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* PROJECT AFRICA - A SUMMARY

Project Africa was a social studies curriculum research and
development project designed to develop and test new fnstructional
materials, teaching guides, and content units for use in teaching
about the history and culture of Africa south of the Sahara in
. selected grades of American secondary schools. This project began

its program of developmental research on March 1, 1967 and cone
cluded fts work June 30, 1970. Copies of all research and tech-
nical reports and of all other materials developed and/or tested
by the project are available through the ERIC Document Reproduce
tion Service.

This project was a cooperative endeavor of many specfalists. .
It {nvolved the expertise of scholars in African studies, experienced
classroom teachers, specialists in curriculum, teaching, media and
evaluation and students themselves. Materials development generally
fnvolved preliminary design sessions each spring, summer vesearch
workshops involving up to eight experienced teachers and additional
consultants, editing and preparing materials each fall and class=
room field txiels the following spring. Certain basic or develop=
mental research, however, cut across this cycle and continued for
the duration of the project.

Project Africa's major efforts were devoted to the design and
evaluation of instructional materials on Africa south of the Sahara
for use with an inquiry-teaching strategy. These materials reflect
the best scholarship, are multidisciplinary in approach and include
a wide variety of audio, visual and written media. They can be used
by students of average ability and by teachers untrained either in
African studies or {n inquiry-teaching. Some of these materials are
designed for use in social studies courses in grades 7-10 and others
for use as resources in twelfth grade courses of study. All materials

are based on research into existing student knowledgs, already exist-
- ing matoriale and suggestions of experts as to what and how students
should study about Africa.

The project materials integrated into an {inquiry progrem of
study forusa in grades 7-10 were extensively evaluated during spring
1969. Four African specialists evaluated the content. TWentystwo
experienced classroom teachers used the materials as directed in
their classes for a period of sixteen weeks. African specialists,
teachers and students submitted evaluation reports on various
aspects of the program, A battery of pre~ and posttests was
administered to the experimental classas and matched control groups
to measure cognitive and affective outcomes,

While certain substantive errors were detected by the African
specialists, these were of a relatively minor nature and easily
correctable. The substance of the program was found to be generally
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accurate and representative of the best scholarship. Classroom
trials found that teachers inexperienced in inquiry-teaching could
use these materials satisfactorally. Both studeuts and teachers ;
enjoyed the program infitially although sixteen weeks of inquiry about
Africa left their enthusiasm somewhat diminished by June. Experi~
mental groups showed significant increases in knowledge about three
of four content areas and for two of these areas the increases were
significantly greater than those of control groups that studied
regular school curricula on Africa., However, there were no scigiift-
cant differentes in affective outcomes or in skills of inquiry be-
tween the stuients in the experimental and control groups, as
measured on project evaluation instruments.,

Classroom evaluation of these project materials thus suggests
that these materfals do work in actual classroom situations and that
their use as prescribed does lead to significant increases in know-
ledge about Africa south of the Sahara. It also suggests tnat ine
quiry teaching will work well with average ability students and can
be used by teachers untrained in its nuances. Furthermore, this re=-
search further substantiates other findings that teacher attitudes
sharply affect student attitudes about what they study. If the study
of Africa south of the Sahara is to change student attitudes signifi-
cantly, then it can only be done by convincing teachers this study
is worthwhile and enjoyable.

Project Africa also engaged in dissemination activities of
two kinds-=activities that were primarily informational in intent and
activities that were primarily of a teacher=training nature. A model
of a useful ineservice teacher=training program on Africa south of
the Sahara was utilized in these latter activities. Numerous proe
Ject pudblications were designed to communicate to educators the
research findings and the materials developed.

This project did accomplish its major objectives, although be=
caugse of reductions in funding and other reasons not all were ace
complished in au complete a form as possible. The basic research
that was undertaken and the large number of instructional materials
developed are available to interested educators and will be most
useful in their classrooms. Moreover, the work of the project sug-
geets & number of {mplications for future research and development
in the area of African studies, for flexibility in the use of funds
for such research, for training currifculum materfals developers in
the areas of inquiry-teaching and African studies and for research
to identify the attributes of good materials developers. 1Its work
pointed up a need for further evaluation of the long range impact
of the use of inquiry programs and of the effects of such programs
on cognitive and affective achievement of black students. Project
Africa's work also has {mplications for other social studies cur=
riculum development projects that may be organized in the future,
fmplications in the areas of rationale, staffing, use of funds,
areas of concentration, and relations to teacher training.
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PROJECT AFRICA = BACKGRDﬂND AND RATIONALE

Early in the 1760's social studies education in American schools
began to undergo a number of chenges. Three of these changes are most
striking. One area of change involvad what was being studied in the
typical social studies classroom. Shortly after 1960 educators began
to pay increased attention to bodies of content until then largely
ignored in the typical social studies curriculum. Awmong these new
bodies of content was the '"nonewestern! world.

A second change involved the types of learning outcomes urged
for the social studies classroom==conceptual knowledge, intelliectual
skills and attitudes and values began to replace fact-memorization
as major instructional objectives. Finally, changes in teaching
strategies were introduced, Serious attempts were launched to design
and implement teachingelearning strategies bullt around the idea of
inquiry. Project Africa represented in attempt to bring together
these three major types of curricular change and to focus them on
one specific area of social studies education==on the study of
Africa south of the Sahara in American secondary schools.

The primary purpose of Project Africa was to improve learning
about subeSaharan Africa at selected grade levels in our secondary
schools, This Project was conceived and proposed to the Bureau of
Cooperative Research of the United States Office of Education in
1965, approved for support by that Bureau in mid=1966 and funded
early in 1967. Operations began in March 1967 at The Ohio State
University but moved to Carnegie=Mellon University in Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania in September 1968 when Project Dixector Dr. Barry K.
Beyer joined the history faculty of that institution. Project
Africa coupleted its USOR-sponsored research on June 30, 1970.
This report 1s a summsry end evaluation of the forty-months work
of this project.

Background of the Project

Project Africa's origins lay in the needs of American secondary
school claserooms as perceived in 1965 as well aa in the social
studies curriculum and "nonewestern" studies movemente of the early
1960's. By 1965, tha necessity of improving student learning~=and
thus classroom fnstructionasabout Africa south of the Sahara was
a matter of national concern. Yet efforts toward improvement wers,
at best, narrovly local and, at worst, extremely superficial and-
ethnocentric. While a few asbitious school systems or state edu-
cation departments were engaged in some efforte at self~improvement,
thesa institutions generally lacked tha resources needed for a
constructive izpact on teaching about Africa within their owm schools
to say nothing of those bayond the confines of their immediate cone
stituencies.
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~.-Although over 80% of America's secondary schools in 1965 made
provision for some type of study about Africa south of the Sahara
some place in the curriculum, this study suffered from three basie¢ - -
shortcomings: the vast majority of teachers directing this study
were notoriously unprepared and/or misinformed about this region,
its peoples and their 1ife styles; instructional materials on -
Africa were conspicuous by their sparse numbers, poor quality, out-
dated content, and limited nature; and there was virtually no com~
munication between African specialists, Africans, educationists
and clagsroom teachers directed toward improving classroom instruc=~
tion about Africa south of the Sahara, When a number of state
education departments moved to increase drastically the amount of
time and depth to be devoted in their schools to the study of this
regicn and its peoples, these shortcomings were sharply accented.
What was needed was some type of curriculum improvement project to
remedy these shortcomings oa a national level. Since there already
existed several such projects of a national scope dealing with other
areas of the "non-vrestern" world, including Asia and Latin American,
creation of a similar nationally-supported project on Africa south
of the Sahara seemed quite possible and desirable.

Thus Project Africa came into being. This project was a’
curriculum improvement effort designed to improve a specific aspect .
of social studies learning==Africa south of the Sahara, a subject
of study in our schools then much in need of improvement. But
Project Africa was by no means a massive, all=inclusive effort to
remedy all the deficiencies that existed in the study of this subject
in American schools. This project, rather, was decidedly limited
in 1ts ohjectives and emphasis. Project Africa dealt only with
content about a part of Africa instead of the continent as a whole.
It focused only on secondary grades, grades seven through twelve.

It concentrated primarily on materials devolopment rather than on the
production of course outlines or on training teachers., It was con=
cerned about developing conceptual knowledge, not memorization of
facts and statistics. And finally, it elected to structure its
materials around inquiry strategies of teaching rather than around
more traditional expository approaches to instruction. By thus
limiting its focus, Project Africa hoped to generate the most wide=
spread and immediate improvements possible in classroom learning
ahnut Africa south of the Sahara. ,

Project Africa Rationale

Project Africa's research and development activities were based
on five basic decisions--decisions to focus on:

1) Africa south of the Sahara; '
2) Secondary social studies courses; '
3) Materials design and development;

4) Conceptual learning objectives; and "'
5) Inquiry~teaching strategies. »:";J




Reasons for these decisions constitufe the underlying rationale for
Project Africa.

Why Africa south of the Sahara? Why not the entire African

continent? The decision to focus on part of Africa rather than

on the entire continent as a whole grew out of the realities of the
American educational system as well as out of the state of current
scholarship and the needs of American society.

Africa south of the Sahara was, in 1965, studied as a unique
body of content in most American secondary schools. The world has
been traditionally divided by educators into a number of different
reglons for purposes of classroom study in geography, history, and
world cultures courses, and Africa south of the Sahara was one of
these regions, It was also one of the most poorly taught of these
regions. If any immediate improvement in the teaching of this region
was to be made, it seemed most wise that it should be done within
the context of existing approaches rather than by creating entirely

new structures and trying to persuade school districts to adopt
these.

Africa south of the Sahara is obviously a designation of convenience
rather than a precise geographical or cultural area. Certainly it is
true that Africa does exist as a single, continental land mass. It
is true that the peoples and lands north of the Sahara and those
south of the Sahara have a history of economic and cultural inter-
change going back at least five millenia and that, despite the for=-
midable barrier of this desert, the links between them have never
been savercd,

But Africa is too big to be understood with any degree of ac~
curacy by a continent~wide survey. Such a survey, especially in the
brief time available for it at the secondary level, in fact, tends
to obacure rather than facilitate meaningful insights about African
lands and peoples, It is precisely surveys such as this that have
led to the erroneous stereotypes and misconceptions which typify
what most Americans believe about this region today. Given the
great territorial extent, numerous cultural groups and other diverse
conditions of this lind mass, meaningful limits must be assumed. One
such 1imit 18 the immense Sahara Desert as it stretches across the
breadth of this continent.

To the north lie a tier of states predominantly Arab and Berber
in population, culture and affiliation. In modern times their links
with other Arab states in the Middle East have proved stronger than
those they possess with the states of Black Africa, history and pan=
Africanism notwithstanding. They have always becen part of a non=
African world=-Phoenician, Greek, Roman, Arab, Turkishe«-in a sense
that no sub=Sahacan area has ever been, at least until the modern
era. It is, indeed, virtually impossible to study or understand the
history and culture of northern Africa in isclation from the parallel
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history and culture of the Middle East and the lands of the Mediter-
ranean bssin.

To the south of the Sahara are states which must be regarded as
different culturally, ethnographically, and in their historical ex-
perience from those of the north. Sub~Saharan Africa is obviously
no clear=cut culture unit, Yet it does possess two clearly definable
traditions which mark it off not only from northern Africa but from
the rest of the world as well. Black Africa is an amalgam of hund=
reds of more or less diverse peoples living between the Sudan and
the southern tip of the continent. These peoples possess their own
languages, political and social organization, and life styles, but
they are all Black Africans and, as such, distinct. White Africa,
the European settler region of the south and center, is also clearly
different from those parts of the continent inhabited by indigenous
peoples and, for that matter, from anywhere else in the world.
Together these comprise a region that is unique. If American students
are to understand the African continent as a whole and, indeed, the
peoples of the entire world, they must first come to understand this
region south of the Sshara and its inhabitants.

Africa south of the Sahara certainly has long been considered
a viable region for purposes of classroom study. That it is a re~
glon particularly worthy of study {n American schools today is under=-
scored by several additional factors. A person named Maloney is
quite likely to be inextricably associated in the American public
mind with the Blarney Stone, the color green and whiskeyl! A person
named Graziano is almost certainly wedded to spaghetti, pizza and the
Italian "boot," A person named Gonzales is customarily associated
with tacos, tortillas, and tamalés. Aud black Americans are inesca=-
pably wedded to Africa south of the Sehara. How white Americans see
blacks and, indeed, how blacks see themselves is conditioned to a
large extent by how they both see that part of Africa lying south of
the Sahara. As long as most Americans see this land in terms of the
"Terzan" image-~-as they do--they are likely to view blacks, wherewver
they live, as little better than naked, dart=blowing, cannibalistic
savages., And they will act or react accordingly.

‘That the vast majority of Ameticans do have grossly distorted
images of Africa south of the Sahara is beyond dispute. Popular
knowledge about this region and its peoples is hardly better than a
mixture of myth, erroneous stereotypes and gross misimpressions.

Yet political, social, economic and other decisions are made at all
levels of our society on the basis of these inaccuracies, half-truths,
and fantasies. Continued existence in this rapidly changing world
requires that decisions which may affect our oun future as & nation
of diverse peoples must be based on the most accurate knowledge.

An up-toedate, in-depth study of Africa south of the Sahera will
not only help future citizens secure an accurate picture of this part
of their ¢ontemporary world, but will also help them develop an undere
standing of black peoples everywhete as human beings who, like all
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human beings, have a long past and high aspirations in a changing
world, who create thipngs express themselves in a wide variety of
ways and grapple with tha same basic problems that bother all
other kinds of people in the world. Such a study may lead to
insights that enable us to see ourselves~-whites as well as ’
blacks==as others sea us, to understand ourselves better in re=
iation te other people in our own society and to other societies
ag well., And, at the same time, the etudy of Africa south of the
Sahara may also serve as a medium through which can be examined
problems similar to ours but which, for a variety of reasons, are
closed to dispassionate, rational analysis and study.

Thus it is that Africa south of the Sahara was considered,
in 1965, and still today, as not only a historically, geographically
and culturally viable region for purposes of classroom study, but
moreover a region most worthy and even demanding of study in our
schools, Indeed, if any immediate contribution toward improved
learning about Africa and ourselves was to be made at all, it seemed
wise to work within the limitations of the social. studies curriculum
as it already existed rather than to design a totally new structure
which may or may not win later acceptance by a majority of schools.

Why secondary schnol grades? Why not the entire educational
curriculum?

Although study of Africa may be found ecattered at various
places throughout our elementary, secondary and college curricula,
it is most typically a required study only in secondary school
social studies courses~~as part of world geography or ''non-western"
studies surveys offered in seventh, eighth or ninth grades or in
world (European) history or area studies courses offered at tenth
and eleventh grade levels. Virtually all secondary school students==
whether they are academically slow, average or fast=-were and still
are=~required to take at least one of these courses. Students could
not avoid them and teachers could not avoid teaching them, even 1if
they were unprepared to do so. o '

The study of this region in grades 7-10 in 1965, regardless of
the title of the course in which it was found, usually followed a
common pattern., It was introduced with a geographical survey followed
by quick surveys of the people, economy, government, culture, history
and current problems. The traditional world (European) history course
usually touched on Africa south of the Sahara only when it figured in
European history, which customarily was during the "Age of Explora=-
tion," the "Partition of Africa," and the problems assoclated with
twentieth century nation-building. In general, the content selected
for study in all of these courses or events was basically descriptive
and emphasized things rather than people. In most instances, too,
ites acquisition represented the principal goal of the learning
experience. There was little doubt in 1965 but that if learning
about Africa south of the Sahara was to be improved, initial ate
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tention should be devoted to those grades in which it was already
established as a subject of study.

There was another factor to be considered here, too=~the students
themselves. Many students who take courses in which this region is
studied are not in these courses because they elect to be there;
their attendance 1s required. Furthermore, many of these students
are of average or below=average academic ability. This is especially
true in most world geography courses which -are customsrily required
of the "slower" students while the college=bound are channelled
into European history instead.

Moreover, most students (and especially the "slow' ard: average
ability students) are rarely intellectually involved in these coursges.
Learning in secondary school geography courses often consists almost
solely of coloring maps, outlining boundaries snd memorizing capital
cities, major products and the names of famous people. Learning in
many other social studies courses consists largely of memorizing
what teacher or text asserts is meaningful, significant, true or
just to be learmed! There seems to be little purpose in these
courses beyond that of mastering the facts. Consequently most
social studies classroom learning is rote and retained barely beyond
the unfit exem. It is neither transferable to other similar situa=" -
tions==nor applicable a few years later. Nor is it, for most
students, even enjoyable.

Why materials design and development? Why not teacher training

or some other approach toward improving instruction?

Whatever is taught in any given classroom is customarily
determined by either the teacher in that classroom or the instruce
tional material that is used., In either case where instruction
about Africa south of the Sahara is involved the results are likely
to be less than desirable.

The vast majority of social studies teachers charged with
teaching about Africa south of the Sshara have little or no academic
preparation in the history, goegraphy, or culture of this region,
Only a few of them have any significant training in the disciplines
of anthropology or geography or sociology. Ard very few are really
able to escape their own cultural limitations in examining the
cultures or history of peoples who appear to be quite different
from them. Opportunities to remedy these deficiencies by study or
travel, moreover, are not only infrequent but rather expensive,

This 1s as true today es it was in 1965.

Yet, in 1965 (and even now) there were efforts underway to
provide some special training on Africa to many of those teachers
who needed it most. Through the aid of special federal programs
(such as NDEA and EPDA institutes, fellowship progrems and the
like), state education department workshops, newly created univer=
sity courses and/or institutes and even local in=service projects
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hundreds of teachers received opportunities to become better acw
quainted with Africa and its peoples. Even teacher training in=
stitutions began to offer special courses in African studies to .
social studies teachers~to-be. Indeed, as massive as was the task
of teacher training and retraining that needed (and still needs)
to be done, in 1965 this job appeared to be underway~~and much -
work along this line has been accomplished in the time since then.

But having teachers knowledgeable about their subject and
able to escape their own cultural confines in teaching about it
does not necessarily lead to improved classroom learning. Good
instructional materials are as much a key to good learning as are
well-trained teachers. Even when teachers receive special training
on Africa, the limited number of relevant instructional materials
which they customarily feel are ‘available to them sharply restrict
what they can~-or feel they can==do.

In most classroom studies of Africa south of the Sahara, the
textbook, teacher monologue, globe, wall map and an occasional -
narrated film are the media most employed for instructioanl pur-
poses=~and hence the major conditioners of what is learned.
Generally it is the text book that largely determines the specific
content about Africa that is studied., Instruction and learning
about this region and its peoples have always tended to be that
of "covering the text" with little deviation at all from it.
Unfortunately, most texts on Africa south of the Sahara are
considerably outdated, superficial, inaccurate and didactic. So,
too, are the wall maps, globes, most films and even most teacher
monologues! Of course, in 1965 there did exist a small number
of other types of instructional materials on Africa which teachers
could have used had they known of their existence. Yet these materi-

als, too, suffered from sarious cont-ut and tochnical l{cdlta~’
tions, :

Consequently, in view of the facts that most classrooms are
staffed by teachers untrained on Africa-~but for some of whom at
least retraining programs appeared to be well underway=~and what
few materials existed were terribly inadeq.iate and showed few signs
of ever being improved, any real improvement in learning about
Africa south of the Sahara seemed to require immediate develop=~
ment and dissemination of a wide variety of new materials for use
in our classrooms, -. materials that would combine the latest and most
accurate scholarship with the great number of different media avail=
able for use in classroom instruction and learning and materials
which could be useful even in the hands of the vast majority of
teachers still uninformed about Africa aouth of the Sahara and
its peoples.

It ahould be noted here that since Ptojact Africa began {its
research an enormous quantity of commercially prepared new materials
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on Africa south of the Sshara has flooded our secondary school
classrooms. A superficial glance at these materials and their
great variety might suggest that they have accomplished what

this project set out to do. Not so. Although the quantity of
available instructional materials on Africa {8 now more than
adequate the quality is not. Almost all of the commercial
materials on Africa south of the Sahara produced over the past

few years suffer from a host of flaws-=flaws which sharply ree
strict or handicap the accuracy of potential classroom learning
about this region and its people. Most common among these flaws
are factual errors, repeated use of emotive or loaded words,
evidences of . ethnocentric bias, lack of balance, numerous un=
supported assertions, overerphasis on the exotic, misrepresenta=
- tion and, frequently, excessively high prices. Moreover, most of
these materials are extremely didactic and present content that is
primarily political, chronological or geographical in nature. There
1s 1little that focuses on people, that emphasizes culture or that
is from an African point of view.

Moreover, the materials produced in recent years, just as
those that were available in 1965, exist primarily as isolated
bits and pleces, totally unrelated to each other. Not only are
most classroom teachers unaware that they exist but, because they
lack time and expertise, these teachers are unable to weave these
materials together into a coherent, meaningful classroom study
for their students, Creating this type of integrated program
involving a wide range of accurate, audio, visual, written and
manipulative media 18 an essential aspect of improving learning
about Africa. Doing this is precisely what Project Africa was
all about, : .

Good materials are a prerequisite to improved instruction
about Africa south of the Sahara-~materials with a minimum of
flaws, reasonably priced and capable of use by teachers untrained
about Africa. These materials go far beyond the typical text or
supplemental paperback approach., Filmstrips, slides, tapes,
records, programs, maps, games, manipulative devices and trang=
parencies are media which must be useéd in any effort to undere
stand Africa and its peoples. Students cannot come to grips with
another culture via the printed page alone. There 18 an affective
element in knowing other peoples and it is developed only by
experiencing as closely as possible their culture. This means
using sight and sound &s well as print. A multi-media approach
to the study of Africa south of the Sahara is crucial to 1mproved
instruction about this region.

This does not mean showing a film one day, reading selections
from a text the next and then listening to a record. It is exe
tremely difficult to put together in a meaningful learning ex= ° -
perience a number of different cmadia produced by a numbey .of dif=
ferent producers, each with different qualifications, purposes,
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and objectives. What 1s needed 1s a carefully structured program
on Africa that employes a wide variety of visual, written and
manipulative media, all of which are intimately related to the
others. Since prospects of teachers receiving training were much
better than the prospects of their developing such programs Project
Africa decided to focus primarily on materials development.

Why conceptual learning objectives? Why not the usual learning
of facts and other data about this region?

Data learning is hardly worthwhile education. Especially -
where Africa south of the Sahara is concerned. While there is
an increading amount of knowledge and information available about
Africa south of the Sahara, it is by no means complete. There
are significant gaps in what is now known about this region and
its peoples. Scholarly research, however, is narrowing these
gaps, and each year vast amounts of new information become availw
able, Not only does this add to what is already known==it very
often challenges what was thought to have been true. Not only
does it help answer questions that already existe-it also raises
ney questions. What was once considered accurate data many times
is discovered to be inaccurate. Not only is the amount of data
about Africa south of the Sahara that could be learned assuming
massive, undigestible proportions=~it is being almost daily a1-
tered in both quantity and quality.

- There is little assurance, therefore, thaL whatever data
are lesrned one day about Africa south of the Sahara will be
accurate in later years, There is, furthermore, no indication
that learning place names, boundaries, principal resources, and
population statistics in any way guarantees any real understanding
of this region or its peoples==or will be of any use to a atudent
living in a twentieth and twenty-firet century world.

Hence, content about Africa south of the Sahara, as all bodies
of content, ought to be used as a vehicle to accomplish more useful
learning objectives. Of course, in repeated working with specific
data, the data itself will be learned. But the larger learnings
which this data can be used to develop will be the real goals and -
it is toward them that the learning experiences should be directed,
These larger learninge are conceptual 1n nature. _

: Conceptual objectives are of a aubstantive nature. These ’
include understandings and generalizations about human behavior '
everywhere; analytical concepts useful in making sense of exper-
ience; skills of intellectual inquiry; and positive attitudes about
school, learning, and life. It seems eminently more useful, for -
example, to learn that in Africa, as elsewhere, how a people live
is determined largely by their habitat, their level of technology,
their past history snd their culture than it is to learn that V!
the Masai drink the blood of their cattle. It seems much more - '«

i
;
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ugseful, furthermore, to conceptualize about the nature and process
of decisionemaking rather than memorizing the specific ways a
certain African people make certain types of decisions. It

seems even more useful to use content to develop the thinking
skills of the students rather than have them merely absord the
results--sometimes highly questionalbe results, too, especially
where Africa south of the Sahata is concernad==of someons else '8
thinking.

Thus, it was decided that Project Africa ought to devote
its efforts to building materials that would help students develop
conceptual objectives rather than memorize masses of data, perfect
skills of passive reception and develop the attitude that know-
ledge 1s made by othets to be stoted by students.

