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A 3-year curriculum to be offered by a comprehensi've high school to prepare'

graduates for a wide range of occupations growing out of the knowledge and skills
of home economics was designed and implemented. The following curriculum was
developed: (1) sophomore’ year--English, American history, biclogy. mathematics.
orientation to the working world and introduction to clothing construction, typing..and
physical education, (2) junior year--English, problems of democracy. recordkeeping
and institutional housekeeping, food preparation and quantity foods. clothing
workshops. and physical education, and (3) senior year--English, world cultures, health
(elective). work experience in two areas, and physical education. Thirty-seven students
participated in the program the first year, 8f the second year, and &1 the third year,
and changes resulting from evaluation were incérporated each year. It was concluded

that boys and girls with varying levels of ability can be trained in occupations growing.

out of home economics knowledges and skills and that a 2- or 3-year curriculum can
be implemented in the comprehensive high school. (JK) - . |
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ABSTRACT

This was a three-yéar pilot program in Supervised Food Service, Clothing and
Home Decorsting Services, and Housekeeping Aldes for boys and girlis with varying
levels of ability who had an interest in these areas of service.

A three-year curriculum for wage earning was developed as part of an expanded
vocational home economics program, The program was designed to determine if a
curriculum could be planned for the comprehensive high school which would offer a
wide range of opportunities in job placement growing out of the knowledge and
skills of home economics,

After a study had been made of the needs of the community, it became apparent
that in the Greater Altoona Area there were a number of institutions, hospitals,
school cafeterias, and commercial establishments who needed qualified, trained
food service workers or institutional housekeeping aides., There were also oppor-
tunities for students trained in the knowledge and skills of clothing construction
techniques in department and clothing specialty stores. Likewise, a need was
shown for persons trained in the textile field as it is related to the techniques
needed for howte decoration.

An advisory committee was formed and the following objectives evolved:

1. To expand the vocational home economics program to meet the needs

of a larger group of students

2, To develop a three-year curriculum which will train both boys and
girls, for wage earning occupations growing out of the knowledge
and skills of home economics

3, To determine the length of time needed for an adequate training
program in wage earning occupations related to home economics

4, To test the value of providing training in more than one occupational

skill
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Taking into consideration the requirements for graduation from high schools
in Pennsylvenia the following curriculum for wage earning occupations was developed:
Sophomore Year:

English {I

American History

Biology

Mathematics

—

Wage Earning I - Orientation to the Working World - Clothing I

3

Typing I
Physical Education

‘“‘4 - o

Junior Year

English III

——

Problems of Democracy

| i Recordkeeping - Institutional Housekeeping

P—
=

Food Preparation - Quantity Foods

) Clothing II - Clothing Workshop
{r Physical Education

Senlor Year

FI English IV

World Cultures

i‘ Health - Elective

Work Experience in two of the three areas

Physicel Education

rﬁ The program was under the direction of the home economics department. Sub~

ject areas were included to provide a broad background of general knowledge and

i skills for the various services, A special course was developed and taught by

" the mathematics depertment to meet the needs of the group. Typing was required
|

- of all students entering the program in the sophomore year and was taught by the

Business Education Department.,

=




Various devices were used in teaching the wage earning progrum, including

text and reference books, student-~teacher conferences, visual aids, lectures,
discussions, demcnstrations, laboratory practice, resource personnel, field trips,
and supervised "on the job training" during the senior year.

The program began in the 1966-67 school term, The tenth grade students
electing this progrem were first interviewed by their home economics teachers and

were recommended to the guidance staff for further counseling, Sixteen students

were accepted for the program., Twenty-one eleventh grade students were inter-

school term. Having a tenth and eleventh grade group helped to determine the
length of time mecessary for adequate training in a cluster of wage earning
occupations,

At the close of the first year the following curriculum changes were made:

1. The content of the sophomore course Orientation to the Working World

and Introduction to Clothing Construction was divided. The sopho-
more course serves as en introduction to the three areas of the

wage carning program, Orientation to the Working World became part

l viewed and selected by the guidance staff to begin the program for the 1966-6T

of the senior curriculum.

