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FOREWORD

This study is concerned with the number and per cent of graduates

from high schools in Mississippi, yearly since 1963, who began college

in the fall. Data were secured from annual publication of the Mississippi

Board of Trustees of Institutions of Higher Learning. It is hoped that

high school and college administrators will be able to use the information

advantageously,

Dr. Douglas McDonald, Assistant Director of Educational Research, is

primarily responsible for this study. Compilation and computations were

mainly done by Mr. Jerry R. Hutchinson, Educational Research Analyst, and

typing of the report by Mrs. Shirley T. Richardson, Secretary.

John E. Phay, Director
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COLLEGE ENROLLMENTS OF HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES FROM

MISSISSIPPI HIGH SCHOOLS, 1963-64 THROUGH 1967-68

CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

This study of college enrollments of high school graduates from

Mississippi is a five-year summary of data which were compiled

annually by the Office of the Board of Trustees of Institutions of

Higher Learning of Mississippi.' The tabulations included in this

report were made for districts which are indicated in Figure 1.

These districts are the same as those which have been used by the

Mississippi Activities Association.

The data, which were secured by use of a questionnaire sent

to school principals near the beginning of each school year to

secure data for the preceding academic year graduating classes,

represent the only published report of college enrollments of high

school graduates in the state. These data have not been generally

circulated among the public schools of the state. Thus, this report

serves to indicate to individual schools how their college enrollments

are changing and how their colleoe enrollments compare with enrollments

of other schools within the county, or district, or state.

'Fall College Enrollments of High School Graduates in Mississippi,
1963-64, 1964-65, 1965-66, 1966-67, 1967-68 (Jackson: Officeof Board
of Trustees of the Institutions of Higher Learning). (Mimeographed).
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LIMITATIONS

There was no effort in this report to make distinctions between

enrollments in senior college and junior colleges, between enrollments

in in-state institutions and out-of-state institutions, or between

state supported institutions and private colleges. Some apparent

discrepancies in the reported figures may be noted-- such as having

more students to enroll in college than graduated the preceding year

which may be due to graduates of previous years just beginning their

college work--but there has been no effort to change or revise these

figures. They are reported in this report just as they appeared in

the publication from the Office of the Board of Trustees of the Insti-

tutions of Higher Learning.

ANALYSIS OF DATA

As the study shows, the college enrollments of high school

graduates in Mississippi are grouped by districts and are so analyzed°

Table. I presents the information by the eight districts and Table II

gives a summary of each district, as well as state totals.

District I

There were 67 public schools and one private school in District I

which reported college enrollments during the five-year period under

study. The number of graduates from high schools in the district for

the academic year preceding college enrollment in 1963-64 ranged from

six for the Woodland High School in Chickasaw County to 157 for the

Tupelo High School in Zee County; in 1964-65, from five for the
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Lee-Prentiss High School in Prentiss County to 190 for Tupelo; in

1965-66, from five for the predominantly Negro high school at Belden in

Lee County to 248 for Tupelo; in 1966-67, from nine for the predominantly

Negro high school at Belden to 241 for Tupelo; and in 1967-68, from

eleven for the Thaxton High School in Pontotoc County to two hundred

for Tupelo. During the following year the graduates from District I

who enrolled in college in 1962-64 ranged from 7.7 per cent for the

Hatley School in Monroe County from which three students of the grad-

uating class of 26 enrolled in college to one hundred per cent from

the Woodland School in Chickasaw County from which the six high

school graduates all enrolled in college; in 1964-65, from no college

enrollees from the predominantly Negro high school at Belden in Lee

County and from Anderson High School in Prentiss County to 82,8 per

cent for the New Albany High School in Union County from which 82

of the 99 graduates enrolled in college; in 1965-66, from ten per

cent for the Anderson High School in Prentiss County from which two

of the 20 graduates enrolled in college to 93.1 per cent for the

Itawamba Agricultural High School from which 95 of the 102 graduates

enrolled in college; in 1966-67, from 17.2 per cent for the Shivers

High School in Monroe County from which ten of the 58 graduates enrolled

in college to one hundred per cent for the Kossuth High School in

Alcorn County where all the 215 graduates were reported as entering

college; in 1967-68, from 10.5 per cent for the Woodland School in

Chickasaw County from which two of the 19 graduates enrolled in

institutions of higher learning to 83.8 per cent for the Corinth

High School in Alcorn County from which 88 of the 105 graduates
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enrolled in college.