Why inguirz-teachigg gstra tegies? Why not more traditional
teaching mathods? -

There are many different ways to guide learning. Some of
these ways can best be described as teacher-directed or exposi-
tory strategies. Teachers, textbooks, and audio-visual media -
tell students the essential data, interpret it for -them and
explain its significance. Im all this the student is a passive
receptor of someone else's knowledge., It is his task to absorb
this information, memorize it and give it back on the next test.
This approach--essentially one of read, recite, and test--relegates
the student to a sponge~like role, and does little to develop the
intellectual powers tequisite fot conetructive citizenship in a
eociety such as ours, : . a

[P T (T S o

Another way to guide leatning is that frequencly described
as inquiry=teaching. - This strategy involves putting students .
in learning situations where .they must engage in the same intele-
lectual operations employed in active, problem-solving types of
situations=«in developing problems for investigation, hypothe=
sizing solutions, testing these hypotheses, drawing conclusions -
about their validity, applying them, if valid, to new data and
generalizing. Inquiry-teaching requires active involvement on
the part of the student and gives him considerable control over -
what 18 learned as well as how the leerning 1tse1£ tekes place. .

Inquity-teaching sttategies are among the most cteative,
rewarding, and stimulating instructional strategies available for
use in our classrooms., Research suggests that deliberate, con= -
scious utilization of skills and processes of inquiry lead not only
to the development of more meaningful knowledge but to knowledge
that is retained longer, that has greater transferability and that
is more relevant and useful to the learner.. Employment of thesa
skills stimulates intellectual curiosity and promotes active in=-,
volvement in the seeking of knowledge. It makes possible a creative
dealing with value=laden questions and issues. Learning and applying
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the techniques of asking questions of data, hypothesizing, verifying
hypotheses and drawing conclusions and the myriad of their associated
skills helps develop better than any way yet devised the skills of
learning how to learn, skills of critical importance in a world
whose most important feature is rapid, almost unlimited and un=
predictable change. And finally, inquiryateaching makes learning
fun=-=for teacher and student alike.

Furthermore, teaching for conceptual objectives requires the
use of inquiry-teaching strategies. Concepts, generalizations and
intellectual skills cannot be given to anyone so that they become
a useful part of their cognitive structure. Rather, concepts,
generalizations, and intellectual skills evolve in the mind of
the learner. Helping students conceptualize, generalize and
develop certain intellectual skills is the task of the teacher and
this con best be done-by putting students into inquiry=-oriented
learning experiences-=experiences in which they must engage in
active, intellectual inquiry. The use of inquiry~teaching stra=
tegies makes conceptual teaching possible.

Inquiry-teaching is particularly suited to the study of
Africa south of the Sahara for other reasons, too. What is known
about this region, its peoples, and their culture, history and-
life styles is in reality conditioned by how particular people=-
with all their cultural biases, unstated assumptions and unique -
methods of investigatione~have gone about studying them and writing
about the results of their studies. To teach the products of their
studies as a body of accurate data is thus a contradiction in terms.
But to teach it as a process of inquiry, as a process by which
people try to establish meaning out of a whole host of observed
data, is a most useful endeavor. Using inquiry~-teaching strategies
makes this possible., Its use helps students to learn how to
learn on their own by exploring how other people come to know
what they kcow and by engaging directly in the processes of
meaning-making. Such learning ranks among the highest objectives
of formal education today.

0f course, inquiry-teaching as an idea was not new in 1965.
It has been talked and written about for years. But it had rarely
been done, at least on a large scale. What was happening in
social studies in the mid-1960's centers around deliberate efforts
to use inquiry strategies as the basis of major curriculum im-
provement projects, efforts that could make such teaching a
clussroom reality for most teachers and students. Building in-
structional materials on Africa around such a strategy, offered
an opportunity to improve social studies instruction in general,
enliven study about Africa south of the Sahara in particular,
and at the same time generate a renewed interest in learning
among the average and below-average students involved in the
courses in which Africa south of the Sahara was studied.
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Summary

. Africa south of the Sahara, as a body of content, was vir~
tually unknown in 1965 to most secondary school teachers required
to teach about it, Yet these teachers were required to teach it. .
And students were required to learn it. The result was and long
has been a rather mundane study of the irrelevant, the erroneous,
and the culturally distorted. One solution to this problem is the
development of accurate, up-to-date, balanced instructional materi=
als that can be used by teachers to facilitate the best classroom
learning possible,

Even though improved instructional materiale may not by them-
selves guarantee ifmproved learning and teaching about Africa south
of the Sehara in our classrooms, without . them it is quite unlikely
that any changes (to say nothing of improvements) will occur at
all. Because most teachers are usually unaware of how their
biases color their teaching and because these teachers are generally
" unacquainted with content about Africa south of the Sahara, most of
what they teach is conditioned by the inadequate materials they now
use, Training teachers to be better teachers may point up the
inadequacies of these msterials, but this will wt provide better
materials in their stead. Since most classroom teachers have
neither the time nor the talent to build adequate instructional
materials on Africa south of the Sahara it is obvious they nust
get these from somevhere if thelr teaching is to improve., In
the final analysis good instructional materials are indispensable
to effective learning and teaching. This is especially true when
the subject 18 Africa south of the Sahara. Project Africa was
created to design and develop just such materials. :
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PROJECT STRUCTURE AND STAFF

Project Africa was essentially a creative endeavor. Its
primary goal was to design a series of highly integrated materials
that could be used for instructional purposes with students of
average and below-average academic abilities in various secondary
school grades. Project Africa was also a pioneering effort of
sorts. The body of content with which it dealt was relatively
unfamilfar to most educators and was in a state of continual change
and rapid expansion, Substantive resources were extremely difficult
to locate and in some cases were virtually non-existent or at least
unavailable. The strategy of teaching employed as the basic
structure for the project's materials was also new and unfamiliar
to most teachers and specialists. Furthermore, this strategy was
largely uuntried in a classroom setting. Most of the work under=~
taken by Project Africa, therefore, involved research and develop=
ment in areas largely unexplored by any previous curriculum re=-
search efforts. There existed no comparable previous research
on which to rely for guidance or support. ‘

Project Organization And Staff

In order to carry out a program of research and development
derived from the considerations and assumptions which comprise the
rationale described in the preceeding chapter, Project Africa
established a number of specific objectives. - It proposed'

a) To prepare an annotated bibliography of available cur=
riculum and teaching guides and instructional materials
on sub-Sgharan Africa.

b) To prepare a statement of eencept, understanding, attitude
' and ekill objectives for instruction on- sub-Saharan Africa.

c) To design, develop, and evaluate teaching and learnins
. materials, including written and audio-visual instruc=-
tional materials, based on scholarly research for use
- at the secondary level in learning about sub-Saharan
- Africa and its peoples. :
. KR . . .

d) To design, develop and evaluate teaching guides in-
cluding questions, problems and issues for discussion and
bibliographies of materials designed for specific grades
and keyed to existing topics, units and courses within
the social studies program.

e) To design, develop and evaluate content units on sube
Saharan Africa and its peoples for use in ninth grade
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world geography, tenth grade world history and senior
elective courses in secondary schools.

£f) To provide a core of classroom teachers around the
nation experienced in the development and design of
teaching~learning materials and trained to instruct other
teachers in the design and use of these and other materials
in the classroom,

g) To initiate, sponsor and aid in the direction of local
in-service workshops and institutes designed to train
taachers in the history, culture and development of
sub=Saharan Africa and the use and development of mae
terials, guides and outlines therein.

h) To stimulate a closer and more cooperative relation=-
ship between all those engaged in the education proe-
cess, including scholars, professional educators, class=
room teachers and educationel technicians.

Realization of each of these objectives, of course, was intended
to enable the project to accomplish its ultimate goal: getting

a wide variety of new instructional materials and teaching-learn=
ing aids on Africa south of the Sahara into the public domain
where they would be {wmediately available for adaptation to the
special requiroments of specific curricular programs, students
and interests and for immediate use in the classrooms of American
schools,

Program of Operations

To accomplish {ts objectives, Project Africa was organized
so that, in general, basic research was conducted each spring,
materi als were designed during special summer research workshops
and experimental versions of these materials were prepared during
the following fall for classroom tryout the next spring., In ade
dition, certain research and development activities were on-going
undertakings that cut across this broad structure, but geuerally
speaking, this cyclical pattern was the organizational scheme
of the entire project. The project's overall operational proe
grem ls descridbed in Figure 1.
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The first phase of Project Africa's developmental research
concentrated on basic research into all aspects of teaching about
Africa south of the Sahara relevant to the project objectives,
Efforts were mude to identify and analyze what already existed
in terms of curriculum and materials; what teachers, African
specialists and educationists proposed for the future; and what
Project Africa ftself could specifically do. These efforts in-
volved detalled studies of local and state curriculum guides,
commercially available instructional materials, the professional
literature on teaching about Africa, and scholar and teacher
opinions and suggestions. In addition, a survey of student
impressions and knowledge about Africa south of the Sahara was
designed and administered to gelected secondary school students
throughout the United States. From this research emerged a sharp
awarenaess of specifically what had been done and still needed to
be done in teaching about this region and its peoples--including
pitfalls to be avoided, gaps to be filled and areas of major
concern to educators and students alike. S

Thereafter, the Project datermined to focus its efforts on
developing an integrated program of materials, teaching guides
and content units for use {n seventh through tenth grade courses
vherd Africa is normally studied in American schools. After -
developing guidelines for the design of such a program, the
Project davoted the summer of 1967 to researching and designing
model materials embodying the results of the latest and best ' -
scholarship on Africa and utilizing a wide variety of differeat
sudio, visual and printed media. During the Pall these model
materials were then structured into teaching units built on an
inquiry-teaching strategy and edited and prepared for trye-out in
a n:nber of classrooms throughcut the nation during the following
spring.

These classroom trials revealed both the shortcomings and the
strengths of these model materials. During the summer of 1968,
the project's materials were completely revised, new materials
developed and others discarded. Fall 1968 was devoted largely

to weaving thesa into a cavefully integrated sixteen week program
of study that included detatled daily lesson plans and many dif-
ferent types of audio, visual end written media. Simultanecously
plans were prepared for a formal, nationwide classroom try-out
and evaluation of this program of study. This try-out was cone
ducted during the spring semester of 1969 in twenty=three school
systems located in various regions throughout the United States.
The publication of the results of this evaluation and the deposit
in the public domain (via ERIC) of the materials used ia the .
formal :1eld trials concluded this second phasa of the project
research, , T

——

*see Chaptef 111 for detatled cescrlptiond.of this rosecarch.
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Project Africa's final phase of research and development was
devoted to preparing model materials for use in twelfth grade
social studies courses. Activities associated with this endeavor
were organized similarly to those {nvolving the design of the
7-10th grade programs of study., Guidelines for the design of
the twelfth grade units were devised during the spring of 1969
while thq 7-10th grade materials were undergoing formal class=
room evaluation, During that summer material for model units
was researched. During the following fall, winter and spring
this research was rewritten and edited into resource units and
their associsted instructional materials. Because there was
neither time nor funds for worthwhile classroom try-out of these
units, however, the project was unable to evaluate them under
actual classroom conditions. Consequently, these mcdel materials
were deposited directly in the public domain as resource units
rather than as an actual classroom program of study.

Of couree, throughout the forty months devoted to the re=
search and development activities just described, numerous other
research and development continued. Identification of useful
audio and visual resources and development of prototype model
materials was an extremely long, drawneout task and, in some
instances, took several years to complete. Compilstion, analyais
and reporting of surveys and field test results also was an on=
going effort that cut across other developmental activities.’ So,
too, was identification and analysis of all the commercially pree
pared instructional materials available for use in studying Africa
south of the Sshara in American ¢1assrooms.

This last undertaking, for example. started as aiuple rer
search into a relatively small number of existing materials in
March 1967 but mushroomed to becomn an extremely time-consuming,
extended offort es literally hundreds of new instructional materi-
als appeared in subsequent montha. Thus, while the materials
development work of Projact Africa was organized around a cycle
of design, editing, field trial evaluation and dissemination,
other research activities continued in operation throughout the
entire duration of the projeet.

"~ Project Staff

A multitude of talents were required to accomplish tha obe
Jectives set for Project Africa, Hence, the project staff included
a nucber of specialists in African studies; in teaching, learning
and eva;j iation} and {n curriculum design, materials and wmedia,
Project Africa was, in a word, a cooperative effort of Africen
scholars, experienced classroom teachers, students, madia teche
niclans, and educationfsts,

“

Most of the work on Project Africe was conducted end directed
by a permanent staff of foureea diractor, asnoeiatq director, res
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search associate and administrative secretary. Administrative
tasks such as routine correspondence, budget preparation and
administration, workshop and field survey evaluation, co=
ordination and report writing were handled by the director,

Dr. Barry K. Beyer. Overall direction of the project research
and development activities was also his responsibility as was

the design, editing, production and distribution of all project
materials==including audio and visual as well as written ma~
terials. In addition, the director played a major role in
creating most of the sudio=visual materials, teaching strategiles,
content units and student materials. Approximately 90% of his
overall contract time was devoted exclusively to the work of this
project.

The associate director, Dr, B. Perry Hicks, was co=author with
the director of the project and played a major role in all of its
activities. Since, in the interim between approval and funding
of the project, he had joined the faculty of a university some
diotance from the institutions where Project Africa maintained
offices, Dr., Hicks fulfilled his role on a part-time congultetive
basis during each academic year and on a full=-time basis during
each summer quarter, Dr. Hicks assumed major responsibilities
for dasigning the nationwide survey of student impressions of
Africa and for designing the formal field trials of the 7-10th
grade materials and compiling and analysing their resultas., . He
also engeged in considerable substantive research and baaie
materials design and evaluation.

The position of project research associate was filled by
graduate students in social studies education at The Ohio State
University and by graduate students in history at Carnegie-Mellon,
In each case the student filling this position was an expoerienced
classroom ieacher eagaged in doctoral study at his respective in=
stitution.” In general, these part-time research associates as-
sumed, in tura, many responsibilities for certain dasic research
and/or development activities of the project, such as surveyiung
and analyzing existing instructional materials on Africa, col-
lecting statfstical data on all aspects of African history and
development, designing selected wmodel units and associated ma-
terials <nd analyzing and preparing technical reports on various
aspects of the project's field triale evaluations.

The adainiatrativa secretary not only handled all the routine
office, clerical, and secretarial chores typically associated with
any curriculum development endeavor of the magnitude of Project
Africa=-=and these were voluminous uwnd most timee-consusing=-but
aleo typed, retyped, duplicated, assembled and boxed all the re-
ports, teaching guides, content units and written instructional

*See Appendix A for a list df Project Africa staff, consultants,
experimenting teachers and contributors.
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materials produced by the project. MNeedless ro say, these tasks
constituted more than a full-time responsibility.

The quartet of staff members just described constituted the
core personnel of Project Africa. But in addition, the project's
staff included a consideralbe number of other educators and specila-
lists. Some of these staff members served the project on a con-
tinuing but part~time basis. Others provided consultative as-
sistance at rather irregular intervals whenever their expertice
was needed, Some of these consultants were classroom teachers;
others were university scholars specializing in African studies;
while still others were educationists specializing in curriculum
and evaluation or technicians with expertise in the graphic arts
and/or educational media. And some were students.

Clessroom teachers played a mujor role in Project Africa,
A number of teachers, experienced in working with the kinds of
studente for whom project materials were to be designed and also
knowledgeable about Africa south of the Sahara as the result of
extensive university study, travel and/or residence in Africa
itself were regularly employed summers to research and design
materials for the project. Some of these teachers also were
employed during the academic year following their summer cure
riculum research to experiment with and evaluate project ma=
terials in their own classrooms, Other teachers, a few somewhat
knowledgeable about Africa but most lacking any formal prepara-
tion in African studies, served the project as classroom evalua=-
tors and as teachers of field trial class2s in which project
materials were tested.

Academic speclalists, on the other harid, served the project
in somewhat different roles, A trio of university scholarsee
Professors Graham W. Irwin of Columbia University, Burton Wite
thuhn of The Ohio State University and James Vaughan, Jr., of
Indiana University=-=-provided regular, continuouc. guidance to the
project throughout its existence. These scholars, meeting with
other members of the project ataff in special planning, evaluative
and research conferences and work sessfons, helped develop guide-
lines for project materials, critiqued and assisted in tha cres~
tion of soma of these materials themsalves, located and provided
pertinent research data and generally authenticated the content
used {n the project's mstarials, Professor Witthuhn, in eddition,
played a major role in designing a number of visual, manipulative
and programmed materials developed by the project. Rach of these
scholars worked closely and continuously with the teachers and other
staff engaged in the project's research and development activities.

Other university specialists on Africa also played isportant
roles in the work of Project Africa. Soma, such as Professors
Pred Burke, Absolom Vilakazi and Vaernon McRay provided repeated
counsel and direction and also participated extensively in the
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project's evaluation and dissemination activities. Many pro=
vided materials, often the zesults of years of personal research,
and loaned slides and tape recordings to the project for experi-
mentation. Others offered suggzstions as to sources of needed
information and at times provided this information itself. Al-
though Project Africa was neither a part of nor sanctioned by the
African Studies Association, this association used its services
and good offices to put the project in touch with numerous unive
ersity scholars who provided other valuable advice and assistance.

Project Africa also benefitted greatly from the contributions
of a number of specfalists in testing, evaluation and teaching.
Professors Kelly Duncan of The Chio State University and Clarence
Williaems of The University of Rochester and Dr. Dana Kurfman of the
High School Geography Project provided special assistance in cur-
riculum structure and field trial evaluatfou. Numerous other
educationists loane? slides and other materials to the project, as
for that matter did interested classroom teachers not otherwiae
involved in our work,

Graphics ertists, professional photographers, media teche
nicians and educational materials specialists played important
roles in the work of Project Africa, too. Because the project
attempted to produce a wide variety of audio and visual materi-
ale, their assistance and advice was especially valuable. The
design and development of singla-concept filmstrips, student
maps, overhead transparencies and pregrammed texts benefitted
greatly from their expertise.

Students, too, participated in Project Africa, albeit not as
formal staff members. Over three hundred seventh, eighth and tenth
graders participated in the Spring 1968 classroom experiments with
project model materials to determine their feasibility as instruce
tional and learning tools. Rach of thase students prepared weekly
and unit evaluations; many of them wrote extensive critiques about
these materials offering detailed suggestions for improvement;
approximately half of these students prepared teped commentaries
about the materials they used; a large number were interviewed
in their classes for reactions to the project materials and pro=
gram. An alditional saven hundred students participated in the
more fomal, sixteen week field trials during Spring 1969, Thus,
students played a significant role as users and evaluators in
shaping the work of Project Africa.

Although Project Africa's permanent staff was quite small
in numbere, the Project itself did employ the services of a large
number of specialiets in various areas of concern to the project's
work. Some of these specialists served the project on a vontinuous
Lf somewhat part-time basie during {ts entire period of operation.
Others provided assistance vhen it was most needed. Bventhough
the overall efforts of all these consultants, contributors and
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staff were coordinated, supervised and woven together by the
director and associate director, in the last analysis Project -
Africa's work must be regarded as the result of a cooperative
effort on the part of msa.y people.

o LR [ o . BNV

Major Activities of Project Africa

The work of Project Africa's staff-=that is the activities
in which they engaged=«can be classified into three basic areas .
of curriculum research and development. There were activities
involving the (1) design and development of instructional pro=
grams and materials on Africa south of the Sahara, (2) evaluation
of these instructional materials and (3) dissemination of infor-
mation about materials and methods for teaching about Africa south
of the Sahara,

The majority of Project Africa's efforts were devoted to
activities of this first type--activities relating to the creation
of new instructional programs and materials for use in teaching
about Africa south of the Sahara. These activities were quite
diverse and, as noted above, consumed considerable time and re-
sources, BExtensive research into all dimensions of teaching about
Africa had to be conducted even before the broadest outlines of
any new program on Africa could be devised. Once this general
structure was designed, however, then the much more difficult
creative tasks of selecting objectives, 4identifying content,
locating appropriate audio, visual and written sources and pre~
paring actual learaing materials had to be undertaken. Finally,
it was necessary to weave all these materials into complete, day-
by-day lessons, these lessons into units and these units into the
structure for which they were originally designed-=all of this
around a detailed but relatively new and untried strategy of
inquiry-teaching. The pitfalls in these activities are obvious,
indeed.,

Evaluation of the materials and program designed by Project
Africa staff and consultants was a second major project activity,
This evaluation had several dimensionsesit included both formsl
and informal evaluations, classroom tryouts and conference cri-
tiques, and evaluations by project staff as well as outside con-
sultants. Much evaluation was actually part of the developmental
process itself, However, the most significant evaluation activities
involved classroom tryout and evaluation of a major portion of
the materials created by the project.

Pinally, dissemination is an important aspect of any cure
riculum improvement effort, Although Project Africa originally
propogsed a dissemination effort of major proportions, reductions
in funda seriously limited its efforts in this direction. Nevere
theless, the Project ataff did undertake & number of activities
designed to disseminate to interested educators not only the
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results of its own developmental research but also a wide variety
of information and assistance relative to teaching about Afrlca -
south of the Sahara in Amerfican secondary schoole. i -

The products and results of each of theae basic types of
project activity~-materials development, evaluation and dis-
semination=-constitute the fruits of Project Africa's research,
Bach of these contains lessons and implications for similar
curriculum research that may be undertaken in the future., Hence,
each deserves more detailed discussion here. The following three
chapters focus, in turn, on each of these aspects of curriculum .
development as undertaken by Project Africa.

.
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III

MATERIALS DESIGN AND DEVELOPMENT

Project Africa was created primarily to design new instruce
tional materials, Three different groups of such materials were,
in fact, developed and placed in the public domain by the project.
The most comprehensive group of materials comprised a flexible,
sixteen~-week program of etudy entitled Africa South of the Sahara:
An Inquiry Program for Grades 7-10.* A second group consisted of
resource units and associated materials for use in twelfth grade
courses of study., Finally, a number of other materials, prototypes
of which were designed by the project but not included in either
the 7-10th grade or the twelfth grade groups of materials, were
also produced, The purpose of this chapter is to describe these
materials and the principles upon which they were based.

. ﬁaaic Research

Bffective curriculum development on Africa south of the
Sshara requires a rather detailed understanding of the current
state of teaching and learning about this region in American
schools as well as a sense of desirable future directions.
Accordingly, the staff and consultants of Project Africa directed
initial developmental research into three general areas: -

(1) What selected American secondary school students
knew and believed about Africa south of the Sshara.

(2) The types and characteristics of commercially prepared
materials that could be used in secondary school class=
room study about Africa south of the 8qhara.

(3) what educators and specialists on Africa suggested as
dasirable directions, structures, methods, materials
and points of emphasis in any secondary level study
of this region and its people. )

This research generated the basic structures and guidelines
around vhich were developed the materials created by Project
Africa, : )

Student Survey: Worthwhile study ebout any aubject cannot
be undertaken without considering what students already know or
believe about that subject., In order to determine precisely

¥Although the original project propossl called for developing
waterials for use in grades 9, 10, and 12, at the suggestion of
the U, 8, Office of Bducation materiale were also designed for use
in other junior high school grades,
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what American secondary school students already did kunow about
Africa south of the Sahara, Project Africa conducted=-during the
Fall of 1967--a special survey of 3259 seventh and twelfth grade
students in 28 school systems in 24 different states representing
all major sections and types of schools in the United States. The
survey waa designed to provide data about student knowledge of
Africa both before and after any organized secondary school class-
room study of this region and its people. :

Our survey consisted of two instruments. One, a world re-
gions perception instrument, consisted of an outline map of the
world, divided into seven regions, and ninety cards, each con=
taining a different word or phrase. Each student was asked to
place each of his ninety cards on the region with vhich he as~
sociated its word or phrase on first sight., These cards were
then placed in eppropriately labelled envelopes and returned to
the project for analysis, The second instrument was a multiple~
choice test of student knowledge about African history, economic
development, culture, indigenous society, physical geography, and
current affairs,

Analysis of the su-v:y results revealed that Americean students
possess a very clear-cuc and strongly stereotyped image of Africa
south of the Sahara=-an image that can best be described as ''Tarzan=
like." Africa, to the vast majority of these students was a hot,
primitive, backward, underdeveloped land~-a land of jungles and
deserts, populated by wild animals on the one hand and by naked,
black savages on the other. Of the ninety stimulus words or phrases
included in the survey, over 75% of all the students surveyed as-
sociated the terms listed in Figure 2 with Afrlca south of the
Sehara. :

The results of the multiple-choice knowledge test were in
keeping with the stereotyped impressions revealed by the first
inatrument. The students surveyed knew relatively little correct
information about Africa south of the Sahara, Twelfth graders seemed
to know more about most aspects of Africa than did seventh graders,
yet both groups knew very little about indigenous African society
and culture and virtually nothing at all about Africa's history
before the European penetration. Moreover, neither seventh nor
twelfth graders scored significantly higher than chance on any of
the sub-tests of the knowledge instrument.

