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"Factors Influencing The Development Of Outdoor Education" -
a dissertation completed in 1968 ~ was intended to serve as
a gulde to those who might seek historical data on specific
factors and events which influenced the development of outdoor
education, One section of the study was devoted to an analysis

© of the growth and devalopment of outdoor education on a

geographic basis, The ssection contained, amongst others, a
statement on the history of outdoor education in New York State.
While not treating specific programs in depth nor attempting to
recognize the totality of significant individual leaders, the
sectlon did attempt to capture a broad-based pattern of growth
and developments On the recommendation of several readers and
the action of the Executive Committee of the New York State
Outdoor Education Association, the author has undertaken this
brief monograph ; i1ts content is dedicated to outdoor education
leadership in WNew York State~ past, present, and fubture.

In addition to basic historical data, the formal dissertation
contained a set of jury-validated basic concepts of outdoor
education. Validated by a jury of experts in the field, these
concepts have been included in the monograph as the generally=-
accepted principles of outdoor education,

‘Chapter headingé and page numbers for the two sections
excerpted and reproduced in this printing have been left as
they were in the original dissertation. '




THE BASIC CONCEPTS OF OUTDOOR EDUCATION

This study traces the factors that have influenced
the growth wnd development of Outdocor Education in the
Unitéd States. The primary'techniﬁue used in the reseaﬁch
is the anclysis-synthesis technigue, coupled with the in-
ductive method of reasoning for formulating hypotheses as
tentative statements of conclusion. Basic to an understand-
ing of the factors and resultant interrelationships that
have influenced the growth and development of Outdoor Iducae-
tion is an understending of the underlying concepts which
relate to the role and the objectives of outdoox education,
Concepts, for the purpose of this study, are geheraliéations
which have been forimad from pariicular statements made by
autharitiés Lo the field., For cach statement of general
concept, a minimum of three statements of evidence have been
culled from the professional literature. In accordance with
the methodology which was outlined in the chapter on Pro=-
cecdures in thig study, the statements of concept were prow-
sented to a qualified jury for validation, On the basis of
necessary revisions which were {rccommended) by jury re=-
sponse, the following concepts have been formulated as the

generally-accepted principles of outdoor education.




Concegt l

outdoor education is a maethod of education., It ine-

cludes the nege of the cut~of=doors for the study of all

arcas of the curriculu: when the subject matter can best be

%
oo

learned out-~of=Gdocrs.

Concept 2 |

The outdoor education mathod,encourages the use of
the environment outside the classroom and includes such exe
peri&nées as field trips, excursions, vocational agriculture,

and a school camp.39

Concept 3
Outdoor education is not a separate discipline or a

separate area of study such as history, English, arithmetic,
40

P IS Py a o p
or other subject matter arsas,

53]

s, "haoic Considorations in Outdoor’ and Canpe
tion,% Tha Bulletin of the National Assocl -~
ot

of Scecondory SCROOL veincivals, May, 1947, De wo.
See alpo: Friet and Peterson, Design for Outdoor Ldu~
cation, Yakima: P.8. Printers, Inc,, 1956, P. &, aad
aarees Mand, Outdeor Edueoation, New York: J. Lowall
Pratt, 1967, ph. 2i=28.

39. . A, Gabrielsen and Charles Holtzer, Outdoor Education,
New Yorks. Center for Applied Research in Educauion,
Inc., 1965, pp. 20-26, See also:s Smith, Carlson,
Denaldson, and Masters, Outdoor Education. Englewood
Cliffs: Prentice-Ball, Inc., 1963, pPp. 49=-54, 95«~103.,
and Denver Fox, *The Outdoor Education Curriculum at
the Elementaxy School Level ,® Journal of Educational
Sociology, May, 1950, p. 533,

40, Jobkn W, Hug and Phylis Wilson, Curriculum Enyxichment
Outdoors. New York: Harper and Row, 1365, pPe. 2. See




Concept g

Cutdoor education is not intended to replace textbook
learning, Rather it is designed to provide direct rather
than vicarious experiences foxr students on tgg basis that

the efficiency of education is increased in direct propor=
41

tion to that direct experience.

Concept 5 | \
Through outdoox education, learning becomes a mutual
42

process and experlence fox both pupil and teachers,

Concent & .

rducation cannot be divorced from life; it cannot be

fragmented, ZEducation is a whole process which occurs on a

algo: Smith, et, al., Qutdosy Education, F. 19, and William
Frecborg and Loven Layldr, Pocgrens o outdeor Education,
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Chorles Thomas Plolisner, 4vov, pe 18, and Hugh B,
Moicn, "Outdoor Education, Frederick County School
Systoem, Maryland,¥ Action Models. The Pinchot Ingti=-
tute, 1967, p. 17,

|7 P SL Ay o - . T g > " w g e, - % - . . Y
41, 7oovd Be Sharp, Brtendino Iducction Through Carplng.
. . a4 Sy X puing eyt Py
Now York: Life CUIDS, LnCe, Lu4Y, p. LU4e S0e alsos
4 ¢ " p 9 p L4 >
Ceell Garrison, Outdoor Education. Epringfields

42, George W. Donaldson., "Living and Learning Outdoors,®
The School Enccutive (Pebruary, 1945), vpe. 05-66, See
also: Hugh B. Hestors, “Values of School Caping,”
Journal of Health, Physical Education and Regreation,
Vol. 22, Ro. & (Januaxy, 4954y, pe 45, and Jay L. Nash,
*Why a School Camping Program," The Journal of Educa=-
tional Socioloay, Vol, 23, No. 9 (kay, 1550), p. 504,




continuing basis.43

Concept 7

Outdeor education enhances the goals of conservation
by enablinqyggudgnts to deﬁeiép a.reverence foxr life through
-an}acaioéicél éxplaration of the interdependence of living
things and assists them in developing a land ethiec which il=

lustrates man's temporary stewardship of the land.44

ancept §_

The major emphasis in education should be the teach=
ing of attitudes, appreciation, understanding, and expreéﬁ
sion rather than the mastery of techniques and bodies of

) 4
factual information. S

43, Freeberg and Tavlier, Outdoor Bducation, p. 30. Sece
also: John J. Kixk, YOutdoor Zcucatiocn: VYesterday,
Today and Tomorrow,” Now Jersey School of Conscrvation,
1966, po 1, and D, Willard Zahn, Bevond the Status Quo
in Qutdoor Rducation. A Statement to the Thizdg National
Conierence on Outdoor Education, Washington, 1966, pe. 3.

44, John J. Kirk, An Address to the International Associa=-
tion for Health, PHVGLCAL S400acion and RooreatiOle
July 78, 1667, vancouver, Canada, Ps g Sce aisos
Garrison, Cutdoor Education, p. 4, and Helen Heffernan,
“They Grow Nine Feet iligh," Childhocod Education (October

45, Harry Thompson, "Basic Guides for the Establishment and
Developrent of School Outdoor Education.® Unpublished
doctoral dissertation, Teachers College, Columbia Uni-
versity, 1955, pp. 13=15, See also: HMand, Qutdoor ‘
Education, pp. 29=31, and L, B. Sharp, Living and g
Learning in the Out-of-Doocrs. ' A brochure oi the Out- |
door Education Association, IfnC., NeDe |
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Concept 9
Outdoor education provides the opportunity to acguire
basic' skills, attitudes, and appreciation for leisure-time

pursuits.46

Concept 10

Outdoor education provideé a setting that can make
teaching more creative; several teaching methods and pro=-
cesses can be planned, executed, and evaluated in a rela=-

tively short time, o ,

Concept L1 ‘

cutdoor education provides for total community plan—
ning and the use of rescurces and leadership found therein.
Planning for cutdoor educaticon and the flexibility of its

administrative procedures provides for the meximum use of

46, Julian W, Swith, "The Outdcor IDducsvion Frojectl’s First
Year,” The Journal of Health, Phvsical Education and
Recraation (Octobeyr, 1956}, p. i%. &See algo: &mith,
The Outdoor Education Project, A Drochure. Washingtons
The American Associzclon for Healith, Phvsical BEducation

- and Recreation, 1956, and Gabrielsen and Holtzer, Qut-
dooxr Dducation, pp. 8-10. S

47, Julian W, Swith, Cutdoor Eduvcation. The Classroom
Teachers Series in nealth, pPhysical Education and
Recreation. Washingtons merican Association for
Health, Physical Educaticn <nd Recrcation, 1956, p. 7.
See alsos Lawrence Conrad, “The Teacher Out of Doors,®
The Bulletin of the National Association of School
PrinCipals, ppe 36«30, and Hug and wilsoh, Curriculum
Enrichment Qutdoors, pp. 4=5.-
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many of the educational resources of the c:ommum‘.t:y.‘28

Concept 12

. Modern conditiconz of living have incrmqsed the need

for outdoor education.49

Concept 13

The great majority of children have access to the
physical universe through abstractions rather than through

first-hand experience.so

Concept 14

Outdoor education is one way in which schools help

48, M. A, Gabrielsen, "Leadership for Outdoor Education,”
The Journal of Bducational Sociclogy, Vol., 23, No. 9
{Hay, 1050), Dpe. D4i-545, Gee ailso: George W
Donaldson, School Camping. A Position Paper for the
North Henpstead, New York, School Disgtricts?! Title IIX
Project, 1967, p. 17, and Caswell Miles and Charles
Lewls, Outdoor Education and Consexvation Education
Curriculum Stq%gu Mineola: Recreacion Publishing Co.,

49. L. B. Sharp and E, Dedlton Partridge, "Some Histozrical
Backgrounds of Camping,® The Bulletin of the Naticnal -
Association of Secondary Sonood Principoals, vVol. 31
(May, L1944, PDe 15<17. Eee also: 8. D. Shankland,

“rhe Need for Outdoor Education Todaw,” The Bulletin of
the Rational Association of Secondary ESchood Prigpipa?ﬁ,
P. 9, and Julian ¥, &mith, “The Scope of Outdooy Lduca=
tion,® The Bulletin of the National Association of "
Secondayy SChoGL Brincipals (May, 1960), Pe L1506,

