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Although there are variations, some features are characteristic of associate
degree programs in nursing: (1) The majority are conducted by public junior or
community colleges, (2) Program length is 2 academic to 2 calendar years, (3) Nursing

theory is combined with college-level general education courses, (4) Students must
meet college and nursing program admission requirements, (5) Costs and living
arrangements are comparable to those for students in other curriculums, and (6) The
purpose of the program is to prepare registered nurses to give patient-centered
nursing care in beginning general duty positions, usually in hospitals. Prepared to
assist prospective applicants and others interested in nursing education, this
publication discusses admission requirements, licensure, and program accreditation.
Two 'hundred and ninety-two state approved programs are listed, and 66 programs
also accredited by the National League for Nursing are indicated. (JO
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ASSOCIATE DEGREE EDUCATION FOR NURSING

The Need for Registered Nurses

If you have read much about nursing or have had many contacts with nurses recently, you will know that
more registered nurses are urgently needed to care for patients in our nation's hospitals, nursing homes, and
other health agencies. Factors that have helped to bring about this need are well known: increased population,
scientific and technological advances, more health insurance programs, and growth and expans'ion of hospitals
and other health facilities. The startling fact is that while you are reading this paragraph, new job opportuni-
ties arc being created and the need for more registered nurses is increasing.

As new job opportunities in nursing have been created, new educational opportunities have become avail-
able. A comparatively new and different type of education to prepare more registered nurses is the associate
degree program in nursing.

This publication provides general information about associate degree education for nursing, lists the insti-
tutions that offer state-approved associate degree programs, and indicates those that have been accredited
by the National League for Nursing (NLN), which is the national accrediting agency for nursing education.
The material was prepared by NLN's Department of Associate Degree Programs to assist prospective appli-
cants and others who may be interested. For more information of a general nature, write to the department.
For specific information, write to the individual programs for their nursing catalogues or bulletins.

Associate Degree Programs in Nursing
Associate degree programs in nursing became a part of the American system of nursing education in 1952.

Their growth has been remarkable. In 1956, there were fewer than 25 state-approved programs. By the end
of 1966, there were almost 220 state-approved programs in 41 of the 50 states and in Puerto Rico, Guam,
and the American Virgin Islands. At this writing, there are 292 state-approved programs in 45 states and
Puerto Rico, Guam, and the American Virgin Islands.

Although there are variations, a number of features are unique to associate degree programs:

The majority are conducted and controlled by public junior or community colleges (some are in senior
colleges or universities, and a few are in private institutions).

Associate degree programs require two years to complete, which may be two academic years or two
calendar years.

The course of study combines nursing theory and practice with college-level general education courses
in the liberal arts and the sciences.

Students must meet requirements of the college and the nursing program for admission and for gradu-
ation.

Costs and living arrangements for nursing students are comparable to those for students in other cur-
riculums in the college. These are usually minimal in community colleges.

The sole purpose of A.D. programs is to educate students who will be eligible for licensure as registered
nurses and who will be prepared to give patient-centered nursing care in beginning general duty nurse
positions, usually in hospitals.

This last feature is especially important to note if you are considering a nursing career, for within the
occupation of nursing today there are many kinds of nurses with different types of education and equally dif-
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ferent job responsibilities. Despite this variety, the majority of registered nurses work in hospitds or other

institutions and are engaged in giving direct nursing care to the sick. These nurses are usually called general

duty or staff nurses and sometimes "bedside" nurses. Since staff nurses are responsible for dirt ct care to
patients, they must possess a high degree of technical nursing knowledge and skill and have an understanding
of the scientific principles of the nursing care they give. Theirs is a demanding responsibility.

Because of its unique features, an A.D. program will meet your needs if:

You would like to become a registered nurse.
Your goal is to give nursing care to the sick as a staff nurse.

You want both a nursing education and some college-level general education.

You want to complete your education in a relatively short period of time.

You would like to obtain your nursing education in a college setting in your own community.