Although certain patterns did emerge in the analysis of these
data by types of schoals and regions of the nation, it was not
possible to make any precise generalizations, Both knowledge and
stereotyped impressions appeared to be more evident in urban and
suburban schools than in rural schools. Both knowledge and the
tendency toward these same stereotypes ware least strong in the
West. But, mowr significant was one other result of this survey-~
analysis of the results suggested that those students who are best
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Figure 2

Stimulus Terms Placed In Africa South of The Sahara
Dy At Least 75 Percent of the Students

SEVENTH GRADE TWELFTH GRADE
Stimulus Percent Stimulus Percent
Terms Terms
Wild Animals 87.25 W'itch Dockors 92,78
Daktari 85.32 Wild Animzls 91,40
Elephants 84,32 Drums 91.00
Witch Doctors 84.66 Daktari 90,69
Jungles 79.64 Black 89,45
Tigers 79.38 Spears 89,72
Spears 79.17 Tribe 88.19
Tribe 78,36 Savages 88.08
Natives 77.98 Elephants 86.65
Poison Darts 77.57 Natives 86.49
Drums 77,33 Cannibalse 84.90
Black - 76.94 Pygmies 84.11
Savages 75.90 Poison Darts 82,06
: ' Naked 78.21
Tigers 77.66
Jungles 76.12

inforued about Africa south of the Sahara, twelfth grade urban

and suburban students, are also most likely to be the most wis-
informed about it, to hold with greater certainty most of the
erroneous stereotyped impressions typical of the existing 'Tarzane
like" image described above.

The results of this survey accented a number of limitations
of traditional classroom study about Africa south of the Sahara.
They also pointed up serious deficierncies and gaps in this study
and suggested not only certain objectives for project developed
materials, but also areas of study where heavy emphasis was needed,
A complete technical report of this survey, including a detailed
analyclc of its implicatiions for teaching, was prepared under the
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title, Images of Africa: A Report on What American Secondary
School Students Know and Believe About Africa South of the
Sahara.*

Survey of Available Instructional Materials: Examination
of existing commercially-prepared learning materials on a par-
ticular region can lead to useful insights into significant
weaknesses and gaps in materials already available for classe-
room use, and by so doing suggest desirable directions for future
materials development. Therefore, Project Africa's staff con-
ducted an extensive survey of all the commercially prepared
instructional materials on Africa south of the Sahara which
exinted at the project's inception and which became available
during subsequent months,

This survey consisted basically of two distinct efforts.
The first effort was a content analysis of a number of the most
widely used and readily available textbooks in secondary school
world geography and world history or world culture courses.
What this study revealed was not at all unexpected or surprising.
Almost without exception, the treatment of Africa in the hard-
cover textbooks examined was distinguished by superficiality,
ethnocentric bias, outdatedness and innumerable factual errors.
This was as true of the pictures and illustrations included in
each book as it was of the text itself. Moreover, the didactic
style in which these volumes were written grossly distorted what
is really kncwn about this region of the world.

The second aspect of the project's instructional materials
survey dealt with non-textbook instructional materials. Project
staff identified and obtained for examination over two hundred
lémm films specifically on Africa south of the Sahara as well
as over five hundred other pieces of material ranging from paper-
back texts to written programs, simulations, slide sets, film-
strips, records, tapes, 8mm film loops, games, realia, art
reproductions, ovsrhead transparencies, and so on.

Examination of each of these materials revealed thelr over=
all strengths and weaknesses as conveyors of information about
Africa as well as learning tools. We found, for instance, that
the vast majority of commercial materials on Africa suffer from
one or more serious limitations=-~-including factual inaccuracies,
various types of bias, imbalance or distortion, unsupported
assertions, use of "loaded" words, and overemphasis on the exotic
and unusual as well as misleading titles, poor quality, excessive
length and other more mechanical flaws. In addition, we found,

*
See Appendix B for a complete 1isting of all technical reports
prepared and produced by Project Africa
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as in the case of the textbooks examined, an overemphasis on the
European period of Africa history, on physical geography, on
products and capitals and on political history, while there was
an almost complete lack of attention to African culture, society,
the arts~-past and present=-as well as to African history prior
to the European penetration.

This survey thus helped the Project identify weaknesses to
be avoided in materials development. It also revealed certain
content areas, media and techniques that receive inadequate
attention or use in classroom learning about Africa., Finally,
the survey resulted in identifying a rapidly increasing number
of materials that, inadequate as they were, alraady did exist and
could be used by creative, well-informed teachers to aid their
teaching about Africa. Subsequently, annotated descriptions of
these materials were qotpiled in a report entitled, Africa South
of the Sahara: A Resource Guide for Secondary School ol Teachers
that was distributed free to interested teachers and deposited
in ERIC for future use by other educators. : :

Survey of the Exgerts- The resulta of the student survey
and the survey of avallable instructional materials were partially
confirmed and emplified by a survey of the opinions and suggestions
of "experts" contained in their writings in the professional liter=-
ature, in state and local curriculum guides, and in working papers
prepared for use by the project. The purpose of this survey was
to identify what educationists and specialists on Africa south
of the Sahara believe American students ought to learn about
this region, how their study of it might best be structured and
what materials might be most useful. Working papers on these
same topics, epecially prepared by selected classroom teachers
and social scientists, provided additional information about
commonly-held but erronecus stereotypes, suggested knowledge
objectives, and guidelines requisite for developing a worthwhile
study of this region, ' Analyses of over one hundred state and
local curriculum guides on Africa provided an insight into what
was being tuught--and thus also not taught-=-and the materials
schools considered most useful. » -

The survey of the professional literature on teaching about
Africa proved to be by far the most revealing aspect of this
regsearch. One of the most significant revelations of this survey
was the fact that the study of Africa south of the Sahara in
American schools, and the why, what and how thereof, had never
been of much concern to American educators and specialists on
Africa, at least as measured by the quantity and quality of
writing devoted to it. Some opinions were found on all of these
topics, of course, but they tended to be widely scattered, overly
general and somewhat superficial. Only one educator, Professor
Leonard S. Kenworthy, seemed to have developed a coherent approach
to the study of Africa in American schools. What was found else-
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where was vague, indeed. Although various rationale and objectives
for studying this region were identified, almost all were oriented
primarily toward understanding Africa as it related to other parta
of the world or to the United States and its role in world politi=
cal or economic affairs, What suggestions were made about content
to be studied seemed to strees unlearning a few select myths snd
stareotypes. Virtually nothing specific was uncovered regarding
ugeful ways to organize a sacondary-level classroom study of
Africa. A report on this study was also prepared by the Project.

The three types of research outlined here were conducted
simultaneously, although the survey of available learning ma-
terials continued far bayond the completfon of the other studies.
The results of these efforts were useful in two ways. From
them evolved a precise rationale and specific objectives for
Project Africa as well as datalled guidelines for. its operation
and for the materials it was commissioned to develop. In
addition, those aspects of the research deemed most relevant
to classroom teachers were compiled and published in four reports
80 they would be immediately available to teachers. Coples were
distributed to interested eéducators and were also placed in the
public domain for distribution through the ERIC Document Repro-
duction Sarvice. These reports are:

1, Africa South of the Sahara: A Resource Guide for

Secondary School Teachers. (1968) This 210 page
gulde contains a descriptive bibliography of over
500 commercially-prepared, non=£film materials on
Africa as well as summaries of the Project's student
" survey and survey of the literature, and a state~
" ment of guidelines for developing local programs
of atudy on Africa south of the Sahara.

2, New Instructional Materials on Africa South of the
- Sahara. (1970) A 46 page supplement to the above,
‘containing descriptions of over 200 instructional
" materials published between September 1968 and
March 1970, Ce

3. Imsges of Africa: A Report on What American Secondary
School Students Know and Belleve Abouf. Africa South of
the Sahara. (1968) This 36 page report is the tech~
nical report of a nationwide survey of selected students
to identify what typical American students know and
imagine about this region. ' It includes detailed
presentation and analysis of the results of the survey
as well as a discussion of its implications for tha
claaaroom. s o

[
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4, Africa South of the Sshara: An Objective Test for
Secondary Schools and World Regions Perception Survay.
(1968) This report coneists of copies of the test
instruments used in the nationwide survey of students
accompanied by answer key and directions for administra-
tion.

Africa South of the Sahara: An Inquiry Program
for Grades 7-~10

The majority of materials developed by Project Africa cone-
stitute a special sixteen-week, carefully integrated program of
study entitled Africa South of the Sahara: An Inquiry Program
for Grades 7-10, This program of study was designed in accordance
with epecific guidelines established by the Project staff and
consultants based on their preliminary research and study. These
guidelines specified that any program of study and materials on
Africa south of the Sahara for use in grades 7-10 in American
schools should be:

1. Immediately_yseful. They should be capable of being used
within existing world geography or ''non-western" studies
courses in grades 7-9 and/or world cultures or world
history courses traditionally offered in the 10th and
11th grades.

2. PFlexible. The program of study should be both a one-
semester course complete in itself without need for
any prerequigites and at the same time be useful as
part of a larger course of study if desired. All
major units should fit together as a complete whole,
but each unit should also be complete in itself so
that it can be "plugged into" any existing, relevant
programs of study.

3. For use by the typical students. The program and its
associated materials should be capable of use by and
with students of average reoding ability. and intellectual
abilities, but materials for use by students of lower
as well as above-avetage ability levels should also be
included.

* 4, Conceptually-oriented. Content about Africa should not
- be treated as an end in itself but rather used to ful-
fill the objectives of the curriculum and course of
vhich it 18 a part. This content should serve not only

as a goal (to be learned) but also as a vehicle to
achieve broader cognitive and affective objectives of
the social studies.
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5.

6.

7.

Specifically, the primary emphasis ought to be on
people and human behavior., Study should focus on vare
ious aspects of four or five cultures (selected to
represent different regions, different cultures, dif-
ferent forms of government and so on)., The students
should generalize about their common features and note
significart differences, explore hcw and why these exist
and examine the current problems, changes and trends
which affect Africans., Such a study should lead to the
development of understandings which, when evaluated,
should lead to the development of generalizations
valid for Africa south of the Sahara., These generali-
zations should then be cousidered tentative hypotheses
and used as tools to investigate other world regions

in the quest for valid generalizations about people of
other cultures including our own.

Multi-disciplinary: No single discipline can tell the
whole story of any people or culture including those-of
Africa. Consequently basic analytical concepts of all
social science disciplines (such as concepts of role,
status, norm, sanctions, spatial interaction, resource
and so on) should be used to give meaning to data as
well as serve as basic learning objectives.

Highly-selective: The program should avoid any attempt
to "cover" all facets of the region just as it should
avoid any attempt to hopscotch across the continent by
studying only one example of each feature. Content and
objectives selected must be relevant to and consistent
with the broader objectives of the course of which the
study of Africa is a part as well as of the overall goals
of the entire social studies program. Teaching complex
ideas with too 1little knowledge and teaching too much
about too many places in too short a time should be
avoided. The content selected must be studied in-depth.

Studied from the inside: The program should attempt to
study Africa from the African point of view--not through
the eyes of another culture. Students should read ma-
terials written by African authors and experience as
nearly as possible first~hand contact with African
culture and society by using and studying art, litera-
ture, music, folklore, and other physical and intel=-

. lectual products of African culture. In so doing the

study should avoid:

' a) emphasizing as cypical the exotic, unusual
and strange.



b) giving the impression that Africans are
inferior to other cultural groups.

c) treating the region only as it relates
to the United States.

d) making invidious comparisons.

8. Based on the best scholarship: Content used and con-
ceptual knowledge selected as objectives should represent
the highest standards of scholarship, Students must
deal with various interpretations of features studied
where these exist, This study should by no means convey
any sense of utter finality; it should not appear to
present the ultimate truth about Africaus or Africa.
Rather, the program should strongly suggest the limita-
tions on what is known as a certainty about Africa south
of the Sahara. It should suggest open-mindeduess and
uncertainty., A spirit of inquiry should be reflected
and fostered.

9. Inquiry-oriented: This program should be learner-centered.
Students should be required to engage in learning exper-
iences in which they must engage in all the intellectual
operations that constitute inquiry. They should be guided,
stimulated and encouraged to use data to build their own
perceptions rather than swallow unexamined those of other
observers.,

10, Multi-media. A wide variety of audio, visual and written
media should be used in this program, Media should be
employed that can help students feel African life and
culture and that will involve them in active intellectual
efforts at inquiry.

Africa South of the Sahara = An Inquiry Program for Grades
7-10 is designed in accord with these guidelines. It can be used

in any grade, seven ‘through ten, where Africa south of the Sahara
is already studiede--generally in world geography, world history
and/or world cultures courses--and by students of average, as well
as below or above average academic ability. It is conceptually=-
oriented and multi-disciplinary in approach. It provides an
opportunity to study Africa from the inside and in=-depth. It is
built around an inquiry stratégy that requires students to use

" information about Africa to achieve broader cognitive and affective
objectives., Content used in this program reflects the highest
standards of scholarship as well as the findings of the most re=
cent scholarly researchi And the program is highly flexible--it
may be used as a one semester course complete in itself or its
major components may be used independently of each other by

being "plugged into" existing courses.
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Africa South of the Sahara:: An Inquity Program for Grades
7-10 aims essentially to destroy erroneous stereotypes and correct
misinformation commonly held about Africa south of the Sahara,
to help students develop a clearer perception of themselves
per se and in relation to others in our own society, and to
develop the skills and attitudes requisite for effective inde-
pendent learning in the future. The entire program is designed
so that students will enjoy learning and will succeed at it, thereby
perhaps developing a more positive self-imaga than they othetruriae
might have.

This program of study consists of the equivalent of twenty
4=5 day units, each with its own specific cognitive and/or affective
objectives. Study of each of these is intended to help students
achieve the general objectives of the complete program which
include:

Cognitive

1, To know selected concepts from the social sciences,
concepts such as role, areal association, citizen-
ship, decision-making, socialization, and landscape,
so that when confronted with néw data about other
peoples these concepts may be used to oxrder that
datao

2. To know meaningful generalizations about human behavior
in Africa so that given an opportunity to study other
peoples these generalizations may be used as organizing
hypotheses. :

3. To know specific factual information about Africa south
of the Sahara so that when presented with statements
about its lands and peoples erroneous stereotypes,
misimpressions and irvaccuracies will be correctly
identified.

4, To understand their relationships to others and to
their own society by being able to compare their own
lives to similar data about the lives of a variety of
Africans.

5. To know a strategy for learning and be able to use this
strategy to solve problems successfully when confronted
with unfamiliar data.

6, To know the skills of intellectual inquiry (including
those of defining problems,hypothesizing, determining
the logical implications of a hypothesis, distinguishing
Ecet from opinion, distinguishing relevant from irrele-
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vant data, categorizing, and so on) by using these
skills to solve problems correctly.

Affective

7. To enjoy learning as evidenced by volunteering to
participate in class discussions, to do outside
assignments, and to ask questions,

8. To become interested in Africa south of the Sahara
as evidenced by volunteering information about
Africa secured on their own from newspapers, television
and other sources, by selecting books on Africa to
read on their own, by talking about it during non-
class activities and s0 on,

9, To develop the attitudes and values supportive of in-
‘ quiry so that when confronted with new data or proe-
blems inquiry will be used in preference to any other
way of leatning. ' :

10, To develop a positive self-image that says in effect
"I can succeed. I do belong, I do count," so that
when placed in new learning situations students will
exhibit confidence and self-assurance.

The sgtructure of this program sharply reflects these objec~
tivea, 1hin structure has two dimensions--a content etructure and
a methodological structure., The general structure of this program
is described in Figure 3. Its content is organized around three
basic questions--Who are the peoples of Africa=--what are they
1ike? How did they get that way? What are they becoming and
why? Rach of these questions is the focus of a five=week unit
of study (referred to as a Topic) which, in turn, consists of
approximately four or five four-day units on specific subjects
related to the general theme of the overall Topic.

Topic I, for example, focuses on the physical geography of
Africa and on four contemporary African peoples--including the
Hausa, !Kung, Mech'a Galla and Kikuyu. Each of these peoples was
selected to represent a region, a kinship system, a specific way
of 1ife, a type of cultural pattern, a form of government or some
other feature which, taken together, are characteristic of con=-
temporary Africa south of the Sahara. Emphasis is placed on the
study of the habitat, traditions, customs, behavior and institu-
tions of each people ia order to identify their fundamental values,
mores and beliefs and to make hypotheses about just who these
people are and how they are similar or dissimilar to other peoples.
Study of this Topic is designed to develop a number of generaliza-
tions about human behavior and ¢ulture in Africa, generalizations
that can serve as hypotheses and organizational structures for
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later study of other peoples living in other cultures (including
the students' own culture), with the ultimate objective of devel=
oping broad generalizations applicable to and descriptive of
human behavior in general,

The second topic focuses on social, economic, political and
other forces that have been operative over time to shape the way
Africans now live., It is designed to provide an awareness of
Lfrica's awakening sense of history as well as to give an insight -
into the sources of their feelings and actions today. Studies in-
depth are made of Africa before 1000 /.D,, Black African kingdous,
the slave trade, the impact of European rule in Africa and African
independence. Study of this Topic is intended to develop insighte
into and generalizations about the forces that shape contemporary
human behavior and institutions in Africa--insights that may then:
serve as hypotheses and organizational structures for later study
of other peoples in order to develop broad generalizations about
the sources and styles of culture in our world. Emphasis, however,
1s placed on the impact of these forces on individuals rather than
on the nature of these forces themselves, -

Topic III emphasizes contemporary Africa end the changes
presently underway in the lives of its peoples. It is a study
of the aspirations of Africans, the ways in which they are attempting
to realize these aspirations and the impact of what they do on ways
of living, thinking, valuing and so on. Study of this Topic is
intended to provide an understanding of the move away from individ-
ual or family self-suffic¢iency in the local setting to interde=
pendence in an ever-enlarging world-wide setting, as well as of
the continuity in change. The content deals with urbanization,
education, rising economic expectations, intergroup dynamics, and
creative self~expression. This is a study, in effect, of the impact
of change on 1nd1v1¢uals and their cultures as whole,

The methodological strxucture of Africa South of the Sahara -
An_Inquiry Program for Grades 7-10 is inquiry-oriented. The intro=
duction to the program is designed to raise the kinds of questions
described above and then to generate hypotheses about these. Toépics
I, II and III provide data relevant to testing these hypotheses.
The conclusion to the entire program requires students to tie up
their inquiry by drawing meaningful conclusions, however tentative
they might be. Each of the three msjor Topics is also organized
in this way as are each of their constituent units. The daily
learning activities themselves are designed in such a way as to
require studenis to engage in a process of intellectual inquiry
and to use the skills associated with this process.

For example, students study the Mech'a Galla for several
days in an effort to test their hypotheses about what the in-
habitants of Africa south of the Sahara are like. They start by
hypothesizing about the nature of the Galla after listening to
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a tape-slide presentation. Then, they examine selected data and
revigse their initfal hypotheses. At this point the students are
asked to determine the types of sources to which they could gc

to check the accuracy of the Iinferences they have made thus far
and the kinds of evidence they need to find (and not to find)

if these inferences are indeed accurate. Thereupon, the students
examine data from some of the sources they have identified=-ine
cluding written materials, photographs in the form of a filmstrip
without captions or narration and a report on Galla life Dy a
noted anthropologist. Finally, the students reexamine their
study of these data and modify them to reflect what they have
discovered. The conclusions arrived at may then be held in
abeyance while another people, the Kikuyu, are studied or they
may be used as hypotheses to study these people. Eventually, the
conclusions developed in the studies of each of the four African
peoples in Topic I are brought to bear on the original hypotheses
devised in response to the initial problem-~ltho are the peoples
of Africa south of the Sshara and what are they like?

The materials and techniques which comprise this program
are many and varied. They include a small booklet of student
reading materials, data sheets, a teaching guide (which contains
daily lesson plans, background information for the teacher and
guides to various learning activities) and a large number of
audio, visual and graphic materials for each of the three major
Topics.

. It should be noted that considerable efforts have been made
to minimize the emount of "textbook type" written materials in-
cluded in this program, One thing that seems to turn students
off in social studies courses is the excessive amount of reading
they are required to do=--and the poor quality of the writing they
mist read. Where it has been desirable to include written ma-
terials newspaper accounts, excerpts from autobiographies, novels
and short stories, songs and poems have been used. Greatest
strass is placed on audio=-visual media, however. Several transe
parencies, numerous tape recordings, more than a dozen filmetrips
(ranging from programmed, self=-testing strips to uncaptioned
collections of photographs to filmstripetape presentations),
plcture cards, data sheets, a specially printed newspaper and a
nevw type of resource map printed on translucent psper are among
the materfials included becavse 1if students are to feel another
culture, that is, get inside it, thay sust do more than read about
it. Getting inside African culture ard finding out the 'way it
19" 18 the central object of this program of study.%

*See Appendix C for a list of all instructional materials developed
by Project Africa.
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Resource Units for the Twelfth Grade

The second major group of materials designed by Project
Africa staff and consultants were created for use in twelfth-grade
courses. Although few schools today offer special courses on
Africa, such courses are increassing i{n number. Many schools,
however, do offer general courses in the ''mon-western" world,
or i{n international relations or {n other social science areas.
Content about Africa south of the Sahara is frequently studied
in some of these courses.

The original {ntent of Project Africa was to derign a pro=-
gram of study dealing with contemporary Africa and built in ac-
cord with most of the guidelines used in the development of the
7-10th grade program of study. The great amount of time required
to develop the latter program and several large reductions in
budgeted funds made this impossible, however. Hence, we elected
to prepare instead a number of units and materials that could
be used as resources by teachers interested in including some
study of Africa south of the Ssghara in their senior social studies
courses. 1ie and rescources did not permit the Project to sub=-
mit these ma.erials to classroom trial but they were nevertheless
placed {n the public domain in the hopes that creative clussroom
teachers might find them useful and relevant.

Two of these materials were specially structured resource
units, The first focused on traditional African religion. This
unit was designed te deal with the problems of the relationship
of the individual to the supernatural. Although content about
African religion 1s used to a great extent provisions are made
for applying the general learnings developed to an analysis of
conterporary American perceptions of the same social phenomena.
Specially this unit focuses on a variety of indigenous African
religions and on the religion of the Yoruba of Nigeria in par-
ticular as it examines the functionality of religion within the
context of a given social system as revealed by vardious forms of
religious behavior., This {8 a sophisticated unit of study that
is basically sociological in emphasis.

The second resource unit deals with urbanization in Africa.
It {6 concerned primarily with urban life in Africa south of the
Sshara, {ts evolution and basic features and how these compare to
urban l1ife in other parts of the world., Differences between
treditional African village life and city life are examined in
order to identify the reasons for the increasing rate of rural
to urban migration in many parts of Africa and to examine the
problems resulting from such migraticns.. Throughout this unit
tha major concern i{s with the individual, the problems that city
1ife pose for him and the great variety of responses made to these
problems. Again, the unit attempts to help students relate basic
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learnings developed in its study to similar situations in which
they are likely to find themselves.

Both resource units are structured in similar fashion,
Each consists of an introductory essay describing a variety
of ways to study the specific topic followed by an extensive,
annotated topical bibliography of instiuctional materials useful
in teaching such subjects to high school seniors. Each unit
then concludes with a model teaching unit complete with daily
lesson plans, student reading materials, study guides, and
descriptions of and masters for audio and visual materials.
These teaching units are built on an inquiry-teaching strategy,
are conceptually-oriented and are multi-disciplinary in ap-
proach. They are not presented as finsished products but rather
as resources from vhich teachers might extract materials or ideas
for developing similar units of study for uee by their own stu-
dents in their own classrooms.

