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San Jose State College, San Jose California)

Purpcsct, Data for Spanish-surname student attendance

at colleges are generally not available. A major purpose of

this report is to present findings relevant to Spanish-surname

enrollment at San Jose State College.

General Dackmroutxd. Spanish-surname children are

most commonly included as one of the groups of disadvantaged.

Average school achievement of Swinish-surname children is

general 1y lower than that for the Anglo or non-white student.
1

Dropout rates from school of Spanish-surname students are

correspondingly high and exceed 50 per cent of these students

before entry into high schools in some large cities,
2

Call

forma statistics show that in 1960 four years of high school

were completed by the following three groups as follows:

Anglo 54.8 per cent, Negroes 39.8 per cent, and Spanish*.

surname 24 per cent.')
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It is premised that Spanish surname students in this
locale are chiefly Mexican-American,

lr'Social and Educational
YOoblutihd,"
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October, 1963, p, 19.

Problems of Mexican American
s of the Southwe t gmference,
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2Nationai Committee for Children and Youth, §pcial anamal.,
Washington, D.C., 1961, p, 15.

'Careers for Youth and the Mexican American Community,
3231pan-Amerioan 3eminar, Poenix Arizona, January 18, 1963, pc62
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Spanishsurname individuals in the United States are

estimated at six million with four million Mexican-Americans

located In the Southwestern states, California has 41 per

cent or 1.7 million or these people. 5
C

They comprise approxi-

mately 10 per cent of the state population, Santa Clara

County has an estimated 12 per cent Spanish surname population.

The concentration of these people varies considerably through-

out the county.

A survey of .educational naht.evement of Spenish-surname

people in the city of San Jose, California showed 25.4 per

cent completing four years or less of school and 22,2 per

cent completing four years of high school*?

Maar educat;;Ipri. A survey of enrollment in Texas

colleges found 1.6 per cent Spanish surname students enrolled,

Spanish-surname students, howevo nwr we e 20.4 per cent of the

college-age population in Texas. A conclusion in this study

was that the number of Spanish-surname students attending

colleges in Texas should be more rihan ten times greater than

lt was found to be.
8

Zama. This survey a Spanish-surname students

includes both fullAwtime and limited students enrolled at

San Jose State College during the nal semester of the 1963

1964 academic year. Selection of ngmes was based on

ASJIMMICIIIIMMEIRONIVCV0POTICOMMICAUO

4Pretcliagl, P. 18.

5Governor Edmund G, Brown reported in San 4424, News,
November 11, 1963.

6San Jose Nercury sews., January 26, 1964, p. 26.

7Prowedigs20 p. 23o,

8Ruth Ann Fogartie, Texas born Spanish-name Students.
112; Texas Colltme and Universities 1W:19..0aeon:
The University of Texas Press, March, 197'6, p. 320
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identincation of SpPnish-surnames as listed in records of the

college.
9

Data. Total student enrollment at San Jose State

College for 1963.01964 is 192452. Spanish.isurname student

e=o11.4ent is 424 or 242 per cent of the total enrollment.

Enrollment by sex for the total college is: male 55.4 per

cent and female 44.6 per cent; Spanish-surname enrollment is

male 60 per cent and female 40 per cent (see Table I).

TABLE I

STUDENT ENROLLMENT 196 3441964

SAN JOSE STATE COLLEGE

Total College Spanish-surname Students
En 11mpnt

Sex umber Per cent
College

Enrollment

41400047 IK= .1110101111MMAIMIIMMUIMPONWOJer;

Number Per cent
Spanish
Surname

-447 ..- Elgo3/171270

554 1 255 60.0 1.33

44.6 169 40.0 .87

ales 10764

emal41 8,688

Total 19,452 I

Per cent of
Total College
Enrollment

424 100,0 2.20
tturoxtinmoritmoosamemartkuomesorPzismrairmormicesismourAturt ratutwesvmatiow.mes.aara

Enrollment of total students at San Jose State College

Is as follows: itreshman 22 per cent, 8ophomore 13.5 per cent,

S'unior 23.5 per cent, senior 2300, per cent, and graduate 18.0

per cent, The percentage of the total enrolled Spanish.*

surname students in the various classes is as follows: fresh.*

man 23.0 per cent, sophomore 14.5 per cent, junior 24.5 per

cent, senior 22.5 per cent, and graduate 15.5 per cent

(see Table II).