These unique features of associate degree education for nursing also mean. that the programs are attractive

to married women and others whose family responsibilities require them to live at home. to men who wish to

pursue nursing careers, and to older students.
Although the associate degree program in nursing is complete for the purpose described, some of the col-

lege credits earned in the program can be applied toward a baccalaureate degree in nursing should a graduate

decide later to pursue education for professional nursing. The amount of credit granted depends on the poli-

cies of the senior college or university that conducts the baccalaureate degree program.

Admission Requirements
High school graduation is the minimum requirement for admission to any school or program that prepares

its graduates to become licensed as registered nurses. This includes associate degree, baccalaureate degree, and

diploma programs in nursing. A school may establish any requirements it wishes above the minimum. The col-

lege preparatory, or academic, course in, high school is preferred by all schools and required by some. A good

academic average is essential. Since admission requirements vary, you should obtain specific information by

writing to schools for their nursing catalogues or bulletins.

Licensure
All states regulate by law the practice of nursing and other health occupations. This applies equally to

medicine, dentistry, pharmacy, and other fields, and to nursing. Licensure, therefore, has a legal meaning. A

license is not a degree.
A graduate of a state-approved associate degree, baccalaureate degree, or diploma program in nursing is

eligible to take a state licensure examination to become a registered nurse. Licensure as a registered nurse

(R.N.) means that the nurse has met legal requirements to practice in the state in which the license is issued.

The protection of the public is the basic reason for licensing laws, since the public cannot be expected to

know the difference between a competent or an incompetent practitioner. In terms of public safety, a licensed

practitioner of nursing, a registered nurse, is assumed to be competent. Note especially that a registered

nurse's license does not indicate the type of education the nurse has had, since the R.N. may be a graduate

of an associate degree, baccalaureate degree, or a diploma program in nursing.

Availability of Funds
A listing of scholarship funds is available on request from the college.

Nationally Accredited Schools
To become a licensed nursing practitioneran R.N. you must be a graduate of a state-approved school or

program in nursing. State-approved schools have met legal standards set by a state board of nursing. This

applies in each of the 50 states.
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The American system of education includes another t) re of educational approval that is important for you

to know about. It is called national accreditation.
National accreditation differs from state approval in that it is national (rather than statewide) in scope

and is voluntary instead of being required by law. The National League for Nursing is the national accredit-

ing agency for nursing education. Schools that apply for and receive national accreditation must meet national

standards of excellence. These standards exceed the legal standards set by state boards of nursing. Enrolling

in an NLN-accredited program is your guarantee of getting the best available nursing education of its type

Following is a list of institutions that offer state-approved programs in nursing education leading to the

associate degree. Those offering programs accredited by the National League for Nursing are printed in
boldface type followed by an asterisk (*). For specific information about any nursing program, write to

the director of the program, cio the junior or community college, and request a nursing catalogue or bulletin

ALABAMA

BirminghomJefferson State Junior College*
Decatt.rJohn C. Calhoun Stote Technical Jun.or College
GodsdenGodsden State Junior College

ARIZONA

FlogstoffNorthem Arizona University
Glendole Glendole Community College
MesoMeso Community College
PhoenixPhoenix College*
YumoArizono Western College

ARKANSAS

HelenaPhillips County Junior Co liege
Little RockLittle Rock University

CALIFORNIA

Alto LomoChaffey College
AngwinPacific Union College*
BakersfieldBakersfield College
Chula Vista Southwestern College
ComptonCompton College
Costo Mesta Orange Coast College*
CupertinoDe Anzo College
El CojonGrossmont College
EurekaCollege of the Redwoods
FresnoFresno City Co [(ego
FullertonFullerton Junior College
Ho ywordChobot College
KentfieldCollege of Marin*
Long BeochLong Beach City College*
Los Angeles

Eost Los Angeles College
Los Angeles City College*
Los Angeles Southwest College

ModestoModesto Junior College
NorwolkCerritos College
OoklondMerritt College
Po Im DesertCollege of the Desert*
PosodenoPasadena City College*
ReddingShosto College
Rive rside