The final material designed for use in appropriate twelfth
grade social studies courses is a data bock on Africa. This
volume contains written descriptions of a number of African
nations followed by u wide variety of social, political, demo-
graphic, economic and other data displaycd in a vartety of
forms=-in pie grsphs, bar graphs, line graphs, tables, charts,
pictographs and maps. No lesson plans or activity guides are
provided with this material, however, Rather, such a book is
dasigned for use by teachers as a basic learning material in
units designed to provide their students opportunities to use
skills of inquiry developed in earlier units=--to hypothesize
about comtemporary Africa, test their hypotheses and develop
valid generalizations and concepts. This data book is primarily
a resource for student and teacher alike and its use will be
limited only by their creative imaginations.,

These three resources do not form a completed, specific
program. Nor are they designed to be part of any existing course
of study. They are, instead, strictly teacher resourcese=to be
used as sources of ideas, information, materials and teaching
strategies for use in local courses or units of study on Africa
south of the Sahara or related topics. They have not been tested
in classroom situations. But they were developed as one aspect
of Project Africa's overall effort to improve instruction about
Africa south of the Sahara in American secondary schools,

Other Materials

In the course of any effort to design new instructional
materials it is quita likely that somo materials designed can not
be produced and others, while produced, need considerable ree
vision before they can be used at all. Such was the case with
some of the wmaterials developed by Project Africa.
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A number of materials designed by project staff and cone
sultants proved either unworkable in their original condition,
impractical in view of the project's limited resources or inap=-
propriate to the programs being developed. Although project staff
did research a number of units on various African peoples and
did create the skeletal frameworks for a number of other new
materials, none of these could be developed sufficiently for
experimental classroom use or even for deposit in the public
domain,

One material was developed well enough, however, so that
eventhough it was not used in any of the programs described above
it was placed in the public domain for use by any teacher interested
in revising it. This was a 176-frame written program on the geo=
graphy of Africa. This programmed text focusec on developing
student concepts of climate and seasons through the use of data
about Africa. It includes numerous diagrams, maps, charts and
self-testing items. Never submitted to classroom try=-out and
in need of considerable revision before it can be used in a
classroom this material has nevertheless been deposited in
ERIC.

Summa

Project Africa devoted the majority of its resources to
developing new materials and programs for use in teaching about
Africa south of the Sahara in selected secondary grades, for withe
out these materials there can be no meaningful improvement in
teaching and learning about this region and its peoples.

Considerable bssic research was undertaken by the project
prior to the development of these materials, however, in order to
devise guidelines for constructing the best, most useful materials
possible. This research involved surveys of existing student
perceptions and knowledge, available instructional materials, and
expert opinion relative to teaching about Africa south of the
Sahara.

Most of the materials developed by the project's staff and
consultants were integrated into a scholarly, flexible, student
centered program of study designed specifically for use in grades
7-10 yhere Africa south of the Sahara already is a subject of
study. Additional materials in the form of resource units were
devised for use in twelfth grade social atudies courses. Some
materials developed by the project but found not to fit either
of these other two groups of materials were produced independently
of all the others,

The instructional materials developed by Project Africa and
deposited in the public domai:r are by no means polished, flawless
naterials. Many revisions reed to be made in them before they can
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be used profitably with any specific group of students in any
specific curriculum. However, these materials do exist and are
immediately available to any interested educators through the
ERIC Document Reproduction System.* They are new materials,
built on inquiry-teaching strategies and represent the best
scholarship on Africa south of the Sahare.

*
See Appendfx C for ERIC code numbers and prices.
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1V

FIELD TRIAL AND EVALUATION

i

Developing new instructional materials, whether they are

ca south of the Sahara or on any other topic, involves
eating prototypes and models of various types of

ly this developmental process also involves
erials thus created in order to determine
nt, the workability of the materials
ch these materials, when used in
accomplishment of the

materials,
evaluating the n
the accuracy of their
themselves and the degree
certain prescribed ways, facilitae®
cognitive and affective learning objec ich they are de-

signed to help achfeve. Conducting such evalu 8 a second
important type of research undertaken by Project Africa.

Although the project designed a wide range of materials for
use throughout the secondary grades, our limited resources re=
stricted comprehensive evaluation to only those materials compris-
ing the sixteen~week program of study entitled Africa South of
the Sehara: An Inquiry Program for Grades 7-10, This program
as noted in the preceding chapter, consisted of a number of units
of study, complete with student and teacher materials, for use
in teaching about Africa south of the Sehara to average ability
students. Its primary objectives were to help these students
develop a more accurate understanding of the history and cul-
tures of the peoples of Africa south of the Sahara while simul-
taneously developing and refining their own skills of intellectual
inquiry. 1In 1969 Project Africa conducted extensive field trials
with these materials in order to determine the extent to which
they achieved these and other, more specific objectives.*

pilot Evaluation

Many of the materials and techniques incorporated into
Project Africa's 7-10th graede program of study were relatively
nevw and untried in actual classroom situations. To test the
workability of these materials end techniques~-to determine
whether or not students at thase grade levels could use thea
successfully and to determine how much time was required to
use thea,to check the accuracy of their content and to try out
the general structure of the proposed program itself, a pilot
trial and evaluation of selected materials was conducted prior
to the more formal field triale. This pilot evaluation was cone
ducted during Spring 1968,

*
The complete technical report - Evaluation of Africa South of
the Sshara: An Inquiry Progrem for Crades 7-10 = is available
from the ERIC Document Reproduction Sevvice. See Appendix B,
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University specialists on Africa, classroom teachers and
students participated in this pilot evaluation. Classroom sets
of a preliminary version of Africa South of the Sahara: An
Inquiry Program for Grades 7-10 were used by each of eight ex-
perienced classroom teachers for approximately fifteen-weeks with
one of their regular world geography or world history classes.
These classes, in total, represented all ability levels of students,
a variety of grade levels, and different types of schools as well
(see Figura 4). In addition, two claesses were composed exclu-
sively of black students, two were almost evenly mixed racially,
one was composed primarily of Spanish«speaking Americans and three
were exclusively white. Teachers of various ethnic and racial
backgrounds taught these students. Some of these teachers had
considersble training in African studies and others had none;
some had participated in the preparation of the project's materi-
als and others had had no prior knowledge about them. . Schools in
five states-=-Georgia, Ohio, Illinois, Arizona and Minnesota«-
participated in this pilot study. :

Figure 4 “Piloe-BvebuationQlasses

Grade Level Ability Level School Type
7 low inner city
7 average urban
7 honors suburban
8 - average suburban
9 average rural
10 low oo inner city
10 avarage inner city
10 average urban

Both teachers and their students carefully evaluated the
program as it was used in their classes, Students completed
written evaluations of each weekly unit as well as a final
summary-type of evaluation. Classroom teachers kept detailed
dafly records of how the specific activities worked with their
classes. They made special notee of material or techniques
which were completely unworkable and of those which worked
especielly well. At the end of each unit they also coumpleted
a general evaluative summary and returned it to the project.

Six university African studies specialistse~{n anthropology,
economics, geography, history, international relations and polti-
cal science~=sleo evaluated this preliminary version of the proe
gram. They examined the teacher and student - materials primarily
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to check the accuracy of the content, considering both the broad
scope of the materials and the specifics of each material. Where
necessary, these scholars made corrections or suggested sources
that were more pertinent or more clear and concise. Summaries
of their evaluations were returned to the project.

During May 1968 a two day conference was held to analyse
the results of this pilot evaluation, The project staff, African
studies specialists and classroom teachers who had used the
experiemntal materisls met together and discussed both the over-
all effectiveness of the course and the relative merits of each
specific part of the program. The results of the conference
pointed to many changes that needed to be made in the materials.
Generally the reading level was too high-~this was especfally
true of the section on history. The visual materfals, primarily
filmstrips, were useful, but there was a need for more of this
type of material. More variety was needed in the teaching stra-
tegy itself-=the inquiry strategy was effective but the format
needed to be varied to keep it from becoming repetitious. - In
addition to these general comments, the scholers made numerous

- - specific recommendations for changes in the content of the
materials.,

The results of this evaluation thus provided specific
guidelines for preparation of a complete and potentislly work-
able program of study on Africa south of the Sahara for use by
average ability students in grades 7-10, a program that was
prepared in the months that followed. These results also suge
gested modifications in the originally proposed formal field
trial evaluations, the design for which was also developed during
subsequent months,

Purposes of the Formal Evaluation

A formal, controlled field trfal and evaluation of Project

Africa's complete program of study, Africa South of the Sahara:

An_Inquiry Program for Grades 7-10, was conducted in schools
throughout the United States during the Spring 1969 semester.
This evaluation was designed to determine how well the project
materials accomplished the objectives set for them.

The overall objectives which served as guidelines for the
development of the project's progtem were that this progrem,
must, among other things:

1, Provide an accurate and well=blaanced perspsctive on
Africa south of the Sahara;

2. Be so0 structured that teachers without special prepara=-
tion could find them workable with average-ability students.
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3. Result in a learning experience that is enjoyable to
both teachers and studeuts;

4., Msake a positive contribution to the cognitive and
affective learning of students who study the program,

Eventhough ‘''facts'" about Africa were used in this program
as vehicles to develop other types of learning, the information
that was {ncluded had to be accurate and as up-to-date as posg=
sible. Surveys of commercially available instructional materials
had shown them to be unbalanced, inaccurate, and grossly out of
date. Project Africa materials were designed to avoid these
flaws. 1In order to get the desired balance, it was also necessary
to take a multi-disciplinary look at Africa, since no one dig-
cipline could provide a total perspective. Therefore, it was
necessary to determine 1f the content of the Project materials
did, in fact, present an accurate view of Africa, past and pre=~
sent, from the perspective of history and the various social
sciences.

Most social studies teachers have a very limited academic
background in African studies., Most of them ere likewise only
vaguely acquainted with a strategy of inquiry-teaching. There=
fore, in order to be useful, an inquiry oriented program of
study on Africa had to be a0 well structured that teachers without
special preparation could make it work in the typical classxoom.
This meant that the materials had to be clear and complete and
that the accompanying teaching strategies must have a concise,
straight-forward, step-by-step format.

An underlying assunption made by the Project Africa staff
was that learning can and should be "fun.' Students should
enjoy the activities in which they are required to take part
and teachers should enjoy working with students in these learning
activities:. Th's assumption is based partly on humanitarian
grounds and partly on the experience of finding that more and
better learning takes place when the learning situation is
enjoyable.

The crucial test which any curriculum material must pass
is the demonstrable effect that it has on student learning.
General cognitive and affective objectives had been set for the
Project Africa materials and the formal evaluation was designed
to assess how well they had been achieved. These objectives
included knowledge about Africa south of the Sahara, skille of
intellectual inquiiy, and attitudes toward tha content of the
program and toward the learning situation. Specifically, the
questions asked in this evaluation were:

1. 1s the content of the progrem accurate, well-balanced
and upetoe-date?
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2. Can teachers who have not had special preparation use
these materials successfully?

3. Do students and teachers find the program enjoyable?

4. Does the program result in students learning knowledge
about Africa?

5. Do students who use this program increase their skills
of intellectual inquiry?

6., Does this program result in students developing more
positive attitudes toward Africa?

7. Do students who use this program develop more positive
attitudes toward school in general and social studies
in particular?

There were two other aspects to this evaluation, too., First,
in addition to evaluating the project materials themselves to deter-
mine whether they met these prescribed objectives, the materials
were also compared with programs of study that were currently
being used in social studies classrooms because implicit in the
project rationale was the notion that these materials would not
only meet the objectives set for them, but that they would meet
them better than existing courses of study.

And second, it was important to determine what, 1f any,
effect certain variables might have on the outcomes of the use
of this program. It was felt that with certain types of students
or in certain circumstances the program might be more successful
than in others. Therefore, the effects of the following variables
were also evaluated:

Sex = Sex is often found to be a significant cause
of variance in achievement among students of
this age group.

Race = Because of the subject matter of this course
of study, it was felt that black students
might find etudy of this progrsm more relevant
than would white students, and that consequently
the program might prove more successful among
blacks,

Crade Level - Content and teaching strategies that are too
sophigticated for seventh grade students may
prove very succassful with tenth graders.
Since this program was designed to epan grades
seven througn ten, it seemed important to da-
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termine whether {t worked equally well with
all grade levels.

Intelligence = There is a strong feeling among classroom
teachers that ''inquiry teaching' may be
successful with bright students, but that
it may not work well with average students,

Procedures

There were two phases to the formal evaluatfon. The first
phase was an evaluation of the Project materisls by university
specialists in Zfrican studies, The second phuase was a field-
test of the materiala in social studies classrooms in various
parts of the United States.

Scholar Evaluations: Four academic specialists were asked
to examine and critique the materials finally included in the
Project's program of study., These scholars were:

Professor Grahem W. Irwin Professor James Vaughan, Jr.,
Professor of African History Chairman, Department of Anthropology
Columbia University Indiana University

Professor Anthony Kirk-Greene Professor Burton Witthuhn

St. Anthony's College Department of Geography

Oxford University - - The Ohfo State University

Although each of these evaluators was thoroughly familfar with
the Project's complete program of study, three of them were
asked only to comment on those aspects most closely related to
their own fields of specializatione-whether they be African
history, geography or anthropology. Only one specialist, Pro-
fessor Witthuhn, examined the coxpleta program. Each of the
specialisty prepared a critique of the materials examined in
the form of extensive annotations in the materials themselves
and a written summary of .hiis_ general observations and con-
clusions,

Classroom Rvaluations: Eighteen teachers of secondary school
social studies each taught this progrem of study to one regularly
scheduled class during the Spring 1969 semester. In each instance
these classes were those in which the students would normally have
studied content about Africa south of the Sshara in their own par=
ticular schools, and the students themselves were classified as
average by their own schools. Four of thesa classes consisted of
saventhegraders, seven were at the ninth grade level, five were
tenth grade and two were some combination of sophomores and juniors,
These classes consitituted our Experjmental Group.

50,



The schools in which these classes were conducted were
scattered throughout the United States. Four were in the Far
Hest, four in cthe Miduest, three in the South and seven in the
Northeast. Of the total number, three may be classifid as rural
and seven as suburban. Five schools were located in urban areas
and three others were ghetto schools.,

The experimenting teachers varied greatly in their content
preparation on Africa as well as in their normal teaching atyles
and experience, All but three were described as innovative tea-
chers by their supervisors. Ten had spent only three or less
years teaching a course which included anything on Africa while
seven had been teaching such a couree from four to six years and
one for ten years. Four had participated in short summer or ine
service institutes on Africa while seven had taken from three to
twelve credit hours of college or university courses on Africa.
Three of these ssme seven had also spent some time living or
traveling in Africa. Most, however, had never had any formal
preparation on or study about Africa south of the Sahara. Fure
thermore, none indicated any special preparation on inquiry-
teaching,

Since the intent of the try-out was to determine the ef=
fectiveness of these materials when used by teachers uninstructed
in their use, no special training in the use of the program ma-

terials was provided. The only aid given these experimenters was
in the form of the teachers' guides which contained the content

and methodological rationales for this program, detailed daily
lesson plans, and some explanatow information. The teachers were
instructed to teach the program as directed in thesc guides making
as few deviations from them as possible.

Bighteen additional tcachers took part in this evaluation as
controls. These teachers taught the course of study about Africa
normally taught in their schools., The students in these eighteen
classes made up Control Group One; in all cases these students
were of the same grade level and same general ability as those in
the experimental group. Both groups had studied the sama social
studies program up to the beginning of the field trials.

Four other teachers-experimented with these materials. They
vere different from thé teachers in the other two groups in that
they had more knowledge about Africa. 1In addition, they had an
intellectual and emotional commitment to Africa=-they had cone
sciously chosen Africa as an area of spacial interest. Finally,
and for this research most icportant, they were quite familier
with the Project materials. For six weeks during the sunmer of
1968 they had been members of the Project Africa staff working
to develop the experimental version of the course. One of them
had also been part of the staff the previous summer and hed
taught a preliminary version of the program during the spring of
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1968. Consequently, these teachers knew the objectives of the
program as well as how it was designed to be taught. One of
these teachers used this experimental program in a class of
advanced seventh graders; another in a class of seventh graders
classified as ''slow learners,' another in a class of advanced
eighth graders; and the fourth in a class of freshmen and
sophomores, These classes comprised Control Group Two.

The schools cooperating in this research were specifically
instructed to provide experimental and control classes which
were of average intellectual ability. As a check, the Otis
Quick-3coring Mental Abilitjes Test, Form J, was administered
to all experimental classes and to the Control Group Two classes.
The results suggest that the experimental “classes are in the
average to above average range. Control Group Two included
two above average classes and one far below average. The mean
I1.Q. Zor the Experimental Group was 104, The mean for Control
Group Two students wag 106, :

Throughout the fifteen week experimental period, the
§§peximgggg; Group and the Control Group Two classes studied
exclugsively about Africa. Control Croup One classes spent
varying amounts of time studying Africa and then went on to
study the next topic in their regular syllabi.,

- Two methods were used to obtain teacher evaluations of and
reactions to the program materials. First, each teacher in the
experimental group was requested to make daily notes of whatever
problems, errors, significant pupil reactions or especially
successful aspects occurred in each daily learning activity or
with each piece of learning material. These were written in ap-
propriate places in the teaching guides which were later re-
turned to the Project for analysis,

- Each teacher also completed an open-ended reactionnaire and
evaluation form at the conclusion of each major subdivision of the
program==Introduction, Topic I, Topic II and Topic III. These
forms asked the teachers to note what they liked least and most
about each Topic, comment in detail on each daily lesson and
meach piece of learning material used in the program, and to
indicate the ntrcngtha and weaknessea of a11 cOmponenta of the
complete program, ‘

Each student who participated in the testing of Africa South -
of the Sahara was asked to complete a confidentfal questionnaire,
This questionnaire was designed to collect information about the .
attitudes and impreseions that students developed as a result of
this experience and sbout the way students reacted to specific o
parta of the program. ‘

Evaluation of the cognitive learning reaulting from the
study of this program was done by tests udninistered to the stu~:
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dents as well as by analyzing the responses of teachers and
students to the questionnaires. Due to the impossibhility of
randomly assigning students to treatment groups, it wras neces~
sary to use a pretest~posttest design. All experimental and
control classes took the test instruments before beginning their
studies of Africa and again at the conclusion of these studies,
approximately sixteen weeks later,

Knowledge about Africa was mcasured by an instrument developed
by the staff of Project Africa. This instrument, Africa Knowledge
Test, was a 48~item multiple choice test made up of subtests of
twelve items each: .

Subtest One - Knowledge of physical geography.
Subtest Two - Knowledge of history before the Colonial Period.

Subtest Threa = Knowledge of indigenous culture and society.

Subtest ?our - Knowledge of colonial and current history.

Most of the items in this instrument were taken from an instru-
ment used by Project Africa in a 1967 nationwide survey of what
secondary school students knew about Africa. Therefore, data
from approximately 1500 students was available for each of these
items, Two forms of this Africa Knowledge Test were devised.
Both forms contained identical questions. The Kuder-Richardeon
reliability for the Africa Knowledge Test was ,?3 for the pre~
test and .88 for the posttest.

The 1967 Project Africa survey identified five examples of
stereotyped misinformation held by American secondary school
students, Items representing these stereotypes were included
in the subtests of our knowledge test in order to secure some
measure of the extent to which Africa South of the Sahara: An

Inquiry Program for Grades 7-10 might result in a reduction of
specific, widely held misconceptions. :

Inquiry skills were measured by two instruments, . The first,
Inquiry Skills Test, was developed by the Project Africa staff to
to assess those specific skills of reflective inquiry that this
curriculum program had been designed to improve. The basic in=
structional model for the program wac one that has been described
many times, in slightly varying forms, since John Dewey explicated
it in How Ve Think (1910), The model involves skills of:

1, Defining a’problem
2. Developing an nypothesis
3. Testing che“hypothesis
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4, Drawing a conclusioi.

These skills were further specified and stated in terms of
the Taxonomy of Educational Objectives. Items were written to
correspond to each of the steps in this model and twelve of the
items were selected for the test inetrument. The Inquiry Skills
Test was administered directly following the Africa a Knovwledge
Tegt as a fifth twelve~item subtest.

The test of knowledge and the test of inquiry skills were
combined into one instrument, Africa Achievement Test, for admine
istration and scoring., This combined instrument reflects overall
achievement on the cognitive objectives of Africa South of the
Sahara.

Because of the veaknesses inherent in a non=gtandardized
measure of anything as complex as intellectual skills, we de=
cided to administer a stendardized test ac well. The Watson=-
Glaser Crirical Thinking Appraisal, forus YM and ZM, was
chosen.. While it was not expected that the scores on the total
instrument would reflect small changes in the specific inquiry
skills Africa south of the Sahara waa designed to increase, it
was hoped that scores cn some of the separate subtests night.

The affective outcomes of the program were aeseesed by ana~ .
lyzing teacher responses for descriptions of changes in their -
students and by looking at the responses of the studeits them=
selves, In addition, a semantic differential instrument, Africs
Attitudes Survey, was administered to all groups at the conclu-
sion of the study, Ninc concepts were included in the instru=
ment. Two of these, SCHOOL and LEARNING, related to a general
attitude toward school, Four -others, SOCIAL STUDIES, TEACHER,
HOMEMORK, and MAPS-FILMSTRIPS~READINGS, related more directly to
the social studies classroom. The final three, AFRICA, ASIA,
and SOUTH AMERICA, related to attitudes i:oward three parts of the
"non-ucsterd'vorld, While this study was primarily concerned
with changes in attitude toward Africa, the other two items were
included to provide benchmarks for compsrison. Each of these
nine concepte was described by seven pajrs of adjectives selected
franOegood 8 list of eveluetive adjective pairs.

- Results of- the Evaluation

Scholar Evaluations: The African studies specialists who
evaluated the project materials primarily concerned themselves
with substantive content, although they raised some questions
and offered some suggestions about presentation and teaching
techniques. Most of their comments regarding the substance of the
program materials reflected the essential concerns of their parent
disciplines. Hence, the geographer paid special attention to spa=-
tial relationships, the historian to roncepts relating to change
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through time and the anthropologists to concepts relating to

social organization and interaction as well as to evidences of
ethnocentrism. All noted and corracted occasional factual

errors as well as several possibly erroneous impressions that

could have been created by the selection and presentation of
certain content., These speclalists also commented on methodologi-
cal aspects of their specialties as reflected in the project
materialg==including the heuristic value of maps and tables, rules
of evidence, techniques of anaylsis and other skills. And, finally,
they did make some judgments about various instructional techniques
used throughout the program.

The evaluative comments made by these specialists were quite
precise and, in most instances, in considerable detail.* In sum,
however, it can be said that their general reactions were quite
favorable, Certain materialse=guch as the outline maps reproduced
on translucent paper, data cards, film strips and other visual
materiel=-and the learning activities of which they were a part
received almoat unanimous approval.

Some evaluative comments were made, however, that related
directly to the substance and methodology of the various major
Topics of the program itself. The technique of comparing Africa
to the rest of the world used in the introductory unit, for
example, was questioned because of the possible misinterpretations
to which such comparisons typically lead. In Topic I, misuse of
certain specific terms (such as '"polygamy-=-the correct term is
polygyy'") was pointed out and certain generalizations vere
qualified to reflect current knowledge uore accurately=~=-as when
the statement that "Most Hausa, still today, live and think as
their fathers and grandfathers before them," was rewritten by one
evaluator to. indicate that the Hausa are moving into the 20th
century, while holding on as tightly as they can to the life that
they know and respect. Comments on methodology generally reflected
a concern that students were sometimes asked to make inferences
from insufficient data.

Topic 1T of this program focused on the history of Africa
south of the Sahara, More "factual" errors were detected in this
section than in any other, This may be because so much of African
history is still uncertain or because there was :more written ma=
terial in this section than in the others and therefore more op=
portunity to make errors of fact., Most criticism, again, was of
over-generalization and the use of vague rather than specific
terms. In all cases these scholars corrected errors by adding
qualifiers or by substituting one term for another. But broader,
substantive flaws were idcntificd @s well=-guch ag a rather unclear
description of African slavery and the nature of the Arab and
Atlantic slave trades, an overemphasis on the importance of the
East African-Chinese trade, and a description of Africa's reaction
to European colonial policy that wight well lead students to under=-

*
See the complete technical report referred to in Appendix B for

these detailed analyses and all other evaluative data collected
in this field trial,
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estimate the magnitude and nature of the African resistance.

Thouegh . methodological comments regarding this Topic
wore few in uumber, they tended to center on ona basic theme.
This was a general reluctance on the part of some evaluators to
permit students to come to conclusions on their own and on the
basis of limited evidence. There was some feeling that students
might as well be told things of which scholars are reasonably
certain, and that conjecture should be reserved for topics about
which specialists are still unsure.

