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INTRODUCTION

The Problem

Sound general education for all, and rigorous liberal studies
for the academically talented, are worthy educational endeavors.
However, the responsivility of educstion does not end here. Occu-
pational education should add the diversity and practicality which
our educational system lacks in its effort to educate all young
people.

The passage of the Vocational Education Act of 1963 has
greatly expanded the task of vocational education in home economics
as in the other vocational fields. New areas of training have been
added to the traditional concerns of the home economics educator.
Home economics may now prepare "...individuals for gainful employ-
ment in any knowledge and skills in home economics subjects..."(23)

The findings of the Panel of Consultants on Vocational Educa-
tion, charged by President Kennedy with reviewing and evaluating
vocational legislation, indicated that vocational education pro-
grams of the future need to be concerned with such vocational needs
of new clientele as:

a. Training programs which provide opportunities to
acquire skills, to earn money and to gain experience
in and appreciation of the world of work.

b. Lesrning at an early age the dignity of labor and the
pride of workmanship, of special significance to the
academically less talented.

c. Obtaining work experience in realistic, up-to-date
settings; & situation more apt to be found on the
Job than in contrived settings of the classroonm.

d. Developing attainable goals and occupational aspi-
rations of a constructive nature through direct
and personal involvement in a world of work. (8)

Cooperative work-experience programs, which have been estab-
lished to meet these vital needs of new clientele, are therefore
primary concerns of educators responsible for providing training

-1~
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in expanded vocational education offerings.
Background

In 1964 a new secondary schcol home economics curriculum was
readied for use in New York State; in it, occupational education
and work experience represented a new program dimension (30):.

Sequence I of the employment preparation program is comprised
of three elements: (1) a three-unit core of basic home economics;
(2) a one unit course, Home Economics 13, Preparation for Employ-
ment, which emphasizes the development of specific skills and
attitudes toward employment; ard (3) related supervised work expe-
rience. Sequence II is a two-year program in which the ninth year
one~unit course, Home Economics 14, Becoming Employable, emphasizes
individual development and the tenth year one-unit cource, Home
Economies 15, Treining for Wage Earning, concentrates on the devel=-
opuent of skills needed for entry-level jobs. Related work experi-
ence is encouraged as a part of Sequence II but is not required
because of limitations set by the age of the students. A third
sequence is plaenned for adults and out-of-school youth.

Sc.2e occupations which use home econcmics knowledge and skills
are food service worker, child care center aide, home and iansti-
tutional health care aide, clothing maintenance specialist or
alterer, visiting homemaker, and hotel and motel housekeeping aide.

An experimental course, Home Economics 13, with preparation
for entry~level jobs in food service, was initiated at Itheca
Senior High School in 1964 with the cooperaticn of the State
Department of Education, Bureau of Home Economics Education, and
the Home Econcmics Education Department of the New York State
College of Home Economics at Cornell University(16). In this
project work was directed toward (1) identifying teaching proce-
dures and practices that prove to be effective, (2) developing
measuring instruments to assess progress toward knowledze, Job
competence, and attitude towerd Job responsibilityobjec:ives, and
(3) identifying time demands on high school teac¢hers ahd coordinators
for progrems of this nature.

Interviews were held with employers in the Ithace area to ob-
tain idess regarding job competences needed for entry-ievel food
service occupations, employability characteristics, and the evalua-
tion of workers on the job. Large numbers of boys and girls from
other vocational education classes augmented the number enrolled
in the pilot course being studied to provide the kind of sample
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necessary in developing measuring instruments.

Evaluation of the Ithaca program served as a pilot study for
the present research. Instruments developed for the Ithaca study
were refined; others were developed to serve the expanded objec-
tives of the present study.

Review of Related Research

The need for further research in the wide fields of both home
economics occupational education end the orientation of young
people toward work is obvious from the very dearth of studies in
these areas. Studies related to home economics occupational
education are particularly hard to come by. The Ithaca pilot
program (16) set useful guidelines for the present research in
spite of the limitations imposed by the small sample. A study by
Kupsinel (18) provided valuasble insight into emplcyer require-
ments for food service workers and curriculum suggestions by a
distinguished panel of educators, dieticians and restaurateurs.
Crites (5) and Super and Overstreet(28) endeavored to identify
and measure steps in vocational maturation.

There is a great deal of information in the literature re-
garding employees® atititudes toward work after they are on the
Job, but little with reference to the attitudes of young pcople
toward employment before they have become full time workers.

Menninger wrote of the

...0bvious, conscious, psychological reasons for work--
the necessity for self-preservation, the desire to reise
e family and to be able to support that family, the
setisfaction of pleasant relationships with associates
on the job.

One of the ultimate results of the maturing process is
the ability to work consistently, with sacisfaction to
oneself and to others (20).

He alszo stated that attitudes toward work vary depending upon
one's experience in growing up and depend, too, “...in no small
way on the special training and the education that goes on in
school, through college, even into graduate experience" (20). The
individual who never received help in assuming responsibility as a
child reflects one attitude toward work; an individusl may fail to
work or to work well as one way of expressing defiance if the type
of authoritarian figure who first let him work or forced or tried
to force him to work, inspired hostility.
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Work is viewed variously by different professions with the
economist seeing work as a way of winning economic independence,
the theologian regarding work as an obligation which develops
responsibility, the sociologist viewing work as a means of
relating to the family and the community, and the psychiatrist
finding work an essential activity of a mentally healthy person,
& mature person.

The all-pervasive influence of attitudes on work performance
is further delineated by Super's Self Concept Theory of Career
Development (27). The theory sees this self concept formation as
a lifelong process in which the phases begin with exploration and
continue through self-differentiation, role-playing, and reality-
testing in plsy, in school activities, and in part-time employ-
ment. Finally, self concepts are translated into occupational
terms through, perhaps, identification with an adult, chance ex-
perience in a role that seems suiteble, and awareness that one lL.us
attributes said to lend themselves to certain occupations or
training.

The 105 boys in the Super and Overstreet study (28) were in
the ninth grade of high school in New York State when the study
began. Super and Overstreet postulated that vocational maturity
is a predictor of vocational adjustment since the more highly
developed the vocetional behavior, the more effective that behavior
will be. They saw appropriate vocational behavior in terms of
developmental tasks.

A developmental task is & task which arises at or
about a certain period in the life of the individual,
successful achievement of which leads to his happiness
and to success with later tasks, while failure leads to
unhappiness in the individual, disapproval by the society,
and difficulty with later tasks (13).

The Career Pattern Study sought to observe and describe
vocational behavior and, also, to assess such behavior from
the related frames of reference: vocational maturity and
vocational adjustment.

Super and Overstreet found a number of characteristics asso-
ciated with their measures of vocational maturity in the ninth
grade, among which were intelligence, parental occupational level,
school achievement as measured by grades, and type of school curric-
ulum.. In New York State college-bound students are ususally en-
rolled in Regents courses while terminal students usually follow
the less demanding non~-Regents curriculum,
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School curriculum and cultural stimulation in the
home were...rather consistently related to vocational
maturity. The boys who were in Regents sections of re-
quired courses tended, significantly although not to a
high degree, to be more oriented to choice than other
boys; they were more concerned with choice, better
informed, and more planful. The same was true of boys
from homes which provided more stimuli to intellectual
and general cultural growth, and these boys also tended
to be more accepting of responsibility for meking
choices snd plans (28).

The study found vocational interests and attitudes toward
work unrelated to vocational maturity in grade nine, although
"...these indices may be important in other respects, may prove
to predict success, or may become significant at later stages
of development..." (28), Other unrelated variables were found to
be age within one school grade, parental educational level, bhirth
order in family, parental or social mobility, religious affilia-
tion, urban rather than rurel residence, &and socisal edjustment,.
Super and Overstreet concluded that vocational maturity in the
rinth grade should be defined as behavior in preparation for
vocational choice, as planning and looking ahead rather than
as "...goal attainment, as the having of consistent, realistic,
preferences,...as having begun to make a place fcr oneself in
the world of work"(28).

Crites also viewed vecational choice as a "long term devel-
opmental process" and wrote

+..within a developmental conceptual framework,
vocational choice is not a single, isolated act of the
individual: it is a comprehensive, rmitifasceted, ongoing
process which encompasses many interrelated behaviors
of the individual at various points in his prework life(5).

Crites' study had a twofold problem: the construction of a
scale to measure the maturity of vocational attitudes and the
development of new methods for assessing "developmental phenomena."
He wrote that the measure of either vocational maturity or voca-
tional self concept depends upon clearly-defined beheviors. Fur-
ther, if the two concepts do fit within a developmental framework,
they must be related to age.

In Crites' Vocational Development Inventory are two measures
of vocational maturity: an attitude test and a competence test.
The competence test measures ability to plan steps toward voca-
tional goals, ability to resolve conflicts among the factors in
vocational choice, occupational information, and self-knowledge of
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vocational cepabilities. The attitude test has as its dimensions,

Involvenert in the choice process
Orientation toward work

Independence in decision-making
Preference for vocational choice factors
Conceptions of the choice process (5)

Students in the lower grades tended to accept statements in
the attitude test and high school students to reject them. Since
only eight are positive statements and all others are negative,
vocational maturity was seen to increase with grade level, with
the exception of the atypical eleventh grade. Stages of matura-
tion tended to be discernible at the points where elementary
students entered Junior high and between junior high and high
school.

Kupsinelr (18) hypothesized that informed persons would recom-
mend for inclusion in high school vocational courses for food
sexrvice trainees the following areas: cookery principles, sani-
tation, nutrition, safety, management, serving food, and personsal
qualities. She also theorized that persons with high school food
service training would te hired in preference to persons of equal
experience without such training, that they would be started at
higher salaries than those without training, and that the trainees
themselves would consider such training valuable in securing and
keeping Jobs in food service, She used open-end questionnaires
to survey schools offering food service courses, their instruc--
tors, employers of the food service trainees, and the trainees
themselves,

The 33 employers who responded were more supportive of pro-
grams training general kitchen workers, waitress or waitresses,
and dishwashers than of programs training cafeteria workers, head
cooks, salad cooks and bekers. The employers indicated that high
school treining in itself was not enough; they santed employees
with high school food service training who were also able to get
along with others, made a nice appearance, and were trainable.
Just half the employers were willing to start trainees at higher
pay than untrained workers. It was notable that the employers in
this sample showed so much interest in entry-level jobs and in
employability characteristics even though the courses themselves
provided training for more sophisticated jobs. The viewpoint of
these employers reinforced the conviction of New York State home
econonics educators that courses in preparation for employment in
entry-level jJobs in food service are appropriate.

Responses of U8 former students who were employed in food
service were biased since the sample was obtained by asking each
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instructor to list two possible employees to be contacted. This
typical employee had been working less than five years as a cook,
but not head cook: was still using materials from his course; and
thought his training helped him get his Job, become more efficient,
and enjoy his Jjob more. He was highly motivated and proud of his
Job.

Findings were assembled into a study guide outline which vas
submitted to a panel of Judges made up of gtate home econcmics super-
visors and representatives of such organizations as the American
Dietetic Association, the American Restaurant Association, and the
American Hotel Association, for comment and suggestions. The panel
accepted the seven areas listed above for inclusion in a high -
school food service course but also recommended orientation for
work, coverage of the supervisors' responsibilities, employees'
responsibilities to the supervisors, and care and use of equipment.
They emphasized the importance of personal qualities: the ability
to get along with people, public relations, and gecod work habits
and attitudes.

A study of relationships between selected student character-
istics and educetional-vocational success of students attending
trade, technical and business schools by Livers (19) concluded
that grade point average and rank in class are the most consis-
tent single predictors of performance in vocational training
courses. Academic factors, in gereral, were found to be more
closely related to success in the specialty school than were
socioeconomic factors.

Livers alsc found s slight positive relationship between
vocational success and academic grades. Vocational success was
measured by an employer rating of the graduate of a business,
trade or technical school after six months' experience on the Jjob.
The scale used by the employer had five sub-areas: efficiency in
use of time and movement, efficiency in use of materials and
supplies, proficiency in use of equipment on a given job, ability
to get along with coworkers, and ability to accept supervision,

The main purpose of the Ithace study {16) was to develop eval-
uation instruments for a pilot program in occupational education
and to refine one instrument, an attitudes toward work scale. The
pilot class included 14 girls in grades 11 and 12 in a small city
high school; 141 girls and boys in other vocational progrems in the
same 2ity were administered the Attitudes Toward Work scale. The
Ithaca study provided tentative answers to some questions of
continuing interest to occupational educators; however, only in
the instance of findings related to the Attitudes Towaerd Work scale
were samples large enough to permit generalization beyond the
immediate pilot class.
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An index of student success in the pilot class was developed
by ranking the students according to their scores on five instru-
ments: descriptive rating scales measuring personal characteris-~
ties, waitress and catering skills; an achievement test; and the
Attitude Toward Work scale. The index was compared with ranks of
students on such measurable characteristics as motivation for
enrollment, IQ, academic ability, total emount of supervised work
experience, and socioeconomic status of the chiel bread-winner
in the family.

A relationship significant at the .0l level was found between
the index end IQ; relationships at the .05 level were found between
the index and (1) academic rank in class and (2) total hours of
supervised work experience. No significant relationship was found
between the index and SES or between the index and either subscores
or the total score on the motivation questionnaire.

Interview responses of the girls enrolled im dome Economics 13
indicated unenimous approval of the course. The girls menticaed
their enjoyment at having such a large part in planning of class
activities and enthusiastically endorsed course-related work experi-
ence. When the girls were asked whether previous home economics
courses could provide better preparstion for the food service class
they suggested additional work in table setting and service,
costing of, and the rreparation of restaurant-type grilled foods.

Only one girl said she had felt ready for a Job in food
service prior to the course; ten girls felt ready for food service
jobs after enrcllment, three had some reservations, and one found
she did not like food service work. Thirteen girls felt competent
to handle food service jobs in their later life, if such Jobs
seemed best for them, with just one giving a qualified answer.

During the course of the interviews one girl revealed that
she would probably have dropped cut of school except for her
interest in Home Economics 13. This girl echieved the highest
index score in the class as well as high scores on the variables
found significantly related. A motivation guestionnaire had
pointed out another potential dropout. In addition, two girls
had been identified as potesntial dropouts pricr to the course
because of pest records of truancy and other misbehavior. Both
of these girls had improved attendance records; all 14 girls who
enrolled in Home Economics 13 completed the course.

Trained observors of the pilot--high school teachers, college
supervisors, guidance counselors-~felt that the greatest gain
shown by the students was the poise, confidence, and pride the
girls exhibited. One evidence of confidence was the girls' feeling
of competence in food service work expressed in the interviews;
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another, their adequate self-rating in skills and general employ-
ability characteristics.

A1l the girls who sought jobs soon after graduation were able
to get them, although just one was related to food service. Four
of the six Juniors in the study had full-time summer Jjobs, two of
them course-related.

A major objective of the study was to determine the relation-
ship, if any, between attitudes toward work held by secondary
school students and such variables as age, IQ, SES, past work
experience, and academic background. The attitude scale was
supplemented with a brief questionnaire which yielded information
regarding work experience and age of boys and girls in the larger
sample used in the development of the instrument. More detailed
data were obtained from school records for 62 girls, who were also
asked to indicate their expectations of working during later
periods in their lives. All the relevant data were correlated with
scores on the attitude scale and with each other. All the rela-
tionships reported here were significant at the .01l level.

For the total sample of boys and girls a significant relation-
ship (r = .40) was shown between scores on the attitude scale and
work experience when the student had had a combination of two types:
Jobs they obtained on their own and jobs school authorities had
helped them get. No significant relationships were found between
attitude scores and ege (15-19 years), sex, and any work experience
factor taken singly. Of the 155 students in the city-area voca-
tional school who participated in the study, 141 said they hed held
Jobs. Students with higher status Jobs tended to be older, had had
help from school personnel in obtaining their jobs, and held Jobs
related to the vocational courses they were teking: auto mechanics,
print shop, food service, drafting, retailing, electric shop.

The additional data collected for girle alone showed signifi-
cant relationships between attitude scale scores and academic
achievezent as evidenced by three grade averages: the average of
all the high school marks achieved to that date, the average of
vocastional courses alone, and the average of courses which included
supervised work experience. The highest correlation (r = .58) was
found between attitude scale scores and the mark received for work
experience. No significant relationship was shown between scores
on the attitude scale and IQ, total units of vocational education,
number of units earned for work experience, SES, and expectations
of working or not working during various states of the family life
cycle.

The Ithacae study served as a pilot program for the present
study. -9
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Objectives of the Study

Home economics educators have had little experience with
oy the incorporation of wage earning programs in secondary school
home economics. The present project was undertaken to provigde
information concerning programs in this new dimension of second-
ary school home economics, which is needed by teachers, adminis-
trators, curriculum coordinators, guidance officers and teacher-
preparing institutions. The proposed research was guided by the
following objectives:

a. To evaluate the progress of students enrolled in
courses in home economics directed to wage €arning
toward specific objectives related to:

1. knowledge

2. Job conpetences

3. attitude toward and interest in Job respon-
sibilities and functions

E 1 b. To determine the relationship between extent of student
progress toward course objectives and student success
in obteining and holding jobs to such student charac-
teristics as:

1. notivation to enroll
2. age, IQ, academic ability, and socioeconomic
status
3. personal qualities thought related to employ-
ability (including post high school plans)
4. satisfactions gained from course and from the
work defined by the course

¢. To help provide, by means of descriptive data, answers
to questlions raised by secondary schools and teacher-
preparing institutions regarding courses in which hone
economics is related to wage earning:

1. what are the commonalities in home economics-

.7 related wage earning training courses?

2. what procedures are efficient and what standards
reasonable for selection of students?

3. what are the supporting skills necessary in
these home economics related wage-earning
occupations?

L, what instructional materials are useful?

«10~
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what facilities, resources, and financing are
needed for teaching and traiuning?

what guidance and counseling support is needed?
what ere the time demands on teachers and/or
coordinators?

vhat are the problems schools and teachers meet
in setting up and carrying through a wage-earning
course?

vhat are the occupational backgrounds of teachers
who teach job-related home economics courses?

~1l-




YETHOD

The present study dealt with the evaluation of 12 pilot
progranms in occupational home economics which had as their
focii the training of food service workers for entry-level jobs
or of child care center sides. One portion of the study was
primarily concerned with the evaluation of the pilot programs
and with the refinement and development of instruments to
implement the eveluation; a second portion of the study treated
the twelve classes as one semple "f students enrolled in courses
in occupational education and invistigated questions of general
interest to vocational educelors.

Description of the Sample

For several years prior to the present study many schools
contacted the New York State Bureau of Home Economics Education
requesting information about possible course ofierings in
occupational education. In a presentation at the National Clinic
on Home Economics Education, 1966, Dr. Ostler of the Bureau
described the selection of the sample.

«..8 list of interested schools was compiled. It was
this list which provided the source for selecting schools
to participate in this pilot program. Twelve was the
number established as the maximum number of schools to
participate and some criteria were developed to serve

as a basis for selection. It was necessary that school
districts participating agree to take the following
action:

JImplement & course in Food Services Occupeational
Preparation or Child Care Services Occupational
Preparation, the two areas in which curriculum
materials are developed to the stage of experi-
mentation.

.Cooperate as necessary in the evaluation research
project.

.Establish an advisory committee to guide and
advise local program development.

.Select s the teacher of the course a home economics
teacher who is interested in the concept of occu-
pational education and has had working experience
in the occupational field.
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.Select as trainees, students who can beneiit from
the occupetional education program proposed; will
have reached legal employment age by the end of
the school year; and are interested in and possess
ebility to prepare for occupations in the service
area for which training will be offered.

