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AElmRACT
In an attempt to encourage school attendance of

Navaho children at an early age, this booklet was prepared to improve
the attitudes of many Navajo parents toward education. Objectives of
tl'e booklet are to motivate Parents to send children to school at age
6; to inform parents of possible disadvantages of age-retarded
beginning students; to improve lines of communication between the
sc!'ool and parents; and to present a pleasant but realistic picture
of school. pictures of school-related activities are accompanied by
textual material in both English and Navajo languages. (L7H)
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CORRECTION

Page 12 and page 16 pictures do not

correspond with the reading. The

reading on page 13 should correspond

with the picture on page 16. The

picture on page 12 should correspond

with the reading on page 17.
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Mrs. Blanche Bizahaloni Begay

Mrs. Blanche Bizahaloni Begay was born on July 24, 1920, 12 miles West of Pinon, Arizona,

on the Navajo. Reservation in the most remote area at the time. She was the last child from

a small family. Like any young Navajo child, she grew up in a hogan, tending to her parents?

herd.

Her education did not begin until December 1Q, 1929, when she was 9 years old. All her
primary schooling was at Kearns Canyon, Arizona, some 50 miles from her home. She
graduated from Albuquerque Indian School in 1942. She later took post-graduate courses
at North High School in Phoenix, Arizona, and at the same time took night dourses at Phoenix
Junior College. Her studies here were short because of financial problems.

During the summer, Mrs. Begay tries to better her education by going to summer work
shops or take a regular summer session at Northern Arizona University. She also has
attended other institutions.

At 'the present time, Mrs. Blanche Begay holds the position of Supervisory Instructional
Aid which involves her in many uncounted hours, overseeing children from age 5 years old
to 12 years old. Most of these are children of her own community but some of these children
come from the most remote places in the Black Mountain areas, some 30 to 40 miles from

home. Mrs. Begay also teaches for Program Head-Start on the reservation.

The parents of these children have a great confidences in her. She talks with parents,
tribal leaders, public health and other officials connected with education. Her aim is to have

a better coordination between community and school for more effective education. At present

she is working on a possible bus road map for the Indian Office of Interior with the education

officials. It is hoped in two more years, more 5 year old children will be in school in Pinon

Community area.



INTRODUCTION

This booklet was developed as a class project by Mrs. Blanche Begay while she was en-
rolled in the w orkshop "Inter-cultural Communications in Home and Community Living,"
summer of 1967, Home Economics Department , Northern Arizona University, Flagstaff
Arizona.

SUBJECT: BILINGUAL CHILDREN WHO ARE RETARDED AGEWISE IN SCHOOL

BACKGROUND:

For fifteen years I have worked with my own tribe, the Navajos, in a boarding school
at Pinon, Arizona. During these years I have observed the customs of my people in con-
nection with education.

The Navajos in the Pinon area of the reservation are slow in changing their culture and
customs. This situation exists in spite of the fact that we have some fine young men and
women who are high school and college graduates. Perhaps the parents need a greater
understanding and appreciation of education.

The census roll of the current year shows a total of 388 children, who are between six
and twelve years of age, to be unenrolled in school. The total number represents the fol-
lowing age groups: 200 children who are six years of age; a group of 85 children who range
in age from seven through nine years; and a third group of children who number 103 in all
and range from ten through twelve years of age. The latter group is made up of drop-
outs.

According to the registrar's office, only 60 of these six-year-old children have been en-
rolled for the coming year. Where will the remaining 140 six-year-olds be this coming
school year? Will the 85 seven, eight, and nine year olds be in school this fall? How many
of these children will remain home and, as a result, become more age-retarded for their
grade level?

The greatest obstacle in getting these children In school lies with the parents who be-
lieve that a six-year-old is too young to leave home. Thus, there is a large group of children
who are not enrolled in school until seven, eight, and nine years of age. Consequently, these
children are retarded in academic development at the beginning level.



PROBLEM:

The problem is to correct the situation of age-retarded children at the beginning level
in school. People involved in trying to solve this problem are the following: school staffs,
tribal leaders, educational representatives, welfare agencies, and public health officials.

AIM:

The aim of this project is to get all six-year-olds enrolled in school at the beginning level.

OBJECTIVES:

To motivate the parents to send their children to school at six years of age.

To enable Navajo parents to become more aware of the value of education.

To help parents become aware of the possible disadvantages to their child if he begins
school at a retarded level for his age.

To keep the lines of communication free and open between the parents, school and others
concerned.

To present a pleasant, but realistic picture of school and school activities to the parents.
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Oita' t'AA bgh nihanigi naghang66 na'al-
Live near school and then your child can
go to day school. chini j oltaq danillt doo.

lie can return home after school. VA& Akwil e'06,Ah naa ninahadaah coo.

lie will be with his parents at night. Ako bima dbb bizhe'6 yil nabiiiktlah doo.

Send your child to school early so that T'ah 61ta*go ya'at*66h ako

he can learn quickly.
tsxIllgo 6hool'aah.
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