50, Julian W, Smith, "Outdoor Resources for Learning
: Science,® The dmerican Biology Teacher, March, 1931, p.
56. See alsos L. F. Hadsell, "The Congervatione
Natural Resource Use Workshép,® The American Biclog
Teacher, March 1951, pp. 58-59, and Lioyd B. Sharp,
“iihy Outdoor and Camping Education,” The Journal of Edu-
cational Sociology, Vol. 12 (January, 1948), p. 314,




the child grow in accordnnce with the general aims of educa-
tion and tha specific aims of subject matter, Through this
medium, the school can help the child live his today to the
fullest, and prepare to meet an unknown-tomorrow with knowle

edge, skill, an&-ﬁlexibility.SI

Concept 15

The objectives and goals of ,education are frequently
adjusted to the changes which occur in soclety. In 1918,
the National Education Association®s Commission on the Re-
organization of Secondary Schools developaed the "Seven
Cardinal Objectives® for e&ucation; These included health,
cormand of fundamental procesges, citizenship, character,
home: mewbership, vocational effleiency, and tha worthy use
of leisure. In 1938, NEA's BEducational Policies Commission
listed the goals of education in terms of four catogories of
aimss the objectives of celferealization, human relatienships,
cconomic efficiency, and civic responsibility. The follow=

ing outdoor cducation activitics enhance thege commonly ac-

cepted educational goals and aimss

l. Self-Realiration

Outdoor education offers many opportunities

51, Western School Study Council., Beyond Four Wallss A
Gulde to School Camping and Outdoor Education. The Uni-
versity of Burfalo, 1958, Dps 4=3. See alsos John W,
Studebaker, "Camping in Education and Education in
Camping," School Life, July, 1948, Vol. 30, No. 10, p.

2, and JulTan W. Smith, "The Scope of Outdoox Education,"
The Bulletin of the National Association of Seconda

School principals, vol. 44, No. 44 (May, 1560), pp. ESS-
-L.)ﬁ.
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for the individual to engege in experiences
which aid him to acaicve the objectives of
salf~realization., wature~oriented activie
tics and projecta in tha outdoor setting

can be uvood o stiuvalate individual maturity,
achicvanent, rocogoaition, and creativity.

e woin- " -
*d«'feu . "‘M.‘...-S

Loglgnnonts for Sield trips and projects
where porfornance involves inter-group ree-
lotionshipte

Trorovanmeny n pheaical fitneze ond healthe
&

s
&

ful living seivalotes pride in celdl,

pPosdornanas of ccnmunity service projects
helps “o idantily intexdependenct,

Exsorionces in ¢hoe congervation and wise
2 onneursl resowices helns one to undere
sehdps between aatural and

Tosdoor education oxperioncos nrovidoe fox
polieconfrontation with respuct to bagic
humon needs such oo food, clothing, and
ghelter,

outdoor educaticn helps one to acgulre

cutdooy liviag askills, mowlodge, cad atil-

el N
- : 3

Humapn Relationshins

3
wt

gutdoor cducuticr field tuise and wooldont
exporionces in outdcor educoilon CInLILL
provide common grovsds of undonstonding wad
expericnce for children with diveroe backe-
grounds. Personal dignity and ¢hoe concept
of the rights of individuals is enhanced
through the informality of the outdcor edu-
catlon setting.

Bxampled

The outdoor aducation experience provides

‘a variety of sociecl szettings,

The school comp can take on the image of
a school=-centered conmunity.




3.

4.

3G

Living in the outdooxs is infoxmal and
sinple.

Living at an outdoor aducation center foge
ters qualitles of worth, achlevement, and hew
havior rathex than the typical values ©of ma=-
torialism which are more frequently encoun=
tered in traditional soclal settings.

Pupil-teacher relationships are seen in
diffoxent light; tha “counselor image® tends to
supplant the "disciplinarian image,"

Economic Efficiency ,

Outdoor education can provide the oppoxw=
tunity to acquire skills which can lead to
avocational as well a&s vocational and profese
sional employment,

Exannles .

Trail okills, the setting up of camp, and
consarvation projects foster care and pride
in workmanship.

Spocific projects and assignments and choxes
may lead to vocational and profescsional eme
ploymenty i.c., recrecational fazcilities sere
vice gkille and professional instructional

" positions. .

Community service projects can rosult in
naeded facilities and the improvement of
lands, . .

Civic Ronoennibility

Outdooyr education includes many opportuniw
ties for education in eivic responsibility.
Leaderohip in the conduct of projects and
outdoor education activities provides experi-
ences in the assumption of responsibilities
and the proccesses of group dynamics,

Examples

On~the=~land experiences can aid the indiw
vidual in his attempts to understand the

" human dependence on natural resources and

the need for responsible citizenship prace
tices.,
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Cooperation through community effoxrts fogme
ters group and individual concepts of civic
responsibility.

Committeocs and councils denonstrate suce
cessful and cojective democratic processes.

Outdeus programs axe conducive to a maxis

num amount of freedom and permissiveness
that is accompanied by orderly planning.52

Concept 16

Of all the benefits of outdoor education, the most
important aspect in terms of accepted educational theory is
the resuliant which is derived from the premise that outdoor
education is hased on what is known about how children learn
best--ly doing, seeing, and through.the use of all the other

.
senscs,°3

Conecpt 17

Of importance to the growth and developmant of oute
door cducation is the proper oricntation and txaining of

teachers and administrotors to the techniques of outdoorx

52, uwith, ct. al., Outdoor Educciion, pp. 30-32. See alsog
cubzrielodn @nd HoltzZer, Oututor waducation, ppe. 13-15,
and Lloyd 3. Sharp, Extending sducation through Canping.

Rew Yorks DLife Camps, LhCep, L9020, Ppe 47+55e

53, Julian W. Smitli, Outdoor Education. Washingtene: The
Anarican Association jor Heaith, physical Bducation and
Racrcation, 1956, p. 7. See also: Jack George, A
Natural for Kew lompshire Youth. Concord: The State
BUucae.on Departient, NeD., and Morris Wiener, "Develop=
ing a Rationale for Cutdoor Education.® Unpublished
doctoral dissertation, Michigan State University, 1965,

PPe 205=209, S
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Summary Concept Statement

Outdoor cducation is a direct, simple method of
learning that extends the curriculum to'tha out~of~dooxs for '
the purpose of learning. It is based on the discovery ap-
proach to learning and it appeals to the use of the sensegew
audio, visual, taste, touch, and smell——for‘obéervation and

pexrception.

54, Paul E, Havrison, "Education CGoeg Outdoors,” The Journal
of +he American Association of Health, Phvsical Lducaw
Tion and Recroation, Vol. 26, No. 10 (Decenbexr, L1953), -
P. 20. See alsos Julian W, Smith, "The Michigan Stoxy
of Camping and Outdeoor Education,® The Journal of Edu=-
cationr: Sociology, Vol. 23, Mo, 9 (Hay, 1950), Pe 512y
and R, U. Brewer, “Administrative Responsibilities for
Outdoor Educatdon,® The Illinois Journal of Education,
Vol. 55, No. 6 {December, LU04), PPe /=D |

v
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camping, and outdoor education., In 1955, &Smith terminated

& brief period of tenure at Michigan State University to ac~
cept the Directorship of the Amexican rssociation for Health,
Physical Education, and Recreation's Outdoor Education
Project. Writing many articles, travelling near and far to
tell the Michigan Story, giving dynamic leadexship to those
who are interested in embarking on outdoor education pro=
grans, Snith's efforts are taaﬁimoﬁy to that'piénéaring
leadershlp-which had great visions in oﬁtdoor education for

all children.

The New Yorlk: State Stoxy

The growth and development of outdoor education pro-
grams, inc¢luding resident school camping programs, has been
marked by a lack of both'aontinuiﬁy and unified intexest in
tiew York State. 3But this does not preclude lack of interest.
The movement in Hew York State has been marked by many pilot
projects, conferences, advising committees, and demonstra-
tions that have, until the present, not been realized in the
form of generally-accepted on=—going programs, At a 1967
mecting of the New York State Education Department Advisory
Committee on Outdoor and Conséxrvation Education one adminise-
trator was heard tc remark that the primary reason for the
lack of continuiﬁg interest in New York State was due to
| "lack of status." In MNew York State, at least, schoolmen
have not been ébla "to see" the realistic validity of, nor

- have they accepted all of the educational values which have




at times, lack of vision.

wl]le

been attributed to outdoor education and school camping.l28

Caswell Miles, long-time State Education Department advocate
of school camping and outdoor educ&tion and former Chief,
fureau of Physical Education and Recreation, stiributes the
status gquo in Naw'Yomk State to a series of untimely eventg=-
changes in the state executive branch, budget prcblems, and
129 |

Although the State has not éearad its resources to
provide facilities and prbgrams on a broad-based level, it
has nevertheless been taking several significént'steps over
the vyears. In 1944, for example,‘Naw vYork State was'the
first state in the union to enact an education law in the
arca of outdoor education, By establishing the legal au-
thority for boards of education to‘puxdha$0 canp sites'aﬁa
outdoor education areas, New York State has created the
legal basis, at least, for school distxibts to establish
camps and authorize appropriations for this apecific part
of the school program. The important education laws which
refer directly to school camping and outdoor education are
included in the State Education Laws No. 4301 and 4502, Law
No. 4501 refers specifically to the establishment of camps

and the authorization of appropriations by school districts:

128, New York State Advisory Committee om Outdoor and Con=-

servation BEducation Meeting, Novembar 14, 1967, Albany.