Provide facilities necessary to achieve progran
objectives.

.Arrange for work experience in actual employment
situations as an integral part of the program.(22)

On this basis eight local school districts and two area
occupational education centers were selected to participate in
the present study. Nine classes were held in the eight local
high schools and thres in the two area occupationsl centers. O0f
the 12 classes in the total sample seven trained students for
Jobs in food service, three trained child care center aides, and
two were Home Economics 14 classes which provided limited experi-
ence in food service.

Informetion on basic teaching facilities and on such student
background factors as IQ, SES, units of credit in home economics,
work experience prior to the course, and extent of home respon-
sibilities was assembled. Information about student IQs was
eratic for the entire sample of occupational home economics
students but provided some idea of basic ebility. OStudent scores
of intellectual capacity were categorized into four groups with
the first including scores below T5; the second, scores from
75-893 the third, 90-109; and the fourth, scores of 110 &and
above. Schools participating in the study had used a variety of
tests for obtaining IQs, administered at difrerent times, but
additional information on intellectual capacity was provided by
Stanford achievement tests measuring basic abilities of reading
and numerical competence (26). The tests were recommended by a
testing specialist as appropriate for the largely terminal high
school students who made up the total semple. These were
administered by cooperating teachers in each ciass. Socio-
economic status was determined by assigning the chief bread-
winner in the student's family e place on the NORC scale(lk).

Food Service Classes

Class One. The food service class conducted at an area
occupational center was divided into morning and afternoon
sections which met for three class periods each. The course was
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planned as a two-year sequence with skills emphasized the first
year and supervised work experience an importent paert of the
second year. Some material on orientation to work was included
at the end of the first year of the food service sequence, the
year of the present study, but the greater accent was on skills
and knowledges. Many cless catering projects contributed to
student experience.

The class was taught by a highly skilled dietician who had
many years of experience in food service management aend had
previously taught at a two-year post high school technical insti-
tute. New and adeguate commercial equipment for teaching profes-
sional food service was ingeniously fitted into a small room with
Plans made for moving the equipment to larger quarters when they
become available. Students therefore had ample opportunity for
learning the use and care of standard large-quantity equipment.
The students' laboratory was located adjacent to a new well-
equipped school cafeteria and faculty dining room. Close coop-
eration with school food service personnel enabled the students
to gain additionel experience as they contributed to student and
faculty menus from time to time. The area occupational center
is located within an urban complex of three small cities in’
central New York. The school draws students from local city
schools and from outlying central school districts.

The vocational foecd service cless was composed of twenty
members, 17 girls and 3 boys. There were 3 seniors, 11 juniors,
and 6 sophomores in the group. Their ages ranged from 15 to 19,
with & mean of 16.k years. Four students in the food service
class fell in the top IQ category (110 or above), three in the
90-109 range, and two within 75-89. Scores were not available
for three students. The food service class ranked first in
reading ability when compared with the total sample of 12 classes
and third in numerical competence, with 1 referring to the
highest rank and 12 to the lowest. The class was also first
vhen grade point averages were ranked. Overall, this class
appeared to be the most academically eble of the 12 partici-
pating in the study.

Socioeconomic status as messured by NORC {14} ranged from
48-86. Typical jJobs held by parents were machinist, carpenter,
salesman, or butcher for the men and factory inspector or waitress
for the seven mothers who worked, all fulitime. Fourteen of the
twenty students lived with both parents, two with their mother
only, cne lived with another relative, and three students lived
in foster homes. Six of the students ware regarded as hendicepped
by their guidence counselors, largely .or health and emotional
disabilities.,

Background study in home eﬁancmics'was not & prerequisite for
w1l




enrollment in classes in aree vocational centers but 1% of the
students had at leest one-half unit (one semester) in home
economics, with the mean & full yeer's work. Some students had
as much as three credits in home economics, taken prior to or
concurrent with the food service class.

Twelve of the students had held jobs before the course,
mostly bebysitting, housecleaning and lawm work.

A typical characteristic of the total sample was the large
amount of responsibility carried at home doing house and yard
work, preparing meels, and caring for younger children in the
family. The students in the food service class worked from 1l
to 45 hours a week at home. Nine were paid or givea a regular
allowance of one to five dollars a week for their efforts; the
others were given money as they asked for it. Seven students
worked at volunteer activities for church, scouts, Grange, and
as Candystripers because they ¥like helping."

Class Two. Class Two, a Home Economies 14 class, was
composed of ten ninth-grade students and one sophomore, with a
mean age of 15.18, meking them the youngest class in the sample.
The course was taught in a Long Island community by an instructor
with 13 years of teaching experience and additional experience
in social work. The Hume Economics 1l curriculum, described
ir the Introduction, focuses on helping students become employ~-
able through an understanding of the working world. The devel-
opment of specific occupational skills is not accented by the
curriculum, although outside work experience is encouraged.

Such work experience opportunities are severely limited by labor
laws designed to protect young workers. Class Two adhered
closely to the prescribed curriculum but offered some oppor-
tunities for development of skills in food service within the
single period the class met daily. Prior to enrollment in their
Home Economics 14 class the girls had had the exploratory courses
in home economics which nearly ail girls in New York State have
in seventh and eighth grade.

This clase was the least able, academically, of the total
sample. It ranked lowest in both reading sbility and grade point
average and tenth in numerical competence. Six of the students
were considered by their counselors to be handicapped by poor
cultural background, health, or Ly the fact that no Engiish wuas
spoken in the home.

Eight of the girls lived with both parents, two with one
parent only, and one with other relatives. The fathers of the
girls worked in such jJobs ac food service, construction, sales
or maintenance. The five working mothers were employed in
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factories, hospitals or dress shops as operators, aides or
salespeople.

Eight of the girls had previous work experience as baby-
sitters and one as countergirl in a luncheonette. Ten of the
girls helped at home with housework, meal preparation, and child
care for 2-24 hours a week. Four girls earned from $1. - 5. a
week; others were not regularly paid by their families. None of
the giris wvas active in voiunteer work.

Class Three. Home Economics 13 was offered in the high
school of a central New York city as a one period class with
food service the occupational area. The school was the only one
in the study where the teacher carried a full teaching load in
addition to the occupational course. The emphasis of the course
was mostly on acquiring knowledge sbout the working world. Work
experience opportunities were provided only by the school cafe-
teria, where students worked for their lunch. The teacher had
ten years' experience teaching a variety of home economic courses.

Four girls, all seniors 17 or 18 years old, completed
the course. The students were samong. the fess " able,
academically, of the study. IQs fell belon T5 for two of the
girls, one fell at 75-89, and one at 90-109. The class ranked
eighth in reading ability, twelfth in numerical competence, and
eleventh in grade peint average. Socioeconomic statis of

their families ranged from 48-83, according to NORC (I4). A1l
four girls lived with both parents. Two of the fathers worked
in service Jobs; two were in highly skilled technical Jobs. Two
of the mothers were salesclerks; one was a nurse's aide.

The girls had a stong background of home economics courses,
from one and one-half to four units of credit. No heudicaps
were indicated by their guidance counselors. Two of the girls
had previous work experience, as babysitters. All helped with
housework at home from ons-helf hour to 12 hours a week. Twe
received regular weekly allowances of $5 to 7. One girl worked
as a volunteer at "community chores."

Class Four. The Home Economics 13 class taught in the nigh
school. of a suburb adjoining New York City met for a sixty minute
period daily and trained its 10 girls for Jobs in the food
gervice industry. Excellent opportunities for outside work
experience were available both because of the urban location and
the close cooperation between the teacher and employers. The
course of study followed the New York State curriculum guide(30)
with its major emphases orientation to work, management at home
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and on the Job, and cccupational skills. A teachex who had
22 years' experience teaching home economics taught the course
and also served as the girls' guidance counselor. Facilities
for teaching the course included a new, well-equipped, class
quantity food .preparation unit as well as traditional home
econonics foods laboratories.

Eight of the 10 junior girls in the class were 16 and two
were 17 at the time of enrollment, which made the class one
of the youngest in the total sample. Eight girls had IQs in
the 90-109 range, and two were between T75-89. The class ranked
tenth in reading ability for the totel sample and ninth in both
numerical competence and grude point average. All students were
from the immediate urban area. Socioeconomic status ranged from
48-69 (14); jobs held by the family breadwinners, three of whom
were women, were typically those of maintenance man or porter
for the men,in factories or as domestics for the women. Some
femilies had welfare assistance. Five of the girls lived with
both parents; five lived with their mothers only. Five of the
mothers worked. Seven of the students were regarded by their
counselors as handicapped by health, low ebility, povervy, or
lack of communjcative skills. All students had two units of
work in home economies in adiition to credit earned in the
occupational home economics course.

Seven of the girls hsd held jobs prior to the course, mostly
as babysitters. Two hzd done volunteer wors for the school or
for the Selvation Army. The students spent from 2-15 hours &
week doing housework at home, for which four received regular pay
or allowances of from $1 -~ 2.50 per week.

Class Five. Class Five was the only school at the beginning
of the study which had previocusly offered a course in occupational
home economics, having served in 196L4-65 as a pilot program in
Home Economics 13 (16). The class was conducted in a small city
high school in cooperation with an area occupational center and
met for one period daily. The course of study was the New York
State curriculum for Home Economics 13, with supervised work
experience planned as a major part of the course. Class catering
projects provided additional paid work experience with proceeds
used to finance class trips to fine restaurants.

The teacher had 16 years' experience teaching hcme economics,
with special interest in foods clesses. Available facilities
were & traditionslly-equipped home economics foods laboratory and
some large quantity eguipment in the school cafeteria.

Eight students completed the course, seven of whom were girls.
Five were seniors and three were juniors. Their ages ranged from
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15-18 with a mean of 16.88. Two of the students had IQs in the
75-89 range; three, 90-109; and one, gbove 110. They ranked
seventh in the total sample in reading ability and sixth in both
numerical competence and grade point average. Six of the students
lived in the small city and two came from nearby villages. Seven
students lived with both parents and one with her mother only, for
all of whom SES ranged from 48-69. Typical occupations of the
fathers were salesmen, menager. or machinist. Six of the mothers
worked as restaurant owners, practical nurse, teacher, clerk, or
assembler in a factory. One student, according to her counselor,
was handicapped by emotional problems.

The students had at least one additional unit in bome ecounom-
jes with one student having five. Two of the girls had previous
paid work experience as babysitters. One girl had worked for pay
as a waltress in her family's restaurant and one boy worked on the
family farm. Only one student had done volunteer work, for L-H.
The girls worked from 2-11 hours a week at home, largely preparing
meals, for which two received a regular allowance of $1.50-5. per
week.

Class Six. Class Six, taught in a suburban high school neer
ew York City, had a unique feature in a well-equipped restaurant
operated by Home Economics 13 students for the faculty. Another
notable feature was the enthusiastic and active support given by
the administration to the occupational home economics class. Wide
publicity, distinctive uniforms, and informed guidance counselors
contributed to the establishment of the program.

Eight boys and two girls enrolled in the initial cless; eight
vere seniors and two, juniors. The class met for two 45-minute
periods daily and followed the New York State curriculum. Work
experience was provided in the faculty restaurant after it opened
in the spring; work experience outside the school was also encour-

aged.

The teacher was & trained dietician also qualified to teach
home econcmics. The year of the study was her third year teaching
in secondsry school; she also hed seven years' experience as &n
administrative and teaching dietician. Traditional home economics
foods laboratories were available as well as the commercially-
ecuipped faculty tearoom.

One student was 18 et the time of enrollment in the class,
five were 17, and four were 16. Most IQs fell within the 90-109
range with one above 110, one unknown, and one below T5. The
cless ranked third in the total sample in reading ability,
fourth in numericel competence, and ninth in grade point average.
The students, all urban in background, came from families having
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SES in the 56-T6 range. All 10 yourgsters lived with both parents;
just two of the mothers worked. Their fathers werz employed as
salesmen and in skilled trades; one of the two women worked as a
forelady, another in a cafeteria.

Guidence counselors considered two students handicapped by
lack of motivation due to past failures, cne by low basic ability,
and one by irregular attendance at school. The judgement of the
counselors is borne out by the wide difference in rank of the
student on the basic ebilities of reading and numerical campetence
and their achievement as measured by grade point average.

Two students had work experience prior to the course, both
well-paid jobs, doing office work and assisting an interior-
decorator. None of the students was involved in volunteer work.
All but one of the students helped with housework at home and
several mentioned care of yards and gardens. Hours of work per
week varied from one-half hour to twenty. Three received regular
pay or allowances for their efforts.

Class Seven. A Home Economics 13 class was offered in a new
well-equipped school in a suburb of Buffelo. The class met for
a single period daily and closely followed the New York State
curriculum. The location near a large city provided good work
opportunities. Some class catering projects were undertaken to
provide extra experience. Class practice in food service under
simulated working conditions proved popular with the 10 girls in
the class, eight of whom were seniors and two, Juniors. A home
economics foods laboratory provided a facility for practice in
food preparation and service. A restaurant-type grill was added
during the year to provide training in a type of equipment the
girls repeatedly used on the job. The teacher had 12 years'
experience teaching home economics and alsc had been & dietician
in a small hospital.

The students renged in age from 16-18, with the mean at 16.8.
Some of the most able students in the sample made up the class,
which ranked second in numerical competence, third in grade point
average, and fourth in reading ability. Seven girls had IQs of
90-109, two fell in the 75-89 category, and one was above 110.
The girls all lived in the suburban area and all lived with both
parents, whose SES, according to NORC (14), fell within 50-86.
Six of the mothers worked, mostly in service jJobs in foods,
housecleaning, or laundry. Meny of the fathers worked at highly
skilled Jobs in local industrial plants; some, in construction.
None of the girls was considered handicapped.

The girls had an excellent background of home economics
courses, with the mean falling at 2.9 units of credit. Nine
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of the girls had previous work experience, largely babysitting
and houseeleaning. One girl had worked in a food market and
another as hatcheck girl. All helped at home with housework,
most with meal prepsration, and two helped care for younger
children. Six received allowances for their 3-20 hours of
work a week; others were given money "when needed". Four
students were active in volunteer work for Scouts, church,

and YWCA.

Class Eight. Class Eight, taught in a senior high school
in a Long Island community, was a class in Home Economics 1k.
Since the class was scheduled for double periods daily the
teacher decided tc include a good deal of work in food service
skills, thus the format of the course closely epproximasted the
classes in Home Economics 13.

The teacher surveyed the community within a 15 mile radius
prior to the course to explore employment possibilities for her
young students and conclude that antry-level jobs in food service
and other home economics-related arcas were available, She antic-
ipated, however, that transportation problems in the suburban
community and the eage of her students would severely limit work
experience opportunities and she therefore planned many class
catering precjects as supplementary supervised work experience
for which the girls were paid $1.00 en hour. The instructor had
2 years' experience teaching home econcmics. A traditional home
economics foods leboratory in the new, well-equipped school
provided facilities for teaching the course.

Eleven of the 12 girls in the class were sophomores and one
was a junior. They were one of the youngest classes in the
sample, with & mean age of 15.67. The girls were in the "basic"
track, a curriculum designed for less-able students or under-
achievers. IQs ranged the gamut with one above 110, one below
75, and five each in the two middle categories. The class ranked
eleventh in both reading ability and numerical competence and
eighth in grade point average.

Eight of the 12 girls lived with both parents, two with
mother only, one with another relative, and one in a foster home.
Socioeconomic status ratings fell at 36-T6 on the NORC scale (14)
with fathers working in maintenance, engineering, auto mechanics,
merchant marine, and sales. The four working mothers included a
hospital housekeeper, secretary, manager of summer cabins, and a
cashier,

Seven girls were considered handicapped by their counselors
with low ability, poor home situations, and health listed as
«20-
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disabilities. Four of the girls had a full unit of home economics
background prior to or concurrent with the occupational course
and had one-~half unit.

Just four of the girls had paid work experience prior to the
course, three as babysitters and one in hairdressing. All of the
girls helped with housework at home and some with child care,
working from two and one-half to 24 hours a week. Six received
regular weekly allowances of from $1. to 16. Two girls were
interested in volunteer work, one in a hospital and the other in
church work.

Class Nine. The food service class taught in a central New
York suburban school concentrated on the orientation to work
segment of the New York State prescribed curriculum and hed as & ‘
distinctive feature the scheduling of student classwork so that ;
the seven girls in the class could hold Jobs in the afternoons.
The instructor had 13 years' experience teaching home economics 3
at the secondary level. A traditional home economics foods labo=- 3
ratory was used by the class, as well as school cafeteria facil-
ities .

i R e o g

The seven girls who made up the class were seniors with a
good deal of home econcmics background; all had at least two
full units and most hed three. Five were 17 years old and two
were 18. Five had IQs in the 90-109 range; one fell above this
range and one, below. The class ranked ninth in the total sample
in reading ability, seventh in numerical competence, and second
in grade point average. The high rank in grade point average is
influenced by the grading system of this school for students in
their track. A different system of grading is used by many
schools for non-Regents or terminal students. Many of the
students in the total sample were similarly graded although
others were either Regents students or carrying a mixture of
Regents and basic courses.

8ix of the students lived with both parents and one with her
mother only. The SES range was 48-75. All of the fathers worked
in local industries except one vho was an auto mechanic and
another who was a waiter. One of the five working mothers werked
in a shoe factory, two were store clerks, one was a hostess in a
restaurant and the other a beauty shop operator. Two of the girls
were reported by counselors to be handicapped by emotional
problems, one by her appearance. All seven girls had previous
work experience: +three doing housework or babysitting, three as
clerks or cashiers, and one as a nurse's aide. Six of the girls
helped with housework and/or meal preparation at home for three
and one-helf to 16 hours a week. Three girls received regular
ellowances of $3-5 a week. Just one girl did volunteer work; she
was a Candystriper in a hospital.
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Child Care Classes

Class Ten. One Long Island high school offered two classes
in occupationzl home economics during the 1965-66 school year:
the clsss in Home Econcmics 14 alresdy described and a Home
Beonomics 13 cless vhich treined girls for Jobs as child care
center aides and related jobs. All 11 girls were seniors and
were among the oldest in the sample, having a mean age of 17.09.
The class met for one period daily and had the same teacher as
the Home Economics 14 class. Kindergarten fecilities were avail-
able for use by the class in addition to a traditionally-equipped
home economics department. The girls ranked in the middle of the
total sample in academic ability, falling at the fifth level in
grade point average, sixth in reading aiility, and eight in
numerical campetence. Nine girls had IQ scores in the 75-89
range, one in the 90-109 range, and one below T5.

Nine students lived with both parents, two with their father
only. Fathers of the girls were employed in construction and
transportation. Five mothers worked at such jobs as saleslady,
secretary, or practical nurse. Guidance counselors felt one
student was handicapped by her cultural background end another by
health. The girls had & strong background in home econmmics,
most having at least three units of home economics prior to the
course. Few girls had much work experience at the time of
enrollment, although one had held a factory Job and another had
been a dental assistaut. The girls worked at home from 3-2%
hours weekly helping with child care, housework, and meal
preparation, for which five received & regular allowance or pay.
Two girls did volunteer work for the community: one taught
nursery school at church and another was secretary for the Boy
Scouts.

Class Eleven. An area occupational center in central New
York offered & class in child care in 1965-66 as well as a class
in food service. The child care class also met for three class
periods daily, and included participation in a nursery school
organized for this purpose enrolling local children. The nursery
did not meet for the entire school year; sessions were arranged
around the class schedule to provide appropriate learning experi-
ences for the vocational school students. The class had two
instructors over the school year. One, who had two years' experi-
ence at the junior high level, taught the course cne semester; the
other teacher, who had four years' experience teaching hcme eco=-
nomics, finished the year.

