of the parent
is related to the width of the range of occupational aspirations (Gamma =
.31). Almcst all respondents were In the high level categorles Indicating
v1at they would be happy to have their children enter the occupations in
the highest skill level, Thus the lower-class peak Is as high as the
middic~class peak for this measure. HMoreover, In contrast to the
educational measure, all the occupational questions were asked of all
respondents regardless of thelr answers to any other questions. As a
result, the high occupatlonal peaks for almost all respondents is less
an artifact of our procedurzs than the high educational peaks.

Tables | and 2 show similar patte.ns of results for the educational
and occupational aspiration measures. The width of the ranqe of

educaticna) aspirations Is moderately correlated with the width of the
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range of occupational aspirations,

The previous discusslon has been based upon a sinale criterion for
determining whether a particulei level Is part of the range of aspirations--
whether the parent would be happy if his child reached that specific ed-
ucational or occupational level when he grew up. However, the literature
discussed In Rodman, Voydanoff, and Lovejoy (1959), especlally the work
of Lewin et al., (1941} and Atkinson (1957), has referred to several
Important components of asplrations, Including the probabllity of
success and the incentive or motivation for success. If we deal only
with a happiness criterion, It is possible for an individual to say
that he would be happy with achievement levels that he does not think
are possible to reach or that he ls not motivated to strive for.
Additional criterla were therefore used In thls study along with the
happiness criterlon of asplration.

The followlng questlon was asked to determine the parent's
conception of the probabllity of his child actually be.ng able to
complete each of the levels of educatlon: f'iMhat do you think the chances
are of (your child) really finlshing 9th grade?" This question was
repeeted for 12th grade, 2 years of college, 4 years of colluge, and
more than 4 years of colleqe. Respondents were asked to choose one of
the followling answers: almost sure, falrly sure, 50-50, not much chance,
almost no chance.3 Table 3 shows the relationshlp between soclal class
and the range of aspirations when the Range of Educatlonal Aspriations

(Happy-Frobability 1) was operationally deflned to Include those

Insert Table 3 about here
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educational levels (1) that the respondent was happy with and (2) that
the respondent sald there was at least a 50-50 chance that his child
would complete.

Soclal class shcaws a marked inverse relationship, as hypothesized,
to the width of the Range of Educational Asplrations (Happy-Probabiltity 1).
The relationship between soclal class and range of educational
asplrations ts very similar for the two measures of educational aspiration
(see Tables 1 and 3). Ffor the second measure, when havina at least a
50-50 chance to finish each levzl is included as an aspiration critervion,
the percentages In the high ltevel-narrow rance cateqgory and the high
level-wide range category are slightly lower and the percentage In the
medium level~narrow range category is higher, especially in the Class 5
oroup. A cross-tabulation of the two measures shows that almost all
respondents hav:. the same score for both aspiration measures. The major
exception is the 26 respondents who have a high level-wide ranqge In
Table 1 and a medium level-narrow range Iin Table 3. Almost all of the
differences between the tvwo measures are found in Classes 4 and 5.

A second happy-probabitity measure--Range of Cducational Aspirations
(Happy -Probability 1 1) was computed In which the respondent 1).must be
happy with the level and 2) be at least ''fairly sure' that his child could
complete the level. The relationship between social class and the range
of aspirations based on this measure Is shown In Table 4. The percentage
of respondents in the high level-very narrow range cateaory Is strongly

related to socla) class with 57% of those In Classes 1-3 in thls catecory

Insert Table & about here
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contrasted with 13% In Clas* 5. The percentages of respondents with high
level~wide range and medium level-narrow range scores Is larger among
Class 5 respondents. On this measure 307 of the total sample aspire to
no levels=-the only levels they are happy with are hlgher than the levels
they fee) their child has a falrly good chance to finish,

A cross tabuiatlon of the happlness measure (Table 1) and the Happy=
Probablility Il measure (Table 4) by soclal class indicates severa!
changes. The followino are the most Important--in Classes 1-3, 16
respondents who had a high level~very narrow range on the happiness
measure aspired to ne level on the comblned measure; in Class 4, 23
respondents changed from high level-wide range to medium level-narrow
range and 45 respondents who were high level-very narrow or narrow
range on the happiness measure aspired to no level on the combined
measure; in Class 5, 39 respondents changed from hinh level-wide range
to medium level-narrow range and 5! who were hiah tevel-very narrow,
narro.., or wide range on the happliness measure asplired to no level on
the combined measure.

