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Section !

INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND

This is the third "annuai" report to the National Science
Foundation on Project SPIRES (Stanford Physics Information
REtrieval system). It covers the 18-month period from January
1, 1969 to June 30, 1970. Detailed material on work completed bv
the project during 1967 and 1968 is contained in the two previous
annual reports. For those who are not familiar with SPIRES, a
hackground summary wight be helpful,

1969 marked the completion of the third year of research and
development activity under National Science Foundation grants: Gn
600, Gn 742 and Gn 830. SPIRES is funded to develop and study an
onlire physics information system. The site of this research ard
development activity is Stanford University, and its users
include specialized research groups and the Stanford University
Libraries. Because of plans for expansion beyond physics, the P
in SPIRES has been informally changed from physics to public; the
Stanford "Public Information REtrieval System,

Essentially the SPIRES Project is daveloping an augmented
hibliographic retrieval capability that will initially be
available to the faculty, students and staff of a major
university, The traditional bibliographic retrieval system Is
the library, For a variety of reasons, libraries are turning to
computers as a means of augmenting service to their patrons and
improving their own internal processing operations. With funds
from the Office of Education, Stanford University Libraries has
been conducting a research and development project in the
application of online computers to library bibliographic
operations, Project BALLOTS (Bibliographic Automation of Large
Library Operations using Time Sharing) began in mid-1967. In the
interest of developing an integrated, computer-based campus
information system, SPIRES and BALLOTS have been collaborating
since 1968, This collaboration is formalized through a single
executive committee chaired by Professor Wiltliam F, Miller,
Vice-President for Research and Associate Provost for Computing.
Other members of the committee include: David C. Weber, Director
of Libraries; Paul Armer, Director of the Stanford Computation
Center; Professor Edwin B. Parker, Associate Professor of
Communication and Principal Investigator for Project SPIRES; and
Allen Veaner, Assistant Director for Bibliographic Operations of
the Stanford University Libraries and Principal !nvestigator for
Project BALLOTS.,



SPIRES has two overall and long-range goals, The first is
to provide a computer-based, bibliographic retrieval system for a
variety of user groups in the Stanford community. The second
goal is to support the University Libraries automation efforts by
contributing to common software development. An immediate short
range goal is to provide an online bibliographic information
service for Stanford physicists, particularly high energy
physicists. These goals must be achieved within a framework of
effective, efficient operation. Effectiveness is ensured by
careful study of and constant interaction with users and the user
environment. Efficiency is assured by evaluation of costs and
performance factors under operational conditions.

The current SPIRES system uses the Campus Facility, one of
several major computer installations of the Starford Computation
Center. Charts of the Campus Facility hardware and software
configuration are contained in Appendix A. The system uses the
following IBM equipment: a 360 Model &7 computer, with
approximately one million bytes of core storage; a 2314 disk
drive for storage of machine readahle files; and 2741 typewriter
terminals for input of bibliographic data. There are over two
hundred terminals on the Stanford campus, and a locally developed
time-sharing system permits approximately sixty of these
terminals to be online at any one time. The Campus facility
serves as the "work horse'" computer in meeting the teaching and
research needs of Stanford faculty and students,

Section 1
THE SPIRES | PROTOT:PE

In 1957 a smali one-terminal demonstration system was
mounted on the 360 model 75 computer at the Stanford Linear
Accelerator Center (since replaced by a 360/91) using an I18M 2250
display terminal., Following this pilot demonstration system,
most of 1968 was spent in creating the software necessary for a
nmultiple-user online prototype. This included the development of
an online supervisor program (See 1968 SPIRES Annual Report), and
search, retrieval and update programs. By January of 1969 the
prototype version had been tested and was ready for service, |In
late February the prototype began on a scheduled hour and a half
per day, five day a week basis. This scheduled service continued
through the summer of 1969. |IBM 2741 typewriter terminals were
placed in the Stanford University Libraries and in the Stanford
Linear Accelerator Center Library. The SPIRES system, however,
can be used from any terminal on campus. At present, SPIRES is
not in scheduled service, but can be ioaded on demand from any
terminal connected by leased line or dial telephone to the
Stanford 360/67. The most frequent .se is made of SPIRES by the
SLAC library staff, conducting searches for SLAC physicists,




Several local files were created and searched using the
SPIRES system. At the Stanford Linear Accelerator Center (SLAC)
Litrary a file of preprints in high energy physics was created.
Records of new preprints are added weekly, and a note is made of
any preprint that is published., Input is via the IBM 2741
typewriter terminal in the SLAC Library, The preprint file
contains approximateiy 6500 documents, including all the high
energy physics preprints received in the SL'C Library for a
period from March 1968 to the present. Input and update is done
ky regular library staff at SLAC. 3Searching is possible by
author, title, date and citation. Appendix M contains a guide to
searching the preprint file which describes a typical search and
various system features,

Appendix B by Louise Addis records the SLAC expericnce in
working with SPIRES. A major outcome of SPIRES use by librarians
and physicists at SLAC is a clear definition of the direction
which further development should take in providing optimum
service to high energy physicists, The evaluation and
recormendations are contained in the SLAC appendix.

In addition to its use for online search and retrieval, the
preprint data base has two significant by-products, The first is
an annual cumulative list of publications by SLAC staff
physicists, The second is a weekly list of preprints, "Preprints
in Particles and Fields" (PPF). PPF began publication in January
1969; a master copy for the list is produced each Thursday from
the week's SPIRES input data set. An added feature of PPF is the
"Anti-Preprint" list which records when and where previously
announced preprints are published. Samples of these publications
are in Appendices C and D, By early 1970 PPF was distributed to
about 1600 high energy physicists and libraries in the U.S. and
other countries. Costs were borne by the Division of Particles
and Fields of the American Physical Society using funds obtained
for the purpose from the AEC. As of July 1, 1970, PPF
will be distributed only to subscribers wko pay a $10.00
per year subscription fee. As of mid-June 1970, more
than 600 subscriptions had been ordered, making the
publication financially sel f-supporting.

A separate functional unit for data input and contrcl was
established In the Main Library of the Stanford University
Libraries, Library staff members were trained in the use of the
SPIRES system, and although five one-hour training sessions were
originally planned, staff members were able to use the system
effectively after only two sessions. A data base consisting of
about 30% of the Main Library's monograph orders was created and
updated; this is known as the In-Process File (IPF), The Litrary
maintained a weekly input and update operation until fall of
1969, Forms and procedures were deveioped and statistics were
collected on the use of the system. The IPF may be searched by
author, corporate author, conference author, title, date and
record ID number. Appendix M contains a search guide and sample
search material prepared for the library staff.



In addition to the preprint and library in-process file,
several other files were created. One personal file of over 500
documents was created by Professor John Harhaugh of the Geology
department. A small file of documents in African history was
also created. A collection of educational research documents
from the Stanford ERIC Clearinghouse for Educational Media and
Technology was added to the system; this file was searched
locally and used for demonstrations in other parts of the
country,

After several months of operational experience, the last
quarter of 1969 was spent in evaluating the SPIRES | prototype
system, This evaluation was conducted by members of the SPiRES
and BALLOTS staff with the assistance of an independent computer
consultant, Robert L. Patrick. The evaluation indicated that a
major milestone had been reached with the successful operation of
SPIRES I. Technical feasibility was clearly demonstrated. The
special target audience of high energy physicists found the
SPIRES system significantly valuable. Another user group (the
Lihrary staff), with almost no knowledge of computers was able to
use the system after only a short training period, A variety of
data bases were created and successfully searched from various
points on campus. |t became apparent that the data bases used by
the SPIRES system, particularly library files and special subject
files such as the preprint file, are characterized by continued
growth and intensive update activity. If the SPIRES system were
used on a full time basis, users would depend heavily on software
and hardware reliability.

Requirements of cost and file integrity become critical in
the design of a large file bibliographic retrieval system for
daily use. A careful evaluation of the prototype operation,
including cost and timing studies, revealed that the anticlipated
benefits of a production version of SPIRES (SPIRES 1{) could not
be realized by implementing it on Stanford's 360/67
configuration. Two major problems intervene. The first is file
integrity. The system software of the 360/67 as implemented at
Stanford emphasizes maximum throughput at the expense of absolute
file integrity. Stanford's system must handle large quantities
of relatively small student jobs, and responsibility for daily
file backup is placed on the user, This is appropriate for the
research and teaching uses of the Campus Facility, but it is
_inappropriate for large production files with high update
activity so characteristic of information retrieval and library
automation applications, Large, update-intensive files must
emphasize maximum file integrity and minimum mean time to
recovery. This means that backup protection for files and update
activity must be part of the system software, and recovery
procedures must be fast (measured in minutes) and thorough
(return to pre-breakdown condition), Lloss of a bibliographic
file because of a computer malfunction Is not tolerable, nor is
it acceptable for a library system to be without access to its
essential files during a major part of a working day while
awalting recovery from some malfunction. Researchers who have




created special files must have the confidence that their files
will not be accidentally destroyed or inaccessible for long
periods of time.

The second major problem on the IBM 360/67 is the cost of
day to day operation. Analysis of the most economical option on
the 360/67, adding bulk core for a dedicated partition indicated
that retrieval costs would be on the order of $15 to $20 per
terminal hour, depending on the estimated level of use, This is
largely a function of the billing algorithm the Campus Facility
requires to maintain a standard rate structure that generates
sufficient total facility revenue. Heavy use of high priority
cycle time during peak hours is priced much higher than overnight
rates. Both the resuliting unit costs and the total cost for the
daiiy use of the system were considered too high to permit a firm
commitment from the University to continue operation of a campus
bibliographic retrieval system on a production basis,

Section 111
DEVELOPING A PRODUCTION SYSTEM=--SPIRES 11

In meeting the daily information retrieval requirements of a
large user group including the library, the SPIRES system must
operate in a production environment. |In an online production
environment, a variety of research users access a variety of data
bases throughout the day. 1In addition, from ten to twenty
professional terminal input personnel use the system for all or
part of the day. This places heavy requirements on the system
for absolute reliability, file integrity, and rapid recovery as
well as cost acceptability.

A sophisticated search and retrieval capability, which is
not available a good share of the time, is of littie use either
to a faculty member or & librarian, Absolute reliability means
that the system must have a minimum amount of "down time."
Periodic machine or program breakdowns, which idle ten to twenty
terminal input personnel and make private data files inaccessible
to ongoing research projects, are not acceptable. However, in
the event of system malfunction, existing files must be protected
" and recently ifnput data must be preserved. Rekeybhoarding of data
destroyed in a system failure adds prohibitive costs and time for
file restoration., Hence, the necessity for file integrity and
rapid recovery. A computer system must be able to handle
increasing processing loads in a manner which is cost acceptable
to a variety of users., Delays or inability to gain access to
library computer files due to heavy CPU use is not acceptable in
a bibliographic oriented file system. Developing a production
oriented retrieval system requires a comprehensive and formally




defined system development process. Appendix E describes in
detail the system development process for SPIRES 1|1,

This system development process has six overlapping phases,
each with a discrete and specified output. A granrhic
representation of the activities in each phase of the process is
contained in Appendix F, The overlapping relationship of the
development phases is shown in the System Products Chart in
Appendix G, The six phases of the system development process
are:

Preliminary analysis
Detailed analysis
General design
Detailed design
Implementation
Installation.

MMmOO®>

Preliminary Analysis is undertaken as a basis for detailed
enumeration of the system's requirements. During this phase,
policies in support of development are established, goals are
defined and the user environment is characterized. The current
system is documented and analyzed for its limitations inciuding
cost factors. A long-range scope is stated which deals with
these limitations. A sub-scope for first implementation is
selected by choosing a combination of elements which yields an
optimum use of resources by matching areas of critical need with
available funds, The results of the preliminary analysis phase
are contained in a formal Scope Document. The SPIRES and the
common software sections of the Scope Document are reported in
Appendix J and Appendix L, respectively.

The Detailed Analysis Phase enumerates the complete
functional requirements of the production system. Performance
requirements are stated quantitatively including such factors as
response time, hours per day of online accessibility and maximum
allowable down time. Record input and output are estimated in
terms of volume, growth and fluctuations. All input/output
documents are taid out in character by character detail,
Processing rules which transform input data elements into output
data elements are specified, and cost 1limits are established.
The results of the Detailed Analysis Phase are presented in a
requirements document.

There |Is considerable phase overlap and some minor
requirement tasks carry over into the next phase and some design
tasks are begun in the Detailed Analysis Phase.

In the General Design Phase alternative software-hardware
configurations are conceptualized to meet the requirements of the
SPIRES !l system. FEach configuration is analyzed and the
alternative which yields the optimum combination of advantages is
selected and detailed in a General Design document.

During the Detailed Design Phase the development staff




executes a detailed internal design down to the program module
level, The General Design document Is a basls for this work, A
complete set of programming specifications is produced as well as
a test plan, a training plan and an implementation plan. These
are presented in a Detailed Design document.

During the Implementation Phase programs are coded according
to specifications and tested. Training courses and materials for
both the manual and automated portions of the system are
completed. The users go through a period of intensive training.

As the Installation Phase begins, files are converted.
Where manual procedures are being replaced, there is a short
period of parallel operation and then a complete cutover is made
to the new system, Performance statistics are gathered over a
ninety~day period in the production environment. All final
documents necessary for research reporting and continuous
operation of the system are prepared.

A11 activities which occur during the system development
process are scheduled and evaluated at key milestone points, A
graphic presentation of these is given in the major milestones
and schedules chart in Appendix H. Internal target dates may be
modified but the date of production operation is fixed.

In addition to an overall development plan, an appropriate
project structure and management are necessary for the creation
of a production system. |In November 1969, A. H. Epstein was
appointed director for both the SPIRES and the BALLOTS system
development activities. Mr. Epstein holds a joint appointment
with the Stanford Computation Center and the Stanford University,
Libraries. As Project Director, he reports directly to Paul
Armer, Director of the Stanford Computation Center, and he is
also Chief of the Stanford University Libraries Automation
Department. Mr, Epstein came to Stanford from private industry
where he held a senior management position involving the
development and operation of online information systems, His
previous work included the application of innovative technology,
such as Computer Output Micioforms (COM).

The staff of both SPIRES and BALLOTS is consolidated and
under the direction of Mr, Epstein. In January 1970 the staff
was relocated In new quarters adjacent to the Computation Center,
Phase A tasks in the systam develicpment process began in late
1969 and continued into the first quarter of 1970, A formel
project management system is in operation. Tasks are defined,
assigned and coordinated using task control sheets, schedules and
full documentation requirements, A separzte documentation unit
has been established within the project to assure that reoorting
requirements are met and that the system is fully documented for
maximum research and operational value, The Organization Chart
in Appendix | shows the project structure and staff,




Section |V
SYSTEM SCOPE AND REQUIREMENTS

The first phase of the SPIRES Il system development process
was completed during the first quarter of 1970. This phase was
documented in a 160 rage document entitled "System Scope for
Library Automation and Gencralized !nformation Storage and
Retrieval at Stanford University." (Copies are avallable from
the project at $7.50 prepaid.) Part 3 of the Scope Document,
which discusses the SPIRES Il generalized information storage and
retrieval system, is attached as Appendix J. The Scope Document
characterizes the users and the user environment and summarizes
the timitations of SPIRES |. 1t describes a long-range scope of
retrieval and file management capabilities as well as a first
implementation scope (SPIRES I1). A unique feature of the Scope
Document is a tutorial appendix, which describes the information
storage and retrieval concepts underlying the SPIRES/BALLOTS
system. This is attached as Apperdix K.

A key element of the Stanford system is the concept of
shared facilities. These are the common software-~hardware
facilities which will service SPIREZS |1, BALLOTS 1! and
eventually, additional applications. Examples of shared
facilities are an online executive program and a text edi tor.
Shared facilities ares discussed in the Scope Document and the
section describing them is attached as Appendix L. The
operations environment in which the common software will serve
various applications is called the Data Facility. The computer
configurations selected for the Data Facility will be large
enough to service SPIRES |l and BALLOTS |l efficiently and
effectively with potential for later growth as required.

As this report goes to press, the project is deeply involved
in the Detailed Analysis Phase. This is a crucial phase in
system development because system requirements (such as
performance and output documents) are established and approved by
the project and system users, Requirements aralysis involves
almost daily contact with Tdentifiable user groups, in this case
librarians, and painstaking review of details to assure
compatibility with the users' operational needs. For example,
each separate visual display format is designed jointly by a team
~of librarfans and analysts, Each week library department heads
and key supervisory personnel meet with the Project Director and
various staff members. Topics range from discussion and approval
of written statements of system assumptions (such as hours of
online operation and types of file access) to discussions of
system flowcharts.

A variety of technical tasks are being carried out,
Existing programming languages and online software are being
evaluated. The system is being simulated to determine, for
example, varlation in response time under various processing
loads. - An online command language is being written for search,



retrieval and update. An analyzer is being designed to parse the
language and produce appropriate diagnostics. A requirements
document incorporating elements of design will be produced later
this year. It will be formally approved by the Project Director,
the principal investigators, and the users. This requirements
document will be the basis for detailed system design and
programming.
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APPENDIX A: Stanford Campus Facility Software and Hardware

CAMPUS FACILITY !
SYSTEM STANFORD COMPUTATION CENTEPJ
O VERVIEW
PRODUCTION
BATCH
PARTITION SIZES IN BYTES
DS NUCLEUS 90112
PRODUCTION BATCH 358400
HI-SPEED BATCH 135168
ORVYL 196608
WYLBUR 83968 RESEARCH ORIENTED SERVICES
MILTEN 53248 FULL 0S SERVICES
HASP 131072
HIGH SPEED STANFORD HASP
BATCH
STUDENT ORIENTED SERVICES Sﬁ%‘é’éé&%ﬁ?&‘ﬁ"c"oﬁl’#ﬁm,
ALGOLW SPOOLING
SPASM REMOTE JOB ENTRY
LISPC REMOTE JOB RETRIEVAL
WATFOR SYSTEMS-STATUS DISPLAY
BASIC (batch version) BATCH ACCOUNTING
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TIME-SHARING EXECUTOR
E\E(g?‘écmscﬁ»':%%csssoas
M St
MILTEN = USER PROGRAMS
FILE SYSTEM
T
REMOTE TERMINAL CONTROL
OPERATOR COMMUNICATIONS
REMOTE PARTITION CONTROL WYLBUR
REMOTE TERMINAL ACCOUNTING

TEXT EDITING
REMOTE JOB ENTR"
RCP REMOTE JOB RETRIEVAL

USER WRITTEN,
NON-SWAPPED,
MULTI-ACCESS SYSTEMS
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Campus Facility 360/67 Machine Configuration
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APPENDIX B: Stanford Linear Accelerator Center Participation {;
Spires by Louise Addis

STANFORD LINEAR ACCELERATOR CENTER PARTICIPATION IN SPIRES

The special characteristics of SPIRES as a Physlcs
Iinformation Retrieval Project were outlined by F.3. Parker
in the 1967 SPIRES ANNUAL REPORT, as follows:

"Five features characterize the SPIRES project and
serve to distinguish it from other on-line information
retrieval projects. The first is the strong behaviora)l
science emphasis . . .

The second distinguishing feature is the data base to

be used in the system. The first criterion for select~
ing the data base is to be responsive to user needs,
finding out user priorities rather than starting with
assumptions that may not apply locally. . .the second
criterion ... is to take advantage of whatever data
bases are available in machine readable form that may be
of some value to our users. . .

The third distinguishing feature of the SPIRES
is its focus on the development of adequate computer
systems software and applications programming. . .

The fourth distinguishing feature can be stated
negatively. There is no local manual indexing. It is
felt that what manual indexing is done would, in the
interests of standardization, be hetter left to the
developing national systems rather than attemnting

to index at a local level, Instead the concern is
with adapting to on-~line retrieval whatever

indexing procedures are available or can be made
avallable, and with indexing that can be done by com~
puter (e.g., using title words in conjunction with word
stemming and synonym dictionary procedures and using
citation indexing procedures)...

The fifth distingulshing feature is the nature of the
liaison with relevant library operations and library
automation projects. The project has excellent liaison
with the SLAC Library . . ."

In keeping with the basic philosophy of SPIRES, the needs
and prioritles of potential SLAC users were explored in a
serfes of interviews with SLAC physicists. A summary of
thelr response 1s found in the first SPIRES ANNUAL REPORT,
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In accord with interview findings, high priorities were
given to the following data bases:

1. SLAC preprint collection

2, Nuclear Sclence Abstracts

3. Journals (at that time it was thought that the T | P
tapes would be avallable to SPIRES) '

k, DESY High Energy Physics Index

The DESY INDEX was later moved up into second place as the
excellence of Its keyword Indexing and the completeness of
its coverage of the high-energy physics literature became
evident. A sample data base of NSA was created but a full
NSA data base was moved down on the priority list because of
Its slze. NSA, with Its interdisciplinary coverage,
contains on the order of 50,000 entries/year (against the
9,000 entries/year of the speclialized DESY INDEX). -Journal
tapes have not yet been available at a reasonable cost;
however, the high=energy physics journals are thoroughly
covered in the DESY TAPES.