2. A change was made in the schedule of the junior year to provide a

T better learning situetion, One gsemester was devoted to training in

I recordkeeping and food services, The other semester was in clothing

I and home decorating services and institutional housekeeping aldes,
3, The lunch room tested the first year was adopted for the food

I service progrem,

t 4, As mentioned previously the Orientation to the Workiquorlg becane

part of the senior curriculum, It was obvious that an understanding
of the laws and regulations pertinent to the employees in the

various services of the wage earning progrem would be of greater value




and more meaningful to the students if studied prior to the
supervised work experience of the senior year.
Eighty-one students enrolled the second year of the program, There were
twenty-six sophomores, thirty-two Juniors, and eighteen seniors, Students had
the opportunity to enroll the beginning of either the sophomore or jJunior year.
After conferences with the "on the job training" employers, it was recommended
that better training could be given if the students would specialize in the area
of their interest. The employers stated that they just had the employee trained,
when the employment was terminated and a new student was assigned for training.
The paper work involved in providing the students with two training experiences

in one year became a problenm,

At the close of the second year the following curriculum changes were made:

1. The students selected one of the three training areas, Either

— —~ - = N R @8 B =

food services or clothing and home decorating services were

selected, They studied in that area for the year. This afforded

o~
- a better opportunity to train and develop their skills and speed.
}7 Institutional Housekeeping was not selected because it provided no
e

challenge for the average student., Apparently a program should be

P S
T

developed in this area for the slow learner,

Eighty-eight students were enrolled in the third year of the program, There

vy |
® 8

vere twenty-six seniors, forty-two juniors, and twenty sophomores, The juniors
trained in their chosen area, We will not be able to determine the effectiveness
of additional training until these students complete their "on the job training"
next year. In the school term 1968-69 the seniors were trained by one employer

for seventeen weeks, The employers approved the revised training program,

In the three years the findings were as follows:
1. The cluster program as first conceived did not provide adequate

training for o salable skill, Students are not necessarily talented
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2.

3.

or interested in all three areas, In a cluster program only the

very basic skills can be covered and the students learn a little

about many areas but not much about any one area, ‘
Boys and girls with verying levels of ability cen be trained in wage
earning occupations growing out of the knowledge and skills of Home
Economics,

A two or three year curriculum can be successfully developed and

impiemented in a comprehensive high school to train for wage earning

occupations related to home economics.
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Problem

METHODS AND PROCEDURES

A school distriet study of the Greater Altoona Area revealed that there were

e number of institutions, hospitals, school cafeterias, and commercial establish-

ments who needed qualified, trained food service workers or institutional house-

Wi g

keeping aides, The study also indicated there were opportunities for students

trained in the knowledge and skills of clothing construction techniques in depart-

ment and clothing specialty stores. Likewise, a need was shown for persons

=

trained in the textile ficld as it is related to the techniques needed for home

decoration.

;‘?
The problem was to design a curriculum for a comprehensive high school that

o would prepare graudates for a wide range of occupations growing out of the know-
== ledge and skills of home economics.
?E Objectives
W »
' 1. To expand the vocational home economics program to meet the needs of a
I
iy larger group of students
?? 2. To develop a three-year curriculum which will train both boys and girls
| |
. for wage earning occupations growing out of the knowledge and skills
”E of home economics
L

3.

To determine the length of time needed for an adequate training program

in wage earning occupations related to home economics

q% 4, To test the value of providing training in more than one occupationsl
P .
- skill

Procedures

Conferences were held with Dr, Thomas Heslep, Superintendent of the Altoona

School District during the school year 1964-65 to discuss the possibility of a

wage earning program growing out of the knowledge and skills of home economics,
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In the early summer of 1965 Miss Mary E, Lowther, Supervisor of Home Economics

for the Altoona School District and Dr, Thomas Heslep, met with Mrs, Clio Reinwald,
Supervisor of Home Economics Education and School Food Services and Miss Anne E.
Eifler, her assistant to discuss the possibility of such a program.

In August of 1965 a qualified teacher interested in developing such a program
was secured. Plans for the program were completed, personnel selected, a course
of study de;éloped, and conferences continued until the spri:g of 1966 when the
plans were approved., The advisory committee for the project was called together
to review the plans and make suggestions.

