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A REPORT ISSUED BY THE ISRAELI NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR
RESEARCH IN THE BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES INDICATES THAT MANY OF
THEIR CURRENT PROJECTS ARE INVESTIGATING CULTURALLY DEPRIVED
ISRAELI CHILDREN. TOPICS INCLUDE THE GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT,
LEARNING PSYCHOLOGY, AND FAMILY AND KINDERGARTEN BACKGROUNDS
OF THESE CHILDREN AS WELL AS THE PREPARATION OF SPECIAL
PROGRAMED LEARNING MATERIALS, THE EFFECT OF THE DEVELOPMENT
OF REGIONAL ENRICHMENT CENTERS, AND THE STRUCTURING OF
SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS IN ARITHMETIC AND GEOGRAPHY
FOR DISADVANTAGED CHILDREN. SELECTION OF GIFTED CHILDREN FROM
DEPRIVED GROUPS, A STUDY OF THEIR ATTITUDES AND VALUES,
EVALUATION AND FOLLOWUP STUDIES OF THESE STUDENTS AS THEY
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JUVENILE DELINQUENCY PREDICTION, AND MENTAL RETARDATION. HALF
OF THE DOCUMENT IS A LIST OF PUBLICATIONS ISSUED BY THE
INSTITUTE WITH A SUBJECT INDEX AND A VOLUME INDEX OF
"MEGAMOT," THE ISRAELI JOURNAL OF EDUCATION, PSYCHOLOGY, AND
SOCIOLOGY. (MS)
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ERRATA

Page 11, paragraph four, number three:
activities instead of actiivties

Page 64, line 31:
1956 instead of 1965

Page 82, line 27:
S.N. Eisenstadt instead of S.M. Eisenstadt

Page 85, line 29:
D. Feitelson-Shor instead of D. Feitelsons-Shur

Page 87, line 14:
Dr. Weintraub instead of D. Weintrausb

Page 88, line 11:
M.SSc. instead of M.Sc.

Page 88, line 28:
Volume VI No. 4, October 1955

Page 91, line 10:
H. Fagin instead of H. Fagn

Page 93, line 26:
classmates instead of classmates

Page 97, line 34:
Leah Adar instead of Leath Adar

Page 98, line 12:
Volume XII No. 4, September 1963

Page 98, line 13:
Eisenstadt instead of Sisenstadt

Page 98, line 20:
Kathrith Ron instead of Kathwith Ron

Page 98, line 27:
Volume XIII No. 1, January 1964

Page 99, line 23:
Krietler instead of Kreither

Page 99, line 35:
D.J. Klaus instead of D.J. Klans

Page 103, add:
Chanan Rapaport, Editor
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THIS PROGRESS REPORT IS DEDICATED TO THE MEMORY OF

MENACIIEM (MAX) BRESSLER

Whose foresight and generosity made possible the establishment of the Ruth
Bressler Center for Research iri Education. The first building of the Hen-
rietta Szold Institute, National Institute for Research in the Behavioral
Scienceslocated in the Centerwas comple ed shortly before his death in
February, 1966. Two additional buildings are planned.

The Ruth Bressler Center

[5]



PAST DIRECTORS OF THE INSTITUTE

Dr. A. Ephrat 1941-1946

Dr. M. Itzkowitz 1946-1948

Prof. C. Frankenstein 1948-1953

Prof. M. Smilansky 1953-1964

DIRECTOR OF THE INSTITUTE

Dr. Chanan Rapaport

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Julia Dushkin, Hadassah Council in Israel, Chairman

Nahama Makover Barzilay, Ministry of Health

Shevach Eden, Ministry of Education and Culture

Miriam Granott, Member-at-large
Rachel Huttner,* Ministry of Social Welfare

Rachel Kagan, Member of the Knesset (Parliament)

Chana Leibowitz, Ministry of Social Welfare

Dr. Israel Margalit, Youth Immigration Dept., The Jewish Agency

Dr. May Merom, The Pioneer Women's Organization

Esther Reifenberg, Hadassah Council in Israel

Joseph Schochet, Ministry of Education and Culture

Dr. David Shaari, Youth Immigration Dept., The Jewish Agency

Mamie G. Gamoran, Hadassah National Board, N.Y. Chairman for the

Szold Institute

* deceased.
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ABOUT THE SZOLD INSTITUTE

Henrietta Szold founded the Child and Youth Welfare Organization in 1941,

during the time of the British Mandate. The purpose of this organization was

to coordinate the activities of public and voluntary child and youth welfare

services. It was then affiliated with the Social Welfare Department of the

General Council (Vaad Leumi) of the Jewish Community in Palestine. The

organization stimulated new activities in the treatment of children, sought

the enactment of progressive legislation, and organized research work related

to the various aspects of child welfare.

In 1945, the Child and Youth Welfare Organization was renamed the Hen-

rietta Szold Foundation for Child and Youth Welfare, to honor her memory.

Upon the establishment of the State of Israel in 1948, the Foundation became

autonomous to be governed by a Board of Directors consisting of represent-

atives of : the Government, through members from the Ministries of Educa-

tion and Culture, Health, and Social Welfare; The Women's Zionist Organiza-

tion of America (Hadassah) ; the Jewish Agency of Israel through its Youth

Immigration Department (Aliyat Hanoar) ; and various public organizations.

In February 1961, upon the centennial of the birth of Henrietta Szold, the

Government of the State of Israel, together with Hadassah and the Jewish

Agency, undertook to contribute to the Institute's operational budget. At

present, the Henrietta Szold Institute is formally recognized as the National

Institute for Research in the Behavioral Sciences.

Today, the major activities of the Institute are as follows:

1. Planning and carrying out research projects, surveys, studies and experi-

ments in the field of human behavior with special emphasis on children

and youth;

2. Advising and counseling government ministries and agencies;

3. Stimulating new actiivties in the fields of mental health, community deve-

lopment, social welfare and education.



4. Publishing in Megamot, our scientific journal, book reviews, research re-
ports, studies carried out in Israel and abroad, descriptive and informative
material, and theoretical papers in the behavioral sciences.

5. Publishing several series of booklets containing information and instruc-
tional material concerning all problems connected with education, health
and social welfare.

It was decided that the most desirable way to achieve the Institute's goal
of service to society was to implement an interdisciplinary approach that
would bring to bear the knowledge and experience of researchers in the var-
ious fields of the behavioral sciences. The staff of the Institute already in-
cludes representatives in the following fields:

Educational Psychology Demography
Psychometrics Criminology
Educational Administration Developmental Psychology
Clinical Psychology Sociology
Economics Cultural Anthropology
Social Psychology Public Health

as well as experts in the preparation of teaching aids and programmed learn-
ing materials.

All the scientific activities of the Institute are financed through separate
contracts with the agencies sponsoring the projects. In recent years staff
members have conducted projects commissioned by Government Ministries,
foundations from Israel and abroad, and the United States Government.

F.)



CURRENT PROJECTS AND RECENTLY COMPLETED STUDIES

The present report covers the activities of the Szold Institute from June 1964

to December 1966. Previously completed studies are presented in earlier
reports.

Studies Concerned with the Fostering of Intellectual Development
of Culturally Disadvantaged Children

In most modern or developing countries where the extent and pace of tech-

nological and social change are greatte importance of a school system
which effectively educates children to perform highly technical and skilled
jobs, cannot be underestimated. Also, it is in such societies that the school
operates as an institution for social mobility for those who meet its expecta-

tions. In recent years educators have questioned, and emphasized the need

to re-examine, the goals of education since in existing educational systems of
elementary and secondary schools many of the entering students do not
successfully complete their studies. In addition, of those who do complete
their education, many are not adequately prepared to meet the challenge of

a rapidly changing society. This problem has taken increasing priority in
those institutions where educational and pedagogical research is conducted.

It has become increasingly apparent that the largest proportion of those
who fail to achieve in school are from the lower social and economic classes.

A discouragingly high percentage of children of average or above average
intellectual ability fail school subjects, repeat grades and eventually leave

school early. At best, they complete only the first eight grades of compulsory

education and do not aspire to further educational attainments. In our coun-

try, most of these children are first-generation Israelis born into families

which came to Israel during the years of mass immigration following the War

of Independence. These children, like those of the lower social and economic

classes in other societies, are deprived of the beneficial intellectual stimula-

tion in the home during the pre-school years which is deemed necessary for

success in school. The gap in intellectual development between these children

[ 1 3 ]
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and those of middle class families tends to increase as the children advance

from grade to grade. Apparently the existing program is appropriate only for

those children who come to it with adequate intellectual and social skills and

with an appropriate attitude toward learning. "Culturally disadvantaged"
children begin school with a handicap which becomes progressively more

severe as they fail to acquire the skill subjects of reading and arithmetic.

Further, they fail to develop the abstract thinking ability required to cope

with subject matter encountered in the later years of primary school educa-

tion.

The Szold Institute has devoted more than a decade of research to inves-

tigate reasons for this pattern of failure and to develop more effective ways

of educating these children. Below are descriptions of the studies in this

group of projects:

1. Growth and Development of

Children from Various Social

Strata and Ethnic Groups.

This is a longitudinal study which is
being conducted by the Szold Insti-
tute, The Ministries of Health and
Welfare , and the Hadassah Hebrew
University School of Medicine. Those
responsible for the research are Dr.

