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Whereas past campus revolts in America were concerned with on-campus issues,
the present student movement is politica:, and must be understood as such. Much of
the student unrest has resuited from the belief of students that the system is no?
truly representative and unjustly exciudes them from the decision-making process:
normal pclifical processes are not functioning. and the democratic process is oo
siow in bringing about urgently needed reform. Max Frankel, George Kennan, Seymour
Lipset, Lewis Fever. Robert Hutchins, Margaret Mead, and Pitrim Soroken have
offered various interpretations ¢f the causes and implications of student unrest.
American student unrest is comparabie to 19th century student movements in Russia
and Germany, and to more current movements in France and other countries. Placed in
historical and c¢ross-cultural perspective, the US student movement appears less
radical, less violent, and less extreme. Much cf the conflict in American universities has
focused on the role of the university in society. As an institution, however. the
university must undertake the resolution of problems direcy related to its
educational and parietal roie, and must minimize sources of conflict that are social
and political in nature. The university's future depends upon the way it meets these
challenges. (DS)
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Although the purnose cf this maner is
to examine student unrest as a nroblen in
higher ecducaticn, the annroach is more
nearly historical and political. This am-
nroach is based unor two assumntions, First
that student unrest reoresents a nroblem
that can not be resolved by develnning a
set of responses to deal with each and ev-
ery campus crisis. Second, if the nroblem
is to be resolved, it musc be exanined in
an histnrical and rnlitical context.

Some of the material ~resented on the
pages that follew is of =significance to the
college nresident confrented with a cammus
disorder. FHowever, the search here is for
the long view and for leng tewm annrcaches.
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Student unrest in the United States has upset the time hallowed
equiiibrium of a growing number of Armerican colleees and universities
and is havine a significant impact on ail institutions and asvects of
higher education. Tt raises issues that strike to the core of the
universitv system itself. It commels a re-examinatioon of the univer-
sity's basic structure, its relationsﬁiné with othker institutions,
its legitimete and proper role in societv, and the delicatelv balanced
relationship between its purelv intellectual and acaderic functicns
and the legitimate and necessarv concern thst members of the acadenmic
cormunity, including students, have with respect to contemcorarv social

and nclitical issues,

Activities of student vadicals are also effectiny other orocesses
and institutions. More than a campus problem, stvdent urrest is a
major public issve.* Tie issues also strike to the core of the
American nolitical and social svstem; challenging bhasic tenants

of liberal democracy.

- - ——— . —

*The extent to which the activities of student radicals have becore

an issue at the feleral level is illustrated by the TS, Attorney General's
Mav 1 "Law Day" speech in which he indicated that the federal eovernment
«zonid use the 1963 Civil Rights Act as a hasis for moving against camous
disorders.
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Camnus unrest, in and of itself, is nnt a new archlen fer 7. Q. E
cnlleges and universities. Sema chacrvers of the camrus scene have
found snlace in the knowledge that students attending colleges and
universities in times nast have mn nccassion epgaged in viclence as
a means for attaining group grals. Until recentlv, however, camnus
revolts were primarily concerneé with on-campus issues such as the
cuality of food served in the comrons, comnulsery attendance at

charel, or unreasonable academic demands, at least as judged bv

students.*

The current state of student unrest in the Umited States is
more than a series of campus revnlis. On-camnus issves, many of j

great impcrt to academic imstitutions, are among the concerns of

student activists but the major concerns are societal in scope and
the techniques are nolitical. The student movement is a nnlitical

movement and must be understood at the nolitical lavel,

* The first reccrded student revolt at Varvard Collegce toonk nlace
in the snring of 1766 over thz butter served in the commoas. One
hundred and fifty-five students who articinated in a demonstration
and an "eat-out™, taking their breakfast in town, were accused of
traitorous behavior and required to sign a confession of "{yrepgu-
lar and unconstitutional orocezdimgs.™ As a footnote to histozv,
the student leader of the revelt was Asa Munbar, grandfather of
Henry David Thoreau.




The majer confyontaticns seem to ba batweer studant activists ang
their sunperters, and the imiversities.* TIn some ingtances, students
chalienze the universitv because of ‘rievanere that rolate divectly
to the nature of the institution in eftcational terms. Tn cther
instances the challenge is due to the nerancctive aiudenis have
of a ualversity's iavolvement in contraversial cuasi-cducatiopsl
and non-educational projects. In vet othey instances, the challenge
seems to emanate from a student view of the universitv as a microcosn

of an “onpressive” - “renressive’ - "racist” societv., Flements of

irrationality may also be present and in fact, all of these elenents
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der.ified during a given outhurst,

The student movement in the Unitad States has characteristics
in common with student wmovements of the past. QOpne notes, for

examnle, the fermar Surschenshaft organized at Jena in 1815, Giunsenns

Yaggind . and Younc Italv, the Pussian student mavement durir-. the later
& S

1%tk and earlv 20th centuries, tiie wyro<larld War 7 ¥lada Fosnia, the

Chinese T unp eng Mui. amd the entire historv of student accivisr: and

higher education in Latin Awerica.

