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Introduction

It {8 likely that most countries are engaging unconsciously in some
form of population education through the formal school system. Textbooks,
currfcula guides, traditional stories and other teaching materials may contain
population relevant content. But very few countries have paid systematic at-
tention to the nature of the population learning which results from the use of
these materfals, The development of population education programs, with clearly
stated objectives, i8 a fairly recent phenomenon, dating back no more than ten
ycars.

At this point in time there is nn country program to which one might
point as a model for others tc follow or adapt to their own social and cultural
needs. Many pages have been used to describe what a program might be like. But
as yet, the words have rot been tested in action. World experience has been
limited,

It i8 the purpose of this paper to identify the countries in which
the field of population education i3 developing, both in terms of country pro-
grams and in terms of the international organfzations now fnvolved in the devel-
opment and support of such country programs. Although an effort has been made
to be comprehensive, the author is fully aware of the inadequacies of the data
and infermation avaflable to him. The cooperation of many individuals around
the world will be necessary in order to expand the content of this paper to
meke it more useful to all runcerned with the development of this new field.
The author agrees to prepare and circulate a revision of this paper--perhaps
sewi-annually or annually, depandfng upon the flow of intormation and the na-
ture of developments in the field.-if readers will assist by reporting devels
opments to him.*

The purposes of population education, as defined here, are to develop
an avareness and understanding of the causes and the consequences of changes in
population characteristics; to develop an understanding of the relationships
which exist between changes iu population and national developwent, doth in the
short and long run; and to develop an understanding of the consequences of in-
dividual dectsfons in the importan atea of reproduntive behavior. Attention

*Information should dbe dAirected to the author at:

The Population Council
245 Patk Avenue

New York, New York 10017
U.S.A.
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is 1imited, in this review, to population educetion through the formal school
system, and particularly the elementary and secondary echools, and teacher
traiuing programs,

Programs that have a primary fnterest in sex cducation or in family
life education, per se, are not reported here unless they have a specific
population-related focus,

Research related to the development of population education programs
-=-such as surveys of students' and teachers' knowledge of and attitudes toward
population growth and change, reviews of the schoul curriculum for population
countent, studies of the development of children's concepts of population--are
not reported hera. A review of recearch will be undertaken separately if there
fs sufficient interest expressed by readers of this review, and if the relevant
nformation is made avaflable.

The information contained in this review comes primarily from the
filea of the Population Council. The cooperation of numerous correspondents
is gratefully acknowledged. It is hoped that they and others will continue to
provide information in order to make future reviews more comprehensive and
more detarled and Lhereby more useful. Special thanks are due Sloan Wayland
for permission to use material from his article, "Population Education in
Developing Countries."*

*In T. S. Mehta, et al, eds., Natfonal Seminar on Population Education,
August -3, 1969, New Delhi: National Council of Educavional Research and
Trairing, 1969. India.




1. Country Programs
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Botswana--A new rural agricultural development school, being established
fn 1970, is planning to develop curricula materials :ith spec:fic population
content, The school wi"l b afffliated with a Maternal and Child Health Centre
which will al.o provide family planning education and services.

Tunisia--A sixth grade currfculum on animal populations is being
developed by a Population Council Advisor under {nvitation by the Ministry of
Education. It should be ready for use in an experimental closed-circuit
educational T.V., project being elaborated by the Institute of Educational Scf-
enccs during the fall of 1970,

The major emphasis of this currfculum fs biol.gical, but socfological
concepta are Introduced as wel). The broad heading under which this curricu-
lum falls 18 "Cultural Environment.'

Unfted Aradb Republic--A recent revision of some social science text-
books included more attention to population matters.
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Ceylon-+«A unit, "populatfon as a social and economic factor," is being
discussed in the Bfology course at the 8th to 10th year level in approximately
15 achools on an experimental basis.

India--Three national conferences were convened in 1969 by the Family
Planning Associatfon, the Natfonal Council of Educational keseatch and Train-
fng {Ministry of Education), and by the Central Health Education Bureau (Ministry
of Health) to develop national programs fn population education. A unit was
established in the National Council, with responsibility for research and for
the development of population education materials for the schools.

The Family Planning Assoctatfon of India has assigned a member of {ts
staff to the development of population education materials and prograns.

The All India Federatfon of Education Associations has discussed and
passed resolutions supporting population education at a number of their national
and regional meetings, and has sponsored a workshop in May 1970 in Bhopal that
produced a population education handbook for secondary school teachets &n edivca-
tion,

The University of Baroda is in the process of planning a population
education program for the schools, in cooperation with the University of
Michigan,

The Pathfinder Fund (New Delhi) has developed some prototypical cure’
O 'ula matetials, and ir presently testing them in the schools.

ERIC

IToxt Provided by ERI
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India (continued)--The Centre for Population and Family Planning Studies
(New Delhi) i{s also preparing materials for the schools.