We believed then and still do that the SLAC PREPRINT
COLLECTION plus the DESY INDEX would most closely meet the
goals of provliding a specialized user population (SLAC and
Stanford hlgh=-energy physicists) with access to:

1. The most timely information -- preprints.
2. A large enough specialized data base to permit
exhaustive retrospective searches.

The choice of these two high-energy-physics data bases would
allow comparison of the effectiveness of two types of
subject search:

1. TIitle word, author, and citation searching in a
flle (preprints) in which no manual indexing had
been done.

2. Keyword, title word, and author searching in a flle
(DESY) In which extensive professional keyword
Indexing was provided,

Citation search capability for the preprint data base was
regarded as particularly important since no '"manual'
indexing was planned for that file, The presence of
cltations would allow another subject approach (in addition
to title word) to preprints. Llbrarles on the Stanford
Campus were already subscribing to the vast,
interdisciplinary SCIENCE CITATION INDEX in its printed
version (3,000,000 citatlons/year, approximately
$1200/year).

In physics, the clitat!on search has several utllities:



l. General subject searching.
2. Tracing the fate of a specific piece of work.
3. Checking on whether a particular author is
doing work that others find useful. ("Publish
or perish' is giving way to "be cited or be sunk'.)

As more physicists discovered SC!'s purpose and utility, we
found ourselves struggling through more and more manual
searches In its profoundly unsatisfactory pages (the print
is submicroscopic, it iIs always far behind, and references
are skeletal and musi always be looked up again in a second
source to locate titles), We welcomed the potential
capacity of SPIRES to allow us easily to bring these
citation searches up-to-date in our own preprint collection
(a year or more ahead of the printed index).

Originally it had been planned to allow citation searching
in the same detall as in the printed SClI (by author and all
types of papers). This proved technically difficult and the
input too time consuming. We therefore limited citation
input to bona fide journal references which could be entered
and searched as simply a CODEN (for journal title), a volume
No., and a first page No. Since the references on preprints
are frequently sloppy and inaccurate, and since they will
eventually appear in the printed SCl, this compromise seems
a reasonable one to make. It does, however, make it
impossible to do citation searching on conference papers and
on preprints, and, of course, we cannot do a citation search
by author.

The ultimate SPIRES system, should, of course, allow for the
Inclusion of the complete SCIENCE CITATION INDEX..., if only
for the benefit of the Medical School where it is perhaps
most heavily used In printed form.

Then, to reiterate, our goal as SLAC users was creation of
data bases of the most timely material, and one large. enough
and complete enough (with a professional subject index) to
allow a thorough search to be made on any high-energy-physics
topic. The chosen materials were:

1. SLAC preprint collectlon (3,000 documents/year)
Searches to be utilized:
a. Author
b. Title word
c. Report number
d. Citation
e, Date

2. DESY HIGH ENERGY PHYSICS INDEX (9,000
documents/vyear)
Searches to bhe utilized:
a. HKeyword (up to 23 assigned to each
document)

L6



b. Title word
c. Author
d. Date

Since March 1968 a data base containing the SLAC Preprint
accessions has been regularly created and maintained (weekly
as permitted by hardware and software development). Input
has been via the 2741 terminal located in the SLAC Library.

Thls preprint data base currently contains bibliographic
information and citations for some 6500 documents, including
all the high=-energy physics rcreprints received in the SLAC
Library for the period March 1968 to the present.
Approximately 1000 documents are reports, preprints, and
translations produced by members of the SLAC staff. The
annual cumulative iist of SLAC publications is produced from
the SPIRES data base by a batch program.

Specifications for the conversion of the DESY FILE to the
SPIRES format were completed In June 19569 (see l1ist of
SLAC-SPIRES documents). Though the programming has been
nearly completed for the conversion, the data base has not
yet been c¢created.

In late 1968, SLAC proposed to and received a special grant
from the AEC to begin printing and mailing (under the
sponsorship of the Division of Particles and Fields of the
American Physical Society) a weekly list of preprints
""'Preprints in Particles and Fields (PPF)'". PPF began
publication in January 1969. Master copy for the list is
produced each Thursday from the week's SPIRES input data
set.

PPF is currently used by nearly 1600 high-energy physicists
and preprint libraries in the wWestern !lemisphere (including
SLAC). The results of a questionaire sent to subscribers
indicates that PPF Is a success among high-energy
physicists. (One enthuslastic user described it as '"the
hest thing to happen in physics information in 50 years').
A popular feature is the "Anti-preprint'" list which lists
when and where previously announced preprints are publtished.
Though PPF is not an integral part of the SPI!RES system

but a byproduct (which we would produce anyway, though more
laboriously, without SPIRES), the enthusiastic response of
the wider high-energy physics user community to "even a
listing" of preprints is significant.

USER EXPERIENCE =- SPRING 1969

The SPIRES search and the preprint data base were
sufficiently developed by Spring 1969 to put to the test:-of
actual physlicist users. (At that time, S5LAC had only 2 or 3
on=line terminals outside of the library whereas there are
now 23 such terminals.)
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About 1200 people are employed at SLAC. The SLAC Library
has a staff of 11. The "user populaticn'" for a SPIRES (with
only a high~energy physics data base) consists of some 90
Ph.D. high-energy physicists (includings about 20 temporary
visitors from other 1ahs), 25 csraduate students (Ph.D.
candidates) and up to 8 imembers of the SLAC Library staff.

The two-mile linear eclectron accelerator itself is a
scientific instrument used by experimental high-energy
physicists to conduct their research. Theoretical
high-enernsy physicists do not use the accelerator but
concern themsclves with expianation and preliction. Since a
high~-enerrny physics experiment on a larce accelerator nay
cost in the $100,000 range to perform, it is essential that
work not be duplicated or undertaken unnecessarily.
Therefore, keeping up (with preprints) is essential to the
high-energy physicist.

The physicist users are as a sroup:

a. Very husy, irregular in their working hours
Experimentalists, for instance, must work all night
sometimes. Theoreticians usually arrive around
10:00 am and frequently work at home.

b, uick thinking and quick learning.

c. Familiar with computers and likely to have a
typewriter terminal close by (there are 23
terminals now at SLAC).

d. Interested in any real help they can get in keeping
ahreast of the information explosion.

As a part of the campaign to attract users, Prof. F.B3.
Parker spoke at a seminar. Some 15 physicists asked the
SLAC Library to conduct searches for them and probably
another 15 experimented with the terminal search themselves
(though that was hard to keep track of). Several expressed
chelr opinions in writing to £.B8. Parker (l've attached a
few of these letters of which | received copies).

The results of the user experiments with SPIRES in April and
May 1969 may be summarized as follows:

1. The quick search response time of SPIRES was
universally admired and the slow printout on
the terminal was found universally annoving.

2. The plans for CRT devices, the save, and off=-line
print capability were heartily endorsed. O0Once the
search points have been determined, the user
usually doesn't wish to have to wait for
printout at the terminal. !le'd like his
secretary to printout a WYLBUR dataset or
pick up some printout at the Comp Center. tle'd
also like to he able to "flip througn" a 1ot of
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entries as you are ahble to do on the CRT, and
sometimes save a few entrles In a file of his own.

3. Almost every search included one or more citation
elements.

4. Since the preprint data base was the only one
available, no comprehensive retrospective
searching could be done on-line., C.nsequently,
much supplementary manual searching (In the DESY
INDEX) was dcne by the SLAC Library staff
(resulting in a serious work overload) during
this period. Users were pleased with the results
and it seems obvious that were DESY availahle
on-1ine and publicized, many information
needs would be hetter met. (We don't
have the staff time to offer this kind of manual
search service to everyone who needs it now and
physicists don't have the time to do manual
searches themselves except under the most desperate
circumstances). ,

5. The hours 8:15-9:30 a.m. were awkward ones for
physicists. |f only an hour or so of on-line
SPIRES service were to he available, the late
afternocon would be the best for physicists. Also,
in many cases, an hour was not enough time to
complete the listings for a particular set of
searches though the searches themselves might have
taken only a few minutes.

A 24-nour day, 7-days a week availability would be
the most popular. An 8-hour day, 5-days a week
next. A 2-hour service during the 4:00-6:00 p.m.
period next.

6, Physicists would still 1ike to be able to save
selected references in thelr own files, and several
of them would like some form of SDI.

7. MHany users mentioned the desirability of left and
rizht truncation on all indexed elements.

An INTERIM SPIRES FOR SLAC USE:

The current version of SPIRES with the following
improvements would provide SLAC with a fairly versatile
on=line infaormation retrieval system with which to galn user
experience during the next 18 months, and one for whlch a
case for some funding might be made to our budget
department:
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Completion of the Anti-PPF program (1/2 done) would
save 10/15 hours per montin of the preprint
librarian's time and nearly that much of terminal
time (while adding an undetermined amount of program
running time). '

Addition of the DESY DATA BASE would allow thorough
retrospective searching on high-energy physics
topics. (The implementation of No.3 below is,
however, necessary to allow use of the DESY FILE).
It would undoubtedly save many hours of

reference librarian time and allow us to

provide our users with a much more efficient
subject search service. The experience which could
be gained from phyziclists actual'ly using a large
file wouid be helpful in planring the future SPIRES.
In connection with the DESY file, we need frequency
statlistics for keyword usages (per my memo of
7/22/69 to Jim Marsheck).

The addition of an off-line print capacity would
render the use of the current SPIRES

system economically feasible. Frequently

the listing of 75-100 documents may be

required after a search which took one minute,

To be paying $9 to $16/minute for a terminal
listing (as opposed to further searching) is simply
not economically feasible... even in the case where
several terminals are being used at one time (a
rather complex scheduling feat). On=-line search
capacity is essential for setting up a given
search. ideally the search results should be
stored in a WYLBUR data set and listed

from the terminal later...but given the
Impossibility of this, print off-1ine is a
satlisfactory substitute.

The following addltional improvements would be helpful but
not essential for the interim SPIRES:

1.

The addition of a message of the day to be set

by the SLAC data manager for the preprint and DESY
files, allowing a report to the user on the latest
additlions to the file, or any other relevant
Information. At present, the user has no easy

way of knowing what material may have been

added to the file since his last search.

Clean up of the '"type own' display format to
elIlminate the print-out of unabbreviated element
names. The user, who knows enough to

choose the elements he wants printed out,

can get by without any identifying tags for

the sake of faster print-out.
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3. The availability of a batch program which uses the
"Anti-preprint'" data sets to add publication notes
(PBN) to entrles in the data base. (Space has been
dummied in as an NSP element with each preprint entry.)
After a preprint has been published it is much
more useful to the searcher to have a
journal reference than a report number (which he
must check in the card catalog to locate).

4, The elimination of duplicate entries within the
DESY data base (this problem is described in detail
in the DESY User Spec) and perhaps the linking
of entries between the DESY and preprint files.

We envision the interim SPIRES as an on-demand system.,..the
"demands'" being made to the SLAC Library where search times
could be scheduled for convenience to users and economy to
the system. |f the PREPRINT and DESY data bases were both
available, with an off=1ine print capacity, we would
publicize the subject search, encourage physicists to submit
search questions and to use the system themselves during
"up~-time'. We would also expect to prerare a few
experimental user profiles (R.E. Taylor and B. Richter
would like to be guinea pigs for such a project) to see if
individualized lists of new high-energy physics docur.ents’
could he sucessfully prepared using the search points
available in these two files. Faculty members at CALTECH
have also expressed interest in an arrangement allowing them
to submit searches to SPIRES from time to time, probably via
the SLAC Library.

THE ULTIMATE SPIRES

We envision the long-range SPIRES as a 24=hour/day,
7-day/week service, utilizing CRT, allowing individuals to
create their own files, either from scratch or by copying
out of larger data base files, and allowing users access to
a spectrum of large special-subject data bases. A list of
machine readable reference services most of which are
currently availtlable in printed form on the Stanford campus
is attached to this document. (It would be interesting to
poll the other science libraries, including Medicine to see
which indexes they'd most like to have on=line).

It is, of course, essential that the cost to the user of the
ultimate SPIRES be '"reasonable."

INFORMATION RETRIEVAL




Certainly the ultimate SPIRES should he able to accommodate

the SCIENCE CITATIOMN INDEX as well as the more conventlonal

Indexes. At SLAC, we would hope for the eventual conclusion
of the following large data bases:

1, PREPRINTS

2. DESY

3, NUCLEAR SCIENCE ABSTRACTS

4, SCIENCE CITATION INDEX (Physics and technolosgy
sections)

5. U.S. GOVERNMENT RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT REPORTS

6. STAR (NASA)

7. PHYSICS JOURNALS (AlP)

8. CHEMICAL ABSTRACTS (some subset of)

9.

ENGINEERING INDEX (I1f available)
The first four of these are~the most important to us.

It would seem reasonable that the ideal SPIRES bhe designed
to accommodate any and all of the available macl.ine readable
records for which there were sufficient need among Stanford
users.

The ultimate SPIRES also should allow the user or the user's
"agent" such as the library, to maintain "profiiles'" of the
user's ‘information interests. These should be efsily )
changeable, should be in the regular SPIRES search format
(i.e. a Jones, J. and not a Smith, etc.) and should be
automatically activated when new material is added to the
file, Formating of the output from the profile searches
will be very important since it must make very clear to the
user which elements in his profile are producing "hits" and
which are not.

Experience gained using a relatively large file during the
interim SPIRES should be utilized in the design of the SDI
features of the ultimate SPIRES. It would be desirable to
draw heavily on the experience of the Lawrence Radiation
Laboratory group usi~g NSA for SD! experiments.

LI1BRARY ROUTINES

Eventually, we should ilke to be able to ''check in" the
preprints received, on a SPIRES terminal rather than in our
manually maintained file. We wish to "weed" with the ald of
SPIRES instead of entirely manually as at present. (Now the
preprint librarian personally compares the Tables of
Contents of each new physics journal with our preprint
holdings to locate published preprints.) Ultimately, we
hope that a 'weed 1list'" can be prepared weekly by SPIRES

22



23

from a comparison of new journal tapes with the preprint
data base. The preprint librarian can check the "weed 1ist"
for mismatches. The preprint data base could then be
updated (PBN added) and master copy for an anti-ppf be
produced,

To eliminate double input, we need to produce catalog cards
(or a cumulative book catalog) for our preprint collection.
(We prefer catalog cards at present.) Ability to produce
catalog cards from SPIRES input would allow us to consider
conversion of our entire cataloging oreration to "SPIRES",
Conversion of our manual circulation system to an on-line
{or batch) scheme might logically follow. (Currently,
circulation files are maintained by call number and by
borrowers names.)

EDP methods have been used for serials handling in the SLAC
Library since 1963. At present all but two staff members
participate more or less regularly in projects involving
elther keypunching or on-line data set creation. On the
whole, attitudes are favorable toward further ventures into
automation.

A POSSIBLE INDIRECT SLAC SUBSIDY TO SPIRES

The thorough exploration of the possibility of our using our
own time-sharing system (CRBE) to create weekly preprint
data sets which could then be transferred to the campus
facility for incorporation into the SPIRES data base. |
have explored this possibility enough to find that it is a
good deal less convenient than our current system and might
run aground on some technical difficulties. (data set size
limits) Discussions are needed between a member of the
SPIRES programming staff and the SLAC Computation Center,
however, to determine whether it could indeed be done and
how much programming would be needed to make it possible.

Moving the SLAC-SPIRES dataset creation to the SLAC computer

would allow us to provide a large indirect subsidy to the
SPIRES project without actual transfer of funds.

SLAC-SPIRES DOCUMENTS =-- Formal and informal

A. INPUT FORMAT

1., Computer Note MNo. 30, INPUT FORMAT FOR SLAC
PREPRINTS, LA, 28 Hov 1967.



An annotated version of this note is kept current
(by hand) in the SLAC Libhrary. (It needs to he
reissued in a formal revision.)

COMMONLY USED CODEN

Title symbol conversion list and hyphenation
conventions for physics preprints,

Brief Outline Guide to ‘ylbur for operator
reference.

PREPRINTS IN PARTICLES AMD FIELDS, a weekly newsletter
in two parts

1. PPF (the preprint announcement section)
a. PREPRINTS IN PARTICLES AND FIELDS FORMAT
SPECIFICATION, LA, Dec 1968.
(Program was written by Ken Siberz, Jan 89,
which creates master copy for PPF according
to specification)
b. PROCEDURES FOR USING PPF LIST CREATING PROGRAMS,
LA, current.
c. Time and length job records.
2. ANTI=-PPF (the section announcing publication of
ex-preprints)
a. SPECIFICATIONS FOR 'ANMTI-PPF' LIST PRODUCING
PROGRAM, LA, Oct 69,
(Programming is not yet finished for this
application.)
UPDATE
1. CURRENT PROCEDURES FOR UPDATING THE PREPRINT
DATABASE USING SLAC INPUT DATA SETS AND THE SPIRES
PROGRAM.
2. PROCELURES FOR CHECKING THE BUILD AND HANDLING
CORRECTIONS.
3. TIME, AND LEHNGTH, AND JOB RECORDS.

SLAC PUBLICATIOHNS LIST

1.

USER SPEC FOR SLAC PUBLICATIONS LIST, LA, Dec G8.

The SLAC Publicatlouns lists are an annually produced
cumulative listing of all preprints, reports, )
translations, and internal reports done at SLAC.
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LIST A == is a cunulative listing of all SLAC
preprints, reports, and translations currently. This
amounts to about 1000 entries in the "Preprint Data
Base' by author, Report No. an] by subject. iaster
copy for list A has been produced twice and published
since the programming was completed.

LIST B ~=- is a cumulative listing of all the SLAC
Internal reports (Technical notes) by author, Report
No., and keyword.

LIST B has never heen produced. The input dataset
containing some 600 entries has been ready at SLAC
since August 1969. |t has never been added to the
preprint data base... initially because of technical
limitations on the size of the data base and
currently because of uncertainty about the immediate
future of the SLAC role in SPIRES,

The TN entries are the only ones which have actually
had keywords assigned l1ocally by the 3LAC Library
cataloger (using the DESY KEYWORD system).

We had hoped to have a data element level update
available hefore committing the TN's to the data
base since we would like to experiment with the
effectiveness of the keywords and change them at
will.

E. CATALOG CARDS

1. SPECIFICATIONS FOR USING SLAC INPUT DATASETS TO
PRODUCE CATALOG CARDS, LA & KB, Aug 1968.

This card-producing specification with a few minor
revisions is still valid for producing catalog

cards for the SLAC Library catalog. A few

decislions remain to be made == the type of card

to use...whether to produce cards on the 2741
terminal or on the line printer. . . how to handle
the name authority 1ist. At the present time we are
doing "double input' as a part of participation

in SPIRES...one staff member continues

to make catalog cards (using a stencil and

a cardmaster) while the terminal operator inputs the
same Information into a WYLBUR data set.

Programming time has never become available for this
application.

F. SEARCH

1, NUICK GUIDE TO SPIRES PREPRINT SEARCH, LA, Jun 69.
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ATTACHMENT TO APPENDIX F

Excerpts from letters to E.B., Parker commenting on the
SPIRES system as viewed by physicists.

Letter dated 7 April 1969 from H. Saal, Experimental Group C

"1 would like to take this opportunity to conment on
the SPIRES system now operating at Stanford Linear
Accelerator Center,

i very much appreciate this existing facility, and look
forward to its expansion and growth in the future.
Particuiarly in the field of high energy physics, where
selective access to large numbers of preprint data pr:or
to formal publication is critical, such a tool is
welcomed.

Certain current limitations, such as the lack of uniform
keywords, need to be overcome befcre the system can reach
fts full potentlial. | hope this effort will continue to
be supported, and new features implemented in the

manner. . .described to me."

Letter dated 21 April 1969 from D. Yount, Experimental
Group D

"This note is to express our appreciation for the work
you and others have done in developing the SPIRES
system.

