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‘This resource unit is based on,reséarCh,COnauctedey”  ,‘ |
1 and Ernest Valenzuela;ﬁexperienced:cléSsrbomvteachersk, o
of African history'and'culture_'The-unit.COnsists>nyanfintroduction' ,‘

'5f 3-by Mr. Garland and two major parts, Part I is an annotated .

= bibliography"df’SeleCted.sources90n?VariouS*aspects,of traditional
.:AfricaniReligionfuseful,in‘CIaSSr00m3Stud T
',j;modelvteachingﬂunit:of'two,Weeks,duratiqnjfbuilt,¢nfén;inguiﬁyj‘,Qeiw ,“w'
1,f” téachingStrategy;and~utiliZesWa*va¢ietyﬁof]audio,andfviSﬁdl{éSgwell', f,»
{Tf}ﬂas writteﬂQmaterialsidesigned;for,uSe byfhighjschoo1,Sthents,[The;, fw m‘
*E*Qteachingaplanaand*inStruCﬁional materials;WhiChvcOmprisegthi$}uﬁit;Wgg1 5'm
.’,*haven0t*been'teStedCin any“clas§rQomgsettingvbutfare)preSéntedjas;a‘jg¢g"
~ model of one possible way to introduce a study of traditional African |
ng}g:eligion+~Relatedﬁddcumehts arefED,023,692;*ED¢023B693i1Eﬂ5030'010f-~ ﬁ* .
. BD. 032 324-ED 032 327, and ED 033 249, (Author/Ls) . . . -

y» Part II' consists of a
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y Preface

This resource unit has been prepared by'William E. Garland,»dj
research assoeiate on’ the staff of Project Africa, a social studies‘rw
curriculum research and deve10pment project located at Carnegie«MEIlon
University in Pittsburgh Pennsylvania. It is based on research con-'
ducted by Lynn Mitdhell and Ernest Valenzuela,‘experienced classroom |
teachers of African history and culture.o The unit itself has been .

’ideai?ned in consultetion with leading specialists on African religiontww
and culhﬁre, includlng Dr. Fela Sowande of Howard University, and the Ld
G:Cultural.Affairs Office of the Nigerian Embassy inﬁWashington,ﬂ .C.. o

This resource unit consists of an introduction and two major ‘

- 3 A

,parts. ¥In the introduction, Mr. Garland outlines several different S

- ways to organize a study of traditional African religion and points d

X PR o : '
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| "out some problems inherent in each approach..;n

An annotated bibliography of selected aources on various aspects

SR

of traditional African religion comprises Part I of this report.; In-."

‘cluded here are brief descriptions of selected materials that'W111

W
A

in classroom study of traditieual African religion.; These

e f,

: materials hawe been classified and annotated ln a variety of ways.

\—/4(

Reference to ‘1is list may provide materials and/or ideas which will

3 J\ »V. m L

mske possible the deveIOpment of units of study on traditional African B

\ e

eliglon organized along the lines of one or more of the approaches f_'

3 i it

suggested by Mr. Garland or devised by any classroom teacher. |

“ ;A f‘.?:"{,]

Part II of this report consists of a model teaching unit of two

ffllois‘o:*f weeks' duration. This unit is built on an inquirynteachiag strategy

and utilizes a variety of andio and visual as well as written materials

to explore the functionality of African religion as well as the nature

P




of African and our owm religious experience. It has been desigued for

!) :" 5*1, » o

use by high school seniors. B

This teaching unit, as reprinted here, includes daily lesson plsns,

<o
LY

;outlines of all audio and visual materials and copies of all handouts, |

work sheets end study guides designed for student use. The unit con-”

cludes'with a copy of reading marerials selected for student use. All

S N

".tescher materisls in this resource unit are printed on yellow paper.

| Materials for use by the students are printed on'white paper to fecilitate

X A

“;duplication by a thermofsx or other similar process.

It?should*be noted that the tesching plan snd instructional materials

wA';

~:,which comprise this unit, while designed by experienced classroom teechers,

k'””ihawe not been tested in any classroom setting.' They may ‘or msy not be

”“*]fimmediately useful for any specific curriculum or group of students.