By counties, the high school graduates for preceding spring semesters

ranged as follows: in 1963-64, from 148 for Tishomingo County to 406

for Lee County; in 1964-65, from 175 for Itawamba County to 484 for Lee

County; in 1965-66, from 183 for Itawamba County to 576 for Lee County;

in 1966-67, from 170 for Itawamba County to 606 for Lee County; and in

1967-68, from 161 for Itawamba County to 560 for Lee County. The

enrollments in colleges during the following fall semesters showed

ranges as follows: 1963-64, from 32.4 per cent for Tishomingo County

from which 48 of the 148 graduates enrolled in college to 53.5 per

cent for Itawamba County from which 85 of the 159 high school graduates

enrolled in college; in 1964-65, from 37.4 per cent for Pontotoc

County from which 91 of the 243 high school graduates enrolled in

college to 56.8 per cent for Lee County from which 275 of the 484

graduates were college enrollees; in 1965-66, from 43.1 per cent for

Tishomingo County from which 91 of the 211 graduates enrolled in

college to 73,2 per cent for Itawamba County from which 134 of the

183 high school graduates were enrolled in college; in 1966-67, from

4..5 per cent for Chickasaw County from which 95 of the 229 graduates

of the county high schools went to college during the following year

to 60.4 per cent for Union County from which 168 of the 278 high

school graduates became college students; and in 1967-68, from 39.6

per cent for Chickasaw County from which.110 of the 278 high school

graduates enrolled in college to 60.0 per cent for Prentiss County

from which 162 of the 270 high school graduates became college students.

For the entire district there was a steady rise in college enrollments
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from the high school graduates for the preceding year from the 1963-64

academic year to 1965-66 and then a decrease for the next two years. The

district reached its peak enrollment in college among its high school

graduates at the opening of the 1965-66 school year when 60 per cent of

the students enrolled.

District II

In District II there were 48 public schools and two private schools

reporting on college enrollments of high school graduates during the five-

year period. The number of high school graduates during the academic

year preceding the following college enrollment years ranged as follows:

1963-64, from three for the predominantly Negro high school at Oakland in

Yalobusha County to 98 for the Grenada High School in Grenada County;

1964-65, from eight for the Central High School in Yalobusha County to 95

for the Grenada High School; 1965-66, from three for the Central High

School in Yalobusha County to 145 for the Grenada High School; 1966-67, from

ten for Blue Mountain High School in Tippah County to 148 for Grenada High

School; 1967-68, from 13 for the Hickory Flat High School in Benton County

to 140 for the South Panola High School in Panola County. During the year

following graduation these high school graduates enrolled in college.

The percentages of enrollments ranged as follows: 1963-64, from 13.3 per

cent for the predominantly Negro high school at Senatobia in Tate County

from which only two of the 15 graduates enrolled in college to 92.3 per

cent for the predominantly white school at Senatobia from which 24 of the

26 graduates became college studtnts; 1964-65, from 13.3 per cent for the

private school in DeSoto County from which only two of the 15 graduates

enrolled in college to 91.1 per cent for the predominantly white
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school at Senatobia from which 41 of the 45 graduates enrolled in college;

1965-66, from 2.4 per cent for the Delta Center High School in DeSoto

County from which only one of the 41 graduates enrolled in college to

one hundred per cent for the predominantly white school at Senatobia

from which every one of 46 high school graduates became college studenta;

1966-67, from 9.1 for the Old Salem School in Benton County from which

three of the 33 graduates became college students to 90.6 per cent for

the Oxford High School in Lafayette County from which 87 of the 96

graduates enrolled in college and 90.4 per cent for the predominantly

white school at Senatobia from which 47 of the 52 graduates became

college students; 1967-68, from 15.4 per cent for Hernando Central

High School in DeSoto County from which only 14 of the 91 graduates

were college enrollees to 93.6 per cent for the Oxford High School

from which 103 of the 110 graduates became college students.

By counties the high school graduates for the preceding spring

semesters of the designated years ranged as follows: 1963-64, from

73 for Benton County to 266 for adjoining Marshall County; 1964-65,

from 79 for Benton County to 304 for DeSoto County; 1965-66, from 75

for Benton County to 320 for DeSoto County; 1966-67, from 96 for Benton

County to 335 for DeSoto County; 1967-68, from 89 for Benton County

to 388 for DeSoto County. The enrollments in colleges during the

following fall semesters showed ranges as follows: 1963-64, from

20,7 per cent for Tippah County from which 23 of the 111 graduates

enrolled in college to 58.1 per cent for DeSoto County and for

Grenada County from which each county had 100 college enrollees from

equivalent high school graduates of 172; 1964-65, from 37.5 per cent
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for DeSoto County from which only 114 of its 304 high school graduates