The five girls who completed the course, four Juniors and
20w
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one sophomore, averaged 16.6 years of age. They were among the
more able students in the total sample, ranking first in numerical
competence, second in reading ability, and fourth in grade point
average. Three girls had IQs in the 90-109 range; one was above
110 ‘and one fell within 75-90. Socioceconomic status of the chief
breadwinner in the family approached the median for the sample.
Four girls lived with both parents; one, with other relatives.
None of the mothers worked. Guidance counselors did not consider
any of the students to be handicapped. Two girls had not had
previous instruction in home economics, two had one unit of hame
economics, and one girl had three units prior to the course.
Three girls had worked before the course, babysitting and doing
housewerk., The girls worked from 7-18 hours weekly at home,
helping with meal preparation, child care, and general housework
for which one girl received regular pay of $5. a month. One girl
worked as a volunteer in the community library.

Class Twelve. An area vocational school in southwestern New
York included a nursery school for local children as part of its
course training child care center aides. Tne class of four Junior
girls was among the youngest in the totel sample; mean ege was 16.25
years. Students were bissed to the area occupational center from
their local schools for the helf-day session typical of the area
vocational school program. The teacher had a master's degree in
home economics education and wide professional experience but
she had not previously taught home econcmics at the secondary
level.

The vocational school students were of average academic
ability for the total sample, with scores for reading ability
and numerical competence at the fifth rank and grade point
average at the seventh. Socioeconomic status, as measured by
the NORC Scale (1) was low. All four girls lived with both
parents, with no mothers working at the time of the study.
Fathers were employed in farmwork, truck-driving and factories.
Several students were considered by guidance counselors to be
handicapped by cultural background or academic ability. All
students had at least two units of home economics prior to the
course; none had previous work experience except babysitting and
picking farm crops. Girls worked at home from 3-20 hours weekly
helping with general housework, meal preparation and child care.
None received a regular allcwance for work at home. Three girls
were active in volunteer work in a local hospital or church.

Summary

Nine classes held in eight local high schools and three
classes in area occupational centers comprised the sample for
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the study of home economics occupational education. Seven
classes trained students for Jjobs in food service and three
trained child care center aides. Two local classes provided
younger students with orientation voward work and limited
experience in food service. Classes met for one or two
periods daily in local schools and for three periods daily
in area centers.

Lges in the semple ranged from 1k to 19, with a mean
et 16.52 years. Approximately 69% of the sample were 16 and
17 years old, 17% were younger, and 147 older. One hundred
girls and 12 toys completed the course including 10 ninth-
graders, 18 tenth-graders, 37 students in the eleventh grade,
and 47 in the twelfth.

Student IQs were categorized into four ranges, with 9%
falling above 110, 45% fram 90-109, 34% from 75-89, and 12%
below T75. Academic ability, measured by grade point average
and the Stanford High School Reading Numerical Competence tests
(26), is indicated in Teble 1 along with additional information
about student background.

When scores on the Stanford achievement test were compared
with norms for similar students the lowest scores on the numer-
ical competence test were found to fall at the first percentile
rank for eight classes in the total sample and low scores in each
of two classes at the second and sixth percentile ranks. Highest
scores on numerical competence were mo higher than the eighth
percentile rank in one class, the sixteenth percentile rank in
three classes, and the eighteench percentile rank in another cisass.
In each of three classes one individual score was as high as the
sixty-eighth to seventy-seventh percentile rank; high scores in
four cases fell between the percentile ranks of 28-58.

Student scores, when compared with norms for the Stanford
High School Reading Test, fell as low as the first or second
percentile rank in nine classes in the total sample; low student
scores in three classes fell at the eighth, twelfth, and eighteenth
percentiie ranks. An individual score rose es high as the
eighty-sixth in another, although the highest scores more typically
fell in percentile ranks of from twenty to twenty-eight. In one
class the highest reading score Just reached the eleventh percentile
rank.

Thirty-eight students, one-third of the tot:: sample, were
considered by their counselors to be handiceppeu .y poor physical
or emotional health or by cultural background. Students carried

~2k..




L 2 €L 60°gL - £€6°69 6 G2'9t LT - ST T d 4 21
n 0T'GL  06°6L - §E°TL L 09°9T 8T - 9T eT "It 4§ T
g 6L° 4L oh'eg — €L°69 € 60°LT 8T - 91 A 4 1T oT
3z 26° 6L L6°LL - 6L 2L r 62°LT QT ‘LT 2T .l 6
B 9L° €L 00°1g - LT°L9 Tt 19°6T 8T - #T T °0t d 2T g
€ Ge" Sl Ll eg ~ w€° 1L S 08°9T 8T ~ 91 2T ‘11 d 0T 1
oT G6° 1L 26°LL - 05°69 9 0L°9T 98T = 91 2T ‘1T m m 9
5° €o'nL  26°6L - 9T°OL f gg°'9T 8T ~ ST 2T “TT m % ¢
6 8g° el 09°LL - %2°89 0T 02°9T LT “91 It I 0T .
TT nh° 69 61°6L - £€5°99 T 06°LT ©OT °LT A a4 €
erT TE* 19 go°gL ~ On°S9 A gT°ST LT - 4T 0T ‘6 IIT 2
T 1)) 09°6g - 21°69 9 on°9T 61 - ST 2t - ot dLT T
W€
asusy Iaqumyj
qusy ussj] agusy juey usa;y a8uey SpBan Xo8 Tooyog
558a9AY JUIOJ SDBID 3By

Lk s sl S a3 s

mBIJoxd 3OTTd ‘punoadiosg quspnig

P R e N S e it Mmoo e Tk i b St o R N s ks R e S AN o e ok

T S1q®L




9 0s°¢ €E~¢ S L°ge €€ ~- &2 S 0°61 g2 - 6 et
8 00°T € -0 2 0°'GE " 26.- g2 T g 22 we = €T 1T
T 70" € 0°6 = 6°2 9 9°42 6 ~ €1 8 g2t 02 -9 01
2 £6°2 € - 0°2 6 1" 12 €€ - #T L T°6T 62 - @ 6
oT Le: T~-0 1T 1°0C - eh -9 TT G 1T LT - L Q
€ 06°2 ¢ ¢ - G°T f 8° g2 9% - 9T g '3 9€ -6 L
AL G0* 0~ 0°0 € 0°0€ s - ST Ul Q° 6T gE - £T 9
q 95°2 $ - T L 0°€2 €€ - £T 9 9°GT g2 - OT S
L 00°2 2 01 9°02 o€ =~ €1 6 JREA T = 8 f
i cL ¢ O'q — &1 3 g°ee gc - gt ct S°6 5T = 3 €
T QT”® e -0 AN Q°6T .Te = 2T 0T 9°'TT 9T - 9 2
6 Lg° €-0 T T°G€ 0s - 2 € 9°12 2€E ~ § T

Joqumy

quey Ue3n a3usy yusy UBIN adusy quBsy ueoOp a8uey TooYyog

SOTWOUODY SWOH UT S$3TIuf punoadiosg LyTTTQY SutpBay sousgadwo)y  TROTISUMN

1S9], QU UWOASIYDY pIOJUBLS

(penuIauod) T STqBY

e

Y P N T O P P S

oy

-26-




MR 2 A0t

considerable responsibility at home, some devoting meny hours &
week to child care, farmwork, and housework. Twenty-four of the
112 students enjcyed volunteer work in community organizations.

Facilities for the food service classes included traditional
home econcmics department foods laboratories, school cafeteria
kitchens, faculty lunchrooms, and new quantity food preparation
units set up in the classrocms. The two area occupational centers
training child care center aides had facilities for nursery
scheols, which were held in conjunction with the occupational
classes. The local program training girls in child caire coop-
erated with kindergartens in the school system. Most of the
instructors had meny years of experience teaching home economics
at the secondary level.

Few of the students in the total sample earned the minimum
wage prior to the course; most students worked at housework and
babysitting. Socioeconomic status of the families of students
enrolled in the occupational education classes ranged from
femilies on welfare to a few of highly trained professionals.

Collection of Data

Scores from attitude scales, questionnaires, descriptive
rating scales, and the achievement test, all administered at
the beginning and at the end of the course, served as measure-
ments of course effectiveness. During the pretest data collec-
ticn students in food service classes were asked to respond to
the following instruments:

1) Personal Date Sheet--& questionnaire designed to
obtain background information about the students.

2) Attitudés Toward Work scale--& h9-item Likert-type
scale of students' attitudes toward the world of

work.

3) Student Questionnaire--a composite of questions
which supplied information concerning factors
thought to be associated with motivation for
enrollment in an occupational home economics class.

4) Married Women Working--a questionnaire developed to
indicate girls' and boys' attitudes toward womer
working during the various steges of the family
life cycle.
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5) Achievement Test: Preparation for Employment
in Food Service-~a 6T-item multiple choice test
used o messure students' knowvledge and compre-
hension of concepts of food service and the
working world.

Students in child care classes responded to the first four
instruments listed above and to an achievement test, Preparation
for Employment in Child Care, which shared many common items
with the food service achievement test but focused on child care
rather than food service concepts. The battery of tests for the
child care classes also included an ll-item questionnaire,
Reactions to Children of Various Ages, a measure of positive or
negative attitudes toward children.

The posttest data collection included reedministration of
the instruments with the exception of the Personal Data Sheet.
At the time of spriig. testing each student was interviewed ™y e
member of the project stafi. Interviews to determine student
satisfaction with the course were h2ld in private and lasted
about one-half hour each; identitites and specific views of the
students were held in confidence.

A series of descriptive rating scales to measure qualities
related to employability and a series of scales to rate specific
occupational skills, either child care or food service, were
administered early in the course and again at the ead of the
year's instruction. A teacher rating and a student self-rating
were required at each administration. Additional informetion
about student selection and background was assembled from
permanent school recorde, guldance counselors, and teachers.

Information from participating teachers was assembled from
a series of instruments: & questionnaire, Teacher Attitude
Toward the Course; forms for recording teaching time demands
both prior to end during the course, information regarding educa-
tiongl &nd occupational background and experience, and teachers'
opinions about desiraeble further education and experience;
financing; rating and description of instructional materials
used; their end-of-year evaluations of the pilot programs; and
reports of students' work experience during the courses.

Stanford achievement tests (26 ) for meesuring student
reading ability and numerical competence were administered once
during the school year as a means of determining the level of
basic abilities required by occupational education classes and
entry-level jobs of the type for which students were trained.
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In addition to visits to the pilot programs in the fell and
spring by the project leader and staff to ccllect pretest and
posttest data, visits were made midway through the programs to
observe classes, answer teachers' questions, and interpret
eveluation instruments. Two conferences of teachers, research
staff, and New York State Bureau of Home Economics Education
personnel were held in Albany which provided en opportunity for
teachers to ask questions, report on their programs, and compare
resource materials with others. Interested school admirnistrators
and guidance personnel also attended the spring conference.

At the conclusion of the occupational course students were
followed into their summer or permanent jobs by means of a series
of double postcards which asked for student job information. The
follow-up of students who returned to school was terminated
September 1 with the mailing of a questionnaire and a jJob satis-
faction scale, "My Job", to the student and a letter and descrip-
tive rating scale to his employer. Students who graduated or
otherwise left school were followed until December first.

Copies of all instruments used in the collection of data are
included in the Appendix.

Development of the Instruments

A number of instruments were used to measure progress
toward the objectives of the study. Some evaluation instruments
used in the current study were developed in earlier research
projects carried out by the Department of Home Economics Education:
the Linton study (6) and a pilot study in occupational home
economics conducted at Ithaca High School(106).

The previously developed measures used in the study were:

a. Attitudes Toward Work scale

b. Becoming Employable scale, & descriptive rating scale
to measure personal qualities which help meke young
people employable.

c. Descriptive rating scale for measuring competence in a
specific skill, that of waiter/waitress.

d. Reactions to Children of Various Ages.

e. Married Women Working.

The instruments developed expressly to meet the objectives
of the present study were:
a. Three descriptive rating scales of a general nature to
complete the series of four general scales applicable
to many entry-level jobs, of which the Becoming Employable
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scale is the first: Management, Safety, and Sanitation.
b. Descriptive rating scales, designed for use in conjunction
with the four general scales, to measure specific skills
taught by the courses: Child Care Center Aide (a series
of seven scales), Dietary Aide, Family Meal Specialist,
Cafeteria Counterman, Short Order Cook, and Cook's helper.
c. Descriptive rating scales used as part of the follow-up
of students into their jobs: Employer's Rating of Trainee
in Home Economics Occupational Education and in a rating
of job satisfaction by the employee, "My Job."
d. Questionnaires and data sheets for collecting student
background information from guidance counselors.
e. Follow-up communications to both former students and
their employers.
f. Checklists of facilities desirable for training child
care center ideas and food service workers.
g. Forms for collecting pertinent data from teacher records.

Certain instruments developed for the Ithaca or Linton studies
were refined or adapted for the current study. They included:

a. Achievement tests for the appropriate samples, child care
or food service, designed to measure progress toward
cognitive objectives of the occupational classes.

b. Interview schedule used at the completion of the course.

c. Student Questionnaire

d. Personal Data Sheet.

Copies of all evaluation instruments are included in the
Appendix.

Descriptive Rating Scales

It was foreseen in the Ithaca pilot study (16) that, as
courses in occupational home economics were initiated throughout
the gtate, scales for rating a number of job competences would
be needed. These were conceived of as a series of detailed
scales describing performance on specific Jobs, built around
scales of a general nature which measure qualities common to
many entry-level Jjous.

The Becomimg Employable scale designed for the Ithaca study
incorporated appearance, cooperation with co-workers, acceptance
of supervision, attitude toward regulations, dependability,
adaptability and initiative, attitude toward the public, pride in
job, and suitability for job. The Manegement scale developed for
the present study has as sub-scores speed of work, attention to
job, body mechanics. use of equipment, and adjustment to new and/or




unpleasant situations. The Safety scale includes attire, using
machines, climbing, lifting and carrying, sharp utensils, burns
and attitude toward safe procedures. The Sanitation scale is
concerned with health and personal hygiene, sanitary food storage,
food preparation and serving.

Twelve descriptive rating scales were designed to evaluate
gspecific competences taught by the courses: measures of the food
service skills of cafeteria counterman, dietary aide, cook's helper,
family meal specialist, and short-order cook. It was felt that
one job competence taught by some food service classes, caterer's
assistant, could be adequately measured by the combined use of the
Cook's Helper scale and the Waiter-Waitress scale developed earlier
for the pilot class. Specific scales for measuring competence as
a child care center aide cover seven mejor responsibilities of the
typical aide: communication with children, interaction with
children, assisting with routines, protecting the health and safety
of children, assuming the leadership role, assisting with equip-
ment and supplies, and assisting with arts and crafts.

Two descriptive rating scales were developed for use in the
follow-up study of students into their jobs. One scale allows
the employee to express his satisfaction with his job, through
his rating of his employer, physical and mental exertion demanded
by the job, co-workers, working conditions, salary and benefits,
and his specified duties. The scale for determining satisfaction
of the employer with his new employee is a highly condensed, one-
page document which includes appearance; relationships with super-
visors, co-workers, and public; production: quantity, gquality,
safety, initiative; and dependebility: integrity, loyalty, and
absenteeism.

All rating scales have five intervals. Three levels of per-
formance are described in detail. Level one describes employee or
student behavior that represents unacceptable performance. Level
three describes adequate performance so that the student is minimally
employable. Level five describes excellent performance on the
entry-level job. Levels two and four are not described but provide
additional intervals for rating the student-employee. An effort
was made to keep rating scales simple and shozrt for ease of use;
however, for purposes of evaluation enough detail needed to be
provided to enhance discrimination and a yield of reliable scores.

Motivation for Enrollment and other Background Data

One objective of the study was to determine the relationship
between course effectiveness and such characteristics as motivation
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for enrollment, age, I§, academic ability, and SES. Information

was obtaineéd from school records, the Personal Data Sheet, and the
Student Questiornaire, an instrument which probed feelings toward
areas thought to be motivating factors for enrollment in occupational
home economics: attitudes toward food service and child care Jobs,
interest in earning money through supervised work experience, concern
with individual school prcblems, attitude toward home economics,
interest in occupational training, and expectation of help with
personality problems. A Guttman scale developed by Brookover (L)

vas also incorporated in the Student Questionnaire. (Reprinted

; from "Seif-Concept of Ability Scale" by Wilbur B. Brookover et al

g by permission of Michigan State University. Copyrighted 1962).

The Personal Data Sheet was adapted from a similar form used in the
Linton study (6), and provided information directly from the student
about his background: family SES, parents' education, and family
solidarity; the student's job interests and future plans; student's
work experience at home, in volunteer work, and outside paid employ-
ment; and girls' expectations of working outside the home turoughout
various stages of the family life cycle.

Guidance counselors were asked to provide information about
the student's attendance record, rank in class, academic achieve~
ment, health, handicaps, and the results of any intelligence or
aptitude testing. A checklist was developed for use by both
counselors and teachers which listed possible criteria for place-

. ment of students into occupational cuurses. The counselors and
teachers we.: asked to indicate criteria they used in student
selection prior to the course and, at the conclusion of the course,
to evaluste the effectiveness of the criteria used.

Interview Schedule

The purposes of the interview schedule were to determine student
attitudes toward the course at its completion, to investigate
progress toward appropriate objectives of the course, and to
solicit suggestions for making the course a more meaningful experi-
ence.

Determining Quality of the Instruments

Validity

Content validity of the instruments was established through
interviews with professors in the departments of Child Development
and Family Relations, Household Economics and Management, and
Institution Management, in the New York State College of Home
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Economics and with professors in the New York State School of
Industrial and Labor Relations; home econcmics, distributive
education, and other vocational education teachers at the
secondary level; the representative of a civil service employees'’
essociation, employers of workers in entry-level jobs. A thorough
review of professional training manuals, descriptive rating scales
commonly used in business, and other relevant literature was made.
Content validity of the two achievement tests was additionally
supported by compliance with %ables of specifications which had

as their basis course behavioral objectives and the subject matter
topics: Adjustment to the World of Work, Management for Effective
Living at Home and on the Job, and Development of Competence in
Food Servic or Child Care.{Appendix). Some instruments, such as
the Student Information sheets for guidance counselors, follow-up
communications, and interview schedule relied for content validity
on meeting cbjectives of the study. Teacher record forms were
also related to project objectives. Additionally, the teacher of
the Ithaca pilot program served as advisor for both content and
format of the teacher records.

Teachers participating in the study were asked to comment on
the Family Meal Specialist descriptive rating scale, thereby
serving as a panel of experts for the validity of that instrument.
Ten students enrolled in distributive education classes in a
secondary school approved the content of the “My Job" descriptive
rating scale. The Stanford achievement tests (26) were recommended
by a testing specialist for the Ithace School district as particu-
larly suitable for determining rnumerical comeptence and reading
ability of the sample.

Religbility

Item Analyses. Item analyses of instruments were made when
appropriate to determine the ability of the items to differentiate
between students who achieved high scores on the measuring instru-
ments and those whose scores were low, with the cutoff point for
the upper and lower groups set at 27% of the total. In the case
of the achievement tests the Ahmann and Glock (1) formuls was
used. The formula was adapted for situations where each item had
a maximum value greater than one, as in the descriptive rating
scales., Additional change in the basic formula was required for
item analysis of rating scales when cells were left blank. The
two formulae adaptations are included in the Appendix.