129, Miles, Personal Interview, Noverber 14, 1367,

e
o
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ARTICLE 21 ‘ ¥

- School Canmps

Section 4501, Establishment of camps by school districts
and appropriations authorized,

4501, Istablishment of camps by school districts
and appropriations avthorized, |

l. A school distxlct, acting through its board | 1
of education, is hereby authorized to egtablish to
canps on lands acquired by such school district by
purchase, gift, grant, devise, rent or lease or on
lands the use of which has otherwise beep acguired
by such school district for camp purposes. Also,
two oxr more school districts may jointly acguire
lands for camp purposeg in the same manner and es- .
tablish and operate such school camps thercon as |
joint projects within the limit of funds provided ’
therefore by the respective school districts and
in accordance with regulations approved by the
commissioner of education. Such camps shall be
used to furnish education, physical training,
recreation and maintenance for all children of
school age, whether in attendance at a public or
non~public school, and shall be under the jurisdic-
tion of the board of education of such schecol dige
trict., Such board may, however, fix a reasonable
fee to cover cost of food and instructional mae
terials, Such beard shall provide opportunity for g
children to receive instruction in such subjects
as such board may deem proper. Such board shall
prescribe the activities to be carried on and
shall set up rules and regulations for adwmission
to such camps and the conduct and discipline theree-
ofe. No child, whether in attendance at a public
or non=public school, shall be denied admission to
such a camp or physical training, recreation and
maintenance at such a camp, because of inability to o
pay any required costs or fees; but no child shall .
be entitled to free oducation, physical training,
recreation and maintenance in any such canp for a

- period in excess of two weeks during any one year,
unless the hoard of education prescribe and direct
£ | that physically handicapped or other children be
raintained for a longer period. The board of edu-
cation of such school district shall make a report
at the annual meeting »f such school district, of
matters relating to carrying cut the provisions of
this section. - .

L I - S T S T S, A
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2. Any such school district is hexeby aunthore
ized to appropriate in the manner prescribed by
law relating to such school district such sums as
may be necessary for the purpose of carxving out
the provisions of this section., MNeney shall be
paid out of the treasury of such school district
in the manner provided by law. "

3. The provisions ¢f thig section shiall not
apply_to the becard of education of tho cily ol New
York,130 |

Education Law No. 4502 provides for the establishment
of camps by city school districts and the authorization of
appropriate funds for the sames

Section 4502, Esteblishment of camps Ey city school dis~

tricts and appropriations authorized.

4502, Dstablishment of camps by city school dige
tricts and appropriations auvthorised,

1. A city sciuool district, acting through its
board of education, is hereby auvthorized to estabe-
lish camps on land provided therefore in parks ade-
jacont to such city school district under the juxe
isdicticen and control of the state instruction,
recreation and maintenance to children of school
age. The board of elucetion shall provide oppore
tunity for children to receive instruction in such
gubijects ag it ray deem proper. Such board shall -
prascribe the activities to be carried on and
shall set up rules and regulations for admission
to such camps and the conduct and discipline there-
of. Such canmps shall be operated between July
first and Auqust thirtv-firut of each year and at
such other times as such board of education may
preseribe., No child shall be entitled to free ine-
struction and maintenance in any such camp for a
reriod in excess of two weeks during any one yearx,
unless of two weeks during any one year, unless
the beoard of education prescribe and direct that
physically handicapped oxr other children be maine-
tained for a longer period.

McKinney, Consolidated Laws of Mew York Statc, anno-
tated, Book 16, rart 2, kEducation Law No. 45901,
Article 91, &School Camps, pp. 571=572,
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2. The board of education of a city school dis-
triet may establish a camp for children tp be lo=-
cated in state parks on Long Island, which have
~been or shall be selected bv the state council of
parks on account of accessibility and availability,
as a nodel camp for the establishment of future
canps.
e The'boéré of education of a c¢ity school dis=-
trict is hereby authorized to appropriate such sums
as may be necessary for the purgose of carrying out
the provisions of this article.431
These laws, as stoted, provide the legal basis for
all typéa of school districts within the State of New York
to establish and cperate scheool camnps and outdoor education
programs. It was hoped the enactment of the legislaticn
would promote lecal investment in the gqrowth and develop=-
ment of facilitiesz and program; unfortﬁnately this has not
been the case, Districts as groups or on an individual
basis have not generally ewbarked on facility development
programs. Those districts in the state which have conducted
rgsideﬁt programs have uscd existing State facilities, col=-
lege canps, YeM.Cod. caMps, and organizational and private
camps on a lease or rental basis. 'However, as early as
1945, interest in the development of school camping programs
had been noted, . & bill was introduced in both houses of the
1945 legislature which proposed five million dollars in
Siate aid to be distributed through the State Education Dew

partment; another bill was requesting two huhdred thousand

dollars for the operation of school camp demonstration

131, Ibid., pe 573.

I
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centers with one~half the cost of operating such centers to
be borne by the school districts which were selected to

132 During the late nineteen forties such

participate,
school districts as Ithaca, Schenectecy, Saratoga Springs,
Cortland, and Sewanhaka Central School Distrjct had approp-
riated funds for the conduct of school camp; most of these
progfams were, however, day camps. It was the consensus of

school officials and civic leaders at that time that the e¢g=

tablishwent of school camp demonstration centers would be

the best procedure to get school campé'establish@d as part
bf education, When the School Camp Demonstration Bill ﬁas
presented to the Leéislatur@, it had the formal approval of'
the New York State Teachers Association, Executive Committee
and Legislative Council, the Hew York State Association for
Health, Physical Education, and Recreation, the Nassau
County. School Camp Cormittee, and Regents' Joint Legislae
tive Committea. |

uch demonstration centers

o

It was believed that

-would serve in developing a pattern suitable to New York

State schools and at the same time would serve as an example

for other achoci-diﬁﬁricta to follow. The program in the

‘centers would be careifully integrated with ath@r phases of

the progrém in the schools.. Each pupil attending camp would

-be prepared for the experience through a pre~camp program

132, Miles, Personal Interview, November 14, 1967.
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and would be aided in making more use of th@ix experience by
poste—camp prégrams. Careful records would be kept of the
development of wach child, and research procéduxes would be
established to evaluate changes in growth andldaveIOPment iﬂ
relation to camp experiences. |

The proposed School Demonstxation Carmps were to be
held at Camp Fancher in Allegany State Park, the Boy Scout‘
Camp faciliﬁi@s at Wading River, aﬁd at Treman Lake, adja-
cent to the State Conservation Park in the greater-Ithaca
area. The Franklin Square, Elmont, and Valley Stream
groups would utilize the eastern Long Island site at Wading
River. The upstate ﬁamps woﬁld Se available to tﬁa dig=
tricts in the upstate regions. It was generally accepted
that the development'OEVSahool Camp DemonstrationlCenters
would require funds through State aid aﬁd othex sources in -
addition to funds which could be raised by éhe cormunity.
The community share yould be small at the beginning and in=-
~crease with each year aa schop1aofficials:became able to
sell the idea to the ciéiz@ns-an& the School Board and as
adjustments ﬂéuld be made in budget plans. Unfortunately,
as was the case with éimilar prépésed legislation in New
vork State; this Demonstration Camp Prcﬁcsallwés not enacted,
-'However, Sewanhaka (Léng Island) Digtrict did ﬁanage to'em~
. bark on a program under local funds.

rior to the esnactment cof significant legi&latlon in

New York State, a School Camp Workshop was conducted. under




State Dducation Department acgis at Tanager Lodge on Uppax
Chateaugay Lake in the northerxrn Adirondacks from August 2 G
Septonber 2, 1944, The purpose was to outline a school camp
gulde for school officials, to work out the details of a
plan for school cémp programs in New York State, and ﬁo
formulate standards for the conduct 6f some school camps

1‘3 * » "
3 Outstanding national leaders in camping

dermonstrations,
and key lecaders in New York State &n education~=guperinteon=-
dents, dirvectors of health, physical education, xecreation
ané carmping elementary and secondary principals, cellege,
clexpentary, and high school teachers and camp counseloxs
were assembled at tﬁis conference. Mention has been made of
the proposed demonstration workshops earlier in this chaptex,
rollowing the termination of the second World War,

attention was focused on “the getting and using of surplus
material.* Caswell ¥Miles, Chairman of the State Joint Com=
mittee of the Education and Conservation Departments, noted
the significance of fitness end ééfense‘ip his pre-conference
{a second wajor conference scheduled October 15-16, 1946)
letter to participants:
;v Attached is a copf of the program for the Recreaw

tion, Caming and Conservation Education Conference.

Please note that we have arranged & title, "The ,
Getting and Using of Surplus Material." We have

133, New York State Education Department Files, Courtesy of
Dr. Irwin Rosenstein, Department of Heealth, Physical
Education, and Recreation. '
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’given thig panel a permanent place on the, program
and have included some of our hast men in it,

Of course you realize that the future of the camp-
ing program in the United States depends to quite
an extent on whether or not school and other public
officials who conduct such programs will have tha
use of surplus war material, This is of "tremendous
inportance because public officials usually take a
long time to develop such programs under normal
rate of growth, -

Camping has so much to offer in the training and
development of youth for peace time pursuits and
to tralning them for National Defense that we need
to have the support of our national officials in
developing this program. Such training is the
basis of much of the training given to men and
woren during the early period for induction into
nmilitary service. Consequently whatever is done
in this way will be the best insurance for national
defense., In addition to it this typse of program
offers tremendous possibilities for developing and
training our youth to meet problems of living-and
working in a demcecratic society. -

The Recréation, Camping, and Consexrvation Education
Conference was held from October 15-16, 1946, at the Joseph
Henry Memorial Auditorium,ﬁca&@myiPark. The program in-
cluded the following leaders and tbpics:

- Presiding: J. Victor Skiff, Députy.cOmmissioner,
State Conservation Department

"The Plan of the Conference®

Caswell M. Miles, Chaifman,'Joint-Committee of the
State Conservation and Education Departments.