To summarize for the educational aspiration measures, when the
chance criterion Is '"50-50'" (Table 3) it does little to quallfy the
results of the happiness measure (Table 1). That is, almost all parents
feel that their children have a 50-50 chance to reach the levels that
they would be happy with. ‘hen the chance criterion is ''fairly sure'
that the child can reach a given tevel (Table 4), the happiness measure
results (Table |I) are modified, although the relationship between social
class and asplrations remalnssomewhat similar. in Tahle 4 (in contrast to

Table 1) all of the percentage flgures for each social class are reduced
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In all of the "high level' categories, while the percentages are higher

at the '"'medlum level-narrow range' and the ''aspire to no levels'' categories.
The movement to 'medium level=-narrow rance'’ Is especially marked for
Classes 4 and 5, indicating a lesser belief in the probability of their
children's success at reaching the high educational levels.

Two additional questions have been combined with the happiness criterion
in order to Introduce a motivational component Into the measurement of
educational aspirations. The flrst question used to nenerate a Range of
Educatfonal Aspiration (Happy-Cost), was the following: ''Some people say
that it's up to the family to bear the cost of their chlldren's education.
This might mean providing room, clothes, paying for tuition, and buyina
books. Others say it's up to the chlld to make his own way through school
by earning money to pay for whatever It costs. In your opinion how should
the cost be divided when the child Is in the 9th arade (junfor high)?"

The same question was asked for 12th grade (high school), 2nd year of
college, Uth year of college, and beyond & years of college. The respondent
was shown a card with five categories--111 family; mostly family, some
child; half family, half child; some family, mostly child; and all child.

In order to aspire to an educational level within the Range of Educational
Aspirations (Happy-Cost), the respondent must |) be happy with the level

and 2) say that the family should pay at least half of the cost at that
leval,

Table 5 shows the relationship between social class and Range of

Aspirations (Happy-Cost). As hypotheslzed, the lower the social class

insert Table 5 about here

- —
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the wider the range of aspirations. This Is especially pronounced for
respondents Iin the hléﬁizltegorles. \then the results from this measu.e

are cross-tabulated with the happiness measure (Table 1), the major change
Is found among those who have a high level-narrow or high level-wide range
in Table ! and a medium level-narrow range in Table 5. This change occurred
for 57 parents, with all but four of them In Classes &4 and 5. As a result,
the percentage of respondents with a medium level-narrow range Inc¢reases
inversely viith social class In Table 5. The percentage aspirina to no
levels on Educational Aspirations (Happy-Cost) is 12% for the total sample,
Is not related to social class, and has been omitted from Table 5.

then the criterion for dividing cost Is changed so that the parent
must say that the family should pay most of the cost, the pattern of
responses Is similar to the first happy-cost measure except that a
larger percentage--30%--aspire to no level. On this measure the
percentage who asplire to no level does vary somewhat by soclial class
(Class 1-3, 19%; Class h, 30%; Class 5, 36%). Thus, there Is a larger
percentage of respondents In Classes 4 and 5 who state their willlngness
to pay half the cost but not most of the cost of their child's education
at the educational levels they are happy with.