The program was initiated in September 1966 with a sophomore and Junior class.
In the spring of 1966 the ninth grade students electing this program were inter-

viewed by their home economics teachers and were recommended to the Junior High

School guidance staff for further counseling. Sixteen students were accepted for

the program, Twenty-one tenth grade students were interviewed and selected by the =~

High School guidance staff to begin the program during the 1966-67 school term.
The first year the sophomore class continued with the required subjects and in

addition were taught a course in Orientation to the Working World and Introduction

to Clothing Construction. The Business and Mathematics departments developed and

taught special courses in typing and mathematics for the wage earning students.
The juniors had one semester of recordkeeping, one semester of institutional house-
keeping, a year course in clothing construction and tailoring, and a double period
a day for a year in food preparation as well as the required subJecﬁs. In conjunc.
tion with the normsl classroom instruction for the juniors, the following field
trips were taken.

Altoona Hospital: Food Service, Housekeeping, and Laundry

The A & P Warehouse: Meat, Produce, Groceries and Bakery

Strohmann's: Bakery




Also representatives from alteration and interior decorating departments of
local stores gave demonstrations.

In the Orientation to the Working World, people from the following offices

gave informative talks, showed films, and answered questions pertaining to their
particular field: The personnel director from the Veterans Administration
Hospital, representatives from the Bureau of Employment Security, Social Security,

Department of Labor Bureau of Women and Children, and from Altoona Department of

Sanitation,
At the close of the first year the following curriculum changes were made:

1. The content of the sophomore course Orientation to the Working

World and Introduction to Clothing Construction was divided. The

sophomore course serves ss an introduction to the three areas of

the wage earning program. Orientation to the Working World became

-

'; part of the senior curriculum.

;7 2. A change was made in the schedule of the junior year to provide a

- better learning situation. One semester was devoted to training

-

LJ in recordkeeping and food services, The other semester was in
clothing and home decorating services and institutional housekeeping

st |

aides,
3. The lunchroom tested the first year was adopted for the food service
program,

4., As mentioned previously the Orientation to the Working World became

a part of the senior curriculum. It was obvious that an understand-
ing of the laws an& regulations pertinent to the employees in the

various services of the wage earning program would be of greater

value and more meaningful to the students if studied prior to the

gupervised work experience of the senior year.
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Eighty-one students enrolled the second Year of the program, There were
26 sophomores, 32 juniors, end 18 seniors. Students had the opportunity to enroll
the beginning of either the sophomore or Junior year. The newly developed sopho~-

more course Orientation intc the Aress of Wage Earning was better received by the

students. Sophomore students are not interested enough in the working world to

have continued the course Orientation to the Working World.

In the junior year one semester of four periods a day was devoted to training
and recordkeeping in food services. The other semester included: clothing, home
decorating services, and institutional housekeeping aides. This schedule allowed
for a better learning situation.

The seniors were placed on two different jobs for 12 weeks each., The coop~-
erating employers are listed in appendix A.

After conferences with the "on the job training" employers, it was recommended
that better training could be given if the students would speciaglize in areas of
their interest. The employers stated that they just had the employees trained,
when the employment was terminated and a new student was assigned for training.,
The paper work involved for the students on two training experiences in one year
became a problem, For each training experience it is necessary to have a worker's
permit or proof of age certificate: a written agreement between employer, parent,
student, and school according to the Child Labor Lsw in order that the students
may operate all types of equipment; alsc to have the students employed at a
student learner wage, it is necessary in many cases to fill out an application
for student learner wage certificates from the United States Department of Labor,
Therefore, the close of the second year the following curriculum change was made:

1. The 1llth grade students selected one of the three training areas,

Either food or clothing and home decorating services were selected.
They trained in that ares for the year, This afforded a better oppor-

tunity to train and develop their skills and speed. Institutional
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Housekeeping was not selected because it provided no challenge to the
average student. Apparently a program should be developed in this
area for the slow learner, *

2, The seniors were placed on only one Job experience for 18 weeks.