The streamer chamber group at SLAC is in the midst of a
comprehensive article on meson photoproduction, and
already we have used the SPIRES system to good
advantage. Among the listings we have requested are:
RHO Title Search (68 documents), RHO PHOTOPRODUCTION
(13 documents), and articles referring to our own
report, Phys. Rev. Letters 21, 84l (1968) (5
documents), which appeared some seven months ago. In
each case, the lists have included the most recent and
most inaccesslible references, thus permitting a more
thorough documentation than would otherwise be
practical. We look forward to the expanded data base
and Increased flexibility that we understand are
included 'n your future plans for the SPIRES system."
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Letter dated 4 April 1969 from E.L. Garwin, GLroup
leader, Physical lFlectronics

"I have looked at the SPIRES information retrieval
system which you have been developing, and am very
enthusiastic about the potential of this kind of system
to aid not only my own work but the work of applied
physicists generally. Applied physicists have a
particularly acute need for extensive anl rapid
bibliographic information services and should find your
kind of interactive retrieval system very helpful.

| am especially interested in the citation indexing
capability demonstrated in the current SPIRES preprint
data base. 1t is, for instance, a great time-saver for
users to have titles and sources of citing articles
instantly avai'lable.

SPIRES will be most useful for my own work when it has
a larege collection of references, for example, a
five-year accumulation of '"Nuclear Science Abstracts,"
at least a two-year accumulation of the "Science '
Citation Index," and ideally, several years of
"Chemical Abstracts."

| hope you are abhle to ohtain continued support for
this important development effort."

Letter dated 9 May 1968 from 5. Lrell, Deputy Director,
SLAC

"! should like to congratulate you on the contribution
which the development of the SPIRES system is making to
the easing of the information crisis in science,
particularly in high-energy physics, here at 3Stanford.

The ever-growing flood of preprint and journal
literature makes it essential for the physicist to have
quick, direct access to the relevant literature of his
field. He may then spend his time working rather than
searching, confident that he is tackling something new
rather than duplicating the old.

The SPIRES concept of the comprehensive on-line search
with output available on a CRT~scope should provide
just such a mind-augmenting system for information
retrieval. FEven at its present stage of operation as a
prototype system only, SPIRES shows great power anid
flexibility and has provided what | asked of it in
connection with my own research efforts.’

L
The title work search combined with the citation search
Is an effective technique for exploring the high-énergy
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physics preprint collection which has been, until
SPIRES, Inaccessible by subject. Several years of DESY
HIGH-ENERGY PHYSICS INDEX and NSA files would, of
course, greatly enhance the value of the system for
searching. The inclusion of extensive SCIENCE CITATION
INDEX files would benefit not only physicists, but the
whole campus scientific community.

| hope that SPIRES will continue its developient alone
the lines presently proposed. Such a system has much
to contribute to easing the flow of information an-l
ideas in all fieilds."

Letter dated 10 May 1969 from Prof. A.H.Rosenfeld,
Secretary, Division of Particles and Flelds of the
American Physical Society.

"Professor Panofsky and | want to thank you on behalf
of the APS Division of Particies and Fields for the
major contribution made by the SPIRES project to the
success of our publication "Preprints in Particles and
Fields (PPF),

As you know, we recently conducted a survey of our 1500
subscribers and received an overwhelmingly favorable
response to PPF, Several physicists believe PPF to be
the most useful advance in physics information in the
last decade,

Also, | know that Si Pasternack, the Editor of the
Physlical Review is enthusiastic about the PPF way of
dealing with the preprint problem and himself uses
"Anti-preprints' extensively in editing the references
in papers for the Phys. Rev. (Journal editors have in
the past been in strong opposition to other more formal
preprint handling schemes.) Of course all journals have
this problem of updating references to preprints, . .

! understand that additional SPIRES efforts are
plannned in connection with the "Anti-preprints"
section. This will help in further easing the burden
on SLAC Library personnel in the production of this
bulletin which is such a boon to comiunication amnong
high-energy physicists."
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A

PREPRINTS

Los Altos 3
. . . - — U. S. Postage
in Particles and Fields B3 |4 “ramey
Calif. Permit No. 210
P. O. BOX 4349
STANFORD, CALIFORNIA 94305
i
— |
@ i
19 JUNE 1970 PPE-70-25

PREPRINTS IN PARTICLES AND FIELDS (PPF) lists new high-energy physics preprints
rececived during the past week at the Stanford Linear Accelerator Center Library.
It also provides, in the "Anti-Preprint'" section, references to published versions
of former preprints.

To obtain a copy of an item on this list, check your own preprint library or i
write directly to the author. PLEASE DO NOT REQUEST PREPRINTS FROM SLAC, except,
of course, those by SLAC authors. '"Print'" and "Rx'" report numbers are assigned

by SLAC to unnumbered preprints and should not be used in requests or references.

Iption how

PPF is published weekly by the SLAC Library in cooperaticon with the Division of
Particles and Fields of the American Physical Society. It is sponsored by the
U.S. Atomic Energy Commission Division of Technical Information. The text is
produced on a time-sharing computer system through the courtesy of SPIRES
(Stanford Physics Information REtrieval System) and the National Science
Foundation.

High-energy physicists and preprint libraries in the Western Hemisphere
may request PPF from:

Stanford Linear Accelerator Center Library
Attn: PPF

P.0. Box 4349

Stanford, California 94305 i

If your address is going’ to change soon, please fill in your new address below
and return this whole sheet to us!

PLEASE CHANGE MY ADDRESS TO:'

nd your PPF subscr
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SLAC REPORTS

SLAC-1

TWO-MILE ACCELERATOR PROJECT; QUARTERLY STATOUS RFPORT,

1 APR TO 30 JUN 1962, '

STANFORD LINEAR ACCELERATOR CENTER, CALIF . Jul 19682. 7T4p.

SLAC=2
DISCUSSION OF POCUSIRG REQUIRENMENTS FOR THE STANPORD TWO-MILE ACCELERATOR.
Richard Hd. Helm. Aug 1962. 139p.

SLAC-3 ,
SHOWER DFVELOPMENT AND HEATING iN THE WAVE-GUIDE STRUCTORE WITH AN 800 NeV
ELECTRON BFAM.

Joseph XK. Cobb, J.J. Nuray. Jul 1962. 3I3p.

SLAC-4

ADIABATIC APPROXINATION POR DYNANICS OPF A PARTICLE IN THE PIFLD OF A
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Richard H. Hela. Aug 1962. 17p.

SLAC-5S

S%FE—ASP!CTS OF THE PROSPPRCTIVE EXPERIMENTAL USE OF THE STANFORD TWO-AILE®
ACCELERATOR.

William Chinowsky, John ¥. DeWire, D.B. Lichtenberg, G. Nasek,

J.J. HAurray, Martin L. Perl, HNelvin Schwartz, J. Tinlot, 6. rrilling.
Summer Study Group, SLAC, 1962.

SLAC=5=A

PHOTON BEAM FROM PROJECT M ACCELERATOR.
John W. DeWire. Aug 1962. 19p.

pt..A of SLAC-S5, p.1-19,

SLAC-5-B

CONJECTORES ON THE EPPICTS OF REGGE POLES ON DRELL PROCESSES.
D.B. Lichtenberg. Aug 1962. 9p.

Pt.3 of SLAC-S, p. 20-28.

SLAC-S=C .
A PROPOSED METHOD TG SEARCH POR INTERMEDIATE BOSORS AND HEAVY LEPTONS.
Melvin Schwartz. Aug 1962. 13p.

SLAC-5-D

KINEMATIC CALCULATIONS TO DETERMINZ YIELDS OF PARTICLES ARISING PROM THE
DECAYS OF SHORT-LIVED INTERMEDIATE STATES.

G. Trilling. Aug 1962. A8p.

pt. D of SLAC-5, p. 32-9.

SLAC-5-E

TRP USE OF HYDROGEN BUBRLE CHAMBERS AT SLAC.
G. Trilling. Aug 1962. 139p.

Pt. B of SLAC-5, p. 40-78.
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SLAC~-S-F

SOME CONSIDERATIONS ON BRMUBRLE CHAMBER PEXPERIMFNTS WITH M,
William Chinowsky. 3Aug 1962. 11p.

pt. F of SLAC~5, p. 79-89.

SLAC-5=G
STRONG INTZRACTION PHYSICS WITH SPARK CHAMBERS.
Martin L. Perl. Aug 1962. 43p.

pt.G of SLAC-%, p. 90-132.

SPARK CHAMBRR DETECTION SYSTEM POR 3-BeV STORAGF RING.
Martin L. Perl. Aug 1962. 21p.
pt. H of SLAC-5, p. 133-64.

SLAC=5-1
A STORAGE RIVG POR 10-ReV Ml MRSONS.
J. Tinlot. Aug 19%62. 28p.

pt. I of SLAC-5, p. 165-92.

SLAC=5=J

mu—-REAMS WITiH{ ¥ AND THETR APPLTCATION TO mu-p FLASTIC SCATTFRING
EXPERIMENTS.

Ge Masek. Aug 1962. 29p.

pt. J of SLAC-5, p. 193-221.

SLAC-5-K
MASS ANVALYSIS AT HIGH FNERAGY.
J.J. Murray. Auqg 1962, 1Sp.

pt. K of SLAC-5, p. 222-36.

TH® PRINCIPLE OF DESIGN OF MAGNETIC MOMENTOM SLITS.
Joseph Ballam. Oct 1%62. 17p.

DESIGN AND FARRICﬁTIOF OF THF ACCELTRATING STRUCT™IRE T'OR THE STANFORD
TWO-MILF ACCFLERATOR. '
Arnold L. tlireige, fG.A. Loew, Pichard B. Neal. VYov 1962. 82p.

SLAC-8

TWO-MILE ACCFLERATOR PROJECT; QUARTEPLY STATIUS RFPORT,

1 JUL TO 30 SEP 1962,

STANFORD LINZAR ACCELERATOR CENTER, CALIF . Mov 1962, A6p.

TRANSVERSE RADIATION SHIFELDINGR POR THE STANTORD TWO-MILE ACCELERATOR.
H.C. DeStaebler, Jr.. Nov 1962. 111p.

C-10
-MILE ACCELERATOR PROJECT; QUARTERLY STATMS RFPORT,
1 0OCT TO 30 DEC 1962.

STANPORD LIN=AR ACCELERATOR CENTER, CALTP . MNar 1963, B80p.
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SLACZ11

MISALIGNMENT AND QUADRUPOLF FRROR EPFECTS IN A POCUSING SYSTEM FOR THE
TWO—-MILE ACCFELERATOR.

Richard H. Helm. Jan 1963. Sup.

SLAC-12

SPACE-CHARGE LIMIT ANWND CONPINEMENT IN PARTICLE ACCELERATION WITH FIGH-
INTENSITY LIGHT WAVES.

J.J. Muray. Jan 1963. 19p.

SLAC-13
HEAVY MESONS AND EXCITED BARYONS.
D.R. Lichtenberg. Mar 1963. 93p.

SLAC=14
OPTICAL PROPERTIES OF QUADRUPOLE MULTIPLETS FOR SECTOR FOCHSTNG IN THE
TWO-MILE ACCELERATOR.

Richard H. Helm. Feb 1963. 31p.

SLAC=i5
MISALIGNMENT AND QUADRUPOLE ERROR PROBLEMS AFFECTING THE CHOICE OF
MULTIPLET TYPE POR SECTOR FOCUSING OF THE TWO-MILE ACCELERATOR.

Richard H. Helm. Mar 1963. S1p.

TWO-MILE ACCELERATOR PROJECT; QUARTFERLY STATUS RFI'ORT,
1 JAN TO 31 MAR 1963.
STANFORD LINEAR ACCELERATOR CENTER, CALIF . May 1963. 9up.

SLAC=17

INVESTIGATION OF TRAVELING-WAVE SEPARATORS FOR THE STANFORD TWO-MILE
LINEAR ACCELERATOR.

Otto H. Altenmueller, Rudolf R. Larsen. Aug 1963. u45p.

AC-18

THO-HILE ACCFLERATOR PROJECT; QUARTERLY STATUS RFPORT,

1 APR TO 30 JUN 1963.

STANPORD LINEAR ACCELERATOR CENTER, CALIF . Aug 1963. 111p.

SLAC-=19
A BENDING MAGNET WITH NONSATURATING SHINMING.
B. Hedin. Sep 1963. 31p.

39

EFFECTS OFP STRAY MAGNETIC FIELDS AND RF COUPLER ASYMMETRY IN THE TWO- MILE

ACCELERATOR WITH SHCTOR FOCUSING.
Richard H. HYelm. Oct 1963. 213p.

— —— c—

PION PHOTOPRODUCTION IN HYDROGBN AND BERYLLIUM.
Martial L. Thiebaux, Jr.. Nov 1963. 44p.
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APPENDIX E: The System Development Process

The System Development Process

I. FOREWORD

The purpose of this narrative is to explain each
phase of the system development effort and to enumerate the
various activities that occur within each phase. Individual
sltuations may call for deviations from this scheme, but the
ldeas expressed here are a general characterization of the events
that will occur.

11, GEMERAL OUTLINE (See Appendix F)

A system development effort can be divided into three general
types of activity. The purpose of the flrst type is to deflne
What the system Is to do. The second type defines How the system
1¢ to do It. The thlrd type consists of Implementing the 'how'.
These three types of activities are organized into six sequential
phases., The 'what' activities are divided Into two phases: the
first 1s preliminary analysis and the second is detailed

- anaiysls. The 'how' activities are divided into general design
and detalled design. The 'do it' activities are divided into
implementation and Installation, It Is possible to place any
systems development task Into one of the six phases, and to state
In which development functlon it belongs. Typically, these
functions are Systems Apalysis, User Requirements, Programming or
a combination of the three,

111. PHASE CONTENT
A, Prel!minary Analysis

Preliminary Analysis Is that activity which must be
undertaken prior to the detalled ennumeration of system
requlrements., Flrst It is necessary in preliminary analysis to
define +he policlies under which the development team will work,
and to make a statement of goals that is both clear and general,
The System Analysis team must then define the user environment In
which the new system will operate. The user environment will
Include description of functlions and activities withlin the user
araa, organizational structure and reporting relationships, the
goals and charters under which the users work, and descriptions
of the users themselves. thelir background, education, dlversity
of skills, etc.

The next effort which the system analysis team undertakes,
Is documentation of the current system,.both manual and
automated, Convenlent vehicles for representing such a system
are level one and. level two flow diagrams which show every
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function and every sub-function within each user organization
Including representation of all document flow, between and within
functions, Ouantitative information Is secured for each function
and sub function, including throughput measurement in terms of
numbers of discrete tasks performed per time span, number of
documents per day crossing the interface between two functions,
number of documents within a document receptacle, document
turnover within a document receptacie, and similar data,.
Hlstorlcal information of the same type is gathered wherever
possible so that growth trends may be shown,

By ldentifying all such areas as a subregion of the overall
user environment, it is possible to define a long term scope:
those areas which could be improved 1f one were gliven all the
time and all the money to do it, |I|f the Tong term scope seems
too large to cope with when treated as a single project effort,
then it Is necessary to define sub-scope alternatives for a first
effort., These sub-scope alternatives are different combinations
of those problem areas enumerated during the analysis of the
current system. The analysis and selection of a sub scope out of
this collection of alternatives involves choosing the set of
problem elements whose solution would vield an optimum use of
resources and present the highest return on the investment, A
subordinate criterion would be the logical cohesion of the
elements within a particular subscope.

After the sub-scope alternative for implementation has been
chosen, it must be reviewed by senior level programming personnel
from the project. At this stage, it is possihle to render a
gross judgment of the technical feasibility of the selected
sub-scope alternatlve. [t Is possible that no judgment cgn be
made at this point., In spite of this fact, however, misjudgments
with respect to technical matters may be apparent., Given that
they can be identified, the chosen sub-scope can be altered to
reflect any needed corrections,

The Scope Document defines those portions of the user area to
be focused on during the subsequent development process.

B, Detailed Analyslis

The primary purpose of the detaiied analysis phase is to
enumerate in detail the requirements to be met by the new system.
These requirements are divided into the following categories:

l.Performance

These are performance reduirements
stated quantitatively, Included are
items such as response time,
allowable mean fallure time,

maximum allowable down time interval,
maximum allowable recovery time,




hours per day of on-line accesslibility, and
maximum fallures allowable in a given
time span.

2. General Input-Output Requirements

Each input record should be given a
descriptive name and have a proposed
input medium, Estimates should be
riven of the total number of input
records in a glven time span, the
growth of that number within a given
time span, and a list of possible causes
of fluctuation,

Any peak periods in the processing

cycle may thus be isolated and provided
for in the design. |In addition, all those
conditions causing generation of an input
record by the user should be documented.

it is also important in the cace of
batch input to note any timing considerations
associated with the processing
of that input (Example: a particular report
might be due in the user's area
on the third working day of a month;
Tre Input feeding that report might
not be available for processing until
the second working day. Thus schedulling
problems must be anticipated.
In advance). The contents of the
input record must next be listed.
Each data element in the record must
be shown, together with the
criteria for editing in the
data element and the action to be taken
In case of rejection,

Output records must be defined in
terms of a descriptive title, frequency
of generation, suggested output media, sequence
{batch only) and estimated voiume per time span,
A short paragraph must be written explaining
how the information within the record will
be utilized by the user, Criteria for
generating the record must be shown (Example:
thi1s CRT matrix is generated in response
to an on+tline inquiry trancaction.)
Finally, any timing considerations (batch only)
connected with the publication of the output
record should be noted. After defining an
output record with these general parameters, the
various data elements must be llsted In the

55



-

output record. Each data element

also requires a processing rule or a reference
to a processing rule shown elsewhere in

the Requirements Document., The Processing
rule is used to obtain the rdata element. (See
paragraph U beiow)

3. Detailed Design of 1/0 Documents

A1l Input/output documents must be
lald out character by character
using forms appropriate to the /0
medium, Facsimliles of all documents to
be used for key-punching must be
produced., Formats for punched card
input must be designed and documented
keeping in mind both key-punching
convenience and ease of processing.
Punched cards used as output must be
designed and documented with ease of
interpretation in mind, Formats corresponding
to typewriter terminal input transaction codes
must be specified. Typewriter terminal output
formats should be similiarly shown. Cathode
Ray Tube outputs will be shown as a matrix on
quadrille form. A1l printed report for
mats will be individually laid out
on the standard IBM printer spacing
chart,

4.Transformation Rules

For every output Jdata element there
exists one or more corresponding
input data elements. The correspondence
hetween these data elements
takes the rorm of transformation rules.
These rules vary in complexity from
algorithms and formulae
to simple data transfer. The rules
should be represented in a tabular
fashion with a reference number
corresponding to each rule, Decision
tables may be used to represent individual
rules wherever they apply.
The reference numbers may be used
elsewhere In the requirements document
whenever reference to a particular
transformation rule Is deslired.
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5.Cost Limits

Cost limits are the upper bound of
development and operating costs. They are
derived by calculating the expected savings
from the new system, plus the amount a user
is willing to pay for services which do not
now exist., If at any time during the
development process, It is noted
that the allowable cost will be exceeded,
then a re~-statement of requirements may be
made to keep costs within the stated limit,

ltems one through flve ahove comprise an outline of the
requirements document., Thls is the second primary development
document, followling the Scope Document. This draft is passed to
the programmling deslpgn team who analyze the technical feasibllity
of the enumerated requlirements. Computer hardware needs are also
examlned at this time, The programming desisn team and the
systems analysis team then meet in joint session to make any
changes necessary to stay within the stated cost limits. At the
completion of the detailed analysis phase the requirements
document conforms to cost limits and technical
feasibility.Project and user management then sign the approval
page indicating the acceptance of the document as completed and
accurate.

At this point the regirements document is considered frozen.
Mo subsequent additions or chang~s may be made to it unless
approved by a control board composed of delegates from each group
of signatories. The controil board examines every change in terms
of its cost, its impact upon the implzmentation cost, its impact
upon the implementation scheduie, and its complexity. They will
decide if the change is to be included as part of the
requirements or if it is to be deferred to a later
fteration. 1In the latter case it will become
part of the contents of the Project "Wishbook". This "Wishbook™
will help to form the basis for preliminary analysis in a
subsequent iteration.

C. General Design

The technical programming staff, with the Requirements
Document in hand, will conceputalize alternative software
solutions. The design team will then analyze each alternative
using regquirement satisfaction, development cost and operating
cost as criteria. The alternative vielding the best combination
of advantages will be chosen by a joint group of systems
analysts,users, and programmers. The document corresponding to
the chosen alternatlve is the General Design Document. The
General Design Is the third primary development document,

(W]
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D. Detailed Design

Using the General Design Document, the programming
staff wlll execute a detailed internal design extendins down to
the computer program module level. Corresponding to each module
in the system will be a brief explanation of the purpose of the
module, a detalled list of functions to be performed by the
module {(including needed alsorithms, formulae, or coding
systems), a list of interfaces (data elements to be passed to and
from the module), programming langruage to be used, resource
estimates in terms of man-hours and machine time to complz=te the
programming of the module, and performance requirements. The
systems analysis staff wlll identify procedures which must be
added or changed. Training requirements and course outllnes must
be developed., Coordination with all affected user areas to
insure complete understanding of the impact of the changes occurs
during this phase.