* sccerding te The U.S. Attorney Geveral’s cffice, during the ourrent
vear {(1968-19A9); disorders havz brolen ot on more than twe hundyed
camnuses, leading to annroximatelv 2,300 acreste And nronetty danae g
into the mislions of doilers. Inwever, the most dramatic, oerhans
tie most vialent outburst as e result of the student mevemens was net
on i carrus but in the city of Chicaco durire the Demncratic Yaticnal
Convention.
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It is also useful to make a crmarative study ~f the student
movement on a contemmorarv cress—cultural basis. 4 look at student
activities in Canada, Germanvy, France, Great Pritain, Italv, Snain,
China, Jaman, the Soviet Tmion, Czechoslavakia, Poland, VFungarv,
the several Latin American states, and the list is bv nc means ex-
haustive, indicates that the U. S. has no mononly on student unrest.
Tt aiso indicates that the issues of concern to students are not

=

necessarily bound to those ecmanating from the American dilemma.

There has been some tendencv to view the student movement as
nart of an intermartional conspiracy. Some statements have been made
tvy public officials and cther reporters imnlving that the "New Left”
is funded by the Cuban or Chinese Communists or cther subversive
elerents. There seems to he no hard data to sunmport this kind of
accesation. A statement made bv Professor Marcuse seems a more realistie
appraisal of its internaticnal dimension. He observed that it is an

. 1
interraticnal movement that grew up and is develoning without form.

tudents supnorted by intellectuals initiated the nrocess that

brought about 2n cnen challenge to the ruling rowers in Wungarv, Poland

and Czachoslovakia, Mao Tse Tung's "Let a Wundred Flowers Grew'" exner-
ement endced vrematureiv with Chinese universities in a state of near chaos.
Students are also much involved in the current restiveness among in-

tellectuals in the Soviet Union.
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Student unrest in the Tnited States has had some successes. Campus
based enti-Vietnam activity has heen a facter in forcinz a reannraisal
of the U. S. nosition. Students have been credited with contributing
significantly t~ the withdrawal of ®resident Johnscn from the 10AR
camnaign and the projecticn of Senator Euzene McCarthv intr serious
contention. Students have also forced manv universities te reconsider
their role in relation to such quasi-nolitical uncdertakings as weapons ,-
technology research, intelligence analvses, and ROTC nrograms. As a
result of student pressure, some institutions have altered their pro-
cedure3 in relation tc the needs and asnirations of bla<k and other
ninority group students. Student activities have led some universities
to consider academic reforms and a review of the rrle of the student

in the university.

There is an amorphous and snentaneous character to the student
movement in the United States, amornhous because it is iIndeed a mave-
ment. This amorphousness and spontaneityv make delineatinn Aifficult.
Included within the movement are blaclk student grouns, the Students

for a Democratic Society, other activist student grounings, some of them

of a highly transitory nature, forming suddenlv and snontanenuslv around
an issue or the result of some action, subsequentlv breaking anart

rerhars its members to form again around s mme new nucleus.

The §.D.8. claims a dues paying stucent memhershin of 7,000 znad

2
25,000 supporters.” With a student nonulation of 7,000,000, the S.D.S.

ke
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represents annroximately a terth of a percent of the students in the

United Stateg. Accnzding to a Louis Harris noli, i60,000 students in
q

the U. S. can be counted as activists.” Thrig would he a little over

cne percent of the total studant nonulation.

Tf the amorphoas nature of the student movement makes it difficult
to define, its violeat dimension makes comnrehension difficult. Violence
causes one's persvective to be emotional. Thke violent hehavior of the
student militant and his supporters, and the sometimes violent reaction,

has radicalized ceamnuses and nolcrized nositions.

Understanding the willingness of students tn emnloy or he a nartv
to violence as a means to goal attainment is a nrerequisite for swmder-
standing the nature of the siudent movement. Max Frankel writing the
introduccion for the Walker Report cn vioience in Chicago during the 1748

Democratic Hational Convention, commented on the viclent nature of

4

American society.

And now we have come violently to disagree atout
the naturcof nur vinilenca in Vietnam or Nallas

or Watts or Wirnshima. We seek the »rimitive with-
in ourselves and bemcan the failure of affluence to
civilize. Our youny denlore the vieolence of the
0ld and are temnted to use violence against them,
The old deplere the ferocity of the young and are
tempted to use vidience tn-sunnress ther.
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Stdent militants are tempted to turn to violence for political
purposes if they believe that the system unjustly excludes them from
the decision making process, the normal political processas are not
functioning, or if the system itself is under attack. All of these
factors seem to be present in the current situatisn. The nublished
Cox Commission report contained this descrintion of the poiitical

values and attitudes of student activistst

"Many of these idealists have develovned with con-
siderable sonhistication the thesis that these
flaws are endemic in the workings of American de-
mocracy. They argue that their form of pressure -
direct action, confrontations, sit-ins, and, in
some cases, physical violence - applied at opoints
of institutional weakness, is 2 legitimate political
tool comvarable to other forms of pressure -

large political centributions, covert lobbying,
favoritism, and the like - effectively applied bv
those who would lead society astray.”