3
1 4,1;7/
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.
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Sara Smilansky of this Institute, Dr.

S. Taustein of the Ministry of
Health, and Dr. Z. Shamir of the
School of Medicine. Eva Frankel and
Nitza Levy-Elan of the Szold Insti-
tute are assistants to the project. The
United States Office of Health, Edu-
cation and Welfare (Children's Bu-
reau) is financing this study.

The objectives of this study are:

[ 1 4]

a) to study the emotional, physi-
cal, social and intellectual as-
pects of the processes of growth
and development of Israeli chil-
dren of various social classes
and ethnic groups in different
types of surroundings;

b) to investigate in the above

groups the formation, extent,
nature and time of appearance
of the intellectual lag;



c) to relate the different aspects
of the growth processes and
child-rearing patterns to the
social and cultural background;

d) to find the relationship of phy-
sical growth and development
to intellectual growth and de-
velopment.

The children included in the sample
will be followed from birth to the
age of five. The sample of families
has been selected and, at the time of
this report, most of the children in
the sample are one year of age. The
sample includes 500 families, half of
which are of Oriental origin; the
other half are of European origin.
Within each of these groups are fa-
milies of high, middle and low socio-
economic status. Data are being col-
lected by means of (a) interviews with
the mother from the time of pregnan-
cy; (b) regularly scheduled medical
and psychological examinations; and
(c) observations of the child and his

77
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family, to determine his intellectual,
emotional and social development.

2. The Relative Importance of Dif-
ferent Frameworks (Family and
Kindergarten) in Promoting Cog-
nitive Abilities, Imparting Basic
Information and Modifying Atti-
tudes (in Infants and Young Chil-
dren from Culturally Disadvant-
aged Strata) which are Essential
for Success in Elementary Stu-
dies.

This study, carried out by the Insti-
tute in cooperation with the Ministry
of Education and Culture, was de-
signed by Dr. Sara Smilansky. Prof.
R. L. Mooney of the Bureau of Edu-
cational Research and Service at Ohio
State University, is consultant to the
project. Assistants to the project are
Eva Frankel and Leah Shaphatiah.

At the recommendation of the Is-

[ 1 5 ]
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rael Advisory Committee on Educa-
tional Research, the first stage of the
project was devoted to:

a) conducting pilot projects on the
main problems with which the
longitudinal study is concerned,
in order to test the methodolo-
gical tools and to gain a clearer
and more definite theoretical
orientation;

b) consulting with a committee of
experts appointed by the U.S.
Office of Education in Washing-
ton.

e ,../.1.4.:61 "kr,..uX /

The initial pilot study was an ex-
periment to develop socio-dramatic
play in pre-school (three-six years
old) children from underprivileged
families. This was done to evaluate
its influence on cognitive abilities,
basic information and attitudes. The
objective was to improve success in
schools, and the above factors were
considered to be essential.

An observation upon which this

study was based is that children
from underprivileged homes do not
sustain a line of thought, activity or
feeling, but tend to shift rapidly from
thought to thought, activity to acti-
vity, feeling to feeling. This behavior
is assumed to reflect the discontinuity
or separateness of their concepts and
the absence of a dynamic process of
molding concepts into new forms. It
was concluded from the observations
of child-rearing practices in the
homes of children from different so-
cio-cultural backgrounds, that this
characteristic of underprivileged chil-
dren is the result of direct environ-
mental influence. From a very early
age culturally advantaged children
are taught by adults in their imme-
diate environment how to collect
scattered facts and to weave them
together into new concepts; disad-
vantaged children do not receive such
training. Therefore, for these child-
ren, it is not enough simply to in-

[ 1 6



crease the kind and amount of sti-
mulation; some way must be found
to help the children integrate ex-
periences, facts and concepts, and to
utilize them in the formation of high-
er-level and more meaningful con-
cepts. It was hypothesized that one
way to help pre-school children inte-
grate the scattered elements they
learn into meaningful, Icio le concepts

[c

is the method used in this study, i.e.,
through the encouragement of socio-
dramatic play.

Socio- dramatic play is defined as a
form of social play activity, resem-

bling that in which pre-school child-
ren generally participate; in such an
activity there are at least two parti-
cipants, both of which undertake
roles and spontaneously act out a
theme. The play is not organized by
by an adult although one may be
present. The game is played partly
or wholly as "Make-believe". Toys
and other play objects are used flex-
ibly and freely and sometimes sym-
bolically as a means to interpret the
theme; the players verbalize as they
act. The game is sustained over a
sufficient period of time to enable the
players to become involved in their
interaction, thus realizing the theme.

For the purpose of the experiment
five groups of pre-school children
were chosen, three of which were
experimental and the other two were
control groups. In each experimental
group kindergarten teachers trained
prior to the experiment used a pres-
cribed form 3f adult intervention de-
signed to aid in the development of
socio-dramatic play. This was done
for an hour and a half each day, five
days a week, for a total of nine
weeks. In the control groups there
was no change in the ordinary rou-
tine or program of the kindergarten.

Of the types of adult intervention
used, the method which effected the
most positive change in the criteria
was the one in which the kindergar-
ten teachers and experimenters pro-
vided the children with rich and

[ 1 7 ]

ij



meaningful impressions together with
direct guidance and example in play-
ing habits and techniques. As a re-
sult of this intervention, there was
an increase in participation in socio-
dramatic play, in speech output, and

cY

.45/11

an improvement in language content
and structure. The level of play was
raised and the children were able to
identify with the role and behave ac-
cordingly an extended period of
time.*

Another pilot project was an ex-
periment designed to examine certain
learning conditions given to manipu-
lation by adults (kindergarten teach-
ers, experimenters, and/or parents)
which, according to our assumptions,
have greatly influenced the learning
process of pre-school culturally dis-
advantaged children. The following

* A detailed report of this project is
presented in a text-book by Dr. Sara
Smilansky which will be published by
John Wiley and Sons, New York.

pedagogical methods were used to
help disadvantaged children learn
more effectively: (1) active guidance
on the part of the kindergarten
teacher in discovering the underlying
principles of the task; (2) guidance
in the performance of the task with
the aid of a clear frame of reference;
(3) teaching verbal control of the task
performance; and (4) assigning spe-
cific achievement goals in line with
the child's ability. The effectiveness
of each of these oprations was eva-
luated according to its relative effect
on the children's progress in the per-
formance of two tasks: a "letter and
word" matching task and a "picture"
matching task. Improvement in
achievement on the above two tasks
was observed and significant results
were found for methods one, two and
three; there was no improvement
when method four was used.*

The Cooperative Research Branch
of the U.S. Department of Health,
Education and Welfare Office of Edu-
cation has made available funds for
a five year longitudinal study which
is an extension of the pilot projects.
The main objective of this study is
to develop promotive activities such
as those mentioned in the pilot stu-
dies, that will ensure: maximum cog-

* A report was published in article form
in The Journal of School Psychology,
Spring 1966. Vol. IV, No. 31, pp. 68-81.
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nitive development, maximum enrich-
ment of the store of information, and
the kind of emotional and social atti-
tudes which lead to scholastic suc-
cess. This will be achieved through:

144i-Ne-Z)

a) the examination of the role of
the kindergarten and home in
promoting intellectual develop-
ment; of the combinations of
activities leading to maximiza-
tion of that development; and
the relative contributions of the
promotive activities within their
respective frameworks home

and kindergarten;

b) the identfication of the learn-
ing experiences and promotive
activities and the determination
of the critical age beyond which

the effectiveness of compensen-
tory intellectual stimulation is
lessened or non-existant.

The different tools and promotive
activies will be evaluated as to their
efficiency in achieving the above men-

tioned objective and their contribu-
tion to scholastic success in element-
ary school.

3. Follow-up Studies of Children Now
in the First and Second Grade
Who Participated in the Experi-
mental Kindergarten Programs.

The purpose of the follow-up is to
determine if there was an ongoing
significant improvement in intelli-
gence quotient as a result of the pre-
school training and a continuous sig-
nificant positive change in the kind
and amount of basic information of
the children and their attitudes to-
ward learning. The children who par-
ticipated in the pre-school enrich-
ment program subsequently attended
different neighborhood schools. At
the end of the first and second
grades, each child was tested with the
Stanford-Binet and with tests of
achievement in mechanical reading
ability, reading comprehension, voca-
bulary, and arithmetic. A test of so-
cial-emotional adjustment was also
administered.

The experimental groups of child-
ren were compared to the following
groups: (1) children who had not
participated in the pre-school pro-
gram (including culturally disad-
vantaged groups) ; (2) children who
attended the same elementary school
classes as those who had participated

[ 1 9 ]
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in the enrichment programs; (3)
children of European families of low-
er socio-economic status who had not
participated in pre-school enrichment
programs. The results of this study
are currently being analyzed.

Dr. Sara Smilansky is the principal
investigator, and she was assisted by
Shulamit Bar-Hillel and Sara "inott.

4. Experiments in the Teaching and
Learning of Arithmetic in the
Fourth and Fifth Grades Attended
by Underprivileged. Children.