became college students to 73.2 per cent for Grenada County from which

109 of its 149 high school graduates were college enrollees; 1965-66, from

38.1 per cent for DeSoto County from which 122 of its 320 graduates

enrolled in college to 63.4 per cent for Grenada County from which 129

of its 204 graduates became college enrollees; 1966-67, from 41.5 per

cent for DeSoto County from which 139 of its 335 graduates became

college students to 71.8 per cent for Grenada County from which 153 of

the 213 graduates enrolled in college; 1967-68, from 34.5 per cent for

DeSoto County from which 134 of the 388 graduates became college

students to 68.2 per cent for Lafayette County from which 137 of its

201 graduates enrolled In college.

For the entire district the percentages of college enrollments of

the high school graduates varied by showing alternating rises and

drops on successive years. During the five-year period the highest

percentage of college enrollment of high school graduates was in

1966-67 when 51.8 per cent of the graduates enrolled in college

which showed 1177 of the 2273 of the high school graduates although

the following year, 1967-68, the percentage of college enrollees

dropped to 49.7 per cent although there were 1245 students from the

district who enrolled in college. This drop in percentage of

college students came about as a result of an increased number of

graduates which rose to 2505 for the second semester of 1967

District III

District III represents primarily the Delta area of Mississippi.

In the district there were 67 public schools and four private schools
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which reported their college enrollments during the five-year period.

The number of high school graduates among the various high schools during

the academic year preceding the following college enrollment years ranged

as follows: 1963-64, from 11 for the Anguilla High School in Sharkey

County to 202 for the Greenville High School in Washington County;

1964-65, from six for the Valley High School in Carroll County to 226

for the Greenvil*High School; 1965-66, from five for the Valley High

School to 306 for the Greenville High School; 1966-67i from five for the

Valley High School to 300 for the Greenville High School; 1967-68, from

eight for the Valley High School to 292 for the Greenville High School.

The ranges in enrollments in colleges during the fall semesters followihg

graduation from high school during the preceding years were as follows:

1963-64, from 7.1 per cent for the Nugent Center High School in Bolivar

County from which only two of the 28 high school graduates became

college students to one hundred per cent for the private school in

Coahoma County from which all of the 13 graduates enrolled in college

and 93.3 per cent for the Inverness High School in Sunflower County from

which 14 of the 15 graduates were college enrollees; 1964-65, from no

college enrollees from the Valley High School's six graduates to one

hundred per cent of the 16 graduates of the private school in Holmes

County and for the 19 graduates of the Sledge High School in (luitman

County; 1965-66, from 20.0 per cent for the Valley High School from

which one of the five graduates became college students to one hundred

per cent for tie Threadgill School of Leflore County from which all

of the 40 graduates enrolled in college; 1966-67, from ten per cent

for the predominantly Negro high school at Vaiden in Carroll County

from which three of the 30 high school graduates became college
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students to 101.0
2 per cent for the Greenwood High School from which 197

of the 195 graduates enrolled in college; 1967-68, from 19.0 per cent for

the predominantly Negro high school at Vaiden from which four of the 21

graduates became college students to 89.1 per cent for the Lexington High

School of Holmes County from which 41 of the 46 graduates enrolled in

college.

By counties, the high school graduates for the preceding spring

semesters of the designated enrollment years ranged as follows: 1963-64,

from 90 for Tunica County to 650 for Washington County; 1964-65, from

104 for"Carroll County to 667 for Washington County; 1965-66, from 98

for Tunica County to 824 for Washington County; 1966-67, from 141 for

Carroll County to 861 for Washington County; 1967-68, frqm 126 for

Tunica County to 825 for Washington County. The enrollments in colleges

for graduates of the preceding spring semesters ranged as follows:

1963-64, from 37.2 per cent for Carroll County from which 48 of the 129

graduates enrolled in college to 52.5 per cent for Washington County

from which 341 of the 650 graduates enrolled in college; 1964-65, from

33.1 per cent for Sharkey County from which 50 of the 151 high school

graduates became college students to 64.5 per cent for Coahoma County

from which 216 of the 335 graduates enrolled in college; 1965-66,

from 4008 per cent for Humphreys County from which 89 of the 218

graduates became college students to 78.7 per cent for Leflore County

from which 310 of the 394 graduates were college enrollees; 1966-67,

2The figures used here were secured from the report from the Office
of the Board of Trustees of the State Institutions of Higher Learning.
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from 41.1 per cent for Carroll County from which 58 of the 141 graduates

enrolled in college to 80.8 per cent for Leflore County from which 80.8

per cent of the graduates became college students; 1967-68,,from 39.4

per cent for Carroll County from which 50 'of the 127 graduates were

college enrollees to 70.6 per cent for Coahoma County from which295

of the 418 graduates were enrolled in college.