Eighty~-one students were enrolled in the third year of the program., There
were twenty-six seniors, forty-two juniors, and twenty sophomores., The juniors
trained in their chosen area, We will not be able to determine the effectiveness
of additional training until these students complete their "on the job training"
next year. In the school term 1968-69 the seniors were trained by one employer
for seventeen weeks, The employers approved the revised training program,

With the change in the scheduling of the Junior Wage Earning class, the food

service curriculum was enlarged to meet the needs of a larger variety of food

service occupations. The lunchroom was continued the first semester with three

different menus offered each day. The second semester the class had a "teke out"
service for four weeks, preparing foods to be taken home, Foods were "ready to

eat" or of the "heat and serve" variety. The lunchroom was reopened for the last

12 weeks with two menus and a short order or ala carte menu. (a change even after
the curriculum was written the last time, Januvary 1969) The year opened with the
class serving three lunch periods of 19 people each plus the class of 24, The
second semester another lunch period was added.

With the revised curriculum in clothing and decorative services, the students
were gble to develop their skills and techniques preparing them for the service
occupetion field. They were taught to construet, alter and meintain custom and
ready-to-wear clothing and furnishings for consumers, Emphasis was on construction
and alterations techniques involving stitching, basting, and related work required
to join, shape, decorate, and finish garments and home furnishing items, and to

adapt it to the individual and repair.




Representatives from local stores gave demonstrations in altering and slip

cover procedures, In conjunction with classroom instruction, field trips were

taken to Butterick Pattern Company plant, Roaring River Mills fabric outlet

store, and the Wolf Furniture Store.

11
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EVALUATION

Evaluastion sheets were developed with the help of Dr, Thomas Long, Director
of Guidance and Research of the Altoona Area School District. These sheets were
completed by the employer, perent, and student. Since only 15 student, 10 parent,
and 5 employer evaluations were returned in May 1968, the number was not signifi-
cant. The sheets were tabulated and filed to be included with the sheets returned
in May of 1969. At that time there was a total of 36 student, 28 parent, and
18 employer sheets completed,

During Februasry 1969 the teachers developed a sheet to evaluate the "on the
job training” program from the students' point of view., There were 21 of these
sheets completed,

The results of the wage earning study evaluation sheets showed an overwhelming

number of students, parents, and employers satisfied with the program. (The per-

centages are given in the appendix.)
They stated that the teachers were competent, interested in the students,

and taught in light of the pupils' backgrounds. A decided majority indicated that

the students' interest in the program had grown, that the expenses were fair, and

} that the students understood more what was expected of a young adult in the labor
market,

ij The parents and employers specified school had become more meaningful since
the students enrolled in the program, even though only fifty percent of the students
indicated they agreed.

f‘ Fifty percent or slightly over of the students and employers expressed that

the program had made the students more sincere and conscientious in their school

& Sasi

work or influenced their decision to remain in school. However, better than
thirty percent of the employers left these questions unanswered, A greater number

of the parents indicated that they agreed with these statements.

12




Better than half of the people agreed that the students would have appreciated
the opportunity to have chosen one of the areas instead of taking courses in all
three areas. (They now have this opportunity.)

An overwhelming majority of all participating agreed that the students had
become more aware of the differences in individuals and the need to get along and
work together. They also stated that the students had a greater chance for employ-
ment and that the parents were in agreement with the potential fields of employment.

All agreed that the program would contribute to the students' homemeking skills
as well as qualifying them as wage earners.

The majority indicated that the field trips teken, the equipment and facilities
used were satisfactory. However, it was also expressed that more field trips could
be taken and resource persons invited to give demonstrations.

Greater number marked that the wage earning students were regarded as equals
and that the employers were satisfied with the skills learned.

The students completing the "on the job" training evaluation sheets indicated
that for the most part they were satisfied with their training. They did declare
that they would have liked to have worked more hours and made more money.

Following graduation in June 1968 nine of the fifteen seniors were employed in
occupations for which they were trained. Three left our community, one attended
beauty school, and two sought employment,

Of the twenty-one seniors graduating in June of 1969, thirtecn were employed at
their plsces of training. Three were going to remain at home or travel for the
summer and five were not able to decide what they wanted to do. Six of the last
eight could have stayed at their place of training if they had so desired.