The level of difficulty of items on the two achievement tests
was aiso determined {1). Information regarding both item discrim-
ination and level of difficulty is included with the instruments
in the Appendix.
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Student Questionraire. The Student Questionnaire presented
e special case in the establishment of reliability because of its
many subsections. The instrument was presested in the Ithaca
pilot study as a Motivation for Enrollment questionnaire, and
included for the present study a scale, Self-Concept of Ability,
developed by Brookover (L4). Other sub-sections devised for the
project were designed to scale according to the Guttman technigue.
In instances where Guttman-type scales were not obtained, reliability
was checked according to Hoyt-Stunkard (15), a method based on
anelysis of variance. The Brookover instrument had scaled ac-
cording to the Guttman theory for the Michigan study, but did not
do so for the sample in the preseant study.

Descrivtive Rating Scales. Reliability of the descriptive
rating scale measuring job satisfaction, "My Job," was tested by
adninistering the scale to ten distributive education students in
a secondary school, then re-administering the scale to the same
sample after an interval of two weeks. A coefficient of stability,
using the product-moment coefficient of correlation, was computed.

Four separate trials were used to check inter-rater reliability
of the scales rating child care esides. For esch of the trials
grouns of two or three raters independently and simultaneously
scored the observable behavicr of assistants in nursery school or

. day care programs who were unaware of the specific purpose of the
observations.

Consersus of Judges' scores on the individual cells
served as one criterion of reliability. In order to
determine reliability between Judges, each Jjudge's ratings
for each aide was summed, then divided by the number of
cells used to rate the aide. The result was a mean rating
for each aide given by each judge. Using the Pearson
Product Moment Correlation, the relationship between mean
ratings for the four reliability trials was calculated (10).

The four general sceles, Becoming Employable, Management,
Safety, and Sanitation: five scales measuring specific Job skills,
Waiter/Waitress, Cook's Helper, Cafeteria Counterman, Dietary Aide,
and Short Order Cook; and the Fmployer's Scale were checked by
employer-supervisors of young workers in entry-level jobs in
reel work situations in county hospitals, a large state mental
hospital, and ~commercial restaurants. The simple range was used as
a helpful rule-of-thumb for locating ambiguous items; such items
were rewritten and submitted for further checks. Groups of Jjudges
veried in size from two to four; each scale had at least two
reliability checks. The reliability checks involved fewer personnel
than desirable because the typical food service worker has few
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supervisors who are qualified ss well as sufficiently acquainted
with his work to Judge his performance. A University professor of
statistics recommended that rank correlations of judge's ratings

be used to establish the degree of agreement between Judges since

& well-known problem in establishing inter rater reliability is

the phenomenon of one rater working from a more demanding frame of
reference than another. Rank correlations, according to the edvisor,
tend to equalize rater standards without confounding the data.

Pooling ratings of Judges has been shown to more &accurately
measure Job performance than reliance upon the judgment of one or
two raters. The Spearman-Brown Prophecy Formula is routinely used
to adjust ratings to the pooled judgment of 6-10 Judges (29). Rank
correlations obtained in the present study for purposes of estab-
lishing inter rater reliability were first averaged for each reliabil-
ity check of two to four Judges and then stepped up with the Spearman-
Brown formula to represent the pooled Judgment of six comparable raters.

Achievement Tests. The two achievement tests, Preparation for
Employment in Child Care and Preparation For Employment in Food Service,
were pretested before use in the present study on approximately 100
students comparable in age and academic background to the current
sample. Level of difficulty was determined for each item on the
achievement tests as well as the indices of discrimination. Items
having low discrimination indices were discarded or rewritten as
dictated by the requirements of the tables of specifications (Appendix).
Test reliability was determined by means of the split-halves technique.

Statistical Analysis to Determime Interrelatedness
of Variables

In addition to the analyses necessary to determine quality of
the measuring instruments three major analyses of data were made
in the study. One involved the compilation of an index of student
success in individual occupational classes and correlation of each
index with relevant varisbles. The second was concerned with
correlation of student scores for the total sample with selected
variables. The third was a multiple regression analysis of two
instruments: Attitudes Toward Work and BEmployer's Rating Scale.

Compilation of Index of Success in Occupational Home Economics

An index of student success in classes in occupational home
economics first developed for the Ithaca pilot study was compiled
from scores on the Attitudes Toward Work Scale, achievement tést,
and rating scores appropriate for the individual course. The score
on Reactions to Children of Various Ages was included in the index
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for child care classes. All scores for the index were post-scores;
teacher ratings were used for the scores on the descriptive rating
scales. In all cases the four general scales--Beccming Fmployable,
Safety, Management, and Sanitation-~were used. In most instances
the index includes an average of scores achieved on the scales
measuring competences specific to food service or child care.

Index scores were then relasted to several varisbles, using
rank correlations-~a non-parametric statistic deemed appropriate
to the nature of the data and the size of the individual samples.
The variables included academic average, SES, total hours of
supervised work experience, and subsection scc~es on the Student
Questionnaire.

Scores from tests of intellectual capacity, grade point
aversges, and units earned in vocational education courses were
obteined from school records. Socioeconomic status was determined
by comparing the occupation of the chief breadwinner of the family
with the National Opinion Research Center Scale (1l4) and the
approximate scale number was assigned each student. Not all jobs
were listed on the NORC scale and the investigator arbitrarily
assigned ratings, using the scale as a guide. See Appendix for
the exact ratings of jobs.

Correlation Matrix - Total Sample

A correlation matrix was camputed for student pre- and posttest
scores and selected variables for the total sample, employing the
CORMA program available at the Cornell Camputing Center. The pro-
grem computes s product-moment correlation coefficient for every
possible paring of variables and estimates means, variances, and
standard errors of all observations of each variable. Pretest and
posttest scores on the battery of tests and teacher ratings on per-
formance scales were correlated with each other and with other
relevant variables. Variables related to student background which
were intercorrelated with test scores were sex, grade, SES, IQ, age,
heelth, parents' education, units earned in vocational education
classes, school attendance, and academic average. Girls' expecta-
tions of working during various stages of the family life cycle
were included along with variables concerned with the follow-up of
students into Jobs.

Fifteen variables determined intercorrelations among factors
related to type and amount of work experience prior to and during
the course. A supplementary Corma showed interrelationships among
student ,employer, and teacher» ratings on the scales measuring
employability characteristics and performance. The complete list
of variables is included in the Appendix.
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Multiple Regressior: - Attitudes Toward Work and Fmployer's Rating
Scale

Data concerning attitudes toward work for the total sample and
employer ratings received for 25 treinees were further analyzed ;
using the Cornell Computing Center MUREG program. The program
carries out the standard caelculations for multiple regression.
Both direct and stepwise regression analyses are available. For
the present study the stepwise regression program was used; the
program fits the independent variables one at a time in the order
in which they account for the reduction of the sum of squares of
the dependent variable. Thus the first independent veriable
chosen is that one of all the independent variables which has the
greatest correlation with the dependent varisble, post-scores on :
the Attitudes Toward Work scale in the first analysis and Employer 3
ratings in the second, in the data concerned. The program then :
ascertains which of the other independent variables, when fitted ;
in combination with the first one chosen, leads to the largest per
cent of explained variance, and so on. Variasbles are added until,
if one more were to be added, the square of the multiple correlation
would be increased by less than .001. 3

The independent variables used in the multiple regression
analysis for the Attitudes Toward Work scale were: IQ, age, score
on Stanford achievement test for reading (26), teacher post-rating
on the Becoming Employable descriptive rating scale, cumulative
grade point average, post-scores on the Attitude Toward Home
Economics, Attitude Toward School, Interest in Type Job, Interest
in Occupational Training, Self-Confidence, Attitude Toward Working
with Others, and Concept of Self in the World of Work scales.

The number of employer's ratings (n=25) was far too small to
give much credence to the results of multiple regression analysis,
since there is so little information available in the area of
occupational education, however, the analysis was made. Similar
studies will be made on larger samples in later planned resesarch.
The independent variables for the analysis were: reading ability,
numerical competence, teacher rating on the Becoming Employable
descriptive rating scale, total hours of work experience, amount
of outside work experience, average of teacher post-ratings on
descriptive rating sceles measuring specific skills, Job satisfac-
tion scale, current grade point average, cumulative grade point
average, and post-scores on the Attitudes Toward Work, Attitude
Toward School, and Self-Confidence scales, and post-scores on the
Married Women Working questionnaire.
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RESULTS: QUALITY OF INSTRUMENTS

The instruments required for evaluation of tne experimental
classes in home economics occupational education were clearly
indicated by the objectives of the research study. A major
objective was the evaluation of student progress toward specific
objectives related to knowledge, Job competences, and attitudes
toward work. The Attitudes Toward Work scale, achievement tests,
and descriptive rating scales were used to meet this objective.

A second major objective was the determination of the relastion-
ship between 1) student progress in the course and 2) student
success in the working world to such student characteristics as
mocvivation for enrollment, age, academic ability, SES, and student
satisfaction with the course. The Student Questionnaire., data
supplied by school guidance counselors, Stanford achievement tests
for reading and numerical competence, Personal Data Sheet, follow-up
descriptive rating scales, and interview schedule contributed to
the satisfaction of this objective.

The third major objective undertook the provision, Ly means
of descriptive data, of answers to questions pertinent to occupa-
tional home economics which have been raised by secondary school
personnel and university teacher-educators. A series of question-
naires, checklists, and other record forms for teachers and
guidance counselors were used to collect data. Observation of
classes by members of the project team also contributed to the
achievement of the objective.

Student Questionnaire

Content validity of the original instrument, used in the Ithaca
study, was based on review of published inventories and consultations
with collesgues in home economics education who had worked for many
years with young people. The investigator found general agreement
on observed interests and problems common to young people which
could be motivating factors for enroliment in an occupational home
economics class. The format of the original Motivation-for-Enroll-
mant questionnaire was chenged from a& Likert-type scale to the
multiple choice questionnaire. Items having highest discrimination
indices were selected from the original instruments and certain
additions were made, principally the inclusion of the Brookover
scale, Self-Concept of Ability,(l4) and items designed to measure
self-confidence and general self concept. Teachers and other trained
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observers of the Ithaca study had pointed out the improved self
confidence and self-esteem exhibited by girls enrolled in the
pilot class and the project staff wished to establish a concrete
measure of these qualities.

The Brookover items measuring self concept of ability did
not scale according to the Guttman technique on the project
sample of occupational education students. Guttmen scales were
obteined however, with acceptable coefficients of reproducibility
and coefficients of scalability (21) for the following subsections:
Interest in Occupational Training, Attitude Toward School, Attitude
Toward Type Job, Attitude Toward Working With Others, Self-Con-
fidence, and Expectation from the Course. Two remaining subsec-
tions, Interest in Earning Money and Attitude Toward Home Economics,
did not scale according to the Guttmen theory and were used as
Likert-type scales. Both instruments hed reliability coefficients
of .98 when analyzed by means of the Hoyt-Stunkard technique (15).
Table 2 presents data on the quality of the attitude scales.
Copies of the individual Guttman scales are included in the
Appendix. No attempt was made to secure a Guttman-type scale for
the subsection, Concept of Self in the World of Work. A 25-item
Likert-type scale was found to have a rel’ability coefficient of
.88 according to the Hoyt-Stunkard Method.

Descriptive Rating Scales

Content validity of the descriptive rating scales was estab-
lished through study of similar scales commonly used in the food
service industry and other businesses, interviews with employers
of young people in entry-level jobs in food service and child care,
and repeated consultation with appropriate University personnel.
The employers were especially helpful in providing limits which
would, in their opinions, make a student unemployable, an accept-
able employee, or a very good employee.

The investigator found that employers in food service have
certain standards for entry-level Jobs which are higher, according
to the literasture and an interview with a university personnel
director, than entry-level jobs in general. Employers of food
s-rvice personnel require dependability, pleasant disposition
and ability to cooperate, as minimums. Although absenteeicm is
apparently a problem in many entry-level jobs, food service
employers pointed out that their operations require & full
complement of personnel who are willing to step in when and where
they are needed. A food service employer in & large state insti-
tution said her requirements for employability characteristics are
very strict because employees have tenure after a six month
probationary period. Since employability characteristics serve
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Table 2

Reliability: Student Questionnaire

Guttman.-Tyre Scales

Name of Coefficient of Coefficient of
Subsection: Reproducibility S8calebility
Fall Spring Fell Spring
Attitude Toward School 87 .89 .54 .56
Attitude Toward Type Jodb .90 .92 " .6L .67
Interest in Occupational
Training .90 .90 .63 .6l
Expectation from the Course .91 91 A2 .59
Self-Confidence 91 .92 .66 .68

Attitude Toward Working
With Others 91 .90 .66 .63

Likert-Type Scales

Name of Reliability
Subsection: = Coefficient
Interest in Earning Money .98
Attitude Toward Home Economics .98
Concept of Self in ‘he World of Work .88

as a screening device, she expressed the hope that educators will
strongly impress students with their importance and, especislly,
with that of the crucial job interview.

The representative of a civil service employees' association
for a state institution was also asked to comment on the descrip-
tive rating scales. He felt that the scales were appropriaste for

their purpcses and said the iﬁtent wvas clear: to help employees
<40~




improve on the job and move up to better positions.

High school students enrolled in distributive education
classes were asked to comment on the validity of the Job
satisfaction scale, "My Job'; all reacted favorably and could
suggest no changes or improvements. The same ten students
checked the reliability of the Jjob satisfaction scale by means
of thg test-retest method. The resultant coefficient of stability
was .05,

The reliability of the general descriptive rating scales
and the scales specific to food service was checked by employers
of young people in entry-level Jobs in food service in resteasurants
and institutions such as county hospitals and a large state
hospital. The range of ratings for each item, as determined for
the latest revision of the scale, is shown on the copies of the
scales included in the Appendix. The range shows the divergence
cf the ratings for any particular ratee. The range was kept to
an interval of two as a minimum standerd for items and was as
low as one or zero in many instances,

Rank correlations for pairs of Jjudges were computed and the
correlations for the reliability check on any one ratee were
averaged and then stepped up with the Spearman-Brown formula
to represent the pooled ratings of six judges. Reliability checks
for each scale were averaged in turn. Table 3 shows the degree of
interrater agreement reached by this method for each scale.

Calculations were also made to determine values of r when
correletions were stepped up to represent the nooled ratings of
nine judges, an illustration, of the effect on rating scale
reliability of increasing the number of rsters. Correlation
coefficients ranged from a low of .66 to e high of .88, on the
basis of six Judges, with the general scales having a mean
correlation of .TO and the specific scales a mean of .78.

The child care descriptive rating scales were treated
somewhat differently: reliability checks were made by project
staff members who did not have an opportunity, in the four
separate trials, to observe performance for each item on the
seven scales specific to child care Jobs. A statistical advisor
for the present study suggested that mean ratings for each aide
observed be compared, using the product moment correlation. A
coefficlent of .70 was obtained in this manner.

The index of item discrimination is indicated, along with
the range, for each item on the copies of the descriptive rating
scales found in the Appendix. D-values ranged from .21 to .51
on the four general scales, from .20 to .63 on the scales specific
to food service, and .00 to .75 on the child care scu’es.
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Achievement Tests

Item snalyses were made on the achievement tests to which
students responded at the spring posttesting. Forty-eight items
in the 67~-item achievement test, Preparution for Employment in
Food Service, had acceptable indices of discrimination of
+.26 to +.87 (1)  Eleven items included in the achievement test
had adequate D-values in the pretest but did not reach desirable
levels of discrimination for the food ssrvice sample in the
present study. Eight items were known to have a low level of
discrimination but were included in the test to meet the demands
of the table of specifications. Three items common to both the
child care and food service achievement tests had adequate D-values
for the child care sample but not for the food service sample.

Ebel wrote, "Items of middle difficulty, that is, from 25 to
T5 per cent correct response, are all capable of contributing
mich to test reliebiiity" (7) In the food service achievement
test 52 items were found to be of middle difficulty for the
occupational education semple; eight items were too hard and
seven were t00 easy to contribute to test reliability.

The 6L-item achievement test, Preparation for Employment in
Child Cere, had 41 items with acceptable discrimination indices
according to an item analysis based on the sample of 20 child
care aides. Twelve items testing knowledge and understanding of
child care concepts had low discrimination indices for the
small sample, but had D-values in a pretest prior to the course
of .21 or higher. Six items having D-values beiow .20 for the
child carc sample were also poor in the pretest for a sample of
vocational students of similar age and background to the students
in the pilot programs; the items had been revised but without
apparent success. Two items common to the food service achieve-
ment test had low discrimination indices for the child care -
sample and acceptable D-values when administered to the food 2
service sample; two common items had low D-values for both samples. ¥
One item was not pretested. For the szmple of 20 students who -
took the child care achievement test 38 items had an acceptable 3
level of difficulty; 10 items were too difficult and 16 too easy '
to contribute to test reliabiltiy.

Test reliability, as determined by the split-half procedure,
vas .82 for the food service achievement test, based on & sample
of 92; the reliability coefficient for the child care achievement
test, based on the small sample of 19, was .68. :
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RESULTS: COURSE EFFECTIVENESS

Index of Success

A major ohjective of the evaluation of occupational home eco-
nomics classes was to determine the relationship between course
effectiveness and & number of varisbles, among which were selected
student characteristics, amount of supervised work experience,
motivation for enrollment, and success in obtaining jobs. An index
of student success was developed by ranking students according to
their posttest scores on seven instruments: the four general
descriptive rating scales, Becoming Employable, Management, Sani- o
tation, and Safety; an average of scales rating specific skills 3
taught in the course; the Attitudes Toward Work scale; and the g
final achievement test. The appropriateness of combining the 3
independent rankings was determined by calculating Kendall'g 1
concordance coefficient, W. When the sums of ranks were compiled 4
for two of the classes ties resulted, which were broken by assigning
the higher rank to the subject with the lesser sum of squares of
ranks according to Johnson (17).

The values of W were sufficiently high to reach a significance
level of .001 in six of the 12 classes, .01 in three, and .05 in
two classes. In one class, a Home Economics 14 progrem. agreement
of the various ranks reached only the .20 level; test results from
this class were included in the genmeral findings for the total
occupational home economics sample, but no individual analysis
based on the index was made. The values of the concordance coeffi-
ient, W, and the levels of significance reached (25) are listed

in Teble b, &
Table b 3
Values of Concordance Coefficient, W, for Indices 3
7 : of Success ]
Class: W Significance n 1
1 .62 .001 20 3
2 22 .20 11 - 3
3 A6 .05 L 3
L .39 .01 10 4
> .62 .001 8 S
6 .66 .001 10 3
7 RN .01 10
8 .68 .001 12 3
9 .58 001 i ;-
10 U5 .001 11 E
11 .33 .05 p E

12 T1 .01 4 3
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Relationships Between Indices, Student Characteristics,
and Work Experience

Ranks on the indices of student success were compared with
ranks on such measurable characteristics as IQ, academic ability,
SES, total amount of supervised work experience, total units of
vocational education, and the following subsevtions of the Student
Questionnaire which are felt to be motivating factors for enroll-
ment in a wage earning course: &ttitudes toward home economics, 3
cecupational training, the type of job for which treining was 3
offered, school, working with others, as well &5 interest in
earning money, self confidence, concept of self in the world of
work, and expectations from the course.