For the entire district the rise in college enrollments was phen-

omenal from 1963-64 through 1965-66 rising from 48.9 per cent to 59.7

per cent but then during the next two years there was a gradual decline

to 57.9 per cent.

District IV

This district is comprised of the eastern central part of the

state. During the five-year period included in this study there were

52 public schools and one private school which made reports to the

Office of the Board of Trustees of Institutions of Higher Learning.

The number of high school graduates during the academic years preceding

the following college enrollment years ranged as follows: 1963-64,

from four for the Thomastown High School in Leake County to 185 for the

Columbus High School in Lowndes County; 1964-65, from eight for the

Thomastown High School to 238 for the Columbus High School; 1965-66,

from six for the Webster County Training School in Webster County to

295 for the Columbus High School; 1966-67, from nine for the Lena High

School in Leake County to 275 for the Columbus High School; 1967-68,

from 12 for the Edinburg High School in Leake County to 265 for the

Columbus High School. The ranges in enrollments in colleges during the

fall semesters following graduation from high school during the
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preceding year were as follows: 1963-64, from none of the four graduates

for the Thomastown High School in Leake County to one hundred per cent

of the 14 graduates of the Ethel High School in Attala County who enrolled

in college; 1964-65, from 10.3 per cent for the Ethel High Schccl from

which four of the 39 graduates were college enrollees to 77.9 per cent

for the Philadelphia High School of Neshoba County from which 53 of the

68 graduates became college students; 1965-66, from 12.5 per cent for

the Lena High School of Leake County from which two of the 16 graduates

enrolled in college to 88.5 per cent for Kosciusko High School from

which 92 of the 102 graduates were enrolled in college; 1966-67, from

6.7 per cent for the Oktibbeha-Webster High School of Oktibbeha County

from which only two of the 30 graduates enrolled in college to 87.3

per cent for the Columbus High School of Lowndes County from which

240 of the 275 graduates became college students; 1967-68, from 13.8

per cent for the Long Creek High School in Attala County from which

nine of the 65 graduates enrolled in college to 93.3 per cent for the

Walnut Grove High School of Leake County from which 14 of the 15

graduates were college enrollees.

By counties, the high school graduates for the preceding spring

semesters of the designated college enrollment periods ranged as

follows: 1963-64, from 107 for Webster County to 321 for Lowndes

County; 1964-65, from 140 for each of Choctaw County and Webster

County to 405 for Lowndes County; 1965 -66, from 123 for Choctaw

County to 512 for Lowndes County; 1966-67, from 125 for Choctaw County

to 503 for Lawndes County; 1967-68, 1967-68, from 146 for Kemper County

to 501 for Lowndes County. The enrollments in colleges for graduates
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of the preceding spring semesters of the designated enrollment years

ranged as follows: 1963-64, from 31.7 per cent for Noxubee County from

which 51 of the 161 graduates enrolled in college to 60.4 per cent for

Lowndes County from which 194 of the 321 graduates became college

students; 1964-65, from 36.6 per cent for Noxubee County from which 74

of the 202 graduates enrolled in college to 58.0 per cent for Lowndes

County from which 235 of the 405 high school graduates were college

enrollees; 1965-66, from 36.2 per cent for Noxubee County from which

76 of the 210 graduates enrolled in college to 62.9 per cent for Lowndes

County from which 322 of the 512 graduates were college enrollees;

1966-67, from 38.9 per cent for Noxubee County from which 100 of the 257

graduates became college students to 65.2 per cent for Lowndes County

from which 328 of the 503 graduates enrolled in college; 1967-68, from

31.9 per cent for Noxubee County from which 73 of the 229 graduates

were college enrollees to 64.2 per cent for Oktibbeha County from which

208 of the 324 graduates became college students.

For the entire district the percentages of college enrollments of

the high school graduates dropped from 1963-64 to 1964-65 but then made

a rapid rise for the next three years such that there was an increase

from 42.8 per cent of the graduates who were attending college in

1964-65 to 54.8 per cent in 1967-68. There was an increase in number

of graduates enrolling in college from the first year of the five-year

period to 1540 at the beginning of the 1967-68 school year.