George Kennan, writing his rejoinder in Democracy and the Student

Left, analyzed the twr hundred odd letters he received from students
aaé faculty members as a rezult of an article of his published in the

6
New York Times Magazine, "Rebels Without a Cause." He concluded

that the prevailing political attitude was a rejection of the normal

electoral process. Positions, he felt, ranged from the traditional Marxist
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concert of the political »rocess as a facade, a vehiclz nf onpression

in the haads of a ruling class, to milder forms of disillusionment

with the deracratic proccss. Kennan concluded that students resent

their inability tn vote, are frustrated because the system does nnt

heed their demands, feel the democratic process is ten slow in terms

»f bhringing about urgently needed reforms, or that the system is not
truly representative. He also identifies a fear of the majority, a
belief that majorities orpress mincrity groumns, to certain sepménts

qf the student left. He points cut that this and the concoritant

fear of power is a traditional conservative view, not normally attributed

to an icanlnpgv of the left.

Research on the political attitudes and behavior eof students
demonstrates that students tend tc reflect the nelitical attitudes
and values of their pmarents. The ccllege may further liberalize
students. There have been several attemnts tc relate volitical
attitudes to such factors as child rearing nractices but the results
are not conclusive. Studies do support the thesis that a student's
pelitical attitudes tend to influence his academic and career interests.
The more conservative students tend zo enrcll in business schoeols, or
major in the hard sciences. The i’berals tend to be attracted to the
more incellectual professions, or carsers with a strrag social service
orientation. The liberal student is, therefore, more incline’ to he

najering in the hunanities, secicloRy sand other social sciences.

g




The political behawvior of stufznts who censider themselves to
be liberals has tended to be active as onmnsed ta the censervacive
student whose behavior has teen characterized by inactivitv. The
contention that students majoring in certain discinlines such as
sociology ave more ant to he activists because they have less work

to do is given a very different twist by such studies.

The political behavior of students is influenced bv nther factors.
A college czmpus is one of the few places where a large number of
students are in assemblage in one place. Alsce, student culture is
highly cormunicable. In accord with Max Weber's ohservation that
political activity is dependent unon the extent to which it conflicts
with job requirements, students are permitted a certain {rregnongitiiity

as regards their acadenrmic voie.

The vinlent behavior of student militants is sometimes justified
in terms of the moral value ascribed to the issues. PFerhert Marcuse
c2es campus unrest within the context of a nrotest against established

order, against the “immoral and 1llegal™ war in Vietnam, American

g - - L -5 IQ'.
society's ineqgualities, injustices, aroresivenegss an?! hynocrisy.”

Such temporary vielations of Law and Order must
be judged in the light of the crimes against
which tkey try to édraw attention - the contin-
ued slaughter in Vietnam an® the continued
opnression of racial and naticnal minorities.
Commared with this normal daily wiolence which
goes largely unpublished and unnoticed, the
student nrotest is nonvinlent.

)
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ir any rmovement, indeed in any human action, it 3is difficult te
nake clear distinctions arong issucs, causes znd motives. Tre nne
tends to slide inte the other or to become ancther thinz, identificatien
cften reflecting the disciniinarv nersnective or sim~le rrejudtices
of the observer. So it is with the student novement. Thore seens to

be general agreement as to primary issues but netives and causes are

mnore elusive.

George Kennan is of the oninion that the issues of themselves
are inadequate to exnlain the attitudes and hehavinr of the student
left in the United States. He susgnects the existsnce of an irmner
need, a deever motive, an inner discontent and distrecss. The Vietnarn
war and the draft he identifies as exacerbating factors. Fe suszests
that todayv’'s students are nroducts of <ffluent *ui “waecure “w—aa,

lacking religious or philosophic strength, estranged frem nature, suffer-‘i

ing from tension causes by a dishalance ¢f emctinnal and i1 tellectual growth,

Seymour Linset merceives student tensions as related to the erowth
of universities, a world-wide growth in enrollment, and an increase-
competifiveness withip universities. Fe sees the underlying cause of
the student movement in a contemmorarv crisis of authority and legiti-
macy. This crisis arises during a neriod of drastic social change when
the membzrs of the nolitical elite are in Aisnute as to the nroper course.
He points to Cardinal Cushing's lament that the vounger nriests just
won't lister. PFe sees the crisis as world-wide in scove with students in

opposition to All power arours, nnt necessarily leftists, *vt anti csvsten.
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Lewis Feuer attributes the student moverment, primarily, te
generational conflict, conflict from which the United States had
been relatively free. Fe develops the thesis that American socievy
has been characterized by “generational equilibrium', a condition
in which ne generation feels that its energies and intelligence are
being frustrated by the others. This circumstance, he suggests,
accounts for the lack of any significant student movement during past
periods of crisis in American history. That is, there was no student
rebel movement as part of the American Revolution, no student abelition-
ist movement, no student movement concerned with the plight of the
American negro prior to the very recent period, no student movement
concerned with the welfare cf the downtrodden during the Great De-
pression, and no student movement in response to discrimination
against Jews, the spread of Fascism or the cause of peace after the
sccona World War. During the 1930's a very few, most notabliy a small
minority of students attending a few eastern schoels identified

themselves with communist ideology and other leftist causes. Tt was

not, however, a movenent.