This project, designed and conducted
by Joseph Rapaport of the Institute,
was financed by the Ministry of Edu-
cation and Culture. The aim of the
experiment was to adapt teaching

needs and abilities of underprivileged
pupils, while at the same time at-
tempting to develop their innate abi-
lities and skills through the learning
process. The project was conducted
in the following areas:

a) the preparation of a battery of
learning and teaching materials
textbooks, teacher's hand-
books, a battery of diagnostic
tests, remedial teaching aids,
and auxiliary reading mate-
rials;

b) the study of learning problems
specific to disadvantaged child-
ren through observations made
in classes; analysis of the re-
sults of the diagnostic tests ;
and interviews with the teach-
us, school inspectors and ex-
perts in education.

Shulamit Bialik, Shoshana Oman
and Yael Levine helped to prepare
the materials. At the time of this re-
port the series of special materials
are nearly completed.

The effectiveness of the proposed
methods and the suitability of the
teaching materials will be evaluated
at a later stage.

5. Preparation of Instructional Ma-
terials.

The Szold Institute has prepared
methods in arithmetic to the actual (under the supervision of Dr. Sara

[ 2 0 ]



Smilansky), a series of textbooks,
workimoks, and teacher's guides for
use with culturally disadvantaged
children in the first and second grades
of elementary school. Tehila Kriger,
Zila Ron and Nehama Yehuda helped
to write the materials. The purpose
of these materials was to help the
children attain the content and skill
which they are expected to learn,
but which under usual classroom con-
ditions culturally disadvantaged chil-
dren fail to grasp. Specifically these
materials were designed to help fill
in the gaps in learning found in some
of the earlier studies. As compared
to children of advantaged families,
disadvantaged children were found to
be deficient in certain cognitive abi-
lities and lacking a positive attitude
toward learning. The textbooks and
workbooks were designed to compen-
sate for these difficulties by taking
into consideration the children's level
of readiness upon entering school.

These experimental materials were
distributed to classes of cultural dis-
advantaged children. Standard class-
room materials were used in matched
control classes. Results of the com-
parison in achievement made between
these two groups of children showed
that at the end of the first and se-
cond grades the achievement of the
experimental group was significantly
greater than that of the control
group.

As a result of the experiment, the

materials which were developed for
the first and second grades are now
being used in classes throughout the
country attended by culturally disad-
vantaged children. Materials of a si-

14,
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milar nature are being prepared for
the third grade. In this portion of the
study several other kinds of books
will also be used to determine their
relative effectiveness.

6. Geography Teaching in the Fourth
and Fifth Grades.

The aim of this experiment, requested
and financed by the Ministry of Edu-
cation and Culture was to adapt the
methods and teaching of geography
to the needs of pupils from underpri-
vileged groups. The elements of the
approach were as follows:

[ 2 1 ]

a) The teacher concentrates on a
thorough study of the district
in which the school is located,
including, among others, the



phyhical, ecological and econo-
mic aspects of the area.

b) The pupils are guided in ob-
serving their surroundings dur-
ing field-trips, in using various
measuring instruments, in ga-
thering data and making col-
lections, and in working with
their hands.

0'

c,, Various institutions active in
the district participate in the
teaching process.

d) Special equipment is prepared
for the classes; workbooks on
six topics I'ave been published.

A teacher's handbook was prepar-
ed, and additional guidance was pro-
vided by means of conferences with
the researchers. The project was un-
der the guidance of Moshe Halfan, of
the Ministry of Education and Cul-
ture. Michael Chen, assisted by Mo-
she Hershko, Rifka Leavne, Zahava

Esther Orenstein, and Sha-

lom Zirlin, participated in the pro-
ject. It was completed at the end of
the academic year 1965-4966. As a
result, five booklets have been pub-
lished and are being used as standard
texts in, the schools.

7. The Preparation and Adaptation
of Programed Learning Materials
for Different Groups in the Israeli
School System.

This project, begun in 1983, was con-
ducted by the Institute and financed
by the U.S. Office of Education. Dr.
Paul Jacobs, visiting researcher from
the Educational Testing Service at
Princeton, New Jersey, was project
director during the first stage.

At the outset of the project, in-
structional programs for arithmetic
were translated from English to Heb-
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rew for use with culturally disad-
vantaged children. However, it was
soon clear that the translated ma-
terial was not suitable even for re-
viewing the material studied in the
previous year. Shalom Zirlin and Ye-
hoshua Fleidell prepared program-
med materials especially for cultur-
ally disadvantaged children. Simul-
taneouslly, programmed materials for
teaching arithmetic and first year
algebra were prepared and tested in
the schools.

A year's program for teaching
English as a foreign language to be-
ginners was developed by Pnina Lam-
dan. Special consideration was given
to problems peculiar to Hebrew-

speaking studentswhere the lang-
uage is totally unrelated to English
and to problematic learning charac-
teristics of culturally disadvantaged
children. The program, tested in the
field and modified proved to be quite
an effective tool.

During the school year 1965-1966
these programs, under the supervi-
vision of S. Zirlin, as well as the
English material were used again in
selected classes of culturally disad-
vantaged children and were modified
as indicated.

Another aspect of this year's work
with programmed materials was to
determine the most efficient and ef-
fective means of application, i.e., to
identify the classroom conditions un-
der which these materials are most
effiectively used.

In addition to the programmed ma-
terials, a teacher's guide was pre-
pared. The teacher's use of the pro-
grammed materials in the classroom
was under the supervision of the
project staff. The future stages of
adapting programmed materials to
the various populations in the Israeli
school system will be based on the
results of this year's work.

Prof. Nathan Lazar of Ohio State
University was asked, by the Insti-
tute, to conduct a special summer
workshop to give training in the
preparation of programmed learning
materials. The participants, who con-
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sisted of members of the Israeli Ar-
med Forces, government ministries
and university faculty, wrote pro-
grams for teaching the natural
sciences to the culturally disadvant-
aged, under Prof. Lazar's supervision.

8. Selected Problems in the Psycho-
logy of Learning of Culturally
Disadvantaged Children whose
Parents have had no Schooling
beyond Primary School.

In this project, selected problems
connected with the ways of learning
of arithmetic, based on the findings
of the previous experiments in the
teaching and learning of arithmetic,
will be investigated. More specifically,
the problems to be studied are:

a) Do culturally disadvantaged
children have greater difficulty
in creating patterns of thinking
and patterns of action (e.g.,
habits of calculation) ? Is this
difficulty restricted to specific
content and operations or does
it exist in all areas of study
and/or activity?

b) Is there a tendency toward
greater rigidity of pattern and
habits in learning and thinking?
If so, what are the causes of
this rigidity ?

c) How can mobility in thought

processes be increased? Does
the act of verbalizing thought
processes promote greater flex-
ibility in thinking ? Does the
teaching of patterns and habits
of verbalizing generalizations
and terminology contribute to-
ward more flexibility in patterns
of thinking ?

/7/
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d) Should a newly learned pattern
of thinking be stabilized before
other patterns are introduced?

e) Do culturally disadvantaged
children tend to forget more
readily than other children ? If
so, which areas of content are
most affected, what are the rea-
sons for this tendency, and
what is the relationship of mo-
tivation, reinforcement and at-
tention, to the rapidity of the
process of forgetting?

f) What are the characteristics of
logical memory? Do culturally



disadvantaged children have
special difficulties in this area ?

g) What are the characteristics of
spontaneous concepts of cultur-
ally deprived children ? Do they
differ from spontaneous con-
cepts of children whose parents
are educated ? Is the transition
from spontaneous to scientific
concepts different in culturally
deprived children as compared
with children whose parents are
educated? Does the colloquial
language of culturally disad-
vantaged children differ from
that of other children ?

The project is being directed by
Joseph Rapaport, with Shoshana Ka-
niel as the assistant, is financed by
the U.S. Office of Education, and
will extend over a period of three
and a half years. At present the
above-mentioned problems are being
classified and defined in terms of
psychological operations; research
tools are being prepared, and metho-
dology is being developed for the ex-
perimental portion of the study.

9. Regional Enrichment Centers for
Disadvantaged Children in the
Upper Grades of Elementary
School.

This experiment was conducted by
Prof. H. Smilansky of the Institute,
who was assisted by Blanca Burg and

Tehila Krieger. The study was sup-
ported jointly by the Ministry of
Education and Culture and the Ford
Foundation. Enrichment centers were
established in Jerusalem and Tel-
Aviv where a wide range of courses
was held after school hours for the
more promising children in "disad-
vantaged" schools. It was assumed
that the children would be helped to
develop their potentialities and be
better prepared to enter secondary
schools if they were provided with
appropriate extra-curricular educa-
tional activities.

In order to identify the potentially
able pupils a battery of achievement
tests was administered to sixth grade
pupils in the two cities. The schools
from which the students were drawn
were schools officially designated as
"needing special care". The results
of the achievement tests, together
with teacher's evaluations were the
basis for selecting the upper twenty
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five percent of each class. During the
school year these children participat-
ed in various enrichment programs,
and in after-school interest clubs led
by selected instructors. The children
were given intelligence, achievement,
and sociometric tests, and their
teachers filled out specially prepared
"adjustment rating scales".

In order to evaluate the effective-
ness of the program, children similar
to those included in the enrichment
programs were chosen and given
achievement tests at the beginning
and a t the end of the project. During
the Hummer vacation "enrichment
camps" were organized for the ex-
perimental groups. Emphasis was
placed on activities for improving
skills in written and oral expression.
With the beginning of the new school
year, the children now attending the
seventh grade continued to attend
the after-school enrichment pro-
grams. As a result of the experience

gained in the first year, some pro-
grams were modfied or eliminated
and new programs were developed.
Emphasis was placed on a search for
different approaches to the same en-
richment goals. The children attended
summer camps as described above
during the summer of the second
year of the project.