"Education Through Outdcor Life"

~ ~ Dr. William Harlow, New York State College of
§ , ‘ Forestry

134, iiies, Letter to Participants, September 26, 1946.
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"Recreation and Camping--hA Challenge to Lducation®

Dr. Frederick W. Bair, New York State Education
Pepartment

“Gatfinq‘and Using Surplus War Material"--Panel

Chairman: Charles B, Cranford, Associate Suparinten=

' dent, Weastchester County Recreation
Comnmission

H. F. Alves, Director of Surplus Property
gtilization, U. 8. Office of Education,
Washington, D.C.

Dr. Robert E. Bell, District Superintendent
of Schools, Westchester Counbty

Raymond C. Burdick, Director Surplus Agency, .
State Educatlion Department, Albany

Paul Handel, Director Region 2, Boy Scouts of
brnorxica

Wwilliam G. Howard, Director, bivision of
State Lands and Poxest, State Conservatlon
Deparxtrent

Stanton Leggett, Supervising Principal,
Elmﬁnt’ Ne Yo ‘

Presiding: . Dy. Edwin R, Van Kleeck, Aassistant Commig=
sioner for Instructional Supervision,
state Education Department |

Platform Guestss : v '
‘ V. B, Clifford, Executive Secretary, State

school Doards Association, Mount Vernon
Dr. Arvie Bldred, Ixecutive Sccratary, State
Teachers Assoclation, Albany

Herman Forster, President, State Conservation .

Council, MNew Yoxk

Earl Hitchoock, Commander, American Legion
pepoartment of New York, Glens Falls

Mrs., Clifford ¥N. Jenkins, President, State
Congress of Parents and Teachers, West
Hempstead : .

Willard L. Kauth, Chairman, State Organiza=-
tion Camp Committee, New York

william Leonard, President, Recreation Execu=
tives Association, Schenectady

Francis J. Moench, President, State Associla-
tion for Health, Physical Education and
Recreation, Cortland : ,
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“The Role of Cerping in Bducatilon®

D, Hugh B. Masters, Educational Director
Kellogg Foundation, Battle Creek, Michigan

“Conservation Education Through Recreation and Camping"

Hon. Zerry 3, Duxyea, State Commigsioner of
Consenvacion

"Camping and Congervation of Human Resources®
9

Bishop William B, Scully, Eishop Coadjutor,
Albany Catholic Diocese,

Presiding: Dr. Leslie R, Gregory, President, State
| Teachers College, Fredonia

"Teamwork to. Meet Youth Needs Through Recreation®

Empett R, Gavhn, Chalrman, State Youth Commission,
Albany

"Building for Charactex®

Reverend Charles ¢. Neble, Dean of Chapel, Syracuse
University, Syracusc

“Camping, Recreation and Comwmerce"

Joseph J. Horan, Mew York State Department of
Commexce, Albany - :

"Professional Prenaration for Recreation, Camping and
Concervation L uch»iow“w~paael !

Chairman: Francils J. Moench, Presidant, New York State
Aspocliation for Health, Physical Education
and Recreation, Cortland

Dr. Hermann Couwar, Agsistant Commissioner
for Teacher BEducation, State Bducation De-
partment, Albany

Lewis Hall, Asgistant National Director,
Scouting Services, Boy Scouts of America

Milton R, Howard, Professor, Physical Educa=
tion and Recruatlon, Syracuse University,
Syracuse

wWilliaw Leonard, Superintendent of Recrecaw
tlnn acnenectady

Mark i eCla skey, Director of Recrecation and
Community Education, New York

- Ida Oppoenheimey, Executive Secretary, Jewish
Vacation Association, New York

]




~llle

Dr. B, Laurence Palmer, Profecssor Rural
- BEducatlon, Cornell University, Ithaca
Clayton Seagears, Director, Consexrvation :
Education Division, State Conservation ' t
Department, Albany ﬁ
Dr, Lloyd B. Shaxp, Directcr, Naticnal and
-Life Campsz, N. Y. '
Willard B, Stone, Recreation supervisor,
State Youth Commlssion, Albaay |

Presiding: Hon, Justin C, Norgan, Buﬁfalo
Discussion leader and panel Chairman.

Dr. Fredexick J. Moffitt, State Dducation
- Department, Albany

“A Program of Recreation, C _ginq and Congervation
Fducation ?Ef Kew Yorh &tato - aned,

Donald &, Cempbell, Director of Recreation,
. Btate Department of Cowmerce, Albany
James "o Evans, Director, Division of Parks,
State Conservation Department, Albany
Ellig H, Camplin, Acting Diractor, Division
of Health and Physical Education, Albany
: Hexmen TForstor, President, New York State
' Conservation Council, New York
Charles A. Holmquist, Direcof, Division of
Sanitation, wtate Health Department,
Albany
Willard L. Xauth, Chailrman, Organization
Camp Committoe, New York
Howard Lo Dilicnthal, Attorney at Law and
Director of Private Camp, New York City
Dr, Prank 8. Lloyd, College of the City of
New York, N. Y. |
Dr. Donnal V., Enith, Prc%iuent, State |
Teachors Callujc, Cortland - ' |
Miss Grace Reeder, Chief, Child Welfare o
Bureauw, State Departrment of Social Welfare,
; oo Albany .
- Lewis R. Barretl, Children's Founcatxon,
Spring Valleyl 155

135, New York State Education Department Files, Courtesy of
Dr. Irwin Rosenstein, Departrment of Heaith, Physical
~ Education, and Recreation. -
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In analyzing the Confercnce hold in Albany, Octobex
15 and 16, 1946, one finds that it repxosent@d the Commiis.
tee's effort to bring togethar leaders from 'theé many State

and local deparinents, agencies, fnutitutions and associas

4 L AR R ceo - o o .~ Hee v A
tlons engaged In conuuliing SC.aw .. w8 O O4p OJ vwsa of
‘L}“ o"e ro mkn«-t ren R W c . -vx.&'.:-_.. oo ~ 2w LA o e 1m0 % o e

Wwoe p R PP T Tha CONTeranid Lldilu.ii a\-&.f..k.-.aunwmu.. I v

from six depariwents of State -Goveramont pnd five Statauas~
sociations. I G 30 00 thera‘warﬁ r&pr&sanﬁativ&s from
several universities and'gollegca and many local recreﬁtion,
camping, education énd vouth sexving agencies,. | |

' Clayton B, Seagears, mambém‘of the Joint Conmittee
and Director of Canae”vahlon ’aubationlfor the Stat e consex=
vation Departwent, who praszdcd at the Owunxng sessxan,

called attoation to the close relationship between the eco=

nonic welfare of citizens in New York State and the proper

care, conservation am& &eﬁéldpmmnﬁ qf ratural TesSORrCes, Hé
enphasized the need Zor bettor conmarv*“xo eﬁuaaﬁion pro=
grams and ppintea out the lack of p~to—&ata wnaterials on
congexrvation in the mch001 iibraries or textbooks

Caswell M., Miles, Chaixm an of the Joint Commitice and
supervisariof pPhysical Education and Rmcremtion for the
State Eauaationfn partment, in out iﬁiﬁg the plan’nf ther
conference, gpoke of Hew York >tatc's vast natural rugaurceﬁ
which are suitable ior recreation and c«mpxnc and the inw=

terest of the State Congervation, Dcpartmcnt in having the

resources used for such purposes. on the other hand, he
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noted the interest of the State-Education Department and lts .

main responsibility of providing the most desirable educa-

tion for the two million six hundred thousand children,

youth and adults enxolled annually in the schools and col=

leges of New York State (1946). Ke cormented on hoﬁ‘the '

Department and the unive:aihiaé; colleges and local dige
tricts associated with it have many resources to educaté.
youth for living in a democracy and to provide similar services
for out of school youth and adult groups through'community
centers, .

The Joint Committee of these two Departments of St&te»
covernment (which have many resources énd much responsibility_

fox . camping and conservation education prograns)

}11
H
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planned this conference so that other public, voluntary, and
private grmups could join in the effort to,improve and ex-
tend outdcor education services, . In planning the conference,

the Committee recognized the valuable contxibutions 'which

‘such groupa had made through recraation and aanping programs

and belmeved that better tuamwork would impxove the services
af all groups and extend banafmtq to more 1ndiv¢duols. They
believed that such ext@nsmon was needed because at that time

less than 9 per cent of the schoole-age boys and girls of New

York State attended organized camps in any one year while a

few organized recreation programs were sexving as many as

'20cper cent of the people in the community. The Conference

was organized so that the prepared addresses would provide




-ll4-

the lnsplration and outline the objectlves while conference
groups would develop plans to these ends., |

Dr., William M. Harlow of the New York State College
of Fcreﬁtry in his address “Education Through Outdoor Life"
proposed that if'camping was to become a part of the eddcan
tion experience of youth, educators would have to agree on
the kind of camping they wanted. Camping and nature loxe .
were bound to outdoor living as thé two avenuas by which one
could explore the outdoors. The camping experiences of
youth should be unique to the wilderness and such as only
the out=of«~doors could offer rather than the experiences
which children could get in the city just as well or better.
‘?he camp should use the forest not merely as a background |
for buildings for playfields but'rather as a challenge to
ﬁew and &aily.expioraﬁions in‘the affairs of‘evér changing
nature, The'city children apé even many from the country
have éyes, but they seé net; they haﬁa ears but they hear

not., Harlow noted that there were few teachers or for that

matter few youth leaders of any sort who cou 1& teach or

! | lead youth in the out-of-doors, Ther@fore, the training of

canping personnel Wag seen a8 a necasaary~aﬁd early'step in
‘a prqgrém of education through cutdoor living. Real outdoor
education portended to be an antidote for these feelings of
confusion, frustrations and genaral ugelesshess which wezre

- oppreésing so many in the modern age.

0.