Evaluations of the final topic, Changing Africa, dealt not
so much with specifics as with the usefulness of some of the
activities and the validity of some of the conclusions toward
which these pointed. The following comment reflects this type
of criticism:

In general, I find the tone of (the introduction
to Topic II1) too dramatice-too unaware of the African
tradition of urbanism (Hausa, et. al.)., Not that it
is the same tradition as that of the West, but that
tradition makes urbanization f{n Africa different from
urbanization in other parts of the world.,

Suggestions were also made regarding the ways in which several
points night be made more strongly and regarding points that
ought to have been made but were not.

Teacher Evaluations: Teacher reactions and evaluation were
glecaned from the questionnaires and annotated teaching guides
submitted by the teachers in the Experimental Group and Control
Group Jyo. As was expecled, these reactions ran the entire
spectrum from occasional frustration to hearty endorsement and
approval. Detailed analyses of these reactions to each piece of
program material and each learning experience, hcwever, provided
a most useful insight not only to the ‘'strengtihm and weaknesses
of the program but also to the feelings of teachers involved,
in most cases for the first time, in inquiry-teaching, Some
of the more significant of these general, reactions are summarized
here, :

The teachers, in general, liked the introduction to the proe
gram and its focus on geography, The use of several filmstrips
and student maps enthused them and their students--as one evalua=
tor noted "At this point in the study, the students appear to be
very excited about it. The period passes quickly for them,"

Each of the subsequent in-depth studies of African- peoples,
history and contemporary change, however, was frequently felt to
be too long and repetitious, "Students began to lose intereat
by the time the last culture group was studied." was a common
observation regarding Topic I. The heavy emphasis on reading
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assignmants in Topic II recelved considerable criticisme==as did
the amount of atteniion=-four days--devoted to the study of early
African kindgcms and empires. And teacher reactions to the con=
tents of Topic III was quite mixed, indeed, with soms teachers
declaring the topics of education, work patterns and city life

to be "very relevant to current American problems' and thus most
interesting while others felt these same subjects "had no meaning"
for their students.

There was less of a range of opinion reguirding the teaching
guides accompanying each topic. Virtually every teacher responded
favorably to the structure of the daily lesson planss;a structurxe
that listed in one column key teachier questions and in a eecond
column the kinds of responses students should be expected to make.
Of course, some teachers misinterpreted thesa supgastal student
recponses as being the correct answers and apparently becene
quite discouraged when their students did not answer in pre-
cisely the words used in the daily plans, but in general the
teachers seem to have found this format quite useful as a guide
to teaching. Onec evaluator, referring to this format,labeled
it "excellent," saying that "I am adoptirg it for my own use.

It leavas little to guess work and I'm sure a subatitute tecacher
could fit into the progrum with a minlmum of efiort uaing this
formatl"

Another feature nf the teaching guides for each topic was
the backgzound information provided for the teacher, Although
the information provided on each Topic was felt to be "generally
adequate" there were a number of requests made for '"more infor-
nation on Africa" in all the guides, Some tcachers wanted answers
for the student study guides, a few requested pronunciation keys
and a glossery of unfamiliar terms, several wanted captions for
the filmstrips, and occasionally there was a request for a biblio-
graphy on a specific event, people or topic. These requests
reflected to some degree the injtial malaice on the part of most
teachers when confronted with inquiry~teaching for the first time,
for as one complsined; "I fecel insccure--afrald that something is
mincing or that I am not sceing certain points.' The problen was
stated in a different way by another evaluator whn saw it as a
paradox: 'We are supposedly not to tell our students anythinge...
If this is so, how are we to get this information across to students?"
One teacher, however, seemed to rcalize the different role required
of the teacher in an inquiry-oriented classroom when she wrote:
""Ihe more information I have as a teacher and a pexson, the more
1 desire to turn my students into experts. Perheps you are bet=
tor off, project-wise, not to add more material."

Teacher reaction to various program materials also varied;
some materials proved useful with certain grade levels and not
others, while other materials either were fajlures at all levels
or rodarately cuccessful at each, A number of materials and
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activities were particularly well received, howaver,

One set of materials consisted of ten African maps printed
on special translucent paper. Pairs of students used these maps
in an independent study situation to hypothesize about why African
peoples live where they do. Judging from teacher rosponses this
activity and these maps met an enthusiastic response. The most
frequently offered explanations for this response mentioned two
things-~the manipulative nature of the maps themselves (the
students enjoyed working with them) and the opportunity to work
with a partner. '"Students liked being able to check one another,"
and "The students found security in working with others." were
frequent comments. Other factors mentioned were friendehips,
chance for self-expression, a 'relared' class, and that 'some
students enjoyed being the searcher,'

Powever, one teacher noted that while her students enjoyed
the activity, it was "for the wrong reasons." She thought that the
wegker students found it a good opportunity to copy from the stronger.
Where problems arose, it was usually noted that they were caused
either by a 'shortage of time' or by 'the academic backgrcund of
the students." The most negative response stated that "...most
of thece students have been used to more guidance."

One evaluator, whose reaction to éhe introductory topic was
genurally critical, offered the following comments:

I mentioned the fact that in the initial lessons
the slower students were very impressed. They felt they
had learned a lot with a minimum of effort. The "bet=
ter" student, seemed bored.... The types of children
who succeeded proved interes:ing. £ checked their
folders and found this:

Student {1 = has a high IQ but has been doing
only "'CV work.

Student #2 - has ability but has been one
step away from fallure all year~-
rarely contributes to class dis-
cussions,

Student #3 = an "average" student who makes a
great effort but is very unsure
of himself«she stays after class
every day to tell me how much he
likes this study.,

Student #4 = failed social studies last quarter~=~
almogt falled the first quarter, Will
do nothing which involves much reading

58,



or writing although he does not
have any marked reediug problem.
He did a superb job on this~-has
contributed a great deal in class
recently=«I have never been sure
what he could dose..

Another material well received by teachers and studerts was
an excerpt from a Hausa dictionary which students analysed to
hypothesize about the nature of Hausa society. This appears to
have been part of a unique learning experience for many. ‘We
were surprised!’ and "It opened up a whole new area of awareness."
were representative comments, Evaluators reported that students
were highly interested and the objectives for the activity were
reached, This item of learning material seemed tv be most suc~
cessful with the ninth and tenth grade stucdents. Only one eval=~
uator reported that his ninth grade students ''seemed puzzled"
by the activity. Evaluators with seventh grade classes reported
some difficulty though their students "seemed to get the idea."
A class composed of Mexican<American students also encountered
some difficulty 'due to the language barrier' and an eleventh
grade high-ability class thought that "the words had b2en tvo
carefully chosen," ‘

The item of learning material in Topic II that generated
the most favorsble response from teachers was the newspaper
African World. '"We.spent more time with *his than anything
elge." and "Dramatic-~history made interesting." were two fairly
typical resctions. However, the success of the newspaper did
not deter teacners from suggesting improvements. More recent
news (three teachers), more issues, a cartoon and "sometliing of
interest to young people" wer> suggested. A seventh grade class
apparently thought the paper came from Africa, and a teacher of
a tenth grade class reportéd that her students felt "tricked=~it
wasn't authentic.' The paper was considered successful by teachers
at all grade levels of the testing sample. ' '

A highly successful learning material in Topic III was a set
of readings entitled Changing Africa. Evaluators at all grade
lavels reported it effective “"The newspaper ads created great
interest.,"” '"Students drew many inferences.'" were sample reactions.
The "Tell Me Josephine'" feature was also '"a hitl' Evaluators
noted the variety of readings, the subject matter (many features
focused on individuals) and the novelty of the excerpts from
African newspapers as being effective elements of the activity.

Another reading that was interesting and enjoyable to students
was A Uganda Schoolboy Tells His Story.' Teachers reported that
their students were ''able: to relate well to the story" (seventh
grade) and that "It seemed authentic~-the students wantéd this
source." One evaluator noted that her students 'could understand
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their own education much more after this,'" and another added that
the reading '"'sparked an interesting analysis of the options open

to the boy." Thesa comments suggest that the reading might be
useful in a value clarification activity, Siwilar reactions were
generatced by the reading '"Lullabies and a Cracked Slaste." Stu-
dents were 'pleased" (seventh grede) and '"astonighed" (tanth grade)."
"The students wanted to compare rethods and purposes of education,"
reported one ninth grade teacher, and another uninth grade teacher
commented that, "This activity generated the most discussion of
all, The students were very outspoken abouf. their own families

and upbringing." The same tzacher reported that her ctudents

were drawn toward the folk society depicted in "Lullabieu,"

Perhaps the most successful items of learning matexial in
Topic 1I1I, however, were the transparencies, "Extended Family"
and '"Nucleur Family." Favorable teacher response szems to have
been prompted by tha 'clarity it gave to a difficult fopic,"
Another teachier thought that the transparencies were ''eacy to
build on,'" Teachers commented that students at each grade level
found the material both interesting aad understandable,

Sets of picture cards, a tape~slide presentation about The
K'ally of the Mech'a Galla, a number of filmstrips and trans=-
parencies, and a recorded interview with Peter the Woodcarver
also received good avalvations. But other materials seemcd less
effective. A timeline used in Topic IXI, for instance, was felt
to be rather complex and the reading assignment associated with
it too difficult, especially for seventh graders. Yet one tea-
cher thought the activity was "Great. Compels students to do
research,"

Other materials fared even less well, A filmstrip on African
climates, though felt to be supericr by a specialist in geography,
was criticised as being too long, and the distinctions between
climate regions as baing too indietinct. A data csrd type of
material was criticised as being tco difficult and cumbersome.

One teacher thought that it was ‘'dangerous to generalize from only
four countries." The vocabulary was too difficult for seventh
graders, and the '"contrasts before and after (independence) were
too obvious.' A number of student atudy guides, scme material on
voluntary associations and proverbs were clso felt to be fallures
by some teachers. An exercise in which students explored some
statements found in history hooks wat also considered impractical
by at least one teacher who went on to observe, ''Thie exercise
can make students distrustful of written history,"”

A variety of teaching techniques were employed in the teaching
strategy used in this program and these techniques met with mixed
reactions on the part of the teachers. The consensus of the
evaluators was that grouping was the most useful technique, with
pairing frequently mentioned as being particularly successful.
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One evaluator thought that "Students could discuss the material
in small groups without fear of being contridicted." Several
evaluators were of the opinion that many students lack salf=-
confidence and that, ''the only time they contribute to the class
is when they are in small groups or paired." Another evaluator
preferred pairing because, "Two do more work than a group."

Four evaluators thought that techniques that involved home=-
work were least useful. "Discussions didn't go well as students
weren't prepared.' and "The individual study guides would not
be completed by the students becauce they prefer to talk over an
answver before writing it down.'" were representative reasons offered
by evaluators for this weakness. In addition, pairing was die-
1iked by two, one who felt that 'one student tends to dominate'
and the gther who observed that 'the slower students form a grcup
in the corner and do nothing."

The completed technical evaluation report analyses these
evaluations in considerable detail. However, in sum most of the
experimenting teachers reported reactions to the progrem that can
be described as ranging from approval to enthusiastic., Only two
were highly critical of the program--one, a teacher of eleventh
grade academically advanced students, and the other a very tradi-
tional, niunth grade teacher.

However, all evaluators experienced certain degrees of dif=-
ficulty in launching the program. The project materials and
strategies required teachers to assume the role of a co=-partner in
inquiry rather than that of authority figures dispensing knowledge.
Responses in the evaluation forms suggest that many teachers and
students found themselves in a new and highly uncomfortable
cituation, Typical teacher reactions initially stressed difficulty
in following the suggested strategies in the teaching guides and
"problems with the time factor,"

The structured teaching strategies in Africa South of the
Sahara were greatly resented by some of the teachers. Such
structuring was, of course, necessitated by the need to test the
use of specific techniquis and strategies as well a3 materials.
But in spite of the fact that pleas for flexibility were a
ubiquitous featura of the evaluations, approval of the program
as a whole waa widespread, One teacher, for example, after noting
that "the project is a ravenous consumer of time and energy,"
reported:

My students have had numerous valuable experiences
with the project. Threce of particular significance
are: stating and working with hypotheses, cooperating
in groups and in pairs, and in finding common bonds
for the whole of humanity.
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Another teacher summed vp his evsluation by noting the impact
of this program on his class of Mexican~American students:

I cannot emphasize enough the outstandiag
response that wes achieved for these students,
The interest was high nearly from the beginning
and remained high throughout the entire course.
The students carrjed their enthusiasm over into
other classes and,...other instructors heve com«
mented upon their change in attitude.... At
the time the class was selected, it was a very
mediocre group, They were the second poorest
of uy four classas and during the early part of
the course, the hardest thing I had to cope with
was their inability to express themselves, Somo=
where that changed and when it did, their grades
climbed.... At the end of the yesr, the students
were considered to be above averagé..s.

The fnquiry method of instruction used in this
project has resulted in some amazing changes....
Through the inquiry method, they have baen forced
into thinking and analyzing materials. Observers
in the classc have been conaistently amazed at the
amount of respornse the class produces, Today, they
have much more confidence {n themselves, are more
fnterested in schcool, and in general have developed
far more than many of our educators belicuved that
the Latin-American student ever could.

A ninth grade teacher whose class conaisted primarily of
"problem loarners "e=poor readers, discipline problems and re-
peaterg~=volunteered on his final evaluation:

Project Africa 1is proving that social studies can
be intaresting and even fun for students of low
aversye abilitfes and reading skills. Furthere
wore, thase same students are really learning
both skille of inquizy and knowledge of Africa....
Students made oxcellent growth in knowledge, skills
and xelf-osteen, all three of which are only fully
apprecfated 4if ore kacws these students. One of
the most {mpressive things about this program {s
the fact that slow readers and low motivated
studants can be reached with this materiul and
70t {t {s still very useful for the wore able
student., True, it maybe won't reach both ex=
tromes, but {t comes closor than anything we

have seen yet.
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The two evaluators who disliked the program did not submit
any general comments similar to these, but rather confined them-
selves to conments on specific points as noted above, Even those
wvho did react favorably to the materials and strategies in general
vere most candid in their comments and criticism of specific {tems
or activities-~their approval was by no means totally uncritical
or one of blind enthusiasm for anything new or different.

Student Evaluations: Although over seven hundred students
participated in the field trials of Project Africa's program of
study, evaluations from only 240 of them were selected for de-
tailed analysis. This semple consisted of two classes at each
of four different grade levels, selected according to the degree
to which the teachers felt comfortable with i{nquiry, teacher
knowledge about Africa and general ability level of the students
in the class itself. Although these student responses tended to
be highly impressionistic and frequently bore little relationship
to the questions being asked, certain patterned responses did
emerge. Nearly all of the students in the sample, for instance,
did 11st something about the program they considored to be '"most
worthwhile,!" These items can be classified as:

" Content = A majority of the students identilied
somd item of content us being "most
worthwhile." Such responses as, ‘''the
way other people live," 'changing Africa"
and "The history--1 didn't know anything
about it before." were placed in thie
category.

Storeotypes ~ This response actually refers to a form
" of content, but it was sufficiently spe-

cific to be a separate category. "I
thought that all Africans were cannibals,'
is an example of one of the grosser re-
sponses. More typical is, "I realize
now that they have modern cities Just
like us." where specific content ie
tied in with a previous misconception,

Inquiry Skills - A significart number of students voiced
the attitude that how a subject was
learned was perhaps of more lasting
value than vhat was learned., An enthu-
siastic student wrote, "I think that
in the future vhen f{t comes tima to
vote 1'11 be able to 1ook into more
than one source before making a de~
cision, and T will probably make a much
wiser deciefon. Not just for voting, but
for every decision 1 make fa life."
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Another student thought ''The form of
teaching was most important, Facts

were unimportant, Whenever facts are
pounded into your ear, they are forgotten,
but in this course we learned logicsl
reasoning." A tenth grade optimist
thought, "It is part of a revoultion

in education, We are going from being
told to thinking."

Inquiry Clossroom = The distinction between this category
and the preceding one is found in what
atudents felt while engaging in inquiry.
"I liked when you give your opinion and
then back it up because you are being
heard...and receiving the feeling of
accomplishuents." is the way one seventh
grader expressed it.

Attitudes = Many students expanded on their awareness
of the misleading stereotype of Africa
and indicated changes in attitudes. "I
changed my feelirgs toward Africans and
Negroes.'" one tenth grader reported, and
an ocleventh grader thought that the most
jmportant thing he had learnecd was, ''You
can't judge people by their skin,"

Parts of the program which some students sew as being "most
worthwhile,'other students saw as being "least worthwhile." In
addition, some aspects of the program received quito nogative
responses, These responses can be cataogorized as follows:

Content The most frequent category of response re=-
forred to broad areas of content: '"History-~who needs
1t?" and "Peoples, wa will never need to know this."
are exazples of non-gpecific areas of content as being
l1isted as least worthwhile. "Zimbabwe wasn't typical."
was a complaint of one studeat, who felt perhaps that the
content was loaded in favor of a particular point of
view, and the comment that, "The study of events and
people is more important than the study of climate."

is an example of a frequently articulated fouling

that content should be relevant to students' pere
ceived needs and interasts,

Inquiry Methods 1It is an fnescapable fact that eoxe
students dohot at least initially, respond sympathe-
tically to the use of {nquiry strategies in the social
studies classroom. 'We never had the answer." and

", . making an hypothesis aad then reviewing it two




or three times," reflect two kinds of student come
plaints. As one eleventh grade student expressed
it: "There was a lack of anything solid.... I
want KNOWLEDGE (student emphasls), not vague im=
pressions and lessons in analysis.'

Homework Some students, predictably, didn't like
the homework. The i1ist of specific complaints
included the reading assignments (''dragged out'!)
and the "4,000 worksheets." A ninth grader
voicing the usual student reactions against
homework, was sensitive enough to add the re-
ussuring qualification, "Don't worry. I never
did 1e."

"Too Difficult" There were relatively few come
plaints about the difficulty of the materials.
Seventh grade students were quite frank: 'Some
of the activity sheets I didn't understand." and
"I didn't understand the Hausa.'' One eleventh
grade atudent found the arithematic on one study
guide too difficult,

"Boring" and ''Repetitious' The repetitious nature

and comparative esse of some of the assignments and
activities bothered some of tha older students. 'Its
80 easy a second or third greder could do {t." and 'We
dragged through the materials much more slowly than
was necessary." are comments from this group., Others
were more specific: 'Changing Africas=it was boring."
and "The saction on civilizations was repetitious."
No reactions within this category were noted by
students in the seventh grade sample; the number

of students who found things boring or repetitious
increased in direct proportion vo the grade level.

Responses in the "most worthwhile' category show no great
variation by grade level. As expected, the older students tended
to be slightly more contente=oriented, and the eleventh graders
seemed to be more aware of changes in their attitudes. VYet, these
differences can be as easily ascribed to the professional orienta-
tions of the teachers, to prior learning or to a host of other
variables as they can to studying Africa South of the Sahara.
There is the temptation to conclude that as students become
older and wore "programmed" by conventional teaching strategies
they becoma less susceptable to inquiryasteaching, but the sample
is too small and the data too "soft" to warrant any such as=
sumptions. The ninth grade sample shows that these students were
more evware of the importance of inquiry skills and conscious of
their changed attitudes than students in the other classes. This
may be largely atteibuted to the effect on the sample of one
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experienced teacher working with a class of problem learners.
Cther methods of instruction had failed with this class and they
seemed to welcome a learning situation that was more 'opan=ended"
and free of conventional text-~book assignments, This group and

a class of eleventh grade Mexican~Americans expressed the warmest
acceptance of the Project Africa materials of all groups within
the sample. ‘

Judging from the responses to the ''least worthwhile' category,
older students tended to be more critical of the content than the
younger students, though it is suspected that the ability of the
older students to articulate their complaints may be partially
responsible for the statistical imbalance. Tenth and elaventh grade
students tended with more frequency to find the materials "btoring"
and '"repetitious," although the majority of these responses came
from a class of academically talented students taught by a "non=
inquiry oriented" teachear.

Students were generally enthusiastic about their learning
experiences with Africa South of the Sahsra. Only two students
in the sample were frankly critical of the entire program, and
several students indicated that they had to look hard for something
to criticize ("The tapeaz-=this was the only thing I could find
fault with,"), That significant numbers of students identified
the practice of inquiry skills, chenged attitudes and perceptions
about Africa as the "most worthwhile thing" they got from this
program is a fair indication that some of its major objectives
may have been met,

Teots of Cognitive Learning: The resulte of the battery of

tests administered to the experim¢atal and control groups of
students provided further evaluative data about

Afxica South of
the Sahara: An Inquiry Program for Gredes 7-10. The basic unit
of analysis for these data was the schoolesexerace group.

Where both pretests and posttests had been administered, the
pretest scores were analyzed by analysis of variance between the
experimental and control groups to determine if the groups were,
in fact, similar before the treatment. The posttest scores were
than analyzed by analysis of covariance between the experimental
and control groups using the pretest scores as the covariate. Por
the Africa Attitudeg Sutvey which was administered as a posttest
only, tha results were analyeed by analysis of variance between
the experimental males and females end batween experimental blacks
and whites.*

*Oouplote tabular descriptions of the results of these analyses
way be found in the technical report of the evaluation noted in
Appendix B,
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In order to determine if the study of Project Africa's
program of study resulted in any significant increase in cogni~
tive learning, the posttest scores of the Experimental Group
were compared with those of the control groups. No significant
differences were found among any of the groups on the Watsone
Glaser Critical Thinking Appraisal total score or on any of
the subtests. However, on the Inquiry Skills Test, which had
been designed to measure those specific skills of intellectual
inquiry which the program had been develop»d to increase, signi=-
ficant differences were found for white males between the Ex=
perimental Group and Control Group One, as shown in Figure S,
The differences for all other students were found not to be
statistically significant.

Figure 5 Pre~ and Posttest Mean Scores
“for thite Males on
the Inquity Skillo Test

WHITE MALES Experimental . Control | § Sig.
Pretest maan scores 5.38 S.44 7.971] .01
Posttest mean scores 6.82 6,06 _

Significant differencer were also found on two of the four
subtests of the Africa Achievement Test, These differences were
present for both white males and white females. There was a
significant difference on the subtest measuring knowledge of African
history before the colonial neriod and on the subtest measur!ng

U V.G clety (see Figures 6 and 7).

Filgure 6 Pree and Posttest Mean Scores
for White Males and Females on Subtest

Heasuring Knowledge of African Iliistory
Before the Colonial Perfod

WHITE MALES Experimental | controly F 's1g.
Pretest mean scores 2,56 2.711 {13,900 { .01
Postteat mean scores 5.49 4,07 |

WHITE FEMALES

Pretest mean scoras 2,61 2.46 | 14.85% | .01
Posttest mean scores S.44 3.50
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Figure 7 Pre- and Posttest Mean Scores
for White Males and Females on Subtest
Measuring Knowledge of Indipgeneous
Culture and Society

1

HHITE MALES Experimental Control F Sig.
Pretest mean scores 4.7 4.79 20,038 .61'
Posttest mean scores 7.29 5.86

WHITE FEMALES

Pretast mean scores 4,93 4,96 15,296 .01
Posttest mean scores 7.51 5.83

There were no significant differences between the Experimental
Group and tha control group on tha subtest messuring knowledge of
phyeical peography; eventhough the students in tha Experimental
Group did score large gains on this asubtest, these gains were no
larger than the gains made by students taking their regular courses
of study. On the subtest measuring knowledge of colonial and cure
reat history neither the Experimental Group nor the control group
showed any significant increase. On both subtests, however, the
mean. scores of the students in the Experimental Greup wera
as high or higher than those scores of the students in the control
group,

On the total score of the Africa Achjevemcnt Test (four knowe
ledgs subtests and the subtest on inquiry skille combined) the

differences between the Experimental Group and g%n;rol Group One
were significant for both Eﬁtte males and white females (Rigure 8).

Figure 8 Pre- and Posttest Mean Scores

for \lhite Males and Fewales on the
WHLITR MALES Exparimental Control F 8ig.
Protest mean gcoras 21,99 22,21 12,029 | .01
Posttest mean scores 32.63 29,06
WHLITE FPEMALRS
Pretest maan scores 21.56 22,21 11,259 | .01
Posttest mean scores 31,81 27.04 :
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To determine to what extent, if any, the study of Africa
South of the Sahara had reduced common misconceptions about
Africa the responses to specific items on the Afxica Achieve=~
ment Test were analysed. The misconceptions investigated in-
cluded:

1. Large wild animals=-guch as lions, elephants, and
giraffes-=would more likely be found deep in the
African jungles than roaming through African parks
and game reservaes,

2, VYost of Africa south of the Sahara is covered by jungles
rather than by grasslands.

3. Traditional religions of Africa south of the Sahara
stress a belief in the necessity of human sacrifice to
please the gods when they are angry rather than a belief
in a Supreme Force or Being who created the universe.