Lorno Linda University, Lo Sierro Compus
Riverside City College

SocromentoSocromento City College
Salinas Hortnell College
Son BernordinoSon Bernordino Volley College
Son FranciscoCity College of Son Francisco
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Son JoseSan Jose City College*
Son Luis ObispoCuesto College
Son MorcosPolomor College
Son Mateo College of San Mateo*
Son PabloContra Costo College
Sonto Borboro--Sonto Barbaro City College
Sonto Monica Santo Monica City College
Santo RosoSonto Roso Junior College
Stockton San Joaquin De lto College
TorranceEl Camino College
Van NuysLos Angeles Volley College
VenturaVentura College
WalnutMount Son Antonio College
WhittierRio Hondo Junior College
WilmingtonLos Angeles Horbor College

COLORADO

DenverMetropoliton Stote College
Grand JunctionMesa College*
PuebloSouthern Colorado State College*

CONNECTICUT

BridgeportJunior College of Connecticut, University of
Bridgeport*

DELAWARE

DoverWesley College

FLORIDA

BortowPolk Junior College
BrodentonMonotee Junior College
CocooBrevord Junior College
Doytono BeochDoytono Beoch Junior College
Fort LouderdoleJunior College of Broword County
Fort PierceIndion River Junior College
GoinesvilleSonto Fe Junior College
Jocksonville

Florida Junior College of Jacksonville
Jacksonville University

Key WestFlorido Keys Junior College
Loke CityLoke City Junior College and Forest Ronger

School
Loke WorthPo Im Beoch Junior College
MiomiMiomi-Dode Junior College
Oco loCentrol Florida Junior College
Ponomo CityGulf Coast Junior College
PensocoloPensocolo Junior College
St. PetersburgSt. Petersburg Junior College
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GEORGIA

AlbanyAlbany Junior College
AmericusGeorgio Southwestern College
BrunswickBrunswick Junior College
ClarkstonDe Kolb College
ColumbusColumbus College
SavannahArmstrong College*
Tifton Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College

GUAM

AganoUniversity of Guam

HAWAII

HonoluluUniversity of Hawaii*

IDAHO

BoiseBoise State College
LewistonLewis-Clork Normal School
RexburgRicks College

ILLINOIS

Belleville--Beileville Junior College*
Chompoign Porklond College
Chicago

Amundsen-Moyfoir College
Chicago City College, Crane Campus
Chicago City College, Southeast Campus

Chicago Heights Prairie State College
CiceroMorton Junior College
Dixon Souk Valley College
East Peoria Illinois Central College
ElginElgin Community College
Elk Grove Village Harper College
HarveyThornton Junior College
La So IleIllinois Volley Community College
MolineBlock Howk College
River GroveTriton College
RockfordRock Volley College

INDIANA

Fort WaynePurdue University, Regional Campus at Fort
Wayne*

GaryIndiana University, Northwest Campus*
Hammond Purdue University, Calumet Campus*
lndionopolis

Indiana Central College*
Indiana University, Indianapolis Campus*
Purdue University, Indianapolis Campus*

Jeffersonvillelndiono University, Southeastern Campus
Kokomo lndiono University of Kokomo
LafayettePurdue University*
VincennesVincennes University Junior College*
WestvillePurdue University, North Central Campus*

IOWA

Fort Dodge Iowa Central Community College
Moson CityNorth Iowa Areo Community College

KANSAS

El DoradoButler County Community Junior College
HesstonHesston College

KENTUCKY

Bowling GreenWestern Kentucky University*
CovingtonNorthern Community College of the University

of Kentucky
ElizcbethtownElizobetlatown Community College of the

University of Kentucky
Frcnkfort Kentucky State College
HendersonHenderson Community College of the Univer-

sity of Kentucky
LexingtonLexington Technical Institute of the Univer-

sity of Kentucky
LouisvilleJefferson Community College of the University

of Kentucky
MidwayMidway Junior College
PoducahPaducah Junior College*
RichmondEastern Kentucky University

LOUISIANA

Alexandria Louisiana State University at Alexandria*
ThibodauxNicholls State College

MAINE

PortiondWestbrook Junior College

MARYLAND

Arnold- -Anne Arundel Community College
Boltimore

Baltimore Junior College*
Catonsville Community College

Bel AirHo rford Junior College
EssexEssex Community College
FrederickFrederick Community College
LorgoPrince George's Community College
Tokomo PorkMontgomery Junior College