[Rﬂf

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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Dr. Frederick W. Bair of the New York State Hducation
Department, in his address "Recreation and Camping==A Chal-
lenge to Education," dealt Qith these programs fxom the
standpoiht of an adminisﬁrator.» 2ccoxding to Bair, the ade-
ministratc. must £it such programé into a larger pattern of
education, coordinate the work of the staff and then intere
pret the program to the citizens of the community. Recreas=
tion should bo seen not as a lﬁxur&.but as a necessity as

. critical as was our need for armies an&‘navieg and air
forces some five years earlier. Therefore, the strategy of
ouf'recxeation program would depend on whether'or'not'ouf
culture could put more into leisure or into gangsterism ahd
degeneracy. | |
| It was felt that the values of camping were not
widely experienced or known. In a camp a modern man ox
woman experiences £irst hand §0mathing elemental and founda-
tional about reality-~scmathing'of wﬁat is in him and:somé«
thing of what is outside of him. This happens wheﬁ he is

not removed from réality hy'three cr five or fifty degrees

of artificial intern051tions of what we call culture. Eﬁary
5. | - child ought to be led bv experience in camping to apmx@ciate
| this reality because it was believed that we still depenaed
upon nature and mwust conserve her great gifts.

The panel. on 'Geftinq and Using Surpius.War Materials"
‘'under the chairmanship of Charles B. CranforinAésodiated»

Superintendent of Westchester Recreation and iﬁcluding He Fo

uER&C

Full Tt Provided by ERIC.
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Alves, Dirsctor of Surplus War Property Utilization, United

States Office of Education, Paul Handel of the Boy Scouts of
Americaland others, outlined the methods of obtaining such
materials for outdoor eaucatiqné#schmol“camping programs. A
list of war materials suitable for canping was prepared by
Raymond €, Burdick, Director of the State 3ducétibn Depart-
ment's Surplus Agency. The ll$t was discussed and sugges=
tions were given on procedures for'getting advance informa-
tion on sales of surplus material and expediting the pure-
chase thereof., It was the concensus of the groupfthat nore
cooperation by agencies was necessary in oxder toyhavg pur-‘
chases made in large volume by centrai agencies;'alse that

an appeal should be made for increasing the donations of -

. surplus matexial‘which would stimulate recreation and camp-
youth, and bumla a stronger Hation.
Dr. Hermann Ccapet, member of the Joint Committee and
Assistant Commissioner of Teacher Education, who presided at

the evening session, emphasized the need for a more realistic

- .; | approach to education so that youth night act and liVefm§re
1ntellzgently in thls aixr and atomxc age., New‘York State |
had the resources, It could@ provide the facilltaes and the
teaching personpel to so educate its youth,

"Reverend Elwer J. Donnelly, Assistant Diocean Direc-
tor of Catholic Chariﬁies,in.his address on ®"Camping and

Conservaticn of Human Resources;“ spoke of the interest in  ©
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the proper development of youth which is shared by the home,
the church, and the school. There was much public interest
in youth problems in 1846 and thexc'wara many agencies which
could offer organized camping programs designed to meet such
problems, Yet opportunities far camping experiances ware
being denied to the great masses of youth, Officials of
Catholic Youth Organization and other groups recognized the
great value of camping for charactex development, Such
agencies had long experience with camping ﬁrograms and were
increasing their affbrt to bring tﬁ@ benefits of camping to
nore youth.' Cooper feolt that it was po&sible to enlist
youth in the conservation of our natural resources and by so
doing take a great step forward iﬁ.imprmving and axtending
camping programns for the conservation of our human resources.
J. Victor skiff, Deputy CdnsgrvatimnQCcmmissiomax, in
his address "Cmnservation,Eduéation Through Recreaticn and
Cémpinq,"'told of the work of +he Conservation Department in
the care and use of New York sﬂéﬁe‘s vast natural resourceé
which then included about three million acres of State-owned
land, seventy-two State parks and the reforeétation 0f pro-
jects in almest every county. The protection against forest
‘firés; the presarvaﬁion of fish, game and oﬁh@r forms of
wild life and other wuchvconservation projects were inciuded
in the Dcp;rtment'w responsibility and servieé to‘th@ State.
An important part of its responsibility was tha development

of facilities for recreation and canrxng, inc‘uding public
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camp sites, winter sport centers, camp sites for individual
groups and swirming beaches (they had agﬁracted.woﬁldeide
attantion) as well as other facilities for hunting, fishing,
hiking, boating, canoeing and the like.;

The public‘uée of suchl?éciliti@s'ha&:increaseé-f;
rapi&ly. It reached a peak just previous to the war of over
a million persons a year. The D&p&rtment acc@leratéd its
yprogramﬁof‘construction o meet the demand., It was assumed
that the use of these facilities for recreation and camping
had brought stimulating axb&riencas to the individual and
provided excellent 6pportuniti@§ for conservation education.
However, it was believed %hat users of thaa@'facilities |

would have gotten more value from such ex@grienc@a had ﬁhey

Q

developed more recreation and camping skills while in school.:

They might have taken better care of such facilities had

}f they Jearnad more about ¢Ons@£vation before they 1@ftAschool.

| Dr. Hugh B. Masters, Educaticnal Director of the

Kellogg Foundation, Battle Creek, Michigén, in his a&dress;
"The Role of Camping in Education;" told of the year-round
camping progiam being conducted at two demonstration centers
in Michigan th:ouqh the cooperation of the State Department
of CdnSétvation and Education with local schocl‘districts,

”‘»Gtoups of children from a grade or aéhool, each.éccompahied
by a teacheyx, attended camp for a two-week perioa wheyre the
staff of camp.counselors work with'them in.the various

phases of the'camplprograma Such groups were being scheduled
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for twoeweck periods throughout the year. A State College
was operating one of the centers and using it as a labora-
tory for training camp counselors and teachers. Accoxding
to Masters, the program was dix&et&d to attain:
‘1. Realistic work experionce,

2. Functional health and physical fitness,

3. Desirable social devalopment,

4, Education for the fruitful use of leisure,

5. The fundamentals of consexvation education.
Robert P, Capes, Executive S&aretafy for the State Youth
Commission in his address, “Team VWork to Meet Youth Needs
Through Recreation,® told how the commission hgd been opexr-—
ated and changed by legislative enactment with the responsi-
‘bility for previding serQices to youth thrcugh cooperative
efforts of the various branches of the State Government and
1n cooPeration with the municipal'goVefnmeﬁts. State aid
was given for three types of programsueyouﬁh bureaus; educa=
tion projects, A nmajor share;Of the aid had been for recrea=
tion projects which were operated by'270 communities,

In speaking for the State Department of Commerce on .

"pecreation, Commerce and Conservation Education," Joseph J.

Horan aesnribéd how the Department had been created by law
to promote the economic Qell-being of the State and of its
efforts to make New York State the leading tourist, winter |
éport and vacation ceﬁfar.u In 1%4¢ moré than thiity million
U. W, wage earners would enjayyﬁaqation'with pay, many of
them for the first time in their lives, The expénditures of

this great nunmber of persons during their annual recreation

©

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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peziod would croate one of our largest and fastest growing

businesses, From 1941-184¢ national recreational axpendi~

tures had increased from six billion dollars to an estimated

PRy

total of ten billion.

| The Panel and Forum sesston on "Professional Prepara-
tion for Recreation, Camping and Conservation Education® in=
'cluded many camping, recreation, conservation and college
leaderse It waé the céncengus of_ﬁha group that the need
for professional preparation of such parsonnel‘was great and
that cooperation between in$£itu€iona preparing such persone-
nel and agencies employing them was necessary. As more
caﬁping and recreation pfagr&ms wauld)be conducted oﬁ a,
vear-round basis, there would be anlincxegse of traineas
preparing far such jobs, fhe colleges,'hoﬁever, would need
to anticipate the demand and get ald throuqh scholaxshipa o
other means sgo that th@y;cauld develop training facilities
for this personnal. In addition, some members of the conw

ferance wanted all teachers to be trained for teaching in

the . out=of-doors ‘as well as 1n.the ;ndoaxs. It was evident
that State aganéias, collegas and local units wodld have-to
engage in the cmnduet of these programs and would hav» to

participate in a plan to increase this personnal supply and

The Panel and Forumn diacuasmcn on YA Program on Rec-
reation, Camping and Conservation Education for New Yoxk

L -  meet the demand,
} State" presided overyby Justice c. Morgan, then Assemblyman

i s A
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from Erie County and lead by Dr. Frederick J. Moffitt of the
State Education Department, included presentations by many
state and local leaders including representativaé of the
State Health Department, $tate Department of Social Welfara,
private camp directors and college officials, after much
discussion the gxcup‘apprcved of a platform which would
1) extend the camping opportunities to more individuals;
2) provide for an incresse in the professional training of
personnel for these programs; 3) set up camp demonstration
centers and 4) secure increased funds for such éerviaes¢ YA
committee was appointed to work with the Joint Committee
towards‘thase enda.lss This chapter contains an outline of
the proposed camp demonstration programs menticned in num-
bers 3 and 4 above. | ' |
The platform was prepéred in New ¥ork'City on

Noverber 15, 1946, and was adopted by the Joint Advisory
Committee on Noverbey 21st in ihe seme year. It read:
Camping-«An Egsential Service in New York State.* The ten
points in the platfagm were:s |

1. The donservation of the State's natural.re~

sources should be supported by all its cltie
zens,

2., The development of these resources should in-
clude more adenquate provisions for  camping
and recreation, L

136, New York State Eduvcation Dep&rtment Files; Miles,
Paersonal Interview, November 14, 1967. ‘
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3, . Camping yesources should ke available to all
people of the State ixrespective of geographi-
cal location and econonic status.

4. The fundamentals of camping and consexvation
éducation should be included in the education
of youth,

5, Immediate steps should be taken teo lmprove and
axtend organized camping fox youth.

6. All the xesouxces of the State which can cone
tribute to this program should be enlisted
for cooperative action.

7. The extension of training opportunities through
undergraduate, graduate and ln-camp COUXaQS
for cawmp personnel should be provided withe

. out delay. ,

8, Demonstration camps should be established to
show the benefits of camping.

