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ABSTRACT

The gain in word analysis for elementary school
-students tutored in a perceptual-conditioning approach was reported.
Subjects were 98 first graders, 41 fourth graders, and 16 fifth
graders. The approach instructionally separated the teaching of
decoding from the teaching .of comprehension; only single whole words
were used and always out of context. Paraprofessional tutors
instructed individuals or small groups for approximately 15 minutes
twice a day. The pupils were always told the sound of the word to
prevent them from analyvyzing an unknown word by their own method.
Pretest and pcst-test scores on the word-analysis section of the
Durrell Analysis of Reading Difficulty indicated significant gain for
all groups. The largest gain was found for grade-4 students, whose
average gain was approximately 20 months for the U4-month experimental
period. (CHM)
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SUMMARY

Perceptual Condltlonlng was developed by the staff at

A thl Un1vers1ty Readlng and Study Center.p The approach

nstructlonally separates the teacn1n5~“f decod;ng from the /

eachlng of comprehens1on.' Th1s order1ng of ‘the reading'process

llowshfor the use of 1earn1ng technlques that develop mental

ets n‘the reader to v1sua11y and aud1tor111y examlne words 1n

way that would form partlcular hab1t response patterns

condltlonlng) cons;stent w1th effectlve decodlng ab111ty.‘fThese

ablt response pa terns were 1dent1f1ed thru a creat1ve and- unlque

.xamlnatlon of what successful readers Jdo (at any developmental




' to assure that the learner is exposed to the relevant activities ..
" that lead to habit responses that are found in eVery successful;ifflfit

reader. (No matter what method was used to teach him to read. p)

Thus, the method is potentially both parslmonlous as well as

af-effectlve. (It can be demonstrated that too many of the
:factivities and materials in use today are not only irrelevant

thand,wasteful but may actually undermine the effective learning

1. The para professional works in a "training-sessicn" S

‘ for approximately 15 minutes two times a day with an.individualiff

2...Se1ected words are presented each training sessicn.
fOnl& whole words are used and they are always out of context.
fThe youngster in the traxnlng phase never sees less nor more than
fthe'whole word. Oral reading sess1ons with the classroom teacher
ﬁ;nclude sentence and story reading from basals. i
3. 'Ycungsters are always tcld the sound of the whole;:fck
?ﬁord in the‘training session. »They are not tc analyzevthes i

- word by-their.own'method if this word is not known to‘them,at- T‘”;f

{Populatlon

'-Number of students receiving both pre-and post-tests
Number of students by grade and ‘sex
Y 1st grade classes:’ 52 boys,_uﬁ_girls,‘grace total

kth grade-classes'..20 boys, . 21 girls, grade total

2
1l 5th grade class. G 7 boys, 9 girls, grade total 16
Sj'classes 'if;hf_c ,79 boys_ 76;gir1s;-Grand Total E




mTest:results reported in terms of the pretest and post-
test'scores:onvthe word-analysis section of the Durrell Analysis
of'Reading Difficulty'(new edition). The pupils were initially
tested dur:ng the third week of February, 1969. Post-instructionﬁﬂh
testlng was done dur1ng the second week of June, 1962 Thus theiﬂf
rt1me elapsed 1s less than four months (actual instruction was |
'somewhat less due to holldays and 1nd1v3dual absences)
" The norms for the Durrell word-analysis section are
npressed in grade levels.f For each grade level a class1f1catlon‘
‘of low (L), m1ddle (M), and high (H) is given based upon the
_number of words 1dent1f1ed correctly. However it wlll be noted
fhat the results for th1s study are expressed in ordinal numbers{
he”class1f1catlon of L, h and H at each grade level does not lendv
zltself to express;ng mean measures of change in. decod1ng ablllty“
o;he.able'torreport change 1n a valid and reasonable manner,
;flve polnts were ass1~ned to change from one cla881f1catlon (L M
)zto another, e g.,'1f the pretest ‘score was at a low th1rd and
1he post test score was at a mlddle third level, the change would
fe a one class1f1cat10n change and tth a f1ve polnt change -
'apprcxlmately four to flve months growth).‘ If the change 1n7
core went from low second to low third, the change would be

;5 polnts 1;e., from low second to m1ddle second to h1gh second

0- low h: rd (morebthan one year s growth)

10 monthe growth)




First Grade boys (n=52), average change: 12 points
_ Pirsthrade_gir1s.(n:hS),'average change: 9 points

- Total First Grade average change: . 10 points

-; Fourth Grade boys (n=20) average change: 20 points
Fourth Grade girls (n=21) average change: 24 points
.Total Fourth Grade (n=u4l) avérage change: 22 points

‘ [ 3
1?jFifth,Grade boys (n=7) average change: 10 points
vf:’Fifth Grade girls (&=9) average change: 19 points
Total Fifth Grade (n=16) average change: lsbpoints-t
. All boys (n=79) average change: 14 points
All girls (n=76) average change: 17 points

All boys and_girls (n=155) avegage change: 15 points

A t test was done between pre and boét test scores. The means qf;T

:1the groups increaéed‘fromAIZ-to 28. The E’of 24 isvsignificant.f i'a
jfbeyond.the:paﬂﬁtlevel.

" Discussion

An examination of the resilts shows apparent significant Lj“
i change in word identification ability as measured by the Word

.-Analysis séction of the Durrell Analysis of Reading Difficulty.

.1t should again be noted that the pre and post test time elapsed

':was less than four months. Accgrding to the test norms, mOVement,vJ?3*

from only one classification tq another ﬁithinfgrade;level would




”~f‘have been considered reasonable (5 points).

PR “The average overall 15 point change can be considered

ffﬁquite‘sizable for many reasons:

L1,

' 3;

the instructional year. Studies have shown that this“f
. is the most difficult time to obtain change due to

. a plateauing out of skill development.

‘i catlon tralnlng when the pre-test was done in
.:? February. Approximately 1/3 of the flrst_gradérs
_'f;ware.recorded as_haying a zero point change. Thesér
E pupils, in the pre-test, indicated that they are |
  { still at the letter identification stage. Thus oﬁri{
*. goal in instruction was to teach them letter naﬁe $nq‘
f?'jsdunds rather than to teach wholé word decoding.-”‘v;”
 ?  Although these children did "change" 81gn1f1cantiy,>
}ibthls progress is not reflected in our p01nt scores,l"
vius;nce the Durrell Analys;s of Reading D1ff1culty makes
‘1'no provxs;on for scorlng progress in learnlng letter

. names.

‘ tralnlng did have some effect upon ‘the puplls'
_growth, it must be noted that all the para profe531ona1

4'work1ng in the program were absclute neophytestdurlng

- could not mature untll the latxer part of the fcur :

>7J_month perlod. L:ﬁ;jj_;'“_

Instruction was offered during the latter part of

Included in'the overall chinge are those first gradei

youngsters who were still in need of letter-ldentlfla

If it is assumed that the peréeptual-conditioning_-

the early months. Their ‘ability to apply the method