The significance of the Spearman rank correlations was deter-
mined according to Siegel (25). When ties in ranks occurred, &
correction factor was introduced.(25) o

Table 5 shows the variables associated with the indices of i
success for individual schools. The variables found to be most E
often associated with student success in occupational home eco- E
nomics were self-confidence, concept of self in world of work,
attitude toward school, academic ability, and attitude toward
working with others. Attitude toward home economics and student
expectations from the course were related to the index in more
then one class; total hours of work experience, SES, total units
of vocational education courses, attitude twoard food service jobs,
and desire for occupational training were significantly related to
success in one of the occupational courses. Interest in earning
money was not found to be an important factor.

In the case of instruments which were administered twice,
veriables correlating significantly with the index usually
representéd post-scores. Four pretest scores were significantly
related to the index of success: Self-Confidence, Attitude
Toward Working with Others, Expectations from the Course, and
Concept of Self in the World of Work, with fall scores for the
self concept measure proving significant for three classes, and
the remaining two measures for a single cless each,

Difference Between Pretest and Posttest Scores

A measure of effectiveness of the year's instruction and é
work experience was provided by deteruining +he significence of 3
difference between pretest and posttest scores on each of the

5o
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following instruments: Married Women Working, Foods or Child Care
Achievement Test, Attitudes Toward Work, Self-Confidence, Concept
of Self in the Vorld of Work, Attitude Toward Working with Others,
Expectations from the Course, Interest in Type Job, Interest in
Occupational Training, Attitude Toward School, Attitude Toward

Home Economics and both student self-ratings and teacher ratings

on the four general descriptive rating scales of Becoming Employ~-
able, Management, Safety, and Ssnitation., Pre- and posttest scores
on the instruments were compsred using a non-parametric statistic,
the Wilcoxon matched-pairs-signed ranks test(25), felt to be appro-
priete for analyzing results in the small individuel samples selected
for inclusion in the study. Tables 6 and T surmarize changes in
pretest and posttest scores for the 12 classes in the total sample.

The most significant changes in pretest and posttest scores
were found for the achievement tests measuring knowledge and
comprehension of child care or food service concepts, adjustment
to the world of work, and management at home and on the Job; and.
for interest in occupationsl training. Scores for Attitudes Toward
Work, Self-Confidence, Concept of Self in the World of Work, and
Attitudes Toward Home Economics changed significantly in three
classes. Improved Attitudes Toward Hume Economics scores were
shown for one food service class and two child care classes.

Self confidence, as measured by a Guttmen-type scale, improved
significantly in three food service classes and Attitudes Toward
Work showed positive gains in two food service classes and negetive
change in another. More positive attitudes toward food service
Jobs developed in one class; more negetive attitudes in another.
Self concept scores went up in three food service classes. Student
expectations from the course increased significantly in two food
service classes and scores on the Married Women Working question-
nsire, scored to indicate total commitment to working throughout
the family life cycle, showed increased commitment in one food
service class; in another, the commitment to work relexed.

Attitude Toward Working with Others improved significantly,
according to the Guttman scale, in one child care class. Attitude
Toward School did not change significantly for any of the 12
classes in the total sample. Most statistically significant
changes in pre- and post-scores were positive, with the only
negative changes occurring in a single class in Attitudes Toward
Work, Married Women Working, and attitude toward food service jobs.

Student Interviews

Two key questions on the interview schedule asked for the
student's assessment ¢f his class--the features he had found most
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helpful in his experimental course and suggestions for making

. the new progrems even more neaningful. Supervised work experi-

ence played s prominent part in student responses to the two
questions. Supervised work experience of any kind was seen by
the students as useful, whether under school suspices or for an
outside employer. The students, however, neerly unanimously
endorsed paid work experience for an outside employer as an
indispensebie part of occupationsl education. Students vwho
worked only in the school, even when paid the minimum wege,

were disappointed with the work experience aspect of their
occupational course. Many students aad enrolled for the express
purposes of eerning money, exploring several types of jobs, and
finding out what to expect om the job. Students were especially
pleased, according to the intervizws, when they had opportunities
to practice specific work skills in class and then tc go out on
a job and find their training relevant to a real work situationm.

Since the major purpose of the student was to get a Job,
anything that helped him choose an occupation or prepare for work
was seen as helpful: learning large quantity cookery techniques
and use of commercial equipment, learning about people--how to
work with others and what to expect from the public. These were
restless students, eager to take their place in the world. They
expected that their occupational course would be different, and
their expectations were largely met. The differences they
expected included, in addition to work experience, an active
class with demonstrations, practice in simulated work experience,
field trips to places of potential employment, visits from
resource people, and informal discussions. When the class fell
short of their expectations the students were voluble in pointing
out what they saw as weaknesses.

Students were asked, during the interviews, whether their
background of home economics courses had been adequate for the
occupational class and whether such courses should be required
for enrollment in an occupationsl class. The majority found
their extensive background of home economics courses necessary
for success in occupational classes, especially in food service.
Some students, already possessing a strong background, said they
neaded more and the rare class which did not have a background
of basic home econcmics said it was needed. A quarter of the
sample, however, thought students could still gain a good desl
from the occupational classes if they had less background. They
pointed out that heavy requirements for entrance to the occupa-
tional classes tended to exclude boys, who seldam have so many
basic home economics courses.

Most students felt adequately prepared, at the time of the
interviews, for entry-level jobs in food service or child care.
Girls were asked whether they thought they had gained sufficient
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training, if they followed the ccommon pettern of leaving the
labor market o raise femilies, to return to a food service
or a child care job at some leter period in their lives. Most
girls felt competent to handle entry-level Jobs at any period in
their lives; a few said they would like refresher courses first.
When students were asked which type of food service or
child care jobs interested them most their replies depended
upon the richness of their course. Those students Who had 8
wide variety of experience in class and on the job were more
selective in their choice of Jobs than those who had Zictle
chance to explore work opportunities. Their reasons for
selecting certain jobs were most commonly having tried the job
and liking it and feeling competent to handle the work. Liking
to meet people and enjoying helping and serving others also
influenced their choices.

Many students in the experimental programs had recommended
the courses to other students at the time of the interviews, one
indication of & pleased consumer, although comments of the stu-
Gents suggested that other students in the schools were well
aware of the activity and differences of the new courses and did
not require any special recommendation.

Many students expected to go on for further education in
food service or child care or cther areas of interest. Some
classes visited technical schools as well as commercial estab-
lishments in order to acquaint students with the advantages of
and possibilities for additional training.

Work Experience

Finding suitable work experience for the classes was a slow
process, according to the students themselves, during the first
year of the program. Even in those classes having strong work
experience programs the students asked, during the interviews,
for more Jobs earlier in the course. A few teachers in the study
felt their students should teke the initiative in finding jobs
but the strong programs, from the viewpoint of the students, were
those where the teacher actively sought suitable work experience
opportunities for her class and helped them make the initial
contacts with employers. The Ithaca study (16) had shown that
of 155 vocationsl education students those who had help from
the school in obtaining jobs held higher status Jobs at better
pay and were mcre likely to hold Jobs related to their vocational
course than those who obtained Jobs on their own.

Some students had as much work experience as they wanted
52




scale approached the level of significance set as the cut-off
point, .10.Beceuse of the small number of students in the class
relatively large changes in scores were required for statis-
tical significance.

Student Interviews

Simple food preparation in the school cafeteria end learning
about sanitation were the most helpful features of their ccurse,
according to interview responses of the small food service class.
Suggestions for meking the class more meaningful included work
experience outside the school., more food preparation, and more
cafeteria experience. The students wished to have more practical
experience both in school and out, and less theory.

Two students found their extensive background in home eco-~
nomics helpful; two thought they could have succeeded in the
class with less background. Two fell prepared for entry-level
Jobs in food service both at the time of the interviews and at
later periods in their lives, one gave 2 qualified answer, and
one said she did not feel prepared because of lack of experience.

Three students said that in the food service erea they were
most interested in cafeteria Jobs because they could stay in one
place and were not crowded. One girl preferred work as a soda
fountain clerk or waitress so she could meet people. Two girls
recommended the course to others, two did not.

Three girls, after graduation, hoped to continue their

education, in practical nursing or cosmetology; one girl wanted
to work in a restaurant or store.

Work Experience

At the time of the interviews three of the girls were working
in the school cafeteria for their lunch. One girl also babysat
at $.50 an hour. A fourth girl in the class worked as a nurse's
aide at $1.00 an hour. All four thought work experience should
be part of an occupational education course but working in the
school cafeteria was not popular with the girls. One said that
she didn't need work experience to wesh dishes in the cafeteria;
another said, "Only poor kids work for their lunch." By the end
of the year, according to the teacher's report, the girls had had
fram 9 - 51 hours of work at a variety of Jobs in the school
cafeteria.
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Tabie 8

Follow-Up Study: Total Sample

Held . Could Mot Did. Not No Further -
Class: dJob Get Job Look for Work Response Edueation Total

Food Service:

l:Area 6 8 L 1 1 20
2:KE14 b 1 3 11
3:HE13 1l 2 1 4
4 :HE13 9 1l 10
5:HE13 T 1 8
6:HE13 9 1 10
T:HE13 T 1l 1l 1l 10
8:YE1k 2 6 3 1 e
9:HE13 ) . — 2 ____ 1
Total: 50 19 13 T 3 92

Child Care:
10:HE13 3 1 1 4 2 1i
11:Area 3 1l 1 5
12:Area  _2 1 1 _ _ Rl
8 2 3 5 2 20

education. Hmployer ratings, Taeble 9 ranged from 1.89 -~ 5.00, the
highest possible score, and had as the mean 3.64., Job satisfaction
scales, the "My Job" descriptive rating scales, were returned by

26 seniors who rated their jobs from 2.52 - 5.00 with a mean of
3.94, Employer ratings were received for 13 juniors who looked
for summer Jobs and for whom the follow-up terminated on September
first. Scores on the Employer scele ranged for juniors from 3.43 -
4.45; the mean rating was 4.00. The meen rating of 19 juniors on
the job satisfaction scale was 3.95 and scores ranged from 2.83 -
5.00. Just on2 employer rating of a sophumore was received, a
score of 2.64 for a nurse's aide; three sophomores rated their jobs
as 2.87 - 3.22, with a mean 3.03. Two freshmen students were
rated at 3.82 and 4.54 by their employers; three ninth-graders
judged their jobs at 3.65 - 4.22 with the mean at 3.90.

Medien scores were also computed because of the small sample;
in all cases they were within .1 of the mean score. Ratings of
from 1.00 to 5.00 are possible on the descriptive rating scales.

A score of 3.00 is intended to represent minimum employability and
e score of 5.00 an optimum for an entry-level jJob. Scores below
3.00 represent undesirsble levels of job performance.
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Table 9

Results: Follow-up Descriptive Rating Scales

Employer Ratings

Class Range Mean n
Seniors — 1.89 - 5.00 3,60 ol
Juniors 3.43 - 4,45 4,00 13
Sophomores 2.6l 2.64 1

Total ko

Students' Job Satisfeaction

Class Range Mean n
Seniors 2.52 - 5.00 3.9L 26
Juniors 2.83 - 5.00 3.95 19
Sophomores 2.87 - 3.22 3.03 3
Freshmen 3.65 - 4.22 3.90 3

Total 51

Forty-one of the 50 students for whom information about
follow-up wage was available received the minimum wage or above
during the period of the follow-up study. Of the nine students
who received less than the minimum wage five had been enrolled
in child care or food service courses in area occupational centers
vhich did not have outside work experience as a part of the first
year of the occupational course.. Work experience, rather, was
planned in these schools as a part of the second year of a two-
year sequence. Three students earning less than the minimum wage
were members of Class Two, the ninth-grade class; one student
earning less than the minimum was a course dropout.

Most of the students were successful on their jobs. Two
students were not able to hold their first Jobs, but did well on
their second. When the students were asked what they liked about
their jobs, their replies included the training on the job,
gaining experience, meeting people, and the money they were able
to earn. Problems encountered were those chronic with entry-level
Jobs: low pay, inconvenient hours, too meny bosses, and uncoop-
erative fellow-workers. Some students wanted to work more hours
then were available to them; some food service workers did not
like so much dishwashing.
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Dropouvs

Of 138 students enrolled in the 12 occupational ciasses which
made up the sample for the present study 26 failed to complete the
prescribed course, 5 boys and 21 girls. Fifteen of the 21 girls
left school: three moved to another school district, nine left
school because of pregnancy end/or marriege, one dropped from
school because of difficulty in emotional adjustment, one was &
post-graduate student who decided to work full-time instead of
attending class, and one left for unknown reasons. Six girls
remained in school but dropped the course, three of whom were
enrolled in foc- service classes and three in child care programs.
One of the three g.rls who drovoped a child care class wanted a
half-day schedule so she could work as a waitress; two girls
decided they did not like food service jJobs. Three of the five
boys who failed to complete an occupational education course
dropped out of school altogether; two dropped their food service
course only.

Seventeen of the 26 students who did not complete the occupa~
tional education course answered follow-up cards and letters.
Some, especially girls who left school because of pregnancy, wrote
touching letters of appreciation for the help they'd received from
their teachers. The dropouts had sometimes been able to support
themselves through difficult days because of jobs their occupa-
tional education teachers had helped them get.

According to the follow-up information six girls who had not
completed the occupational course were working at factory jobs at
weges from $1.35 - 1.70 an hour. The hours of work per week
varied; some were working part-time, either from choice or because
full-time employment was not available. Four girls had worked
but at the time of the follow-up study were staying home to care
for their babies. One girl had a job as a legal secretary, one
was & salesclerk at $1.50 an hour, another had occasional baby-
sitting Jobs, and one girl did not have a job. One boy who had
dropped out of school was in the Army; two boys who dropped the
course were working in a food market at $1.85 azn hour or as a
carpenter's helper at $1.50.




Class One

Index of Success

Variables found related to the index of success for the
food service class taught at an aica vocational school were
numerical competence as measured by the Stanford achievement
test (26), -urrent academic average, and post-scores on the
Attitude Toward Home Economics, and Concept of Self in the
World of Work sc.les, all at the .01l level of significance,
variables reluted to the index st the .05 level were cumu-
lative academic average, and post-scores on the following:
food service achievement test, Attitude Toward School, Self
Confidence, and Attitude Toward Working with Others. Veri-
ables which did not corre ate significantly with the index
of success in this course were reading ability, total hours
of work experience, SES, total units of vocational educution
courses, interest in occupational treining, interest in
earning money, and expectations from the course.

Pretest and Posttest Scores

Posttest scores which rose significantly from scores
achieved at the initial testing were Expectations from the
Course, Interest in Type Job (food service), and the food
service achievement test, all at the .01 level of signif-
icance. Scores measuring self-confidence and interest in
occupational training rose at the .04 and .05 levels respuc-
tively; Attitudes Toward Work gains reached .09, Table 6.
There were no significant changes in teacher pre-and post..
ratings on the descriptive rating scales. Post-scores for
students' self-ratings on the Becoming Employable and Safety
descriptive rating scales showed positive changes at the
.02 and .05 levels, Table T.

Student Interviews

Individual interviews revealed that students found the
most helpful feature of the food service course to be learning
techniques for large quantity food preparation and caterirg.
Mentioned less often were table setting and service, learring
to operate commercial equipment, sanitation, food service
vocabulary, field trips, costing recipes, cake decorating, and
learning about people.

When students were pressed for suggestions for making the
course even more meaningful 13 said work experience should be a
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part of the first year of the course. Some typical comments
mirrored their intense feelings on the subject of on-the-job
training. A student who saié she was thinking of dropping
school said, "What's the sense in coming here unless we go out
to work in the field?" Another commented, "I planned to drop
out of school myself. Really, I had taken this course to see
if I could get a job. When it turned out to be Just in the
room--all theory--] was disappointed.” A third student said,
"The course should have work experience after a certain length
of time so the kids could build up confidence in themselves."

Five students said more space was needed, a contingency
for which plans have been made. Three students felt more
grooming for the job was needed; another three would have liked
even more experience in quantity cookery and catering. Three
found the long class periods tiresome and preferred more
activity to "too many notes." Another student, however, felt
the class period should be longer and the course offered for
a third year. Two students wanted to see more boys enrolled in
the class.

Suggestions mede by only one student each included instruc-
tion in first aid, more cake decorating, more short order cooking,
diet therapy, more garnishing, a textbook for reference, more
resource people and field trips, and more time on foreign foods
and novelty products. One student felt the class could be more
challenging; another protested the scheduling, finding leaving
her home school at 7:00 a.m. difficult. Two students were
completely satisfied with the course as it was end could think
of no way in which the class could be improved.

Eight students found home economics and mathematics courses
8 good background for the food service course and recommended
that prior to enrollment students have at least one year of
fundamental food preparation techniques and nutrition, preferably
tailored as a prerequisite for the occupational class. Eight
students felt no prerequisites were necessary for success in the
class and four were undecided.

Fourteen of the 20 students felt ready, at the time of the
interview, for Jobs in food service. Boys in the class gave
thoughtful answers to this question., making it clear tanat they
felt prepared for entry-level jobs such as cook'‘s helper, but
not as the chefs or bakers they aspired to be. Four girls said
they "probably' were ready at this time for a job in food
service. The same proportion of students felt prepared for jobs
in food service later in their lives, if taking such Jobs seemed
the best thing to do. 58
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When students were asked which type of food service jobs
were most interesting to them six replied that they wanted to be
waitresses; four, dietary aides; seven, cook's or baker's helpers;
one, & hostess; and one, a short order cock. Four aspired to
higher level jobs: dietician, chef on en ocean liner, baker, and
restaurant owner. Some students selected more than one job they
would like to have. When asked why they chose the jobs they did,
four said they liked to meet people, eight felt competent to
handle the job they had chosen, two wsnted to help older people
end patients, and eight thought the job would be interesting and
challenging. Sixteen students had recommendcd the course to
others; four had not.

Six students in the class hoped to receive further training
in food service at two-year technical institutes in the State
University of New York.  One student planned to attend business
school and two to do office work. Six expected to work ~t entry-

level jobs in food service in restaurants or hospitals. Three just

expected to "work" after high school, without specifying the type
of job; one boy and one girl intended to join the Navy.

Work Experience

At the time of the spring interview, just five students were
being paid the minimum wage. Eight girls were earning $.50 an
hour as babysitters and one boy did lawn work. Fifteen students
said they had problems getting jobs, because of age, lack of
experience, few work opportunities in small towns, and not
knowing where to begin. Five students did not have trouble
getting jobs: two did not want to work, ome had help from her
food service teacher in securing a job, one had as many baby-
sitting jobs as she wanted, and one boy had lots of experience
and no trouble getting Jobs but said a problem on the job was
"getting along with my boss and fellow workers." A girl working
in the school cafeteria soon tired of cutting butter and washing
dishes and felt she could handle more challenging Jobs.

Seventeen students endorsed work experience as a part of an
occupational course, two thought the class would not be well
enough prepared for outside work experience until the second year
of the course, and one student felt work experience was desirable
in summer but not during the school year.