MASSACHUSETTS

Auburndole Lasell Junior College
BeverlyNorth Shore Community College
BostonNortheastern University*
Fall RiverBristol Community College
GreenfieldRegionol Community College at Greenfield
HoverhillNorthern Essex Community College
Hyannis Cope Cod Community College
NewtonvilleNewton Junior College
PittsfieldBerkshire Community College
South Lancaster Atlantic Union College*
Watertown Massachusetts Boy Community College
West BridgewoterMossosoit Community College
WorcesterQuinsigomond Community College

MICHIGAN

Bottle CreekKellogg Community College
Dearborn Henry Ford Community College*
FlintFlint Community Junior College
Grand Rapids Grand Rapids Junior College
Highland PorkHigh fond Pork College
Lansing Lansing Community College
Livonia Schoolcroft College
PetoskeyNorth Central Michigan College
Port HuronSt, Clair County Community College
Traverse CityNorthwestern Michigan College
Union LokeOakland Community College
University CenterDelta College*
WorrenMocomb County Community College



MINNESOTA

Coon RopidsAnoko-Ramsey State Junior College
HibbingHibbing State Junior College*
MinneapolisSt. Marls Junior College
RochesterRochester Junior College

MISSISSIPPI

Boonevale--Northeost Mississippi Junior College
Eilisville Jones County Junior College
GautierGulf Coast Junior College District, Jackson

County College Bronch
HandsboroGulf Coost Junior College District, Jefferson

Davis Branch
lito BenoMississippi Volley State College
Meridian Meridian Junior College
MoorheodMississippi De:to Junior College
NotchezUniversity of Southern Mississippi
PoplorvillePearl River Junior College
Raymond Hinds Junior College

MISSOURI

Cope GirordeouSoutheost Missouri State College
JoplinMissouri Southern College
Kansas City Metropolitan Junior College
Kirkw:vdMeramac Community College*
O'FoilonSoint Mory's College of O'Follon
St. Louis

Forest Pork Community College
Mercy Junior College

MONTANA

HovreNorthern Montano College

NEVADA

Los Vegas Nevado Southern University

NEW JERSEY

DoverCounty College of Morris
EdisonMiddlesex County College
Lodi Felicion College
Moys LandingAtIontic Community College
Newark Essex County Community College
PoromusBergen Community College
RutherfordFairleigh Dickinson University
SewellGloucester County College
Toms RiverOcean County College*
TrentonMercer County College
VinelondCumberlond County College

NEW MEXICO

AlbuquerqueUniversity of Albuquerque
RoswellEostern New Mexico University

NEW YORK

Albany
Junior College of Albany*
Mario College
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AlfredSUNY, Agricultural & Technical College*
BirighomtcnBro:rne Technical Community College
BuffaloTrcoaire College
CariondoiguaCommunity College of the Finger Lckes
ContonSUNY, Agricultural Technical College
CorningCorning Community College*
FarmingdaleSUNY, Agricultural & Technical College*
Garden CityNassau Community College*
Glen Falls--Adirordack Community College
JamestownJome:;?own Community College
JohnstownFulton Montgomery Community College
MiddletownOrange County Community College*
MorrisvilleSUNY, Agricultural & Technical College*
New York City

Boyside Queensb3rough Community College
BronxBronx Community College*
Brooklyn

Kingsborough College of the City University of New
York

New York City Community College of Applied Arts
& Sciences*

FlushingQueens College
MonhottonBorough of Monhotton Community College
Staten Island Staten Island Community College

NewburghMount St. Mary's College
Niagara FallsNiagara County Community College
PleosantvillePace College*
PoughkeepsieDutchess Community College*
RochesterMonroe Community College
Selden Suffolk County Community College*
Stone RidgeUlster County Community College
SuffernRockland Community College*
Syrocuse