At the beginning of the eighth
grade, as is customary in all Israeli
schools, the children took the Na-
tional Scholastic Merit Tests (Seker)
and vocational guidance tests. In the
course of the year, achievement, in-
telligence, and sociometric tests were
administered to the children who had
participated in the two-year enrich-
ment program and to the control
group selected at the beginning of the
experiment.

In accordance with the results of
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the tests administered, the children
were guided to appropriate secondary
schools. One of the conclusions of
the study was that it is possible to
raise the level of success in intelli-
gence tests at the end of adolescence
and thus increase the number of pro-
spective secondary school students. It
was also found that it is possible to
gain the active cooperation of parents
from the lower strata of the popula-
tion without first changing their cul-
tural patterns at home. Because of
the excellent results achieved, the
program has been adapted by the
Ministry of Education and Culture as
part of its operating program for the
culturally disadvantaged child.*

10. Selection and Evaluation Proce-
dures for Culturally Deprived,
Gifted Children.

This project, designed by Dr. Joseph
Levin, assisted by David Nevo (Schif-
fenbauer), is concerned with selec-
tion procedures for promotive pro-
grams in secondary education. Data
collected by Tamar Kook include test
scores of a battery of eleven tests.
Committee ratings must be inves-
tigated and an optimal sub-set of

4. A more detailed report of this study
was published in the February 1966
edition of "Megamot" (an English ab-
stract is included).

tesst is needed to reduce testing time
without substantial loss of validity.
The calculations involve application
of formulas for correction of restric-
ted range and for selection of an
optimal sub-battery. A cross-valida-
tion study remains to be completed
and will be done by the end of the
next school year.

11. Identification of promising stu-
dents from socio-economically
underdeveloped strata and a fol-
low-up of their development in
promotive frameworks in secon-
dary schools.

A demonstration project was begun
in 1960 through the initiative of the
Institute to provide optional learning
conditions for a group of promising
students from under-privileged fa-
milies. The children are housed in a
special dormitory at the school to
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ensure that environmental conditions
will not interfere with their studies.
The course of studies in academic and
college preparatory.

Funds were given by the Coopera-
tive Research Branch, U.S. Office of
Education to the Szold Institute to
enable us to determine the success of
the project and to investigate the
theoretical and practical problems in-
volved. The adjustment and success
of the children in the enrichment pro-
gram were compare' to the adjust-
ment and success of culturally dep-
rived children enrolled in regular
high school programs. Among the
factors measured for both groups
were: drop-out rate ; attitudes and
occupational choice; personal adjust-
ment as indicated by ratings of in-
structors, open-ended interviews with
a clinical psychologist, and socio-me-

tric questionnaires; success on the
matriculation examinations ; pre- and
post-treatment measures of intelli-
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gence and achievement in school sub-
jects; and performance in school as
measured by school marks and the
ratings of teachers.

A preliminary finding is that, of the
first group of disadvantaged children
participating in this program, 92.3%
passed the national matriculation ex-
amination. Of the advantaged class-
mates, not living at the school, only
86.4% passed this examination. The
results of the project were encourag-
ing enough to expand the boarding
school program.

The second stage of the project
began in 1965 when new groups of
students were enrolled in the special
high-school program. More groups
are included in this study and special
measurement tools developed in the
first stage of the project will allow
a more comprehensive study of the
students involved. In addition to the
measures made in stage one, parents
of the children are being interviewed.
The project will be completed when
the second group of students finishes
the four-year high school program.

This study is directed by Prof. M.
Smilansky. David Nevo (Schiffen-
bauer) is the assistant, and S. Mar-
bach, of the Ministry of Education
and Culture, served as consultant to
the project.

12. A Study of Attitudes and Values
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of Culturally Deprived, but Gif-
ted Children Currently Enrolled
in a Special High School.

This project, which is part of the
previous comprehensive study, inves-
tigates the attitudes and values of
culturally deprived, gifted children
enrolled in the special high school
programs. The development and

changes in attitudes of these children
(during their enrollment in the
school) are the subject of a longitu-
dinal study which will include a com-
parison with control groups. This
sub-project is directed by Prof. M.
Smilansky, assisted by David Nevo

(Schiffenbauer). Dr. Joseph Levin is

the statistical and methodological
consultant.
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EVALUATIVE STUDIES

The following group of studies is concerned with evaluating various aspects
of the Israeli educational system. The information collected in these studies
is being utilized by the Ministry of Education and Culture to improve exist-
ing programs and to help in the planning of new educational services.

The Szold Institute is particularly well situated to conduct this type of
study as the long history of cooperation between the Institute and the
Ministry of Education and Culture has helped to establish a close working
relationship. At the same time, the Institute, being an independant body,
can be more objective in determining the success of the programs than if the
evaluation was done by these who are responsible for the implementation
of the programs.

13. The Extended School Day.

An extended school day program was
initiated by the Ministry of Educa-
tion and Culture to meet the special
needs of immigrant children or child-
ren from lower socio-economic classes.
In practice, the school week is leng-
thened on the average by an addi-
tional seven to eleven hoursdepend-
ing upon the age of the child. The
extra hours of school are used for
supervised individual study, addi-
tional subject hours and individual
tutoring, and extra-curricular activi-
ties.

A study of the extended school day
program was begun in the fall of
1965. The purpose of the preliminary

investigation was to gather statisti-
cal information which might aid in
describing how the extended school
day program operates. The problem
was approached from several points
of view. (1) An examination assess-
ing achievement in vocabulary and
arithmetic was administered at the
beginning and at the end of the
school year. This test was given to a
sample of third grade classes and a
group of fifth grade classes. The ex-
perimental group was defined here as
those children who had participated
in the extended school day program
during the past three years. For
purposes of comparison a group of
children in both the third grade and
the fifth grade were drawn from the



culturally disadvantaged school pop-
ulation. (2) Information was ga-
thered from the files of the Ministry
of Education regarding the teachers
and principals of the school in which
the extended school day program was
in use. Information was collected
concerning the number of years of
experience the teachers had in teach-
ing, the number of years the princi-
pals had been in the particular school,
the place of residence of the faculty
and administration (in the same
neighborhood as the school or not),
etc. (3) A questionnaire was sent to
the principals of all the schools in-
volved in the program asking their
opinions about the administrative
problems relating to the program, the
value of various specific aspects of
the program and other general or
specific problems which exist relative
to the operation of the extended
school day program. (4) Information
was obtained about the curriculum
and the progress of the classes and

x141:

le&

77-7107-4,77

individual students within the classes.
(5) Observations were made in the
classes of the above-mentioned sample
to ascertain to what extent the pu-
pils were trained to work indepen-
dently and to cooperate in group ac-
tivities.

This project was conducted by
Naomi Glickstein and Yosef Yam of
the Szold Institute. The Ministry of
Education and Culture financed and
cooperated in the project. The results
of the preliminary study pointed to
the need to identify various patterns
of the extended school day in the
schools of the newly developed im-
migrant settlements.

This research is being extended by
Dr. Rafael Lewy, who has worked
out a comprehensive proposal to mea-
sure the effectiveness of the extended
school day which, by now, has been
introduced into 2700 classes all over
the country. Moshe Forti is his as-
sistant.

The present task is to enlarge the
first phase of investigation taking
into account:
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(a) the fact that some schools
might not have implemented
the program as it was intend-
ed.

(b) the possibility that the results
become evident only at later
phases of primary education.



(c) the possibility that the achieve-
ment measures might not be
sensitive enough to detect
changes over the short period
of time (one year).

(d) the possibility that there are
other aspects besides achieve-
ment which must be taken in-
to account.

The literature regarding culturally
deprived children and the respective
cultural and educational problems has
been surveyed. As a result, it has been
decided to base the second phase of
the "extended school day" investiga-
tion on the following principles: (A)
measurement of motivation, (B)
measurement of integration, (C) so-
ciometry, (D) achievement in langu-
age and arithmetic, (E) teachers'
attitudes, (F) parents' attitudes, and
(G) truancy rate.

The rationals on which this pro-
posal is based is :

(a) Intensified tutoring, instruc-
tion and individual treatment
of children increases academic
motivation.

(b) Increased opportunity of pu-
pil-teacher interaction impro-
ves social and personal inte-
gration.

(c) Extended school services im-
prove parental attitudes to-
ward education in general, and
toward the school in particu-

lar, which in turn influences
the child's level of aspiration
and achievement.

(d) Extending school services in-
crease the "holding power" of
the school.

(e) Failures to attain educational
goals may be partly explained
by teachers' attitudes toward
culturally deprived children
and toward the "extended
school day" program.

(f) Significant achievement differ-
ences will be easier to deter-
mine the longer the program
is in operation.

A

The research will be a longitudinal
multilevel project starting at the
fourth grade. The children will be
followed through the eighth grade.
Two experimentally manipulated
groups will be given programs em-
phasizing each of the two major as-
pects of the extended school day pro-
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gram. One group will receive a pro-
gram stressing social-developmental
and extra curricular activities under
assumptions b, c, and d outlined
above. The second group will devote
the extra hours to study and instruc-
tion in subject matters which are an
extension of the regular formal cur-
riculum.

