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Identifiers- Indiana University ;
A brief description of the purposes of the University's hcnors program of
intensive language study abroad.for high school students is given here. Capsule
descriptions of the participating student, cooperating high schools, 8-week study 3
sessions, and types of financial assistance are also included. (AR) :
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The Honors Pmyyram and its Purpose

The Honors Program in Foreign Languages for High School
Students conducts intensive language.learning sessions.abroad in.
French, German, and Spanish for selected advanced students from
cooperating Indiana high schools. In each foreign country daily .
concentrated instruction and drill.in the foreign language is in-
tegrated into a carefully arranged personal experience within the
culture. Those. students selected must be of junior class standing
and at least in their third year of study of their.foreign language
at the time -of applying, or, in the case of unusually mature.students,
of sophomore.class standing and in.at least their third year of study,
having completed "first year" high school work, (one full level) by
the end of the eighth grade. - '

; Practical. fluency of the foreign language by each student
is the primary working.goal.. All.other purposes often associated
with programs'abroad are. secondary. Most students who have parti-
cipated have greatly. increased their zbility to speak the.foreign
.language with.good pronunciation and intonation without making glaring
mistakes, and with a command of vocabulary and syntax sufficient, to
‘express their thoughts. A few acquired near-native skills.

In ‘achieving these :esuits'in sixty days abroad, the Program
. -and its students. are only.capitalizing on tke more fundamental in- E
vestment of funds, time, and .effort which these students and their. oA
“8chools have previously made. at home. Three years of effective foreign . 'f
language teaching and learning in Indiana. have been.bringing all
students cloger to personal command of the spoken language than they
or their schools may have realized. One of the Program's. purposes
is to demonstrate this fact to high schoal faculty and students so
that they will make the extra. effort necessary to reach comparable
goals at -home, Indeed, experience to dateé is showing that these goals
are beginning to. be reached.’ Where.teachers have carefully organized
.. Honors Student alumni participation in the classroom, deliberately.
: using them for teaching purposes, fourth-year students who did not go.
" abroad often become very nearly as fluent before they graduate as the
- Honors Student alumni. Other ‘aspects of this effort, such as longer
teaching sequences, extra hours in the language laboratory, and em~-
phasis upon.the spoken language as a teaching and learning goal, are
now being worked out .by.participating schools.
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ThewCooperating.School.and'its Purpose

: We work with secondary schools in Indiana that are already :
making these extra efforts and intend to make useé of the Honors Program ‘ 3
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] ' to help them.succeed..:Such a: school must:be. offering.at least -three -
" years ‘of continuous .,ir_xstruc;:i:eh;.in:Freuch,~-aGex‘man, .or-Spanish, with; ;-
S ‘at least the fourth yea¥.of instruction to:be offered. independently. i~
‘3 . of third-year work in the school.year following participationin.the..
Program. - ey ' :

/
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e Tt is -a of.\mPontantcthht\ participating.schools: provide . -
returning ‘Honors. Students with.special. teachingand. learning: opportur,
nities designed to sustain-and. advarice: the speaking! and: listeningl: -
skills they will have -acquired,during the summer abroad.: - - L
B R R T L N ot
The Participating:Student-and his. Purpose..  -... % ool e
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class standing: who.is:now da. at: least his third, year- of: study. of-a . o
. modern: foreign:language, or. cf sophomore -class standing :ani, at; least.
i 3 A at the: same’level:of:study.: We-expect.him to continue. his. foreign -

language in.his-home *high.school following’ participation .in_the Program.

Weiilook: for the-student.who is. eager: to- become: proficient.in :thes use

of his:langiage-aé- it’is spoken, and:who, knows:he: must. work. hard.to:s{i
- 3 ..reach:this:goal: at.home. or- abroad..:T6 this student we-offer g;hgﬁvgh,agge o
< to compete for a place.in. a program-designed specifically :to. bring:him ",
: to this goal, at.a.price he can_afford. - About ninety such students —_—
up to thirty in each language -- can be selected each year. :-uj.i 24%
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“o-n oo Inc the, French, -German, ~and Mexican owns.;the sammer: classes:
continue approximately eight:weeks.. Twenty=five to thirty-hours ofc:*
class.dnstruction in:the; language.are’ given:-each week; undex;.the  direc=
tion. of .an:American. high:school teacher assisted by native. instructors.
A program of.lectures:and;cultural events:rounds. out the’ instructions .
Senior American:and:inative: personnel:direct and supervise. the activis,
tiesin all- three. countries. - “Each Honors. S;udeuts:livgsgg'wj.thfgaé;:gatiye=
family. No English is spoken with anyone at any time. “Travel:in;.the-,
foreign country is.limited to a.few shoxt field trips.related to the
learning situation.- : « '
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8 Financial Assistance

, In the firgt.five years.of the Program we have been able to
hold the price at $650 for Spanish and $950 for French and German:
This includes transportation,.instruction, board and room, and local .
field trips.. Original selection.is based on academic and personal
merit only. When the.selection of Honors Students -has been completed,
the Program then attempts to help the applicant ofirhis school find
the means to permit participation.. This 1s done as follows: .

B If at the time of application.the parents .consider - themselves.
. ¥ unable to .meét. the full.costs of the Program, they may request help by
£i1ing a "Parents'! Confidential Statement." If the applicant is.sel-
ected, this financial statement is analyzed by . the 0ffice of Scholar-
ships, which determines the level of apparent need. Then to the,
extent they are available, funds .contributed from community resources
or to the I.U. Foundation for this purpose are allocated so as tv make ..
the Program as equitably &and widely available .as possible. In every .
case the minimum. contribution by the student or his.family is $100. -

;
3,
p
9
_?,
s
¥




234 ,

It nmust be-emphasized that appropriated funds fiom .tax 'sources .are
not’available for. grants-in-aid, and. this part .of the Program can
operate only through the generosity and: sacrifice of students, par- .
ents, ‘community benefactors, and donors. .. i . .. .

Until the summer of 1965 the Honors Program was supported
by the Carnegie Corporation of New York. The Columbus School Found-
ation of- Columbus, Indiana, and local donors in various other towns
in the state also helped to.provide funds .for individual grants-in-

.aild. To supply-these supplementary funds we have now turned to other.
school communities, service tlubs, and business and industry having
international interests. The Indianapolis Foundation and Mead Johnson
Foundation, Inc. of Evansville are among the generous contributors who
have made it possible for students from their cities to. participate.
The availability of local. funds, however, 'in no way implies selection.
of’‘any student or’ students: from that.schook,: and -thus does.not.affect:
the policy ¢f selecting on academic: andeersonal-merit. Under the:
-presémt: plan, schools will:be'advised,’ as soon.as final selections .
havefbeen~made, as- to’ the :amount: needed to support:.their. own students.
The: community is' then asked to.forward .to the I.U.: Foundation the..
necessary ‘grant-in-aid-funds. This should be.done.as soon as possible,
certainly by January of the following year. S -
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. In addition.to their .speaking skilld,..Honors .Sttudents have"
acquired -a profound respect for foreign culture and an infectious
enthusiasm: -for: language learning. - They report. that: to.1live and speak
fully within the foreign language is. one of.the summer's most reward-
ing accomplishments. We:'expect’ to'see develop;, from amoang the alum-
- ni.of this Program, a new breed:.of teachers:of -languages and iitera- :
turesv(and related: fields); foreign service personnel, and others:
who’ can represent well the best: tradftions.of-the United. States in -
its business, .professional, and.social. relationships with- the rest - ..
of the world.r”““” T . B
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