““.a;They?sre presented‘here@ rather, es a model of one possible wey to’ﬁ"
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|  Barry K. Beyer, Director
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'WW'Jf1{AP§f&§&abhfﬁfbf;fﬁéﬂ$§ﬁé?5%f§méflaﬁ&gbflimmémséﬁuariety%ﬂnd*sharpvcbﬁétfésts.

- Nowhere are ‘these features more evldent;thanﬁin»the;meligionaﬁpracticéd*by the
. peoples living in this vast region. A great number of religions flourish in the
;«grga,aouthnofw@hgvsahggg,w Hindqiam,,Judatsm,mlelam‘andfChnfstianityféKdetiq as
5ﬁéil“aéfPfﬁtéﬁﬁﬁdtféadﬂC&thdliqvéﬁnumbﬁr their adherents in the ters of thousands,
lﬁﬁﬁﬂgedgigdhétiﬁeéfih;théwmillidné,_,Numeroua;other religious sects also abound -
,Zﬁa¢ﬁsﬁﬁhatféfe'iﬁd;gbnduéftp,Afggca,itsalf.';In,fact,qit:LS‘thasa‘indigénoqs religions
W,@héﬁIaﬂéfﬁhﬁHvé:y;eéaaﬂQQ”Of‘thg real Africa, that sustain and integrats the livee
- ond cultures of the peoples by whom they are practiceds . i - o . S

TR N B
= ke for

}

- 0One way to gain a better and desper understanding of the peoples of Africa
‘*éﬂuﬂh,Of_th6;5ahﬁtgy;Pf,theirqu4ge;9xstemso.ﬁhe£hab1tﬂt”in*Wﬁluﬁ”thévﬂlivagthai”q
;;ﬁﬁﬁﬁégy;fan&i”i“"“”""tb@;entigpqugiticalg.social. sconomic and ideational milisu
in ‘which they live - their total culture = is: through a etudy of indigenous Africen
Ureliglons bath in heir}tt@d;ﬁ;qnalaforms~andaundafythe“impqct of alien beliefs and
weys of 1 “Such ;éthygm;ght;bamonganizedrinﬂanyfnUmber o?‘wéyg:qapeﬁding‘.[}ff‘
he.epecific.leerning objectives selostede =

piéhdéa?gaph.mtghtvwetl~bevtowsu:vey?briéfly;sbmaAnffthgiﬁéligious
d’éf‘QalaptedgAfrtcanEpaopIeSuWHSuchﬂah‘abbrpathha$jseriﬁQ$Q,f4k
'y hou "DSUFQatuwmagimgxwitchcraﬁt.\divinatidh;:anﬁsstarijpahipmg %
S ﬁ,,,‘WJMwﬂﬁf#‘,mﬁgaaaq.pgtygsiva.faatvmesfoﬂ\traditibﬁaI*African'rellgIOng~T,gmw3
-_ m1ght,ﬁbﬁﬂltTpriﬁééilywin;a"deﬁigpation of these features and practices as "savage"
;pr?thiMitive.”J Invulvement in such a study could easily lead students to respond,

- -

v

t )ﬁat7pagan1$m‘wga,wtdﬁngutfji;53ftff”jfﬂf,‘ S
ow it.seams like it peally is’ =~ ' -
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o often seame to pereist aven in the face of attemts to.discoer &
o Indee »::t0. present ‘data simply et &'descriptive .level tends -

......

‘blases and etereotypes about Africas primitiveness

:sfudy Africa's indigerfiols’ religions 1e to ‘organize the study.
aeds of menkind, = Students cauld, for exenple, compere
-and lestern ansusirs to such questione.as "Why illnese?",
o suPfering?!.’ Although this' focus mey have considerable.
lente, perticularlyas it deals with religion et en .
xpyepbexotipﬁadleVéIQ7ﬁhété?ééemftbwnggaw§§ 1ag;ﬁﬁ1qu1t1es;
*_appngaphawﬁlt=maygb§ﬁQU£ﬁe“diffi&dlt;”Féf'éxémﬁle, to develop
~about African religion - that is an ability to.judge the applioebility
7§ﬂ¢gn&A@¢1¢anmcamtéﬁﬁfﬁﬁih~thiﬁjf%?hiqn;‘,Theraéare,atmleaétvtwﬁvvv ‘
ble reasone. for this. inadequacyy: ' @i. oo o oo o ohe AES ARiSEASE tuaT

S S Eh

R e sy S SN T R
it R .'!')‘;i{,.l..‘ DA ) .
§ ey .

