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Consifering the plethora of annotation which
Miltonh's poeirv,. a plan of *he structure of

"Paradise lost" is offered as an aid to comprehension for -
nndergraduate stndents and as a teachina gquide for codlledage teuchers.
The noem is divided into three parts of four books each for
redagoaical Durboses, and ma-dor themes and characters are 4delineated.
“pecial attention is Airected +o the central theme of human choige

hetrween goo? anAi
signnosts. (PL)

ayil. Selec*e? aquotations serve as literary
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. Reading Paradise Lost
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w  JTHL INSTRUCTOR PLEDGED to teach Nilton gelology, dc-n(mf;l()ﬂ), rhetorie, Judaic
{\ ' o« wl,mgc, American undergradvates may mxd upom\.p.ml jore, the classics, clm ical
, - come to feel thar even the most w 111'110' pohum] doctring, and s0 on--as wel! as .
(\ student “nc’er Jooks to [Milto’s] Lleav’n  in the wilderness of critica] disagrecments
. . amidst his gorgeous feast,/ But with be-  that he too abandons hope of reading
T- . sotted base ingratitude/ Crams””* The  Milton’s sui,wb works as poems rather
student can be brought to a similar de- -than as problans, Both instructor ajul
spair by the weight of annotation neces-  students arc in constant danger of Josing )
sary for rea dmg cven the tites of the  “what religious, what g]onuus and mag-
Q . poems, Fven a capable graduate student nificent usc mmht be made of poun, ;
may become so heavily entangled in the  both in divine and human things” (“OF ‘
many  necessary, special approaches to Education,” p. 637).
- Milton—scventeenth-century sciznee, an- If Xiilron is studied outside a course
. , bearing his name, the ].mblcm is com-
’Coz, us, lings 777-779. Quotastions are from poundf'd It is ncc‘c‘n'zz) that cvery stu-
John Al iu);l Complete Pociins aird 1‘.’(;:]{::’]’1‘0&0, dent, anol . 1)11)(\( or ne, cncounter 1
ed. Merrite . Hughes (New Yoilk, 1957). Milton; bus if he reads Paradise Lost ia ‘
p - I.U,;_,T.{:I_;“ .;M[.’,mg.p.)::(;..‘;i~.I~l P a SUIVEY COuisy, he will read as he runs
Teachers Collece (‘Imwﬂ’/ i rorened 1y And is M\u\ to remember o')ly the spe-
b
. restoring Milton 1o the aveiuge veader, and cious grandeur of Saten or the peeuliant.
“wice Torsa. 4 ' ties of angdic love, Fhe epic will thon
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THE INSSTRUCTOR PLL baED to teach Milton
1o Wu‘mc Amcrican undergradeates may
come to fccl that cven the most \"l”"\n
student “nc’er looks to [Milton’s] Llcav'n
amidst his gorgeous feast,/ But with be-
socced base ingratitude/ Crams.”* The
stndent can be brought to a similar de-
spair by the weight of annotation ne ces-
sary for rca dmg even the titles of the
poems. Jven a capable gradvate student
may becomne so heavily c‘nmnf-]»d m the
nnn) necessary. special 1pp.oa<‘h-:» to

- Milton—seventeentl-century sciznce, an-

’Co’/ us, lings 777-779. Quotations are from
Jobn Al imu: Complete Pociny aiid M jor Prose,
ed. Merriwe Y. I'Iughcs (New York, 1957).
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A Lazery, associyie Innfc.c.mr at Bzl Stve
Teachers Caollege (Indiaca), iz interesied 10
restoring Milton to the aveiwge veader, and

“ade

haerve
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gelology, damond ﬂoﬂ), rhetorie, Judaic
mxd apocrypid fore, the classics, (,l% ical
volitica) doctring, and 50 on--as well as .
m the wildeiness of eritical dicagiecuments
that he too abmuom hop of reading
Milton’s sui;ub works as poems raiher

‘than as mmncms. Loth ivstructor and

smdcms 'uc in constunt danger of ]rmnn

“what religious, what g]mmm and ag-
nificent usc mmht be made of puctn,
both in divine and human things” (“OF
Education,” p. 637).

I{ NMiilton is siudied outside a course
bearing his name, the problem is com-
pounded. Tt is necessary that cvery stu-
dent, Tagli-h. major or ne, cncounter
Miizon but if he reads Paradise Lost in

SUIVEY COUIs?, he will read as he rups
'md is ]sl\ux to remeriber 0113 the spe-
cious grandenr of Seten or the pcux]nu-
ties of angddic love. "The epic will than
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hell, much as the fallen angels hurtle
ﬁom the uloc of MHeaven ]ll\(‘: SO Many
Gadarenc swine. Raplnd inssts upon the

coniparison, and its instructive w arning:
let it profit thee to have heard
By terrible JExample the reward
- -, Of disobedicnce; frm they might have

_ * stood, ‘ x ,
- ) ‘ Yet fell; remember, :md fear to trans-
gress.

