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The Southern Regional Education Board

Since its inception in 1949 the Southern Regional
Education Board* has in various ways been committed to
meeting the needs of exceptional children. The Boaxd
has shown its commitment via ite assigmment of punrt and
full-time professional staff and financial investments in
several projects.

SREB was established by interstate compact as a
public agency and now includes 15 member states¥ cooperating
to improve higher education. It conducts cooperatlve programs
across state lines aimed at providing better graduate, profes-
sional, and technical education in the South. Some of its
activities include studying the South's problems and needs in
higher education; finding ways of solving these problems
through region-wide cooperation; administering:student exchange
programs between states and institutions; serving as an
information center on educational activities in the region;
and providing consultant services to states and institutions-
on pioblems related to higher education. The SREB has 1o
coerclve power and its success depends entirely on the inter-
est and cooperation of participating states and institutions.
Board membership is composed of the governor of each Compact
state and four other persons, one of whom must be a legislator
and one an educator, appointed by the governor. SREB 1s
supported by state, Federal, foundation, and other funds.

#Hercafter referred to as SREB

¥15 member states are Alabama, Arkansas, Florida,
Georgla, Kentucky, Loulsiana, Meryland, Mississippi,
North Carolina, Oklahome, Tennessee, Texas, South Carolina,
Virginia and West Virginia.
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Summaxy

Under Grant No. OEG-2-6-062392-1873 from tlie Office of Education,
U. S. Department of iiealth, Education and Welfare, a film for tie
recruitment of teacilers of special education, entitled "Take That
First Step," has been produced.

Tile film was planned by an Advisory Comnittee composed of special
educators drawn from teacher training institutions in tie Souti, from
the Georjia Department of Education, and the Council for Exceptional
Children. Tihe Committee prepared, wrote, and revised a script for
tiie film, tiie film was siiot under contract by staff of station KLRN
of the Sout..ern Texas Educaticnal Television Council at the University
of Texas, revisions of tue footage were made by tne Advisory Committee,
and t.e final form of the film was accepted.

Under tiie contract, prints of "Take That First Step" were
provided t1e Department of Education in each of the states of the
Soutihiern Regional Education Compact. Thirty additional prints were
provided for circulation by ti.ie National Medical Audiovisual Center
(Annex) in Cuamblee, Georgia, and advertising by brociure and through
various educational journals was undertaken on a national basis.
Provision was also made for the commercial production of additional
prints of the film for those persong in tiue field of special education
wiio wisli to purci'ase a copy.

The film sinould prove te be a useful means of acquainting
students witl tue nature and needs of the various exceptionalities.
Used in conjunction with counselins and recruitinz activities, it
will provide an additional tool for attracting youns people into
t.e educational projirams in colleses and universities taroughout the
country. Thus it s.ould add significantly to the supply of teachers
in t.e various fields of special education.
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Introduction

Tuis Report concerns the objectives, purposes, methods,
activities, and results involved in producing a twenty-eignt
minute motion picture film in color and sound to aid in the
recruitment of prospective teacihers for Exceptional Children.

The film is now titled "Take That First Step."
Ovjectives and Purposes

The objectives of this film are to expose public school
students, colleze fres.men and sophomores, matiure women seeking
a second career, teachers and t.ie lay public to a professional
entertaining recruiting film whicii generates positive interest
reactions and attitudes towards a career in teaciiing handicapped
ci1ildren. In addition, the film presents an attractive gestalt
of special education and exceptional cnildren,

The .asic purpose of thie film is to assist in gttracting
more candidates into special education teacher preparation
prorrams in insticntions of nigher education. With more candidates
applyinz for admission to training projrams these pro,;rams can be
more selective in accepting trainees. This should lead to more
and better zraduates tuan are currently completing such special
education programs.

The additional nuwber of graduates probably will not solve tiue
lack of classroom teac.ers for handicapped children, but it suould

alleviate the siortaze of qualified teaciiers. The film by itself
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is only one part of the total recruitment process. If used as part
of a total recruiting program it can serve as a valuable segment

- and aid toward recruiting prospective teachers of handicapped children.
Method of Implementing thc Project

This report will not delve into the technical aspects of film
production. These technical activities were implementcd under a
contract with Station KIRN of the Southern Texas Educational Tele=-
vision Council located at the University of Texas. Station KLRN
was completely res;onsible for the technical production of the
film. However, bofcre any technical production could be undertaken,
all scripts had to be approved by the Director of and the Advisory
Commitiee to the Project. Thcrefore, this section of the report will
deal with the content of the film which was a product of the Advisory
Committee to the Project.