oy
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Fcuer attributes to student movements a certain duality of

notivation, motives ©f youthful love on tha one hand ancé the con~
flict of generaticrns on the other. He searches into the psycholegical
aspects of idealism. ile concludes that of 21l social movements,

those made up of students have been characterized by the highest
idezls of seiflessness, generosity, compassion and readiness for
self-sacrifice. At the same time, student movements are most 2pt

to arise in sccieties where the older generation possesses a dis-

proportionate amount of power and prestige.9

Several issues have been nominated bv the student movement. A
categorization of these issues is useful but potentially distortive.
They appear to fall intc three generazl categeries: (1) Issues directly
reiated to the educational function and parietal role of the university.
(2) Issues that are clezrly political in which the university is not
invelved or in which the university may serve as a stand-in for the

larger scciety. (3) Issues that fall between, duasi-political and

quasi-educationai, related to the perspective student activists may
have the university's invelvement - grasi-political activities or

their view of the university as a legitimate vehicle fcr social change.

The thesis of this paner is primarily zelated tc issues that fall

under the latter two categorizs. The Vietnam war and the draft, and the
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confiicts emanating from the poverty-minority group situation

2
are currently paramcunt. The more organized and extreme elemenis
of the student movement tend to identify issues with a dis-

enchantment with American scciety in general., A resointion adeptzd

by the national council of Students for z Demccratic Scciety Juring

2 December 1968 session is illustrative cf this mote extreme positiorn.
The particular resolution useé a quotation from Mao Tse Tunz as a

point of departere.

ceee.ec.. How shoulé we judge whether a youth

is a revclutionarv? .... If today he integrates
himself with the mass2s ... then he is a revo-
iutionary. 1If tomorrow he cezses tc do so Or
turns around to oppress the common people then
he becomes a nouvrevolutionavy or & counter-rev-
clutionary.

Several paragraphs and statements extracted from the resolution
are quoted below. These excerpts have been selected in order to pro-
ide examples of the more extreme attitudes within the student move-

ment rather than as typlcal examples.
At this voint in histcry, SDS is faced with
its most crucial ideological decision, that

of determining its direction with regavds to
the working class. At this time there must

* Lipset relates studeut inizrest in the Vietnam war and the gaperaticnal
issue. The young scez it as an copressive war, centrary te Y. S, values
and the principle of the self-determination. The older generation’s
expariences lead to a distrust and fear of the spreait of comuumism,
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ve a tealization on tha wzrt of many in our
movenent that studente silone cannot aznd will
not be atle to bring atrut the dewnfail of
cznitaliszm, the system which is at the root

of man's cppression.

«es... The noticn that we must rewain simply

an anvi-imperialist student organization is

no Icnger vizblie. The nzture of nur struggle

is such thzat it necessitates an organization
that is made up of yourh and not just students,
and tkat these yeuth tecome class ccascious.
This means that our struggles must be integrated
intc the struggles of working people.

seeses A youlh movement raises issues about &
society in which it will ke forced te live.
It takes 3issues to the werking class.

ceeses Ihe ruling vlass recagnizaes the critical
potential of young people. This is why they de-
veloz so many organizaticnal forms to ceontain
them. Many voung people have rejected the in-
tegration process that the sckpols are suppoesed
te serve and have byoker with oné begun to strug-
gle against the “establishment.”

eee-s» Ve must view the university as a racist
and imperialist institution which acts to oppress
the working class and is the train center of re-
nression agzainst the liberation struggles zt home
and around the world.

L L L

N

Because of the amorphous character of *he student wovement,

it is difficult te feel confident of seneral descriptive stataments. Yet,

gencerclization is necessary. Margaret lead views the studenu movarment

with sympathy, perhajs with considerable znnroval. She writes:
They feel, ¥ believe, that the adult wnrxld lacks

thelr experiznce of prowing up with the new and
extranrdinary zonditicns of the pos

o
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wdrld - with a nuclear capanity to cdestroy ail
life on this tlanet; a mopulation axplesinn that
threatens 211 oar gaine, 2 steadily deteriorating
relatfonshis hatwezn man and i:dis raturzl envizen-
ment, and 2 precarixs and worsening reistionshio
botwesn thc haves ond have-nnts, within countries
and tetveen covntricS.cceev..... this, I submit, is
new, far frez b2iny a traditieonzl tyre of student
fﬁbe;ékon, it is & new, stranre and challenging
situatien, sensitively responslve te the roew stace
of the werld.

. AW

The sgituation described by Profescor lMead may be 2 valid cescrintion
of some of the most serious matrers with which a thinking man should 1
bz coucerned. There is 1itrl: indication nhat these are the naxamdunt
concerns Of student activists. To some extent; ves. These issues may

. - el

source of considerable anxiety aud thisc anxiety has its effect

o

e

m

i the current student generaticn. Iax Frankel, to guete z second

12
rime from nis intwodustion to the Waiker report, made this observation:

ss1ees 5E 15 2 confliict batween the zffiuent and
educated uprsr clazses ¢f American society who,
together with the pocrest classes, are demanding
ever fastcyr change and even wholesale upheavel,
and the larzz b riddis~cisss Americzns, new-
1y prospevous or still siyiving, who fear the loss
of what they aneve zcgulred or intead to achieve if
he wgys znd prioritizs of 1ifz are to be seriously
altersa.
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susY suggests that the issues nominated by the student
novenent amanated from the motivational aspects of the movement. He
Jostpibes the pericd of 1960, when the movement was emerging or re-—

:)

emérgiong, as the issuve-searching stage. At that time, by his theory, the
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rmotivating force of generational conflict had not vet merged with the

civil rights mcovement or the anti-war movement. Its primary concerns

at that time were ''syndicalist' - that is, student concerns as to their
own weil-being the assembly line character of higher education and

the irrelevance of knowledge imparted by the universities.