9., A plan for sound and adequate finances should
be developed. :

10. A State Council or organization which will be
representative of the present camping neods

_ and be capable of developing such a program
-ghould be instituted.-

By thetlgso's, New York State was on its way in set-
ting a tragic pattexn of aonferendea, commit#qes; and pro=
posals. Demonstrations, while well planned and offectively
conducted, did not bring about the desired dﬁ«going results,
For example, in May, 1950, the étate LRducation Dapartﬁéﬁt in
cqoparation with Mew York Univerasity, conducted a School
Camping and Outdoor Institute at ﬁha ﬁ.Y;U. Lake émbago Camp -
in Sloatshurg, Ngw York. EllisCham@liﬁ, then Director of
the State Department Health and ﬁhyaiqal Eéu¢gtion Division,

outlined the institute as ‘follows:

3 Q@

137, New York State Education Department Files, Courtesy of
Dr. Irwin Rogenstein, Department of Health, Prhysical -
Education, and Recreation.
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The demonstration will be undexr the dircction of
Arthur W, Silliman, »principal of Ardsley High
Schoel and an outstanding leader in cawping and -
outdoor education, He will be assisted by teachors
of the Roslyn and White Plains staff who, by trainw-
ing and cxperience in education and camping, are
well qualified for such work. Resource personnel
in consexvation education, science, nature lore,
wooderaft, scouting, camping and educaticon will be
provided., The Demonstration Steexing Committee
will consist of representatives of the parxticipat-
ing schools districts,

The participating distriets will select two boys and
two girls from the seventh grade and algo the staff
member who is to accompany them. ZLodging and neals
in camp plus a scholarship will be provided for
such staff members from the Kellogg Fund. Parents
of the pupils will pay for food at the rate of §i0
for five davs., The district will make arrangements
for attendance~-pupils can be vtredited for attend-
ance under the new regulation on cducational trips.
The district will likewise make arrangements for a
substitute teacher for the staff member selected to
attend the demonstration, .

Thexe . is no longer a questio. about the great educa=
tional value of such stimulating experiences fox
pupilse .The camp is the best laboratory for such
courses as science and social studiez, It offers
stimulating experiences in "on-the«island" consex-
"vation education, work projects and group living
which result in desirable outcomes in physical fit=
ness, healthful habits, character and citizenship.

Superintendents, principals, supervisors and boaxd
of education members of some school districts in -
the area of the camp will be invited as guests of - -
the university to observe, to participate in the '
discussion sessions and to eat some of the good

camp food.l38 |

P, P. Hunter, evaluating this Institute for the State

Educationvnepartment,~had the foliowing comments to make:.

138, New York State Rducation Department Files, Courtesy of
, Dr. Irwin Rosenstein, Department of Health, Physical
' : Education, and Recreation,
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The deronstration camp composed of 27 seventh
grade pupils, conducted for one week by Arthuy
&illiman, was very successful and further demon=-
strated the practicability of a camp fox school
children during the school yeax.

Five committees were appointed from -the adults
attending the week-long institute, conducted by
N.Y.U, and our bureau, to work on a camping
manual,l39

The camping manval was released in final form during .

May, 1950, and was entitled School Canping and Outdoox Edu=

cation. Champlin and Miles introduced the five chapter
Manual with th@vfollowing foxwards

School Camping and Outdoor Education is the next
big wovement in education. . Through this program,
education can be brought more closely in line with
living in a derocratic society. Rich opportunities
are offered through such experiences in attaining
the goals of education in the self-realization,
human relationships, civic respoensibility and eco-
noric efficlency as stated in the Lducational Poli-
cies Cormission Report--THE PURPOSES OF EDUCATION
IN AMERICAN DEMOCRACY. Such “on the land" experi-
ences 2lgo provide opportunities for congervation
education of natural resources which cannot be
equalled elsevhere. Likewise, living in a whole=
some camp twenty-four hours a day and participate

ing in vigorous activities will result in degir-
able.outcomes in terms of healthful living and

~ physical fitness. S

The schools and colleges of Mew York State, along
with assistance from Departments of the State
Covernrent concerned with conservation education,
health and walfare can through this program make a
tremendous impact on changing the behavior patterns
of children, youth and adults. The school and the
college camp offers rich outdoor laboratories foxr
science, social studies, agriculture and many other "
courses in the curriculum, The camp also offers: '
unique experiences for the developrment of skillful

139, Hunter, Filed Evaluation Report, NYS Ed. Dept. Files,
~dated, May 19, 1950. B :
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pexformance in the preparation of fecod, the construce
tion of shclters and many forms of woodcraft, In
addition, it provides wholesome outdoor recreation
which may have a tremendous effect on improving the
vacation skills and habits of families and groups,
Through such camping experiences, children and

youth can develop ideals of civic responsibility

and human relationships that contribute to more
satlsfoctory living in our American socilety.

This bulletin represents the combined efforts of
outstanding leaders in camping, conservation educa-
tion, health and recreation in a workshop conducted
at the Raguette Lake Camp of Cortland State Teachers
College in September 1949, Members of this work-
shop include superintendents, principals, teachers
of school districts of the State, staff members of
Conservation, Bducation and Health, and faculty
mexbers of colleges and universities. Funds from
the W, K. Kellogg Foundation granted to the SBtate
Education Department for ,the development of camping
and outdoor education in New York State contributed
greatly to the success of the conference,

Tt is hoped that this bulletin will aid schools and
colleges in initiating a program of outdoor educa-
tion. When plans for cooperative action have been
formulated the goals of education, conservation and
health loom close on the horizon and the American
heritage which we have enjoyed will have been im=-
proved in the endowment we shall bestow upon those
who follow,140 -

Once again we find the optimism of the‘firét decade
of outdoor education and school camping beginning to perme-
ate growth trends in New York Staﬁe. Another highlight for
the vear 1950 was the Schoeol Camp Experiment conducﬁed under
the joint effOrts of the W. K. Kellegy Foundation, New York
Univexsity, and the Palisadeé Interstate Park Commission,

Twenty=~seven seventh grade pupils from all over the state--

140, Champlin and Miles, "School Camping and Outdoor Educa-
tion," A Manual, Mimeographed, 1950, p. 1.
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White Plains, Suffexn, Roslyn, Pocantico Hills, Pearl River,

Ossibing, Great Neck, and Delmarx--spent a week attempting

to prove that camping could provide education as well as ade-

141 o
veature. The New York Times quoted the Board of Regents

as Selieving the school camping proposition to be sound; the
paper also suggesﬁed the poséiﬂility that the experiment at
Lake Sebago might become a permanent part of the state's
school system.l42 o o :
By 1952, thQVNew,Yoik State Association for Health, '
Physical Education,'and Recraatian had identified six sig-
nificant school camping projects in the gtate~-Ardsley, |
Ithaca, Saratoga Springs, Seewanhaka, and Cortland and
Fredonia State Teachers College. At its annual Conference
in Syraauée (Fanuary 23-26) a Progress Report on Public |
ISchoai camping in New York State was igsued and it referred
to the six projects as ”pipneérihg efforts in school camp«
ing.”143 Later, in June of 1952, a Camping and Outdoor
E&ucation'Conferenca'was held in Aibany.' C@mmissipnér
Wilson (Eduaation)} Comnissionexr Duryea:(Consexvaﬁion), Dr, -
Hugh Masters, Dr. Jay Nash, Julian spith and gr#hur Blmarxr

headed six General Sessions in the following arcass

141, New York Times, May 16, 1950,
142, Ibid. | |

143, “Progréss Report on School Camping,” New Yoik State

Associstion for Health, Physical Education and Recrea= . =

tion, Mimesographed, 1952, p. 1. S ;
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Education for Today's Needs, Congervetion Educatiocn, The -

Role of Camping in Education, Moral and spirituval Velues '

in Camping, Youth Camping Projects and Civic service, and

Camping and Conservation Education in Michigan.,

148 1 s

evident that guccessful efforts in Michigan were still baing‘

epitonized In New Y@:k State.

Be that as it may,‘by-IQSA, a State Zducation Depart-

ment Survey reported sixteen school camping programs in

eight countims.l45 Highlighting a comprehensive curriculunm

related program was the individual effort of Irwin Engel in

Edue

the

mont ¢ shool District (Scaxsdala). Originating in 1952,

evolution of the Edgemont School Camping=-Outdoox Bduca=-

ﬂktimn'pxﬂgram was descxibed by Engel in 1956 in the following

‘@escriptive terms:

Our Outdoor Bducation program is conducted on a
‘seventy acre wooded site, owned by the Board of

Education. It is used as a supplementary exparl-
ence to our classroom experiences. It is not a
program of physical education ox recyeation, nor
is it a substitute for anything that should he
taking place in the classroom. It can be a part
of any subject area; science, art, mathematics,
recreation, language arts, physical education, so=
cial studies, etc. - o o

Oour outdoor education program was begun at Edgemont
as a result of studies conducted by a lay committee
and submitted to the school administration and

Board of Bducation. As consultant or coordinator

of this program I have no specific clagsroom duties. *

144,

145,

¥

Camping and Outdooi Bducation Conference, June, 1952,
Albany, Program Brochure.

New York State Education Department Files, A Survey
_of school Camping in New York State for 1854, :




Rather, it is my responsibility to reguisition
egquipnment, help classroom or subject teachers plan
~ trips, coordinate use of the wooded area, handle

- press releases, and be available as principal re-
source person in use of the zchool lands,

Generally, a classroom teacher will approach e
about planning a trip with a gpecific goal in mind.
It is my job Lo help achieve this goal by provide
ing work experiences that are.in keeping with the
learning involved. Thaese trips may take all orx
part of a school day. The classroom teacheyr ace
companies her classg to the woods along with the
outdoor education consultant,. ,Merbers ¢f the com=
munity, or othey interested individuals, may be
brought in as auvthorities or resource people on a
specific subject,

our school district is made up of approximately
800 students, and during a school year we have
slightly more than 1,600 pupil.visits to our
wooded area,

A typical seventh grade trip might be as follows,
Seeing that her class iz to cover maps and scale
drawing in the future the math teacher contacts the
outdoor education consultant to help plan a unit.,

A date is set that will nmeet the clazs needs. Pre-
liminary planning as to aims and gbjectives is comw
. pleted, before the pupils are involved. Next, the
congultant or classroom teacher will spend some
time on 'mapping in the classroom., The pupils then
become aware of tools needed for a worthwhile mape
ping project: compasses, sighting instruments,
tape measures, and so forth., Working with the ine
dustrial arts teacher wmany of the instruments are
made by the pupils in the school shop. .