Fiz 11y, oroanized religton gyeriwtire engages in promoting ethno- . -

o ha extent that studénte are themselves religious, it seems - -
the reaction to Afri “férértg;qﬁgfwi;l,bé;,tf'n¢£QQQtrightahoskilityg
SupeRficlal tolerances Furthermore, should ‘one sesume, efter . ...,

seanchy that students share s more seculer, rationsl outimok .o : ;-
4 imay indeed reject g priori all religious explanationa.of. ..
: : ;,Ev;‘.,v‘a;“.‘ R B L ’ . k . R E:'_'”‘.T _‘f‘ ?‘ g vl “‘;;_“,w”::. AR
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i~ man®s needs as simply species of intellectual error In shorty, dealing with these,
B the manifest functions of African religion, could produce a head-on confrontation
. botween values basic to both traditional African and contemporary American life.
+-1%.also appears -quite certain that traditional African religion would hardly get .
@& feir "heering® under-thees circumstances. . B -
... A third approach to the study of traditional African religion is to center
. the activities on what a religion does for the society in which it is experienced.
' The focus of such a study might be to discover how religion, as an "organ" of a
- ... 8pecific African culture, interacts with other major "organs" or instituticns of
~ that culture = how it interacts with the institutions of family and kinship,
governing, social control and economic ‘well=beings While ‘this approach offers a
way to lessen the interplay of ethnocentric bies in the learning process (and
_possibly challenge these biases as a result), there are nevertheless saveral problems
connected with its implemsntation.

TRy e

T F_It}appagrewthatcAmenicanuyouth&ara*pécoming increasingly secular in their

~ attitude toward life. Thus one difficulty is related to the problems created by

‘othnocentric biase High school st.dents may have considerable difficulty in grasping

. the extent to which African religion pervaedes every aspect of traditional African
-ltfé;_flhis7diff1Qu1ty,‘in,turn;xsuggéSESfano%haf,vnamélyjthat,Sinpa "religion” ie

~virtually coterminous with "culture" in traditional African settings, the level

.~ of abstraction is often so high that it is difficult for one to work in any colherent

~ way with it, Indeed, since it appeers that structure needs explanation prior to

»’“fﬁé“ihyastigéﬁiqﬂgofmfupction,_therewis;aalikelithdfthafjall'of“ghe,méjqnpﬁaatpmas
’ af‘gn“ﬂfriﬁaquultqns,W111,nged,tp{beﬂatwleast*dBSCribéd”géforé‘studying how the
B  religlous experience helps keep such a structure (a people’s culture) running -

i Should such a ‘study be organized along inquiry 1lines, a fourth difficully

. arises, Data which is neceassary to meke inferences.or generalize about specific

_ functions of Africen religion is most scerce. For example, the nearest approximae

_ tion of religious data in this, form-is: found in.Murdock?®s Ethroaraphic Atlas

- but this work does not inclide data which maekes it possible to draw functional
 inferences from or make such genmeralizations about treditional African religione
o There'is, ‘finally, a fourth alternative approech to studying traditioral
_ African religion. This is to simply accept.the inevitability of student ethnoe

. centrism erd instead ‘employ African religious experiences in such a way as to

- promote inquiry sbout religion in the students' own world. Perhaps the data may