4. Timbuctu was important for its diamond mines rather
than for 1ito university.

5. When European explorers firat came to Africa they found
no towns or cities, only small villages of huts, rather
than many strong kingdoms.

The following FPigure (Figure 9) shous the percentage of
students holding various misconceptions as revealed in the 1967
survey, in the Experiwental Group and in Control Group One. The
pretest results from the experimental and control groups are
similar to those from the 1967 survey. From the posttest results
(Pigure 9) 1t can be seen that a classroom study of Africa does
reduce four of the five misconceptions. WHith misconceptions 1 and
5 Project Africa's program does not appear to be significantly more
potent than the normal course of study, hut for aumbers 2 and 3

study of Africa South of the Suhq;gi__égzégggggx;ggggggm for Grades
1=10 shows a significently more pronounced effect.

None of the several variables iavestigated in addition to the
experimental treatment had any effect on cogaitive learning. The
number of black students fncluded tn the study was very small,

For this reason it can not be said that race does not {afluence
learning about Africa, but, at leash, such effects were not apparent.
Although there was a difference between males and females on the

Inguiry Skills Test, this difference was not sigaificant vhen the
vhite males in the Experimental Group were compared directly with
the white temales in the group. Since these test results were not
anaiyced by grade level, no findings relative to this vatriable are
reported. Students in Control Group Two (teachers with special
preparation) did as well as those in the Experimental Group, but
they did not do significantly better. This suggests that teacher
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Figure 9 Misconceptions About Africa Held by Secondary
School Studants As_Reflectad in Specitic Items
On_the Africa Achisvement Test

Misconcep~ 1967 Survey Experimentel Group | Control Group One
tion “¥rade 7| Orade TZ | ~“Pretest | Posttest | Pretest | Posttest
1 56.7% ---; 43.4% 28.4% 42.8% 32.0%
$2 55.1% | 56.1% 52.8% 5.4% 57.2% | 22.2%
#3 50.5% | 63.4% 62.4% 21.6% 68.8% | 44.8%
¢4 48.5% | 63.5% 53.4% 56.3% 51.8% | 48.5%
#5 46.7% | 55.5% 54.2% 30.5% 51.8% | 36.6%

preparation does not significantly affect the cognitive learning
results obtained by using Africa South of the Schara: An Inquiry

Program for Grades 7-10.

Tests of Affective Learning: The semantic differential
instrument, Africa Attitudes Survey, was administered to the
Experimantal Group and to both control groups as a posttast .
only. Since all of the prutests had shown no variance between
the groups, it was assumed that any differences found on the
attftude instrument were the result of the experimental variables
being considered., The scores on this instrument could range from
a low of 7 to & high of 49, The higher the score, the more posie-
tive wes the student attitude toward any given concept. A score
of 28 was a completely neutral reaction.

Analysis of the results of this survey indicated that; in
general, the students tended to respond to the concepta poaftively.
The highest score for any one concept was 47.91 and tke lowest
was 25.21. Only HOMEWORK received mean scoras below the 28 mid-
point. No significant differencet were fournd batween the Experi-
pental Gggug and Control Croup One, although there was a suggestion

at a tighter design or a more set.sitive instrument might have
detected significant differences for some of the concepts. FPor

example, three concepts which had the highest F values are shown
in Pigure 10,

However, wvhen the varlable of teacher preparation is taken
into consideration many of the differencea are significant., The

Eggerggggtgl Croup used the Project Africa materifals taught by
ordinary teachers, vhile Control Group Two used the Project Africa

70,




Figure 10 Experimental Group and Control Group One Mean
Scores on Selected Items of Africa Attitudes Survey

Concept ! Class Experimental | Control One P Sig.
mean score mean score

Homework White females 27.73 25.21 2.?50 N.B.

Mape, atcs| White females 38,00 36,36 2.451 NeB.

Africa‘ White males 32,22 29.55 2,113 N.8.

materials taught by teachers with special proparation and motivae~
tion. The differences between the two groups' scores on _the Africa
Attitudes Survey (white male and female scores combined) are shown
in Pigure 1,

Figure 11 2 erimntal and Control Group Two Mean
gcores on n Africa At:{ At;ltudes Survay

Concept | Experimental Control Two F $ig.
School 36,09 41,36 469 n.s,
Learning 38.25 : 39.52 1,452 .8,
Social Studies 3427 38,63 5,940 05
Teacher - 35,15 40.18 9.164 01
Homework 26,92 28,09 815 Ned,
Maps, ete. 37.88 40.73 3.870 NeS,
Africa . 2038 40,85 13,639 | .01
Asia 3l.22 34.82 6,143 .05
South Amerfca 33.15 36,95 4,850 05
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These results show no significant difference ralated to general
attitude toward school, an even split in the four ccncepts related
to the social studles classroom, and significant differences in
attitudes toward the "non-western" world in general and especially
toward Africa in particular,

Conclusions

Evaluation of Afrjca South of the Sshara: An Inquiry Program
for Grades 7-10 began with several research questions, Some of
these were clearly rnswered and others, due to weaknesses in the
design of the study or ian the Instruments, were left unanswered,

The flrst question was, '"'Is the content of the program accurate,
well=balanced, and up=to=date?” The relevant data comes primarily
from tha evatuations by the university scholars., Overall, the
answer to this question is yes,

While certain factual inaccuracles were pointed out, primarily
in tho history Topic, these were relatively minor errcrs and easily
corrected, There was no suggestion that the program as a whole
tended Lo ba blased or {naccurate. Lack of balance was seen as
a problem only in Topic III, Changing Africa, and even there it
was more en apparent lack of clear objectives for the materials
than a problem of distortion. Only twice was there a question of

. the up=do-date nature of the materials. There was a suggestion
that the culture study on the Hausa depicted these people {n a
more traditional light than f{s actually the case, and soma of the
readings on Zimbabwe reflected points of view which hava been
rejected by cu~rent scholarship, When the scope and depth of the
Project materials are considered, thesc criticisms can he seen as
importent to those sactions to which they refer, buc of minor
significance for the overall program,

The second question was, '"Can teachars who have not had spacial
preparation use these materials successfully?" Disregarding the
question of whethor teachers without special preparation can achieve
the stated objectives of the program and looking only at whether
these teachers found the inquiry strategy and the materfals useable,
the answer, based on the teachers' evaluations, is a qualified yes.

Most of the teachers had very definite problems, initially,
in adjusting to the style of teaching demanded by the inquiry
strategy. However, nearly all of them were able to adjust and, by
the completion of the program, felt quite comfortable. Some dife
ficulty was experienced with specific materials and specific
suggested activities, but the vast majority seemed to work well.
Tha design of the study called for Lthe teachers to follow the
toaching guides explicitly and this resulted in some frustration
and suggestions for more flexibility. From this it can be readily
concluded that a teacher could take the project materials and the
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accompanying teaching guides and adapt them to his particular
classroom situation and style of teaching and malie them work
very well indeed.

The third question was, ""Do students and teachers find the
program enjoyable?" ‘The data from the teachers' evaluations,
the student evaluations and some concepts on the Africa Attitudes
Survey are relevant here. Enjoyment is, of course, a relative
quafity and the data only speaks to whether teachers and atudents
found these materials enjoyable in conparison with what they
normally teach and study. Based on these data the zcnclusion
is that both tuachers and students find parts of the program
enjoyable and that probably the teachers were more favorably
impressed than the students,

The introduction and first topic appear to have beea enjoyed.
The second topic was boring in spots and generally less excitiug
than what had come before. By the time the third topic was taken
up, both teachers and students, but especially the students, were
tired of the repetitious nature of the matarials an! teaching
strategies. For example, filmstrips which vere very favorably
received early in the program vere not rated very highly by the
end of the study.

Probebly two factors account for a diminishing "enjoyment'
of the program of study. First, the Introduction and much of
Topic I and Topic II had been revised at least once based on
the pilot evaluation, while parts of Topic II and all of Topic
I11 were bteing taught in their initial forms. No doubt the
quality and mechanics of the first part of the program ticre better
than those of the.laot parts Secondly, it {s probable that wmore
variety in materials, activities, and teaching techniques is
needed as a chenge of pace throughout the course of the progrem.
In fact, the high quality and great variety of the first segments
of the course may have "jaded" the students to such a degree that
nothing could maintain the level of enjoyment they initially
experienced,

The fourth question was, "Does the progiam result in students
learning knowledge about Africa?" Based on teacher evaluations,
student evaluations and the resulte of the first four subtests
of the Africa Achievement Test, the answer is an unqualified yes.

Both teachers and students were convinced that learning
about Africa had taken place. The students especially commented
on the reduction in their stereotyped image of the region arnd its
peoples, That such a reduction in stercotyped knowledge did fin~
deed occur {9 born out by thaccmparison of the experimental stue
dents' misconceptions after completing the study with their mise
conceptions before the scudy and with the misconceptions found
in the general secondaty school population,
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When compared with the course of study that the students
normally study, Africa South of the Sshara resulted in significantly
more learning sbout the ecarly history of Africa and about the people
and culture of the region. This program also resulted in students
learning much about the geogrephy of Africa, although this was
about the same that others learned in their usual courses, Students
studying the project program learned just as much as those in the
control groups in the area of colonial and current Africen history.

The fifth question asked if students who use this program
increased their skills of intellectual inquiry, Apparently they
did not. The lack of positive results on the Watson=Glaser Critical
Thinking Appraisal and the ambiguous nature of “the results on the
Inquiry Skills Test form the basis for this conclusion,

Of course, the very nature of inquiry s2ills makes it dif=~
ficult to get a definite answer to the question., It is difficult
to clearly define the precise nature of these skills and even more
difficult to secure or develop an instrument that will measure them.
Whatever behaviors these skills represent, it is probable that °
they take longer than fiftecen weeks to develop and that the effect
of a course of this duration would be difficult to detect. Both
students and teachers, however, did remark on improvements in
the "thinking'' behavior of those in the experimental classes.
There was even some evidence that the increase in intellectual
abilities carried over into other ciasses and did not die out
over the summer. However, such remarks by persons who were
evare of what the program was supposed to accomplish can not be
given too much weight at this poinu.

‘The sixth question was, "Does this program result in students
developing more positive attitudes toward Africa?" The answer is
a very tentative "possgibly.” Some students did remark about such
a change in attitudes and the semantic differential scores for
AFRICA showed noteworthy, but not statistically significant,
differences between the Experimental Group and Control Group
One. Little more can be added to this conclusion at this point.

The final question was, ""Do students who use this program
develop nore positive attitudes toward school in general and social
studies in particular?'' Here again it is difficult to give a firm
angwer. However, the weight of the evidence suggests that the
engwer 1is probably no,

The teacher evaluations and some of the student comments "~
pointed in the direction of positive changes in attitudes toward -
school. However, the Africa Ariitudes Survey did not support this.
It seems probable that there is a very definite positive effect on
some students, These seem to be students who are bright enough to
succeed in school but who are bored and have a history of failure
or of just scraping by. The profiles of the students reported in
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the results and the comments by the teachers referred to above
support this notion, Certainly this is an important area for
future research,

Based on the answers to these seven questions, then, three
conclusions about Africa South of the Sahar' ' An Inquiry Program
for Grades 7=10 can be made:

1. Africa South of the Sahara does work in the claas=
room. Students who uge this program of study will
increase their knowledge of Africa, especially in
areas such as early history and indigenous culture
which have traditionally been ignored in American
schools., This increase in knowledge will occur
whether the teacher in the classroom has any
special preparation in the methodology. of in=~
quiry teaching or not and whether the teacher

.- - has special preparation in the subject matter
‘ ;- or mot. : ’

2, The methodology of inquiry~teaching will work with
. average students even where the teacher is unfamiliar
with this style of teaching. Inquiry-~teaching will
work, that is, when the teacher is supplied with
the necessary materials and with carefully struc~
tured lessons,

3. The primary factor which influences student at-
titudes is the classroom teacher's attitudes.
A teacher can teach information whether he en=-
Jjoys 1t or not. However, in order to develop
positive attitudes among his students~--toward
school in general and his subject in particular~-
he must be sincerely enthusiastic about and com-
mitted to whatever it is he is teaching. If
Africa South of the Sahara is to change student
attitudes, it will do so by convincing teachers
that the study of Africa is important and can be
intaresting and enjoyable.

In sum, the experimental materials comprising Africa South
of the Sahara: An Inquiry Program for Grades 7-10 is an excellent
source of materials and teaching strategies from which individusl
teachers can select those appropriate to themselves and their
sti'lents., Implementation of this program, in toto, with any
given group of students will likely accomplish most of the pro=
gram's cognitive objectives, but only a minimum of the affective
objectives, However, wise selection and careful adaptation can
lead to a course of study which will meet most of these objectives
for almost any group of students.
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Summary

Project Africa's evaluation efforts were concentrated exclu-
sively on the materials comprising its program of study for use
in 7-10th grade social studies courses. This evaluation involved
a limited pilot trial of these materials followed by a rather
extensive, more formal field trial. This latter phase of the .
evaluation involved university specialists, teachers and students.
Data were collected by means of questionnaires, annotated critiques
and test instruments. Analysis of these data was performed and
reported in a variety of ways with the intent of providing evalua-
tive 1nformation for use by educators 1nterested in using the
project's materials.

The evaluation conducted by Project Africa, of course, leaves
much to be desired, Considerably more field testing and much
further analysis of evaluation data is needed in order to measure
adequately the impact on students of different ability levels,
ethnic backgrounds and grade levels of the project's 7-10th grade
program of study., In addition, numerous materials developed by
the project but untried in classroom situations need to be so
tested and further refined. Nevertheless, it is obvious that
rnost of the materials designed and developed by Project Africa do
work in the average social studies classroom with students of
average ability and can be used adequately by teechers who have
received no special training in their use. .Developing such ma=-
terials was the major goal of this project,

76,



N

DISSEMINATION OF RESEARCH

The ultimate goal of curriculum research und development
is to improve teaching=-and thus learning=-=in our classrooms.
This was the objective of Project Africa just as it has been
the objective of the scores of other similar university and
Office of Education supported research projects, But improved
classroom teaching and learning does not result merely from the
development and evaluation of new materials, teaching strategies
and curriculum outlines, Improved instruction requires dis-
semination of these new materials and of the products of all
curriculum research. It requires getting these materials,
techniques and ideas into the hands of those who are in a .
position to use them to affect learning~-our classroom teachers.

Dissemination of the results of curriculum research and
development projects can be viewed as having two basic dimensions,
One of these dimensions is informational in intent and design.
Before teachers can improve what is being done in their class-
rooms, they must become aware of the need for improvement~~they
mugt rcalize the gap between what it is that is going on in
their classrooms and what ought to be going on there. Once
this has been realized, teachers then must somehow become informed
about how to close this gap-~they must find better ways to teach
and different and presumably better materials to use. Helping
teachers deal with these tasks-=-helping them ask and answer the
questions: What needs to be improved and why? How can these
improvements be made? What can be used to make these improve-
ments?==is primarily an information=providing cask. And it is
an important part of the dissemination of results of curriculum
improvement research.

The second basic dimension of curriculum improvement research
disgenination is that of training., Informing teachers of ways to
improve instruction and materials that can be used is only the
first step in initiating such improvements, Providing training
in the use of new materials and teaching approsches is also
necessary. Thus, dissemination of the results of curriculum
research and development efforts must also include some practical
training in specific ways to bring about the improvement sought
by providing guidance in the use of the materials, strategies
and other results of the developmental researcii.

Project Africa's dissemination activities snught both to
help inform teachers about aud to help train them in ways and
materials to improve instruction about Africa south of the
Sahara in their classrooms. Although the distinction between
these two aspects of dissemination were not always clearly de=-
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fined=~indeed, at times the two dimensions were so interwoven in
the sama activity that they were indistinguishable-~we have chosen
to describe them separately here for purposes of clarity.

Disseminating Information

One way to alert those engaged in teaching about Africa
south of the Sahara to the inadequaciss and weaknesses of typical
classroom studies of this region is to put teachers in touch with
descriptions of the wide range of objectives, teaching approaches
and materials suitable for use in their classrooms, The staff
of Project Africa made numerous efforts to do this primarily
through the use of various publications and direct, personcl
contact,

Publications: Project Africa attempted to reach teachers in
a variety of ways through the printed word. A number of publica-
tions were issued directly by the project especially designed to
inform teachers about the nature of the project and its research
as well as about the wide varitety of commercially prepared instruc~
tional materials on Africa south of the Sahara already available
for use in their classrooms, A detailed summary of project
activities and plans as well as brief descriptions of material~
developed, research undertaken by the project, and catalog lists
of project materials available from ERIC were mailed to hundreds
of teachers in response to their queries for information and
assistance. Detailed compilations of project research into student
stereotypes and knowledge, available commercially-produced instruc=
tional materials, and opinions and views of educators and African
specialists as presented in the professional literature were
distributed to teachers on request as long as the limited supply
lasted,* These publications were designed to alert teachers to the
wide variety of materials available for their immediate classroom
use and to provide them with guidelines and suggestions for organi-
zing improved studies of Africa south of the Sahara in their schools.

The pages of professional journals provided a second avenue
for project=-teacher communication of an informative nature, Tea=-
chers were periodically alerted to the existence and work of Project
Africa by descriptive features and reports in a wide variety of
Journals and other publications including Grade Teacher, Africa
Today, The African Studies Bulletin, Social Education, the Foreign
Policy Association and International Studies Association news=
letters, Focus on Asian Studies, Civic Leader, News and Notes In
the Social Studies, and Memo, a publication of the United States

* )
Images of Africa: What American Secondary School Students Know
and Believe About Africa South of the Sahara (36 pp.) and Africa
Scuth of the Sahara: A Resourc2 Guide for Secondary School Teachers
(210 pp.). See Appendix B,
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National Commission for UNESCO. Bulletins distributed by various
state education departments also carried notice or descriptions
of the project's activities.

Articles describing and summarizing various aspects of .
project research were also published in a number of journals of
national importance, including The Journal of Negro Education,
Social Education, The African Studies Bulletin and Media and
Methods ,*

Finally, the results of our research=-in the form of re=
ports and instructional materials, teaching guides and student
materials-=-were deposited in the ERIC Document Reproduction
Service where, for a small reproduction fee, they are available
to any interested educators. Most of these materials may be
secured in peper. All are available in microfiche.%¥

Pexgsonal Contact: The second major method utilized by the
project staff to inform teachers about ways to improve the tea-
ching of Africa south of the Sahara wus by means of personal
contact either in the form of speeches and addresses to large
gatherings of teachers or at teacher training workshops and in-
service programs.

: The project director and associate director presented==by
invitation=~ a number of papers and delivered several addresses
to plenary and other large group meetings of national organizations
to which educators interested in African studies customarily be-
long. These included presentations before the Association for
the Study of Negro Life and History, the African Studies Associa=-
tion, the National Council for Geographic Education, The National
Council for the Social Studies and the American Educational Re=
search Association. A number of additional similar presentations
were also made at annual meetings of state social studies councils,
at local social studies council meetings and at special conferences
such as those sponsored by Michigan State University, the Foreign
Policy Association, the African-American Institute and the Associa=
tion for Asian Studies, :

Other informationel presentations were made at numerous
teacher workshops sponsored variously by universities, local
school systems, private organizaions and other organizations
interested in education. Unlike the more formal presentations -
to larger gatherings, these presentations frequently emphasized
specific guidelines for improving classroom teaching about Africa,

x ,
See Appendix E.

*n ‘

See Appendixes B and C, .-
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descriptions of useful available materials snd, occasionally,
demonstrations of project~designed materials and teaching strategies.

Informing teachers about the work of Project Africa or about
ways and materials for use in teaching about Africa south of the
Sshara involved more than just the permanent staff of the project,
Consultants and teachers associated with the project, because of
their experience with the project, also found opportunities to
talk with groups of teachers, either in workshop~type situations
or in district, local or state social studies council meetings.

Communicating with teachers about improving instruction on
Africa, while an activity of sccondary concern for the project
staff and consultants, was nevertheless an important aspect of
Project Africa's dissemination activities. At times this com=
munication was of an entfirely informational nature. But other
times it involved informing and training teachers. Indeed, the
project originally proposed to undertake a major teacher-training
effort as an integral part of its work.

Teacher Training

Project Africa recognized from the first that improved
instruction about Africa south of the Sahara involved more than
talking to teachers~-it required working with them as well. The
project staff thus engaged in a numbar of activities designed to
provide training in the use of new methods and materials to classe
room teachers whose prime tesponsibility was to teach about Africa
south of the Sahara, ‘

Some of these activities were less obvious than others. In
employing experienced classroom teachers as researchers each
summer, for example, the project was actually engaged in training
them in ways to inprove classroom inastruction about Africa both
by providing them carefully supervised opportunities to create
new materials within a conceptually=oriented, multi-media, in-
quiry-tcaching framework and also by giving them the resultant
materials and units to use, under controlled conditions, in their
oun classrooms, In the course of the project ten teachers re=
ceived this type of training, '

Another twenty teachers also received considerable 'training"
in new ways and materials to use in teaching about Africa south of
the Sahara, although this “training' was only indirectly super-
vised and probably not alwaye consciously undertaken. These
were the teachers who used experimental materials and strategies
‘designed by the project in the classroom field trial evaluations.
Sixteen weeks of conscientious use of these materials:in actual
teaching situations, even if without direct instruction, contribu-
ted significantly toward improving the teaching of these experie
menting teachers as attested by their own subsequent evaluations .
and those of their supervisors. .
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It is interesting to note here that as a result of partici-
pation in the Project, either as summer curriculum researchers
or as experimenting teachers, many of these thirty educators
have significantly altered their own teaching in ways they and
their supervisors view as '"improved," have been asked by their
schools as well as neighboring scheols to work with other teachers
to help them upgrade their teaching about Africa south of the
Sahara and have conducted and continue to conduct local in-ser=-
vice programs on teaching about Africa south of the Sahara.

Project Africa also made special efforts to provide extensive
in-gervice training to large numbers of teachers whose major re-
sponsibility it is to teach about Africa south of the Sshara in
secondary grades throughout the United States., This training was
built on a belief that until teachers become aware of how un=
informed and unaware -they really are about African history, cul=-
ture and development=-until teachers become aware of the extent
to which their own cultural biases color and distoxt vhat they
themselves believe and thus teach about this region and its
peoples =~-until teachers become aware of ways to use content
about Africa to accomplish broader conceptual skill and af-
fective objectives==until teachers become aware of these things,
there can be little if any significant improvement in class=
room teaching and learning about Africa south of the Sahara.

Hence, Project Africa as an integral part of its curriculum
research and development, organized a number of large-scale, con=
tinuing in-service workshops in selected areas of the United
States during the Fall of 1969, These programs were designed
specifically for secondary school world geography and world
history/cultures teachers. They emphasized information about
Africa south of the Sahera, strategies and techniques for using
inquiry to teach about Africa, and commercially-prepared as well
as teacher-made materials for use in the classroom.

Each workshop consisted of seven two-hour meetings., Each
meeting was devoted to a different aspect of teaching about Africa
and each featured a different speaker or leader. Part of each
meeting was devoted to a formal presentation by the speaker and
part was devoted to questiors from and discussion with the par-
ticipating teachers. Finally, each presentation was built around
content and materials illustrative of the most desirable approaches
to classroom instruction about Africa south of the Sahara., Audio-
visual materials were used exteusively throughout each workshop,

The General structure of these workshops was as follows'

Session I: Changing Africa - An overview of the present scene
in Africa south of the Sghara with
: emphasis on the dynamics of change-=
oot and analysis of the forces for change,
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Session II' Geography

Session I1III1:

Segsion IV:

Indigenous
Culture and

Society

Historical
Development

Session V: Nation Building -=

Session VI:
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Africa in the
World Today

the roots of resistance to change
and the human responses to change.
This session was designed more to
stimulate questions than to pro=
vide answers.

An overview of tine physical geo-
graphy of the continent with
discussion of the limitations and
potentials that the physical en-
vironment have in the past and may
in the future impose on human
activities. Content was presented
within a conceptual framework that
attempted to explain the geogra-
phic origins and evolution of Africa
as well as the effect of its habitat
on the peoples of the lands south of
the Sahara.

An overview of selected character=
istics of life styles and cultures
indigenous to Africa South of the
Sahara. Information about these
characteristics was prescnted

and analysed through presentations
of African art, dance and music.

An overview of African history from
prehistory through the period of
the Atlantic slave trade with
spacial emphasis on forces that -
have helped shape contemporary
Africa south of the Sahara and

the impact of these forces on
individual Africans. Considereble
attention was devoted to an analysis
of ancient African kingdoms and
empires.