A third groupnot participating in

the extended school daywill be .:sed
as a control group. Furthermore,
groups will be divided according to
type of settlement and type of school.

Tests will be given at one year
intervals. Analysis of the data will
take into account socio-economic sta-
tus and intelligence. The duration of

the investigation will be five years.

14. Ability Grouping

Perhaps the most sweeping and ima-
ginative effort initiated by the Mi-
nistry of Education and Culture to
meet the challenge posed by the in-
creasingly large number of culturally
deprived children in the elementary
schools is the ability grouping pro-
ject. Children in grades 6 through 8

are assigned to one of three classes
most appropriate to their level of

attainment and intellectual potential,
for English, arithmetic and Hebrew
classes only. Introduced over the last
four years, the "Hakbatza"a va-
riant of homogeneous ability group-

ingnow exists in over 400 elemen-
tary schools.

A preliminary study has been con-
ducted in which differences in the
achievement of sixth and seventh
graders in Hebrew and arithmetic
were scrutinized. During this phase,
a battery of tests was adopted and
standardized. In preparation for an
expanded study, socio-cultural factors
and attitudinal measures which might
conceivably influence achievement

were examined.

On the basis of this early trial, a
proliferated project has been designed
which will take into account the ef-

t.
p / .
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fects of ability grouping, not only on
achievement, but on social adjust-
ment, self-perception, and classroom
climate as well. The Institute has
been sensitive to thu desire of the
Ministry of Education and Culture
to analyze and evaluate social and

personal consequences of differential
pupil placement in addition to its

contribution to cognitive advance-
ment.

Dr. Don Well, as principal investi-
gator of the study, has benefited
from the exploratory work imple-

mented under the direction of Dr.

Raphael Lewy with the assistance of
Moshe Forti. An additional resource
is the consultative service rendered
by Dr. Arieh Lewy in his capacity
as advisor for research matters to
the officials of the Ministry.

Major objectives of the study are:

(a) to evaluate the grouping pro-
gram under actual and opti-

mal field conditions; and
(b) to examine the relative contri-

butions of limited class size
and homogeneity of classroom
composition on the aforemen-
tioned categories of variables,
i.e.:

1. growth in achievement and abi-
lity in the designated subject
areas;

2. social and group integration,
measured principally by socio-
metric techniques;

3. individual adjustment and self-
evaluation as defined by a self-
perception inventory; and

4. the quality of teacher-pupil in-

teraction, data to be gathered
in the main by observation of
class proceedings and interpret-
ed in terms of classroom cli-
mate.

Four classroom settings will be

compared: (a) the small, homogen-
eous class; (b) the small, heterogen-
eous class; (c) the large, homo-
geneous class; and (d) the large,
heterogeneous class.

Thus, in summary, the study is ex-
perimental and longitudinal. Dura-
tion of the project will be five years
with interim reports issued at annual

intervals.

15. Achievement Tests and Survey
of Achievement in Elementary
Schools.

The Ministry of Education and Cul-
ture, which has financed this project
together with the Office of Education
of the U. S. Department of Health.
Education and Welfare, has requested
that the Institute prepare a battery
of diagnostic achievement tests for
the elementary schools. This request
was motivated by several considera-

tions. First, for many years the
schools have been wo:eking according
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to a detailed official curriculum de-
signed by the Ministry and obligatory
in all regular elementary schools.
The effectiveness of this curriculum
and the extent to which it is actually
implemented as designed in the
schools have not been evaluated. Se-
condly, the Ministry wishes to pro-
vide the teachers with an objective
and efficient tool for measuring the
results of their work. Thirdly, the
great heterogeneity within the pupil
populationwhich results from the
mass immigration of families from
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countries of widely differing cultural
patternsand the presumed diffffer-
ences in the level of schools in dif-
ferent types of localities, as well as
the problems stemming from the need
to train thousands of teachers for a
rapidly and constantly enlarging edu-

cational network, make necessary an
objective evaluation of the element-
ary school's work and problems.

Dr. S. Smilansky and Shalom Zir-

lin of this Institute, together with

Professor A. L. Guttman of the Is-
rael Institute of Applied Social Re-

search, prepared diagnostic achieve-

ment tests for the following subjects
and grades: reading, language and
arithmetic for the sixth and eighth
grades; English for the eighth grade;
and geography of Israel for the sixth

grade.

Because of the heterogeneity of the
pupil population, the sample include
from ten to twelve thousand pupils
in each grade level. The pupils were
also given verbal and non-verbal in-

telligence tests. The data have been
processed and the results have been
submitted to the Ministry of Edu-
cation and Welfare. The tests and a
special guide for administration and
evaluation have been distributed to
supervisors of elementary schools for
diagnostic purposes.

16. Assessment Instrument for 'Post-
elementary Schools.A Battery
of Tests for General Educational
Development.
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This study, as well as the following
one is concerned with the evaluation
of achievement and the development
of indices for selecting pupils at the
secondary school level. These studies
are being directed by Dr. Joseph Le-
vin of the Szold Institute and Joseph
Bentwich of the Ministry of Educa-
tion & Culture. Dalit Ormion was the



project's assistant. The study is

financed by the United States Office
of Education. A battery of six tests
is now in th final stage of prepara-
tion. The battery includes achieve-
ment tests (English and mathema-
tics) and tests of general educational
development (science, social studies,
reading comprehension of social stu-
dies material and reading comprehen-
sion of literature).

At present an item analysis of pre-
test data has been completed. The
second stage of the project consists
of a re-evaluation of reliability, con-
struction of norms and collection of
validation data. Normative data are
being compiled and preliminary vali-
dation data will soon be available.
Systematic validation and cross va-
lidation will require a long-term fol-
low-up study.

17. Post-elementary Education of
Children born in 1947.

This survey will include all types of
post-elementary education, including
vocational schools and the occupa-
tional choices of school drop-outs.
The objectives of the research are:

1) to collect data for the construc-
tion of educational expectancy
tables for various types of
schools including schools of vo-
cational training;

2) to collect data for estimating
the supply of manpower in va-
rious occupations;

3) to analyze the data in terms of
geographical region, and types
of settlement (urban, rural) in
order to improve the precision
of the predictions to supply da-
ta for school planning;

4) to investigate geographical mo-
bility and occupational change;

5) to analyze the data in terms of
the following variables:
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(a) parents' country of origin,
(b) father's occupation, (c)
father's and mother's educa-
tion, (d) economic level of the
family, (e) size of family, (f)
sex of the subject, (g) subject's
score on the National Scholas-
tic Aptitude Test (Seker), (h)
level of economic, occupational
and educational aspirations, (i)
attitudes to school, education
and work, (j) the role of voca-
tional guidance institutions.



Analysis of these variableE, will be
employed to determine the factors
affecting scholastic attainment and
vocational choice. The sample in-
cludes 8,000 youngsters. Background
data for each child is available from
the National Scholastic Merit Ex-
amination ("Seker") records. Addi-
tional background data as well as
data concerning post-elementary edu-
cation or work will be obtained from
a mailed questionnaire. A return rate
of 80-85 percent is expected.

1
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This investigation is, in part, a re-
plication of a previous study. How-
ever, the current project is wider in
scope and includes additional va-
riables. The results will provide in-
formation for educational planning,
building educational facilities and de-
termining policies regarding voca-
tional training. A partial solution to
the problem of school dropouts may
be the development of educational
facilities adapted to the abilities and
needs of the pupils; this will also
elevate the general level of educa-

tion. The proposed survey will supply
relevant information for these pur-
poses.

This study, which is being directed
by Dr. Joseph Levin of the Institute,
assisted by Naomi Doron, has just
begun. The anticipated date of com-
pletion is 1968.

18. Indices for Selection of Programs
in Secondary Education.

This study, which is to be conducted
by Dr. Joseph Levin, assisted by
Naomi Doron, will investigate some
social and psychological factors re-
lated to scholastic achievement,
school failure, program choices and
vocational decisions. The factors to
be studied are family background,
social environment, values, attitudes,
personality dynamics, and their in-
fluences on the above variables. In-
formation will be gathered through
questionnaires, and during structured
interviews conducted with children,
their parents, teachers, and employ-
ers. Data concerning each geographi-
cal region will be obtained from mu-
nicipalities, the Ministry of Labor
and the Central Bureau of Statistics.
In order to facilitate cross cultural
comparisons as well as to provide
information relevant to educational
policy and planning in Israel, the
schedule developed by B. S. Bloom,
et al. will be utilized for the parents'
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interviews. This schedule includes the
following variables:

1) Standard information data (pa-
rents' occupations, number of
children, etc.) ;

2) achievement press;

3) language models;

4) academic guidance;

5) activeness of the family;

6) intellectuality in the home;

7) work habits in the family.

The following variables will be added:

8) economic aspects;

9) attitudes toward scholastic
achievement and occupational
activity;

10) social values related to social
obligations and to adjustment
to a society in transition (e.g.
expressions of hostility, with-
drawal, identification with ins-
titutions, etc.) ;

11) aspects of family relationships
(location of authority), types
of discipline used in the family,
kinds and frequency of rewards.