District V

The central area along and immediately south of Highway 80 which

passes through central Mississippi comprises District V. Within the
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district there were 56 public schools which made reports during the five-

year period, 1963-64 through 1967-68. The number of high school graduates

during the academic year preceding the following college enrollment year

ranged as follows: 1963-64, from 13 for the Buckatunna High School of

Wayne County to 364 for the Meridian High School of Lauderdale County;

1964-65, from 10 for the Burns High School of Smith County to 398 for

the Meridian High School; 1965-66, from 12 for the Buckatunna High

School to 488 for the Meridian High School; 1966-67, from five for the

Burns High School to 498 for the Meridian High School; 1967-68, from 11

for the White Oak High School of Smith County to 448 for the Meridian

High School.* During the following year the graduates from District V

who enrolled in college at the beginning of the fall semester of 1963-64

ranged from 16.3 per cent for Clara High School of Wayne County from

which eight of the 49 graduates to 87.1 per cent for the R. H. Watkins

High School in Laurel of Jones County from which 162 of the 186

graduates and 1123per cent for the Roosevelt High School of Jones

County from which 36 of the 32 graduates did so; 1964-65, from none of

the ten students who graduated from Burns High School of Smith County

and none of the 11 students who graduated from White Oak High School

of Smith County to 82.9 per cent for the R. H. Watkins High School

from which 204 of the 246 graduates enrolled in college; 1965-66,

from 16.4 per cent for the Shirley Owens +Ugh School of Clarke County

from which 11 of the 67 graduates became college studentp to 85.5

per cent for the T. J. Harris High School in Meridian of Lauderdale

3The figures used here were secured from the report from the Office
of the Board of Trustees of the State Institutions of Higher Learning.
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County from which 130 of the 152 graduates enrolled in college; 1966-67,

from 10.0 per cent for the White Oak High School of Smith County from

which one of the ten graduates enrolled in college to 81.8 per cent for

the Collins High School of Covington County from which 54 of the 66

graduates were college enrollees; 1967-68, from 10.6 per cent for the

Harris High School of Newton County from which five of the 46 graduates

enrolled in college to 88.4 per cent for the R: H. Watkins High School

in Laurel from which 214 of the 242 graduates became college students

and 151.4
4

per cent for Harris High School in Meridian from which

109 of the 72 graduates were college enrollees:

By counties, the high school graduates for preceding spring semester

ranged as follows: 1963-64, from 148 for Covington County to 655 for

Jones County; 1964-65, from 165 for Covington County to 748 for Jones

County; 1965-66, from 200 for Covington County to 881 for Lauderdale

County; 1966-67, from 206 for Covington County to 835 for Lauderdale

County; 1967-68, from 180 for CoIington County to 814 for Jones County.

The enrollments in colleges during the following fall semesters showed

ranges as follows: 1963-64, from 30.2 per cent for Clarke County from

which 55 of the 182 graduates enrolled in college to 63.4 per cent

for Jones County from which 415 of the 655 graduates became college

students; 1964-65, from 36.3 per cent for Smith County from which 70

of the 193 graduates were college enrollees to 66.9 per cent for

Lauderdale County from which 482 of the 721 graduates were enrolled in

college; 1965-66, from 41.6 per cent for Wayne County from which 97

4The figures used here were secured from the report from the Office

of the Board of Trustees of the State Institutions of Higher Learning.
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of the 233 graduates became college students to 71.9 per cent for

Lauderdale County from which 633 of the 881 graduates enrolled in college;

1966-67, from 34.3 per cent for Wayne County from which 113 of the 239

graduates became college students to 61.2.per cent for Jones County from

which 488 of the 798 graduates were college enrollees; 1967-68, from

42.9 per cent in two counties, Jasper County from which 127 of the 296

graduates enrolled in college and Wayne County from which 91 of the

212 graduates became college students to 69.1 per cent for Lauderdale

County from which 529 of the 766 graduates were college enrollees.

For the entire district the percentages of college enrollments of

the high school graduates showed a gradual increase with the single

exception of a slight drop between 1965-66 and 1966-67 during the five-

year period. During the five-year period the rise was from 49.3 per

cent in 1963-64 to 57.2 per cent for 1967-68.