Indonesia--A meeting of achool adminfstratores and curriculum specfal-
{sts for the purpose of developing a population educatfon program {s planned
for September or Octaber 1970. Interest in teacher training has been expressed
by the Institute for Teacher Training, Bandung,

Iran--Toward the end of 1966 the Iranian Parliament declared that
Fam{ly Planning should be incorporated into the educational system. An inter-
ministerial comnfttee was established to outline the program. 1In 1969 text-
books in geography, social studies, home economics and bfology used in the
6th through 12th grades included materials relevant to populatfon. Further
textbook revisions are being planned for the near future.

Malaysia--There is recent indicatfon of possible finterest by the
Minigtry of Education.

Nepal--As part of general educational and currfculum reform, a
human ~cology unit for science teaching at the 6th grade level is being developed
with the assistance of USAID, Plans fcr infusing additional materfals fn 7th,
8th, 9th, and 10th grade sciznce classes exist.

Pakfstan--A limited set of materfals to help students learn some
fundamental population concepts has been produced, and some of these materiala
have been used in literature courses, Approximately one-half of the Novemdar
1969 meeting of the Family Planning Associatfon was devoted to a discussfon of
populatfon education, and enthusiastic support was registered for the develop-
ment of a program.

Philippines--A seminar of leading school ade» nistrators and currficu-
lum gpecialists was held between mid-May and mid-June 1970 to develop waterials
wvhich might be used in the schools durfng the term beginning in July.

A curriculum fs befng developed by the Philippine Wesleyan College
for elementary and secondary schools.

South Korea--A recently completed review of middle school and high
school texts in the social sciences and natural sciences for their population
and family planning content fdentified a considerable amount of materfal--just
under 2% by page count,

A proposal for a population education program has been developed by
the Centrel Education Reseatch Institute of the Ministry of Education., Studies
of atudents’ and teachers’ attitudes are now under way as the basis for program
work this fall.

Jaiwan--A small booklet fis being developed for use in the schools te
provide basic informatfon concerning population dynamics, processes of human
reproduction, relationship of family site and quality of life, the country's
population policies, etc.
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Turkey--The Ministry of Education has fssued two circulars to teachers
and school administrators--in 1966 and 1968--concerning the principles of pop-
ulation planning in the country, and the conditions under which populatfon
growth may be harmful. The ciruclars suggest that this information be included
fn lectures at the secondary level where appropriate., Demographic materials
have also been added to sociology and geography texts,

EUROPE

United Kingdom-=-The Nuffield Foundatfon and the Schools Councfl have
jointly sponsored revisfon of the content of school courses particularly in the
scifence field. Population problems and contraception are fncluded in materials
to be published in 1970.

B.8.C. Educatfonal Service has included broadcasts for late primary
and early secondsry achool form that fnclude coverage of the pvpulation ex-
plosion in a series on reproduction and growth.

NORTH AMERICA

United States--The University of Delaware has a project, to be com-
pleted in September 1971, to infuse population-related concepts through the
entire school curriculum, kindergarten through 12th grade.

The American Socfological Associatfon, through its program, Sociological
Resources for the Secondary Schools, has published three units dealing with pop-
ulation for use in secondary schools.

The Baltimore City Schools have developed a unit for the secondary
schools. This has been somewhat revigsed and updated by the Connecticut Demo-
graphic Council, which is also working to develop a population game for the
secondery schools.

Planned Parenthood:World Population, the American affiliate of Inter-
national Planned Parenthood Federation, is developing a program in population
edusation,

The Population Reference Bureau f{s working with teachers to develop
waterials for the schools. Two children's books have been published: People
(7th to 9th grade level) and Thig Crowded World (5th to 7th grade level).

A three-day population education workshop for elementary and secondary
school teachers, cosponsored by Population Reference Bureau, the Carolina Popu-
lation Center and Planned Parenthood of Maryland, was held in April 1970,

The Center for Information on Americe (Connecticut) is develoning
thirteen socfal studies units on population for use in secondary schools,

Q
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A bill to support development of population education programs in and
outsfde the schools was introduced fun the Unfted States Senate by Senator Joseph
Tydings {n June 1970.

Utah State Universfty has conducted two summer institutes for secondary
school socfal studfes teachers on population and demography. A number of other
surmer jnstitutes for teachers have been structured around the use of the
Sociological Resources for the Secondary Schools materials.

The University of North Carolina is developing a masters degree pro-
gram for persons {nterested in careers i{n population 2ducaticn. Other unfver-
sitfes with a strong interest in this ffeld include: Teachers College, Col-
umbia University; Harvard University; University of Michigan; University of
HWashington (Seattle),

Evidence indicates that large numbers of individual teachers developed
their own curricula in populatfon education, but no systematic account of this
has been made.