The first step in the production of the film was to appoint an
advisory committee of five knowledgeable individuvals from the dis-

cipline of special ecducation. The advisory Committee was composed

of the following individuals plus the director of the Project:

Dr. Sam Ashcroft, Professor and Chalrman, Department of
Special Education, George F2abedy College for Teachers,
Nashville, Tennessee; Mr. wWilliam C. Geer, Exccutive
Secretary, Council for fxcepiional Children, Weshington,

D. C.; Dr. Lloyd Graunke, Superintendent, Tennesseez School
for the Deaf, P. O. Box 886, Knoxville, Tennessee, Or. Mamie
Jo Jones, Coordinator, Services for Exceptional Children,
State of Georgla, Atlanta, Georgia; Dr. William G. Wolfe,
Cheirman, Department of Special Education, University cf
Special Bducation, University of Texas, Austin, Texas; and
Dr. Stanlcy B. Fudell, Director, Handicapped Children Project,
SREB, Atlanta, Georgia, also Director of the Recruiting Film
Projecct.
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The next step was to seek bids from reputable f£ilm production
facilities., These bids were evaluated by SREB professional staff,
and the contract was awarded to Station KIRN of the Southern Texas
Educational Television Council located at the University of Texas.

At the initisl meeting the Advisory Committee and production
staff undertook detailed planning and made suggestions concerning
the content, aims, and objectives of the film. This stage 1s known
as the "blocking out" of the film.

The production staff with the Advisory Committee's suggestions
as a guide and with further consultation with specialists in the
different exceptionalities produced a first draft of the script and
shooting sequence. This was sent to all members of the Advisory
Committee for study prior to the second meeting between the Advisory
Committee and production staff.

The second meeting between the Advisory Committee and production
staff focused on changes, additions, and revisions to the first draft
of the script. After it was rewritten, the script was sent to the
Advisory Committee. It was so close to acceptance that the minor
revisions were made viae telephone and the script was accepted.

The film was then produced, and the Advisory Committee met to
review the "working print" of the film. Final adjustments were made
in this "working print" and the production staff then made final print.

The Advisory Committee reviewed the final print and accepted the film.
Results and Distribution of the Film

The film produced is an entertaimment film primarily intended

for audiences of high school and college freshmen and sophomores.

4
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It also should appeal to all ages and will be released for television

showing. The film's story line revolves around a teen-age boy

« parachutist who becomes hung in & tree and involved with a ten-year 3
; old retardate and his pretty sister. The story line proceeds to ;
g the parachutist's acceptance of the retarded boy and his attending

5 a high school career day and going to the special education group. ;
; It concludes with the parachutist taking a counselor's job in a |

summer camp for exceptional children, the retardate getting lost,
and the teen-ager rescuing him., During the film, all types of handi-
capped children are shown in classroom and camp settings.

The film is being distributed on a free loan basis by the :

National Medical Audio Visual Center (Annex) of the Public Health
Sexrvice located in Chamblee, Georgla. This facility is a permanent

one and will arrange for commercial sales and distribution., In

addition, the facility maintains mailing lists ané periodically
sends out catalogues and advertisement brochures. The facility will
; recelve permission to release the film for television showing. In ]
? addition, the facility is federally funded and a perﬁanent division 4
of the Public Health Service,
In addition to the above distribution techniques, SREB will
advertise the film in journals primarily concerned with exceptional
children and also send out an advertising brochure to CEC organizations é
i and institutions of higher education having programs preparing teachers
for exceptional children. A copy of the film will also be given

gratls to each state department of education in the SREB area.
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1 Conclusions and Recommendations

'

3

4 The reporter finds it difficult and foolhardy to Judge the

3 excellence of a film with which he was so intimately concerned. Scall

9

Zg : preview audlences have accepted the film with summaries ranging from

‘

excellent to engaging. One must really see the film itself to arrive

%‘ at a tenable conclusion concerning the success of this Project.
; Judicious use of the film as an integral part of local, state,
;

and national recruiting efforts should enhance such activities. If
local CEC groups, Public School Special Education programs, and state

3 agencies encourage the use of the film, then its impact should be

felt.
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*Take
that
first
step”...... ...

film produced by the Southern R:gional Education
Board to interest young people in becoming
teachers of handicapped children.