- then be conceptualized as a series of.candles which, when lighted, place in relief
qéﬁﬁéétéﬁdf*fbiigi¢h $hﬂbur ggg;puL§ugq,yhich@before.ﬁadfbeénfhiddéﬁ bY“its_“nprmalﬂﬁy
QfThejmayéffﬁfmbiEhfféligggpsféffil;atiQnﬁsiill;appearwtb*ﬁﬁFect‘ahdftaVBallvaLUQE' o
~+and class in the United States is one area which might thei be investigated. In
- this perspective, of course, the level of analysis: may. be at either ths personal

e oo

"end idiosyncratic or the eultuggk,andain_éach@caaa;ibnlygthose"dif?icultias“th ' } °

N - R e L

- essociated with thhocentrism need be considered by the teacher.

i

(5LES 0 There is*yetgﬁnbthéfjﬁgab;éml—.in;aﬂditionatoustuﬂeht (and teacher) ethno-
. centrism - which effects any study of traditional African religion, and especially
~ eny study of it based on inquiry~-teeching strategies. This problem relates to the
- degree to which reason can be applied to an understanding of gany religious’ experienc:
~tenet or behavior. The religious sphere of humen action is' fundamentally hetero-
‘gensous to*tﬁé-saCularjaﬁpééﬁs”df,lifag,_Paﬁhaps~thquroblemTwh;éh*results is most
cleerly demonstrated by one aspect of this heterogensity: ‘religion everywhers is
 based upon ‘faith and its purposes and practices do not adait, consequently, of
g retional ‘anslysis. It may thus not be possible to epply the procedures of rational
B  analysis to such a diametrically opposed sphere of humen lifs to derive any valid
- understanding of that phencmenon. :
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 Introduct1oQ;§9 Ngterials 1n TrgditiggyI‘Afﬁican Relioion

In spite of the ﬁwnblemé implipitixn~at%emptfngto study about Africen
or in attempting fo use African religion as a vehicle for geining inaighte

. religion » ‘

';Evinﬁomthé,behavicr and valugs of Africans ms well as of ourselves, such study cen

" be a rswarding and informative experience. In order to assist teachers in plenning
. guch studies, we have prepared the following materials. Reference tc them should

be useful in desining units of study on traditional African religien organized

- .along the lines of one or more of the approaches suggested above.

. PMRT I ‘Selégted:Matgrigls,oquraditional African Relicion
" 9T II A Teachipo Unit on Traditional African Religlon
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Thia 18¢ brie? and comparaiiVQ“preseﬁﬁa%fENMbF traditfﬁnal%ﬂfridan
explanations of life and deaths Not only revealing the common liteﬁary
motifs Africans tend to employ in such stories, the selections also
demonstrate - with often striking clarity = the resemhlances to the e
Biblical mythology in the Judaic~¢hris%ian tra&itian. S L

L
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leldman, Busan (ed.).

R R T TE T LRV MM A A ETTEERTTURNEIRR Y SOV EWIP S 1)

Naw York: Dall Publi”uwng

NG b ¥ 013 ..,,
By ws"{”‘ Mgy v BN T

. N
Bty { g’ R A ;“M%

B Thevedltor‘a 1ntrbductiunﬁté thrs fine»callac%ion of African oraf‘%reditions
provides’ an: aspecially tleéar ‘perspactive: of 'the place of' ofal “traditidns S
gup.in the lives.and. the. neliglons ofmtraditional African cultures.vmm«'mwu D ]

Hetskuvlts.*Malvilley”‘ ThS?HUM“ﬁ*Fa§ton§ n.Ch
Alfred A, Knopf, 1967. 500 pp.

1. Changing Afpd ‘5New Yérkf?*f
Hardecover. ﬂﬁ“%“”'*wﬂ ““&‘*W"“,“*L“‘,,

Anbhrapologist Herskuvits detatls the" veriuua Wac ‘“o?f“hanga;no 4o
‘progress intAfeives’ Although generalizatiorisabout” chiangé” in such a'"
- Wedtrarea assAfrica: should be: approached with’ great - calition,” the" author
~hevertheless haé mades availabls & 'very 1htelllgible explanation'éf“uhis S O
complex topic. Beginning with a descriptioi’ of ' the: base ‘11né" for ‘thénge = BN
essentially rural cultures - Herskovits goes on to describe the dmpact Lo
| - of Western contact and rapid urbanization on African education, polﬂggpp;_
~ webraliglon’ ahd;: Lhgehéral, tiadi tisnal: Valués)' Highly ecémmended £or' "
- the nemcomers to African traditional life. PR ey