District VI

The counties in the western central part of the state comprise

District VI. During the five-year period there were 65 public schools

and nine private schools which made reports of college enrollments

for their high school graduates to the Office of the Board of Trustees

of State Institutions of Higher Learning. The mumber of high school

graduates during the academic years preceding the following college

enrollment years ranged as follows: 1963-64, from four for the Harrisville

High School of Simpson County to 298 for the Murrah High School in

Jackson of Hinds County; 1964-65, from five.for the predominantly priYate

Negro high school of Madison County to 386 for the Murrah High School in

Jackson ; 1965-66, from six for the predominately private Negro high
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school of Madison County to 469 for the Provine High School in Jackson of

Hinds County; 1966-67, from four for the predominantly Negro private high

school of Madison county to 480 for the Murrah High School in Jackson;

1967-68, from seven for the predominantly Negro private high school of

Madison County to 303 for the Murrah High School in Jackson. The

ranges in enrollments in colleges during the fall semesters following

graduation from high school during the preceding year were as follows:

1963-64, from 7.1 per cent for the Harper High School of Simpson

County from which two of the 28 graduates became college students to

91.7 per cent for the Provine High School in Jackson of Hinds County

from which 253 of the 276 graduates became college students; 1964-65,

from 16.3 per cent for the Velma Jackson High School of Madison

County from which eight of the 49 graduates enrolled in college to

one hundred per cent for the predominantly private high school in

Yazoo City of Yazoo County from which all the eleven graduates were college

enrollees; 1965-66, from 11.1 per cent for the Scott Central High

School of Scott County from which two of the 18 graduates became college

students to one hundred per cent for the private school in Claiborne

County from which the entire class of 23 graduates became college

enrollees; 1966-67, from 15.2 per cent for the. McLaurin High School

of Simpson County from which seven of the 46 graduates were enrolled in

college to 98.6 per cent for the Murrah High School in Jackson of

Hinds County from which 474 of the 480 graduates were college enrollees;

1967-68, from 7.1 per cent for the predominantly Negro private high

school in Rankin County from which one of the 14 graduates enrolled in

college to 99.0 per cent for the Murrah High School in Jackson from

which 300 of the 303 graduates became college students and
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178.2
5
per cent for the Clinton High School from which 180 of the 101

graduates were enrolled in college. An interesting observation for the

1967-68 school year college enrollment is that seven of the 19 high

schools in Hinds County and one high school in Warren County sent more

than 90 per cent of their graduates to college.

By counties, the high school graduates for the preceding spring

semesters of the designated college enrollment periods ranged as follows:
4

1963-64, from 175 for Claiborne County to 1733 for Hinds County; 1964-65,

from 168 for Claiborne County to 2217 for Hinds County; 1965-66; from

172 for Claiborne County to 2525 for Hinds County; 1966-67, from 203

for Claiborne County to 2626 for Hinds County; 1967-68, from 195 for

Claiborne County to 2647 for Hinds County. The enrollments in colleges

for graduates of the preceding spring semesters of the designated

enrollment years ranged as follows: 1963-64, from 34.8 per cent for

Rankin County from which 110 of the 316 graduates became college students

to 69.0 per cent for Hinds County from which 1195 of the 1733 graduates

enrolled in colleges; 1964-65, from 37.5 per cent for Madison County

from which 121 of the 323 graduates were college enrollees to 71.4

per cent for Hinds County from which 1583 of the 2217 graduates became

college students; 1965-66, from 41.9 per cent for Madison County from

which 165 of the 294- graduates 'enrolled in college to 76.1 per cent

for Hinds County from which 1921 of the 2525 graduates were college

enrollees; 1966-67, from 42.3 per cent for Rankin County from which

190 of the 449 graduates were enrolled in college to 74.1 per cent for

5The figures used here were secured from the report from the Office
of the Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Higher Learning.
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Hinds County from which 1945 of 2626 graduates became college students;

1967-68, from 41.3 per cent for Rankin County from which 215 of the 520

graduates were college enrollees to 76.5 per cent for Hinds County from

which 2026 of the 2657 graduates enrolled in colleges.

For the entire district there was a marked increase in high school

graduates and college enrollments during the five-year period. The

increase in number of graduates was from 3825 in spring semester of

1963 to 5403 in spring semester of 1967. College enrollments among

these graduates during this same period increased from 2156 in fall of

1963 to 3567 in fall semester of 1967, an increase from 56.4 per cent

of the high school graduates of the preceding spring semester of 1963

to 66.0 per cent for 1967.