9San Jose State College Student and Faculty Directory,
1963.4964, San Jose, California, 112 pp. and IBM Student
Locator Files, College Administration, San Jose State Collegew



TABLE

COMPARISON OF TOTAL STUDENT ENROLLMENT AND TOTAL

SPANISH,0SURNAME STUDENT ENROLLMENT BY YEAR

SAN JOSE STATE COLLEGE
1963 1964..... ...V0*. ONc.....s. 1 15
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Principal fields of study declared by Spanish.*

surname studeats are as follows: education 19.1 per cent,

social sciences 18.6 per cent, business 12.2 per cents

languages 10.2 per cent, engineering 8.9 per cent, arts

7.4 per cent. No other field of study included more than

3.3 per cent of the total mzmber of Spanish,*surname students

(see Table III).

TABLE III

PRINCIPAL STUDY FIELDS OF SPANISHwSUaNAME STUDENTS
SAN JOSE STATE COLLEGE

N =392

teftVall
Education
Social Sciences
Business , .

guages
gineering
rts . g

0 * a

a

4100 410011,10,1004000
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4 0
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(No other single field of
cent of the students«)
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. 7.4

study 0:weeded more than 3.3 per



Reeords is that 87J:7 -7,er ce.nt of the Spanishft

surname students enrolled OA. San Jose State College have

permanent residence addresses within a 60 mile radius of

the city of San Jose (see Table IV).

TABLE IV

DISTANCE OF SPANISH SURNAME STUDENTS RESIDENCES
PROM SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA

FALL 19634964
N=42

Miles
Radius from

n Jose State Collsm

0 as 60

60 a.. 120

120 as 180

180 as 2k0

2k0 st plus*

Percentage
N Spanishsasurname

Students

370 87.0

6 1.3

9 2./

6 1.3

35= Le
100.0

andes: 30 itild6fit:3 r Os ge es area an
awx====a9a

two from outmof..state.

Elementary education student teachers in the fall

semester of 1963 were 20k with 4 (1.9 per cent) Spanish-

slirname students. In the spring semester of 1964 there were

349 students with 5 (1.4 per cent) Spanishoosurname students,

The total number of student teachers for the 1963.01964

academic year was 573 student teachers with 9 (1.6 per cent)

Spanish - surname students (see Tablo V).

Secondary education student teachers In the fall

semester of 1963 were 189 with 7 (3.7 per cent) Spanish

surname students. In the spring semester of 1964 there were



278 student teachers with 7 (2.5 per cent) Spanish.surname

students, The total number of secondary education student

teachers for the academic year of 19634.964 was 467 with 14

(360 per cent) Spanish.osurname students6

TABLE V

SPANISH SURNAME STUDENT TEA9HERS
SAN JOSE STATE COLLEGE::

4":*"Iird,"7"*":7%*"anaRtir
97174=-7 cadem

Total St, Per Tot Ste` Per

cent Tatar cent Tchr °en

7E64 76rr 174

89 7 3.7 278 7 2.5

393 1 2.8 647 12 l 9

#Student
'Ivo= ementary and Secondary I went' r"4417°

#Student teachers

The total number of combined departmants student

teachers in the fall of 1963 was 393 with 11 (2,8 per cent)

Spanishsurname students, The total number of students in

the Spring semester wan 647 with 12 (109 per cent) Spanish*,

surname students. The total number of student teachers fox

the academic year 19630.1964 was 1040 with 23 (262 per cent

Spanish.osurname students.

