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An investigation was conducted to deternine the

feasibility of providing lahoratory and internship experience for
students enrolled in the Georgia Model program for the preparation of
elementary teachers as specified in the final report of th': Georgia
Educational Model program (FD 025 4291}, Specifications require each
student to corplete five fevweek practical laboratory experiences
(including two paraprofessional labs in the preprofessional phase)
and a 10-veek preservice internship. Since 1,380 students are
expected t¢ bhe enrolled when the program reaches sustained
operational level in 197%-76¢, a minimua of 3¢2 classrooms would be
needed during the year. Findings resulting from a survey of 20 school
syst2as in Georgia that cooperated with the University of Georgia in
the 1966-69 school year indicate that such a laboratory program is
feasible. There are a sufficient nrumber of schools within reasonable
distance willing and able to provide such activities. The majority
conduct kindergarten and Headstart prograss anl many plan summer
school programs. They include both urtan and rural areas with
potential for providing experiences with children from diverse
socloecononric and ethnic rackgrounds. (J8)
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Note!

This bulletin reports onae of a series of investiga-
tions designed to develcp, evaluate &nd inplenent a
model tencher educition program for the preparation
of elementary teachers. This report was prepared
pursuant to a con*vact with the Office of Education
U.S., Department of Health, Blucation end Welfarxe,
Contractors undertaking such projects under Govern-
ment sponsorship are ercourag:d to express freely
their professional judgment in the conduct of the
project. Points of view or opiidons stated do not,
therefore, necessarily represent official Office
of BEducation position or policy, This bulletin
may not be reproduced without permission,
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The Problem

The puxpose of this investigation is to determine
the feasibility of providing laboratory and internship
experience for students enrolled in the Georgia Model
program for the preparation of elementary teachers as
specified in the final report of Georgia Educational
Models pxoject (Johnson, Shearxon & Stauffer, pp. 222-
25, 1968).,

Background

The specifications of the model progiam {Johnson,
Shearron & Stauffer, pp. 222-25, 1968) require each
student to complete a mininum of five practical lab-
oratory expexiences and one intexnship duripg the, pre=
service phase of the program. These experiences re-
quire close cooperation between the staff of the Model
program and local school sys':ams in the state.

Two practical laboratory experiences of approxies
mately five weeks each are requircd during the pre=
professional phase of the program. These occur dur-
ing PM Blocks 2 and 5, and focus on paraprofessional
classroon activities, One is carried out with child-
ren in early childhcod and the other with children in

later childhood,




A total of three practical laboratory expexiences
of approximately five weeks each are required during
the professional phase of the program., These occur
during PM Blocks 2, 4 and 7. The practical labora-
tory experience which occurs in PM Block 2 will focus
on professional activities and will be carried out with
children within the stude=ut's target age group with
special concem for allowing the student to work within
the teaching area of comptency which he has selected,
The laboratory experiences which occur in PM Blocks
4 and 7 of the professional program focus on professe-
ional activities and are carried out with children old-
er and younger than those of the student's age group.

Placement {a the practical laboratories is such
that the students have the opportunity to work with
children of various socioeconomic and ethnic charac-
teristics,

A preservice internship of approximately 10 weeks
cccur in PM Block 10 of the professional phase. This
:ntexnship is carried out with children within the
intern's target age group range and provides the ine
tern with the opportunity to give special emphasis to

instruction in his teaching area of competency.
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It lIs anticipated that when the Georgia Bducational
Model reaches the sustairned operational level in 1975-76,
that there will be a total of 1,380 students enrolled in
the program (fyers, 1969)., If one student at a time is
placed in a classroom for laboratory experiences and
internship; a ninimum of 362 classrooms will be needed
during the year. The assumption is mada that a total
of seven; five week periods can be used for laborxatory
experiences in each classroom and four ten week periods
for internships. Assuming equal divi:ion between haad-
stact, kindergarten and each of the six elementary grades,
approximately 46 classxooms will be needed at each level,
Additional classxooms will be needed for obsexvation pux-
poses.

