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The increase in numbers of children being identified and classified as Educable
Mentally Retarded has established the need for a program for these children which
will provide a lang range developmental sequence of skills and knowledge that will
prepare them for the real world. We are facedwith the obligation of developing a
program that will successfully carry them from the first through the twelfth grades
and into their vocational and social life. We need to prepare these children in fomr
areas of adequecy; Personal, Social, Academic, and Vocaticnal.,

It was our aim to establish a curriculum development set-up in a fashion which would
allow for change as time and experience warrant. Teachers in the field are often the
best sources of methodology and materials, We hope you will coantribute your ideas to
this work.

four envolvement in the development of this curriculum is highly sought. We have
established the form which is to be followed, that is, stating the objectives in
behavioral texms, This in itself has proven to be mn invalusble lesson for us.
Behavioral objectives strive to present in a simple, clear, and readily wnderstandable
terms the specific objective the student should be able to reach somewhere in his
learmning continuum. Since behavioral objectives lend themselve quite easily to the
academic areas of learning, this presented no problem. The social skills, howsver, are
often difficult to present so as to meet the criteria for behavioral objectives. In
same Instances, we have placed social skills in terminal behavior. Terminal behavior
is defined as that behavior which is a logical outgrowth and culmination of previous
objectives.

You will find that much of our methodology is relevant to the objective, but you
will also find that you have some ideas which better serve the objective. Our methods
are suggested; your are sought by us to increase the functiming of all teachers. More
and more, we are realizing the validity of the statement that all children are individuals.
Methodology needs to change with the individual child, class, and teacher. The more
methnds we have, the better we can implement these objectives.

Materials are also presented, but again in a relatively brief outlined manner, You
again are the individuals who produce and recognize usable materials. Flease sharc these
with others. It is part of your responsidility toward all childrem to share ideas and
materials with others in ths field.

We have establised the groun¢ work for this guide, We have set up a continuum
for development, Ve have established behavioral objectives as our method of presentatiomn,
This has been no small task, We now need your cooperation and knowledge. The students
who are seeking guldance and help from all of us are in need of your help.

THE 1969 WRITING COMMITTEE




PHILOSOPHY OF EDUCATION

' WE BELIEVE

THAT the guardianship of public educatian is a trust and an cbligation. That |
the goals of education are fundamentally the goals of a democracy and an introduction !
into the workings of a republic. In a deeper sense by affording full recognition |
to our republic we are acknowledging the duty, discipline, and responsibility ;
demanded of all citizems, |

THAT members of the Board of Public Instruction are elected representatives of the
people to whom the schools belmg.

THAT the Board of Fublic Instruction is a policy-making body responsible for
financing quality education, evaluating the total school program, and comsnmicating
with their sovereign peers--namely, the people.

THAT the Superintendent and his staff are the executive officers of this school systen
and their respmsibility is to make recommendations to the Board of Public Mnstruction
and carry out Board policy.

F THAT we are living in an ever~changing world and that education mmust be subject to
change to meet the challenges of today and towmorrow.

THAT the quality of educatim in our school system is directly related to the quality
of our teachers and to the financial support of the people.

THAT teaching is a profession and that our teachers, accordingly, should be dealt with
as professimals and the proper envirmment shojld be provided in our system so that
the talents of our teachers may be fully reslized.

THAT naninstructional personnel are a vital part of our total school progrem and
that their services should be rewarded camnensurate with their abilities.

THAT an active and purposeful school program must be directed toward the common needs
of all youth regardless of race, religion, or socioeconomic status and that we
recognize and must consider the unique differences and needs of each individual.

THAT pupils are the most important resource in our school system and that we have

a definite responsibility to make available to them opportunities to develcp the
skills, habits, attitudes and character traits essentisl to rich personal living which
will enable 2 sound choice of and effective participatian in a vocstion, a concept of
hmsn relatimships based on mutual recognition of common interests and produce
responsible, cotributing citizens.

THAT educatin is a local function, a state responsibility, and a national concem.




e

PURPOSE

In Palm Beach Comnty it is the purpose of the Board of Public Instructiomm
to wnderstand and provide for the needs of every child. In order to provide
continuous teaching of the basic skills and tools of leaming, we will

make available a wide range of learning experiemces.

By so doing, we will stimulate the intellectusl curiosity, pramote the
intellectual inquiry, and develop rational powers and analytical thinking
to effect continuous learning on the part of every boy and girl throughout
his lifetime,

We will provide for childremn according to their varying needs, interests,
abilities and-levels of leaming capacities,

By cooperating with the home, church, and other commmity agencies, we will
do our best to develop each child to his ultimate physical, social, moral,
spiritual and mental potential.

We herein dedicate our efforts to develop citisems yho are effective in a
democratic soclety as embodied wnder our republican form of government and
in our American way of life.




INTRODUCTION

The primary class for the Educablc Mentally Retarded is composed of pupils
with chronological ages from seven to ten and with mental ages ranging from about
threae and a half to six,

This grouping draws together those pupils who are ready for a social and
academic program, The program aims at furthering their social, psychological,
and physical readiness for the next stage of development.

The pupils learn by means of games and activities of short duration, which
can be structured for the purpose of developing (1) confidence through successful
accomplisliaent (2) habits of physical health and safety (3) language and speech
skills (4) beginnings in quantitative concepts (5) visual and auditory abilities
(6) competence in gross-motor skills (7) thinking abilicies (8) awareness of
directionality and (9) general work habits and attitudes which will permit them
to benefit from group participation.

Educational authorities in mental cetardation agree that the broad goal
for the educable retarded is to develop indupendent living skills. Thus, the
behavioral objectives in this section may be grouped under four headings: family,
social, and civic skills; good work habits and skills; essential academic skills;
and personal adjustment.

Varied methods, activities, and experieﬁces are provided which are geared
to the level, capacity, limitations, and characteristics of each individual child.

. s -
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