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SVALUATION FACTORS

1. ACCESSIBILITY Each of the potential sites should be accessible
lrom most places in the attendance area, One of the most
acute problems facing school administrators today is that of
pupil transportation, Considerations affecting the case with
which pupils may be transported to and {from school; their
safety in walking, cycling, or driving; and the case with which
public and school pcople may come to and leave the school
grounds arc of imnportance in evaluating the accessibility of a
school site to its surrounding area,
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2. ACQUISITION Title to the land of a potential school site is held ;
by some individual, group of individuals, or corporate group, ;
The schoel's position is simpler when there is but one person

witn whom to nagotiate and against whom to file a land condem-
nation suit, Hence the availability of land for acuuisition is rated
by the number of its owners, The knowledge 1s available in local
records and official maps. An appraisal of the true value of the
properly should be made by a competent appraiscr prior to its
final acquisition,
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3. CCOMMUNITY USE This factor is inlroduced because of the school's
importance to the people in its imroediate area, Driving or walk-
ing distanceas o school-commmunity functions, parking facilities
available on or near the site, and the site's general accessibility
are factors to be considerad, A basic question to answer in con-
sicacring this factor is: 'Is the site in proximity tc a present or
future community center and in such a position as will promote
better school-comraunity velations ?"

4., DRAINAGE Drainage is 2 problem of the general topography ol

a site, The land should not be situated in a {lood plain or in an
area subject to serious crosswashing due to seasonal deluges,
—_—

Sub-surface conditions should be ascertained by competent engi-
neers, and an adeguate drainage system planned for the site,

5. LNVIRONMENT General counsiderations for a good school environ-
ment are rated in this category, These might include such factors
as landscaping for protection from noise, wind, aad unsightly local
conditions; proximily to public parks and recreational areas and the
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generdl desirability of the total surrounding arca, Today's
schools, with few exceptions, enhanc? property values in
their residential areas.

6. EXPANSION Many communities lack foresight in selecting
adequate sites, It is necessary for additional land, adjacent to
a potential choice, to be available for future use., Delay in ac-
quiring this land usually results in excessive expenditures,

7. POPULATION In some areas it is not necessary for a site to be
close to a certain population or comraunity center, In most in-
stances, however, a new school will so enhance surrounding
properties that it will create a new population center, In in-
stances in which entire new neighborhoods are developed, a
site of sufficient size to meet the educational and recreational
needs of its residents should be set aside by the developer, The
existing population and its potential growth should be continually
appraised as a pa.t of the district's long-range planning program.

8. PREPARATION Tne degree of difficulty involved in preparing
the site for the construction of the physical plant should be noted.
A check of the surrounding structures, if any exist, will generally
reveal any adverse effects on those structures duc to scttling caused
by poor subsurface conditions, A final check should be made by com-
petent foundation and structural engineers. They should familiarize
themselves with the conditions in the arca and advisc the district
concerning the initial grading and the preparation {or the school’s
foundations, Estimates of the cost of the site preparation should
not be made until test borings have been evaluated with respect to
the size of the anticipated structure, Tests can usuaily be made
prior to the acquisition of the site on consent of the owner of the
land,

9. TOPOGRAPHY Natural topographical fcaturcs should be appraised
with respect to the plant and educational program anticipated for
the site, Such features as shape,contour, drainage, land faults,
subsurface conditions, existing structures, roads, railways,
rivers, swamps, wooded areas and other geological and topo-
grapnic hazards must be considered in this rating.




10, TRAFTFIC Potential sites should be rated with respect to their
proximity to through streets, arterial highways, and principal
freeways, Their positions may be found on city maps, A check
with county and state planning offices will reveal future plans
regarding new construction in any particular area, Itis impor-
tant to have knowledge of the location of all railways, bridges,
viaducts, underpasses, canals, rivers and creeks that have
to be crossed by children going to and from schools, Public
and school transpoxrtation routes must also be charted and
evaluated,

11. TUTILITIES Prior to the selection of a site in a particular area, the
location and sizes of the following utilitics should be ascertained
with respect to the anticipated new plant needs: water, gas,sani-
tary and storm sewers, and electric power iines, These should
be rated with respact to their potential scrvice connections,
casements, and nuisance to play and building areas,

12, ZONING Zoning factors may be appraised by an examination of the
city and county ox regional zoning ordinances and maps. From
school documents the effects of industry and commerce on the
school environment, with respect to smoke, noise, odoxs, and
other hazards can be made, The growing number of Jocal and
commexzcial airports is another important factor to consider

Q in studying zoning provisions, Information can be obtained by

contacting airport officials as to their future plans for expansion,
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13, ACREAGE All open and relatively undeveloped avea suitable as a
potential school site should be appraised on the basis of local
school needs, The educational program determines the size of a
school site., Most of the nationally recognized standards are
minimum standards only, Most school districts try to exceed
these mimimum standards by twenty to thirty per cent - overcrowd-
ing occurs rapidly where minimums are used as adequate,

14 and 15, LOCAL CONDITIONS OPTIONS Fach comimunity has particulari-
ties not anticpated on a general rating scale, These may be special
items a community rates specially -- items not to be found in auny
other district, These may be such factors as proximity to the exist-
ing attendance aveas of similarly organized school districts, pro-
imity to the existing attendance areas or site of another school in
the same area, or proximity to an airport or its take-off and/or
landing patterns and the noise and safety hazards created,
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INFORMATION
FURNISHED
BY THE SCHOOL DISTRICT
ATD
BY AN ARCHITECT
PRIOR
T0 THE SELECTTON OF AN ARCHITECT

FOR A SCHOOL BUILDING PROJECT

SCHOOL PLANT SECTION
Division of Administrative Services
Texas Education Agency,

Austin, Texas
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INFORMATION
TO THE ARCHITECT

FROM THE SCHOOL DISTRICT

Date
Name of School District
Street Address P. 0. Box City Zone State
Superintendent Telephone Number
Business Manager Telephone Number
President, Board of Trustees Secretary, Board of Trustees
Member Member Member
$
Proposed Bond Election Date Amount of Bond Issue
$
Type of Project (Elem., Jr. High, Sr. High) Project Budget

General Description of Prcject

Size and Locatlon of Site (1f selected)

%8. Written Educational Specifications are Avallable: Yes No

9.  Occupancy of Project Desired By:

: METHOD OF SELECTING ARCHITECT

___ Architects invited to submit qualifications.
No.
Architects to be interviewed.
No. Approximate Dates
Allowed each Architect for presentation.

—

Time
Board (Will ) (Will not ) visit Architect's office.

Board (Will ) (Will not_ ) visit other projects by Architect.

Board will make selection of Architect by:

Q

Date
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INFORMATION
TO THE SCHOOL DISTRICT

FROM THE ARCHITECT

o Name of School District
Date
Name of Firm
Name of Firm Principal to be Addressed Telephone Number
Street Address P. 0. Box City Zone State%
Firm Organization: Individual __ Partnership Assoclation

Attach List Giving: Names of Principals

Their Architectural Education Background

Experience Record
Professional Affiliations

Attach 1ist of Specilalized Assoclates or Consultants which this firm regularly
employs to meet the requirements of a glven project.

Attack 1ist of completed buildings designed by this firm in recent years. 3
Tndic~te those which are appropriate examples that the Board of Trustees may visit. }

Include pertinent information on costs, type of constructlon, location, date of

construction, etc.
G¢ive names of persons who have knowledge of thls firm and 1ts work to whom the

Board of Trustees may write.

Attach any other material which might help the Board of Trustees give this firm
proper consideration.