An analysis of the independence
movement in Africa south of the
Sahara including pre~independence
pressures, post-independence pro-
blems and current prospects.

An analysis of inter-state rela-
tions among the nations of Africa
and between African nations and
other nations in the world with
special attention to current events



in Rhodesia, Nigeria, South Africa
and the Congo. Emphasis was also
placed on examples of international
cooperation for national development.

Sesaion VII: Teaching A conceptual framework for teaching
About Africa about Africa south of the Sahara
South of the in secondary schools including
Sahara demonstrations of appropriate

teaching strategies and new
instructional materials.

Each of these sessfons featured a different speaker. The
speakers were drawn from the project's consultants and included
African, European and American scholars and educators. Each
workshop, for example, was launched by a presentation by Pro-
fessor Absolom Vilakazi, chairman of the African Studies Program
at ihe American University in Washington, D.C.. Among those
conducting subsequent sessions of these workshops were Professor
Burton Witthuhan (geography) of The Ohio State University; Professor
Graham Irwin (history) Institute of African Studies, Columbia
University; Professor Robert Thompson (indigenous culture/music
and dance), Yale University; Professor Matia Kiwanuka (history)
Makerere and Duke Universlties; Edward Cutler (indigenous cultures)
Frederick Douglas Museum of African Ari; Professor James Gibbs
(indigenous cultures), Stanford University. Other well know
university scholars made occasional presentations. The project
director and/or associate director conducted the final session
of each workshop., Every speaker was an outstanding scholar and
recognized specialist in his field.  All had worked extensively
with teachers--most had made significant contributions to the
Project's curriculum developmzat activitics as well,

The mechanics of these workshops were relatively simple,

Each workshop was conducted in cooperation with a sponsoring
school system that recruited qualified teachers from among its own
- faculty and from neighboring systems. This school also scheduled
the workshop sessions, provided meeting facilities and provided

a workshop administrator who was given released time to recruit
participants and arrange and conduct each seesion. Project Africa
coordinated the entire workshop program, secured and scheduled
speakers, underwrote all administrative and travel costs and
speaker honoraria and provided study and other bibliographic
materials., Workshop sessions were generally conducted on a once=-
a~week basis for seven weeks although there were a variety of
other ways they could have been scheduled. Most workchops re=
quired certain outside reading. Ineservice credits were usually
awarded by the schools of the participants, :

Our original pian of operation called for Project Africa to
sponsor and conduct eight workshops organized on this mcdel, each
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anrolling up to one hundred qualified teachers, during the final
nine months of operation. However, a sizcable cut in project
funds during its final fiscal period eliminated all but three of
these workshops, One workshop was held for seventy teachers
of the Tucson, Arizona and surrounding public school systems;
another for ninety teachers in the Buffalo and western New

York area; and the third for seventy-five teachers in the
Plainview=0ld Bethpage and surrounding school districts on

Long Island, Scheduled workshops for qualified teachers from
school districts in and around Eugene, Oregon; Pittsburgh, Pen=
nsylvania; Cleveland, Ohio; Baltimore, Maryland and Deuver,
Colorado were cancelled by the elimination of project funds
requested for them,

Nevertheless, the three workshops that wer: held accomplished
the objectives set for them=~and more, Over two hundred and thirty
private and public secondary school teachers of African studies
participated regularly in these in-service training sessions.
Almost without exception these teachers and their supervisors
responded with enthusiasm to the complete workshop programs.

Most indicated they found the presentations and follow-up discus-
sion "both stimulating and enlightening.' In summary of the
werkshop conducted in Western New York, Mr., Bronson Collins,
social studies chairman of the Hamburg (New York) Central

Hgih School and workshop director noted: '

We, in Hamburg, want you to know, first of all,
how much we appreciated the opportunity to par~
ticipate in such a wonderful series of atimulating
1ectures on a much needed subject,

This sentiment is echoed by all the participants.
So many of the enrollees said to me, in the same
vein, "How else would we have been able to hear
such experts...?"

That this was not an isolated reaction is affirmed by the Assistant
Superintendent of the Plainview=0ld Bethpage (New York) schools
who wrote'

I want you to know how pleased I am with the
manner in which the Project Africa workshop
has been accepted by our staff, and 1 quote
from one of the letters that has been sent °
to this office:

"1 have been taking the Inservice Course,
Project Africa,this fall and because it is
on> of the most interesting and worthwhile
courses 1 have ever attended, I want to thank
you for arranging it. It is a privilege to
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- hear outstanding scholars each week, and -
the materials they bring with them and
distribute, adds to the value of the
lecture,.."

. The in-service teacher training programs sponsored by Project
Africa were an fmportant, if somewhat secondary, feature of its
overall curriculum impr.:/ement effort. ' They brought together
teachers whose concerns were quite similar but who were very
likely to be unknown to each other, They disseminated vitally
needed information about content, teaching materials and in-
structional strategies and provided limited training in their
use. They gave classroom teachers and outstanding specialists
in African studies an opportunity to meet and work together on
a subject of mutual concern, Above all, they '"turned teachers
on"==and turning teachers on is one of the first steps toward
improved classroom instruction, about Africa south of the
Sahara or any other subject.

Svmmnary

One of Profect Africa's most important functions was in the
area of dissemi. .tion. This consisted of inforning teachcrge==
via specially printed rmaterials, articles in professional jrur-
nals, use of the ERIC system presentation of formal papers at
national conferences and presentations in state and local
meetings and in-service workshops of the wide variety of ob-
Jectives, approaches and materials available for use in teaching
about Africa south of the Sahara. This dissemination also con=-
sisted of providing needed training in content, methods, materials
and ways to use them in the classroom, by direct instructioa,
example and supervised practice in the forms of research intern-
ships, classroom experimentation and continuing in-service worke-
shops.,

Improved classroom instruction 3bout Africa south of the
Sahara requires more than just developing and evaluating new
learning materials and teaching strategiles. New materials per
ge have no impact on instruction unless they are implemented in
the classrooms of our schools, This requires extensive comamunica-
tion between curriculum developers and classroom teachers. This
was the purpose of the dissemination undertaken by Project Africa.

No matter how many or what kinds of learning materials omn
Africa south of the Sahara are produced or already exist, 1if
teachers do not know of them or know how best to use them to
facilitate learning there will be little if any change, to say
nothing of improvement, in their classrcom teaching. No matter
how much information there is about the subject matter used in
the classroom, unless teachers are in some way brought into
covtact with it and helped to see better ways to use it, they will
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not have the background requisite even to attempt to improve
classroom instruction. Unless teachers can become informed of
different ways of teaching about Africa south of the Sahara,
there will be little incentive on their part to change what they
now do, It is the prime function of curriculum dissemination

fo inform and guide teachers about theso aspecte of ieproved in-
struction. Any curriculum improvement project, if it hopes to
have a significant classroon: impact, must find some way to work
with teachers in the areas of materials, instruction and content.
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CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Project Africa was a major social studies curriculum improvee
ment offort. It was, to some degree, quite typical of the national
social studies curriculum improvement efforts which mushroomed in
the middle sixties. But in goms ways this project was also unique.

Project Africa was a highly original endeavor dealing as it
did with an area of content untouched by any previous curriculum
improvement efforts of similar magnitude, with resources that
oft-times required considerable search to identify and locate
and with a teaching strategy quite unfomfliar to most educators.
This project was also national in scope-=~national in the sense
that what it attempted to do had utility throughout the United
Staten and was not restricted by any state or local curriculum
requirements, Furthermore, it was national in its source of
support as well as in the resources upon which {t drew.

Project Africa was, in another sense, quite limited. Of the
goals it set for {tself, that of designing new instructional ma-
texials was by far its major concern. All other objectives, how-
ever related to this objective, were considered quite secondary
to this task. Evenso, thc work of the project required the ex~
pertise of many people-=including specialists on Africa, experienced
classroom teachers, spacialists in various facets of teaching, evalu~
ation, media and curriculum, and students themselves. Project Africa
was, indeed, a cooperative eftort of many talents.

A Sunmary of Accomplishments

Project Africa undertook a research and development progcam
of forty months duratfone~from March 1, 1967 through June 30, 1970.
During this period it used approximately $175,000 in federal and
university funds as waell as thousands of manehours of croative,
developmantal endeavor. What is there to show for aull this?

First, there is soma vary considerable basic research that
has proven and will continue to prove useful to teachers who wish
to icprove their own tesching about Africa south of the Sahara.
This research provides detailed data on what selevted American
studenta typically know about this region and its peoples prior
to thelr secondary school study of these topics. It also de-
scribes a wide variety of suggested objectives, organizational
patterns and approaches for use ia fastructiou about Africa south
of the Sshara in our secondary school grades. Finally, our ree
search identitied and describes over 700 commsrcially-ptrepared
fnstructional materials of all types that may be used in claase
room study of this subject. All of this research is readily
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available to teachers through the ERIC Document Reproduction
Service.

Second, Project Africa has designed and produced experimental
copies of a whole host of new instructional materials on Africa
south of the Sahara including resource maps, single concept film-
strips, programmed tapes, & data book, overhead transparencies,
data cards and numerous reading materials. Most of these materie
als have been tested in a variety of classrooms with a variety
of students and have proven their workability as well as thelr
usefulness in improving learning about Africa south of the Sahara.
All of these materials are available to teachers directly through
the ERIC Document Reproduction Sarvicee-=either in their original
form {f written or paper materials or via descriptions of them
1f they are filmstrips. Revisions may be nceded in meny instances
before these materials can be best used in any classroom, but
these materials are navertheless now available for classroom use.

Third, detailed teaching guides that weave these new materi~
als into inquiry-oriented learning experiences have been developed
and are available, again through the ERIC service. Although the
project's materials may ba used in a wide variety of ways, teachers
wishing to engage their atudents in inquiry learning about Africa
south of the Sahara or any other social studies topics may find
these pre=-planned lessons most useful=-if only as bases for de=
vising similar lessons of their owm.

Pourth, the project h:.>, in most instences, conducted exe
tensfive avaluation of its materials and teaching strategias, and
tho results of this evaluation are also immediately availadble,
through ERIC. Content presented in the 7-10th grade materials
has been carefully critiqued by outstanding scholars; the ma=
terials an- their use have been analysed and evaluated by students
and teachers alika; and a veriety of evaluation instruments were
adoinistered to deternine how well inquiry=structured use of these
materials contributes to uccorplishing their presciibed objectives.
Such data will be most useful to teachers planniang to use tha
project materials or to develop their vwn matarials.

Finally, the {nesorvice teacher workshops conducted by
Project Africa may g2orve as a useful model for educators ine
terected in improving the quality of instruction on or merely
teacher background information about Africa south of the Sshara
in their schools. The basic elements of these workshops--content
presentations by internationally recognized scholars, use of
materials and methods readily adeptable for secondary school
classroom use and considerable euphasis by demonstration, analysis
and further study of the '"how to" and '"what with' aspects of
teaching about Africa south of the Sahara, these basic elements
may be structured in a wide number of ways in order to help
classroom teachers gain new competencies and confidence. The
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model developed by Project Africa is merely one such approach
to such {n-service training, albeit one that seems to work quite
well,

There is, however, another accomplishment of this project
that cannot be packaged for immediate dissemination to teachers.
That 18 the close working relationship that evolved during ‘the
work of Project Africa between a large number of university and
college specialists in African studies on the one hand and sec~
ondary school teachers and educationists on the other. Involving
all of these educators in curriculum development work on Africa
has led not only to an awareness and better understanding of the
concerns each of the other but also to the development of a mutual
interest in cooperative endeavors to deal constructively with
these concerns. Project Africa has not only met certain teacher
needs for attention, information and other assistance but has
also opened new links between secondary school classrooms and
universities, Classroom instruction and scholarship can only
benefit as a result.

The accomplishments of Project Africa are thus of several
types-~both hard data and experience., They are quite closely
related to the original objectives of the Project, The original
proposal for this project, in fact, stated that the "expected
outcomes, . wWill be:

(1) An annotated bibliography of salected curriculum
and teaching guides on Sub=Sgharan Africa.

(2) A statement of concept, understanding, attitude
and skill objectives for instruction in Sube
Saharan Africa in ninth grade world geography,
tenth grade world history and senior electives.

(3) Teaching guides, content cutlines and instruce
tional materfals for use in instr.ction on
Sub=Saharan Africa at these selecied grade
lavels,

(6) 1Improved teacher awareness--via ineservice
workshops and printed annotated bibliogrephiese=
of tha availability of these materials for classe
room use.

(5) Improved communication between scholars, educa-
tors, educational media specfalists and classroom
teachers in common efforts to improve education.

(6) 1Isproved instruction in and understanding of the
history, culture and development of peoples of
Sub=Saharan Africa,”
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All of these outcomes are reflected by the accomplishments listed
above-~with one exception,

It would be erroneous to claim that becausa of Project
Africa's research the sixth predicted outcome-~improved in=-
struction in and understanding of the history, culture and
development of peoples of Sub=Saharan Africa-~i{s a reality, at
least in more than a handful of classrooms. Whethar or not there
will be any improvement in teaching and learning about Africa in
our classrooms remains yet to be seen, What Project Africa has
done 1s to provide some very basic tools which can be used to
bring about this improvement. For without these tools=-without
good basic research, gecod materials and useful teaching guides-=
there can be no improvement at all. But using these materials
to bring about improved learning is something beyond the power
of the Project to ensure., This is something that falls to ed=
ucators at state, local and classroom levels., What Project Africa
has done is to make needed improvements possible--but it 18 up
to other educators to make these improverments-a reality.

It would also ba unfair to give the impression that any
improvements in teaching and learning about Africa have been the
direct result of Project Africa's research., The Project has
influenced a large number of classroom teachers and educators,
to ba sure. But {t's work has been reinforced, aided and expanded
by a number of other similar, state and local curriculum improve~
ment efforts, by a considerable fnterest in Afro-American studies
which has mushroomed in the past several years, and by the great
number of commercial instructional materials that have deluged
our schools since 1967, Projact Africa stands today as just one
force=ealthough the only one of national scope=-=for improved
classroom instruction about Africa.

Commentary and Evaluation

Curriculum development-~on Africa South of the Sahara as on
any other subject=<has frustrations as well as satisfactions, It
would be erroneous to give the impression that our work, while
it has been somewhat fruitful, has been devoid of any of these
frustrations, for it has not. Not everything the project set
out to accomplish has f{n fact been accomplished, especially in
a form in vhich we would 1ike ideally to have it done.

The project was, for example, unable to secure all the kinds
of expertise it needed in the numbers needed., It was unable to
develop and test a number of instructional materials that were
suggested or required by its research., It was unable to conduct
the ki..is of evaluation originally proposed or ideally suited to
the Nnds of materials being developed. And, it was unadle to do
as thorough research on materfials for the 12th grade as on other
materials it developed. A further word about each of these
deficiencies is f{a order here.
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One difficulty which Project Africa faced related to staffing,
Although the Project relied on the tslents of a great many people,
the specific talent most required was that of creating learning
experiences and materials useful in inquiry-oriented instruction.
This talent, we found, was in short supply, indeed, It is the
rare university or college specislist that possesses this creative
ability and, we found, it is also difficult to rind even in the
ranks of experienced classroom teachers. There is no dearth of
classroom teachers interested in or desirous of making inquiry-
oriented materials on Africa, of course. But there are very few
able to do so successfully,

Unlike many curriculum projects which focus on more tra-
ditional subject matter, Project Africa found a very small pool
from which this creative talent could be drawn., Considerable
efforts were made to probe this pool--Peace Corps training
centers, special teacher programs on Africa (Teacher Educators
in Bast Africa, Operations Crossroads, Fulbright programs), NDEA
institutes, university African studies programs and state educa=-
tion department specialists were all contacted repestedly in the
hopes of identifying potential developers. Assistance was also
sought through the publications and appropriate divisions of the
National Council for the Social Studies and the African Studies
Association. Eventhough a number of educators were identified,
and some aven did join the project staff through these avenues,
the results of their work was not always up to expectations.

There are many reasons for this difficulty, obviously. Pere
haps our guidelines wore unrealistic. Certainly, inquiry teaching
is not easy==nor knowledge of it very common., Productive working
with inquiry requires considerable training and practice. Yat
we found, too, that knowledge of Africa per se was no indicator of
ability to create useful materials. Being a Peace Corps returnee,
experienced teacher with residence in or extensive university study
of Africa or even a graduata student in African studies programs
did not guarantee either accurate knowledge of Africa, sensitivity
to African culture, awareness of one's mm cultural biases or
knowledge of how to teach about Africa in inquiryefashion,

Consequently, much of Project Africa's research did consist
of onethesjob training of materials developers. And most of the
creative design of materials fell to the director, associate
director and research associate. Although this was to e ne degree
anticipated, the extent to which it was required was not, and cone
siderable time was thus used in these activities that could have
been used in creating and designing other materials, as, indeed,
had been the original plan. Thus, the inability of the Project to
sacure in every instauce the kind of quslified staff required
did 1imit vhat it could accozplish,

Project Africa also was unable to secure enough staff to
carry out its work., This was directly velated to the funds al-
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lotted the project by its sponsors, As the project progressed

it became obvious more materials developers, for example, were
needed than had originally been provided for. However, two sizeable
budget cuts further reduced the number that could be employed,

thus restricting the work of the project evenmore. During the first
and second summers of materials research and development, for in-
stance, the project utilized the services of eight experienced
teacher materials researchers; during the final summer, however,
funds for only four were available. To compensate for this the
project experimented with having a number of materials prepared

on a per~unit basis by educators working during the year at their
own schools, but the results proved generally unsatisfactory.
Requests for additional funds for staff and for reinstitement of
budget cuts were not granted and thus, to a considerable extent,

the project did carry out its work with less staff than desired

and neededs And this wag of course, reflected in what we were
ultimately able to accomplish,

A second frustrationeeor difficulty=--or weakness==i{n the work
of Project Africa was related to the kinds of materials we developed,
or tried to develop., It was determined early in the project to give
heavy emphasis to audio, visual and manipulative materials., How=
ever, securing the raw materials=~original sound recordings, slides
and drawings-~necessary to produce these was extremely difficult,
and in most cases impossible. This was partly a result of inadequate
funds=~or limfted funds made inadequate by the excessive expense of
gsecuring items which were available only in Africa or only at
extremely high prices=-and partly the result of being unable to
find suitable sources in the first place. A wide variety of
certain types of slides were needed for certain units, for example,
but none could be located in the scholarly community. Employing
the aid of professional photo researchiers proved to be impossible
becauce of expenses involved. Requests for additional funds for
a photographic expedition to Africa were not approved, Thus,
certain materials the project wanted to incorporate in its units
could not be prepared--or, in a few instances, these were created
out of inferior sources which were the only sources available
for experimentation,

In other instances, project researchers proposed to develop
materials that proved to be so expensive in terms of reproduction
for experimetitation and/or eventual commercial reproduction as to
take them impractical of inclusion in our materials. Such was the
case, for instance, of a punch card activity designed to accompany
the data book; possibilities of producing sats of pre~punched
cards appeared so dim that plans to develop them for experimentation
were dropped. A slideetape introduction to Africa also proved to
ba excessivaly expensive, both in terms of securing needed slides
and in developing the mechanicas of the materials, co that it vas
designed but not produced for classroom experimentation. Preparae
tion of 8xm loops and of programmed filmstrips, tapes, and texts
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wag ' also considered but eventually rejected for these reasons
alsc,

This is not to say, however, that no materials were produced
because obviously Project Africa did develop a large number of
waterials. The point is that better materials and a wider variety
of materials could have been developed had there been considerably. -
more funds available for this purpose’. Many teachers, scholars,
professional photographers and others did loan slides and tapes to
the project for experimental purposes for a small fee and these
proved most useful in designing what prototyre materials we were
able to create and develop for inclusion in our materials. With
additional funds to seek out or make our own originals, however,
even better materials could have been designed.

Third, Project Africa was unable to conduct the kind of evalu~
ation originally proposed. This was a reault of lack of funds as
well &8s of & lack of time and of an inability to secure adequate
controls in field test situations. As noted above, the decision
originally to concentrate on materials design and development wes
crucial for it meaat that the vast majority of funds allotted the
project would be spent for these purpuvses as they were. Thus,
funds for evaluation were limited in the first place=--and not
always correctly estimated at that! Further later budget re=
ductions served only to accent these limitations by reducing the
number of experimenting classrooid (by restricting che quantity of
experimental materials we could produce), by eliminating any on
aite observational evaluations of these experimental classes or
even strict controls over them, and by limiting the kinds of
analyses that could be made of tha evaluative data itself.

Moreover, evaluation took much more time than was originally
anticipated. Because of 1sck of staff--especially full-time per=
manent staff to wvhom these responsibilities would have been dele~
gated, the design of evaluation instruments was considerably de-
layed and the amount of time required to collect aend analyse the
results took wuch longer than originally planned. Consequently
the analysis of this research was less thorough than we had
planned, and was completed so late as to prevent any significant
revision in materials placed in the pudlic domain. Thus, as
useful as 1s the evaluation that was cowpleted, there is no
question but that a more thorough evaluation could and should have
been done., °

There are, for example, several types of further evaluation
still needed. One arca we need further information about is the
effect of this type of in-depth, inquiry study of Africa south
of the Sshara on black students as cospared to white students,
Although such information was sought in our evaluation, the
type) of schools participating did not make it possible, A
second area requiring considerable further investigation is
that of the longerange effects of this study on studeats of a
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variety of academic abilities and ethnic backgrounds=-on the
skills, attitudes and knowledge they may ratain or lose over the
years, Certainly any complete evaluation of a curriculum pro=-
ject such as Project Africa requires these kinds of evaluation,
too.,

A fourth frustration was the inability to design as thorough
a 12th grade program (as was originally proposed) as we did 7-10th
grade program and then to submit {t to extensive classroom evalua-
tion, This agaln was the result of a lack of funds and of time,
and grew out of our decision, made early in the project, to con-
centrate availeble funds and time on areas most nceding help--
areas in grades 7-10 where study of Africa south of the Safara
is required and therefore inescapable by student and teacher,
areas where help was most needed and needed immediately. 7Two and
one=half years were spent in designin3 and testing the 7-10th
grade materials; less than half that time and reduced funds were
available to replicate this procedure for 12th grade materials
as should have been done. Consequently, the 12th grade materials
are considerably fewer in number and completely unevaluated. Such
was not the original intent of this Project.

In sum, {f Project Africa did indeed, accomplish moat of its
objectives, it also suffered from a number of wecaknecsces. The
roots of these weaknesses seem to be two in number==inadequate
funds and inadequate staff,

That curriculum development on Africa south of the Sahara
requires many talents is certainly true. And while all those
who did contribute to Project Africa made major, constructive
contributions additional contributions were much needed. The
project regularly employed the services of one half-time research
associate; at least three such researchers were sctually needed.
The associate director should have been full-time, or almost fulle
time, on the project on a year-round basic. But the primary need
was for talented creators of inquiry-oricnted materfals on Africa
south of the Sahara. The pool of such talent {s extremely smallee
considerable training must be undertaken to enlarge this pool.
And considerable research is needed to identify qualified developers
from it,

This leads us to an observation about curriculum davelopment
projaect staff., In its most direct terms, it {s eimply thigee
classroom teachers are not necessarily good curriculum or materials
builders. Most classroom teachers, at least of African studies
and wo suspect this is true of all other social studies areas, tvo,
seem most experienced in feparting content to students--in taking
a given body of content and teaching it, In so doing they fre=-
quently develop ways to make this material interesting to students.
And they leavn how to conduct research to unearth information for
use in their classes. But they very infrequently develop any
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expertise in the types of skills needed for good curriculum
development.

Many teachers, for example, fail to conceptuualize what they
do in the classroom. They tend to be content-oriented, covering
a succession of chapters in a text or topics in a syllabus. In
addition, most teachers seem t¢ be '"carrier-outers' who need, and
indeed seek, considerable direction. Most also, in spite of
developments of recent years, seem to be primarily print-oriented
and didactic in approach. Good classroom teachers--those who can
take a pilece of material and make it come alive for students=-
may in most instances, never be able to create that same plece
of material,

1f classroom teachers per se are not necescarily good ma-

terials developers, college and university professors are no
better. Most of these educators=-gpeciglists Iin a narrow area
of content within a specific discipline-=pay all too little ate
tention to the methodology of teaching and learning and cone
sequently find it extremely difficult to break the read-recite-
lecture~test approach to instruction. The talents of a good
curriculum materials developer are rare, indeed.

If these observations are fairly ascurate, the implications
are many, Most social studies curriculum development is done on
a local level, primarily by local teachers. Often those engaged
in such endeavors are selected precisely for this reason=ethey
are locel teachers who need or want a summer job developing
materials. The results of their work can hardly be called
creative~eor even useful==in all too many instances.