District VII

The southwestern section of the state comprises DiAtrict VII. There

were 50 public high schools and four private schools that reported the

college enrollments of their high school graduates during the five-year

period to the Office of the Board of Trustees of State Institutions of

Higher Learning. The number of high school graduates during the academic

year preceding the following college enrollment years ranged as follows:

1963-64, from five for the predominantly Negro private high school of

Jefferson Davis County to 184 for the Natchez-Adams County High School

of Adams County; 1964-65, from eleven for the Hub High School of Marion

County to 222 for the Natchez-Adams County High School; 1965-66, from 18

for two separate schools, Bunker Hill High School and Hub High School,

both in Marion County to 262 for the Natchez-Adams County High School;

1966-67, from 11 for the West Lincoln High School of Lincoln County to

269 for the Natchez-Adams County High School; 1967-68, from 13 for the
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SalaM High School in Walthall County to 275 for the Natchez-Adams County

High School. The ranges in enrollments in colleges during the fall

semesters following graduation from high school during the preceding year

were as follows: 1963-64, from 10.5 per cent for the Salem High School

of Walthall County from which two of the 19 graduates became college

students to 83.5 per cent for McComb High School of Pike County from

which 96 of the 115 graduates were college enrollees; 1964-65, from

none of the 25 graduates of Newhebron High School in Lawrence County

enrolled in college to 97.1 per cent for Johnson High School of Jefferson

Davis County from which 66 of the 68 graduates became college students;

1965-66, from 15.8 per cent for the Topeka-Tilton High School of

Lawrence County from which three of the 19 graduates enrolled in

college to 83.1 per cent for the McComb High School from which 123 of the

148 graduates became college students; 1966-67, from 20.0 per cent

for the Eva Harris High School in Lincoln County from which 15 of the 75

graduates were enrolled in college to 84.2 per cent for the Columbia

High School of Marion County from which 23 of the 63 graduates were

college enrollees; 1967-68, from 16.9 per cent for the Central High

School in Amite County from which 14 of the 83 graduates enrolled in

college to one hundred per cent of the 72 graduates of Prentiss High

School in Jefferson Davis County who became college students and 1506

graduates enrolled in college.

6The figures used here were secured from the report from the Office
of the Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Higher Learning,
1967-68.
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By counties, the high school graduates for the preceding spring

semesters of the designated college enrollment periods ranged as follows:

1963-64, from 74 for Wilkinson County to 352 for Pike County; 1964-65,

from 104 for Jefferson County to 460 for Adams County; 1965-66, from 109

for Jefferson County to 458 for Adams County; 1966-67, from 126 for

Jefferson County to 521 for Pike County; 1967-68, from 104 for Jefferson

County to 525 for Pike County. The enrollments in colleges for graduates

of the preceding spring semesters of the designated enrollment years

ranged as follows: 1963-64, from 33.8 for Walthall County from which

49 of the 145 graduates enrolled in college to 62.1 per cent for

Jefferson Davis County from which 110 of the 177 graduates became

college students; 1964-65, from 32.3 per cent for Wilkinson County from

which 62 of the 192 graduates enrolled in college to 64.7 per cent for

Jefferson Davis County from which 130 of the 201 graduates were college

enrollees; 1965-66, from 38.9 per cent for Amite County from which 95

of the 244 graduates enrolled in college to 64.7 per cent for Wilkinson

County from which 121 of the 167 graduates became college students;

1966-67, from 34.9 per cent for Jefferson County from which 44 of the

126 graduates were college enrollees to 63.6 per cent for Adams County

from which 313 of the 492 graduates were enrolled in college; 1967-68,

from 36.9 per cent for Amite County from which 94 of the 255 graduates

became college students to 66.9 per cent of Jefferson Davis County

from which 166 of the 258 graduates were college enrollees.

For the district as a whole, there was a gradual increase in

college enrollments from among the high school graduates over the

five-year period. There was a slight drop between the years 1965-66
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and 1966-67 although this rose again in 1967-68. There was a substantial

increase in the number of high school graduates, moving from 2481 for

1963 to 3350 for 1967. The number of high school graduates who became

college enrollees rose from 1168, or 47.1 per cent of the total number

of graduates in 1963, to 1860, or 55.5 per cent cf the total number of

graduates in 1967.

District VIII

The southeastern section of the state Which extends to the Gulf of

Mexico on the south comprises District VIII. During the five-year

period of this study, there were 60 public high schools and six private

high schools which reported to the Office of the Board of Trustees of

State Institutions of Higher Learning concerning the number of high

school graduates and the number of these who enrolled in college.

The number of high school graduates during the academic year preceding

the following college enrollment years ranged as follows: 1963-64,

from four for the Todd High School of Pearl River County to 253 for the

Biloxi High School of Harrison County; 1964-65, from eight for the

predominantly Negro private high school of Hancock county to 331 for

the Gulfport High School of Harrison County; 1965-66, form eight for

the Todd High School to 356 for the Gulfport High School; 1966-67,

from one for the Todd High School to 375 for each of the Biloxi High

School and the Gulfport High School; 1967-68, from nine for the Todd

High School to 314 for the Hattiesburg High School of Forrest County.