Realizing that a project of this nature could take
a2 large part of the school day, a cook-out luuch
is planned by the class. Usging knowledge gained
in home economics, a nutritious meal is planned.
Pupils collect money, purchase food, and arrange
for needed egquipment, Committees are then set up
to handle such things as wood gatherings, fire
building, cooking, and clean up.

‘When the date for the mapping trip arrives the
pupils, classroom teacher, and outdoor education

consuitant hike one mile from school to the woeded -

area, An important lesson in road safety is

e as e e
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learned., Wooded trails are measured and mapped, a
work experience is shared through lunch, and a
closer pupil~teacher relationship is establisned.

Needless to say, many othey types of trips are con=-

ducted, but this should give a picture of what can
be done, Now let us look at camping.

Edgemont®s program of gchool camping has been cone-
ducted since the 1853~54 school year. Our first
vear we experimented by taking one sixth grade
class and its teacher, for one entire school week,
to the Westchester County Recreation Commigsion's
canp at Croton Point, We rented the camp at a
norinal fee, supplied our own food, and brought
our own chef, Educationally, financially, and
democratically the experiment proved successful,

So successful that a week of school camping ls now

a regular part of the sixth grade curriculum.

Since our first vear of camping at Croton Point we
have camped at lew York Univergity's camp on Lake
Sebage, in the Barriman Section of the Palisades
Interstate Park. The change in campsites has ape-
proximately doubled our cost per pupil, but it has
also greatly increased the educational value of
the trip. In '53-'54 yvear at Croton, pupils paid
$7.83, while the Board of Lducation paid $40 for
transportation, and overtime pay to one of our ,
school chefs who joined us at camp., Stafif wise we
had the classroom teacher, one:student teachexr,

.and the outdoor education consultant,

Our present program conducted at N.,Y.U, Camp calls
for pupils to pay $15 each, and the koard to pay
$60 per week for transportation, and about $100

per week to help the class pay camp rent, Staff
wise we still have the classroom teacher, a student

teachey, and the outdoor education consultant, plus

the resldent manager of N.Y.U. camp and his staff
and nine graduate students majoring in elementary
education at New York University. The doubling of

cost per puplil is perhaps justified in people and

knowledges contributed to the program.

The program itself while at camp revolves about
group living, outdoor education, healthful living,
providing meaningful work experiences, and teach-
ing how to make wise use of leisure time. Very

little of our time is spent in what children would -

knowingly call recreation~--before such an experi-

ence. We might hike to areas involved in social

1
1
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studies, we might do various conservation projects
using axe, hatchet, saw, etc., or we might dis-
cover fossils, or dissect & fish we've caught and
are golng to eat at a campfire tonight. We also
laarn that pupile and teachers are people, We

learn hiow to work together and get along with one
another & bit better. We alsc see that each of us,
regardless of individual shortcomings, can make

some contribution to living in a democratic society.

There is nothing really now in this entire rovemant.
Rather, there is a rewording of the statements edu-
cators have accepted for countless years, We all
admit that the best learning takes place wien we
couple it with experience., ¥o one will deny that,
when applied to physical education or recreation
activities, NHowever, all educatorse should be wille-
ing to accept and apply the statement to all cure-
riculun arcecas, and all grade levels.

| Bow could children; c<ity, country, or suburb,

’ - lesyn more about maps, CONpasses, measurement, and
scale drawings? By reading about them in a class-

; room, or by getting out in the fields or city

? ~ streets and parks and creating and interpreting

\ them? This same type of question could be asked
about almost any subject area and the same type of
angweyr received, Certainly, there are many things
children will learn best in the classroom, and
that is where they should be learned, But, so
many areas of education f£it undey the statement
nade some twenty yvears ago by Lr. L. B. Sharpe,
director of the Outdoor Educetion Assoclation,
"rhat which can best be learned in the out-of-
doors should there be learned,® that we cannot af=
ford to ignove the obviocus wisdom of the statement,
It is up to all of us as educators and people worike
ing with children to sell such programs to oux
communities, local and national; it 1s ouy respon—
sibility to the children, all children.

A fiela'visit te the Edgemont Outdoor Education Cen-
ter in 1966 enabled this writer to observe the growth and
development of a program which had nurtured over a fourteen

year period.. Edgemont was one district where dedicated and

146, Ixwin Engei, 2 Mineographed Statament; 1956.
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interested leadership was able to manifest itself in a sus=
tained academically velated cutdoor education programd.

By the school year 1955-56, the State Bducation Dew
partment Survey reported some twenty-six school camplng pro=
grams, an expansion of ten programs over a four year pericd.
Tt was in 1956, also, that New York Univexsity began to con-
sider an expansion of the Sebago Camp which it had held
since 1927, Although New York Uniéérsity had established
the Sebago Camp to alleviate inadequacies of the facilitles
in and around the Washington Square campus for physical edu-
cation activities, it also attémpt@é to provid@'mﬁudents
with group living experiences in the outdoors that would

aid in programs of educoticnal development, By 1956, 8000

3tudents'had passed through the portals of Sebago. Since

1927 an annual surmer session for graduvate students in
Health, Physical Bducation, and Recreation was coordinated

at Sebago. But more important to the growth of scheool camp=

- ing were the pxograms'conducte&.during April, May, and

October each year by Bdgemont, Franklin Square, Plainadgo,

Warwick, Baldwin, Uniondale, Valley Stream, and Bronxvilie.
In Janvary, 1957, the Mew York State Education De=-

partment hadipxepared a sixteen painﬁ tentative concept

statement entitled "In Outdoor.Education We Believe ThatMe=

147, M. Alexander Gabrielsen, "3 Proposal for the Creation
of A Certer for Outdoor Bducation and School Camping
for New York University,® Decerhex, 1956.
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7.

g.

9

Outdoor education including campang is the use
of the outdcors as a living laboratory to xew

vitalize those parts of the education curxricue
lum which deal directly with natural rescurces
and life situations that are found in an oute

~doox setting,

Opportunities should be provided in outdoox
aducation which is an integral part of the
cducation curriculum,

the school district should have curriculum
materials for outdoor education which are dew
signed to make effective usge of the outdoox

" environment of the gchool and community in oxe

der to attain the purposes of education wmore
successfully.

In the planning and conduct of the program enme
phasis should be given to attaining such de=~
sirable outcomes as physical f.tness, healthe
ful living, work responsibilities, consexvas~
tion of material resources, nature lore, ethi-
cal character, citizenship and worthy use of
leisure. |

The school district should begin with available
resources and extend the program as other re=-
sources are provided. |

The cooperation of conservation and part offi-
cials should be secured for ald in determining
reeds, planning conscrvation projects, sclec~
tion of camp sites and in the use of staff mem=
bers as resource personnel. ‘

Parent groups and lesders in civic and youth
sarvice agencies should be involved in the de-
velopment of the long-range plan for outdoor
education, ‘ : ‘

A day. comp program which uses the school site,
nearby parks, woodland or camp site during the
day should be provided for the younger pupills

and beginners,.

Opportunities should ke provided for older
pupils in overnight and weekend zanping prow
jects which use parks, woodlands, historical
sites and camps for extended field trips.
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10, 'The school district, or two or mora school dige
tricte by Joint action, should provide for a
resident camp designad to accommodate a limited
number of pupils scheduled in rotation forx a
waek or two so that each pupil will have the
opportunity for a period in camp every school
yoar duxing the six years in grades 4~9,

11, Opportunities should be provided for advanced
canpexs to engags in pilonaer camp and consaxvas
tion projects in areas such as woodlands, State
forasts and large parks where they have the re-
sponsibilities for preparing their food and
ghelter and in the conduct of consexvation
projects. '

12, Funds should be included in the school budget
foxr securing and operating the school canmp but
the coast of food should be.paid for by pupils
attending the canp. . ~

13, Provisions should be nade for a resident scheool
canp staff supplemented by. teachexs who come
with thelr campers and by vesource personnel
from conservation and park.staff,

14, The director of health, physical cducation and
recreation should he responsible for the ox=
ganization, administzation and supervision of
the ountdoor education program,

15, Provisions should be made for some pre-service

: ané in~-service education of teachers which
equips them to understand the goals of outdoor
education including canping.

16, Provisicns should be made for pre-service and
ine~service professional preparation in outdcor
education including camping, so that more people
will be qualified for service as resident camp
staff, administrators and camp counselors.ldS

It is probable that the concept statenrents were a

natural outgrowth of program‘ébservations over the yeara@

148, New York'Sta%e Bducation Department, Department of
‘Health, Physical Education and Recreation, "A Tenta=
tive Proposal," Mimeographed, January, 1957, |
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In 1856, several representatives of the Now York
State Education Department had attendad the New BEngland Oute
doox Education Workshop held at Sargent Camp, and had yae |
turned to New York encouraged an@ determined to push things
forward with a gimilax ccnferance. In January of 1957, the
Commissioner of BEducation, James Allen, Jr., wrote to Conw

sorvation Commissioner Marks about joint planning for such

L}

& conferences

Many aducation officials and civic leaders are ine-
terested in improving the opportunities for outdoor
education in the schools and colleges of the State,

Attached is a copy of the progrem of the maw
England Outdoor Education Workshop which soma New
York Etate representatives attended, 8Similar worke
shops have been held or are belng planned by other
states with some assistance fxrdm the Outdoor Educam
tion Project of the American Association for Health,
Physical Education and Recreation, We have had many
requests to hold such a workshop foxr New York State.
L

Outdoor education programs coffer many opportunitios
for attaining the goals of conservation and educa-
tion. There is wide interest in ouidoor education
over the State, This is due to recognition of the
need of youth to acguire knowledge, skills and ape~
preciation of outdoor life; to Keep alive the tra-
ditions and cultural bonds between the pioneer and

* his living descendants, Thar&his recognition, also,
that the conservation and wise use of our natural
resources can be taught morae tnoroughly by one~thae
land experiences of youth in camplng and outdoor
education projects,. . .