N “ o o #ﬁk; 1 ',, { E_, , ; \‘t M la}a’- R ot 1‘5 zrd b ‘ ’ :{. ,? i “‘}E i- 5 ‘,”; %u? & hl%l vy ‘ ; _‘\ 3. :," L
Parblhdbr' tsorfrey;°‘ 1dlon 4h APpL Baltimofe, Md 8 f
253 pp. paper. S : ) ‘ ‘ SR ‘ ““zﬂc 1 SR

This is a brisf but excellent introduction to the gemergl rgligious L
v gkpertence 1 Afrdcat SV both in"the traditionel and: “modern““aettihg$$”““‘
The author makes some attempt to present to the' reader an’analysis of
. tiids experience at the level of social organization = that is, the ﬂgtans
“Punstion: qﬁzréﬂigiﬁﬁ (poﬂiticai sacerdotilization ‘social’ con&rbls,
_{e% cetéra) in-additionito his' unusually clear axplication*b%‘t R
of Lndi vidual*religinu:fﬂarticipationiﬂ Rmést uséPul bédk for, the ﬂeacher

new to Africe and who may desire an 1ntroduction to ﬁhe Africah religious
awpariances. ,
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Turnbull, Colin m. Jradition and Change in African Tribal Life. New York:
The World Publiﬁhlng Cos; :19664:271 ppe Hardcovers .0 .o .

Dre Turnbwll, a noted anthropologist and authority of African culbures,
o helps to make it possible to see the world through the eyes of members -
% of traditional African cultures. The book is organized around the life
. wele of individual Africans = from birth to death - and demonstrates
the.ways in which traditional values are; given to the young and "acted
‘out" by thayadulg ‘and ageds . Perheps. the bast. ‘quality .of this work is
its readability -'for it should appeal not only to the adult who wishes
20 knqw mnre about Afvieanwcultures,tbut elso to students at the secnndary

| R e Vv 3 )
RSN N B NN 9

¥ .-
2 Y

S DA E Lt PR atand wall el et ey Y '
rhe eeleetiens briefly annota%ed bele y:. 1nclu ea yarietyyefrways ef‘
looking at the religious experiences of particuler African traditional
«eulyures, tEach seugce. ln turn, 48, more completelyannotated. in the:.
h weert B ef this blbliography. aggm,

L ‘h';g‘;",} .

LEE ey

Cogpy Do i

h ‘ '-uwx'artwmi
*Ltdo’ 19670 190 PP. ﬂeper. f??mmx“:uaﬂf

Londons: Heinemapn, Educational : Booksj:
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. Things. F 11. A 'r‘wrevelveeuareund 2. proud:and: sometimee vlelent Ibo;:

‘ warrlerg Dkonkweg 'Sﬁlnds lt hard to exist.at a time:when: tradltignal
"f“Values are adually‘fading,away,, In the.end, life becomes: toe: much. of
i eetrugglez oL hlm and;he takes hle own liFe, desplte the taboe agalnst

euicide 1““'

NP -
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LondoﬁagHeinemahn Edgeatlonal Beeks,‘Ltd.,

1969. 201 PP. Paper;';

- Ky 5ot -
[ T LAY IER A O L S " ‘ H
P2y ‘1,.‘.35“" R gTeER Thloen S IR NETAET U PR w ‘ S

“This is a novel set in Yeruba territory in Western Nigeria. It portrays
;;the confrontation betweep Yeruba values and. xhoee efuthe Waet (Brltieh
?.Colonlal Administratlanb PR g

5 axplaining the: tribal arigine end. develepmentb of Ashanti
s, author makes an/attempt: to explain: Ashanti religiony
organizetions: Of. particular importanice ‘sfthe

"and”gnvefnment_
&mﬁgthe Geldenastaol of . the Aehanti¢fa,w@x Ly

Idowu, E. Bo Dlodumare; Gog in Yoruba Belief. New York: Frederick A. Praeger,
‘1966. 222 pp. Hardcover. - 7 |