This iInformation,taken together with formats showing data
element groups to be accessed or created by the module, comprise
the programming specifications for that module. After the
detailed design has been completed (programming specifications
written for every module in the system), project management will
create an.implementation plan. This plan will encompass
assignments and schedules for all project members for the
duration of the development effort. A joint group of analysis,
design and user personnel then create a testing plan which
defines the manner in which the new system is to be tested. The
scope of the plan will encompass unlit testing, systems testing,
and pilot testing. :

The primary outputs of the detailed design phase are a
complete set of programming specifications, an implementation
plan, a training plan and a testing plan.

E. IMPLEMENTATION

Implementation is the portion of the development effort
which gives practical effect and fulfiliment to the design
created In preceding phases. During this phase, the detailed
training courses, lectiures, etc. are completed. All required
changes to manual procedures are completed and dictributed. User
manuals for both the manual and automated portions of the system
are completed and distributed. Training courses for both the
manual and on-line portions of the system are conducted, it is
expected that virtually every member of the library staff will
attend one or more training courses; some of the better trained
staff will participate in the pilot testing of the system. This
is described below. Each programmer on the project will be
assigned a module or group of modules as tasks. In conformance
with the specifications for these modules, he will create a set
of computer Instructions which, when executed, will yield the
desired result, Thls endeavor is commonly referred to as coding.




Once a particular module has been coded it must be transcribed
into a machine readable form either by the use of an IBM 2741
terminal or by producing a card deck on a keysunch machine. The
machine readable version of the code must thea be passed through
a language translator (compiler or assembler) in order to
transform the programmer's instructions into machine language
Instructions. Once this has been successfully accomplished, the
programmer must undertake to test the coded module as specified
In the testing plan.

Testing may be divided into three categories. The first
category, Unit Testing, consists of executing the module either
by itself or in combination with other moduies that have
previously been successfully tested. The next category, System
Testing, Implies an attempt to execute all system modules
together and in the proper sequence, The data used for unit
testing and systems testlng are usually hand produced and
speciflcally designed to test all paths of the logic. When
meaningful output has been produced by Systems Testing, a joint
group of project programmers and systems analysts will critique
the resuits of the systems test, Programming modifications will
be made as required.

The third category of testing, Pilot Testing, is similar to
systems testing except that it utilizes live data in volumes
characteristic of an operational situation. Pilot Testing is
typically conducted by programmers, users, and systems analysts
on the project working in close collaboration, After pilot
Testing has produced results that are considered complete enough
for evaluation, project personnel =2nd users will critique the
results, As before, modifications will be made to the system
where needed to bring it into conformity with specifi~;zizns,
When all parties concerned are satisfied that the system is
performing as It should, the Installation Plaz= Is entered. It
is necessary for the project members to pressre and submit a
Systems Support Plan which will specify in detail how the project
is to support the system after installation. The outputs of the
implementation phase are tested programs; the results of unit,
systems and pilot testing, are the maintenance documentation
prepared in conformance with the project standards.
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F. INSTALLATION

Installation is the process of chancing from the old system to
the new system. This involves converting manual files to machline
readable files and reformatting where necessary to conform to the
requirements of the new system. Once the data files have been
transformed and are processable by the new system, all user
procedures, hardware, computer programs, and user personnel begin
operatlion. Certain portions of the new system may run for a
perliod of time in parallel with the corresponding elements of the
old system. In other cases, elements of the old system may not
contlnue in operation beyond the cut-over point.

01d system elements running in parallel with the new system
wlll discontinue operation only when all users are satisfied that
the new system Is performing satisfactorily. At this stage, the
Support Plan prepared during the implementation phase will become
operative and certain members of the project team will be charged
with the responsibiiity for performing maintenance and
modification on the Production System. Project Management will
undertake wrap-up operations consisting of finalization of the
"Wishbook" (containing those extra facilities and extentions not
Included in the current implementation). Performance Statistics
will he .rathered on the new system running in a production
environment for a 90 day period. Last of all a final —arrative
will be prepared under the supervision of the project director as °
a final addition to the project history. The output of the
installation phase are processable data files, an Operational
System, a "Wishbook", a set of performance statistlcs, an
evaluation of those statistics, and a project history,

1V. NONPHASED ACTIVITIES

Nonphased activities are those ongoing efforts extending
across phase boundaries which do not lie along the critical path
of the project. Ail such activities are performed by the systems
analysis function starting at the beginning of the General
Design Phase. Project systems analysts will specify any needed
organization changes within the user area and will generate
procedures to be installed as recuired., Some manual procedures
will be installied prior to production, other procedures will be
instalied wlith the advent of the new system. File bulld-up must
begin In those areas [{nvolving retrospective conversion to
prevent an interminable stretching out of the installation
process. Installation of equipment such as terminals and display
devices, also takes place., Each phase has major milestones which
are either system events or document outputs, This is
graphically represented in Appendices G and H.
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APPENDIX J: Scope of Spires II System (Excerpt from "System Scopé for
Library Automation and Generalized Iﬁformat on Storage

and Retrieval at 5tanford University'')

7.0 CURRENT STATUS, GENERALIZED INFORMATION STORAGE AND
RETRIEVAL

The SP!RES | Generalized Inforpation Storage and
Retrieval (GISR) Facility has been cperating as a prototype
System for approximately one year. During that time, the
Stanford University Libraries, the Stanford Linear Accelerator
Library, the ERiC Clearinghouse, the Department of History,
and the Department of Geology have all built,
maintained, and searched files on-line. Thus, it is
seen that users of thls facility do not fall into any
particular organizational hierarchy, but are widely
distributed geographically and with respect to academic
discipline. Furthermore, the system now in existence and
any system yet to be designed in no way changes the user
organization or his procedures beyond those used for
information gathering. These two facts make it necessary to
weight the GISR discussion of current operations heavily
toward software facilities as opposed to orzanizational
divisions, functions, and processes.

7.1 Representative User Profiles

Various types of bibliographic users could easily make
use of a ISR capability. There follows a brief sketch of
seven possible user types. Refer to appendices E and F for
detalled descripticons of law and physics users.

DEPARTMENTAL LIBRARIAN

Librarian Smith in a departmental library has been
following the literature on machine-assisted bibliographic
searching. A number of department members have made
Inquiries regarding a subscription service for computer
tapes containing comprehensive bibliographic information In
their field of interest. Librarian Smith does not know
anything about computers but she is wiliing to learn iIn
order to get a copy of the data coliection. She does not do
bibilographic searching for members of the department at the
present time. | © the future she would be willing to search
the data collection for those professors who did not want to
learn how to use the computer. Librarian Smith does not
have any assistants.

RESEARCH LIBRARIAN

LibrarTan Brown of the university professioral school
library is an outstanding researcher. His library staff
does most of the bibliographic searching for the faculty of
the school, and occasionally for outsiders. He has
determined that a conslderable amount of searching time
could be saved If the literature In an emerging fleld were
properly indexed and kept up to date. He rezlizes that hils
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school cannot afford to do this work in isolation, and so
proposes to serve as a clearinghouse for indexing in the
fleld. He is skeptical of computers but sees no manual
method for preparing the material §nd keeping it updaterd
wlithout a larze staff, ,

SENIOR RESEARCHER

Professor Black is a tenured membe! of the department
and has an internaticnal reputation, He is a prolific
writer and is the senior member of several research teams.
Because of his heavy workload, he cannot afford to do
bibliographic research personally. He hires graduate
students to do the work, but is discouraged by the uneven
quality of thelr work. I1f a device could be provided to
allow him to s-.;ch existing files exhaustively and rapidly,
he could fina what he needs more efficiently and use the
graduate students for more exciting work.

EXPERIENCED RESEARCHER

Professor Lang has a collection of data relating to
California. In his collection he has public opinion survey
results, election ret. aAs, anc census data. e wants to
store this information on~line in card image format so that
he and his students can test a series of behavioral
hypotheses. Instead of listing the data resulting from a
search (except for frequency counts, display of
questionnaires, or candidate namecs) it would be saved for
use by statistical routines.

INEXPERIENCED RESEARCHER

Instructor Jones is young and new to the department. He
usually works alone because most of his colleagues do not
work at the same pace. There is no adequate index to
research literature in his specialty. Because of nis
experience with computers as a student, he wants to build a
hibllographic data collection. He proceeds to build the
collection and uses it extensively. After a year of work
during which a 500 document collection is accumulated, hils
interest turns to a different problem in a related field.
He moves to another university and his collection is
abandoned.

RESEARCH ASSISTANT

Graduate student Johnson is a heavy user of the
departmental library. He feels that he spends too much time
trylng to find material relevant to his interests. Since he
has had experience with computers as an undergraduate, he
coensiders It obvious that computers could be uscd to assist
him. However he is afraid to rely too heavily on the
computer since other universities might not provide the same
services.
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VISITING RESEARCHER

Mr. Peters is a graduate of the university but is now
working in industry. He often needs to do research in his
field. He feels uncomfortahle when he visits the
departmental library because he does not know anyone and
does not know how the material is oreanize-. He does not
know much about computers and would use one only if led by
the hand. He is willing to pay to get the help he needs.

7.2 Summary of User Requirements

The needs of the users profiled above form a wide
spectrum. The requirements of Librarian Smith are complex
and invclve many capahilities for which library funds might
be available; the graduate student has a well defined
problem and at best a small budget to expend in solving it.
Most other users fall somewhere between these two extremnes.

ECONOMY & EFFICIENCY

The system must have a file structure that optimizes
the trade-off between response time and disk storage
utilization. Furthermore, the system software must he as
efficient as possible while the hardware confisuration must
have just enough capability to do the job and no more. The
cost for terminal time and for storage of information
nn=1line must be low enough to be attractive.

SIMPLICITY

A successful system is usually simple to use. Some
users have no computer background, and others have
experience of relativeiy short duration. 1|t is therefore
necessary that a beginner be able to acquire the knowledge
he needs with a minimum of research and study, preferably by
having the system '"lead him by the hand' during the initial
phases. Furthermore, when the user commits an error, he
should be directed toward resolution of his problem by a
carefully conceived set of diaznostic messages.

FLEXIBILITY

The successful system must be user-adaptive, providing
a varlety of faclilities to satisfy every need and
pocketbook, A sophisticated system is obviously costly; if
a simple and basic capability will suffice, the user should
be given just that and charged accordingly. A consequence
of this flexibility is that each user's file will look
different. Thus, the need for AUTOMATED FILE DEFINITION
(see 7.31.2 below) presents itself.



FEEDBACK

In order to evaluate the performance of the system, it
is necessary to gather statistics which show the nature of
the data stored in the systemn, the means used to retrieve
it, and the frequency of access. Given such information,
users may re-evaluate their file content and definitions in
light of thelr experience. and make changes where
appropriate, 1In addition, feedback must be provided
regarding frequency of use (by usar tvpe and file type) and
frequency of errors committed by users or by the system.

7.3 Summary of Current Facilities and Limitations

This summary of SPIRES | current facilities and
limitations will entail brizsf descriptions of the two
portions of the prototype system: data manacement and
retrieval. Data manasgement refers to the preparation,
collection, formatting, storage, ani maintenance of
bibliographic information. Retrieval refers to the use of
this Information by peopie with the aid of the SPIRES,/BALLOTS
system. Both portions of the system are based on a file
structure designed to provide maximum fiexublillty in the
placement and retrieval of data.

7.31 Data Management

Data management under SPIRES | refers to the
manual-automated facility designed to han-le data
preparation, the establishing of files, file maintenance,
and any special applications.

7.31.1 Data Preparation

The input of data into the system by local keyboarding
and by conversion of data already in machine-readable form
are the two means of data preparation. In either case, the
end product is data in SPIRES Update Command Language format
which is acceptable to the fil2 building and updating
program.

INPUT OF RAW DATA

The gathernn of raw data is achieved by clerical
workers using WYLBUR the Stanford text editing facility.
This method is more flexible for many applications than the
alternative of keypunching card decks to be read into the
system.
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CONVERS10ON OF MACHINE-READABLE DATA

Large quantities of hibliographic data are available in
machine-readable format. Such data is received on magnetic
tapes which can easily he mailed from anywhere in the world.
Conversion progsrams have been written tn make some of these
formats acceptable to the SPIRES system. DESY and !ISA tapes
(high~-energy physics) can now be convarted, as well as ERIC
tapes (Education Research) and MARC (Library of Congress
tMachine-Readakle Catalcg).

SPIRES UPDATE COMMAND LANGUAGE FORMAT

The SPIRES Update Command Language format was designed
for ease of encoding by human beings. |t has, therefore,
served its purpose adequately for data keybhoarded locally.
However, as a format intoc which tc convert machine-readable
data, the Update format has meant unnecessary inefficiency.
A 1iizhly compact intermediate format into which to convert
hoth SPIRES Update Command lLanguage data, and other
machine-readable formats is needed. 5Such an intermediate
format would alleviate the decoding of highly compact
machine-readable data into human-efficient format, which
then has to be immediately re-encoded in the SPIRES files.
Regardless of this drawback, the conversion process was a
valuable feature of the SPIRES | system,.

7.31.2 Establtishment of Files

Prior to any file building or updating, files are
defined and established. System prosgrammers and users
together determine how much disk space is required, the data
elements to bhe used, data element values to he expecter
(format, length, multiplicity), which ones are to be
indexed, and any special editing to be done. File
definiticn under SPIRES | is done manually, and programner
assistance is requlred. An automated system was developed
to .nterpret commands in a File Characteristics Language and
generate a user=-specific file definition, but it was not
interfaced with the rest of the system. The next SPIRES
system, in addition to automating the definition of these
parameters, should look to other areas of user
specification, For example, the definition of a large
storage/low usage file might be distinguished from that of a
small storage/high usage file, in such a way that efficiency
and performance could be optimized in either case. This
implies that the iresults of such file definition would be
utitized by all parts of the system, not just by the data
management portion.
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7.31.3 File Maintenance

File malntenance under SPIRES | is accomplisbed by
means of a batch mode record level Update facility. That
is, one can add entries to the file and delete them, thereby
replacing any entry. The use of storage in this task was
geared toward reclamation of unused -lisk space. Therefore a
dynamic file (heavily updated) would not grow inderfinitely,
but reach a point of space utilization equilibrium, In
addition, statistics are kept regarding nunbers of entries
and data elements, and regarding questions of space arnd
structure. Bibliographic entries are restricterd in length
to about 3500 characters of information and file size is
iimited by hardware capacity.

Various file management aids were developed to ease the
task of the non-technical data manager. In particular, an
experimental on~iine macro facility was developed to aid the
manager in such tasks as initiating build and upiate runs on
the files, maintaining bacxup copies of those files on tape,
and restorling files when necessary. This allowed the file
manasger to proceed somewhat independently from the system
programmer in the file maintenance task. Further steps in
this direction will he taken in future SPIRES/3ALLDTS systems.

7.31.4% Special Applications

The development of any automated systen involving files
and useful information often encouranes special applications
not envisioned in the original system design. SPIRES | has
been no exception. DNata prepared for input to the system
has also been used to produce PREPRINTS N PARTICLES AND
FIELDS, a weekly newsletter containing the most important
bibliographic information sorted by key. 1In addition, the
SPIRES data base has heen used to produce for SLAC a
semiannual publication containing bibliographic descriptions
of articles by local authors only, sorted by author,
subject, and key.

7.32 Retrieval Facility

The process by which bibliographic datz is entered into
the system and kept current has been discussed. Uhat
follows is an explanation of the means by which datx is
retrieved.

The SPIRES Retrieval system is a fully automated
on-line bibliographic search capability allowing the remote
terminal user to make various search and output requests.
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7.32.1 Search Requests

Once communication is established with the retrieval
facility, the SPIRES user must select a specific file for
bibliographic searching. For example, he might choose the
SLAC Preprint file or the 3eology file. The user may then
begin an interactive search sassion on his selected file.
Depending on his choice, he may search on such indexes as
are available for that file. Author indexes can be searchel
on names in a variety of conventional formats (first last;
last, first; etc.). Titles are searched by speciflication of
one or more title words or title word stems which do not
appear on the system exclusion list (words too heavily used
to be meaningful as search items). Citations require a more
rigid format: Jjournal description, volunae numher, page
number. The user may interactively narrow or broaden his
search by compound search requests, using the connectives
AND, OR, and NOT to combine search terms from any index.
Search results may be further narrowed by specification of
dates: REFORE, AFTER, FROM, SINCE, or THRU may be used,. I £
the searcher finds he has inadvertently narrowed his results
too far, he may 3ACKUP to his earlier findings,

7.322.2 Output Requests

At any point in the search session, the user may
interrupt his searching and have his accumulated results
typed at his terminal. He may use the standard SP!RES
output format, which includes all data =2lements in each
document and their associated values. Or, he may select
certain data elements to be listed in a specifizc order. In
using this second option, the user couild have the title
nrinted first, and if it were of interest to him, allow the
rest of the document description to bhe printed out,
otherwise interrupting the output and going on to type the
next entry.

7.32.3 (General Comments

A SPIRES Reference Manual has been published which
contains a step by step description on the use of the SPIRES
Retrleval Facility. It would have been desirable to have
incorporated more of this training into the system itself in
order to ease the user=-initiation process. This would imply
a more extensive error diagnostic and error recovery
capability. In terms of output of search requests, a print
off=-1ine capability is certainly needed. Another feature
needed in a future version of SPIRES/BALLOTS is the manual and
automated use of statistics on the retrieval facility to
improve overall system performarce, efficiency, and
responsiveness to users.
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8.0 Long Range Scope for Generalized Information
Storage and Retrieval

The preceding section dealt with the present system,
SPIRES 1. This section defiries those facilities to be
eventually added to the system. It must he noted that some,
but not all, will be chosen as a Scope for I|aplementation in
the next development iteration.

8.1 Retrieval

Retrieval requests will have two essential parts: a
search request and an output request. A serics of iterative
search requests, each giving feedhack to allow framing of
subsequent requests, will state the criteria which the user
wishes any retrieved record to meet. The output request will
state which data elements of the retrieved records he wishes
to see. These facilities will he avaiiable for hoth on-1line
and batch operations. '

8.11 Search Requests
INDEX TYPES

The basis for on-line retrieval is the set of indexes
associated with a file. There exist many kinds of indexes;
each Index represents a different way to enter the file.
Some examples are given below.

1. Personal name indexes: Personal names
consist of alphanumeric characters. ilames are indexed with
surname first, followed by given names (or initials),
followed by title, if any. For example, the name "Sir John
Gielgud" would be indexed as '"Gielgud,dJohn,Sir". In
retrieval, this allows matching on phonetic representations,
surnarmes only, surnames and initials, or an exact match on
the full name, e.g., FIND EMPLOYEE MOOK, EMPLOYEE MOEK, or
EMPLOYEE L. MOEK, or EMPLOYEE LARRY J. HOEK. The more
specific the request for a match, the fewer matches are
found.

2. Title word index: Titles consist of one
or more words comprised of alphanumeric characters. Each
significant word in the title phrase is indexed separately.
In retrieval, a match on a single word will retrieve all
titles containing that word. A match on a word phrase could
result in retrieving all titles containing all the words in
the phrase regardliess of order, e.g., FIND TITLE HONEY
BADGER would retrieve the titles: THE HONEY BADGER and THE
BADGER WHO LIKED HONEY. Alternatively, %pecification of a



word phrase could resuit in retrieving titles containing an
exact match, e.g. FIND EXACT TITLE HONEY BADGER would
retrieve only the title: THE HONEY BADGER.

3., Topic index: Topics, keywords or subjects
are all synonymous with the concept of specifying words and
phrises which describe the subject matter treated in a
document, Topics consist of one or more worsds comprised of
alphanumeric characters. The entire phrasas is indexed as a
whole, not separated into individual words as with titles.
In retrieval, the exact word or phrase is matched with order
preserved.

4, HNumerical indexes: Numerical indexes
contain data element values comprised of integer characters.
Each data element value is indexed once, e.g., numbers
asslgned to parts in a garage supply warehouse. Another
type of numeric index would enable users to retrieve from a
range of numeric values rather than only one specific value.

5. Date indexes: Since dates.may be entered
in various formats, they will be converted to a standard
format before they are indexed., Ffxamples of dates are: DATE
OF PUBLICATION, DATE ADDED TO FILE, etc.