A numb&r of school districts are conducting camp-
ing and outdoor education projects as authorized
by Article 91 of the Fducation Law. Several col-
lages in the State also have such projects. We
know of the good work of youyr Department with ree
spect to the camps in some state parks, the public
camp sites and trails on state lands and the con=-
servation education campﬂ. |
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Plaasa note that the attached program features
projects which are important for both congexrvation
and education and that both departments in the New
England states had an important parxt in planning
the workshop. It is our desire to work with your
pepartment in planning such an outdoor education
workshop for New York State to be held early next
fall. While there are many groups that ave intex-
estod in having reprasentatives attend the worke-
shop for which wide publicity is given, we have
been adwvised by the National Director of the Oute-
deor Education Project that the State Departments
of Conservation and Bducation should provide the
initial leadership in such planning.149

fq§‘joint planning efforts which resulicd culminated
in a New Yéﬁﬁ”Staha OQutdoor Education Conference at the
Saéamore Conference Center of Syracuse University in
September; 1957, Dr., Jay B. Nash,‘nr. Archikald Shaw, Dr,.
Robert Fisk, Dr, Merrill Archazd, br.'Georga‘Stoddard, and
Dr. John Millex highlighted the cdnferanca program. In its
closing sessicn the Conference fochsed attention on ﬁhe'bfw
ten‘belabérad toplic of‘”thélnext étaps for Outdoor Education
Programs in New York $tate."lsa In the same month, and only
two days afier the aforementloned conferencé, it looked as,
though a breakthrough might occur in obtaining facilities
for outdoor education 11 New ?ork,State. Then CGoverncx

Averill Harriman had proposed that abandoned military

149, : Hugh Flick and Caswell Miles, "Facilities for School

. Camping and Outdoor Education in New York State,®
. Januaxy, 1957, a letter to the Conmissioner of Edue-
cation from the New York State Education Department
' Piles, :

150, "Conference Program," New York State Outdoor Education
' Confexcnce, September, 1957, |




-1l3C=

installations be used for summer camp purposes and providing
worthwhile activities for youth. His Proposal did not es-
.cape the &tention of EﬁucationACoﬁmisaioner Alien who
drafted the following comments to the Governor:in a letter
dated September 24, 1967: B

I was delighted to read in vesterday's paper your
proposal, made at the Arden House Conference, that
abandoned military installations be utilized fox
summer camp purposes, Your objective--that of pree-
venting delinguency through providing worthwhile
outdoor experiences for boyse=is excellent and I
want to agsure you of the cooperation and support
of t?g State Education Department in every way
ssible, |

I have just returned from a conference on camping
and outdeoor education held in the Adirondacks over
this past weekend, This conference was sponsored
jointly by the Education Department and the Departe
ment of Conservation and was attended by leaders

in education and conservation throughout the State,
After ;listening to some of the posgsibkbilities oute
lined at this conference and then reading the news
report of your spaech at Mrden House, I am nuch ime
pressed by the potentialities in your program not
only for preventing delinguents among boys, hut
also for advancing the guality of our education
programn on manv fronts. I would like to suggest

. that consideration be given to a hroader applxca~
tion of your proposal.: ,

For xany years, leading euucatm s, conservationists
and others have been urging the eupansion and enw-
richment of the educationzl program in our schools
.through greater use of outdoor areas as centers. for
learning. Several of our colleges and a few of our
school districts have been actively devaloping such
centers, The development of these centers cnables
students (a) to get the most out of their oppor-
tunities for learning in the outdoors; (h) to de-
velop an appreciation of what the outdoors has to
~offer; and (¢) to develop a vocational skill and
interest which will later serve recreation, consere-
vation and health purposes. Such outdoor centers
cannot only enrich classroon learning, but can
strengthen the efforts of the schools to improve
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the physical fitness and general all-round mental
and physical well-being of dur youth,

I respectfully suqgest, therefore, that in giving
further study to vour program, conslderation also
be given to the broader use of abandoned wmilitary
installatlions, State camp facilities, and other
racreational areas in our State in providing oute
door educational opportunities as an extension of
our educational system, '

I am prepared to discuss my ideas with you in
greater detail and to designate a member of the
Department to work with whatever committee you nay
be planning to set up. You can be assured of my
wholehearted cooperation in trying to accomplish
the obijectives you have in mind.

Many educators hoped that the availability of such
facilities would demonstrate the long awaited spark of
lea&ership needed to push gchool camping and outdoor educa=-
tion‘aheaé in New Yoxk Statg.v They hoped in vain, Even a '
detailed recommendation for the récapturing af‘Sampson Alr
Force Base and implementing it as an outdoor education cen=
ter in central and western New Yoik went by the board in
1957.%3% S |

Spirits were not dampened completely, however., In .

May of 1960 several leadersrfrom New York journeyed to the

Eastern Outdoor Education Workshop at Happy Acres, Hiddle-
field, Connecticut., Grass roots expansion two years later
(1962) indicated that several State University units had

branched out into outdoor educatién and that thé‘same number

1

151, New.York State Education D@partment, Department of
Health, Physical Education and Recreation Files
. courtesy of Dr. Irwin Rosenstein, - ;
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of on=going programs were operating as had been reported in

1956,

Hope for state leadexrship and faculty programs was

rekindled‘in 1965 when Laurence Rockefeller was re~alected

as Chairman of the New York State Council of Parks. In his

door recreation and education for New York States

Forty vears ago the State of New York established
the State Council of Parks and gave recognition to
the provision of public outdoor recreation as an
important function of govearnment. These have been
fouy decades of accompliahmentgan&,l&adership.

The people of this State now enjoy most of 102
designated state park areas comprising over 200,000
acres. These vesources are capable of providing
recreation for 600,000 pecple at one time, and over
the year some 35,000,000 vse the parks. . «

‘But the greatest challenge lies ahead., We are all
aware of the pressures of increasing population,
leisure time, mebility and income and that these
factors will combine to multiply the need for
healthy, productive and pleasant opportunities for

use of non=working hours,

The next decade will be ajcrucial one., The need
will be great, and the opportunity Ior service will
be great, . )

The State Council of Parks must move ahead in its
tradition of leadership and progress. We must pro-
vide a bold, imaginative and afficient program and
policies to provide a balanced program of outdoox
opportunities woxrthy of the future of New York
Stat&. o o @ ! Co

‘Camping. Camping is our fastest growing recreation
- aetivity, and therce are not encugh individual and
group. camping sites, particularly in regions adga-
cent to our twe largest cities., The potential dee
mand cannot be met wholly within these regions, but
' further capacity should be added wherever possible.
As proven during the past summer, campers, espe=
cially with advance reservations, are not deterred

.election statement he hinted at the challenge in public out=-

T a——
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by adverse weather and make substantial use of
other park facilities. « + &

Bettey Interpretive and Education Services

We are not doing enough in providing nature study |
areas, day camps and cooperative public school o
camps or interpretive services,. -

Education, both formal and informal, is the key

to understanding, enjoyment and appreciation of

the outdeors, particularly in our urban society ,
vhere young people grow up without knowing nature.

Section 4501, Education Law, presently authorxrizes
the establishment of public school capps on a
vear-round basis, if desirable, upon lands made
available to school districts. Something should
be done to implewent this section,. :

Congideration is now being given by other state
agencies to establishing nature study areas ac-
cessible by school bus as outdoor classrooms IZor
.urban pupils. Appropriate sections of our exten=
sive holding at Caumsett, Southside, Wyandanch, 152
Harriman, education-recreational projects. + « «

‘The, challenge was not lost nor forgotten in committee.

In 1956 the Conservation Depagﬁmen? converted its wild game
prop&gatian center at £herburﬁe inﬁo-a Conservation Educa= .
tion Center and hireé John Weegks, a professional educator
and biologist, to develop a faculty for outdoor and nature
studyreduéation. “Undeyr the &i;ecﬁiaﬁ of Al Bromley in the
Conservation ﬂépaﬁtment, plans are;unéefway to develop simiw-
lar centers as education,r@crgatioﬁ parks. A detailed con=
cept,Statemant‘for'these pafkg is éontained in the appéndix'

of this study.

Wwith the retirement of Miles from the department,

152, Laurence Rnckefaller; Priection Addéress as Chairman of
the Council of Parks,® 1965. :
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Dr. Irwin Rosenstein has picked up the reins of leadership

for outdoor education in New York State. Instituting a new
(1567) statewide advisory Committee to Outdoor Education and
Consexvation Educatlon, Rosenstein envisions unified educa« .
tional efforts within and without the State Education De-
partment of aducation as the key to success in the future,

The added impetus'of reéiunal Title IXIXI projects like the

ones in New Paltz and North'nempstéad portend to contribute
significantly to current efforts to advancé school camping}
cutdoor education, and conservation education in New York

State,

~n

Other Devélmpments at Large.
A Muéh of the early developménts in fh@ school camping
hovemant were generated in th& states of Michigan, New |
Jersey,}an& Hew York. Powcvnr, attlaxqa, individual ac-
tlvity in the various regional areas of the United Statés

glves one an indication as to how the mov&ment was gprc&dino

throughout the country from 1n4tia1 developments in the

4 ) I

¥ aforerentioned throe states,
*ﬁf; . ~ In %Texas, for &xamplcg'a citizens delegation became
| inte;esﬁeq in séhool camping, and in 1948, this group
visited the Battle Creek school camp at Clear Lake. At that
time a newiéamp was being ééSigne& and -built in Tyler for

school canping during the'school'months'and for agancy