The second parental motivation question, which led to a Range of
Aspirations (llappy-Sacrifice), reads as follows: ''People have different
ideas about how important It is to go to school. |If you had to give up
aolng to places like restaurants and movies; If you had to get along with
less clothine and furniture; with an older car and an older house; if you
had to do extra work, like taking an extra job... If you had to do things

like that, how many things of that kind would you do In order to help
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(your child) finish junior high school?"' The question was repeated for
finishing high school, two years more than high school, four years of college,
and going to schcol after four years of college. The respondent was shown
a card with the fol lowing categorles: all of them, most of them, about
half of them, some of them, and none of them.h

Table 6 shows the relatlonship between social class and Ranqge of
Aspirations (Happy-Sacriflice) when the sacrifice criterion Is the parent's
response Qf a willingness to give up at least ''about half of them'.
Overall, social class Is inversely related to the width of the ranne of
aspirations, as predicted by our hypothesis. This is so for the data as
a whole because of the pronounced relationship among those In the high
level aroups, for this incasure too, we find and despite the opposite
relationship among those Iin the medium level group. For this measure,
too, in contrast to the happiness measure used in Table 1, we find a
higher percentage of respondents in all classes with no levels to which
they aspire and higher percentages in the medium level-narrow range
category In the lower classes. Seventeen respondents who had a high
level-narrow range and 36 respondents who had a high level-wide range
on the happiness measure had a medium level-narrow range on this

combined measure. 9nly 2 of these respondents were In Classes 1-3.

Insert Table 6 about here

\hen the sacrifice criterion Is changed so that the parent must be willing
to do "most of them' the results remain quite similar to those shown In

Table 6.

The sacrifice criterion appears to be a more direct measure of the
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motlvation of the respondents than Is the cost-division criterion slnce

It 1Is worded In such a way that a respondent must consider what he himself
Is willing to do to help his child rather than the more general‘Idea of

how cost should be divided in families. In spite of thls difference the
distributlons of the results are quite similar. A cross-tabulation of

the combined aspiration measures of Happy-Cost and Happy-Sacrifice by

social class confirms the similarity of the patterns of results found

In Tables 5 and 6. tlost of the parents have the same score on botn
measures. However, the parents In Classes 1-3 show a greater correspondence
than those Iin the lower classes.

\then the effects of adding a probabllity or motivational component
to the happiness measure are examined, 2 consistent pattern emerges for
€lasses 1-3 and Classes 4 and 5. In Classes 1-3 the only change that
occurs for a significant number of cases is that of moving from high
level-very narrow range to aspiring to no level, especially on the more
restrictive measures. In these cases the probability or motivational
component did not. reach the hjghest educational levels which were the
only ones these parents would be happy with. In Classes 4 and 5 the
probabi}ity and motivational components had a areater effect, Two main
changes occurred from the happiness to the combined measures with
sionificant frequency~from the three hinh level catecories to aspiring
to no level, especially on the more restrictive measures, and from high
level=-narrow and wide ranges to the medium level-narrow ranage category.
In spite of the differential effects of the probabitity and motivational
components In Classes -3 and classes 4 and 5, social ctass remains

related to the width of the range of aspirations. Howaver, the percentage
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of respondents in the medium level categories is Inversely related to

soclal class on the combined measures, showing the greater Influence of

the probability and motivational components in the lower classes.,

Although both of these components lower the peqk of the range of aspirations
for some parents In the lower classes, a substantial majority of these
parents remain In the high level categories on these conbined measures
except for the Range of Aspirations (Happy-Probablility 11) measure for
which 30% of the respondents asplred to no levels,

Preliminary analysis of cross-tabulations of the less restrictive
combined measures indicate that the probabllity and motivational
components lower the peak of the range in the lower classes Independently
of each other. For both the Range of Asplrations (ilappy-Cost |) and
Range of Aspirations (iiappy-Sacrifice) measures the percentane of
agreement with the Range of Aspirations (Happy-Probability I1) fo: the

medlum level categories Is approximately 25% for Classes 4 and 5.