At any early stage student activities sought identification with

Fidel Castro and the Cuban revolutionaries. The bearded revolutionary

leading a band of student rebels against an unjust grder represented
the prototype of the revolutionary ideal. The emotional appeal of

the Cubtan student mcovement is illustrated by the following:13

They had all volunteered to leave their homes

and promising careers for three years to go to the
mountains to teach children there the simple ele-
ments of basic education ...... Fidel Castro was
speaking. He warned them of the difficulties they
would face there, their isolation from all to which
they had become accustomed in their 1ives, and the
natural resistance they would find amcng the peasants
tc the new vernture. He urged patience upon them and
then thanked them for their secrifice.

This interest in Castro proved to be temporary and was not sufficient
to sustain the U. S. student movement. Contributing factors may have

been the Cuban missile crisis, Cuba's entanglements with the Soviet 'nion \&

and Communist China, or the inadequacy of a foreign identification as an

energizing force.

The Negro student movement care into existance spontaneously with

the "Greensboro-sit-in;" and action undertaken February 1, 1960, by four
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black students. This action inspired black students on Negro campuses

across the South. Within two months there had been similar actioms

SUAdE £ ok

undertzken by other student on fifty-three Fegro camouses for the

T.‘.‘A.

purpose of abrogating discriminatory iaws and restrictions.

R N T
ot I L

The impact cn the white student movement was ra2pid and the con-

oy uhKp T

sequences were significant. Civil rights became the cdominant issue
nf the student movement. Feuer suggests that its appeal was, at least
in part, the clear conflict between good and evil and because it was

the issue most embarrassing to the older generation.

By 1965, the student movement was shifting its emphasis from the
civii rights issue to the Vietnam war. Student concern over the Viet- :
nam issue includes an attempt to seek identity with the tackward pecples

and races in other nations and on other continents. Alienated from‘ﬂ 3

American life, the student left felt an affinity for cther "anti-Americans."le

Vietnam, of course, is the most organized and
ccherent of the self-determination movements,

but the seemingly structureless riots in Watts
heralded the beginnings of an organized builduo

of Negro militance and even violence in this
country...... The Chinese Communist party main-
tains that at this time the Negro struggle, like
the Vietnamese, is a naticnal struggle, anc¢ Mao

Tse Tung has said, "In the final analysis, a
national struggle is a question of class struggle.”

YW
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A few observers have compsred the current student movement in
the United States to the Russian student movement during the later
decades of the nineteenth and the first several years of the twentieth
centuries. In scme respects, the Russian student movement is considered

the prototype, the example par excellence, of all modern student move-

ments. It ie 5aid that the combination of tragedy, idealism, despair,
self-sacrifice, romanticism zand violence better lends itself to the

pen of a Dostoevski or a Chekc than the historian. Student, a poem

written in 1968, serves to :{llustrate:lJ

He was born to an unhappy lot

He studied in a miserable school

But enduréd his young- years' torment

For the living labor of science.

With year to year of life

His devotion to the people streugthened,

His thirst for the common liberation grew warmer
His thirst for a better common lot.

And persecuted by Czarist vengeance
And Boyars® fears,

He set out to wander,

For the peoples’ call,

To cry out the cry to all the :easants
From East to West

"Assemble in friendly column

Stand bravely, brother behind brother,
To conquer for all the peorle

Theixr land and freedom.™

He ended his life in this world

In the snowy Siberian camps.

Mo hypocrite, but all his life
Remained faithful to the struggle

Up to his last breath

He was telling in the midst of exile
Fight for all the people

For their own land and freedom.

o e A
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Russian students of the 1870's and 1880's followed the most
radical social and philosonhical thinking of their day and under-
took the task of reforming Russian society and, if necessary, over-
throwing the Russian state. The noted anarchist, Peter Kropotkin,

wrote of the students:16

In every town of Russia...... small groups were

formed for self-improvement and self-education.

.v....The aim of all that reading and discussion

was to solve the great question which rose before

them. In what way could they be useful to the

masses? Gradually they came to the idea that

the only way was to settle amongst the people,

and to live the people's life.

University students were urged to, "....Abandon as soon as

possible this doomed world, these universities and schools from which
they are expelling you now and in which they have always endeavored

to separate you from the people. To the people! There you will find

your field, your life, your knowledge."

Accurate figures are not available. Out of a total student popula-
tion of between seven thousand and eight thousand, between one and two
thousand students, fifteen to twenty-five percent of all the university
students in Russia, participated in a back-to-the-peonle movement. Young
men and women, the sons and daughters of the Russian aristocracy,
attempted to live and work among the lowest classes of society. They
imitated peasants and workers in manner and dress. Peter Sorokin, later

a professor of sociclegy at Harvard, wrote of this movement:17

PO
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¢ by the well-established spiritual
al powers. Continuousiy hunted

T, now znd then having ne sheiter
or niher necessitias, risking being fired upon
at meetings they addressed, they lived a life
as fell of danger, hardship and martyrdom as
that of the firs: apostles of Christianity.