19. Training in Vocational Schools
and Demands of Modern Tech-
nology.

The aims of this project are: to
evaluate the curriculum of vocational
training schools; compare it to pre-
sent, and forecasted industrial de-
mands; to determine what kinds of
trades are now required by industry;
and to determine what the future in-
dustrial needs for workers will be.
Consultants to the project have been
drawn from industry, education, and
industrial sociology. The objective of
the study is to determine what mo-
difications in vocational training are
necessary to provide workers who are
adequately prepared for their jobs
and at the same time so trained that
during the course of their working
life they will be able to accept and
utilize further training in order to
keep apace with technological ad-
vances.
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This study, is directed by Rina
Doron of the Institute and Alexander

Liederer, Eng. N consultant. It is
financed by the U.S. Office of Edu-
cation, and is being conducted in

several stages.
For stage one the research tools are

being prepared and experts in indus-

try and vocational education are be-
ing consulted in order to define edu-

cational objectives of vocational

school curriculum for the metal, me-

chanical, and electrical trades. For
ensuing stages information is being

gathered from job descriptions cur-
rently in use in technologically deve-

loped countries in order to determine
the information and training necessa-
ry for performing various industrial
jobs. This information is used as the

basis for a questionnaire which is
administered to industrial engineers
to determine the relevancy of certain
educational objectives and the kind
of knowledge needed to perform spe-
cific jobs.

The information gathered in this
study will be used to make recom-
mendations regarding vocational cur-

riculum needs in light of current and

projected industrial demands.

20. Conformity and Non-Conformity

of Girls to Religious Standards.

The Institute was requested, by the
Ministry of Education and Culture,

to investigate the factors which in-
fluence religious self-image of girls
who attend state religious schools.
In contrast to other schools, the re-

ligious school provides additional

time for teaching religious topics,

and through the provision of an ap-
propriate atmosphere, tries to streng-

then the religious attitudes and va-
lues of its students.

This investigation, conducted by

Sam Rackover, Yoel Yinon, and Rif-
ka Arad, is now in its pilot stage.
The conformity to, or deviation from
the standards set by the home and
school is being studied. To determine

the reasons for such behavior the

religious values, observances, and

self-versus -other-images of the girls

are being collected and analyzed.
Data on the influences of school,
home, 4riends as well as socialization

and the girls' behavior are being

gathered through questionnaires and

structured interviews with the teach-
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ers, the girls and their mothers.
Consistancies and discrepancies be-
tween the variables and sources of
information are being sought.

To date, data has been collected in
two age groups: 13-14 and 17-18
years of age, and analysis of the
results is proceeding.



INFORMAL EDUCATION

It is the opinion of the members of this Institute that the process of educa-

tion takes place not only in the classroom or in formal educational frame-

works, but can take place in all places and at all times, and at all ages.

This broad interpretation of the area of educational research has lead to

the development and implementation of an interdisciplinary approach in

our researches as well as investigations of many and various aspects of

life in our society. While not all of the studies in this section are directly

applied, they all have the goal of eventually helping to solve the problems

facing us today.

21. Youth Program Study.

A comprehensive study of informal
education in Israel, with special em-

phasis on the Gadna Youth Corps

Program (a semi-military organiza-

tion), was begun in 1964. It is being

directed by Professor J. W. Eaton of

the University of Pittsburgh School

of Social Work in cooperation with
Michael Chen of the Szold Institute.

The aim is to identify leadership
techniques employed to help adoles-

cents learn adult roles. Youth move-

ments, "Gadna", "Chinuch Mashliin"

and other programs were examined

to discover how they approach im-
portant learning problems of adoles-

cence, such as the acquisition of
work habits, leisure time skills and
preparation for national service. In-

[ 41 ]

eluded in the study were youngsters

who left high school, who were de-
linquent, or who tended to rebel

against the "old ways" of their pa-
rents. Special attention was given to

leadership selection and training. The

findings will be analyzed with refe-

rence to comparable problems in the

United States.
Two basic questionnaires were con-

structed. One was administered to

all the instructors of such programs

in the country; the other to three
samples of youths: those undergoing

leadership training courses of the
"Gadna" ; a sample of adolescents in

Holon (a middle-sized city) ; and

children of families "known" to the
Department of Social Welfare.

The youth leaders' questionnaires

included descriptive data about the



level of education, the participation
of the instructors in "Gadna" and
youth movements, and the conditions
of their work, such as the number of
hours per week and whether their
work is voluntary or paid. Attitudes
of the instructors about their own
training were also investigated. In-
structors were questioned about their
reactions to various social problems
which arise in groups, e.g. the action
to be taken about a member who
had been apprehended in a theft.
The instructors also were asked to
discuss difficulties and satisfaction in
their work along with their future
career plans. The questionaire to
youths dealt with their experience

4,
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in youth movements, "Gadna", career
plans and related attitudes.

The field research phase was as-
sisted by Dalith Ormian and Chana
Wiener. A special study of training
programs for youth leaders was con-
ducted by Nundi Israeli. The statis-
tical analysis and interpretation of
the results is now in process at the
University of Pittsburgh.

22. Youth Culture in a Middle-sized
Israeli Urban Community (Ho-
lon).

Michael Chen conducted this study
and Professor Eaton was consultant
to the project. Funds were provided
by the "G. Yosphtal Foundation" of
Israel. The various manifestations of
youth culture were investigated in
the previously mentioned informal
organizations, but from the stand-
point of the factors which differen-
tiate the members of each group from
the members of other organizations,
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and the active from the non-active

members and non-members. The edu-

cational impact of the different
frameworks upon their members was
also studiefl.

e ,

's

All the previously collected infor-
mation was made available and addi-
tional information was gathered on
the social background, future plans,
educational experiences and achieve-
ment as well as "social activities" of

all graduates of elementary schools

in Holon in 1963. Their subsequent
activities were ascertained through
1966 when additional information
was collected on their educational
experiences, social habits and atti-
tudes, modified plans for the future
as well as their value orientations
and political opinions.

The data is now being analyzed and
the report will be published next

year.

23. A Study of Drop-outs from the
Youth Aliyah "Mechinot" Pro-

gram.

The Youth Aliyah Department of the
Jewish Agency operates an educa-

tional program for young immig-

rants.

Those 13 and 14 years olds from

the lowest socio-economic and cul-

tural levels who joined the program
in 1961, were sent to a special course
at Ramat Hadassah. Those who were
found to be severely retarded in their
school work (but not mentally re-
tarded), as well as socially malad-
justed, participated in special classes
whose purpose was to bring the
group to an equal level of achieve-
ment. They then continued their
education in a work-and-study pro-
gram in a Kibbutz.

r,
0.
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Professor Martin Wolins, of the
University of California, Berkeley, in-

vestigated this group as part of an
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international cross-cultural study of
boys and girls being educated in
boarding schools. The Szold Institute
collected the data for this study while
simultaneously gathering information
on the children who left the program.
This was done at the request of the
Jewish Agency, which was interested
in finding: the causes of the drop-
ping out; the academic, social and
economic fate of the drop-outs; and
their attitudes and values. The ef-
fectiveness of the program will be
evaluated through the comparison of
the two groupsthose that remain -
Professor Wolin's study, and those
that leaveour study.

The data for both groups includes
intelligence tests, Thematic Apper-
ception, value questionnaires and in-

terviews. Analysis of the information
collected is proceeding in both Jeru-
salem and California. Dr. Chanan
Rapaport, Rifka Arad and Tamar
Kook are responsible for this end of
the research.

24. Deviant and Criminal Behavior
of Children Below the Age of
Nine.

Criminal responsibility in Israel be-
gin at age nine; below this age the
child is not legally accountable for
anything which he may do. At the
age of nine he comes under the res-
ponsibility of the Juvenile Court and

a special arm of the Ministry of Wel-
farethe Juvenile Probation Service,
where again there are rigorous re-
strictions on the treatments they can
apply.

At the request of the National
Committee for Control and Preven-
tion of Delinquency and the Ministry

of Welfare, the Institute undertook
to ascertain and delineate the causes
and severity of deviant behavior of
children under the age of legal res-
ponsibility. Dr. Menachem Amir, the
criminologist directing this project,
with the assistance of David Nevo,
conducted a preliminary survey of
the extent of recidivism of children
whose first offense was committed
before the age of nine; this was re-
stricted to a group of children in
the Jerusalem area. Statistical analy-
sis of .the data showed that among
those who had been apprehended for
some criminal offense before the age
of legal responsibility, about 40 per-
cent were known to have continued
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to commit offenses after the age of
nine. However, if we assume that not
all criminal behavior is recorded in
the police files and that not all early
offenders are apprehended in their
later criminal acts, then the extent
of recidivism increases quite consider-
ably.

The analysis of the types of of-
fenses committed by these children
indicated that ninety percent of the
offenses committed by this group
were offenses against property. The
conclusion reached on the basis of
the data from the preliminary study
is that even at an early age there is
a pattern to the delinquent behavior
of children which tends to continue
with consistency in terms of the type
of offense.

It was decided to extend the survey
to cover the nation; the police files of
rill children eight years of R,ge or
younger, who committed offenses in
1965 were collected and analyzed by
Dr. Amir with the assistance of Da-

vid Max. This, the first study of its
kind in the world, will provide the
basis of a longitudinal investigation.

The information collected this year
is being analyzed to determine the
type of offense and how it is related
to family background, place of resi-
dence, and other relevant data found
in the files.