What is needed, and needed urgently today, is some in-depth
research into exactly what are the talents of good curriculum
materials designers and how to identify thex. Once this is known
local instructional improvement efforts and larger curriculum
research projects such as Project Africa can use this informae«
tion to identify and employ the kinde of talent nceded to pro-
duce useful materials at miniomm expense of time, effort and fundse-
and tesacher~training institutions can begin to devise and imple~
ment programs designed to develop these talents and produce
educators capable of developing useful instructional materials.

Inadequate funds seemed to be a second underlying problea
facing Project Africa. There were many reasons for thiseeincluding
inappropriate estimating and planning in the proposal stages of the
project, reductions in funds by the sponsoring agency during the
1ife of the project and the comp xities of curriculum materials
developwent in the first place~~in lLerms both of time and money.
GCood materials development does take time and thus requires
considerable money. 1t i3 not something that can be done in &
summer on a shoestring., Neither fs it a one=mar. job.



Project Africa may be unique in this situation. There is
1ittle if any previous work in African studies curriculum to which
it or any other similar project can turn for guidance, Resources
are difficult to secure. Knowledge about the subject is in a
constant state of flux. As a result, developing materials to
teach about this subject is most time=consuming. Once objectives
have been determined needed resources must be identiffed, located
and secured, and these are very time-consuming tasks. Then these
sources rust be translated into instructional materials for use
in certain teaching strategies. This £{s even more time~consuming,
For our project , for example, a minimum of thirty-months were
required to research, design, pilot, revise and evaluate a complete,
one gemester program of study. Good curriculum materials develop-
ment 15 more than a shorteterm task.

Because so0 much time and the efforts of so many differvent
specialists are required, curriculum materials development can
be quite expensive. Thus, considerable financial resources are
needed to support any such research effort, especially when the
effort deals, like Project Africa, with a relatively rew, pree
viously unexplored body of content and materials. Moreover,
these funds must be somewhat elastic and flexible. 1There was,
for instance, in this project, a need for funds in areas unantici=
pated at the time of the project's inception. These needa could
not be met without eliminating certain procedures or objectives
alreedy determined to be desirable, too, Yet, by not meeting
these newly arisen needs the quality of the completed research
19 lessened. Plexibility in amount of funds available for such
research would eliminate this situation.

Curriculum materials research of the type engaged in by
Project Africa is not the same as traditional educational re«
search, Beceuse materials research is developmental in nature,
it ie quite likely to be rather open-ended. It 18 a creative
enterprise and as such the researchers are nut always aware at
the start of the exact directions it will go or the obstacles or
problems that may arise in the procaes. It is therefore important
that resources applied to this research ba most flexible--not only
in how they are allocated but in the total amount that can be
allocated. Any worthwhilo curriculum development research should
be dacked by funde that can be made available to meet unanticipated,
but crucial needa 1f this research is to be suitably productive.

There are undoubtedly other reasons for whatevér problems
may have arisen during the life of Project Africa. Certainly the
inerperience of all those associated with the project was a con=
tributing factor to some of these. Nevertheless, in spite of vhat-
evar shortcommings arose or may be evideant in the structura, staff
or plan of operations of the projact we were able to substaatially
accomplish the outcomes proposed in 1965,
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Lescons_and Implications

Project Africa represents one way to organize efforts to
improve teaching about a specific area of the social studies,
It elected to concentrate primari{ly on research and design of new
learning materials about one region of the world for use in ge-
lected grade levels of Awerican eecondary schoola. Such an approach
obviously has certain weaknesses as well as strengths. Certainly
the work of this project, however, also has some useful implications
for similar efforts to improve teaching and learning about other
areas of the social studies, This report would not be complete
without brief mention of some of these implications,

Our experience in Project Africa suggests certain observations
and lessons we think may be especislly applicable to any similar
project on any area of the world and even to any project on any
aspect of the soclal studies in general. The work of Project
Africa seems to indicate that if a social studies curriculum
improvement effort is to ba successful, that {s 1f it ie to
bring about improved teaching and learning in our classrooms,
it should:

1, Stert with g realistic rationgle: In order to

firprove learning about a particular topic in our
schools, there must exist a clearly defined ra=
tionale for studying that topic in the first
placa, No body of content should be a subject
of study simply because "it is there' or even
bacausa it 1s the next topic in the text or in
the syllabus,

A useful rationale starts not with the
content to ba '"taught" but with the total program
in which this content is to be used. It must
start with an identification of the knowledge,
skille, attitudes and values students should have
at the conclusion of their total progrem and then
move to a datermination of how content about this
spacific toplc can be uyged to achieve these odbjece
tives. Unless this is done the resultant research
can be little batter than a rehash of what already
{s going on in our classrooms.

2, Ba based on yhat already is known about the teaching
of the topic under study. Good teaching starts with
what students already koow or believe about a topic
and builde from there, This is as true about any
socfal studies body of content as it {s about tea-
ching about Africa, Asia or some other world region,
Studies of what has been suggested as possible
avenues for isprovemente-in terms of objectives,
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structure, materials, content and methods that can
be usede=ghould also precede any specific develop~
mental research, as should surveys of materials
already available for use in our classrooms. Re=
sults of research into these three basic areas==~ .
student knowledge, professional advice and existing
materials==can prove to be a valuable basis for
productive instructional materials development,

In the case of content areas abcut various
world regions, another area of research, neglected
by Project Africa, could be most useful., This is
research to discover what nationals of the region
to be studied believe Americans shnuld know about
their home region. Such u survey, especially if
made of knowledgeable peoples can be quite expen=
sive and tiwe~-consuming, but it nevertheless ap=
pears to be indispensible if the subjent of {m=
provement is a particular world region-=especially
if this region is one of those typically classified
as 'mon-western,"

Emphasize materials development: Good materials are
a key to improved classroom inetructjon, They must
exist before uny other steps to improve teaching

can be taken. There are several aspects of this
assertion that should be amplified.

First, materials development mst be viewed as
something other than collectiung source reedings or
writing new texts. Considerable emphasis instead
ought to be placed on developing audio, visual and
manipulative media as well=-and these include tapes,
records, games, simulations, realia kits, maps, pic~
ture cards, filmstrips, film loops, slide sets and
similar materials. Materials are needed in all areas
of social studies that can be used by students who
dislike to or can't read at grade level just as are
materials that involve non=verbal interaction.

Second, materials development must be viewed
as more than creating new student materials, In
many instances there already is an abundance of
instructional material in existence, What is
lacking and what is much needed are detailed
directions describing how a variety of these
existing student materials may be woven toe
gother into useful teaching strategies., Tea«
chor materials are needed--including descriptive
lists of available instructional materials and
teaching guides suggesting day~byeday strategies
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for using them {n a variety of lea.ning experiences.
If teachexs knew how to use existing materials to
accomplish a variety of objectives, classroom in=
struction could be greatly improved.throughout the
social studies. Developing such "how to' guides is
a relatively untapped but much needed area of
instructional materials development,

Devote considerably more attention to elementary
school social studies: What happens to students
in elementary school shapes not only what they
learn in the secondary grades but also what they
should and can learn. Project Africa research
found, for instance, that erroneous stereotypes
of Africa did exist in the minds of elementary
school graduates and that what they studied
about Africa in the elementary grades may have
contributed significanly to the formation of these
misimpressions. Having such stereotypes sharply
conditions what students are willing and able to
learn in later studies~--students who "know" from
very dbrief elementary school studies of pygmies
and Tutsi that "all" Africans are black, either
very short or very tall, and mostly naked find
it difficult if not impossible altogether to
acknowledge the existence of other, less exotic
facets of African life even when they study them
in detail in later grades. This is undoubtedly
true for other regional studies, world history,
American history and other social studies topics
as vell,

Unless projacts to improve instruction at the
secondary level are also directed toward improving
the basis for that instruction provided in the
elementary grades, social studies instruction in
the secondary school may well have to cuncentrate
almost completely on combating erroneous stereotypes
and unlearning misinformation instead of helping
students broaden their horizons and explore new
areas of learning. Unless the skills and cone
cepts needed to engage profitably in social studies
learning in the secondary grades are developed
deliberately and in a wecll structured pattern in
the elementary grades, what can be done at the
gsecondary level will remain decidedly limited.
Since most elementary teachers are not well
acquainted with history or any of the other
social sciences, they need teaching guides and
other well-constructed materials to make what
they are doing useful ta their students. Con=-

99.



sidereble attention to elementary school social
studies curriculum improvement is needed, and
projects structured like Project Africa may
provide a vehicle for just such undertakings.

5. Be a cooperative effort of scholars, ¢ perienced
classroom teachers, medfa specialists, specialists
in curriculum and ingtruction end students. Worth-
while improvement of classroom teaching about any
subject cannct be launched by one narrowly con=
ceived group, A wide range of expertise and
backgrounds are needed. Securing this expertice
is much more difficult than it first appears,
however, Too many uuiversity professors, expert
as they may be in their subject, don't really know
what teaching and learuing are all about--especially
in our elementary and secondary schools. Too many
clnssroom teach2rs don't either. Moreover, there are
very few classroom teachers who cca create and pre-
pare good instructional materials. Identifying a
qualified and balanced staff is a major prerequisite
for any formal social studies curriculum improve=
ment effort,

Students, too, ought to play a basic role in
efforts to improve social studies instruction at
all grade levels, They can help identify subjects
of study relevant to their interests, teaching
techniques that "turn them on''-=and off, and
materials they find interesting and useful. They
are good evaluators of teaching strategies and
are very capable of candid but counstructive
suggestions on how to improve teaching. Some
are even talented creators and producers of
materials themselves,

6. Be related in a positive way to teacher-training.
Teaching about any subject is a difficult task.
Few teachers have the experience or training
requisite for effective teaching about all that
they are required to teach in their social studies
classes. A wellerounded effort to improve instruc~-
tion in any social studies subject requires some
attention to pre=service and in-service training
of teachers., This training should require considerable
atudy orf inquiry teaching strategies, some study in
the content involved--and especially ways in which
the content is related to student needs, interests,
and aspirations, and practice in teaching the con-
tent. Especially significant here is study and
practice of techniques and strategies of inquiry-
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teaching, for if a teacher can master the in=
tricacies of this teaching style, then he can
teach any social studies content with confidence
and excellent results,

Above all, however, teachers need training in
materials=«not necessarily designing them because
too few teachers seem to have the time or talent
or resources to do so, but in selecting and using
them. Probably the best training any teacher can
receive in teaching about any body of content in
the social studies is that which helps him become
familiar with the wide range of existing materials=--
how to locate, select and evaluate them; which gives
him practice in weaving available materials into
worthwhile lessons; and which gives him practice
in using these lessons in actual teaching situa=-
tions. Pre-service teacher training in social
studies ought to emphasize not how to make ma=

- terials so much as how to find and use well what
materials already exist. This requires a very
explicit rationale for teaching and a thorough
understanding of what good teaching is in the
first place.

7. Establish some type of on-going implementation
program, Curriculum research and development

projects are useless unless the products of
their research are widely disseminated and
implemented in the classrooms of our schools.
Every curriculum improvement effort, if it has
any hopes at all of making any significant
improvements in teaching must therefore com=
municate its findings to teachers and local
administrators and help these educators engineer
these findings into their own local curricula.

There are a number of ways this dissemination
and ixplementation may be undertaken. Project Africa,
for instance, employed a variety of methods for dis-
seminating the products of its research. But there
are other ways, too. One of these is the avenue of
commerically published versions of project materials=-
an avenue that in general provides project materials
to classroom teachers quicker, cheaper and in more
readily useful form than can the ERIC document re-
production service, the government printing office
or even the project itself.

Another avenue for dissemination and implehentation
is specially funded education centers specializing in
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introducing new programs and materials in local
schools, Worthwhile curriculum development
projects ought either to be affiliated with
such centers from their inception or should
be reconstituted as such implementation cen-
ters upon the completion of their research and
development responsibilities. Thus, could be
established specific sources of help for tea=
chers or schools desirous of using the products
of' a particular curriculum improvement effort-«
the kinds of help that could be embodied in
(1) some type of periodical newsletter de=
signed to keep teachers abreast of the latest
happenings in the subject field; (2) consultart
sexrvices of scholars and teaching specilalists;
(3) a resource ceuter containing upsto-date samples
of all audio, visual, graphic and written materials
on the subject for examination by interested tea-
chers; (4) a continually up-dated descriptive
bibliography of all commercially prepared materi-
als that might be useful in classroom learning
about a particular subject; and most importantly
(5) some type of organization, complete with
necessary staff, materials and funds, to assist
and train teachers in actuslly initiating in

~ their classrooms use of the new instructional
materials or programs developed by the project.

There appears to be at present a large
gap between curriculum research and implementation.
It needs desperately to be closed.

8. Have sufficient funds to accomplish its prescribed
objectives: As noted above curriculum research and
development is mot the same as more treditional
educational research. 1t i8s creative and open-
ended. Specific use of resources cannot always
be determined in advance with accuracy. Funds
mist be available to enable any such project to
follow where its research leads it. Until this
is possible curriculum improvement will always
be 1limited and less than ideal=-indeed, even at
times less than desirable,

Any worthwhile effoxt to improve teaching about socfal studies
in our secondary schools must of necesaity be a rather lenghty and
costly undertakingz., Eventhough there are many directions in which
a curriculum improvement project could legitimately move, a highly
selective effort is much more likely to succeed than is a scatter-
gun type of project. Project Africa has been rather limited in its
work and because of this, it seems to us, it has been at least
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moderately successful in achieveing its mejor objectives, Perhaps
the structure and activities of Project Africa thus do hold some
rmost useful implications for similar undertakings.

Summar

Project Africa did accomplish almost all of the objectives
set for it by its authors and sponsors. Some of these were not
as thoroughly done as we would have liked, however, for a variety
of reasons, Chief among these rcasons were those relating to
funds and staffing. Nevertheless, the work of this Project
appears to have certain implications for future socilal studies
curriculum research and development, in general, and for similar
research on various other culture areas in particular. Some of
the more significant of these have been mentioned here.

There is, in Africa south of the Sahara, a tale that has
been told by the Hausa for hundreds of years and recently recorded
by Anthony KirkeGreene:

Two frogs fell into a calabash of milk, They
could not get out, After a while one of them became
evhausted and cried out, My time has come.' He
stopped trying, sank to the bottom of the calabash
and was drowned.,

The other frog kept on trying, His movements
caused the milk to curdle into butter and to form
a solid ball. Then he climbed on to the ball of
butter, jumped out of the calabash and escaped
with his life.

This tale aptly characterisizes Project Africa, 1In some ways
the project did get trapped in a job seemingly too big for its
staff and resources~~in some ways it may even have appeared to
flounder, Yet, in most respects through the sheer effort and
imagination of many people, all motivated by a sincere desire to
improve teaching and learning in our schools about Africa south
of the Sahara a variety of materials useful in improving class-
room instruction were developed.

The staff, consultants, cooperating teachers and other con-
tributors involved in Project Africa have, indeed, produced a
number of materials, some or all of which may be useful in improving
teaching about Africa south of the Sahara in selected grades in
American secondary schools. Whether or not these materials actually
will have any significant, constructive impact on our classrocms,
however, is yet unanswered, for it has been beyond the scope of
this project to implement the products of its research. Doing this
remains the responsibility of local teachers and administrators,

- 103,




Project Africa was, of course, a first step toward improved teaching
about Africa for without the products of its research--its materials,
teaching guides, research reports, evaluation data and in-gervice
workshops model=-there would be very little to implement. Yet this
task of {mplementation does remain. The final appraisal of Project
Africa thus waits on the actions of those in whose hands lie the

responsibilities for and power to make this. research classroom
realities,
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APPENDIX B

PROJECT AFRICA REPORTS AND PAPERS

Africa South of the Saltara: A Resource Guide for Secondary School Teachers.
(1968) 210 pp. (ED 023-692) Paper $10.95 microfiche $1.00

A summary of project surveys of American students'
knowledge about Afrfca and of what selected scholara
and educationists recommend be taught about this
region. Also includes guidelines for teaching.
Contains annotated listing of 500 commercially
prepared audio, written and visual materials on
Africa scuth of the Sahara in existance as of
Summer 1968,

New Instructisnal Materials on Africa south of the Sahara = (1969-70 Supple=~
ment to Africa South of the Sahara: A Resource Guidé for Secondary 5chqédl

Teachers. (1970) 48 pp.

Contains a descriptive list of over 200 com=
mercially prepared instructional materiale on
Africa south of the Sahara published between
summer 1968 and April 1970,

Images of Africa: A Report on What American Secondary School Students 5§gg
and Believe About Africa South of the Sahara (1968) 36 pp. (ED 023-693
T——“—

Paper $2,10 microfiche $1.00

Cotplete technical report of a nationwide survey
of how 3259 American 7th and 12th graders perceive
Africa svuth of the Sahara; includes survey data
and analysis as well as a discussion of the ime
plications of those findings for classroom tcaching.

frica South of the Sshara! An Objective Test for Secondary Schools and -
3 fo coptio 9 ED 030-010) Paper $0.90 aicro=
fiche 0.2

Contains coples of the two instruments used in
the nationwide student survey as well as answer
key and directions for administration,
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Evaluation of Africa South of the Seshara: An Inquiry Program for Grades

7=10 (1970) 130 pp.

Complete technical report of the: final
evaluations of the project's 7«10th grade
program of study; including presentations
and analysis of the scholaro' evaluation

- of the materfals, teacher and student
evaluations of the program and pra-and N
post-test evaluations. .

Copies of thase reports sre available at the prices indicated
diyactly from: .

BRIC Document Reproduction Service
The Natfonal Cash Register Company
4936 Pairmont Avenue

Bethaesda, Maryland 20014
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APPENDIX C
INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS DEVELOPED BY PROJECT AFRICA

MATERTALS COMPRISING AFRICA SOUTH OF THE -
SAHARA: AN INQUIRY PROGRAM FOR GRADES 7-10:

frica South of the Sahare: Rationale and Introduction
(teaching guide and student materials) 1969 (ED 032-32&)

microfiche $0.50 paper $3.45.

Peoples of Africa - Toptc 1 (teaching guide and student
materials) 196 ED 32=3)25) mnicrofiche $1.00

fetory of Africa - Toptc Il (teaching guide and student
materials) 1969 (ED 032=326) microfiche $1.00
Changing Africa ~ Topic III (teaching guide and studert
materials) 1969 (ED 032-327) microfiche $0.50

RESOURCE UNITS FOR 12th GRADE:

aditiona can_R ifon (selected resources and
model unit with teaching guide and student materials)
1970 (BD 037-586) peper $3.75 microfiche $0.50

baniz vica (salected resources and model
unit with teaching guide and atudent materials) 1970

(country=by=country descriptions,
atctlaucal. econcnlc,.political, sociasl, demographic
date) 1970

OTHER INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIAIA:

Qgggm_g_% (l76tfrm, ulf—teatlng program,
test, maps) 1969 (ED 033-249) paper $9.65 microficha $0.75

Copies of these materials are available at the prices fadicated
directly from:

RRIC Document Reproductfion Service
The National Cash Register Company
4936 Pairmont Avenue

Bethesda, Marylend 20014
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APPENDIX D
SCHOOLS AND SCHOOL SYSTEMS COOPERATING WITH PROJECT AFRICA

EAST
Abraham Lincoln High School Lefferts Jr. High Sthool
Rowland and Ryan Avenues © . 400 Empire Blwvd. :
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania Brooklyn, New York
Averill Park High school ¥Mt. Lebanon High School
Averill Park, _ .-, Cochran Road - .
New York ' ‘ Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
East Seneca Jr. High School - i}Oxfdid‘Hillaynlgh School
1445 Center Road . South Paris,
West Seneca, New York . Maine '
F.D.R. High School " Peters Township High School
5800 20th Avenue 264 R, McMurray Road
Brooklyn, New York McMurray, Pennsylvania
Hamburg Central Schools . . Pittsburgh Pubiic Schools
Hamburg, © 7 Pittsburgh,
New York p Pennsylvania
Kenwood Senior High School Plainview-0l1d Bathpage Jr. ligh Scheol
Steomers Run Rd. & Marylaad Ave. Stratford & Bedford Roads
Baltimore, Maryland Platnview, New York -~
Lebanon Jr. High School Riverside Jr. High School
Bank Street Riverside Park °
Lebanon, New Hampshire Springfield, Vermont
Uxbridge High School
. Uxbridge, . :
Massachusgetts
SOUTH
Charlotte=Mechlendberg Sihbolé‘ : ’Hand . Htgﬁ School’
Charlotte, iloodrou & \theat Streets -
Notrth Carolina Colunbia, South Carolina
David T. Howard High School . Jeffavson Hisa School
551 Houston Street N.E. 4100 Alandda Jvenue
Atlanta, Georgia El Paso, Texas
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League Jr. ‘High School
Tuin Lake Road .
Greenville, South Carolina

Miarmi Northiwregtcrn High School
7007 1.1, 12th Avenue
ileni, Florida

luscogee County School District
313 Lleventh Strect
Columbug, georgia ‘

Oglethorpe Elementary School
601 Beckwith Street S.W.
Atlanta, Georgia

Roswell Senior High School
Roswell,
Georgia

San Angelo Public Schools
244 North Magdalen Street
San Angelo, Texas

MIDMEST

Belvidere Jr. High School
5th & Allen Streets
Belvidere, Illinois

George Washington High School
2205 Forest Drive, S.£.
Cedar Rapids, Towa

Grand Rapids Christian High Sch.
415 Franklin Street, S.E,
Grand Rapids, Michigan

Green Bay Public Schools
Green Bay,
Wisconsin

Knoxville City Schools
101 East Fifth Avenue
Knoxville, Tennessee

Lexington Junior High School
Lexington,
Nebraska

Louisville Diocesan Schools
Louisville,
Kentucky

Louisville Public Schools
Louisville,
Kentucky

Main High School
Rapid City,
South Dakota

Marion Local Schools
Maria Stein,
Ohio

Newton D. Baker Jr. High School
3690 Hest 159th Street
Cleveland, Ohio

Nolaa Jr. High School
1150 East Lante
Detroit, Michigan

Ohio County Schools
2130 Chapline Street
Wheeling, West Vvirginia

South High School
733 33rd Street, South
Wichita, Kansas

South View Jr. High School
4725 Soutliview Lane
Edina, Minnesota

St. Joseph Jr. High School
1520 Niles Avenue
st. Joseph, Michigan

Valley Porge High School
9999 1ndependence Blvd,
Parma Heights, Ohio
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b >4

Brunesu Elementary School
Box 175
Brunegu, Idaho

Helena Jr. Migh School
Helena,
Montana

Halena Sr. High School
Helena, '
Montana

James Madison Jr, High School
875 Wilkes Drive
Eugene, Oregon

-3

J.H. Brinley Jr, High School
2832 Flamingo
Las Vegas, Nevada

Lassen High School
Susanville,
California .

Pueblo High School
3500 South 12th Avenue
Tucson, Arizona

Salt Lake City Public Schools
Salt Lake City,
Utah

Ukiah High School
740 North Spring
Ukiah, California
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APPENDIX E

PUBLICATIONS BY PROJECT STAFF
BASED ON OR RELATED TU PROJECT AFRICA RESEARCH

E. Perry Hicks and Barry K. Beyer, "Images of Africa," Journal
of Negro Education. 39:2, 158-166 (Spring 1970).

Barry K. Beyer, "The Big Pitch, Or Selecting Materials On Africa
Can Be Sticky," Media and Methods - Exploration In Education.
April, 1970, 45«47, 66=70.

Barry K. Beyer, Africa South of the Sehara: A Resource and
Curriculum Guide. New ¥Ynrk: Thomas Y. Crowell Company, Inc.
1969. 138 pp.

Barry K. Bayer, '"Best Informed Also Most VMisinformed About Africa,"
Phi Delta Kappan. April 1969, 490-491.

Barry K. Beyer, 'Media Guide to Africa," Media and Methods -
Exploration {n Education, March 1969, 36-40.

B. Perry Hicks and Barry K. Beyer, "Images of Africa,' Social
Education. 32:8, 779-784, (December 1968).

E. Pei:y Hicks, "Inductive Teaching and the Overhead Projector,"
Teachors Cuide to Media and Methods. 4:9, pp. 34=36 (May 1968)

Barcy K. Beyer, "Uncovering Africa In The Secondary School,"
Social Eduqation, 32:5, 440444, (May, 1968).

Barry K. Beyer, '"Teaching About Africa South of the Sahara In
American Secondary Schools = A Sursey and A Challenge," Africsza
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