Tt is planned to keep in touch with the greudates for five years following grad-
uation. In January 1969, a survey was taken of the 1968 graduates, Fourteen of the
fifteen questionnaires were returned. Five were still employed in wage earning occu-
pations end one in & related occupation, Three were unemployed because of marriage or

illness, two were receiving training in other areas, and one was looking for employment

13
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CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The cluster program did not provide adequate training for a salable skill.
Students are not necessarily talented nor interested in all three areas. In a
cluster program only the very basic skills can be taught and the students learn
a little in many areas but not much in any one area.

The needs of boys and girls with varying levels of ability can be met in
wage earning occupations growing out of the knowledge and skills of home
economics, This training can be offered in a two or three year curriculum in a
comprehensive high school.

The following recommendstions are submitted:

1. The wage earning program should be a two year curriculum,

2., The students for this type program should be selected with much
consideration of attendance, congeniality, perseverance, and
tenacity.

3. The students should be afforded the opportunity to select the
area of their choice,

4. Each senior student should be placed in only one "on the job"

training center,

1h
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Introduction
Purpose
The Wage Earning Program of the Altoona Area High School

is planned to provide training for wage earning occupations
growing out of the knowledge and skills of home economics.

Curriculum
Sophomore Year Junior Year
English II English III
American History Problems of Democracy
Mathematics Wage Earning 11
Biology Food Services
Wage Barning I Seleot one Clothing & Home
Typing Decorating Services
Physical Education Physi®al Education
Senior Year
English IV

World Cultures & Modern World Affairs
Health -~ Elective
Wage Earning III
"On-The=Job" training
Physical Education
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WAGE EARNING STUDY

Employer Form

Please read and resvond to all items. Make all responses on the left,

Do not sign your name to these sheets, We are only interested in what you feel

sbout the wage earning program, not who mekes the response. We will appreciate
your honest opinions, Circle the "A" if you agree with the statement and the

"p" if you disagree with the statement.

A = D 1., I feel that my employee is satisfied with the teaching competence

that he or she is exposed %o in the Wage Earning Program.,

A - D 2. I think that my emplcyee feels that the teachers are really

interested in him as a person.

A - D 3. I think that the students in the Wage Earning Program feel that

E == |
| S

the Wage Earning teachers really try to teach each person in

light of his experiences and background,

8
>

- D 4. I think that my employee's interest in the Wage Earning Program

ﬁ; has grown since he or she vas enrolled in the program.

| A - D 5, To the best of my knowledge I thipk the students feel that their
ﬂ& project expenses in Wage Earning Progrem are fair,

T A - D 6. I think that the Wage Earning Program students now know more of
- what is expected of a young adult in the labor market than they
ﬁf did before they entered this program,
we

A - D 7. It seems that these young adults heve learned to cooperate more {
with parents, teachers, and employers since enrolling in the

Wage Earning Progranm.

A - D 8., I think the Wege Earning Program students now see the need for

el
][ personsl dependsbility in future employment as & result of the
Wage Earning experience, )




I

ﬁ

— - = S NS =N e

9.

10.

11,

12,

13,

ik,

15,

16,

17,

18.

19.

20,

Since enrolling in the Wage Earning Program, school has seemed
to become more meaningful for these students.

Participation in the Wage Earning Program has made these students
more sincere and conscientious in their school work,

I feel that participation in the Wage Earning Program has influenced
some of the student's decisions to remain in schoo:.

The Wage Earning experience seems to have made these students
more aware of the differences in individuals and the need to get
along and work together.

T think the students would have appreciated the opportunity to
have chosen either Wage Earning foods, clothing services, or
jnstitutional housekeeping rather than having to take course work
in all three areas,

I feel that the Wage Earring experience will contribute to the
student's own homemaking skills as well as qualifying him as a
potential wage earner.

I feel that the Wage Earning experience gives these students a
better chance for employment than they might have had if they
had not been in the progranm.

I approve of stﬁdent participation in the Wage Earning Progranm,

I feel that poteﬁtial employment in the sgkill areas offered in
the Wage Earning;?rogram.is availeble locally.

Tt seems tiict the facilities used in the Wage Earning Program
are satisfactory. 1

It seems that the éguipment used in the Wage Earning Progranm is
satisfactory. 2

Tt geems thet the field trips were valuable experiences for the

students in the Wage Earning Progranm,




A - D 21. More field trips to job related enterprises should be planned for
the wage earning students.