:ﬂ;@l*An ordained Yoruba mlnieter of the Wethodist church ‘presents the most
,k["vtherough deecriptien of traditional Yoruba religion avallable. His discus-
- sion is supported with abundant primary source data =- partlcularly in the
“g[form of religious oral traditiors which are often translated in full. This
hewever. hae been challenged by some fer ite alleged "Chrietian“
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Kenyatbo, Jomo. Fgg;ng Mt,ikangg; The Tribgl Lifo of tbo g;kuiﬁ;i New York:
Random House, Ince, 1962, 326 ppe Papere.

L4

A Gikuyy himself, author Kenyatta brings to his own oultuoe tha trained
eye of an anthropologist, and, in so doing, expertly describes the structure
of this East African way of lifa. \ R I L T E s BT
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‘Lays, Cumara. Th “Dar k Bhild. " New VerK: Noonday Press, 1954188 ppe Hardcover.

st e oAnTony @ ool B e sote e L B oy
cﬁmom& Ldyo oobistigallynroopaates tha olaar mamorios of an Afrioan
“childhagd:= a.childhood which:began in. “the. trgditional interiov of

| ﬂnanchﬁWaat Afniga angd- endadqu aaplane haaded%for France.n{ :

Lo

Cowtgen W
‘u J?" =‘f-‘:,’ N A v

This 15 a novel about Chishu, an Ibo widower who:has.: devoted;har entire
life to the raising of her only son Nnannae The tale develops a poignant
narrative of a woman whose entire worid:is, ‘gradually destroyed- -as:her son
becomes drawn toward Western education and the new 1deas 1mported into the

Nigerian state by wgstorn settlerse 1 ¢ A1) oogt ol REUTRN
| R | L1ar oyl warlmin
Ngugi, Jmmea. The Riuer nggaon.k London. Heinemann Educational Books, Ltd,,‘
19650 175 pp. Papar. | s S RN fgx.f:., FIY vr‘}.i‘t‘m a J‘hl"d;.‘:i"

James Ngugi haa providad us with a peroeptive tale of trodition and ohange
in Gikuyuland, Kenya. Wai yeki, the hero of the novel, represanto the '
classical conception of a marginal man = standing betwesn traditional

 Gikuyu culture and that of the West as represented by British missionarios"~
- 4in Kenyas Tragedy for Waiygui follows his attampte to form a oultural |

"bridga between thase two worlds.v

P A qeivge w ke I Y s LB P O AT e S

New York Praoger,
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&9§6¢w1@4399w Handaover. Ll

B "f:j
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T‘Sowande, lela. 1fa (a pamphlat published by the author ond avaﬁlabla by
'»Jwriting him at Howard UniVeraity. Washington, D Co ) 1964. 7¢ PP Paper.

This brﬁof pemphlet mekes a case for a differant 1nterpratation'oonoruba o
treditional religion from thot explained in Idomu.\o” ; : .

!Q hg M’ ’ o ;34 i ‘*a ,if]




< ’ v o ] ] - v Kk 2 v !
- ; L NI [ T il 1 - S
4" .
i
[ \ g
§ | ‘ ' N
. . o
T ‘ 4 ' *
i , ‘
, .[ C . . ) !{
N
N | “ ‘ I I. SELECTED ASPECTS DF TRADITIONAL AFi RI CAN RELI GION -
,%o : SR et e ST L i : : o AT u;;:w;;rﬁ“f :
N Ei ‘ w .‘} :, :%’{:‘45 : éi;‘;x«‘z‘z‘!(nl‘? '; ;
r;
i A. INDEX T0 TOPICS AND SOURCES ,
. ‘ R T DEETL RS EF R X IARN0 BT R R AR R S B P TS B KRN (Y SERLEE L BTPREREE (M N
| et »ff% st et ylduesen apaiat we gt e, e RN T T B S P T RN E T
s . AN B I3 . SN B N BN [ N
L Ihe Features of Reliafon GEREL oy e ke Py :
S
‘ + FLT N v w byt o e ¥ X t [ hougne " bl i b i