: 6. Coded indexes: Codes are comorised of
alphanumeric characters. The code value is indexed once and
matches for retrieval are made on the complete value.
Dictionaries are used to convert the codes to their full
equlivalent. An example is a large manufacturing concern
with many outlets across the country. Each outlet is
assigned a code so as not to maintain the full name of the
outlet In the Indexes.

7. Broad classification on indexes: Some
document collections can be broken into a few broad classes,
Wthen 1L is desired to index that kinid of data, special
consideration must be given to the fact that all the data
falls into just a few groups. An example can be drawn from
the SLAC Preprint filas where all documents can be
classifled as containing experimental, theoretical or
instrumentation information. It iIs desirahle to he able to
access the files of data through this classification,
e.g.,all documents by Jones in experimental physics.

The above examples do not comprise an exhaustive 1list.
tfost data elements to be indexed can be classified into one
of these categories. Facilities will nonetheless exist for
defining those that do not.

MULTYPLE LEVEL ACCESS

In addition to the ability to define multiple access
points for a file, users will have the ability to 1ivide a
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flle into several levels. I(ndexed elements will be used to
select a set of records from a file. This set may be
further searched using set of indexed elements or may be
searched sequentially to check non-indexed elements against
another set of criteria. For example, a search might be
performed on a set of insurance policy files for all
policies of a particular type issued durinz the year for a
face amount of $5,000 or more. !n this example, the access
points would be the policy tvype and date. The sequential
search would be performed on the amount.

BATCH SEARCH

An alternative to on-line retrieval will be batch
retrieval. Batch requests may be formatted on-line, and
syntax checked for correctness of structure. They will then
be accumulated for later processing against the desired
file. The file will be searched szquentially for matches of
requests with stored information. To miniiiize repeated
passes over the same items, the requests may be grouped so
as to find all requested information from the flrst recor-
before moving on to the next.

Batch retrieval restricts the way one formulates a
search request. A user will not have the ability to expani
or contract a set of selected items resulting from a single
batch search. Several more batch searches may be required
before the user finally retrieves the desired set of
documents. In contrast, the manner in which one formulates
a query for on~line retrieval of information is dependent
upon the abillity to access that information directly without
passing over previously stored information. One can skip
back and forth within the file gatherint information,
expanding or contracting the set of selected items, and
examine the contents of that set when desired -- all during
one session at the terminatl.

SIMPLE SEARCH REQUESTS

In stating a query, the user will indicate which eiement or
elements he wishes to access, e.g., AUTHOR. He will then
supply a vaiue against which all values for that particular
element are compared, e.g., AUTHOR JOHN BROWN. Such a query
would be a "simpie request'.

COMPOUND SEARCH REQUESTS

A facility will be available to construct comnpound
requests. Simple requests may be combined into a loegical
expression by using the words "and", '"or" and '"not'". The use
of "and" will allow the user to specify two or more criteria
which all the records retrieved must satisfy, e.g., AUTHOR
BROWN AND TOPIC NUCLEAR PHYSICS. Using for" will allow the
user to specify two or more criteria, at least one of which



must be satisfied in each record retrieved, e.g., AUTHOR
BROWN OR AUTHOR JONES. The use of '“not" will allow the user
to specify a term which is to be excluded from the set of
retrieved records, e.g., AUTHOR BROWN AND NOT AUTHOR JOMES.

In addition to the logical expression capability, one
will be able to group simple or compouni requests so as to
imply logical preference or orderinsz, e.g., (AUTHOR BROVWN OR
AUTHOR JONES) AND TOPIC NUCLEAR PHYSICS. In this example,
parentheses are used to indicate a preferred srouping.
Everything within the parentheses would bhe evaluated prior to
perferming the remainder of the request. One would be able
to nest these groupings as in (AUTHOR BROWN AND ({AUTHOR
JONES OR AUTHOR SMITH))) AND TOPIC NUCLEAR PHYSICS.

In response to a request, the system will indicate to
the user the number of items found in the specified file for
each simple request. If the request was formulated as a
logical expression, the system will respond with the nunber
of records tha: satisfy the complete request. The user now
has several options. ile may choose to browse through the
content of the records, i.e., make a request of the output
facllity described later in this section. ile may choose to
hbegin a new search raquest on the same file or on another
file. 0Or, he may wish to modify the previous request. By
modifying the request, the user would expand or contract the
set of retrieved records. For example, the r._juest:

FIND AUTHOR JONES OR AUTHOR BROWN

might retricve 75 records which have either JONES or BROWN
as an author. The user might then enter:

AND TOPIC NUCLEAR PHYSICS

which will reduce the set to those documents which have
MUCLEAR PHYSICS specified as a topic. The user may find he
has narrowed his search too far and may then choose to use
an OR to expand the set. If at any time the user finds he
has made a poor choice of criteria, he will be able to
return to some previous point in his query and start again
from that point.

A search request may be qualified with a date. A search
may be limited to only those items before or after a
specific date or within a range of dates. This facility
will allow a user to search through current information,
i.e., that portion of a file added since some date. Other
dates that could be used in this way are publication date,
date added to file, etc.

WEIGHTED SEARCH REQUESTS

The search facility, as it has been described so far, is
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a "it or miss'" process., Either all criteria are satisfierd
for a snecifiec rrcord or nothinm is retrieved, One may
therefore wish to attach percentaces or weirhts to the
search terms in a request, Throurh the .use nf this
facility, he will snrcify that a1l items he found wkich
contain a specific numher of a given set of terms, e.%.,
fFind all Ancuments wrich contain anv three nut of flve sjven
terms, Arothar wav of attachinm weai~hts tn narticular terms
vould be to subnit a reauast “or all records fnund excandin-~
A sprcifind scora, vihen sach term is assimned a weight, Fnor
rxamnle, the Fnllorine request:

FIMD TITLES (FTAPHVS|FS, 7 FR|STRMOLNCY, 5
ONTOLODRY, 5 EXISTFYCF, 4 PHILOSOPHY, 3) TN
TOTAL SPORFE N

statas that all Ancuments are tn hae fagnd havine titles with

a comhinatinn af the wnrlds in narenthrses, such that the sire

of the attached numhers is nine nr sreater, Thus, the
YWihlinrraphic items for the titles "Fpistemolony as a Philnsnnhira)
system” an<d "Enistemnlo~ry and Ontaloecy" woul- he ratrieved,

wharmas those with titla "Existence - 3 Philosophical Fxaminatinn"
ar "a "hilosonhical Txaminatinn af Yistary" would not, This
facility is cenerally called weichtnad searchine,

&n alternative scheme would pravide for the
snecification of weichte in terms of -Aacimal numhors less
than one, with search results nrdared hy drscrndine score,

CORRELATION OF SEARCH RFNUESTS TN ARSTRACTS

1f a hihlinmranhkic file had a Hdata alemant which
contained ahstracts, a retrirval oriterion conld bha stoted
in tarms nf one nr mnra fnelish seantenrnas, The retrieval
nrocess wottld correlate the eiven phrasa with each ahstract
“nd retriesve those records containine akstracts with a
corr~latinn confficinnt ereater than snm» gpecitied valua,

1t shoild he nnted that Saltnan At al. at fornell
"mjvarsity have haen exnarimentine with this facility for
some time, hut hava not implemanted an economical
systeri, Suech a facility lies havand thka current econonic
hnundaries for SPIRES 11,

NpeTINMARIES .
Nictionaries will he availahle tn Aassist the user in

selactine search tarms, Some Aictinnaries may he gepera)

ant annlicahle to all files while nthars may he specific to

71 partinular set of related files, DNictionaries

rontaining exclusinon words, synonyms, codes and .

Aahbreviations would e specific tn a s=t of related fllns,

Nictionarims nf this type will be huilt at the time a

file is mstahlished and relate to the cnntent matertal, The
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user will have the option to modify basic lists provided by the
system to meet his own requirements.

A user may use synonym, and abbreviation dictionaries
to gulde him toward a selection of terms which are appropriate
for the particular file from which he is retrieving information.
A file may contain abbreviations unfamiliar to the user. He
may be using a meaningful word or phrase in his request, but
the file manager preferred and used another word or phrase
in his Indexing.

Some information may be stored in a file in coded form
to conserve space. A dictionary is needed to find the full
equivalent which the codes represent, e.g., scientific
journal names maintained as coded data in the file with a
dictionary giving the full names of the journals and their
associated codes.

For other elements of a file, there are values or words
which either have no significance as far as content is
concerned or occur too frequently to be of much value In
retrieval. For such elements, a file manager may construct
a dictionary called an exclusion word list. Words on this
list would be dropped from any request which included them.
The user will have the facillity to interrogate these lists.

THESAURUS FACILITY

The thesaurus facility will be closely related to
dictionaries. A thesaurus is file-specific and mav contain
g list of synonyms for key words or phrasecs used in a file.
Reference to this 1ist will endble the user to select other
words and phrases which would assist him in retrlieving
additional ielevant records. A thesaurus may also show
hierarchical relationships among words. The user will be
able to reference this list to find those words or phrases
tthich are related to the same topic but are more specific or
more general in nature. A thesaurus could be constructed
and access to it provided for the user to determine the
general nature of topics covered in that file and, thus,
serve as a "jumping-off=-place" for his search.

INDEX REFERENCE

The user will have the capability to list indexes and use
the results to formulate more accurate search requests. Also
provided will be an item count corresponding to each Index term.

TRUNCATION OF SEARCH TERMS

Another facility which will be helpful to the user at
the time of formulating his request is the ability to °
truncate search terms. This facillty will enable him to use
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words without suffixes, thus retrieving records from a file
in which various forms of the word are contained. For
example, in the request:

FIND TITLE WORK#

the '#' symbol has been used to signify truncation.
Assuming the TITLE data element had been indexed for the
file being accessed, the records with titles containing the
words WORKS, WORKING and WORKED would be retrieved.
Truncation also may be used where the spelling of a term is
doubtful as:

EMPLOYEE HAN#

Employee records with surnames HANLEY ar.d HANDLEY would be
retrieved. The user may then be more specific once he has
determined which record satisfies his interest.

A facility similar to truncation will provide for
alternative spellings. A search term would be specified
with 'don't care' indicators, as in the example below:

EMPLOYEE HANS#N

The ambiguous '#' would cause employee records with surnames
HANSEN and HANSON to be retrieved. This would be usefitl in
cases where the exact spelling is unknown, |t would be
necessary, however to specify at least the first three

letters of the name before inserting 'don't care'

characters. Truncation options will ke provided for searching
name, title word, and topic indexes.

SAVE-REUSE FACILITY

A save and re-use facility will be available. At any
point within his search request, the user may save the
results of his query for later use. He may also save and
re-use the request itself.

STANDING REQUESTS

Users may be only interested in any new information
which has been added to a file, The standing request
facility will be helpful here. Users need only formulate
thelir requests once and leave them with the system.
information which is being added to a file wiil be passed
agalinst the requests and any matching records dellvered to
the requester.

RECOVERY OF SEARCH RESULTS

|f somethinz happens within the sys{em causing
interruption of ncrmal service, users should be
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restored to their place in the search. This should he the
responsibility of the system and not the users.

3.12 OQutput Requests

GENERAL

SPIRES will accept output requests which allow selection
within the foilowling options: media, format, document
selection, sorting, and generalized report format/content.

OUTPUT MEDIA

The system will provide a spectrum of output media from
which a user may choose one or several =~ approoriate In
terms of cost, output volume, convenience {(usahility), and
reusability (machine-readability).

If his output volume is low, the on-line user may bhe
satisfied to accept it from the terminal communication
devices: typewriter or CRT. The typewriter supplies him
with a hard copy whereas the CRT does not. Since the
typewriter is relatively slow and only one line- may be
listed at a time, flexibility provided via this device will
be minimal. The CRT can display several lines at a time,
thus providing better fcrmatting and giving the user a
scanning facility. The capabilities of the CRT will allow
the user to browse through a set of selected records at his
own pace.

if his output volume is high or he desires a permanent
copy, he can divert it to an off-line batch process: to
either a high-speed line printer or computer output
microfilmer (COM). The printer output format can be
varied In the forms or print chain used, and the number of
copies prepared. The microfilm cption has three advantages
aver the printer option: the microfilm requires little
storage space, it can be searched and viewe:! manually or
mechanically, and it can be used to produce unlimited hard
copy at a small percentage of the cost.
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Finally, if his output data must be re-read by the
computer at a later time, he can choose magnetic tape,
magnetic disk, or punched cards as his output medium.
Information stored in this wav can also be subhsequently
listed or distributed externally, e.g. sending a tape to
another institution.

OUTPUT FORMATS

Information may be presented in various forms. The user
will have a choice in the data elements in each record he
wants to see and the sequence in which those elements are to
be presented. If he creates a format which he will want to
use at another session, he will be able tno save the
specification and re-use it later.

There are three sources of formats:

System=wide standaru
File standard

1
2
3 User=-defined

A1l three sources will be available to the user, e will be
notified if he has used a format which is inappropriate
for the file in which he is currently working.

The user will be able to sat tabs at his typewriter
terminal to affect column assignments and margins, set a
line length to 1imit the number of characters to be
presented on a line, set a page or screen length for number
of lines, and request labels attached to the elements
presented, The formatting features provided at the terminal
will be limited and straightforward because of the
excessive time required to produce sophisticated output
on-line.

SELECTING DOCUMENTS FOR OUTPUT

At the time a user asks for the contents of selected
records to be listed at his terminal, he will be able to:

1, Specify a range of records or a selection of
records to be presented, for example:

TYPE 1-5,10,15

where only those items indicated would be
presented, skipping the rest of the set;

2. Ask for all records in sequence
beginning with the first;

3. Ask to be given an option after
viewing each record, which permits its
storage for later use.
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4. Interrupt the 1listing at any time and,

a. resume with the interrupted line,

b. skip to the next record,

c. skip to a specific record,

d. skip to the end,

e. leave the output process entirely,

f. 1leave the process temporarily, and return
later.

QUTPUT SORTING

Another process concerning presentation is the facility
for sorting on one or more data elements. For example,
personnel records may be sorted alphabetically by employees'
surnames.

DECODING DATA ELEMENTS FOR OUTPUT

1f data elements have been stored in co-led form, the
user has a choice of seeing the information in its compact
or expanded form.

REPORT GENERATOR CAPABILITY

A report generator will be provided to allow the user
to produce batch listings of selecte:d data base eiements in
formats of his design.

3.2 FILE MANAGEMENT

8.21 ffeneral

There are several nreeds to be filled in the
area of file management. The first of these is a facility
for a file manager to define the characteristics of his fiie
without requiring the aid of a programmer. 'le should be
able to enter the specification of the characteristics
througsh a terminal in a non-technical language. Further,
the file definition facility must give as much aid as
possible in diagnosing errors In the specification. It also
must have the capability of allowlng the manaczer to make
reasonable alterations to characteristics after the flle
has been built without having to completely re-build the
file, .
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8.22 FEstablishment of Files
STORAGE SPECIFICATION

The first characteristic to be specified by the
file manager is the amount of direct access storage that
will be required for the file. This estimate will be based
on the amount of data to be entered in the initial buildup
of the file, the rate of growth, and the indexes chosen.
The initial allocation of storage should be sufficient to
hold the initial data plus the additions which will
accumulate over a period of several months. The system must
he able to extend the storage for any given file either
automatically when the previous allotment has been exhausted
or on the entry of a simple command by the manaser. [|f the
latter alternative is implemented, the system should issue a
warninz when the data in the file approaches the current
storage capacity.

SPECIFICATION OF DATA ELEMENT ATTRIBUTES

The file manager must decide how to separate
the documents into data elements and specify their
properties, The properties to be specified are: element
name, abbreviations and synonyms, multiplicity, element
size, data type, editing functions, an<d any hierarchical
relationship to other elements. The nane of an element may
contain any of the characters on a terminal keyboartd but,
for retrieval purposes, an ahbreviation must be specified.
I1f it is not, the system will create one. The element size
is the number of characters contained in a fixed-length
element or the maximum number of characters for a
variable-length element, The system must support the
following data types: numeric, <Jata, personal name,
alphabetic, coded, and full text. Other data types which
might be supported are: monetary, linear measures, weishts,
fractions, and sets of related numbers. Standard sets of
Jata element characteristics may be maintainel by the
system. Thus, a file manager may elact a default of one or
all of these, if it applies to his file.

11 ERARCHICAL RELATION BETWEEN DATA ELEMENTS

The concept of a hierarchical relation can best be described
with an example. Suppose a file was estabhlished with each
record being the description of a piece of electronic
equipment, Each piece of equipment micht be compoased of a
set of components. O0One data element might contain the
identifications for each of the components, Associated with
each value of the component 1D element would be an element
containing a list of part numbers for that component.
Associated with each part there would be an element
containing the price of the part. Another example to
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I1lustrate hierarchical relations is provided by a
bibliographic file where each record represents the
reference material for the preprint of a scientiiic paper.
OCne data element would contafn a list of authors of the
paper. For each author, one element would contain the
organizations with which he is affiliated and an assoclated
element would indicate his mailing address at that
institution. Still another element might contain his title
with that institution. The system should not place an
arbitrary limit on the number of these relationships that
may exist among the data elements of any given file.

SPECIFICATION OF INDEXES

Since the manner and degree in which the file
Is indexed is vital to the retrieval capahility that the
users will have in accessing that file, the facility given
the manager for tailoring the indexinec to the requirements
of his particular file is extremely important. MHe should be
allowed to specify indexing for any comhination of data
elements and to have values of more than one element entered
into a single index. 1{In addition, it should be possible to
add a new index or delete an existing one after the file has
been built.

SPECIFICATION OF EDITING RULES

The manager must have the capability to specify
editing for the values of an element to be placed in a
principal file. ilormally, this consists of making
selections from a standard se¢t of editing procedures, e.n..
function words (likc THE, OR, BUT) may be excluded from an
Index. The manager should also be allowed to specify special
edltinn procedures although he may be required to pay for
any programming costs associated with them,

An additional facility would require that the
presence (or absence) of a value for ore data element
necessitates the presence (or absence) of a value for some
other element.

DICTIONARY/THESAURUS SPECIFICATION

The File Manager will have the capahility to
define dictionaries which are specific to a particular set
of files. The definition will be part of the file
characteristics placed in the system by the File Manager
preceding the initial file buildup. A similar capability
will exist for Thesaurti.

FORMAT SPECi1FICATION

Since a user rétrieving from the file should



not have to specify the format in which information will be
displayed on his terminal, some facility is required for
assigning standard formats to the file. These formats may
he selected from a set provided by the system or the file
manager may define some to meet specific requirements of his
file.

8.23 File Maintenance
UPDATE

It should be possible to carry out the update
function in any of three ways: completely on-1line,
completely on a batch basis or as a combination of the two.
In the on-line mode, update requests woul< be entered via a
terminal, immediately checked for errors and the change in
the file executed while the user is still at the terminal.
Batch updates could be punched on cards and delivered to a
computer operator who would then place them into the batch
queue. An intermediate alternative would allow the user to
enter the requests from a terminal but allow the system to
collect them into a batch and place them in a queue for
later execution. In all cases, the system will have a
facility to list the updates that were executed for the
file.

Three categories of update requests are needed.
The first is the addition and deletion of records. The
second is the addition, deletion and altering of data
elements within records. The third is to be able to copy
information from one record to another or from one file to
another.

In order for a user to be able to specify, with
ease and without fear of ambiguity, which record of the file
is to be updated, it is necessary to have a data element
which contalins a unique value. This data element must be
indexed and the system should check each entry in that
index to insure that it references only one record in the
file. Examples of this kind of data element are; social
security numer in a personnel file, Library of Congress
card number, and part number in a parts inventory file.

3.24 Output for File Managers

In addition to the output needs for the support
of the retrieval function, two spe:.ial outputs will be
required by some file managers. The first of these, to be
used to augment the on-line services or to disseminate
externally, consists of catalog cards or shelf 1llsts.
These must be sortable on at least one data element..
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The second output will consist of various statlisticatl
descriptions of the file as prescribed by the manager and
gathere by the systen. These statistics will aid him in
predicting the growth of the file, in Jletermining the
utility of an index and in various other management tasks.
Examples of statistics he might need are; average lenzths of
data elements, numher of times an index is used in single or
curiulative retrieval requests, or guantity of each kind of
error made in update requests.

3.25 Training

Several facilities will be needed for training
file managers and persons who will be assisting them in
maintaining files. A consulting service will be necessary
for the dual purpose of aiding the managers to estahlish
their files and helping the file maintenance people when
they have difficulties with the update function. In
addition, classes should be given from time to time to
introduce newcomers to the capabilities of the system.

Several kinds of reference material should be
written and made available. These are: a primer, a complete
file management reference manual, a short version of the
reference manual for maintenance people, and reference
cards. The last would be very brief excerpts from the
manual printed on cards. They would serve principally as
reminders to users while on the terminal.