(V1, 909-912)

. If man chooses gs Abdicl chose, he may
ascend a scale of increasingly refined be-
ing -not only to fellowship but to like-
ness with angels, and his ocncmt]ons “of
\Voxshlpp“m will be signally blessed

rather than cursed. Adam comptchcnds
the choice, but an ominous Satanic un-
dertow threatens his understanding. Ilis
great worship of Fve, which in q,l par-
ticulars may (if he so chooses) be -de-
“graded into a }ma]lc] of the creation
and worship of Sin by Satan, is paiied

ways of God which resembles that of
Satan previously and of Eve in the Fall
_ to come. But the great offer and the
- L great hope for Adnm and ‘his generations
stand, the high point of human possibili-
ty in Paradise Lost and a counter to the
notion that the Fall is necessarily fortu-
¢ nate: ’ '
‘ Your bodies may at Jast turir all to spirit,
Improv’d.by tract of time, and wing'd
ascend
Ethereal, as wee, or may at choice

Hlere or in Heavnly Paradises dwell.

(V, 497-590)

»

¢

Thrice happy men,

And sons of men, whoir God hath thus
advanc’,

Created in his Image, there to dwe L]]

And worship him . . .

And mulnplv a Race of Wors hxppms
Holy and just: thrice happy if they
know
Thn happiness, and persevere upright.
(VII, 625-632)

T

Man, then, must move from his static
condmon in Paradise, but does not have

TR
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witl’ his dangerous questioning of the |
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to move downward (if we attribute no
n(,c,casny to God’s forcknowledge). To
“persevere upright” ina type of creative
spiritaal cvolution is a choice open to
man, the resules of which—or the faiture

of \x]n(‘h-—lm\c heen demonstrated at

great Jength and with great dramatic
fomc. lhc doctrine of Paradise Lot
insists, that man was “sufficient to have
stood”; four books havc been devoted
]11901\7 to - increasing “that sl1ﬁc1c'11c\7
thmmh divine instruction. But the words
pcxse\ cre upright,” with their ‘promisc
of increasing humanity, hover at the

brink of I all.

The final part of Paradise Lost in this
schenic—Books IN-N1I--sces man plunge
downward in a Fall alimost exacily dupli-
cating that typological Fall of Satun re-

lated in Book VI. However, God again’

intervenes for man, much as he had in
th¢ second p'm by offering again, ane-
struction toward, nnhl chmcc CO(l con-
unms the samec; onlv man has changed,
and ¢ven he may 1101 himself, by a Thu-
man choice.

First, Eve relaxes into the pride, imagi-
nation, and isoldtion that we now recog-
nize as Satanic. Adam warns her as Ra-
phacl had warned him, but offers her a
like freedom of choice; his motives for
doing so, however, 1cvml pqsqjom] wealk-
ness rather than God-like strength. The
Serpent—which in ope sense is Jove’s
own unrcined imagination contrasting
with her “upright” reason—‘“scduces” her
to that which she has already desired:
ambition, cgotism that lmvm no phcc
for God or Adam, and sexual vanity
It is too pat to say that she chooses (ml\
passion over reason, but it is quite true
that her love for Adam and for God (the
latter celebrated in the great Hymn of
Book V) is weaker than her w: andering
desire. The plolnbmd Tree of Knov’ SR
cdge to which she is drawn--a sym bol
often cmbarrassing to a humanist, hut not

greatly so when 1ch flmlv i context’

~Preseits on.\’ knoviledge of ewil. Man
has had frec access to pmcumlly all othey




.

W-—,—wm A TR N LR T R QLSRR e T TR, T T LW e

. mante

READING PARADISE LOST 585

knowledge in the second part of Pacadise
Lost, and has been wold of the evil which
is Satan, but in the third part e plunges
to the dark underside or-reverse of his
previous active knowledge. Adam volun-
tarily follows Jive into disobedience and
the Satanic “knowledge” that is not Jong
in coming. After an initial fall into vora-
cious sexuality, they plunge still further
downward inio the mutual recrimina-
tions Raphacl had used to War in
Heaven to warn them of:
haply of thy Race

1i future days, if Malice should zbound,

Some one intent on mischicf, or inspir'd

With dev’lish machination might devise

Lile instrument to plague the Sons of

men .
For sin, on war and muual slaughter

bent.
(V1, 501-506)

Satan’s cannon in heaven has received
its chosen counterpart: hatred in Para-
disc.