Discussion

Thus the basic hypothesis has been supported for both educational
and occupational aspirations. Social clacs Is inversely related to the
width of the range of aspirations for all range measures used. This
relatlonship holds when controls are introduced for sex of the child and
sex of the parent, number of children in the family, birthplace of the
respondent, employment.status of the mother, age of the respdndent, and
preschool educational experlence of the child. {in some subgroups the
strength of the relationship varias from that of the total sample but
the relationship between soclal class and range of aspirations does not

disappear In any subgroup. The results ara also similar when the
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respondent's educatlon Is the measure of soclal class.

This has been a study of Meoro parents whose children were between the
ages of 2 1/2 and 5. Since there have been no studies In which parents’
asplrations have been related to the ages cf their children or tongitudlnal
studies of parents' aspirations, it Is not possible to describe empirically
the course of development of parents' aspirations for their childiren as
thay grow older. Duncan, Featherman, and Duncan {1948), Kahl (1953), and
Jaffe and Adams (1964) have dis-ussed the Increaslina influence of child
traits and situational clrcumstances on parents' aspirations as their
children approach the aqge at which decisions regarding educational and
occupational plans must be made. Kahl (1953) mentioned In his study of
working-class parents that he found that the high performance of the
child in school led to development of higcher parental aspirations as well
as poor performance leading to lower aspirations. Parents' aspirations
also Influence children's performance in school.

There are a number of Important implications for research that stem
from our study. In the first place, It Is clear that almost all of the
research previously zarried out Is directed by a traditional perspective
that focuses attention solely upon a level of aspiration. In the few cases
where range data arc collected the influence of the traditional perspectlve
is st’11 felt, and the measures that are used In analyzing the data are
level rather than range measures. This traditional perspective upon the
study of aspirations demonstrates, again and again, that social class is
related to the tevel of aspiration. But this approach restricts the
researcher's viewpoint and prevents the collection and analysis of the

richer data on the range of aspirations.
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Our rasearch has only scratched the surface of this complex phenomenon,
and wie are still working on various operational definitions of an
asplration, and of a range of asplrations. Rut we have demonstrated that
it Is possible to work with the assumptlon of a range of asplratlons. !l
have also damonstrated that questions can be formulated, and that data
can be collected and analyzed on the renge of asplrations. Finally, we
have extended what is known ahout asplrations by demonstrating the
Inverse relatlionshlp between soclal cless and the width of the range of
aspiratlons.

The results of the present study have Interesting practlcal
Impilcations vhich differ froem implications of most research on level of
aspirations, To the extent that lower-class parents have a wider ranne
of asplrations, with & peak as hlgn as the mlddle-class peak, there is
a bullt 'a potentlal for mobllity, As improved oprortunities become
avaliabic, the possibiiilty of upward moblllty 1s greater than if lower-
class parents have low lavels of aspliation. To encourane :nobllity It
would therefore be more Important to provide opportunities and to
establlsh a conviction of thelr attelnabillity than to try to chanys
values or to ralse levels of aspiration. Glven a wider range of
aspiratinns within the lowver class, we expect that Increased ccemnitment
at hinher levels within the range wouid follow the Increased perception

by parents of the avallabllity of opportunities for thelr children.
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Footnotes

l. If a respondent answered “'very happy' (category 1) for two educational
levels In a row the Interviewer dld not ask the rest of tha questions. It
was assumed that If a person were ‘very happy'' with two levels In a row,

he would be happy with all remaining higher levels, There were 58 raspondents
who were ‘very happy'' with high school and 2 years of college and were
assumed to be happy with & years of college and more than 4 years of

college. Seventy-six respondents were '‘very happy' with 2 years of college
and & years of college and were assumed to te happy with more than & years

of college.

2. This last result must be quallfled somewhat beceuse of the 58 respondents
mentioned In footnote |, These respondents, 713 of whom were In Cless 5,

wara placed in the high level-wide range category rather than the medium
level=narrow range or medlium level-wide range cateqorlies on the basis of

this assumption. The range category for the 76 respondents mentioned In
footnote | was not affected by the assumption that they would be happy

with more than & years nf college since balng happy with \ years of college
pteaced thom In & highelevel category.