Once a user is communicatirng with the system,
varicus online aids should be available. He should be able
to ask for a brief introduction to the facilities for file
management, for examples of the use of these facilities, for
explanation of particular terms and prompts, and for an
explanation of what responses are available to him.

8.2 Individuation of Retrieval

In the sections above, much attention has bheen
miven to facilities to enable a file manager to
individualize his file and tailor it to suit his information
and retrieval requirements. |In addition, it would be useful
for the system to provide certain facilities for
Individualizing the retrieval function to the habits and
idiosyncraslies of a particular searcher. The facilities
vhich might be implemented for this purpose are: macros,
subset indexes, subset languase, unobtrusive ohservation,
and service priority.

SEARCH MACROS

In the macro facility, the user would be abhle to
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combine several requests into one and assign a name to It.
Subsequently, he could cause the set of requests to execute
by entering the macro name. This feature would reduce the
effort of users who repeatedly carry out some particular
sequence of requests. For example, suppose Somneonc
frequently entered some term of a topic index, requested all
synonyms, assembled these into a retrieval request for all
records containing any one of them and finalily requested to
look at the first three of the retrieved records. |If this
were all combined into a macro, it would save him a
signiflicant amount of keying and possibly some mistakes.

SUBSET INDEXES

At times, some user might wish to do exhaustive
searching though part of a very large file. For example, a
geologist might wish to work with the section of an earth
sciences bibliographic file which pertains to precious
metals. 1In order to reduce the cost of the on-line
retrleval, it would be ardvantageous for him to be able
to request the creation of a file which would be a subset of
the full earth sciences file. To achieve minimal cost, the
fille records themselves would not be duplicated, but rather,
a separate set of smaller indexes would be buijilt.

LANGUAGE SUBSETS

In order to make the process of entering
retrieval requests simpler and thus reduce both the amount
of learning required and the number of errors made, the _
system should support language subsets. A user would only
need to learn those request formats which apply to his
individual needs. )

UNOBTRUSIVE GBSERVATION OF USER HABITS

Most users will probably make certain errors
quite frequently. |[(f a record were maintained by the system
of each user's habits, then, for those errors which are made
consistently (and also corrected each time by the
user), the system could make the correction for the user,
This facility should, however, be an optional one.

USER PRIORITY

Normally the system will consider the requests

of all users to be of equal importance and will optimize the
servicling of requests to keep the average response time to a
minimum. Howevar, on some occasions, a particular user may
have need for faster service and be willing to pay for it.
Thus the system should provide the facility for a user to
asstign priority for his requests and to charge him higher
rates accordingly.
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9.0 Generalized Searqp and Retrieval First Implementation Scoope

In order to fully understand this section,.it is
necessary to have read Chapter 8.

The system will have the following general characteristics:

1. Flexibility - the system must be able to accommodate a
variety of files, including any of the
bibliographic data available in machine-
readable form,

2. Adaptability - it must be possible for a user to use
and be charged for only that part of
the system which he needs.

3. Modifiability = the system should he designed and
implemented in such a way that it is
easy to change. In particular, it is
foreseen that the interactive search may
require expansion.

9.1 Retrieval

The following search facilities will he implemented:

1. indexes - the user will be able to use indexes of
the following types in his search requests.
However, for any given file, he may use
only the indexes associated with that file,

a. personal name
b, title word
c. topic - contains terms descriptive of the subject
matter of documents in a bibliographic file,
d. numerical
e. date
f. coded
£. file partition - ability to divide a file into
sections. For instance, a file of
physics papers might be partitioned
into experimental, theoretical and
survey sections.
h. user-defined - the data type, editing or format
Is specified by a file manager
especially for his file, If any
additional implementation cost is




required, it will be at his expense.
i. citation
access via non-indexed elements
on-line search
batch search
query language
a. logical expression - several simple requests may
be combined into one request
by use of the words: AND, OR,
HOT. For example: FIND AUTHOR
Smith AND TITLE Hemophilia.
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b. weighted terms=- each term of a request may be
assigned a numbher by the user.
Only those records which
score the same or more than he
specifies will be retrieved.

c. interactive

6, dictionaries
a. exclusion - contains list of terms which will not
be put into an index.

b. synonym :

7. index reference - the ability to inquire as to what
values are in a particular index

8. save and re=-use - the ability to name a search request or
the resuits of a search and have the
system store it. The request or results
could be used later upon entry of the
name assigned.

9, standing request - the abhility to enter a retrieval
request and have 2ll new material
added to a file compared with it.

Any records meeting its criteria
would be communicated to the user.

10. on-line recovery of search process = to insure that a
user will not lose the results of an
interactive search derived over s set
of several interactions because of a
temporary system failure.

The output facilities to be implemented are:

on-1line

batch print

batch tape

formats '

a. system standard - formats specified by the system
and available for anyone's use.

b. file standard - formats specified by a file manager
and available to any user of that
file,

c. user-defined - the ability for a user to specify a
format while at the terminal.

AN N -
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5. sorting (for batch output only) - the ability to list
retrieved records on a printer, ordered on
the values of one or more data elements.
6. catalog cards - a printing, directly onto cards, of
information contained in selected
elements of a bibliographic file.
This wculd be a batch operation.

The following training facilities will be provided:

1. reference manuals
2. reference cards
3. on=-line aids - capability for the user to ask for
help from the system through his
terminal.

0,2 File Management

The following major facilities will be implemented:

def'nition of file characteristics

modification of file characteristics

buildup of file from initial data

updating

special listings - these will generally be unique to a
file as specified by the file manager

. statistical feedback

training
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The file definition facility will allow the file manager
to specify:

1. amount of required storage - ability to specify to
the system the initial size of the file
and its rate of growth.
2. data elements
a. element name
b. multiplicity
c. element size
d. data type - e.g., dates, personal names, numbers,
e. choice of input editing
f. hierarchical relations - for instance, one data
element might contain a list of
project names. Associated with each
project is a data etement which has
a list of employees assigned to it.
Associated with each employee is a
data element which contains a list
of tasks for him.
g. autecmatic functions (to be executed upon cccurrence
of transaction for the element)




3. indexing
a. which elements will be indexed
b. addition, deletion of indexes
c. editing of values to be indexed
b, dictionaries
a. codes
b. exclusion - the user should be able to override
and force a term into the index
for sowne records.
c. inclusion - a 1ist of words which will be put
into an index. All other words will
be omitted from the index.
d. synonym dictionaries
5. display formats - ahility to specify standard formats
for the file. Each format would have
a nane which a user would enter in
an output request. The format would
specify the elements to be displayed
and their order.

6. error severity level = the ability for the manager to
specify the action to be taken upon the
occurrence of various errors. The choice of
actions includes: nullifying the user's
request, presenting an error :nessase and

. attempting to correct the error,

The following file maintenance facilities will be provided:

1. tape conversions
2. on=line entry of input and update requests
3. batch execution of updates
4. on-line execution of updates
5. update requests
a. addition, deletion of records
b. addition, deletion, alteration of elements or parts
of elements. :
c. copy - from record to record and from file to file.
6. index of the record identification data element
7. applications - specific batch facilities will be
provided on demand when feasible.
These will normally be paid for hy
the user who requests them.
8., File merging and elimination of duplicates.

The tralining facilities which will be provided are:

1., reference manuals

2. referance carts

3. on=line help

4L, consultatiocn service
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Miscellaneous Features

file specific message of the day
collection facility for aser documents submitted on-line

96



57/98
/

APPENDIX K: Tutorial: Information Storage and Retrieval by James
Marsheck

APPENDIX G
TUTORIAL: INFORMATION STORAGE AND RETRIEVAL

This appendlx !s intended to serve as an introduction io
the concepts involved in the view of Information Storaze and
Roetrieval held by the staff of the SPIRES/BALLOTS project.
It Is not a survey and does not attemp* to cover all
relevant problems or all of the technliques that have been
developed In thls area of computer technologyv,

A. TERMINOLOGY

I order to clarify the following introduction to the
field of Informatlon Storage and Retrieval, several key
terms are defined. These terms are: files, retrieval,
sequential files, direct access fliles, search and output.
Cther important terms are defined as they are introduced in
the text.

A- FILE is any body of information which exists on some
storage medium and Is structured so that segments of the
information can be located and extracted in a systematic
way. An example Is a card catalog in a library. The storage
medium is the cabinets containing cards and the systematic
organization Is an alphabetic ordering by author, title and
subject. Another file, similar in structure though different
In content, Is the set of employee records stored in manila
folders in a personnel office. A somewhat different kind of
flle iIs the multiple 1isting maintained by real estate sales
firms. This file might be organized by price range, number
of rooms or architectural style.

Once a flle is established, the process of locating and

~extracting Informatlon Is called RETRIEVAL., This process ‘
consists of several actions. The first is tc formulate a
NUERY, e.g., find the names of all books in the library
pertaining to Serbian History. The second action is to look
for relevant Information. In this example, the inquirer
scans the cards for the phrases 'Serbia-History' and
'History, Serblan'. The final action is to remove or copy
the segments of information which satisfy the query
conditions. In this example, removing the catalog cards,
even momentarily, is not acceptable; therefore, the
retriever would copy the information onto a loan request,
charge slip or his own 3x5 cards.

Flles are usually classifled as SEQUENTIAL or DIRECT
ACCESS although some might be consldered a combination of
the two. A SEQUENTIAL FILE is ordered in a single manner.




In order to locate any particular item of information, it is
necessary to pass over to all preceding items.

In a DIRECT ACCESS FILE, any item may be retrieved without
passing over a number of other items. To illustrate the
difference, consider two files consisting of film
representing a pictorial record of a vacation to Oregon.

One of these files is a reel of 16 mm film and is a
sequential file. To show Crater Lake, all of the scenes
recorded prior to that must be passed over flrst. The
second file is a set of 35 mm slides and represents a direct
access file., To show the scenes of Crater Lake, only that
speciflic set of slides need be projected. To locate the
required set quickly, a list of scenes is maintained in some
detail indicating which box or tray each set is stored in.
This list Is an index to the file. The concept of an index
will be discussed later since it is central to the
feasibility and utility of information storage and
retrieval.

The process of locating the information descrihed by a
user In his query is called SEARCHING., The aquery is
sometimes called a SEARCH REQUEST. The process of presenting
the 3egments located by the search is called CUTPUT. Also,
the resulting copy of the information is called the OUTPUT
for the request, Both of these functions are discussed in
later sections in more detail. Consider a search request
applied to a personnel file to locate the records of all
employees under 30 years of age earning in excess of ten
thousand dollars. The computer, assuming a sequential file,
examines the record of every employee in the file and checks
the age and salary. This operation constitutes the search,
For each record meeting the conditions specified in the
query, the items of information In that record which were
specified In the OUTPUT FORMAT (for instance, name, position
and department) are printed. This is the output process for
the example.

B. FILES

Files are stored on various media. Some of these are
cards, sheets of paper, film and metal plates and are
collected on shelves, in cabinets, in notebooks, on racks or
in bound volumes. These files may contain many different
kinds of information, as: .

1. purely numeric items in a volume of statistical
tables,

blueprints in an architect's file,

the textual! content of an encyclepedia,

2
3
4. the mixed format of a personnel file.

The latter contalns items which are numeric (age, salary),
textual (references), coded (skill categories) and special
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forms (date of employment, Inverted name).

Although most files not stored on computer eguioment
are sequential in nature, they usually have some of the
characteristics of a dAirect accrss file, For example, an
encyclopedia !s orzanized by suhbject matter in alphahetical
aorder. However, since each volume has the rance of suhjacts
nrinted on the sninz2, a person who is seeking infarmation
may narrow his search Immediately to a specific volume., Ue
then will find the corract page by makinz sucecassive
approx!mations anl will have completed tte antire search in
a matter of seconids, The limltation of this techniau~ is
that the user of the encyclionedia must he familiar with the
subject classification and often he does not retrizve all
the relevant material. For instance, if he is lookine for
biosraphical material on Ahraham Lincrln, he may not find
the additional infarmation contained under the subjects of
Nlysses firant or Appomattox.,

S5imilarly, if a personnel file is ordared
alphabetically on last nama2, it mav be accessed quite
efficlently when retrieving the recor-s nf individual
omployees whose name ara known to the searcher. Howrvar,
for any other type of retrieval, additional capability is
raquired, Thls could he achleved hy having multinle conies
of the file, each of then ordered on so=me attribute of the
employee, e,g., social security number, joh classi.ication,
review rlata, Ohviously, this would he tno expensive and
wnul-d lead to an unacceptahly large number of =arrors. A
more manageabhle alternative Is to maintain a list for each
catagory of information which [MNDEXES the fila. For
instance, a list could he maintained of all job
classifications. Under each entry in this 1lst woul-d he a
list of names of emnloyees having that classification, |If
somenne wished to send a memorandum to all executive
secretaries, he coul- consult the list and obtain their
names. From the file itself, Ye could zet the company
aidress for each.

The technique just described transforms an essantizally
seaquential file into a form of direct access flle. Howaver,
it Is st11l somewhat cumhersome and prone to etrrors since,
for each change in the file, one or more of the indexas may
have to be chansed., Another difficulty arises from the fact
that the file exists In only one 1ncation while peaple in
rnany locations may need to access 1t., Also, If one user of
the file has removed a record, other users must wait until
the recordi Is returned, Many of the problems inherant in
manual files can be resolved by placineg them in the
environment of a computerized informatlon storace and
retrieval system, et

A sequential file to he accessed throuzh a computer is
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normally stored on MAGNETIC TAPE., These tapes, and the
mechanisms which write information on them (and read from
them) are similar to home recorders, though larger, more
complex and more expensive. A file on tape is purely
sequential, It is restricted to z single ordering, and to
access any one record, all previous records on the tape must
be passed over. Another limitaticn of tape files arises
from the fact that the tapes are normally stored OFF-LINE,
i.e., on racks away from the computer. The information may
be retrieved only when the tape is mounted on the read/write
mechanlism. Prima~-ily because the tapes are stored off-1ine,
this type of file is relatively inexpensive. It is a
satisfactory mode of storage for flles when the normal
requirement is for large amounts of information on an
infrequent basis rather than small amounts freauentiy and
rapidly. ‘

Computerized direct access files are normally stored on
MAGNETIC DISKS. These disks are similar to phonograph
records except that the recording is done magnetically
rather than by physically cutting into the disk. The
storage mechanism for direct access files is simllar to the
arm on an automatic changer. The disk access mechanism has
the read/write cartridge on an arm which moves across the
disk allowing rapid access to any track. Thus the
information stored on a track of the disk may be accessed
without reading over the Information cn other tracks., For
instance, if each track held one employee record, then any
employee record could be retrieved immediately if the
numeric ADDRESS of the track for that employee were known.
Havirng & sound method for determination of track addresses
Is one basis of a successful Information storage and
retrieval system of thils type.

For the personnel file referred to above, retrieval
requests wlll normally bhe stated in terms of employee
attributes such as name, job classification, review date and
skill categories. Other attributes such as home address and:
name of spouse are in the record of the employee but are not
normally used In the formulation of queries. The attributes
of the employees are called th—= DATA ELEMENTS of the file.
The data elements which can be used in retrieval requests
are called the ACCESS POINTS for the file. {in a file of
bibliographic references, the data elements would be items
like author, title, publisher, number of pages and date of
publication. The access points might be author, title and
date of publlcation.

A means of cr.ating access points for files is to
construct an INDEX for each data element which is used for
searching. The set of indexes is also stored on disks, in
an order which allows efficlent searching. An example is
the AUTHOER INDEX for a bibilographlc file., Assume that, on
the average, the names of 50 authors can he stored on a
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single track of a disk and that the file contains the names
of 2000 authors. The names are stored, in alphabetical
order, over 40 tracks. In additlon, a master track

contains the flirst name on each track of the index. Each
author's name has one or more addresses stored with it which
indicate the location of each bibliographic reference
assocliated with that author. [If a user specifies the name
Harrison 4, Smedley in his search request, the following
steps are taken by the computer. The master track for the
author index 1Is retrieved from a disk. The list of names in
it Is searched for a pair of consecutive names between which
smedley fails alphabetically, The address associated with
the name which comes before Smedley is used to retrieve
another track from the disk. If that track does not contain
the name Smedley, the user is informed that the file has no
references for Smedley. |[|f, on the other hand, an entry for
Smedley is found in that track of the index, the addresses
contained in the entry allow the computer to retrieve all
of the bibtiographic references in the file for works
authored by Smedley,

The organization of indexes in an information systen is
actually more complex than this but the general principle is
the same. Records, whether bibliographic references,
employee records or parts descriptions, have many data
elements Iin varied formats. Because of this, ordering the
flle (i.e., the group of records) to facilitate retrieval is
extremely expensive, if not Impossible, even on the most
powerful and sophisticated equipment. However, since each
index contalins only one kind of information it may be
ordered relatively easily and in this way tailored to fit
the type of data stored for that particular data element.
For instance, dates may be indexed in chronological order or
in reverse chronological order. Indexing does have economic
limits, |f many data elements are Indexed, the total
storage requlred for indexes may double or triple the amount
required for the flile itself, This is because of the
relatively complex structure of the indexes. Disk storaze
Is also more expensive than tape storage because the
mechanism is,much more complicated and costly to
manufacture,

C. RETRIEVAL

Two examples of manual information retrieval are given
as a contrast to computerized information retrieval. In the
first example, it Is desired to obtain from & personnel file
a list of all employees who speak French, have a degree In
electriccl englneering, have at least two years of
professional experience and are not married. The usual
practice would be to submlt a request for this information
to a personnel clerk. This clerk would pull each employee



record out of the filing cabinet, one at a time, and examine
it to determine if that employee met the conditions of the
request. For a large file, this would consume a large
amount of the clerk's time in a purely routine task, I f the
file system is well designed, there might be a list of
engineering empiovees which could be used to reduce the
effort. |If the personnel department is busy, the requester
might have to wait several days to get his information, In
addition, one or more employees who meet his requirements
might be missed due to human error.

A second example illustrates a retrieval process which
is often more wasteful and prone to inmaccuracy than the one
in the first example. Assume that a medical research
scientist wishes to prorose the initiation of a new project
investigating the effects on human metabolism of the
prolonged use of artificial sweeteners. iie does n-t wish to
duplicate work which is complete or in progress so he
requires information on recent projects in this area. There
are several resources he can use in attempting to get this
informatiun,

First he can scan all of the applicable journals
published during the years he is interested in. Secondly,
he may consult his associates to determine if they know of
any relevant research. Thirdly, he can contact the leading
research organizations to inquire about their current and
recent projects. Also, there may be a review published
which covers a significant portion of the field., Several
major difficulties are inherent in this procedure. It could
take several weeks to complete the survey. Several hours
effort of highly skilled people is involved. The
probability is high that some significant research will be
overlooked. A significant amount of the research budget
might be consumed in carrying out a function which does not
contribute directly to research results.

These difficulties can be alleviated by the use of
computerized information storage and retrieval systems.
However, it is not necessary, and perhaps not desirable, to
have all retrieval functions performed by computer, The user
of the system can often benefit, both in iferms of the
effectiveness and of the economy of retrieval, by having
some operations performed manually or by non-computer
equipment in conjunction with the computer system,

Consider, for example, a bibliographic file, including
abstract material or even full text on microfilm, Indexes
for the file can be maintzined on a computer. The user can
then carry out his search through the computer, receiving as
output a list of numbers referencing the microfilm which is
stored either in cablnets or on special equipment designed
for that medium, He might then use a microfilm reader to
scan the abstracts and select a final subset of documents.
Finally, he or a library assistant would make hard copies of
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the documents.

The way Iin which a computer is used to retrieve
information from a file depends on several considerations.
The first Is the frequency with which people request
information. Are vhere several inquiries per day or several
per minute? Another consideration concerns the amount of
material to be retrieved. Is it normally a yes or no answer
(do we have any widzets In stock?), a sinzle name or
quantity, a short list of employees and their review dates
or a larsge amount of Information such as an address list. A
third polnt Is response time: are answers usually required
in minutes, hours or days?

The complexity of an inquiry is an involved question
and affects, for instance, the way the query is expressed.
A SIMPLE REQUEST might be expressed in a sinzle employee
name or parts number. A more complex query might be stated
in a form which indicates several conditions ara to bhe
satisfied hefore an entry in the file is retrieved., For
example, the request "FIND ALL EMPLOYEES wWITH SALARY
GREATER THAN 10,000 AND AGE LESS THAHN 30 AND YWITH
CLASSIFICATION PROGRAMMER"™ will return the records of
all employees who are programmers under the age of 30
earning more the 10,000 dollars and no other records. This
format for a request is called a logical expression.