A tragedy of this “back~to-the-people"” movement was its rejection
by the peasants and workers. Students were not infrequently turned over
to the police. Sometimes they were killed. TFor a brief neriod in 1905

the student activists made ¢ ‘mmon cause with the workers. 1In consort,

- X . . * -
tne twc groups brought about the first Soviet revolution. The revelt

was suortly and viclently suppressed by Czarist police and the army.

By 1917, the revolutionary movement in Russia had come under the
centrol of professionals. Student revolutionaries were regarded as un-—
reliable and the dynamic of a student movement was considered to be in-

compatible with the class striggle. Of necessity elitist, a revclution

of intellectuals could lead nowhere but to a dictatorshin of the intellect—

uals.

Successive generations of Russian students became part nf the move-

ment. Court records, private correspondence, speeches and other public

* Students had been demanding a voice in the affairs of the universities.
For a brief pericd a student Soviet controlled the university at St.
Petersburg. The student concept of academic freedom proved to be a
narrow one,
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records heln to analyze the character of the student movement. It

aprpears to have been charccterized by a fixatien on martyrdom, & pro-

pensity for self-destruction, an exaltation of violence. Student

extremists resorted to murder as the means to zn end and seemed constant-—
- - - * -

ly involved in plots to assassinate the Czar. The student movement is

said to have spawned all of the leading revolutionaries in Russia at

the time of the Bolshevik Revolution. ‘

If the Russian student movement is the prototype, the German
student movement that erupted earily in the nineteenth century was the
first. One identifies elements that are to reappear in Russia several

decades later. KXarl Follen, leader of the Burschenschaft founded at

Jena in 1815, gave this kind of leadership to his followers:18

It is cowardige to speak of legitimate means for
the obtaining of liberty. Nobody has a right to
keep liberty from us: and every means is justified
against those who presume to do this. Rebellion,
murder of tyrants, and all acts which in ordinary
life are designated as crime, are legitimate means
for the conquest of freedom.

A fellow student, Karl Sand, a memter of the Burschenschaft, murdered

———— —— e ——— -

* Betran Wolfe in, Three Who Made a Revolution, describes the shock that
reverberated through the university at St. Petersburg in 1887 as a re-
sult of the hanging by the state of a sciznce student, Alexander Uliannv,
and three others, for engaging in a bomb plot tu commemorate the sixth
anniversary cf the assassination o: Alezander II. According to Communist
history, young Vlacimir Ulianov received hic copy of Marx's Das Kepital
from thie hands of the twenty-one year martyred Alexander. We know
Vladirdr Ulianov as Lenin.
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a prominant public fignre, judging his victim te be representative of
the sins of the older generation. Sand was beheaded for his crime and
achieved martyrdom among German studentry. According to some historianms,
the extremism and violence of the German student movement, particularly
the reacticn to the murder committed by Sand, was largely responsible
for the defeat of the movement toward comstitutioralism in Germany at

that time.

Max Beer describes these students as the grancfathers cf the Nazis.
The German Studentenschaft that was formed in 1920 and developed in the
1930's was anti-Semitic, anti-liberal and anti-democrati.. They led a
purge against the "non-German spirit" in universities, burred books,
harrassed professors whosz views were unaccentable to them, assaulced

Jewish students and professors, and demanded the dismissal of Tigh school

teachers and professors who were out cof accord with the "German spirit.”

The French crisis during the late spring of 1968 shook the French
acadenic world and threatened to tear anmart th= whole fabric of French
social and political life. Like the Russian students of 1905, for a
very brief period, students joined forces with the workers.* They failed
to produce 2 vevolution but they hrought about the dissolution cof the
National Assembly, the dismissal of two ministers, and came close to

toppling the DefGaulle government.

* The alliance was very temporary. The goals of the two grouns were not
compztible and the workers scon rejected the student grour.

ek
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The "battle of the Sorkonnc" was the end result of 2 series cf
events 10w beccne a pattern of crnfrontaticon tetween studentz and
authority. The institute of Nanterp was involved in a conflict with
an extremist student group. The issues werz in larse part “syndical-
ist” with strong sociexal-nolitical overtenes. The leader of the
left wing group at Nantere was Daniel Cohn-Bendict. He, for example,
argued that the American industrial psychology and socioloqy tauzht
by p.rofessors at Nantere were tcols developed by the tourgeois for
the purpose of maintaining their privileged position. The students
were also demanding special financial allewances to he paid by the
state, a voice in conducting the affairs of the universities, and
other changes in the educational structure. A few of the demands seen
extreme. One such was that examinations be held at gunpeint in accord-

ance with the true nature of French society.