The Son’s judgment on them, together
with his promise that from their sced
shall come not only men damned but also
the instrument for men saved, leads Adam
and Fve from suicidal despair to peni-
tential tears—the first sure sign of a re-
formed choice for union and God. Al-
though Sin and Death rise ghoulishly
upon the fallen human race that chose
them, -their great Vietim, later to be
their Master, has already claiined victory
far those who will clect victory. Tears,
and a will toward better choice, lead
man  “apward” toward the historical
Christ at almost exactly the moment that

Satan falls into the serpent he chose to

be, vainly tasting the {ruits of tenipta-
tion over and over agein. The typical
reversal of fan’s errant choice by God’s
design is underway,

_ Michacl descends as a type of the
Christ of the Last Judgment, balancing
the descent of the gentle, “redemptive”
Raphacl of the instructional second pt,
ta cxpei Adam and Eve into our world.
Mucli a5 Raphael had Jooked back to

the great typological choices, Michacl
looks ahead to a pattern of like choices.
Book XTjs somewhat grimly devoted to
the resules of Sacanic chpice: Cain, deadh,
vanity, alluring sexuality  (to  which
Adam still is tempted), and the great
flood. Towever, a few men choosing
God (as Abdicl had chosen in Fleaven)
point the opposite choice and its promisc:
Abel (“a Shepherd”), Tnoch, Noah. Tn
Book X1, hope rises as Michacl “looks
homeward” to an increase of right-

* choosing men, culminating in Christ as

the “second Adam”: Noah again, Abra-
ham, Joscph, Moses, and Joshua-)csus.
Ivil of course continues in the world,
but the acceleratring incidence of Christ-
types leads to Adanv’s greatest son and
greatest hope: \

But to the Cross he nails thy Foemics,

The Law that is against thee, and the

sins

Of all mankind, with him there crucifi’d,

Never to hart them more who righty

trust,
(XTI, 415-418)
What is more, Christ’s disciples will go
out like latter Raphacls to advise men
upon their aided choice.

Adam Dbecomes content with the
knowledge supplicd by Michael in the
third part. As he scans the dark path
to hard labor and painful death, he
knows that hie can nevertheless “possess/
A paradise within [him], happier far”
(X11, 587). As the other Fden, lost
through choice, flames into a vaguely
hellish desert in one move token of their
sorrowful choice, Adam and Fve, recon-
ciled to (iod, to onc another, and to their
destiny both danmed and Dblessed, go
forth with relative serenity:

The World was all before them, where
to choore g

Thir place of rest, and Providencd thir
guide:

They hand in hand with wand’ring stejis
and slow,

Through Fden ook thir solitary way.

(X11, 646 6:19)
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‘The final lines recapitulate the choice
offered throughout the narrative, along
with the counterweighting of God -
“where to choose/ Thir place of rest,
and Providence thir guide.” “Place of
rest” clearly refers in part to a place

of cternal peace or alienation, and the

_choice continues 1o be theirs.

The gift of freedom to choose, dan-
erous if misunderstood or misused, 1s
delincated by God in Book V. but across
the course of the epic his design and the
sacrificc of Christ oppose the possible
“swerve” Lo error:
advisc him of his happy statc,
Happiness in his power left free 1o will,
Left to his own free Will, his Will
though free, ' -
Yet mutable; whence warn him to be-
ware
ITc swerve not too secure.
(V, 234-238)

Both man’s position within that freedom
as well as the objects and consequences
of choice arc indicated in a swift reduc-
tive diagram in Book X:

and now in little space
'The confines met of FTmpyrcan Ieav’n
And of this World, and on the left hand
Hell
With long reach interpogd.
(X, 320-323)

In one sense, man is plced at the center
of two moral polarities and given the
choice of aspiration to Tleaven (as Ra-
phacl had promised), or degradation to
Hell (as the anael’s account had .+ med).
We must not constitute TTeaven and 1Tell
as metaphors only, but jt js clear that

®
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they arc to some cextent “mside” 1man,
crcated fron his propensitics and choices.
Nor should we take all the historical
accounts as merely typologicnl or a-
termporal indications of the two cheices.
On the other hand, we must let them
serve that sense in part.

Our scheme for grasping Paradise Lost
as a whole works fairly satisfactorily,
and is recommended to classes that read
only parts of the work. 1t has, of course,
the shortcomings admitted at the outset.
Some offseiting compensations niay be
noted in closing. The three-part strae-
turc oflcrs a neat coniparisoin with Dante,
except that here the settings run Tnferno-
Paradiso-Purgatorio. The schemie insi<ts
that God and Satan be scen as perspec-
tives of human ,choice, in part. God

. thereby comies off much betier, and
Satan much worse, than some past criti-
cism might indicate. Tn addition, many
details that scem ridiculous—angelic cor-
poreality, munpowder in heaven, and the
like—may i seen as important for man’s
instruction toward his own choice. Final-
Iy, the plan permits or demands cach
reader’s entry into the poem as a partici-
pant: Paradise Lost comes to be “about”
him and his own choice of good or evil,
hell or heaven, Satan or God. Mvth and
history—and, to a degree, theology as
well--return to the human center where
theiv meaning must reside, and the nu-
jestic poetry impresses that meaning with
great force and beauty. The risks in-
volved in using, such a plan, then, arce -
pmhnbly not sp._great as the probable
reward. R .
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