Additional data has been collected
from the Juvenile Probation Service
on a sample of the children who were
also registered there. This will pro-
vide preliminary information for an
intensive medical and psychological
investigation of child offenders.

25. Predicting Juvenile Delinquency.

Early identification and treatment of
delinquent tendencies and delinquen-
cy-producing situations permits the
design and execution of realistic con-
trol a nd treatment efforts. Screening
methods, utilized by trained person-
nel in the school, could select those
children in need of help and direct
them to the appropriate treatment
program. Referral would be made to
those agencies which would assume
responsibility for the various aspects
of the delinquency-control program.
The resulting coordination of services
would ensure the efficient use of both
professional personnel and money.

The present study constitutes an
attempt to determine if the Glueck
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Social Prediction Table expanded and
adapted to Israel is applicable to
a population of Israeli boys. If so, it
will provide a valuable diagnostic tool
and will identify the family and ex-

,

tra-familiar situation that produce
maladjustment which may be expres-
sed as juvenile delinquency. Selma
Glick of New York University is
consultant, and the project will be
under the direct supervision of Dr.
Menachem Amir and in cooperation
with Prof. Israel Drapkin, Head of
the Institute of Criminology of the
Hebrew University.

26. Pedophilia.

This criminological study investigated
the characteristics of persons com-

mitting sex offenses against young
girls (Pedophilia). The characteris-
tics and reactions of their victims

were also investigated along with the
circumstances and the nature of the
offense. The study is based on police

files; all complaints of sex offenses,
during 1965, against girls below the
age of 15 were investigated. Consi-

deration is being given to the com-
parison between those cases where
the offender was apprehended and
those instances where they were not
caught.

This the first study of its kind in
Israel, although there have been some
case-study reports, and it was re-
quested by the Ministry of Education
to enable the development of educa-
tional preventive programs for the
school system. The project was in-
itiated by Dr. Menachem Amir and
was carried out under his direction.

27. Community Action Programs.

On the basis of an intensive study of
delinquency in Israel and abroad, and
of i,he literature dealing with its
co,trol and prevention, Dr. Menachem
Amir prepared a community action
program for the control and preven-
tion of juvenile delinquency. The pro-
posals will first be implemented in
two communities in order to demon-
strate their effectiveness. The major
objectives are: to institute a commu-
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nity organization in the target loca-
lities that will gain the support and
active participation of the local re-
sidents; and to integrate and then
evaluate the efficacy of the various
services, including treatment pro-

grams, which are aimed at meeting
the individual and collective needs of
children and youth.

In the first stage of this three year
project a series of ecological and ci e-
mographic surveys will be executed
to locate target localities and popu-
lations, and will provide the base
against which the effectiveness of
proposals can be measured. Further,
they will enable the selection of ap-
propriate structural arrangements
which will be used to introduce and
carry out the community wide pro-
gram. Then the innovations will be
put into effect.

Proposals we also directed toward
pre-delinquents, first offenders, re-
peaters, serious offenders and the
communities in which they live. A

diagnostic unit will handle the child-

ren who are referred to them by the
family, school, police, probation ser-
vice, and other community organiza-

tions. This unit will diagnose the
child's problem and refer him to the

proper treatment program and make
recommendations as to the legal dis-

position of the case. The local resi-

dents will be involved in planning
and treating the cases so that they
will become involved in the effort to
improve their community. The maxi-

mization of community self-help ac-
tivities is expected to develop a body

of indigenous volunteer leadership.
Various activities will be planned

to prevent deivient behavior through
individual and group supportive the-
rapy with problematic groups such as
scholastically retarded children and
their parents.

Immediate treatment will be given
to the delinquents, especially the first

offenders, to reduce the possibility
of permanent negative consequences.

.2,
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Disturbed children and recidivists
will undergo a long term rehabilita-
tion program.

The final phase of the project will
1,e devoted to evaluating the various
activities and will test the essential
theme that a community wide pro-
gram with coordination of services
and a unitary goal, can attain effec-
tive programs to achieve common ob-
:,ectives.

28. Training of Mentally Retarded
Children.

The Szold Institute called for the es-
tablishment of a day-center for train-
able mentally retarded pre-school
children in order to demonstrate the
realization of intellectual and person-

al-social potential of these children.
The two groups of twenty mentally
retarded children currently enrolled
in the program meet in special class-
rooms equipped to minimize the am-
ount of distracting stimulation while
at the same time, providing the
opportunity for self-sufficient and
independent play. A special feature
of this program is the use of music
and rhythmics to encourage better
motor coordination, develop listening
habits and increase the attention
span.

Another innovation is the parent
guidance therapy program whose
purpose is to help the parents accept
their children and to have them set
reasonable standards of behavior for
their children. Insight into and un-
derstanding of their child's potential-
ities and deficiencies are imparted so
that the parents can participate in
attaining the goal of the training
program through their interaction
with the child at home.

The staff and facilities *If the pro-
ject have been provided Lay the Je-
rusalem Association for Mentally Re-
tarded Children, the Municipality of
Jerusalem and the Ministries of Edu-
cation and Welfare.

The research program which the
Institute is to conduct will study the
effects of the program on the rate
an .1 extent of development of the
children involved in the program, the
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effects of the parents' participation
on their acceptance of their children,
and the influence of positive attitudes
on the subsequent development of the
children.

29. Guidance and Vocational Cons
selling.

At the request of the National Insti-
tute for. Guidance and Vocational
Counselling, Marcia Froimson of this
Institute prepared a report of the
literature in these fields. The report
is a survey of representative research
conducted in the past ten years in
counselling and guidance. Topics co-
vered include a definition of the field,
descriptions of counselor characteris-
tics, and a critical discussion of re-
search findings concerning the rolfs-
the counselor and the counseling pro-
cess. Studies of interactions between
the objectives and motivations of the
client and counselor's style are re-

C

4/
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ported. A section of the report in-
cludes studies of the er..4tiveness of
counseling in various settings and
studies evaluating the goals of coun-
seling and criteria used to determine
effectiveness. The final section of the
survey deals with counseling and oc-
cupational choice as it relates to the
individual's readiness to make an oc-
cupational choice and the informa-
tional and motivational basis upon
which such choices are made. In this
connection some opin'ans regarding
the effectiveness of selection tech-
niques within the educational system
are presented. In the summary, men-
tion is made of critical reviews of re-
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search methodology in the field of
counseling and guidance. Major cri-
ticisms of counseling and guidance
research are that it is frequently me-
thodologically insignificant and that
it is not directed towards providing
practical solutions to problems in the
field.

30. A Geostatistical Segregation In-
dex.

This project by Joseph Yarn is an
attempt to solve some of the prac-
tical problems in geostatistics. In
educational statistics one encounters
many geostatistical series (i.e. series
classified by one geographical va-
riable at least), such as the distribu-
tion of pupils according to settlement
and type of school. Several methods
for analytical as well as detailed des-
cription of geostatistical series have
been suggested, such as the Gini Con-
centration Index, the Potential Me-
thod, several segregation indices,
standard distance, etc. While the lat-
ter seems inadequate, the former
three methods have serious short-
comings; e.g. the Gini index is "va-
riant under partition of the territory
into regions", thus giving consider-
ably different values for the same

distribution, depending on the speci-
fic way one devides the relevant ter-
ritory, In a previous paper* Joseph
Yam suggested a. demographic model
which (1) yields a concentration in-
dex, and (2) suggests a modified
"potential method" for detailed an-
alysis; both are free from the short-
comings of the conventional methods.
The research is continuing in order
to construct a segregation index bas-
ed on the very same model. An effi-
'dent IBM-7040 program enables ra-
pid calculations at low cost. The se-
gregation index, which is to measure
the degree of concentration of a sub-
population relative to a given popu-
lation has the following advantages,
inter alia: (1) It has a demographic
interpretation; (2) It is related to
the Lorenz curve in economics and
to the Cost-Utility approach; (3) It
is "invariant under partition of ter-
ritory into regions"; (4) It is well
defined mathematically: (5) It is sen-
sitive to the configuration under an-
alysis.

No conventional method has all
these advantages combined.

* Research in Geostatistical Methods. M.A.
Thesis, The Hebrew University, Jerusa-
'em, 1966.
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STUDIES IN THE PLANNING OR INITIAL STAGES

1. Teaching of reading and other methods of intellectual development in
development of pre-school children.

2. Prejudice and stereotypes among ethnic groups in the school system;
the influence on socialization and learning : in heterogenous vs. homo-
genous classes.

3. Irregular attendance in the school system.
4. The work of the teach -r and psychologist within the school system and

problems of communication between them.
5. Gymnastics and sports in the middle of the s ..hool day and its influence

on class behavior.
6. The influence of equal environment upon children from ",Ifferent" ethnic

groups in the Kibbutz (a communal settlement) .
7. Developing a battery of group tests for preventive work in mental health

within the elementary and secondary school system.
8. A follow up study of graduates of 17 rational high schools.
9. The unattached youth, aged 14 to 18, who neither works nor studies.

10. Aspirations, schooling and school-leaving in secondary education.
11. In-service training of teachers : attitudes and aspirations.
12. Role identification of teachers and termination of their teaching careers.
13. Counseling in the employment bureaux, its validity and applicability.
14. The influence -f bureaucratic institutions on economic entrepreneurs.
15. Expectations, frustrations and violence of citizens in a welfare state.
16. The theater: its use for speading social values.
17. Sport activities within a working framework (within a day's work) and

its influence on human relations and productivity.
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PUBLICATIONS OF THE SZOLD INSTITUTE

The Szold Institute edits and publishes a wide range of printed materials.
At the professional level the Institute is responsible for the publication of

Megamot the leading Israeli journal in education, psychology, and sociology.