Procedura

In order to ascertain the feasibility of the speci=-
fications for the model program with regard to laboratory
experiences a survey was nade of 20 school systens in
Georgia that cooperated closely with the College of
Bducation of the University of Geoxgia during the 1968~
69 school year, These school systems cooperated by proe
viding facilities for observation and student teaching at

the kindergarten and elerentary levels,
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During the 1968-69 school year, about 95% of all
elementary education students completed their professions
al laboratory experiences (Elementary Bducation 345, 346,
347, and 348) in these 20 school systems which are located
primarily in Noxrth Georgia. For purposes of this xeport
they have been sub-grouped in four geographical axeast
Area 1- Five school systems located within a 25 mile

' radius of Athens, Georgiat Clarke County,
Madison County, Oconee County; Oglethoxpe
County and Winder City.
Axea 2- Seven school systems located in the Metxo-
politan Atlanta area: Atlanta Public, Clayton
County, Cobb County, Dekalb County, Fulton
County; Gwinnett County and Marietta City.
Area 3= Seven school systems located in noxtheast
Georgia within thixty nmiles of Gaineseville,
Georgiat Gainesville City, Banks County,
Franklin County, Habersham County, Hall County,
Hart County and Stephens County.
Area 4- One school system, Richmond County, located
approximately 105 miles southeast of Athens,

Georgia.
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In July; 1969 a qQuestionnaire (Figure 1) was sent
by the Coordinator of Professional Laboratory Bxperiences
to the superintendents of the school systems mentioned
above. All were returned.

Findings

A summaxy of some of the findings of the question-
naixe are presented in Table 1, During the 196869
academic year there were a total of 9,687 classrxoums
available during the academic year and 1,175 during the
summer in the 20 cooperating school systems., No school
system is presently operating a 12 month program for the
elementary grades. However, three systems anticipate
jmplciienting a twelva month program, one each in 1970,
1971 and 1973, 1Two systems indicated that they are
studying the feasibility of a 12 month school year for
the elementary grades.

Seventeen of the school systems operated a summer
school program with a total of 790 «¢lementary classrooms;
35 kindergarten classrooms, primarily supported by funds
fron Title I and Title III of BSEA; 65 classroons in
readings and 35 spacial classes in such areas as music,

art, and physical education, Two school systens
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Questionnarie for the Geoxgia Bducational Model

Feasibility Study School System

Approximate numbexr of olementary classrooms in use in

1960-69

1. Do you contemplate your scl -ol system adopting a
12 months program and operating on a quarter system
in the elementaxy schools? _ If yes,
give approximate year you enticipate initiating this
type progran

2. Do you now operate any type of summexr school?
If yes, please tall bxiefly what type program is
being conducted and what age and how many children
are involved.

3. If you do not now have a summar progran, do you
anticipate such a program within the next five
years? —

4, Do you now operate a kindergarten program?
I1f yes, what is the approximate enrxollment?

L

5. If you do not now operate a kindexgarten program, do
you anticipate initiating su~h a program within the
next five yaars (assuxing the ctate does not provide
support for such a program)?

6. Do you now operate a headstarf progran?

Sumxer only , Year round o If
yes, about how many children are involved in the
program?

7. 1f you now operate or anticipate operating a sunmer
program, would you be willing to have student interns
(studant teachers) woxk in these programs? .

Figure 1
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indicated that they would probably initiate a sumrer
program in the next five years,

Nine school systems operated a total of 410 kirder-
garten classrooms during the 1968~69 academic year, Four.
school systems plan to initiate some type of kindergarten
program within the next five years. Headstart programs
were conducted in 16 systems during the summer of 1969,

L+ i3 anticipated that these programs will continue.
No year 'round headsiart program is presently operated
in any of the school systems in this survey.

All school systems survey indicated a willingness
to expand their program of cooperation with the University
of Georgia Collede of Education by making their facilities
available on year 'round bases for observation and practi-
cal laboratory experiences, One additional school systen,
Walker County, Georgia, located in the northwest part of
the state has indicated a strong desize to work with the
Georgia model program in providing laboratory experiences,

Conclusions

It may be concluded from this study that the specifi-
cations for the Georgia model program which require each

student to devote approximately 35 weeks of his
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undergraduate work to practical laboratory experiences
and/or an internship in elementary schools are feasible
at the University of Georgia. It appears that there are
a sufficient number of elementary schools within reason-
able distances from the campus which are willing:and:-able
to enter into cooperative arrangements to provide for
such activities,

These school systems have the potential to provide
a varlety of experiences. The majority of the systems
presently conduct kindergarten and headstart programs
as well as other special programs that can provide
laboratory experiences for students in the Georgia
Educational Model. The school systems represented are
found in both large urban areas and rural areas., These
systems also have the potential for providing experiences
in which students will be able to work with children from

diverse socloeconomic and ethnic backgrounds,
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