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MARTIN W. ESSEX

Superintendent of Public Iastruction
Dhio Department of Education

Foreword

In the recent decades we have experienced
startling communications advancements, as-
tounding developments in the computer pro-
cess, and sophisticated combination of the
computer and tl:ie communication process into
a systems arrangement. The most far-reaching
event of this century, however, may well be
that as a result of this technological revolu-
tior, muscles have been removed from the
employment market. With cataclysmic swift-
ness millions of people have been rendered
unemployable.

Changing conditions produce new oppor-
tunities and new challenges. Today adult
education must play a much greater role than
in the past. Retraining and reentry into the
educational system has never besn more im-
portant for people who are not adequately
prepared for employment and citizenship.

In Ohio we have now begun to move in
a direction so that the state is a participating
member in support of adult education. Con-
tinued state support, emnphasis upon the im-
portance of adult education, and the sharing
of successful practices through conferences
and publications such as this can maintain
our momentum and move us closer to provid-
ing more Ohioans with meaningful lives and
employment,

Martin W. Essex
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