A student group, the Institute for Health and Society, i{s developing
a teachers guide during the summer 1970.

A Teachers Reference Guide has been published by the Caswell Family
Planning Associatfon, Yai.ceyville, North Carolina.

MIDDLE A'IERICA

Mexico-+Faculty members from a aumber of teacher training colleges have
participated fn an intens.ve ten-week training program at the Ei Colegio de
Mexico.

SOUTH AMERICA

Chile--An extensive discussion of populatfon fs fncluded in an efghth
grade social science text and fn a tenth grade teachers guide

A semfnar for educational planners and curriculum specialfists is
planned for early September on the subject of population and educatfon.

Colombia--An experimental population educatfon program has been de-
veloped and tested in Cali for teachers in training and for selected students.

A seminar is scheduled for late 1970 to revieu the status of population,
fanily life and sex educatfon in Colombia and to plan future developments,




11, Programs of Organfizations with an International Focus

UNESCO--Two statf members have responsibility for coordinating activ-
fuies uof UNESCO in the field of population including education, mass commun-
fcation, and social science research. Prototype projects in school cducation
related to populatfon were circulated in 1968, A consultatfon on population
and family planning education was held in Paris in September 1969, with support
from the Danish government,

A month-long workshop on population educatfon for educators from
Asia will be held in Bangkok fn September 1970 under UNESCO auspices. In
addftfon to reviewing present programs fn that world area, an effort will be
made to develop new materials for use {n the schools.

A consultant is now reviewing the status of population, family life
and sex education programs in Latin Amerfca, and a conference fs planned on
this subject for late 1970.

A review of population, family 1ife and sex educatfon programs in
Africa {s also planned for 1970, with a cenference to follow the review.

UNESCO staff members or consultants have participatud {n missions
to a number of countries, including Tunisia, Kenya, U.A.R., India, Indonesia
and Malaysie.

Food and Agriculture Organfzation (UN)--FAO has a concern with popu-
lation aspects of family life education as part of {its interest in home science
and home economics.

World Health Organization (UN)--WHO is developing numerous activities
in accord with the broad mandate given it by the recent World Health Assemblies,
f.e., to work {n the health aspects of human reproduction, of family planning
and of population dynamics through the vehicle of health education.

UNICEF (UN)--lLong fnvolved i{n family plannin; support, and fn the train-
fng of teachars at the elementary level, it {s likely that UNICEF will develop
an f{nterest in population education. They are partially involved in the devel-
opments {n Taiwan, reported above.

Centro Latinoamericano de Demografia, UN--CELADE, a regional center
tor Latin America with headquarters in Santiago, sponsored through fts sub-
headquarters fn Costa Rica, a course for basic training in demography and sex
education for teachers in normal schools in April 1970. 1Included the demo-
graphic situation in Latin Amerfca, techniques of analyzing the situatfon, and
the interrelationship of demographic and socto-economic variables.

American Friends Service Committee--The AFSC has assisted in the devel-
opment of a number of trdining programs for college teachers and for teacher
trainers in Central Amerfca. AFSC bas plans to develop audio-visual and other
materfals for the schools.
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Colombo Plan--A resident population advisor has devoted a considerable
amount of time to the development and support of population education programs in
the Asfan area. They have assisted in the Philippines and Indonesia.

Ford Foundation--A number of the Foundation's field representativas have
developed an interest in population education, including those in India, Chile,
Kenya and Pakistan. Support of programs to develop population education has until
now been limited to India.

International Planned Parenthood Federatfon--Several national affiliates,
notably the Family Planning Association of Indfia, have a strong interest in the
development of population education programs.

An international consultaticn sponsored by IPPF in Tuiis in November 1969
congsidered the organization's role in the area of responsible parenthood and sex
educatfon. IPPF's international and regional conferences have on occasifon concerned
themselves with fssues of popuiation educatfon.

Pathfinder Fund--The Fund has helped to develop programs in population
education through local staff in India and the Philippines.

The Population Council--In Novembter 1969 a staff member was assigned full
time to developuent of population educa*ion programs.

The Ccuncil has supported the Instructional Materials for Population Study
Project at Teachers College, Columbia Unfversity since 1964. This project has pro-
vided consultants to a numder of countries in Asia and the Middle East, and has
developed some prototypic material. A guide to the development of population educa-
tion programs destgned for education and family planning officials is being written
for publication sometime in 1971,

" The Tunieian government has obtained sipport from the Council for an edu-
cational advisor to develop & unit on population for biology courses. The develop-

ment by Cornell University of a population policies game for use av the college level,

to be ready by Spring 1971, has also been supported.

The Council {s interested in consolidating what {s now known about the
development of population education around the world as a basis for future planning.
This {nterest includes the development of communications among [nterested individ:
uals.

The Council will also assist a nunber of countries in the development of
their population education progrems during the wonths and years to come.
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