Officials at Nantere feared a clash tetween richt and left wing
student groups. To avoid a clash they clesed the university huildings.
Tue left wing group then marched to the Sorhonne. In an extraordinary
move, officials at the Sorbomne called in the nolice. The resulting
conflict was the catalvst that broueht inzo being a full-fledged move-

ment.
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In modemm tirss French szudents have ideatified Foth with the

extreme left apd the extremz right. Dorinc the nineteenth century
the student movement's offinity was to the left, its history was

vicient, and irs successes minimel. Durine the twenti ieth, to the

)

Second World Yar, the wmevement tended to alimn itseif with the ex—
treme right. Studernt pilitants were attractes to Fascism. They

employed techaiquez desigmed to noiarize student oninion, demon-

straticns czleulated to bring abour poiice sunpression, radicaiizing

¥

French students, eveking sympzthy, therchy attracting neu pesbers.

There was an awaxening of idealism 2mong studente in France after

<

World ¥War II. For s zime, the focus of rhis idealism ook the form

e

of opposition te the Algcrian war. With the terminaticn of the war,

yndicalist issues tended to become of paramcunt concern Sut sther
kinds of issues have nct been excluded.

Other student movements might e examissd. The behavior of student
groups in Hungary and Czechoslovakis would be narticulariv useful. Tn-

~

fortunately, a continuation of this historical and crsoss—cultural study

would requiire the dimensions nf 2 beok vather than 2 naper. Vhat has

been discussed thus far dees »rovide z useful perspective.

Feuer concludes that the duality of motivation he identified in
student movements, bears with it a duality of conseguence. He feels

that atudent movements during the pesi hundred and fifty years have
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becn chovocterized by “......2 hirher ethic for sccial recon-

s wid
struction, of 2itruisnm, and of generous enmotion.’

vasseesssa0n the other han, with all the uni-
fornity of a sociological law, they have io-
pused on the puviltical process a choice of
means destructive hoth of seif and of the
goals which presumably were sought. Suicidal-
ism and terrcrism have both been invarizbiy
present ir student movements.
Plzced in historical and cross-cultural perspective, the U. S.
student movement anpears less radical, less viclent, less extreme.
t has characteristics in common with other student movemasnts but
there 1s a difference of degree, at least in its present stage of
develicpment. Nonetheless, the common elements are impertant. They
iaciude &n impatience with the rate of change, altruism, idealism,
eiitisn - the clzim that the group possess a higher ethic, the
identification with the mest underprivileged group in society, a
sense of alienatlon, a justification of means in terms of ends~
Yax Weber®s Ethic of sbsoiute Fnds as oppos2d to an ethic of responsi-

pility, and & wiliingness te use vioience.

Earlier irn this paper =n attempt was made to identify the guarrel
that students have with the university. What followed was an effort

to demonstrate trat the greater part of that quarrxel cannct be under-

.1
‘5‘
\J-

stood ne context ¢f the traditional jurtancsition of students

and ymiversities. What must yet be undexrstocd is the peculiar and
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privileged positicon universities have usuclly held in society, a2ithough
their petentially “subversive" character has been recognized. Thoras
Hottes in the Behemcuth made reference to the "Wooden Herse" nature of
universities. At the time of the Meiji Restoration in Japan when the
educational system was organized as 2 propaganda mechanism for legiti-
mizing the emporer-system, the universities were permitted tr engage

in free inquirv. An effort sas made to isnlate the universities from
the mainstream of Japanese life tut their special position was main-

tained.

The Sovict Union resolved the same problem scmewhat differently.
Their universities are deveted solely to teaching - propaganda. University
professors do not engage in research. Pesearch, free inquiry, is
cenducted within special research institutes, unrelated to the

university structures.

There is a second apprecach to this matter. One concept of the
university, a kind cof idealization of the lzarming process, would view

the university in terms of a remoteness and withdrawal from the con-

u . . . 26
temporary scene. Woodrow Wilsom gave eloquent voice to this idesl.”™™

I have had sight of the —~erfect place of learning

in my thought; & free place, and a various, where

no man cotld be and rot know with how great a destiny
Imowledge had come into the world - itself a little
world: but not nerplexed, livinz with a2 singleness

of aim not known without; :he home of sagacious men,
harcdheaded and with a will to know, debatcrs of the

o wy
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world's questicns every day and used to the
rcugh ways of demccracy: and yet a nlzace re-
moved — c21lm Science seated there, recluse,
ascetic, like 2 nun: n~ot knowing the worid
passes, not caring, if the truth but come in
answer to her prayer. A place where ideals
are kept in heart in an air they can breathe;
but no foecl's paradise. A place where to
hear the truth abhout the past znd held dehate
absut the affairs of the present, with know-
ledge angd without passiont......coccecnecens

PRy
N

fmerican umiversities are not normally thought of as "..like a
nun, not knowing the world passes, not caring, if the truth but come
in answer tc her prayer.” Most universities are much invelved in the
contemporary scene and have adopted an extensive public service functicn.
Whether one perceives this as Cdesirable or undesirable, depends largely :
on the view held as tc the desirability of the service. A striking con-
trast to Woodrow Wilson®s statement, is a naragraph in James Ridgeway's

book, The Closed CorDoration:21

Tne idea that the university is a community of
scholars is a myth. The professors are less in-
terested in teaching students than in yanking
the levers of their new combines so that these
machines will grow bigger a~nd go faster. The
wmiversity has in large part been recduced to ]
serving as banker-brcker for tne professors' out-
side interests. The charming elitism of the pro—
fessors has long since ziven way to the greed of
the social and political scientists whose manipu-
lative thecries aim only at political nower. HMean-
while the undergraduate students liz in campus
holding peas, while graduate aprrentices read them
stories. The stories are btoring, and students

turn to making their cwn "free univervsities" or
spend their tiem hatching political revoluticns

on the outside.

rFry-
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suggects that the weaknesses of the university, those under current
attack, are not new but that until recently, alimost nobody cared.