Another consideration is the complexity of the output.
A very simple output consists of every data eiement in a
record, listed In the order it is stored in the file, with
one data element per line. A slight complication is
introduced If the user specifies that some subset of the
elements be listed in a particular order. A sophisticated
output facility allows the user to specify page format,
i.e., margln size, columnization. double spacing, etc. 3omne
users of the system may require that output be sorted on one
ar more data elements. For instance, a retrieval resquest
might be for all employees who have an imminent review date
with the output listed In order of department number.
Often, It Is desirable to obtain statistical information on
a file which introduces another kind of complexity to the
output. For example, what is the average relocaticn expense
claimed by employvees hired during the past year or what is
the maximun and average number of citations retrieved from
the physical science section of a bibliographic file during
the last two months.

There are two quite different ways in which a user can
comnunicate with a computer In retrieving inform:tion from a
file. The first, called BATCH processing, is used when:

1. single requests are for large amounts of
information,
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2. a response time measure2 in bours or Aays is
Acceptahle,
3. output reauiraments are very cormplex.

The normal manner of nperatinn for BATCH PETRIEVAL is as
follows:

1. 2 query is farmulated and punched on cardis,

2. the cards are suhmitted to a conputer oneratnr,

3. he schedules thz query an:d places the cards in a
hatch with nther request cards,

L, the search Is executed at the scheduled tima (often
overnirht) and output listed nn a higbh-sored printer,

5. the listfing Is delivered to the reguester,

A nurely hateh retrieval system is relatively easy an!!
Inexpensive tn imnlement “ut has some definite 1imitations,

""owaver, an CN~-LINE system should ke use! i€ the users
of the svstem reaulre answars in minutes or nead heln from
the svstem In formulatine their request, 1.e., tha first try
ioes not retrieve the materfal desired and one 2r mores
re-“orriulations rmust he attempted. In an nn=1lne svstem
sevearal users are comnunicating with the comnputer
simultaneausly., Thils Is accomplished by khaving many
terminals connected to the computer in much the same way
that many telephones are connected to a switchboard., In
this morde of nceration, a retriever anters his request
throurh his terminal and receives a response almost
instantaneously. |If the request reauires a3 lon~ search, the
Inttial response may be only an Indication that the request
has heen accepted and the computer i{s In the process of
nxecutine it, |t may take as long as several minutes ton
return an ansver to some requests, The time that elansas
hetween entarinz a reaquest and recelving a reply Is usually
called response time, The elapsed time hetween receivine a
rasponse and antarine the next reqgquest s normally called
think time, Penple read, reason, and type slowly, In
comparison to machlne operatlon time. Think time tands to
he fairty long relatlive to executlon time, Thus, thea
on=line svstam 1s ahle to executa requests for several other
users wrile a single user Is Aigesting the answar to his
reauest,

Rasically, there are two types of computer termlnals,
One type Is simply a modified electric typawrlter with a
wide carriace, a few special function keys and s connectlon
(often a regular telephone line) to the computer, The other
type Is a3 screen, similar to the visual part of a telzavision
set with a small keyhoard added. Thils kind of termlinal Is
usualtly called a CRT (short for cathode ray tube) and the
output from the computer shown on the screen Is called a



PISPLAY. The advantages of a typewriter terminal are: it
is relatively inexpensive and it provides hard copy. The
disadvantages are: it is relatively slow, it is noisy
(especially if several are clustered in one location) and it
requires more effort from the user, The advantages of a CRT
are: it is virtually noiseless, it is relatively fast (some
rmodels can display hundreds of characters in the blink of an
eve), and it can be used in ways that make man-machine
communicaticn very efficient and effective. The
1isadvantages are: it provides no hard copy and is
expensive. It is possihle to combine typewriter and CRT
into one terminal and gain a great deal of flexibility hut
the cost is greater than either device alone.

In many cases, it is not desirable to have a purely
batch or a purely on-line information system. Fortunately,
there are several ways tc combine the two concepts into a
single system. The simplest solution is to have an on-1line
system going during the day and a batch system during the
night shift., A rmore sophisticated solution and one which
allows more efficient use of the computer and gives more
flexible service to the user community is a system which
handles both on-line and batch reauests simultaneously. The
on=-line part of the system has priority and all requests
from terminals are satisfied as they are entered. !lowever,
the computer frequently runs out of requests to execute and
waits for a message to be entered from some terminal.

Curing this wait time, the batch part of the system is given
control of the computer and processes part of the batch
workload. When a terminal request is entered, control
reverts to the on-line part of the system. The batch system
is operating in what is called BACKGROUND processing.

As indicated above, both a query and the resulting
output can range from very simple to very complex. In order
to clarify a discussion of various kinds of retrieval, a
brief cutline of a session at a terminal follows. The first
step that the user takes is to sign on, or "Log On", to the
system. This consists of turning on the device and waiting
for a signal that the computer is ready for communication.
In some cases it is necessary to dial the computer's 'phone
number', The user then keys in a few pieces of general
information 1ike his name and account number, The next step
is usually the selection of one of the available files. The
system then responds with a PROMPT (questions from the
computer are called prompts) indicating that it is ready for
the user to enter a query.

_ The user then formulates hls query, and types it in,
When he hits some particular key (on a typewriter, this is
probably the carriage return) the computer examines:the
message. |If it detects an error or does not 'understanq‘
the request, an error message is returned along with a
prompt for him to re~-enter the query. !f the request is
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correctly formulated, it 1s placed in a queue (waiting line)
and serviced in turn. The querlies {(and other requests such
as output format) are expressed in a language which contains
a very limited set of English words and uses a very simple
grammatical structure. Slince the prompts are consldered
part of thls language and the communication is two way, this
language Is a CONVERSATIONAL or INTERACTIVE language.
Requests directed to a batch system, on the other hand, do
not normally have this property,.

When the system completes the requested search, it
types or dispiays some response, In the case of certain
simple kinds of queries, this message is the r:quested
Iinformation. In other cases, the system inforiis the user of
the number of 1tems which meet his CRITERIA (the conditions
stated In hls query) and walits for him to enter his next
request. The user then decldes if he wishes to see the
Information in the retrieved records or If he wishes to
refine the criteria and enter a request that will be
combined with the previous one to enlarge or reduce the set
of retrleved records. An additional step may then be taken;
some users will ask for a listing on a high speed printer if
he has many pages and wishes to keep a permanent record of
his retrieval. The printer is able tc list several hundred
1ines per mlnute with each line having as many as 133
characters. Also, the printer operates in the background mode
and is much less expensive.

The relative simplicity or complexity of retrieval
requests, In terms of search and output, determines:

1. the cholice of terminatl,

2. the way in which files are Indexed,

3. the facllities provided for search and output in
both the on-line and the batch parts of the system.

For the simplest variety of request, the query contains only
the identiflcation of one data element and & single value
for it and the output Is simply the value of another data
element for any record meetlng the single criterion. An
example of such a request is: RETRIEVE EMPLOYEE JOHN Q.
SMITH; OUTPUT SALARY, The system would search the index for
employee name, locate the record for John Q. Smith and type
or display his salary. For this type of request, there is
little difference between a typewrlter terminal and a CRT
except the cost of the equipment. The complexity increases
very llttle if several Items are combined Into a LOGICAL
EXPRESSION In the search request and more than cne item is
requested In the output, as: RETRIEVE JOHN Q. SMITH AND
HARRY P. ANDERSON; OUTPUT SALARY, POSITION, AGE.,” There are
two distinguishing characteristics of this form of
retrleval. The user is able to supply Informatlion to
retrieve an expllclt subset of records from which he’
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requires Information. The information he wishes to see Is
contained In a small number of records i~ an easlly
extracted form and he wishes it to be presented essentially
as It exists. The principle requirement in this kind of
retrieval Is that all the data elements which can be
specified in a search request must be indexed.

For a contrasting example, consider the query,
FIND ALL TITLES SPIRIT, GHOSTS OR APPARITION,

applied to a file of bibliographic references. The system
searches the index for the fitle data element, locates all
references containing any of the three given words In the
title and responds with a message indicating how many
references have been found, say %6. He then enters the
request: OQUTPUT TITLE. Suppose the first three titles to
be presented were:

Tne Problem of Ghosts on Televislon Screens
The Spirit of Christmas
Apparition and Mysticism In Religion.

To redice the amount of unwanted references in the set he
has retrieved, the user enters a modification to his search
request: BUT NOT TITLE TELEVISION OR CHRISTMAS OR PELIGION,
This might reduce the set to include only relevant material
or he might have to make further modifications to the search
request. In addition to the problem of retrieving unwanted
information, there is also a possibility of not finding some
relevant material. There are two things which can be done
to alleviate these problems.

Much of the problem of unwanted or lost information is
caused by the variety and ambiguity of words in the English
language. A contributing factor Is that the titles of most
books and documents do not reflect completely and accurately
the contents. Therefore, searching on the basis of title
alone is not an adeauate retrieval technique. If a
bibllographic file 1s constructed with a data element that
contains phrases descriptive of the subject matter in a
document, this data element, when indexed, will usually be
useful in retrieval. This type of index is usually called a
TOPIC, SUBJECT or KEYWORD Index. In addition, an
information retrieval system should provide a thesaurus
capablility. By using a thesaurus a user is able to
determine the phrases which are used to describe a topic.

He also receives help In formulating hls request In a way
which helps ensure the retrieval of all relevant materlial.
For instance, if he consults the thesaurus under the word
ghost, he might receive the response: SEE ALSO POLTERGEIST.

A third type of retrieval usually has a fairly simple



and explicit request in terms of the search but a complex or
lengthy requirement for output. For example, In accessing a
parts inventory file, to find all parts which are out of
stock: RETRIEVE ALL PARTS,

STOCK- = 0; LIST NAME, PART NUMLER,
ORDER NATE, AVERAGE MOMTHLY SALES,
PRICE; ORDER ALPHARET (NAME).

This requast might he entered either throuch a terminal or,
oh punched cards, into the batch system., BRecause of the
requirement to sort the output, it would he executed hy the
Hatch system, In this examole, if there was an index on the
data element STOCK, an entry in that Index would contain a
list of the locations In the file of the records of all
parts which were out of stock. Fach of these records would
he retriaved, the -data elements specifiead for output
extracted and an intermediate {ile created, prohably on
Alsk.

This intermediate file would be used as Inout to a sort
procram which would produce the output on a higzh speed
printer, ordered alphabetically by part name, If no index
existed for the data element STOCK. the batch retriaval
would have to read every record in the file and check for a
zero value for STOCK,

'lhen a file Is set up, a cholce is maie of the data
elements which are teo he indexed. Since an index requires a
significant amount of storaze and ardds processing time to
the file malintenance, an evaluation Is made of the frequency
with which that data element misht be used as an access
polnt. Thls helps determine if the cost of the Index is
justified by expected savings in the processing of queries.

A second example of a retrleval request with outnut
requlrements that demand extra processing is the query tn a
personnel file:

FIND ALL EMPLOYEES, POSITION SECPETARY; OQUTPUT
AVERAGE AGE, SALARY RANGE, AVERAGE SALARY,

For this raquest, the system locates the records for all
secretarlies, comnputes the average age and salary and lists
them along witk the lnwest and highest secretarial salary.
Thls request could he processed hy elther the on-line or
hatch system since the computation Is a falrly simple
nperation.

D. FILE MANAGEMENT

An Information storage and retrieval system can support
a number of flles. For each of these files, there must he
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someone who is responsible for its management. The person
who assumes this responsibility is sometimes called a FILE
MANAGER, Hls tasks include:

l. estimating the size of the file,

2. deciding whether it is to be a direct-access on-line
file nr a sequential file,

3. specifying the data elements and th2 indexing
requirements,

4., determining who is authorized to access the
information contained In It,

5. providing the data for the initial file buildup,

6. supervision of the people who maintain the file.

FILE MAINTENANCE is the process of:

1. adding, deleting «nd mpdifying records in the file,

2. editing data to ensure the reliability of the
information, :

3. initiating the use of backup facilities,

L, executing recovery procedures when damage occurs to
the file.

A BACKUP facility provides the ability to make copies of the
file on magnetic tape and to malntain a log of recent
changes or additions .o the file. Together, these may he
used to restore a file when some information has been lost
or damaged due to computer, program or human malfunccion.

The first task of the file manager is FILE DEFINITION,
which Is the process of specifying the FILE CHARACTERISTICS.
(ireat care should be taken in defining these characteristics
since many of the choices made at this time can seriously
limit the information which can be put into the file. These
cholces may restrict and hamper file maintenance tasks, The
fite manager should take advantage of any consulting
services which are offered by the SY3TEM MANARER, who is
responsible for the desingn, development and maintenance of
the information system itself. lle may also he in charge of
the operation of the computer and related equipment. In
fact, in some organizations, his title might be operations
manager.

The items which must be specified in the file
definition are: the data elements, the properties of the
data elements, indexing requirements, thesaurus facilities,
display and report formats, editing requirements,
partitioning criteria, backup needs and security
requirements. Each data element is given a name which is
used In the remainder of the defjnition specifications, in
retrieval requests and in output requests. !any systems
also allow abbreviations and synonyms for data element



names. Other properties to he specified for -ata elements
are NATA TYPE, maximum tength and multiplicity. [lata type
describes the kind nf information containe” in an element,
e.g., numhers, dates, names of peonle, codes or text. The
MAX IMUM LENGTH 1Is the larmest numher of characters which any
value of an element may have and it Is used in checking the
Input data for earrors., MULTIPLICITY is simply an Indlcation
of whether or not the data element mav have more than one
value for any egiven record in the file. Examples of
singular data elements are employea name and puhlisher's
address;: examples of nultiple data elements are lancuares
spoken by an employee and authors of a hnok.

After considering the various needs of the people who
will be retrievinz information from the file, the manarser
rust specify the indexing requirerments for the file. The
first consideration is: which data elements are to he used
In expressine search requests? FEach of thase elements must
then he indexed. In addition to indicatinz the elements to
he indexed, he must select which editing facility will be
anoplied to the values irn that index. Consider, for example,
the title index of a hihllographic fila., There are several
adltinz functlons which the manager may wish to have
nerformed on titles as they ara indexed, First he may wish
to delete special characters, such as commas, quotes,
nperio’s and colons. Sacondly, he may specify a DICTIONARY
nf words 1ike "IT", "THE", and "A" which shoul” not be
indexed. This dictionary is often called an excluslion 1list;
if prepared carefully, It can save conslderable storase an-
nrocessing costs.

For bibllosraphlc files, the manager must specify the
contents of a THESAURUS for that flle since the words and
thelr relationshins are dependent on the subject matter of
the file. The thesaurus entry for a word (or a phrase) mav
have a list of synonyms for that word which helps the user
in retrieving further relevant material, |t may also show
hierarchlal relations with other words, i.e., words which
are more speclfic or -ore general in nature but concerned
with the sume topic. - .

“!hile tha system will provide some standard formats for
display of information on terminals and for 1lstings to he
nroduced on high speed printers, some file managers may wish
to specify special formats tailored to the needs associate-
with their own flles, The specification of editing
requirements, partitloning criteria, bhackup needs and
security requirements will bYe described in the appropriate
narasraphs halow,

The second major task of the file manager is to acauire
the data which constlitute the Information In the file, This
(dlata may exlst In any of several forms, e.g., file cards,
nrinted matarial, punched cards or masnetlc tape. It may,
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as in the first tvn ~ases ahove, have to he converted to a
form which can he read hy the computer, |Jf the data [s on
cards or marnetlc tane, a computer prosram may have to he
written which atters the format so that the Input prosrams
of the information system can handle it, Finally, the flle
manarer will have tn initiate, with the assistance of the
system or operations manarer, the process of flle building,
This normally consists of punchine a few system control
cards and deliverine the inpit data to a disnatch clerk or a
comnuter oaperator.

Maintenance of the file includes the functions of
addine new informatinn (bihliorranhic raferennas “or
recently acquired hooks), delating or purcing ohbhsrlescent
materlal (the records of terminated employees) and the
modi{lcattion of information, (correctinn of spelline,
salary ralses, chanege of address, 4dpdatint of inventory).
For reliabllity of the file, it is necessary to edit the
Informatlon as it is input and to providae for hackup and
recovery., Some editinz may he done hy the system hut much
of It can often he rlone only hy manual means, For instance,
the comptiter can be procrammed to recomnize that JAMN 41, 934
is not a leral Adate hut not that the "e'" was left off of the
name Johnstone, Unfortunately, there are nccasions whken a
computer malfunctlion or a proframming error will cause some
information in one or ricre fliles to he altered or destroved,
In order tn prevepnt this from hecomine a ritsaster, an
information system must provide factilties for backup and
racovery, The most common techntaque used for this purnnse
consists of periodically convine the file ontn a ma~netic
tape and storine it out of harm's wav, |Ia addition, a
TRANSACTION FILE s maltntalned (probably on tape alsn) of
311 chanees tn the file (additions, deletions, etc.) since
the last hackun was executed, Thus, when Aama«e nccurs to
an on-line file, recovery Is achieved hy restorine it from
the last backup tape and re-executing the recent changes.

Nne more very Important responsihiiity of the file
manager lIs prescribling the availability of the file. It may
nst be aconomicaltlyvy feasihle to have the file on~line all
the time the system Is operational, So, he may decide to
ake it availahle for retrieval only durine certain
schedulad hours. At other times the Adisk(s) containin= the
file can he stored away from the computer, This will free
part of the computer egquipment for use with other flles,
Since the ‘access mechanism Itself is much more oxnenslive
than the disk, a sienificant savines can he achieved this
way. & secon- avallabllity factor concerns who Is able to
ratrieve from the flle, Some files mav he puhlic in that
any one whn has a terminal and an authorized account numher
may access them, O0Others may bhe private with only the file
inanager and his assnciates permittaed to retrieve Information
from them., To support this restricted accessihility and to
nrevent unauthorized persons from altering i{nformatinn in a
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file, the system must provide a security facility. Thils
usually Involves the specification of PASSWORDS by the
manager. A user must then know a password to access a
private file or to alter the contents of any fle.




APPENDIX L
SPIRES 1! SHARED FACILITIES
(Fxcerpt from "System Scope for Library

Automation and Generalized !nformation Storage
and Retrieval at Stanford University'")
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10.0 SUMMARY OF CURRENT SHARED FACILITIES
10.1 General Concepts
DEFINITION

Shared facilities coasist of software and hardware
designed to provide concurrent service to functionally
related applications.

ECONOMIC CONSIDERATIONS

A gross estimate reveals that in terms of
implementation effort, SPIRES/BALLOTS 1l may be broken down
approximately as follows:

.ee« BALLOTS - 1/3
eees SPIRES - 1/3
«e. Shared facilities - 1/3

| f each application user pays for his own development plus
half for the shared facilitizs, that user effectively gets
the use of sixty-seven percent of the system for half the total
investment. Alternatively, if two users invest similar
amounts in separate development efforts, each is given
substantially less for his money. Another operative factor
is hardware econumy of scale. |f two users pool their
resources to acquire shared hardware, the resulting
individual capability will be greater than It would with
separate installations. This simple analysis arzues for
continuing combined SPIRES/BALLOTS development.

10.2 Present Shared Facilities
COMPUTER OPERATIONS ENVIRONMENMT

SPIRES/BALLOTS 1 software executes on an IBM 360 Mudel
67 located in the Campus Facility of the Stanford
Computation Center, This computer has one
million characters of main storage, and processes data
input and output through ultra-high-speed and high-speed direct-
access devices as well as magnetic tapes, card equipment, and
line printers. :

Installation software and procedures are directed toward
a rapid throughput computation-oriented market. Although the
data processing facilities provided are of excellent quality,
high priority is placed on keeping the computation facilities
nperative. If a file failure occurs, correction must wait
until a scheduled software maintenance interval. This could
result in an unaccentable inconvenience to the non-standard
user who has very large, continually updated files.
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There are two pieces of computer memory available for
program execution. The first is approximately 100,000
characters long, and will accept no joh whose duration
exceeds two minutes, The second is approximately 300,000
characters long, and will accept jobs of any duration.
SPIRES/BALLOTS | uses the latter. A great disadvantage Is
that while someone else is executing in this portion of memory,
SPIRES/BALLOTS cannot and vice versa. This precludes extended,
exclusive use of the computer resources by SPIRES/BALLOTS 1.

The policy in this operations environment is to discourage
long=-duration jobs by charging them more per execution minute
as the job progresses in time on the computer. A further
discrimination is made between day and night jobs; it is cheaper
to run at night. It is clear that these policies are not
constructed to benefit a system such as SPIRES/BALLOTS 1. A
further problem is a lack of guaranteed access to the system
from a terminal; there are over 200 terminals connected to
the system and only 60 can be in use simultaneously,

The niodel 67 is currently approaching its capacity, at
least during peak periods., These periods occur near
mid=-term and final examination time or roughly eight timas
per year. During su~h intervals the exacution backlog grows
long, and it is difficult to gain access to the svstem
through a terminal.