Outside work experience was planned as part of the second
year of the two-year food service course; however, the final
report on student work experience submitted by the teacher at
the end of the year showed two boys having outside food service ,
Jobs during the school year and five students having paid outside

=50«

, Y
o
I R
VI A T Gl

I
e,

RS
P ot SN ER

o St

7,

eI Bt St e A N s, AT e

2oy e
25 arieti o ot

32T St s
X AN T,

NS . . et i R
Conandod 7 ded klarsii e e B A ST S Tt R ki B e N i P RS

rasso do e, S ST ot 2

Tl S e e




@
- Gk
e s A

[P
e, P fe

N
e SR

work experience unrelated to their class: babysitting, house-
cleaning, or lawn work. Three girls received the minimum wage
for one hour aaily in the school cafeteria. All 20 students
spent from two to four hours on class catering projects. Students
worked as meny as 56C hours during the school year and as few

as 18, earning from $10 to $728. i
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Follow-Up Study &

Seventeen of the 20 students in the class were sophomores or L
Juniors at the time of the study and therefore did not seek per- 5
manent jobs. ¥ollow-up information received frcem the students i3
indicated that eight girls wanted summer jobs but were unable to ;
get them because of ege, transportation problems, or lack of ex-
perience. One student attended summer school; one did not want
to work. Two students worke4 at home helping with painting and
other chores. One student babysat for 12 hours a week at $.50
an hour; another worked for two weeks as assistant cook at a
cemp, earning $30 for a 63-hour work week. Two students earned
the minumum wage, one as waitress in a nursing home for 24-50
hours a week and a boy as full time baker's assistant in a
hospitel.
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The juniors were rated by their employers from 3.43 to

4.22, with 5.00 being the highest possible score and 3.00 repre-

senting a minimum standard of employability. The juniors rated

their jobs at 3.14 to 4.67 according to the job satisfaction

scale, "My Job." The students said they liked getting experience
. and "learning how tc bake from & very good beker"; problems on
their jJobs were low pay, inconvenient hours, transportation, and
having to help clean up.
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Two seniors obtained jobs after graduation while the third
senior in the class attended business school. The senior boy
changed from his food service job to factory work, then to route
salesman for a dasiry, and was later drafted into military service.
A senior girl worked at $1.30 an hour as packager for a greeting
card company, then changed to a job as dist aide in a hospital
where she was paid.$1.51 an hour for a forty-hour week. The
senior students received employer ratings near 3.50 and rated
their jobs higher, at 4.17. One senior, happy with her second
Job, said she had been pushed too hard in her first one.
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Class Two

Index of Success

The concordance coefficient for the index of success for this
~60=~




class did not reach the critevion .05 level of significarce
and the index was therefore an inappropriate meagure of student
progress for this atypicel class of ninth grade students.

Pretest and Posttest Scores

Teacher raetings on the Becoming Employable, Sanitation, and
Safety descriptive .sting scales went up significantly with post-
scores on the Sanitation rating scsle showing the most progress
at the .02 level of significence, Safety at .C5 and Bezcwing
Emplovable at .08, according to the Wilcoxon signed-ranks test.
Self-ratings by students did not change significantly.

Student Interviews

Students ir the ninth grade class, Home Economics 14, found
most helpful learning about sanitation, food preparation, nutri-
tion, grooming, manners, how to make friends, and kinds cf Jobs
available for young people. The girls could suggest little to .
improve the course, perhaps because of their limited experience.
One girl did recommend that more grooming, cooking, gernishing,
and supervised work experience be included in the course.

Five of the girls felt ready, even with their introductory
class, to take Jobs in food service; four did notv feel prepared
and two said they thought they would be ready after having a
little more experience. The students were most interested in
waitress and diet aide Jobs in the food service arsa; one
preferred cafeteria work because it seemed easier and two pre-
ferred factory or sales work. The girls in the class did not
seem to be as satisfied with their course as other classes in
the sample; at the time of the interviews just two had reconm-
mended the course to others.

The young students had formulated few plans for their
future. One girl thought she might like to be & secretary, one
a waitress, and another a beasuticien. Three girls wanted to
work in hospitals as nurses or nurse's aides. Most of the girls
had no problems on the Jobs they held, but two had bhad employers
who made improper advances snd two said they were made to work
too hard.

Work Experience

Supervised wirk experience for these young s*udents consisted
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mostly of class projects for which students were not paid. At

the time of the interviews one girl worked in a restuarant, two
occasionally in a luncheonette, and two were employed by the
school as foods leboratory assistants. All the above were paid
$1.00 an hour. One student worked in a lamp factory; three were
babysitters. The teacher reported at the end of the year that the
students worked from 40-600 hours on class projects. The lab
assistants worked 160-210 hours and one food service countergirl
worked 45 hours at the minimum wage. The factory employee worked
720 hours at $1.60 an hour.

Follow-Up Study

Seven girls wanted summer jobs other than occasional baby-
sitting but could not get them because of age or because they
were needed at home. One girl did not want to work. The factory
worker continued at her job; another girl worked as a factory
assembler for a few days but did not like the job. One student
earned $1.00 an hour bebysitting for a family 15 hours a week.

The lemp factory worker received an employer's rating of 4.5b
and in turn rated her job at 3.65. The babysitters rated their
Jobs at 3.82 - 4.22. The factory worker liked her pay but said
the work was dirty and there were not enough- rest breaks. Most of

the girls found age & problem in securing desirable jobs.
Class Three

Index of Success

An index of success was compiled for this small Home Economics
13 class, in the same manner as for other classes in the sample
which included teacher ratings on the four general descriptive
rating scales and student scores on the Attitudes Toward Work scale
and food service achievement test. Teacher ratings on scales
specific to food service classes were not available since this
teacher did not rate students on any of the scales measuring
specific food service skills such as cook's helper or waitress. No
relationship was found between the index ccmpiled to measure ‘
student progress and either student characteristics or scores
reasuring motivation for enrollment.

Pretest and Posttest Scores

No significant changes were found between pretest and posttest

scores for this class. Gains ﬁ? scores on the Self-Confidence
62




scale approached the level of significance set as the cut.-off
point, .10.Because of the small number of students in the class
relatively large changes in scores were required for statis-
tical significance.

Student Interviews

Simple food preparation in the school cafeteria end learning
about senitation were the most helpful features of their ccurse,
according to interview responses of the small food service class.
Suggestions for meking the class more meaningful included work
experience outside the school, more food preparation, and more
cafeteria experience. The students wished to have more practical
experience both in school and out, and less theory.

Two students found their extensive background in home eco=~
nomics helpful; two thought they could have succeeded in the
class with less background. Two fell prepared for entry-level
Jobs in food service both at the time of the interviews and at
later periods in their lives, one gave a qualified answer, and
one said she did not feel prepared because of lack of experience.

Three students said that in the food service erea they were
most interested in cafeterie jobs because they could stay in one
place and were not crowded. One girl preferred work as a soda
fountain clerk or waitress so she could meet people. Two girls
recormended the course to others, two did not.

Three girls, after graduation, hoped to continue their

education, in practical nursing or cosmetology; one girl wanted
to work in a restaurant or store.

Work Experience

At the time of the interviews three of the girls were working
in the school cafeteria for their lunch. One girl also babysat
at $.50 an hour. A fourth girl in the class worked as & nurse's
aide et $1.00 an hour. All four thought work experience should
be part of an occupational education course but working in the
school cafeteria was not popular with the girls. One said that
she didn't need work experience to wesh dishes in the cafeteria;
another said, "Only poor kids work for their lunch.” By the end
of the year, according to the teacher's report, the girls had had
frem 9 - 51 hours of work at a variety of jJobs in the school
cafeteria.
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Follow~-Up Study

lust two of the four seniors in the class responded to fol-
low~-up communications. One girl enrolled in & Junior college in
Florida; another student first worked fulltime at an office
filing job for $1.30 an hour and then changed to work 15--28 hours
a week as cashier in a food market for $1.50 an hour. The cashier
rated her job at 3.22 and liked the experience but not the iow pay.

Class Four

Index of Success

The pretest score on the concept of Self in the World of Work
scale was related at the .01 level to success in this food service
class taught in & suburban-urban area near New York City. Three
veriables found significantly related at the .05 level were: total
hours of work experience; Attitude toward Home Economics, post-
score; and Self-Confidence, post-score.

Pretest and Posttest Scores

Posttest scores rose significantly over pretest scores on the
following instruments: food service achievement test, Attitudes
Toward Work, Self-Confidence, Expectations from the Course,
Interest in Occupational Training, and Attitude Toward Home
Economics. All six posttest scores represent~? highly significant
gains, Table 6. Teacher ratings on the Safety descriptive rating
scale showed significant positive changes; students rated their
skills as measured by the Becoming Employable and Management
descriptive rating scales significantly higher in the spring than
in the pre-ratings, at .04 and .02.

Student Interviews

Students in this food service class found most helpful
learning about Jobs and employers, practice et school "in what I
did later on the job" learning to operate commercial equipment,
to portion, to be a good waitress, to set up trays for sick
people, to deal with people, about foods, sanitation, safety in
hendling food at home and on the job, "zetting and having a job
and staying in school," and "training for the job I'm doing and
holding it".
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When asked what could be even more helpful three said more
cooking and garnishing, two girls suggested more field trips to
commercial kitchens and institutions for further training, and
additional sections of the class so more students could enroll.
One student each mentioned having a job sooner, betier pay, more
hours of work, more discussions, and more beginning instruction
for a particular job. Five students could think of no way to
improve the class.

Eight of the ten girls found their strong background in home
economics helpful, two thought the occupational course could be
self-sufficient. All felt prepared for entry-ldvel jobs in food
service both at the time of the interviews and at later periods
in their lives, although one girl wanted more part-time experi-
ence before taking a full-time food service job.

Three girls preferred waitress Jobs to other food service
jobs, two wanted supervisory positions, five chose serving
Jobs either at the counter or steam table, and one liked diet
aide jobs. Two girls did not have specific choices. Reasons
for selecting the jobs they did were feeling competent to handle
the jobs and liking them. Girls who chose supervisory jobs did
so because they saw opportunity and chence for advancement there.
Seven girls had had occasion to recommend the course to others;
three had not.

Most of the ten girls hoped to go on, after graduation, for
further education. Three wanted to go to business school, two
to two-year technical institutes in the State University of New
York, and one was undecided between further training in business
or food service. Two girls wanted to become licensed practical
nurses and one to be a social worker. One girl wanted, after
gradustion, to work for the telephone company or in an office.

Work Experience

All ten girls had outside work experience related to food
service during the course. All ten had help from the school in
getting their jobs, usually from the teacher of the class. All
received at least the minimum wage, $1.25 an hour at that time;
all approved outside work experience as part of an occupational
education course.

Securing transportation was a problem for five girls. Other
problems on the Job were the low pay, having to work too hard and
too fast, unsanitary commercial kitchens, finding working on
weekends a hindrence to sociel life, confusing directions, changing
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shift times, early hours, and complaints from the public ("pbut :
I have learned not to let it bother me"). ;

At the end of the year the teacher reported thet the ten
girls had had from 30 - 361 hours of outside work experience in
food service, with seven of the students having 200 or more hours
of such experience. The girls earned from $39. to $4h8 during ;
the school year, with the mean at $281. Eight of the girls 4
earnad one-~half unit of school credit for their outside work
experience. The girls sampled a variety of jobs; at some time
N during the school year six were tray girls in hospitals, four
; i were cook's helpers, one was a waitress, five were counter girls,

and one was a saled girl. :

Follow=Up Study

Employer retings received for five of the girls were all at
the 4.00 level. All but one of the girls returned their job
satisfaction scales; most rated their jobs at the 4.00 level, one
at 3.43, and two slightly below 3.00. Since the girls in the
cless were all juniors they did not seek permanent jobs. Seven
girls started the sumer as tray girls or dietary aides in
hospitals for 25-32 hours a week at $1.25 -~ 1.35 en hour; four
changed to jobs in a college cafeteria or snack bars for the
same hourly pey because of better working hourc. Twe other girls
earned the minimum wage for 25 hours a week in a college cafeteria;
one worked in a leundry. Most of the girls liked the type of work
they were doing. One girl wrote, “"It!'s not too hard to do and no
one tries to mske it harder for you." Another student wrote, i |
love the training itself because you can be almost anything with
the beckground of food service," and still another, "I like the

group cooperation; I enjoy working with people."
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Two girls said that they had too many tosses on their jobs;
one each listed as problems on the job incompetent coworkers,
working in the same spot all the time and never changing, trans-

portation and working every weekend.

Class Five

Index of Success

The index of success for the food service class in a small
central New York city was found to be related to numerical
competence; Attitude Toward School, spring scores; and Self-
Confidence as measured by the fall score.
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Pretest and Posttest Scores

Post-scores for four tests made significant gains over the p
period of the year: food service achievement test, Self-Confi-
dence, Interest in Occupational Training, and Concept of Self 5
in the Worid of Work. Teacher ratings on the four general. 7
descriptive rating scales also made gains at a high level of sig-
nificance: Becoming Employable, Management, Safety, and Sanita-
tion. Student self-ratings did not change significantly, Table T.

Student Interviews K ;

At the time of the spring interviews half the class listed
factors related to outside work experience as the most helpful
part of the course: the actual on-~the-job training, learning
to work with others, and deeling with the public. Another
popular feature of the course was learning large quantity food
preparation techniques. Mentioned less often were learning
about nutrition, food storage, and the fine points of waiting
on table.
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Students were asked to suggest additional learning experi-~
ences which could be helpful in an occupetional course. Four iz
students felt that longer class periods were desirable. Other i
replies included more work on meat cookery, appetizers, and §
special diets, more work with commercial equipment, more on 1 3
getting along with others, and more jobs carlier in the course. i i

Al)l the students interviewed felt that their home economics
background had been a good preparation for the occupational home
economics class and most thought the courses they had had should 3
be required for enrollment in the food service class. All eight i3
students said they felt prepared for entry-level jobs in food 3
service.

The seven girls in the class said they preferred waitress
Jobs; three regarded as aliternatives dietary aide, snack bar or
catering Jobs. The boy in the class chose short order cook as
his favorite emtry-level Job in food service and saw it as a |
"good place to start and work up." The girls chose their Jjobs g
because they liked them and enjoyed meeting and serving people. 3

Six students had recommended the course to others; two had
not. After graduation two girls wanted to be airline stewardesses,
two to be licensed practical nurses, one to go on for religious
training, one to work as waitress or saleslady, end one was undecided.
The boy enrolled in the course expected to work on the family farm.
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Work Experience

All eight students liked outside work experience "so the
student knows what to expect later on the job". Five had
worked at outside food service jobs at the time of the interviews.
Only one student had problems on the job and that was difficulty
keeping up his studies along with the many hours he worked on
the family ferus. The students who wished to work &id not hav
trouble getting jJobs because of the help ir making the initial
contacts which they had from their home economics or distributive
educetion teacher.

At the end of the year the teacher reported that all the
girls had outside work experience which was related to their
food service course. This type of work experience accounted for
a minimum of 17 hours for one girl and a maximum of 1,753 for
another. Three girls worked approximately 35 hours in food
service jobs for cutside employers; one worked 98 hours; one,
186 hours, and one 420 hours. The lome boy in the class had too
heavy responsibilities at home to work at a food service job.
All students worked on class catering projects to earn money for
field trips to fine restaurants. All students, except the boy,
had during the course a total of at least 33 hours of work experi-
ence, paid or unpaid, related to professional food service. Two
girls worked also at Jobs unrelated to food service but related
to other areas of home economics. Work experiences coniributing
to student progress in the course were as waitresses, cook's
helpers, cafeteria countergirls, hostess, and cashier. Money
earned by the students over the school year varied from $25.40 -
$2,205. The girls received the minimum wage except for work in
the school cafeteria, where lunch was considered part of their
pay. The seven students in the class who had work experience
related to food service received from one-half to one unit of
extre school credit.

Follow-Up Study

Six seniors were enrolled in the food service class. After
graduation two students worked for family enterprises, the one
boy in the class on the femily farm and one girl in her family's
restaurant at $1.50 an hour. One student enrolled in a school
for airline hostesses but soon returned home and accepted a job
as waitress at $1.32 an hour in a well-known restaurant, part of
a nationwide chain. One girl went to Germany with her husband
who was in military service, after working unsuccessfully &as
campanion to an elderly women. One student was working for $1.50
an hour at the close of the follow-up study as a nurse's aide in
a reconstruction home specializing in physicael therapy, and another
as cashier in a supermarket at the minimum wage of $1.25.
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Of the two Juniors, one returned to the class for a second
year's experience for which she received school credit. The
second junior quickly obtained 8 summer Job she enjoyed as
countergirl in a New York City snack bar, saying she was inme-
diately hired when she told the management about her training
in the occupational course.

Employer ratings reczived from four employers rated three
of the girls from 3.36 - 5.00. One worker waes rated at 1.89 and
was unable to keep her job in & hospitsl, but was later successful
in holding a job. Six students returned their job satisfaction
scales, all rating their jobs near 4.00 or comsiderably above.

Class Six

Index of Success

The index of success for this urban-suburban community near
New York City correlated at high levels of significance with cur-
rent academic average and post-score on the Attitude toward
Working with Others scale (.05), and the fall score showing
Expectations from the Course (.01). Exact values of the corre-
lations are shown in Table 5.

Pretest and Posttest Scores

Students made highly significant gains in posttest scores
on the food service achievement test as compared with their
pretest scores, Table 6. Post-scores on the Becoming Employable
descriptive rating scale were significantly higher when rated
by either the teacher or the students themselves.

Student Interviews

According to six students, the most valuable feature of
this food service class was the training received in the faculty
restaurant; learning about sanitation was considered by three
students as especially helpful, and food preparation by two.

Use of commercial equipment, basic health, types of diets, and
"freedom--not so many tests" were regarded by one student each
as particularly helpful. When students were asked how the
course could be improved five said potential students should be
more carefully screened against disruptive influences; three
students should have liked more quantity cookery. Two students
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thought they would learn faster with more outside work experi-
ence earlier in the course and two would have liked to learn
more about how to run and orgenize a restaurant or hotel.
Suggestions for improvement made once each were more publicity,
expansion of the course to a two-year program, more work with
the deep fryer, more practice waiting on table, more resource
people and field trips, more restaurant equipment, end a second
teacner to lighten the load. None of the ten students had
background courses in home economics prior to the course, but all
ten felt basic food courses should be required for enrollment in
the occupational class. .

Nine of the ten felt prepared for entry-level jobs in food
service both at the time of the interviews and at later periods
in their lives. The number of different jobs chosen as preferred
occupations in food service showed the variety of experiences
the class had offered its students. Three chose food preparation,
one counterwork, one cashiering, two waiter/waitress, one grill
cooking, one dietary aide, and two "liked it all." Reasons for
selecting particular jJobs included liking to work with food,
findizg the jJob varied and interesting, and liking to serve people.
Three students, after having varied experience in entry-level Jobs,
selected certain jobs because they felt more competent and less
nervous in them. Nine students had reccmmended the course to
others at the time of the interviews.

Three students expected after graduation to go directly
into food service Jobs; one wanted edditional professional training
in food service. Three other students expected to go on to
college to major in business administration or elementary teaching.
One student thought he would work with his father, an electrical
contractor; two were undecided about what they would do.

Work Experience

Six students were working at the time of the interviews and
two others had had outside work experience during the year. Four
of the jobs were related to food service; all had received at
least the minimum wage. None of the students had problems on the
Job except a telephone operater who felt she was poorly treated
by the management. None of the students had trouble finding jobs;
four said the school had helped them get jobs through the STEP
program, distributive education, or their food service teacher.
All students endorsed outside work experience as part of en occu-
pationel education course.
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Follow=-Up Study

Three of the senior students took clerical Jobs after
graduation, one in a foods supermarket, earning at least $1.50
an hour; one worked for a furrier for $1.35. Three seniors held
jobs in restaurants during the period of the follow-up study,
one during the summer prior to college entrance, and another
prior to military service. A senior girl also earning $1.50 an
hour worked for a microfilming company but left her job when
she married. The clerk in the food supermarket earned $1.83
an hour and also held another job as mailboy for an airline for
a total of 55 hours a week; a clerk truckdriver also worked 55
hours a week. Of the restaurant workers, the counterman earned
$1.15 plus tips and the kitchen helper $1.30, for 35-40 hours a
week; the dishwasher/busboy worked 35 hours at $1.50.