The greatest number (5) of Spsouish surname secondary

education student teachers majored in Physical Education and

minored in Health and Hygiene (5) . One student majored in

French and minored in Spanish (see Table VI),

573

467 14 3.0

1040 23 2.2
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TAU lit' VI

SPANISM.SUANO9 S:1100nit1 STIMMT Ti ACS
VAJOi AND gIN0a SUBJOCT3
SAN JOSS STATE 0010LITV1

1963.1964*
=w=amvmwz=m=m====T=m==r===mmr==nvw=
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nowepeisarmiuszennmotairrscarAwoodramuAOMANCOWJX11ACOE4
Minor (N

Physical Education 5
Music 2
Social Sciences 2
Mathematios
Industrial Arts 1

French 1
Special Arts 1

Eomemaking 1

Health and F,ygiene
English
Span. std

History
Physical Science

75.7r57(11717 73 (76MITZTETert=3

5
1

Maw. The findings of the survey on Spanish..

surname students enrolled at San Jose State College for the

fall semester of 1963 are as follows:

1. Spanishmsurname students number 424 or 2.2 per

cent of the total college student enrollment.

2. Spanishmsurname students consist of 60 per cent

males (255) and 40 per cent females (169) ,

Per cent of the total Spanishwospeaking student

enrollment by college years is as follows: freshman 23 per

cent, sophomore 14.5 per cent, junior 24.5 per cent, senior

22.5 per cent, and graduate students 15.5 per cent.

4. Major fields of study for Spanishmsurname students

in descending order of preference are: education, social

sciences, business, languages, engineering, and the arts.

5. Permanent home addresses listed for 87 per cent

of the Spanish..surname students are found within a sixty

mile radius of San Jose.

6. Spanish- surname student teachers in elementary

educatIon are 1.6 per cent of the total number of elementary

student teachers,
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7. Spanish-surname student teacheav in secondary

education were 3,0 per cent of the total number of secondary

student teachc2rs.

8, Spanishftisurname student teachers wera 2,2 per cent

of all education division student teachers.

9. No Spanish-Nsurname student majored in Spanish at

the secondary level. One student minored in Spanish.*

Conclusions., 1, The proportionate enrollment of

Spanish.16sarname students at San Jose State College compared

to estimates for the State of CalitorLia (10 per cent),

Santa Clara County (12 per cent) D and the City of San

Jose (204.25 per cent) suggests that the attendance of these

students is considerably belou expectation in terms of their

total numbers found in the San Jose State College area of

influence, Survey data from neighboring higher education

institutions on enrollments of Spanish surname students need

to be determined before more definite conclusions may be

drawn,

2. Spanish surname students are in attendance in

about the same sex ratio as the total student population.

3. Enrollments of Spanish - ,surname students at the

different college class'levels are in about the same proportion

within the group as the proportions for the total college

enrollment.

4. Approximately one third of the Spanishmsurname

students seem oriented toward occupational goals leading to

*The Foreign Language college supervisor stated that

there were no elementary education student teachers involved

in the foreign language program,
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public school teaching or public social services.

5. Propinquity of the higher education tnstitution

seems to be an important factor for the majority of Spanish.%

surname students in determining attendance st San Jose State

College, The availabinty or cowatnity coreges cud other

post high school institutions also appears to be tsignificant

in deciding continued education.

6. Approximately twice as many Spanish surname

students elect secondary over (Ilementary education.

7. Spanish.psurname student; are in the game ratio

to student teaching as they are to the total college student

enrollment,

8, Por undetermined reasons Spanish surname students

seemed not to capitalize on their b ill: gual abilities, This

was evident at both secondary and elementary levels of

student teaching, In view of the critical need for effectivle

teachers of foreign languages in the public schools this

situation needs to be examtaed.
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