A - D 22. Wege Earning personnel should locate and invite more community
resource persons, who are trained in skills appropriate to the
Wege Barning Program, to meke presentations to the students.
For example -~ tailors, seamstresses, reweavers, chefs, cake
decorators, etc.

A - D 23. It seems that the Wage Earning students are regarded as equals
by other students in the high school.

A - D 24, I sm satisfied with the skills the students are learning in the

Wage Earning Program.

Comments :
Please make any comments or critlcisms that you might have of the Wage

Earning Program.

Thank you for your time and cooperation.

ol
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WAGE EARNING STUDY

Parent Form

Please read and respond to all items, Make all responses on the left.

Do not sign your name to these sheets, We are only interested in what you feel

sbout the Wage Earning Program, not who mekes the response. We will appreciate
your honest opinions. Circle the "A" if you agree with the statement and the

"D" if you disagree with the statement.

A - D 1, I feel that my son or daughter is satisfied with the teaching
competence that he or she is exposed to in the Wage Earning
Progran,

A - D 2, I think that my son or daughter feels that the teachers in the
Wage Earning Program are really interested in him or her as a
person.

A = D 3., I think that the students in the Wage Earning Program feel that the
teachers really try to reach each person in light of his experience
and background.

A = D U4, I think that my son's or daughter's interest in the Wege Earning

Program has grown since he or she has enrolled in the program.

To the best of my knowledge I think that the students feel that

=
>
t
o
7

their project expenses in the Wage Earning Program are fair,
M§ A =~ D 6, I think that the Wage Eerning Program students now know more of

vhat is expected of a young adult in the labor market than they

did before they entered in the program.,

A - D 7. It seems that these young adults have learned to cooperate more
with parents, teachers, and employers since enrolling in the
prograum,

A - D 8. I think the Wage Earning Program students now see the need for
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9.

10,

11,

12,

13,

lh’

15.

16.

1T.

18,

19.

personal dependability in future employment as a result of the

Wege Earning experience.

Since enrolling in the Wage Eerning Program, school has seemed to
become more meaningful for these students,

Participation in the Wage Earning Progrem has made these students
more sincere and conscientious in their school work.

I feel that participation in the Wage Earning Progrem has influenced
some of the student's decisions whether or not to remain in school.
The Wage Earning experience seems to have made these students more
aware of the differences in individuals and the need to et along
and work together.

T think the students would have appreciated having the opportunity
to have chosen either wage earning food service, clothing service,
or institutional housekeeping rather than having tc take course 1
work in all three areas.

T feel that the Wage Earning experience will contribute to the

atudent's own homemaking skills as well as qualifying them as a r

potential wage earner.

T feel that the Wage Earning expecience gives these gtudents better
chances for employment than they might have had if they had not

been in the program.

I approve of my son's or daughter's participation in the Wege Ezxrning
Program,

I approve of my son's or daughter's potential employment in the

gkill aveas offered in the Wage Earning Program,

Tt seems thet the facilities used in the Wage Earning Program are

gatisfectory,

Tt seems that the equipment used in ‘the Wage Earning Program is

setisfactory,
53




TS TEEETE

A - D 20, Field trips seem to have been valuable experiences for those
students enrolled in the Wage Earning Program.

A - D 21, More field trips to job related enterprises should be planned for
the Wage Earning students,

A - D 22, Wage Earning Personnel should locate and invite more comrinity
resource persons,.who are trained in skills appropriate vty Wage
Earning Program concerns, to present demonstrations for the studentsmf
For example - teilors, seamstresses, reweavers, cake decorators,
chefs, ete,

A - D 23, It seems that wage earning students are regarded as equals by other
students in the high school.

A - D 24, I feel that employers are satisfied with the skills the students

are learning in the Wage Earning Program,

Comnents:
Please make any comrents or criticisms that you might have of the Wage

Eerning Program.

Thank you for your time and cooperation.




WAGE EARNING STUDY

Student Form

Please read and respond to all items, Make all responseés on the left.

Do not sign your name to these sheets, We are only interested in what you feel

sbout the Wage Earning Program, not who makes the response. We will appreciate

your honest opinions., Circle the "A" if you agree with the statement and the

"p" if you disagree with the statement.

A - D
A 