It tells the story of a retarded boy and a college
student who meet by accident—the boy spots the
student dangling from a tree in which his sky-diving
parachute has become entangled—and how

their friendship grows and influences the student’s
career planning. He decides to enter the field

of special education.

Fast-paced and absorbing, the film provides

explore career possibilities in special education.

High school and college counselors will find the film
helgful in explaining the needs of handicapped
children and the opportunities for vital service in
teaching them.

SREB produced the film under a grant
(OEG-2-6-062392-1878) from the Bureau of Education
for Handicapped Children, U. S. Office of Education.

Each of the 15 Southern states has one print
of the film available on loan from its state
department of education.

A L

considerable information about the varied problems
—and challenges—of teaching children with

! handicaps, not only in classrooms but at

k summer camp.

Other prints are available on loan from the National
Medical Audiovisuai Center (Annex), 4800 Buford
Highway, Chamblee, Georgia 30005.

Prints may be purchased from
DuArt Film Laboratories, Inc., |
245 West 55th Street, New York, N.Y. 10019 4

“Take That First Step” is aimed at students from
the ninth grade through the sophomore year in
college, and it is designed to encourage them to
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7 ERIC DOCUMENT RESUME 9-1-67
B 2. ERIC SATELLITE 5 FOR INTERNAL ERIC USE ONLY
L, 1« ACCESSION NO. coor 3. CLEARING HOUYE CONTROL NO.
| e LOURCE : (Do Not ¥rite ln Spoca Below) ’
' Southern Regional Education Board = | DATE RECZIVED
130 Sixth Street, N. W. Atlanta, Georgia 30313 115 MICROFILM COPY AVAILABLET (Chock one)
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L e TITLE . . . e . . IS COCUMENT COPYRIGHTED? (Chock one)
E A Color Motion Picture Film to Ald in.the Recruit- 5 ) vor Y No
;o ment of Prospective Teachers for Exceptional Children ’HArcopwch::sL~A P —— 1
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Y. DATE ll/67 s, PAGINAYION 5 . 1o, REFERENCES none TYRE OF.RELEASE

? . ' 0. REPORT/SERIES NO.

. I“' CONTRACT No.OEG-2-6-O62392-1878

) 12. PUBLICATION TITLE y

- Take That First Step

2 Y 1. EOITORIS) TOA L

: . 14, PUBLISHER W A, : | i
18. ABSTRACT (250 worde max,)

The objectives, purposes, methods, activities and resulis concerning
. a 28-minute, color, sound, motion picture film &z described in vhis repc':
was designed to generate positive reactions and sttitudes in teen-agers ©
& carcer in teaching Exceptional Children. The coatent and format of the ]_*1 Was declded b
‘upon by an advisory committee of fike professionals and <the T"*OJCCU Direc
" the various disciplines in Special Education. The film is primarily an ent rualnlng one
.using a "soft sell" approach. The story line centers crouné a teen-age sky diver, a

-

‘ retarded 10 year old, and his.attractive sister. The sky diver initially rejects the
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i retardate, learns more about handicapped children on a career dgy tour and &s a counselor
i in a swmmer camp for handicapped children. Eventuelly, after compiicatlions gre cleared,
f he accepts the boy. The Ifilm 1s available oa a free lcan basis ”‘ﬂo* the wational Medlcal
- Audig-Visual Facility of the.Communiceble Disecselervar-o® fhe Swblic Feelih Service in
- ftlanta, Georgia. Purchase of the film can also be arranged tarcugh the saue facility.

' - The film was produced by the Southern Regionel Education Board‘'s Eezxzdicepped Caildren
Project. at Station KLRN housed at the University of Texas, The Film is released Lor
Television and other showings.
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