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SPECIFIC SUBJZCT SELF CONCEPT IN IPI AND KON-IPI STUDEHTS

The questionnarie given to s evsnth graders in IPI snd non-
IPI classrooms contained items concerning self concept of abil-
ity in specific subjects and a subject liking set of items.

(See Appendix A, Self Concept of Ability in IPI and non~-IPI
Students;) The four specific subjects are maahe*atics, English
(reading), socizl studies, and science.

Brookover demonstrated that students preferring a perticulsr
subject have 2 higher self concept of ability in that subject 1
than do students wrko like it least. The sﬁéstionnaire used in |
this study did not require students to rank the subjects but
asked them to state whether they 1iked it better this year, last
Year, or equally both years. .

Sincé students coming from a sixth grade IPI classroom had )}
2 substantially different experience tue previous year, some

differences 1n liking a subject should exist between the two

groups, Specifically, one would éxpect that IPI students would
prefer last year's courses. Social ett.dies vas not taught through
individuzl prescriptions as the other subjects were. There should
thefefore be a difference between social studies and the thr:e
other subjects as far ss IPI students are concerned.

| Four hundred elighty-eignt seventh'grade students (including
21 who had IPI in the sixth grade)’were used in this analysis.
Students for whom incosplete datz for one subject existed or

w20 had not taken that subject both yecars were not considered in

that analysis.




The possible range of specific subject self concept of
ability scores was 8 to 40. The total group was divided into
four roughly equal subgroups, based on self concept of ability
score fér each of the four subjects. The number of pupils in
each subgroup responding to the three alternatives in the "1liking"
item was recorded. Finzlly, tae number of students with IPI 3
in the sixth grade for each response was tallied. Resulis are |

given in Tables 1 - 4,

X = 27.525

Numbers in parentheses refer to IPI students

TABIE 1,

SELF CONCEP?

~ MATHEMATICS AND LIKIKG

ram ol A

SELF BETTE: ETTER | ABOUT | ELIM- | TOTAL |
COHCEPT PHIS LAST PHE INATE
~ SCOXE YEAR YEAR SAKE
8-~ 23 41 43 31 1 116,
o : (10)
24 ~ 27 72 20 37 | a2 130
: (1) (z4) |_. (1)
28 ~ 32 90 13 21 0 124
(1) (1) :
33 - 40 98 E 11 o | 18
(1) (:2) : :
~—.'_‘7




SELF BEYTER | BETTER | ABCUT | ELIM- | TOTAL
CORCEPT THIS LAST PHE | INATE
SCORE YEAR YEAR SALE
12 - 24 34 37 31 3 105
(1) ( 3) (1)
25 - 28 49 29 50 2 130
(:1) ( 3) (3)
29 - 32 62 24 40 0 126
(1) (4) (2)
33 - 40 71 19 37 (o] 127
( 2)
X = 28,709
TABLE 2, SELF CONCEPT ~ ENGLISH AND LIKING
SELF BETTER | BETTER | ABOUT | ELIM- | TOTAL
CONCEPT THIS LAST TEE | INATE
SCORE YEAR YEAR SAME |,
8 - 24 37 34 31 3 105
(1) ( 3)
25 - 27 58 29 | 28 1 116
(3) . (1) ( 3) -
28 - 31 85 23 21 0 129
G R N e R |
32 - 40 o4 21 .22 1 138
( 3) ( 2) (1)
- X = 28,314

TABLE 3.

SEIF CONCEPT - SOCIAL STUDIES ANDL LIKING




SELF BETTER | BETTER | ABOUT | ELIF- | TOTAL
| coxcrpr THIS LAST THE INATE |
. SCORE YEAR YEAR SAME 5
. i |
12 - 23 34 41 38 0 113
( 3)
24 ~ 26 51 39 23 0 113 )
| (2) | (4) -
27 - 31 93 24 19 o 136
(5) (1)
32 - 40 . 95 10 12 0 126
: (6)
X = 27.320
TABLE 4. SELF CONCEPT - SCIEHCE AND LIKING

In each of the four subjects for the total group as the
student's sélf concept of ability increases there is a greater

tendency for him to like the current course, Tails supports

Brookover's finding. In mathematics, reading, and science the

students with the weakest self ccncepts of ability preferred

these subjects last year.
When the students with IPI baekgrounds are considered by
z themselves, a departure from this trend can be seen. Mest of
these students preferred their IPI matheﬁatics eourse, regard-
less of their mathematics self concept. Few preferred the current
English or reading course, but more liké it as well as the IPI

curriculum. In sclence, the students with IPI in the sixthn

grade followed the trend of the group as a waole: the hicher

the self concept of ability, tﬁe greater the tendency to prefer
the current course. More of these students liked the current
soclal studies than preferred the previous course, but almost

the same number like the two equally.,




It appears that students taught under the IPI progran in
elementary school in general prefer that curriculum. However,

the extent to which this is true cdepends on vhat the particular

subject 1is.