The two junior boys attended summer school. One boy also
held a job for $1.35 an hour 28 hours a week as stock boy for a
department store; he did not like the Job and changed at the end
of the summer to & Job in a machine shop.

Employer ratings were received for seven of the nine students
who held jobs, Teble 9. The food service workers received ratings
of 2.73 - 4.73. Students working at other jobs had ratings of
2.83 - 4.30. The students rated their jobs from 3.46 to 5.00.
They liked their jobs and had few problems except too much
dishwashing and wanting more hours of work. The furrier's helper
found his Job boring and was looking for work in food service.

Class Seven

Index of Success

The class in food service taught in a suburb of Buffalo was
found to have the following veriables related to its index of
success: spring scores for Self-Confidence and Attitude Toward
Working with Others, pretest score on the Concept of Self in the
World of Work scale, and SES. Thc correlation betisen the index
and self-ccufidence was at the .01 level of signifirance and the
others at .05.

Pretest and Posttest Scores

Significant differences in pretest and posttest scores for
this cless included positive changes in Concept of Self in the
World of Work and Attitude Toward Occupational Training, at high
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levels of significance, and negative changes in Married Women
Working, Attitudes Toward Work, and Attitude Toward Type Job
(food service). Student skills as measured by post-teacher
ratings on the general descriptive rating scales rose signif-
icantly for the Becoming Bmployable, Management and Sanitation
scales. Student seif-ratings concurred in the case of the
Becoming Employable scale, Table 7.

Student Interviews

This erticulate claess found many features of their course
helpful. Six girls spoke of their outside work experience,
referring both to the actual training and the opportunity for
learning to understand older people, that is, anyone older than
they. A typical remark was, "We studied a lot and did things
in class, but nothing is like the real work. Nothing." One
girl pointed out the value of getting experience in class, then
going out on the job knowing what to expect. Five girls found
learning waitress skills meaningful; four mentioned field trips.
Three girls liked cooking and two favored class discussions.
One girl said that by listening to the others in the class she
could see how the poor attitudes of some hindered them on the
Job or in getting a job. Helpful features brought out once
each in the interviews were learning food storsge, safety, how
to write checks, special diets, body mechanics, orientation to
work, care of utensils, and the stress on appearance.

When pressed for suggestions for making the classes even
more meaningful, six girls said class periods should be longer
and seven said they preferred activity-~-cooking, demonstrations,
field trips~--to lectures. Responses from two girls each wewe:
larger and separate room, more restaurant-type equipment, more
outside work exverience, more giill cooking, and more eimulated
work experience practicing such jobs as short order cook.
Suggestions made once each were to learn how to be a cashier,
better cooperation from the elsss, bigger budget for more activi-
ties, boys ir the course, and to learn to run dish machines.

Seven girls found their background courses in home economics
suitable preparation for an occupational education course. Two
girls thought the background courses could be bVetter-tailored as
preperation for occupational home economics; another ssid there
was no real preparation for such a different course. Five girls
said fewer courses should be required for enrollment in the class
since heavy prerequisites tended to exclude boys who they thought
would benefit from the class; others felt the course would be
difficult for students without some foods background.
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All ten students felt prepared for entry-level jobs in focd
- service at the time of the interviews and all said they felt
adequately prepared to return to food service Jobs at later
periods in their lives in case they left the labor market to
marry and raise their families, although one girl said she would
prefer to return to a refresher course first. Three girls se-
lected as their preferred food service jobs work in hospitals:
as dietary aide, cafeteria countergirl, or snack bar worker.
Two girls chose hostess jJobs; one liked cashiering but said she
would rather be the manager. Three girls favored waitress jobs,
with twe listing fcod preparation such as salad girl as equally
desirable. One student preferred grill work. Waitress or hostess
Jobs were chosen because the girls liked being around people,
serving people, meeting new people, and constant activity.
Cooking was favored because the back of the house is less formal
and the girls knew how to cook well and enjoyed doing so. Three
girls chose lLospital Jobs because they have worked there, got
along well, and enjoyed the work. Grill work was selected for
its better pay end fewer physical demands. Being manager seemed
like ar interesting job to one student.

Nine girls, at the time of the interviews, had recommended
the course to others. One girl said, "My friends keep saying
they want a jJob. The best way to get one is to take this course."

Three students hoped to continue their education immediately
upon graduation in business school or airlines school. Five
planned to work for a while as diet aides, waitresses, or in
office work and then go to school or to go to night school to
become licensed practical nurses, a hotel manager, IBM operator,
or secretary. One girl planned to marry and to go with her
husband in military service; one expected to go directly into
office work. All the girls endorsed supervised work experience.
Seven girls had had food service jJobs at the time of the inter-
views and two others had outside jobs--all earning at least the
minimum wage. One student worked at babysitting Jobs; four girls
said they had trouble getting Jobs. One, the babysitter, said
her age was & problem and, also, she didn't went to work in a
hospital or nursing home. Nine of the girls had school help,

: mostly from their occupational home economics teacher, in
getting Jobs. Problems encountered on the job were as extensive
as the work experience the girls in this class had and were:
figuring the tax on checks, wanting more hours of work than were
available, annoyance with incompetent co-workers, having to

work holideys, too many bosses, having to stay late sometimes to
tinish, transportation, finding the employee's section of restau-
rant dirty, and improper advances from the employer. The girl

-T3-




holding an office job found her work lonescme and boring. The
problems listed were meationed once except for the problems of
multiple bosses and incompetent co-workers, mentioned twice.

Comments of interest made during the interviews were: "I
thought sbout dropping out of school, but knew better. The senior
year gets boring; everything seems so routine. DNeed something
different. This course is different. If I hadn't taken this
course it really would have been bad," and "Home economics teachers
teke & personal interest in the kids where other teachers don't."

Follow-Up Study

One jJunior in the class worked over the summer as a tray girl
in a large hospital, at the minimum wage for 15 - 20 hours a week,
as many hours as she wanted. She continued in the jJob during her
senior year. The second junior left school during her senior year
to be with her husband who was in military service. She later
worked as grill cook.

Four seniors took food service jobs right after graduation:
two ag short order cock at a department store smeack bar, and one
as counter girl in a delicatessen. One senior worked in & factory
snd another as office clerk in a hospital. One student did not
like food service work and held a Job as ceshier in & food market
for a time but was unemployed when the store closed; one student
worked as a file clerk. All the girls earned at least the minimum
wvage, with the factory worker the highest paid at $2.08 an hour.

Employer ratings were received for six of the ten girls. The
delicatessen counter girl and factory worker received the lowest
rating, 2.90 and 3.10 respectively; the short order cook and hos-
pital grill girl received the highest ratings of 4.18 and L.20.
8ix girls returned their jJob satisfaction scales, rating their
Jobs frem 3.5% to .35 except for the delicatessen worker who
reied har jcb at 2.52. The delicatessen countergirl had liked a
30b she held for some time in a restasurant but had left the
restaurant for part-time worlz when she merried. She was unhappy
with her last job because the employer was short-handed and she
had to work seven days a week, sometimes until midnight.

The giris wrcte thnat things they liked about their lcbs were
friend.y co-workers, meeting new people, bz2ing 2lose to hospltel
patients and learning specia} diets, and 22se of jJob. Thair
problems included having tc work occasionsl weekends and holicays
without extra pay, not enough hours of work availanle, transpcr-
tation, belonging to unions without getting better pay or bene-
fits they considered to be worthwhile, too many bosses, and lack
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of confidence in the mansgement.

Class Eight

Index of Success

The index of success for this Home Economics 14 class of
less-able younger students was found significantly related to
reading ability, current acedemic average, and the attitude
toward working with others that girls brought into the class
with them in the fall. The course closely approximated a

Home Econcmics 13 class and the index was compiled from Attitudes

Poward Work and food service achievement test scores, teacher-
ratings on the four general descriptive rating scales and an

average of ratings on four scales specific to food service: Waitress,

Cook's Helper, Short Order Cook, end Family Meal Specialist.

Pretest and Posttest Scores

Posttest scores for the class rose at a high level of
significance for the food service achievement test and teacher
ratings on the four genersl descriptive rating scales: Becoming
Employeble, Management, Safety, and Sanitation. Student self-
ratings esgreed with their teacher in the cases of the Becoming
Employable and Mansgement scales, Tables 6 and T.

Student Interviews

According to the interview responses six girls found
laboratory experiences in class the most helpful part of their
Home Economics 14 course; seven found the paid work experience
most valusble: "learning to go out on our own" and “knowing
what to expect.” Two girls said they enjoyed everything and
thought every girl should have the course. One student appre-
ciated most the conferences with her teacher "to build up my
confidence"; enother, an underachiever of considerable ability,
said, "Before I came here I was going to quit school but this
gives you a vwhole new outlook." Other factors mentioned once
each were learning to become employable, sanitation, working
with people, and being paid.

Eight girls thought the course could be improved still
further by sdditional outside work experience; five would
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prefexr more activity in class--especially more practice in
waitress and countergirl skills-~to lectures. Two students
thought the course could be more challenging; one felt two
credits should be given for a two-period class. One student
regretted that baby cere was not included in the class; plans
had originally been made to explore both food service and child
care jobs.

At the time of the interviews nine girls felt prepared for
entry-level food service Jobs, two did not feel ready, and one
was undecided. Nine felt they could handle food service Jobs
at later periods in their lives on the basis of what they had
learned in class, two were not sure, and one did not yet feel

sufficiently well-trained.

Six students chose waitress or hostess jobs as their favorite
food service Jobs because they liked to meet people and felt
prepared for the job. One girl best-enjoyed cooking; another,
cake-decorating. One student liked working with the cash register;
another selected dietery aide as the food service Job closest to.
her first choice, nursing. One student preferred a dietician's job
because it was more challenging and required special training.

Eight of the girls had recommended the course to others. Eight
hoped for additional training after graduation to prepare them for
Jobs as dietician, cake decorator, beautician, airline hostess,
laboratory technicien, secretary, and nurse. One wanted to go
directly into sales, another to be a cashier. One, an orphan
herself, hoped to work in the New York City Foundling Home.

At the time of the interviews nine of the girls, because of
their age, worked only on class catering projects for which they
received $1.00 an hour. Three had additionsl work experience: in
& nursing home, as cashier, and caterer's assistant. Five girls
had trouble getting Jobs because of their sge; the others worked
as much as they wented to. They had few provblems on the job since
most of their work was supervised by their teachers. One girl
said transportation was a problem; another thought the work could
be divided more evenly but found her co~workers pleasant. Working
the late shift was hard for the cashier in a bakery; the students
working in a nursing home said the patients were sometimes
difficult. All 12 girls in the class endorsed work experience
as an opportunity to build confidence, explore different types
of Jobs, and earn money.

Work Experience

By the end of the year seven of the young students had had
from 5-38 hours of outside work experience related to food service.
-T6-
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All but one of the girls hacd worked on class catering projects
for which they received $1.00 an hour. All the class had at least
L0 hours of unpaid professional experience working on catering
projects as a group. Five girls had worked for many hours for
outside employers as babysitters. When all types of work experi-
ence were totealled the girls were found to have earned, during
the course of the school year, from $8-463.

Follow-Up Study

Five girls looked for summer Jjobs but were not able to get
them because of their asge; four students did not wish to work.
One student worked as ceshier at a market 25-30 hours a week at
the minimum wage; another continued with her nurse's aide duties
in a nursing home, earning $1.35 an hour for 35 hours a weex. The
twelfth student did not respond to follow-up communications. .

One employer rating was received, 2.64 for the nurse's aide.
The two students who worked rated their jJobs at 3.00 and 3.22.
They enjoyed the new experience and the money they were able to
earn. The nurse's aide would have liked more hours of work s
week.

Class Nine

Index of Success

The food service course offered in an affluent suburb of the
Triple Cities aree of New York State was found to have an index of
success related significantly to one variable, the post-scores on
the Expectations from the Course scale.

Pretest and Posttest Scores

Three posttest scores, Married Women Working, Interest in
Occupational Training, and Concept of Self in the World of Work,
made significant gains, the first two scores at .02 level of
significance and the last at .08. Teacher rating for the four
general descriptive rating scales showed post-scores approaching
significance for the Becoming Employable and Management scales.

Self-ratings by students did not change significantly, Tables 6
and 7.
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Student Interviews

Two of the seven students in the class found field trips to 3
restaurants and institutions for further education the most helpful
feature of their occupational education class, another two valued
class experiences in cooking and catering. Single responses
included learning to operate restaurant-type ecuipment, orientation E
to work, increased self-confidence and self-respect, learning to 3
get along with people, and appreciation for the informality of a E
class vhich was active and never boring.

Suggestions for strengthening the course made by three girls -4
each were the obtaining of outside jobs sooner, more food prepara- “
tion and catering in class, wider use of textbooks, and more 3
homework. Two girls felt the class could be scheduled earlier in k¢
the day so students could work more hours without missing the class 3
itself. Two girls who had outside work experience said the course 5
should cover more work relevant to their jobs, that there were ‘
things they had had to learn on the job that could have been 3
learned in class, Other ideas submitted by two students were for 4
longer class periods end more up-to-date and comprehensive movies.
Responses heard once were: the use of more resource people,
availability of professional food service magazines, addition of
nurse's aide and child care occupational courses for those who do
not like food service and more field trips. One girl pointed out
the adventage of earlier planning for enrollment in occupational
courses, taking required courses earlier so students could work
more hours as seniors. She also thought students should enroll
in Home Economics 13 by tenth or eleventh grade since it seemed to
take one semester to find a job. Students could then, she said,
move into better Jobs by their senior yesr and the reporting back
to class about a wider vaeriety of jobs would help students choose
occupations for which they were best suited.
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All girls in the class had a strong background in home eco- ]
nomics although two would have liked even more work in foods prior _
to the course. Two students did not think that three years of 3
home economics background should be required for enrollment in
the occupational class; the other five did, however.

TP .

Two students, already working, weren't sure they felt ade-
quately trained at the time of the interview for an entry-level
food service job and two did not feel adequately prepared for
food service Jjobs at later periods in their lives if taking such
Jobs seemed the right thing to do.
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When asked which food service jobs they preferred the girls 3 2
chose short order cook, stewardess, waitress, cook-manager of a i
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cafeteria, dietician, workiug with the food, and hostess, with each
type of job selected once. Reasons for meking their selections
were liking to be with people,wanting to help others, feeling
competent to do the job, and finding the Job interesting and
challenging. Cne girl had recommended the course to others at the
time of the interviews.

Three girls had immediate plans for working at food service
Jobs as short order cook or waitress. Two students expected to
become nurse's aides; two were undecided. Three students hoped
someday to get additional training as practical purses or beau-
ticians.

Work Experience

At the time of the interviews all the girls were earning the
minimum wege, five in food service jobs. Five girls had no prob-
lems on their Jobs. One, who worked as nurse's aide, did not like
working 8-12 days without a dey off or working the 3:00 to 11:30
shift at night. One girl was disappointed to Just wash dishes at
first on her jJob. All but one of the girls liked work experience
as part of an occupationsl course; another, who worked nearly L0O
hours, wasn't sure since she'd had trouble scheduling her classes.

The teacher's final report on work experience for the class
showed that seven girls in the class had worked from 69 - 386 hours
during the course for which they earned at least $90., with e
meximum of $482. Two girls received an extra one-half unit of
school crsdit, since they had nearly 400 hours of work experience.
By the end of the year six students had worked as cook's helpers,
both in the school cafeteria and in outside jobs. The largest
share of the work experience students had was in the school cafe-
teria, where they received the minimum wage.

Follow=Up Study

Two of the seven girls did not respond to follow-up communi-
cations. Of the remaining five, two held food service Jobs at a
nationally franchised drivein, one as assistant manager; one student
wes a nurses's aide in a large hospital; one was clerk-bookkeeper
for a loan company; and another held a factory job. All girls in
the class were seniors at the time of the study and sought permanent
Jobs.

Employer's ratings were received for three of the girls which
rated them from 2.45 - 4.36. Four girls returned job satisfaction
scales, rating their jobs from 3.48 to 4.78. The girl with the
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lowest employer rating was earning the largest hourly wage, $1.80.
All vere eerning more than the minimum wage at the close

of the follow-up study in December. Just one girl said she had 3
a problem with her job; she worked for 25-30 hours a week and k
wished to work fulltime. e
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Class Ten

Index of Student Success

This child care class taught in a local high school on Long
Islend had meny variables associated with the index of success.
Current academic average correlated at the .01 level of significance
and numerical competence, units of vocational education, interest
in occupational training, attitude toward school, self-confidence,
and attitude toward working with others at .05. Spring scores
were represented for the four instruments which were administered
to the sample twice except for the self-confidence measure which
was a pretest score, Table S,

Pretest and Posttest Scores

Posttest gains for this class reached statistical significance
for the child care achievement test and Attitude Toward Home Eco-
nomics scale, and for teacher retings on the Becoming Employable,
Menagement, and Sanitation scales. Changes in student self-ratings

did not reach the criterion level of significance set for the
study, Tables 6 and 7.

Student Interviews

The feature found most helpful by four students in the class,
according to interview responses, was better understanding of
children's behavior. Three liked employment preparation: learning
how to apply for a job, how to act on a Job interview, to get along
with people. Mentioned once each were the discussions of toys and
children's food, first aid, and childhood disesses. Nine girls
said the course would be more meaningful if there were more oppor-
tunity to work with children, in particular children with special
needs. Three girls found the subject matter repetitive from earlier
clesses. Suggestions made once each were for more visits from
employers, use of a textbook, and more field trips.

Most of the girls had a strong background in home economics
-80-




which they found helpful in the occupational class, especially
child care, manegement, and foods. Eight girls felt sufficiently
well-trained to handle a child care aide job; three did not. One
girl said she felt adequately trained but did not want such a job;
another said child cere jobs did not pay well enough. The three
who did not feel competent to hold child care aide jobs indicated a
need for experience first.

In the area of child care five of the girls preferred nursery
school jJobs, one wanted to be a kindergarten teacher, one to work
in summer camps, one with children in a hospital, and one with
disturbed children. One girl did not like child care jobs and
wanted a sales job where she could meet more people. After
graduation two of the girls expected to continue with jobs they
already had, two hoped to get secretarial jobs, one hoped for
employment as a nurse's aide. Two expected to work at any type
of Job they could get. Four girls hoped to go on for further
training as dentel assistant, airline hostess, nurse and beau-
tician.

Work Experience

At the time of spring interviews 10 of the 11 senior girls
were working, although three were babysitting irregularly at $1.00
an hour or less. One girl had Just left her job as s meat wrapper
because of improper advances made by her employer. Three girls
held jobs in factories, one was a nurse's side, and another worked
in & department store as saleslady. One girl, who had been & diet
aide, had moved into a new office job at $1.85 an hour.

According to the teacher's end-of-year report on work experi-
ence two girls in this class did not secure regular jobs during
the school year; others worked from 21 - 684 hours for which
they earned from $26.-855. No school credit was given for work
experience.