After the Second World VWar universities moved from the perivhery of
society to the center of the staga. From a hothed of radicalism to,
....the central factory of the knowledge industry, whick was to be

the foundation of our future."

The second chapter of the Cox Commission report considered the
prcblem of the university in relation to society. The renort point-

ed out that one source of student unrest was the faci that universities

have been and are in a2 transitional stage themselves.22

The increasing comnlexity and sophistication of

all aspects of the industrial and social order
have enormously increased the demands upen uni-
versities to join in applying to practical uses

the kaowledge, skills and equipment they assemble.
««,-..Universities as others have said, have
become knowledge factories with much wider and
possibly more powerful constituencies than the
students whom they educate. At least some branches
of the university, moreover, are attracting to
their faculties a new type of academician -~ the
man of action as well as intellect whose interest
is not the pursuit of truth for its own sake but to
shape society from a vantage point combining academ-
ic security, intellectual weapons, and political
action.,...

.. ...%hen students sez work being done at a
university on the appiication of science to spread-
ing death and destructicn in Vietnam, but little
evidence of similar work cn eliminating poverty

ard racial injustice, they are netyrally concerned
about the decisica-making process.

- - . M o - e e -

* The decisions as to when, how, where, and to what uses knowledae
shall be applied.

w0
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Sclutions to the problems that emanate from the uncertainties
and ambiguities surrounding the role of the university is not within

the scope of this paper. What is relevant

fole

s the zttack mnunted by

extremist students against vniversitics in terms of the relationships
that exist or ocught o exist between educaticmal institutions and the
scciety of which they arz a part. Universities are attacked both for
undertaking certzin “ourside" activities and for not undertaking otner

actions for the purpose of bringing abouvt social change.

Univercities are extremely vulnerable to the tactics employed by
militant students. It is difficuit to identify a better illustration
of thenihilistic impulse in the student movement. It may not be
possible for the vniversity to protect itself against such attacks
without deing damage, perhaps irreparable damage, to those things

which are being defended.

Returning to the three major categories of conflict between the
universities and the students, the university must undertake the reso-
lution of those problems directly related to its educational and parietal
role. There must be a major effort to improve the quality of education
anc re-define the parietal responzibilities of the university. It would
be arrcgant to attewpt a detailed starement here. One point, however,
is ir order. Attempts to include students in the formal decision making
epparatus may not effectively open channels of communication or remove

causes of conflict. Latin American students have had a major share of

ey
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such power for vears and their universities have been in a constant
state of unrest. The price that has beer exacted on account of this
turmoil is incalculable. The Free University of Berlin involved
students in its power structure to a cegrze almost unheard of in

Europe but did not thereby avoid conflsct with student militants.

Universities must minimize sources of confiict that are social
and political in nature. Chancellor levy of the University o€ Chi-
cago anticipates the development nf independent research institutes.
Such a proposal deserves careful consideration. It might also be
desirable to consider establishing irstitutes cutside the university
where the university's inteliactual talents could be applied to the

resolution of social problems.

The university must be engaged in controversey but it must be
intellectual controversey. As an institution, the university is one
of the oldest, most successful, and highest of man's creations. It
is being tested in this second half of the twentieth century as it
has never been tested. It is a simnle obversation but all our futures

depend upon the way in which these challenges are met.
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Their life was similar to that of the first
missionaries of 2 neyw unorg nized religicus

denouipation regarded as "subversive® and

parsecuicd by the well-established spiritual

and politic l powers. Continuously hunted

by the police, now end then having ne sheiter

or -gngr necegsities, risking being fired upon

at meetings they addressed, they lived a life

as full of danger, hardship and martyrdom as

that of the fivs: apostles of Christianity.

A tragedy of this "back-to-the-people” movement was its rejection
by the peasants and workers. Students were not infrequently turned over
to the police. Sometimes they were killed. For a brief meriod in 1905
the student activists made c mmon cause with the workers. In consort.

- - g * -
tae twc groups brought about the first Soviet revolution. The reveit

was shortly and violently suppressed by Czarist police and the army.

By 1917, the revolutionary movement in Russia had coma under the
control of professionals. Student revolutionaries were regarded as un-
reliable ard the dynamic of a student movement was considered to be in-
compatible with the class striggle. Of necessity elitist, a revolution
of intellectuals could lead nowhere but to a dictatorshin of the intellect-

uals.

Successive generations of Russian students became part nf the move-

ment. Court records, private correspondence, speeches and other public

* Students had been demanding a voice in the affairs of the universities.
For a brief pericd a student Soviet controlled the university at St.
Petersburg. The student concept of academic freedom proved to be a
narrow one,
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