Tha many features of religion may ba categorized 1n a variety o? ways.
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Africa, like all areas of the world, has unﬁergono parioda of rapld

|- change in recent decades, Among the factors responeible for these chenge
J \are rapid upbanizatién and contact under a’ varioty of conditions with

the alien cultures. The following excerpts describe some of the effects
on traditional African life and religion which have sometimes followad
trom these changas. Futi

gt g
P

< * P e
.,“ 1 s g N . o - ¥y
, Q -?:’w .,;’ \;;'43?5%' {“I" H¢ p'r\.hm ‘»P‘“ e } oot ORI N ]
. . L e
T (X 3 sy i vt
g "k 4' £ .
CUltur Conf Pian s
: % .. ; o C .
«w. ERke M A R Yo I S SO TR
: ' .
[ NP s N
P PP r oy T . *
1, 2 u, 205 281 e
N
N 1
o
et B -
SRR te
R I i
o4 oo
i e ‘

Dne of the many areas which may ba explored to explain a particular ’

¢ [t-religlous’experdence 1a-that of ‘the' physicallenvironment = the»tﬁpography
and climate, for example, ‘amohg-which the culture 1ife has evolved.
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. le Achebe, Chinua. Thin S‘FallvA'artq“_London. Heinemann Educational Books,
e s e

pe 48 A mothar educatas her children by telling %hem stories
.. about her people's past. The tals .of "the guarrel :
" _betwaan the Earth and Sky" is related in fulle
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o Sggged Bgliefs
pp. 9~11 .»fFears of the spirit world are explainad in thisobrief
e ;passage about traditional Ibo culture.

"f‘A discusslon of-peraonalygods; Ao
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Discussion of a “sacred traa.
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This paasage is concernad with deécribin 'the African‘ 
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view of ‘the arrival of missionaries in Iboland,;kigaria.
As a particularly lucid and- humorous‘“ccognt of-this:

A

“event, this passage might prove useful as a Springboard

'”fto introduce the concept "athnocentrism“" Q?f~ﬁi7§ir‘

_‘ fAn account of the ritual to ba obseriadxwhgp;pngﬁﬂggggigsfv‘,;;i;\
an oracle end a brief description of the reascns one S
;5cunsultsbsuch deity in Iboland. Nigeria.;‘l,,1
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,.{rﬂA brief discussion of baliefs.about, the’chag,gtsnﬂof the
",jguardian apirit - Or "chi" - of each Ibo 1nd1vidua1. 3

*h5R°11§15“S*“ﬁfméiégﬁiﬁét ths Pfaﬁticé'ofvéuicidé; ;c!"i

;f;fDiacuasion of relatinnship batwsen demands of oracle and
”kﬁg'lndividuél freedom between two of tha charactars in the
lfj,novel.  : ‘ ,,,,

| drial us*anany is daa 1bad hara at some 1ength. S
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S Ppe 26«29 The annual "Week of Peace" 1s a religious ceremony:

B b thmuenD aefst o ctieny dunding which time notone-is:to.be:beaten in a.family;
[ no work is done and other day-to-day sorts of activities
are suspended - as if society were catching its:breath.
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A specifi example oF a may in which & peran~~1mfpaases
;upan a‘phildﬁggg*"neality" .of-ancastors iniﬁvamyday;life,
eibhene,. 1syalaq deseribed ‘ong-0f.the functions of anceator

worship 1n the raisxng o?wa qhildu‘ o

AN HUgheB,iLangston ‘(ede) s
?IndianaﬂUniversﬁtyAPress, 1963.

UllimBeier%» * “:i? 1ist' 4in an; lanqnage;‘tfanslates
for-the: readeriaibrief bit bf Pelk wisdom passed down
orally through tima 4n Yorubaland, Nigerias It concludes
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that‘“Thefe*is nu Gud lika one'@“throato We havé to-
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Bowdich; an eérly Eufdbean axplorer describes the Golden
Stonl of the Ashanti and - the heliefs asmgpiatad%hithg;

Disbusaidﬁ szoldameoolunf’‘Ashanti.j " >
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