The ranges in enrollments in colleges during the fall semesters following

graduation from high school during the preceding year were as follows:

1963-64, from none of the five graduates of the Janice High School of
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Perry County enrolling in college to 85.7 per cent for the Beaumont

predominantly Negro high school of Perry County from which two of the 24

graduates became college students to 81.2 per cent for the Hattiesburg

High School of Forrest County from which 203 of the 250 graduates were

college enrollees; 1965-66, from 16.7 per cent for the Runnelstown

High School from which six of the 36 graduates became college students

to 84.9 per cent for the Poplarville High School of Pearl River County

from which 79 of the 93 graduates enrolled in college 1966-67, from

19.6 per cent for the predominately white private high school of

Hancock County from which nine of the 46 graduates enrolled in college

to one hundred per cent for each of two schools, Mattie Johns High

School of Perry County from whd.ch the nine graduates enrolled in college

and Todd High School of Pearl River County which had a single graduate

to become a college student; 1967-68, from 23.3 per cent for the

Beaumont predominately white high school of Perry County from which

seven of the 30 graduates became college students to 88.9 per cent for

the Mattie Johns High School from which 16 of the 18 graduates were

college enrollees.

By counties, the high school graduates for the preceding spring

semesters of the designated college enrollment periods ranged as follows:

1963-64, from 87 for Stone County to 958 for Harrison County; 1964-65,

from 99 for Stone county to 1251 for Harrison County; 1965-66, from 130

for Stone County to 1346 for Harrison County; 1966-'67, from 120 for

Stone County to 1423 for Harrison County; 1967-68, from 95 for Stone

County to 1167 for Harrison County. The enrollments in colleges for

graduates of the preceding spring semesters of the designated enrollment

years ranged as follows:. 1963-64, from 39.7 per cent for Greene County
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from which 54 of the 136 graduates enrolled in college to 60.9 per cent

for Stone County from which 53 of the 87 graduates became college

students; 1964-65, from 32.2 per cent for George County from which 56

of the 174 graduates were college enrollees to 61.4 per cent for

Pearl River County from which 164 of the 267 graduates became college

students; 1965-66, from 39.2 per cent for George County from which

73 of the 186 graduates enrolled in college to 63.8 per cent for Pearl

River County from which 213 of the 334 graduates were enrolled in

college; 1966-67, from 37.4 per cent for George county from which 68

of the, 182 graduates became college students to 64.0 per cent for

Pearl River County from which 194 of the 303 graduates were college

enrollees; 1967-68, from 41.1 per cent for Greene County from which

60 of the 146 graduates enrolled in college to 71.6 per cent for

Stone County from which 68 of the 95 graduates became college students.

For the entire district there was a rapid rise in college

enrollments from the high school graduates for a four-year period of

1963-64 through 1966-67. However, between the year 1966-67 and 1967-68

there was a sharp drop in percentage of enrollment. The actual college

enrollment for the high school graduates in 1967-68 was the lowest

since 1963-64. This could have been caused by lack of reporting for

some of the schools although the larger schools are included on the

report.



CHAPTER II

SUMMARY

This study was undertaken by the Bureau of Educational Research of the

University of Mississippi to bring together over a five-year period of

time the enrollments of high school students in colleges during the year

following graduation from high school. The reports Fall Enrollments of

High School Graduates in Mississippi which are issued annually were used

as the source of data. The reports issued for college years 1963-64,

1964-65, 1965-66, 1966-67, 1967-68 were used in compiling the data.

In order to present the study in more understandable form, the state

was divided into districts and enrollments were analyzed on this basis.

There were eight districts divided as two geographical regions which are

identical with the districts organized by the Mississippi Activities

Association. The report indicates each school which reported to the Office

of the Board of Trustees of State Institutions of Higher Learning during

the five-year period. There were a number of schools which reported

only part of the time and then stopped. By the same token a few schools

began reporting after not having reported during earlier years, thus

indicating consolidation of some schools and creation of some new schools.

There were 465 public schools and 27 private schools included in the report.

These are shown with number of graduates, number of graduates who enrolled

in college, and the per cent of graduates who enrolled in college for the

individual schools, for the counties, and for the eight districts included

in the study. A summary of these data, by districts and by state, is
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included in Table II (Summary). College enrollments of Mississippi

high school graduates had a steady rise for three years but declined in

1967-68.
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