3. 1f a respondeant answered "'almost no chance'' for two levels In a row,
the Interviewer did not ask the rest of the questions and 1t was sssumed
that he would have answered "‘almost no chance' for all tha higher levals.

This procedure was followed for & respondents,

N, f & respondent answered 'none of thea' for two levels in g row, the
Interviewsr did not ask the rest of the questions and It was assumed that
he would have snswered ‘none of thea' for the remalning higher levels.

this procedure was followed for 2 respondents.



Table |

RANGE OF EDUCATIONAL ASPIRATIONS (Happy) BY SOCIAL CLASS
(in percents)

~ees=Soclal Clasg=<~=-~

1-3 b 5

High level-very narrow range 9 b3 | 23

High level-narrow rengs 12 29 25

iiigh level-wlde range 8 28 52
Hedlum level-narrow range 1 — _*

Total 100 100 100

Humber of cases 84 15 183

tLess than 1/2 of I8,

llote: Information was not ascertained for & respondents. The &
respondents who were happy with no levels heve been onitted.



Table 2

RANGE OF OCCUPATIONAL ASPIRATIONS (Happy) 0¥ SOCIAL CLASS
(in percents)

~~es=Soclal Clagg~=w==

1-3 4 5

igh level=-very narrow range 61 37 27

High leva)=narrow range 20 19 26

High leve!-::lde range 19 b3 by
Hedium level-narrow range ! —_—

Total oo 100 100

Numbar of cases 70 154 181

Hote: The 3) respondents who were happy with no level according to this
criterion were omitted,



Table 3

RANGE OF EDUCATIONAL ASPIRATIONS (HAPPY-PROBABILITY 1) BY

SOCIAL CLASS
(In percents)

~s=eeSocial Classe===~

1-3 h 5

High \evel-very narrow ranne 79 b3 23
High level-narrow range 12 28 21
High level-wide range 6 21 h2
Medium level=-narrow range 3 3 13
Hedlum level-wide range —_— —_— 1
Total 100 100 100

Humber of cases 31 146 177

tiote: [nformation was not ascertalned for 8 respondents. Twenty-four
respondents who asplred to no lavels were omitted. These 24 respondents
rade up between A% and 73 of the cases In the varlous soclal classes,



Tabile 4

RAHGE OF EDUCATIONAL ASPIRATIONS (HAPPY-PRORABILITY ll)<hY

SCCIAL CLASS
{In percents)

~-===50cial Class~===--

1-3 b 5

Hich level=vory narrow range 57 25 13
Hlgh level-narrow range 9 it 9
High level-wide range 3 " 21
Medium level=narrow range 7 20 25
Hedtum level-wide ranqe !
Low tevel-narrow range 1
Aspire to no levels 2k 3 30
Total 100 100 100

Humber of cases 37 156 185

'nformation was not ascartalnad for 8 respondents,




Table §

RANGE OF EDUCATIONAL ASPIRATIONS (HAPPY=-COST)

BY SOCIAL CLASS
(by parcents).

— —

----- Social Clasg==~=~

-3 4 5

High level=very narrow range 79 4 20
High level-narrow range 10 28 21
High level-wide range 5 18 34
Medium level-narrow range 6 13 23
Nedlum level-wide range — - 2
Total 100 100 100

iumber of cases 78 1LY 158

Hote: Informatlon was not ascertained for 7 respondents. The 52
respondents who aspired to no levels have been omlitted,



Table 6

RANGE OF EDUCATIONAL ASPIRATIONS (HAPPY~SACRIFICE) BY SOCIAL CLASS
(In percents)

----- Social Class=~==~

-3 5

High level-very narrow range 83 43 19
High level-narrow range 10 2] 19
High level-wide range 4 21 b
Medlum level-narrow range 3 15 20
Hedium level-wide range — — L
Totel 100 109 100

Humber of cases 12 L 158

Note: Information was not ascertalned for ! respondents. Flfty-six
respondents who aspired to no levels have been omitted from the table.