ON-LINE EXECUTIVE PROGRAM

The SPIRES/BALLOTS § Supervisor is an on-line executive prosran
designed and developed by project personnel to service
several on-line users simultaneously. The purpose of an
on-line executive program is to regulate the conpetition for
service and resources amcng several terminal users. The
program attempts to insure that each user gets a reasonable
share of available execution time. Experience with the
SPIRES/BALLOTS | supervisor has demonstrated the feasibility
of the approach taken; response time averages three seconds
for simple search requests.

TERMINAL HANDLER

The terminzl handier performs the actual input/output
operations between remote terminal locations and the main
computer. Itz role is that of a middleman standing between
the terminal lines and the on-line executive program. This
function is currently discharged by MILTEMN, a prozram
provided by t.ie Campus Facility installation. Part of the
program resides in the main storage of the Model 67, and the
rest in a smaller computer (PDP-9) to which the terminal
lines are attached.
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ON=-LINE DATA COLLECTOR/TEXT EDITOR

The purpose of this program is to allow the on-line
collection of input data for later use by batch computer
runs. |t further allows correction ani modification of such
data at the character level, This facility has been found
extremely useful in gathering data to be used in file
building; most users have chosen it in lieu of punched cards
and found it easier and cheaper than less flexible
alternatives.

The need for a Nata Collector/Text Editor is currently
satisfied by WYLBUR, which is part of the Campus Facility
installation software. It has been found to be excellent in
all respects save one: |t require: the user to backup his
files, rather than provide such service automatically.

FILE SUPPORT

The basis for any information storage and retrieval
system is the collection of files it handles. These files
may or may not have any connection among themselves. For
examdle, the entire collection may contain files related to
personnel records, medical data, or bibliosraphic data
concerning published documents. There is no restriction on the
information that can be stored and no two distinct groups of
flles need have a relationship.

Files within the collection that are connected or
related to one another in some predetermined way are defined
toc be a set of related files. The system supports two types
of related files: principal and statistical. '

Principal files serve as the basis of operation for the
user within the system. I[n these he accumnulates his primary
data: texts, abstracts or other data elements, their
associated access indexes, and file characteristics.

Statistical files contain information on the contents
and usage of corresponding principal fites.

RECOVERY/RELIABILITY

The Campus Facility System fails at least once every 36
hours, and sometimes more often. The incidence of fallure may
seem high, but realistically speaking, the system has excellent
reliability for such a complex collection of facilities, Such
failures, however, can cause an unacceptable loss of a large
continually updated file.

Recover of files whose integrity has been lost in such
situations is accomplished by periodically copying the file
to magnetic tape (called dumping) and recopying back to disk
(called restoring) following the failure. 1t has proved
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economical to dump a file after each one-hour aggregate of
file building time.

AVAILABILITY

The current SPIRES/BALLOTS files are available during
the day and most of the night. The on-line executive
program, however, is not. At the present time, there is no
regularly scheduted SPIRES/BALLOTS service block, and users
must bring SPIRES/BALLOTS into execution themselves. As
discussed ahove, they pay premium prices as a result.

11.0 LONG-RANGE SCOPE, SHARED FACILITIES

BALLOTS and SPIRES witll share common saoftware/hardware
facilities. It is difficult to predict the nature of
application areas to be added in the future. in theory, any
new appllcation requiring on-line starage and manipulation
of data can be accomodated. A necessity therefore exists to
implement all shared facilities in a generalized, modular
fashion to facilitate additions at the application level.

With the exception of added utility programs, there
will be little expansion of shared facilities beyond the
SPIRES/ BALLOTS 11 effort. Applications added later will be
designed to interface with SPIRES/BALLOTS shared facilities,
and will cause few perturbations at the shared facility
level.

It follows that the long-range scope is identical to
the scope for implementation in 1370-71.

12,0 FIRST IMPLEMENTATION SCOPE, SHARED FACILITIES

Below is a list of those facilities whose sharability
is certain. As the detailed analysis and zeneral design
phases proceed, it may become apparent that other faciiities
may be generalized and shared (e.g., a batch update that
works for both library and GISR users). Since no certainty
now exists with regard to such facilities, they are treated
separately In the two preceding sections.

COMPUTER OPERATIONS ENVIRONMENT

The operations environment for SPIRES/GALLQTS (1 will
e a Data Facility. The hardware chosen will be only large
enough to service present applications, with later
augmentation as growth dictates. Procedural orientation
within the facility will emphasize data handling rather than
computation. High priority will be placed on the recovery
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of lost data as well as resumption of service to other
users,

The Data Facility will handle long-duration and
non-terminating jobs as well as short-duration utility jobhs,
There will be a greater guarantee of access to the machine
during normal working hours, and machine resources will be
provided once access is gained, Since the pressure of
dominant, cyclic workloads will be absent, access contention
will exist only within the data facility user group.

ON-LINE EXECUTIVE PROGRAM

All services provided by the SPIRES/UALLOTS | Supervisor
will be provided in SPIRES/BALLOTS Il. VDesign goals will include
a maximum of flexibillty and generality to facilitate the addition
of new applications. Another desired feature is changeability of
the user command language without resort to reprogranmming.
The lansuage must be auzmentable through the addition of new
applications as well as changrable to whatever new
exprerience dictates.

TERMINAL HANDLER

All services now provided by MILTEN running in the
Model 67 and the PDP-9 will be provided by the new system.
This could happen through the adaptation of MILTEN or scme
other pre-existing package to the new environment.

One additional condition to he met is the accessability
of the data facility not only through new data facility
terminals (CRT's, CRT's with hard copy, and 2741 '
typewriters) but also through the present cainpus
communications network (2741's presently installed and
hooked to the Campus Facility).

ON=-LINE DATA COLLECTOR/TEXT EDITOR

A1l facilities now provided by WILBUR will exist as
part of the new shared facilities. As with the terminal
handler, this could happen through the adaptation of Campus
Facility software, iBM software, or some presentily unknown
alternative. An additional feature will be the use of the
text-editing capability in conjunction with on-line updating
of data files.

FILE SUPPORT

The system will support, in addition to the principal
and statistical files mentioned in 10.0, two other file
categories: historical and holding.

Historical files are of two types. The first includes
accumulations of transaction records that have updated
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principal files., Their role in file recovery is descrihed
helow. The second type captures records deleted from
principal files. This provides an alternative to the
re~keyboarding of deleted records whern their reuse becomes
desirable, Both types of files will generally be retained as
magnetic tape files,

Holding files are temporary files of data selected from
principal files., These will fulfill the input requirements
of scheduled hatch prucesses or satisfy individual standing
requests from users for selective reporting.

RECOVERY/RELIABILITY

Since files are the basis of the system, their
reliability is extremely important. Iinformation should not
be irrecoverably lost or damaged in any way by user error,
machine malfunction, or program problems., Should a file
become damaged or destroyed, a set of methods must exist for
immediately re-creating an image of the file as it was just
prior to the malfunction, and quickly restoring service.

The following discussion describes two techniques that wiil
he used to achieve this.

1. SIMPLE COPY/RESTORE At specified intervals, a set
of files is copied to magnetic tape. |If the on-line version
of those files suffers damage or is lost, the marnetic tapes
can be recopied back on-line, thus restoring the files to
their status as of the last copy to tape. In cases where
few updates have occured in the intervening period, this
method may be sufficient providing absolute file integrity is
not required.

2. COPY/RESTART This method is similar to the simple
copy/restore, with one enhancement: the history fitle,
containing all adds, deletes, and changes to the file since
the last copy, will be used to update the restored version
to the condition of the file just prior to the malfunction.
This is done when a file has undergone many changes since
being copied to tape, and absolute file integrity is required.

AVAILABILITY/SECURITY

The availability of file sets has several aspects:
service hours, public vs, private files, multiple users of
files, and file security., All file sets and all information
withln those sets are not available to everyone at all
times. Some files may be available for on-line retrieval at
specified times during a day (if those files are on=line
during that time) and perhaps availahle for batch
maintenance at some other time. OQOther files may be
concurrently available for retrieval and maintenance,
Implying on-line maintenance. There may be another category
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of files which are kept off-line and only placed on-line at
the request of the user.

The avallability of files to the user community also
depends upon the status (public or private) which has been
defined for those files. Public files can be accessed by
anyone who deslres to ohtain information from them. Some
large public files contain information received from a
national bibliographic service via magnetic tane . A file
may belong to a particular user who .naintains the file and
has complete responsibility for it. Such a file may be
termed a personal file and still be available publicly, e.g.
hibliographic data rezarding a professor's private library.
Private files can be accessed by a restricted nuaber of
userc, possibly only the person responsible for that file.
Thare are several variations on the public/private concept.
Access to a file may be unrestricted; changing data within
the file may be restricted to one or a. few persoans and still
allow unrestricted query. Alternatively, access to a file may
he partially restricted such that only a portion of a file or
a certain set of data elements is available to zeneral users.

There may be several users of the entire systemn at any
nne time. |If a file is available to more than one user,
there may be two or more users accessing information from
the same file simultaneously. One user is not refused
access to information in a file because information in that
file is already being accessed by another {unless both users
are attempting to update at the same time).

The ability to maintain files as public, private, or
semiprivate is dependent upon a file security facility.
T“ecurity must exist at these levels:

1. Files must be secured against access by anyone
not having authorization. :

2. Specified data elements within a file must
be secured against access by anyone not having
authorization,

3. Files must be secured against modification by
anyone other than the file manager or persons
given authorization by him,

Security at all levels could be effected throush the use of

group or individual passwords. A password is a string of
characters which has been specified by the file manager as a

key to gain access to his file. A searcher not responding to a
request for the correct password would be denied his request for
information retrieval, Other implementation possibilities include
user definition of a security algorithm appronriate to a
particular set of files.
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ACCOUNT ING

It will be necessary to design and imnlement accounting
software to gather information for customer billing. This
software must he sophisticated enough to distinzuish between
a user whose support requirements are small, and one who has
complex requirements. Customer charges must accurately
reflect machine resources actually utilized., ith the
exception of overhead rates, there will bhe nn hidden subsidy
of expensive facilities by customers not actually using
them.

Such software is difficult to implement. This fact is
reflected by a general lack of vendor acconunting support
until recently. 1In spite of this fact, it may be possible
to adapt software developed elsewhere for this purpose, such
as the System Management Facilities packase distributed by 131,

CHARACTER SETS AND SYMBOL REPRESENTATI!ION

The capability will be provided ts display or
translitaerate special symbols; for example:

... Mathematical symbols

.+. Symbols used in the physical sciences
.+s Greek letters

»+s» Dlacritical marks

Wherever direct display is not feasible, a notation such as
'A = =ALPHA®', could be used.

REPORT GENERATION

The capability (consistent with security) to select, format,
and list data base elements will be provided on a batch basis.
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~APPENDIX M: Search Guides for PPF and IPF

2 A oD

SAMPLE PREPRINT SEARCH *

Physieiot X

NAME?
Sign-on ACCOUNT?  XXXX
KEYWORD? XXX
TERMINAL? XXX
COMMAND?  SPIRES : ) 1
delcome to SPIRES. For information use the SHOW NEWS command .
Specify
Data SEARCH? PREPRINT
Collection. ’/"\
' T} FIND? STTAUTHOR gp11 -mann O AUTIIOR “feynman NOTES
K :

author search for Gell-mann

author search for R. Feynman

Author & ?
Date Searcl

date searc

L3
.
'

L

OPTION?

F L

FIND?

Citation
Search

__J BACKUP?

FIND2

Title word
Search ?

orPTION?
TO SPIRES?
TO SP1RES?
OPTION?

*For a much more

citation search for PHRVA,62,85

SPIRES RE HERENCE MANUAL.

20 document (5) accumulatecd
DATE AFTER 1/68

h after Feb-1-1968
2 document {s) acfumulated -

TYPE LENGTH 80 |

RESTART

CITATION PIHRVA, 62,85

5 documents accumulated

date from May 1968 thru 1 dee 196 \

0 document(s) accumulated
no

title rhoff and not title. pi and ot title pi-#
20 documents accunulated
not ti pion#

OPTION?

Each new search begins
with a FIND?

The ? indicates
continuation of the
previous search.

~‘The OR logic

broadens the search.

The AND and the NOT
logic, narrow the searcl

AND is understood after
? unless OR is stated.

‘Default line length for

a listing is 120 char.
For an 8-1/2" page
width, specify TYEE

LENGTH 80,

To interrupt a listing,
push ATTIN button.

To continue in the sare,
search after an inter- -
Tupt, respond :
SEARCH

15 documents accumulated
author Anderson

" s e

To start a new scarch
respond: ? RESTART <57
OPTION? RESTART

2 documents accumulated

backup

search results reset to last 15 documents
type length gg

“0 ee g4

BACKUP takes you one
step back within your
furrent search.

TO SPIRES lets you send
a message to us,

v————rans m—
. =

; , . , Y
to gpires - gripé: gripe;. praise, praise. signed |

Physicist X,

LOGOFF ends the
session.,

lcarriage return]
logoff & _
detailed description of the SPIRES search language,
Cuples are available in the SLAC Library,

consult the
%2411,
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’ EPTRES PRITRINT REARCH
Guicie Gulda
“Coitents of PRIPRINY "dala coilection' SHARCIILG
Abbrev. |
1. Bihlicgraphic information and AUTHOR (A)
journal citations for 5000 ‘
experimental and theorctical TITLE (1)
hirh-cnerey physles preprints DATE (D)
rceeived in the SLAC library date after

cince  March 1968. {We're
also including instrumentation
preprints since 1/69.)

The data base is updated (with
"next week's" preprints) each

date before
date from --thru --

CITATION (c)

733
SPECTAT WEATURES:
125

i used as Lruncation

signal with author's
nameo and title words.
Must be preceded by a
minimum of 3 characters.

AUTIOR SCHWAR{
TITLE PI-§
TITLE PIOTOPROD)

may be ured to
enclose regerved
words Tor searching,
example, C is reserved
as the abbreviation for
citation. To search for
title C use TITLE "C".

1" "

For

AUTHORTS NAMES

Thursday evening (barring human LOGIC
or electronic disaster).
2. Bibliographic information for all AND
SLAC reports, pubs, and trans. -
Citations are entered for pubs ARD l\'OT.
dated later than Apr. 1968. OR
TITLE TERMINOLOGY OPTION?
The current character set lacks SEARCH
Greek letters, superscripts, sub- RESTART )

scripts, and other special
characters. The following are a

Tew of the commonly used substi-
tutes:

pi-minus pi-plus~-minus
pi-zero anti-K

pi-plus anti-p

rho-minus K-L-3

K-plus He-k
LAMBDA-plus anti-e-neutrino

etc.

(If you've been reading the
"PPF" preprint list which has
been produced from the SPIRES
data since Jan 1969, you'll be
familiar with most of these
conventions.)

TYPE (shozt form output)

LENGTH #4 (for 8-1/2"
width, uge 8C

TYPE EXTENDED

SHOW NEWS

SHOW OPTIONS

TO SPIRES

TO CPERATOR

EXIT

MILTEN

LOGOTF

UPPER & LOWEER CASE

are ignorced in search lanpuage.
Commands may be given in all
lower, all upper or any combin-
ation.

BACKUP
(ALL SEARCH COMMANDS)
(ALL OPTIONS)

BACKUP?

ﬂ

CONLLIRUATION

Q

RIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

& at end of line conlinues
statencnt 4o nexl line.

YES (rescts to previcusly
collected group of
documents )

50  {starts ucw scarch)

may be written

FIND?
FIND?
FIND?

author J. Smith
author Smith, J.
author J.A., Smith

(each example will find
James A. Smith and
John Smith, etc.)

DATE

may be written almost
any way:

12 Jul 1968

7/12/68

T-12-68

7-68

July 12, 1968
etc.

CITATION

must be written
Journal, Volume, Pagé

'FIND? C PURVA, 1h40B,1686
where PHRVA is a standard
five letter CODEN for
the Phys. Rev.

Nuove Cim. KUCIA
Phys. Rev. PHRVA
Phys.Rev.Let« PRLTA
Phys. Let. PHLTA
Nucl. Phys. NUPHA

Tor other comuonly used
CODEN, see Rel. Manual
or call SLAC Library,

x 2hl1.
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NOTES ON CITATION SEARCHING IN THE SPIRES "PREFRINT"

DATA COLLECTION

A citation cearch in SPIRES enebles you to find recent papers which
cite an earlier journal erticle. For instance, you can locate all
the recent preprints which cite your Phys. Rev. Ietters srticle

of Jenuary 1968.

For a SPIRES citation search, you will need a bona fide Journal
reference. {Sorry, no proceedings, books, or preprints.) The
search statement is:

i

FIND? citation PHRVA,168,1858

l lFirst page

olume

Five letter abbreviation (CODEN) for journal
The example above will 1. :ate all preprints which have cited:

A. Pais and S.B. Treiman, "Pion Phase-Shift Information
from K-L-k Decays, " Phys. Rev. 168, 18)8 (1968).

A fevi commonly used CODEN abbreviations are given on the "Quick Guide"
sheet. A more complete list is included in the SPIRES REFEENCE MANUAL.

The citation search frequently provides an excellent subject approach
to the preprint collection. It is important, however, to choose two
or more key articles which are not likely to be cited for a variety
of subjects other than the one for which you arc searching.

The sample citation search on the attached page locstes papers on strong
coupling theory which have cited two earlier articles in Helvetica
Physica Acta and Physical Review.

RN




EXTENDED FORM
(  ON-LINLC
COMPUTER OUTPUT

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

STANFORD UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES

search using BALLOTS/SPIRES on-line search system

USER

Sample
COMPUTER —> COMMAND?  spires €
PROMPTS APPEAR| ~
IN UPPER CASE * WELCOME TO SPIRES
! SEARCH? ipf
FIND?

RESPONSES ARE
IN LOWER CASE

author martin and title computer and date after 1968

AUTHOR SEARCH FOR ...MARTIN
TITLE WORD SEARCH FOR ...COMPUTER
DATE SEARCH FOR...AFTER 1968

1 REFERENCE(S) ACCUMULATED

7 type extended

rID:

TITLE:

AUTHOR:

DATE:

TOTAL PRICE:
PLACE/PUBLISHER:
ORDER INFORMATION:
BUDGET ACCOUNT NUMBER:
SERIES STATEMENT:
TYPE OF PROCUREMENT:
MATERTAL RECEIPT:
INVOICE RECEIPT:
BUDGET AMOUNT:

LMAIN ENTRY INDICATOR:

OPTION?

jw/sjb
9/23/69

10523-2

Telecommunications and the computer.

Martin, James

1969

$14.25

Prentice-Hall

lc

NTHOO1

Prentice~Hall series in automatic computation

po
7/23/69;s
7/28/6935;A15946893
$14.25; $.72

a



4 STANFORD UNIVERSITY 128
Project SPIRES/BALLOTS On-Linc Scarching
Septomber 26, 1969

PROMPT RESPONSE EXPLANATION
SEARCH? ipf Library [In Process File] - -

. ] ; . FILES
preprint High Encrgy Physics AVAILAPLE
afhisT [African History] TO‘SFA{éH
geology Geology Periodicals o
eric [Education Resources

Information Center ]
FIND? a Author] -
ca Corporate Author ] Sy
cf Conference Author ] INDERED
. DATA
ti Title ] ELEMERTS
d Date] (Subset of other index cntries) =
id ID Number ] ,
tp Topic] (Not used ror ipf and preprint)

LOGICAL
and CONNECTORS
nor
or

1 (DATA ELEMENTS - sce above)
(LOGICAL CONNECTORS - see above)
backup (returns search to previous step)
restart (clcars present search)
type (lists short form of output)
type extended {lists entire copy)
OFTION? restart (clears present search)
search (continues present search)
type
type extended
exit (exits user from SPIRES)
show news (lists out news about system)
BACKUP? yes
no
to spires (Legal after all prompts except BACKUP? allows

user to send comments on the use of the systenm
to the SPIRES group.)

? serves as an implicitand”between lines,

Search statcments may be constructed on any word or words

in the title, and on any form of the author which includes surnames,
Search statements may be continued beyond one line by use of the
symbol @,

Words #nd namcs may be truncated after the third letter by use of
the pound sign: c,g. Smif,

Date searches must always follow another element search.

Date searches are formated: d 1969: d before 1969; d after 1968;

d from 1965 thru 1968,

Two digit year representations and standard abbreviations for months
are accepted,

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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