Megamot has been published consecutively since 1949. To date, 17 volumes

have been published. The quarterly issues of this journal inc-ude summaries

of research done by the Institute and other research agencies or individual
workers, the critical papers in psychology, sociology, rid education, and
translations of relevant articles printed in foreign professional journals. The

Institute also publishes in Hebrew original books and monographs or tran-

slations of works of professional interest.

In addition to professional publications the Institute publishes, in cooper-

ation with the Ministry of Education and Culture, the following series of
pamphlets intended to meet the needs of teachers and leaders of school clubs,

community centers, and youth movements:
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1. Library for Complmentary Education.

This series of pamphlets is edited to meet the needs of leaders of school
clubs and community centers who have had no special training for their
work. The material is generally of a practical nature with content geared to
meet the interests of culturally deprived children who participate in these
groups.

2. Library for Social Education.

This series of pamphlets is designed for the use of teachers in secondary
schools who lead interest groups or provide supplementary education. The
articles are of topical interests of a diverse naturetheater, music, fine arts,
literature, and political, historical and social issues.

3. Pro and Con.

This is a bi-monthly magazine which provides material for citizenship edu-
cational programs in formal and informal educational settings. The format
of this publication is similar to that of a newspaper or periodical. Each
article is designed to show differen4- aspects of, and different approaches to
the issue under discussion. For each subject (internal policy, economics, art,
youth problems, etc.) background information, questions, summaries, c.nd
points kr discussion are provided for use in group discussion.
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LIST OF PUBLICATIONS

BOOKS AND MONOORAPFS: (in Hebrew)
* Adar, L., and Orr, L., : Follow-up of Graduates from Teachers' and Kinder-

garten Teachers' Training Colleges, 1962.
Bowiby, J.: Separation from the Mother and Its Influence on the Child's

Development (abridged translation of the report to W.H.O. ), 1957.

Cohen-Raz, R.: As Other Boys : Rehabilitation of Disturbed Youngsters

in a Youth Aliyah Group, 1963, 120 p.
Chen, Michael and Schiffenbauer, David: A survey of leisure-time activities

of secondary school children in Israel, 1964.
Chen, M. (ed.) : Adjustment of Youth to Israeli Society: Summary of a

Symposium, 1961, 96 p.
Doron, Rina : A follow up of vocational school graduates, 1965.

* Feitelson, D.: Causes of Scholastic Failure in First Grade, 1953.

* Feurstein, R., and Richelle M.,: Children of the Mellah : The Education of

Young Immigrants from Moroccan Ghettoes, 1963, 240 p.

* Frankenstein, C.: The Significance of the Concept of Cause in the Study

of Juvenile Delinquency, 1956, 81 p.
Frankenstein, C.: Poverty, Disturbance and Primitivity, 1957, 215 p.

* Glueck, S. and E.C., Cohen, A.K., Scott, D.H., Tappan, P.W., Friedlandler, K.:

Some Approaches to the Etiology of Juvenile Delinquency (translation

of selected papers by those authors), 1958, 85 p.

Gluckstein, Naomi and Yam, Joseph: The implementation of the Extended

School-day Program in schools for culturally disadvantaged children

(June 1966).
Orr, L.: Follow-up of Students Who Completed Eighth Grade and Con-

tinued in High School, 1957.
Orr, Lea : A follow up study of elementary school graduates in secondary

education. (August 1964).
* Ortar, G.: Psychological Testing, 1952.

* out of print.
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* Rotem, J. (ed.) : Mothercraft Guide, 1953.
* Slayson, S.R., T awes, L.N., Bettleheim, B., Loosli-Usteri, M., Allen, F.H. :

Psychotherapy with Children: Six Case Studies (translation of selected
papers), 1954, 8.1 p.

Smilansky, M.: The Social Implications of the Educational Structure in
Israel, 1957, 92 p.

Smilansky, M., Burg, B., and T. Kriger: Experiment in Cultural Enrich-
ment and Preparation for Secondary Education of Gifted Pupils in
Schools for Disadvantaged Children, Technical Report No. 1 (March,
1965).

Smilansky, Moshe, D. Nevo (Schiffenbauer), and S. Marbach: Identificazion
and intellectual advancement of gifted culturally disadvantaged youth
in post-elementary education. (October, 1966).

Smilansky, S.: Technical Report on the Countrywide Survey of Mentally
Retarded Children, 1961.

Smilansky, S.: An Experiment to Promote Cognitive Abilities, Impart
Basic Information and Modify Attitudes of Pre-School, Culturally De-
prived Children Through the Development and Improvement of their
Socio-Dramatic Free Play (mimeo).

* Towle, C.: Common Human Needs (Principles of Social Work) (transla-
tion), 1951.

Yam, Joseph: A Summary of Matriculation Examinations of Vocational
Schools in Israel in 1963.

Yam, Joseph: A Summary of Matriculation Examinations of Vocational
Schools in Israel in 1964.

(In English)
Amir, Menachem : Community Action Programs for the Control and Pre-

vention of Delinquency. A Critical Analysis of the Literature with
Special Reference to Israel, July 1966.

Bentwich J., J. Levin and D. Ormian: A Battery of Tests or General Educ-
ational Development for Post-Elementary Schools.

Frankenstein, C. (ed.) : Child Care in Israel, 1950.
Frankenstein, C. (eu.) : Between Past and Future: Essays and Studies on

Aspects of Immigrant Absorption in Israel, 1953, 335 p.

* out of print
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Froimson Marcia: Current Issues in Counseling.
Smilansky M., D. Nevo (Schiffenbauer) and S. Marbach : Identification and

Intellectual Advancement of Gifted Culturally Disadvantaged Youth
in Post-Elementary Education Technical Report No. 1. October, 1966.

Smilansky, M. Weintraub, S. and Hanegby, Y. (eds.) : Child and Youth Wel-
fare in Israel, 1960, 334 p.

Smilansky, M., Burg, B., and T. Kriger: Experiment in Cultural Enrichment
and Preparation for Secondary Education of Gifted Pupils in Schools for
Disadvantaged Children, Technical Report No. 1 (March, 1965).

Smilansky, S.: Technical Report on the Countrywide Survey of Mentally
Retarded Children, 1961 (mimeo).

Smilansky, S.: A Program to Demonstrate Ways of Using a Year of Kinder-
garten to Promote Cognitive Abilities, Impart Basic Information and
Modify Attitudes which are Essential for Scholastic Success of Culturally
Deprived in the First Two Years of School (mimeo).

Smilansky, S.: An Experiment to Promote Cognitive Abilities, Impart Basic
Information and Modify Attitudes of Pre-School, Culturally Deprived
Children Through the Development and Improvement of their Socio-
Dramatic Free Play (mimeo).

Smilansky, S. and M.: Bases of Intellectual Advancement of Culturally Dis-
advantaged Children (A revision of a paper presented at the 71th. Annual
Research Roundup of Children and Youth at the University of California,

Los Angeles, July, 1965) (mimeo).

The following material, published by the Institute in Hebrew, has been
translated into English and published by other agencies:

Parnas-Honig, T.: Training Youth from New Immigrant Settlements: A
Study in Youth Aliyah Education. Published by The Child and Youth
Immigration Department of the Jewish Agency, 1960.

Smilansky, M. a-id Adar, L. (eds.) : Evaluating Educational Achievements:
Summaries of Some Studies Carried Out by The Szold Institute on
Schooling in Israel. UNESCO Educational Studies and Documents,
No. 42.
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ADDENDUM TO PAGE 53

4. Youth Leader's Library.
This series of pamphelts is designed for the use of leaders in youth move-
ments. It includes many types of publications : booklets about adolescence,
psychology, delinquency and problems of youth; booklets designed to widen
the leader's education and horizons; and practical mat.'ril to help the leader
in his actual activities with the children. The pamphlets deal with such di-
verse topics as camping, geography, decoration, music, history, art, Judaism,
literature, philosophy, education, sociology and economics.

ADDENDUM TO PAGE 58
Due to omissions the list on page 58 is here reprinted:

YOUTH PUBLICATIONS
(Incorporating: The Youth Leader's Library, The Library for Complementary

Education, and the Library for Social Education)

Education and Psychology
Chen, M. and Avisar, R.: The Group as an Education Framework, 1961, 42 p.

Cohen-Raz, R.: Emotional Development in Adolescence, 1962, 54 p.
Rose, A.: The Roots of Prejudice (transl.), 1961, 37 p.

Soda! and Youth Problems
Adereth, A.: The Pioneering Youth Movement, 1963, 72 p.
Adler, H.: The Youth Movement in Israeli Society, 1962, 84 p.
Ben-Yishay, B.: Leisure in our Society, 1962, 80 p.
Bokker, Ch.: The Youth Center, 1966, 95 p.
Eisenstadt, S.N.: The Peer Group, 1962, 27 p.
Eisenstadt, S.N. (ed.) : Propaganda in Modern Society, 1962, 57 p.

R,eifen, D.: Juvenile Courts and their Care of Delinquents, 1962, 48 p.
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