Onondogo Community College
SUNY, Upstate_Medical Center

TroyHudson Volley Community College
Utica Mohawk Volley Community College

NORTH CAROLINA

Boiling Springs Gardner -Webb Junior College
Charlotte Central Piedmont Community College
Fayetteville Fayetteville Technical Institute
MorgontonWestern Piedmont Community College
MurfreesboroChowon Junior College
Southern PinesSondhills Community College
WentworthRockinghom Community College
WhitevilleSoutheostern Community College
WilmingtonWilmington College

NORTH DAKOTA

DickinsonDickinson State College

OHIO

AshtobuloKent State University, Ashtobulo Areo Com-
pus

Blue AshUniversity of Cincinnati, Raymond Wolters
Branch

ClevelondCuyahoga Community College*
ElyrioLoroin County Community College
Hamilton Miami University, Hamilton Branch
KetteringKettering Medico! Center, Education Division
MentorLokelond Community College
PormoCuyohogo Community College, Western Campus



OHIO Continued

SpringfieldClark County Technical Institute
YoungstownYoungstown University
ZonesviileOhio Stote University, Zonesville Campus

OKLAHOMA

MuskogeeBacone College
LawtonCameron State Agricultural College*

OREGON

AshlandSouthern Oregon College
EugeneLone Community College
PortlandPortland Community College
SalemSalem Technical-Vocotional Community College

PENNSYLVANIA

BethlehemNorthampton County Area Community Col-
lege

CressonMount Aloysius Junior College
FolsomDelaware County Community College
Gwynedd ValleyGwynedd-Mercy College*
PhiladelphiaCommunity College of Philadelphia
Pittsburgh

Community College of Allegheny, Allegheny Campus
Point Park College

PUERTO RICO

AreciboUniversity of Puerto Rico, Arecibo Regional Col-
lege

HumacooUniversity of Puerto Rica, Humacao Regional
College

MayaguezUniversity of Puerto Rico at Mayaguez*
Rio PiedrasPuerto Rico Junior College

RHODE ISLAND

ProvidenceRhode Island Junior College

SOUTH CAROLINA

AndersonClemson University
CharlestonBaptist College of Charleston
ColumbiaUniversity of South Carolina, College of Gen-

erol Studies
GreenwoodLander College

SOUTH DAKOTA

AberdeenPresentation College*
VermillionUniversity of South Dokota

TENNESSEE

BristolEast Tennessee State University
ClevelandCleveland State Community College
CollegedoleSouthern Missionary College*
ColumbiaColumbia State Community College
JacksonUnion University
MemphisMemphis State University
MurfreesboroMiddle Tennessee State University*
Nashville

Agricultural and Industrial State University
University of Tennessee
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TEXAS

AlvinAlvin Junior College
Amarillo Amarillo College
Corpus ChristiDel Mar College
DallasDallas County Junior College District
DenisonGroyson County College
EdinburgPon Americon College
Fort WorthTorront County Junior College District
Galveston Galveston Community College
KilleenCentrol Texas College
LoredoLoredo Junior College
LufkinAngelina College
OdessaOdessa College
ParisPoris Junior College
Pasadena San Jacinto College
San AngeloAngelo State College
San AntonioSon Antonio College
TexarkanaTexarkana College*
WacoMcLennan Community College

UTAH

OgdenWeber State College*
Salt Loke CityBrigham Young University

VERMONT

CastletonCostleton State College
MontpelierVermont College*

VIRGIN ISLANDS

Charlotte Amalie, St. ThomasCollege of the Virgin
Islands*

VIRGINIA

AnnandaleNorthern Virginia Community College
ArlingtonMarymount College*
ChesterJohn Tyler Community College
NorfolkV:rginia State College, Norfolk Division
WinchesterShenandoah College
WythevilleWytheville Community College

WASHINGTON

BellevueBellevue Community College
BremertonOlympic College
EverettEverett Community College*
MidwayHighline College
PascoColumbia Basin College
SeattleShoreline Community College
VancouverClark College
Yakima Yakimo Valley College

WEST VIRGINIA

BluefieldBluefield State College
CharlestonMorris Harvey College*
FairmontFairmont State College
HuntingtonMarshall University
Parkersburg--West Virginia University, Parkersburg

Center

WISCONSIN

MilwaukeeMilwaukee Technical College
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