Five girls worked in jobs related to their child care course,
two as dietary aides in the children's ward of a hospital and three
es aides to kindergarten teachers. Four others had outside paeid
work experience in clerical or factory work or as nurse's aides.
Three of the girls working as child care aides held supplementary
Jobs in factory and clerical work and food service. Most of the
work experience for this class was paid outside work experience
not directly related to the child care class chosen at least partly
because child care jobs did not pay as well.
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Follow-Up Study i

None of the girls in this child care class who responded to )
follow-up communications was working at a job related to the course i
by the close of the follow-up study in December. Two girls in 3
the class of senior girls went on for further training, one as )
dental assistant and another to businesg school. After training, 3
the dental assistant quickly obtained a job with which she was ‘
very pleased. One student continued her job as werd attendent
at a State hospital for 40 hcvrs a week at $2.02 an hour. Another
student worked full-time es a waitress at $1.50 an hour, later
changed to a sales job at $1.35. A thiru girl held a factory Jjob
at $1.50 an hour. One studcat, who continued in school for another
year, did not work over the summer; one, vnemployed during the
course, was still unemployed at the end ¢: the study. Four girls
did nct reply to the series of cards, letters, and guestionnaires
they received as part of the follow-up study.

Bmployer ratings, received for two of the girls, rated the
ward attendant at 3.6L4 and the salesclerk at 4.27. Three of the
girls returned the Job satisfaction scale, "My Job", rating
their jobs from 2.T0 for the factory worker to 4.17 for the seles
clerk. The girls liked meeting new people and in one case "the
feeling of helping my patients and helping in their cure." The
salesclerk disliked heving to rush sometimes; the factory worker
wanted to change to another type job. One girl would have
preferred to be in college rather than wvorking for it.

Class Eleven

Jadex of Success

One variable was found significantly correlated with the
index of success for the small child cere class taught in an area
vocational school loceted in an urban center of central New York
State. The spring scores for Expectations from the Course was
found related to success in this occupational class, at the .05
level of significance.

Pretest and Posttest Scores

Posttest scores for Attitude toward Working with Others
and Attitude Toward Home Economics rose significantly over pre-
scores. Neither teacher ratings nor student self-ratings on the
four descriptive rating scales measuring general employability
showed significant changes, Tables 6 and T.
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Student Interviews

All five students found the nursery school held in conjunction
with their class a helpful feature since it provided opportunity
for observing and praecticing child guidance principles and learning
what to expect from ckhildren of various ages. The five students
also valued first aid training. Two students eppreciated learning
about children's diseases and one said learning about home nursing
and general health was helpful. Three of the students thought
more first aid training would be useful; three would expand the
course to include study of a greater variety of children: infants,
handicapped, and older children. Three girls would have liked
nore time to discuss the nursery school chilidren with their occupa-
tional home economics teacher. Suggestions were aslsc made for more
equipment, more room, more work on safety, snd wider use of text-
books. Cne girl felt the class should be taught how to apply for
a job.

The girls had had little home economics backgrouné and did
not feel basic courses in home economics should be required for
enrollment in their class. PFour girls felt rezdy both at present
and at later periods in their lives for entry-level child care
Jobs. Four girls chose as their preferred Job in child care work
with children in hospitals, with two of the four giving work as
nursery school aide as an equally desirable alternative. One
girl wished to work with the hendicapped because "they need the
help the most." The girls also chose hospital work because they
felt the children needed attention and care. Impressicns received
on field trips to hospitals contributed to this feeling. Work in
nursery schools was chosen as presenting opportunities for working
with a variety of children. Four girls recommended the course to
others.

One student hoped, after graduation, to go to businese school,

two for training as aursery school teachers, one as social worker,
and one as a child psychologist.

Work Experience

At the time of the interviews ncne of the girls was receiving
the minimum wage. Four worked at babysitting and odd jobs; one,
in an ice cream store. Problems related to work experience included
having to learn everything on the job, lack of confidence and
wanting more work; two girls had no problems on the job. Three
girls could not find Jobs other than baby-sitting; all thought
supervised work experience should be a part of their course because
as one said, "without it we haven't got anything."
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The teacher's end-of-the-year report on work experience *
showed each girl having from 106 - 136 hours experience as ~
nursery school aides helping with gemes, art and music activ-
ities, stories, and refresiments. Students were not psid for
this participation which was considered an essential part of

their training.

Follow-Up Study

The five girls in the class were Juniors who returned to
school in the fall. Their summer jJobs included babysitting for
neighbors at $.50 - .75 an hour, clerking in an ice cream store
at $1.30 an hour for 12-20 hours a week, and work at the minimum
wage in a day care center operated by the Office of Econamics
Opportunity. One girl did not wish to work and one did not respond
to follow-up communications.

Employer ratings and j¢b satisfaction scales were received for
two of the girls. The babysitter received an employer rating of
4.00 and rated her job at 4.35. The day care center aide received
e high employer rating of U4.L5 and rated her job at 4.17. The
girls who had Jobs working with children all enjoyed their work
because of the contact with children. The countergirl in an ice
crean store liked meeting people and “learning to cope with their
moods." Problems on the job reported by the girls were just
working part-time, transportation, end "mot using my schooling as
I was hoping I could with little children and handicapped people."

Class Twelve

Index of Success

The index of success for the child care class of four girls
enrolled in an area occupational center in southwestern New York
State was not found to be correlated at the predetermined level
of sighificance with variables thought related to success in an
occupational education course. A rizh degree of correlation is
required for statistical significar:e of .05 when the number of
students is so small. Une correlation, between the index and
the spring score on Attitude Toward School, was .98 but still
did not meet the criterion for so few students.

Pretest and Posttest Scores

Neither scores on the test instrumeants nor teacher ratings
on the general employability scales changed significantly over the
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school year. Student self-ratings on the Becoming Employable and
Management scales showed positive changes at levels of significance
approaching the criterion.

Student Interviews

The girls found working with and cbserving the nursery school
children the most helpful feature of their clans., Also referred
to were learning about children from the teacher and the readings.
When asked for ideas that could contribute to their course four
girls said more room end better facilities, including an outside
play area for the children, were needed. Two girls thought the
nursery school should not open until after the class had had
several weeks of instruction to prepare for the young children;
two wanted more time for planning nursery school activities and
discussing the children. Three girls asked for field trips to
hospitals and child care centers. Suggestions made once each were
learning more songs and games to teach the children, some foods
work, longer nursery school periods, first aid, and a daily break
in their long class period.

Three of the girls found their background of several years'
work in home economics helpful, one did not. Two felt ready for
entry-level jobs in child care, one was not sure, and one said she
probably would feel prepared after another year. Three girls
chose wori.ng in hospitals as their favorite child care Jobs; one
was satisfied with any work with children. The reasons for their
preferences included liking to meet people and wvanting to help
children who need them. Three of the students had recommended the
course to others at the time of the interviews.

Two girls had indefinite post-graduation plans although one
hoped for work in child care. One girl expected to join the Air
Force; the fourth student wanted to be & nurse or nursery school
teacher.

Work Experience

At the time of the interviews jobs held by the girls were
mostly baby-sitting and house-cleaning, for which one received
the minimum wage. One girl worked at a seasonal Jjob tying
grepes for $1.15 an hour. Three had problems on the job handling
the children; one girl had trouble getting her pay from the
parents who hired her. Two head trouble finding suitable Jjobs;
all endorsed supervised work experience as part of an occupational
course.
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The end-of-year report prepared by the teacher showed that
all the girls had 350 hours of experience as nursery school aides.
Work in the nursery school was considered part of the classwork
and the girls were not paid.

Follow-Up Study

Since the four students continued in school for another year
the follow-up for them terminated at the end of the summer. One
girl babysat irregularly at $.5C an hour and picked grapes at $1.35.
One also picked fruit and earned in addition $5.00 a week helping
her grandfather on his milk route. One girl babysat on a regular
basis at $4.00 a day. Two employer ratings of 4.00 vwere received;
three girls rated their jobs at 3.25 to 5.00. Problems encountered
on the Job included transportation, wenting more work, and occasional
difficulty handling the children.
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RESULTS: TEACHER REPORTS

A major objective of the present study was to help provide,
by means of descriptive data, answers to questions raised by
secondary schools and teacher-preparing institutions regarding
occupational home economics:

1) What procedures are efficient and whet standards
reasonable Jor selection of students?

2) What instructional materials are useful?

3) What fecilities, resources, and financing are needed
for teaching and training?

i) What are the time demands on teachers?

5) What are the problems schools and teachers meet in
setting up and carrying through an occupational course?

6) What are the educational asd occupational backgrounds of
teachers of Jjob-.-related home economics courses?

Teachers submitted throughout the year records concerning
various aspects of their occupational home economics progrems
and responded to questionnaires and checklists about relevant
facts.

Background of Respondents

Eleven instructors taught the 12 classes in occupavional home
economics; one instructor taught two courses, Home Economins 1h
and a Home Economics 13 class focusing on child care. Seven of
the teachers had master‘’s degrees, or the equivalent, in home
economics education; one had a master's degree in guidance; and
another, a master's degree in science-nutrition. One teacher
had a bachelor's degree in home ecoromics and the ingtructor of
a professional food service class in an area occupational center
had a diplome in institutional foods management, one year's
training in hospital dietetics, and additional work in cafeteria
management.

Most of the teachers had experience both in and outside the
regular school situation, Table 10. Within the regular school
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Table 10

Professional Experience, Participating Teachers

Class
Teaching Experience
(number of years) 1 2 3 L4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Elementary ¥ 2 3 L *
Junior high 2 3 3 8 2 &4 2
Senior high 13 10 22 16 2 12 1 13 13
College 2

Adult Education 1 1 18 2 * 2 7 1 1
Hospitel 17

Church * ¥ 5
Other Yy 5 2 6 1 5 2wks.

=W

Work Experience
(number of years)

Cafeteris (school

or other) 10 #
Restaurant *# 0 2 ® 2
Hospital 10 T % *
Private home
Social work * * *
Office ¥ *
Camp counselor * *
Day care center * *
Store (selling) ‘ *
Community cateriug *
Test kitchen *

*®
¥
&
Nt
w

*

*
*
&

*no information about the number of years experience

situation 10 of the teachers had taught at the secondary level and
eight in Junior high. Nine of the teachers also had experience
working with adults; one teacher had five years' experience in
religious education.

Eleven cf the 12 respondents had work experience other than
teaching and in at least two different types of working situationms.
Eight teachers had worked in cafeterias or restaurants; four had
hospital experience. The teachers had widely-varied experience.
One, for instance, had worked as & waitress, soda fountain clerk,
countergirl, and cook's helper.

Teachers participating in the study were asked to respond to
a Likert-type questiomnaire, "Teacher Attitude Toward Course'.
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The teachers were generally favorable toward the new occupa-
tionel programs; some, however, hed more positive feelings than
others, Teble 11. Individual scores varied from 32-50 in the fall
and from 34-49 in the spring. All tcachers felt secure in their
teaching positions by spring while only 75% had in the fall; some
were less sure in the spring than they had bteen in the fall that
occupational programs have a place in the home econamics curriculum,

Attitudes”r;lating to teachers' and students' abilities and
background were more positive at the time of posttesting than they

had been in the fall.

A key finding in the study was the change in teacher attitudes
toward students of limited academic ability. At the time of fall
testing 75% of the teachers said they would have preferred :
students of less limited mental ability.

Table 1l

Teacher Attitude Toward Course

% Positive Responses

Iten Fall Spring
(n=12) (n=12)
1. I am very glad to have the opportunity
to teach this course. 100 100
2., I think I will feel secure in this new
teaching position. 15 100
3. I feel competent to teach this course. 83 83
4k, Occupational education belongs in the
high school home econcmies curriculum. 83 75
5. I have had adequate teaching experience
for me to teach this course. 92 92

6. I have had enough work experience to
provide an adequate background for me
to teach this course. 83 83

7. The training I have had in education
has been adequate for me to teach this

course. 67 83
8. I would have preferred students of less
limited mental ability. 75 25

9. I would have preferred students with &
different background (socio-econcmic,

ethnic, racial) 50 75
10. I am satisfied with the types and ability
of students selected to take the course. 50 67
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Some comments made by the participating teachers in the fall
were: 'So new! Am worried about my background and what I have
to offer," "This feeling of insecurity on my part has made me try
harder," "The students' background wouldn't matter. Here it is
the need of the individual that is importent," and "In the
teaching of velues and attitudes I feel competent.” Comments in
the spring were: "I reslly don't care about students' background
if I feel that I can help them," and one teacher wasn't sure she
wes satisfied with the types and ability of students placed in
her course "and yet the slower ones have to have & niche."

Teachers also responded to a questionnaire about needed
training or experience (Appendix). They were asked to list subjects
they had studied which were helpful in teaching an occupational
class. Six named foods and nutrition courses; four found institu-
tion manegement , management, psychology, and child development
helpful; three indicated quantity food preparation; two listed
occupational home economics work shops; and one each mentioned
family relationships, vocational guidance, curriculum, bacteriology,
business accounting, art, and first aid.

Additional skills they thought they needed were quantity food
service and preparation listed by four teachers; use of commercial
equipment according to 3 teachers; creative cookery, institution
management, cetering, guidence, and nursery school techniques,
mentioned once each. The teachers were generally satisfied with
the work experience they had had, but three said experience working
with large quantity food preparation would have been helpful; two
teachers said experience in institution manegement, restaurant work,
and counseling would have helped; and one each would have liked

more experience in nursery school participation, family mesl planning,

administration, and teaching students in the basic track.

oelection of Students

Half of the participating teachers responded to a checklist
related to criteria used in selecting students (Appendix). Some
teachers, particularly in area occupational centers, were not
involved; guidance counselors placed the students in the occupe-
tional classes. Teachers were asked to check criteria necessary
and appropriate for student selection. Level of ecademic achieve~
aent, IQ, age, personal characteristics, student request, and
reccmmendation of teacher or counselor were the criteria checked
by the teachers who responded to the questionnaire. In Table 12
it can be seen that although students were selected according to
SES in the fall, the respondents did not consider this an appro-
priate factor in the spring. Teacher judgment of other criteris
changed little over the period of the school year.
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Table 12

Teacher keactions to Criteria for Selection of Students

Positive Responses

Criteria Fall Spring
(n=6) (n=6)

Level of Academic Achievement 5 4
1Q 5 4
Aptitude Test 2 2
Age of Student 5 L
Potential Drop-Out 3 2
Recommendation (home economics 6 4

teacher, guidance counselor,

and so forth)
Student Request p. 4
Parental Request 2 2
Previous Work Experience(or lack of it) 3 3
Personal Cheracteristics of Students 5 4
Socioeconomic Status 6 1

Time Demands

The teachers spent many hours during the summer in preparation
for the programs, an average of more than 150 hours per teacher or
gbout 4 weeks of 40 hours (Table 13). One respondent had done most
of her preparation during the summer of 1964. Others took a summer
class or workshop in prepareation for teaching the occupational
course. The most time-consuming activities prior to the course were
concerned with organizing classroom teaching--selection of course
content and objectives, selection and purchase of equipment, and
preparing instructional materials. The other activities, ordered
according to time requirements, were: preparing publicity, con-
tacting resource people and prospective employers, developing
record end filing systems, preparing budgets, purchasing equipment
and supplies, selecting students, and conferences.

About half the teachers'time during the school year was spent
in classroom teaching and lesson preparation; sbout one-fourth of
the total time was spent scheduling, supervising, and eveluating
work experience. An average of 80 hours per program wes reported
as the amount of time devoted to conferences and public relatioms.
Activities contributing to public relations were sociel affairs
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for parents, faculty and staff, employers, and other students;
meetings with potential employers, other resource people, and
newspaper reporters; and speeches made before such groups as
guidance counselors end an Econcmics Opportunity Council. Con-
ferences with parents required en average of 5 hours per program;
conferences with students, largely for guidance purposes, averaged
31 hours per program although one teacher spent 88 hours in con-
ferences: with students. Conferences with people other than:parents
and students averaged 33 hours per program; these conferences

were with guidance counselors, advisory committee, coordinators,
school administrators, college professors, other vocational
education teachers, elementary and kindergarten teachers, psychol-
ogists, Cornell research team, employers, and guest speakers.

Category E, other activities, included such things as field
trips, testing by Cornell research team, and Albany conferences.

Teaching time demaunds during the school year included:

Activity Total Average
Hours per program
A. Classroom teaching and lesson preparation 4010 334
B. Scheduling, supervising and evaluating
work experience 2443 204
C. Routine department business, research,
record keeping and correspondence 1294 108
D. Conferences and public relations 956 90
E. Other activities 103 9

Most teachers in local high schools had afternoons free for
cocutacting employers, counseling students, and supervising outside
work experience. One teacher, Class Three, carried a full teaching
load in addition to the occupational class. Teachers in area
occupational centers typically taught two classes of three class
periods each daily, leaving little time for any activity but class-
roon teaching.

Instructional Materials

As has been shown, the 11 teachers of the 12 classes spent
many hours selecting and preparing instructional materials. A
bibliography of materials found useful is included in the Appendix.
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Some curriculum materials are related to general employment and
are applicable to any home economics occupational education
class; others are related to the specific occupational areas of
food service or child care.

In the typicel situation two-thirds of the budget for
instructional materiaels was spent for textbooks, reference bocks,
pamphlets and leaflets; the other third was used for magazines,
newspapers and audio-visual items. A great variety of pamphlets
and bulletins, published by professional goverimental, commercial,
and various special-interest agencies are free or inexpensive
materials. The amount spent by schools for inmstructional materials
garied from $Uk.48 - $225 with the median at $100 and the mean,

115,

The ways in which instructional resources were employed were
as broad and varied as the imagination of the teachers. Two
examples follow: one related to magazines and newspepers and the
other to resource persons.

Megazines and newspapers were used in one class in the
following ways:

Want-ads were explored for available jobs within the locality.

.Job-related news items affecting home and family were posted
on bulletin boards; that is, news relating to health insurance,
social security, and consumer protection.

.Groups interested in child care were identified from various
erticles.

JUp-to-date information on fabrice, foods, equipment, health,
and safety was gathered for study and use on bulletin boards.

Many different types of resource people were invited to speak
to a food service class:

.The French instructor to teach correct pronunciation of
French cookery items.

.The school nurse and physical education ip=*s..ctor to teach
body mechanics.

.The school safety director and school luach direector to
teach safety at work.

.The lccal caterer to introduce students to problems
related to catering. ok
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.A representative of the Social Security Administration to
discuss worker benefits.

Many persons from different types of food service operations
to spesk about entry-level jJobs.

.The Wnite House chef to speak sbout his training and his ]
duties in the Capitol. ’

Some learning experiences felt by participating teachers to :
be especially relevant to a home economics occupational program }

were:

.Role playing used to report a fire, to call the ambulance, ‘
the police, the poison center, and the parents; to illus- "
trate how to act in an interview situation; and how to i
handle difficulties with boss, custcmer, and fellow worker.

Formal and informal receptions involving both small and large
groups provided opportunities for menmu planning, focd prepa-
ration and teble setting and service.

Menu collection from local restaurants end from restaurants
in cities both inside the country and out to familiarize
students with preparation and wording of menus.

Participation in planning observations of groups of children.

Field trips to local hospitals, hotels, restaurants, and
food plants to acquaint students with work situation and job

opportunities.

.Viewing "The French Chef" on television each week as part
of their homework.

.Visits to institutions of higher learning to which the
trainees could reasonebly aspire.

Financing

Teachers tabulated monthly the total expenses incurred by
the pilot progrems. The date did not include salaries and certain
capital expenditures but pointed out the nature of costs involved
in occupational programs. In Table 1k the expenses have been
categorized as equipment; supplies, such as food and laundry;
instructional materials; reimbursed teacher transportation costs;
class field trips; and special clothing, the rental or purchase
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of unifomns.

Initial equipment costs were highest in the food

service program taught in an area occupational center end in the
local high school which estaeblished a faculty lunchroom to serve
Costs of supplies,
mostly for food, rose according to the amount of quantity cookery

as a laboratory for Home Economics 13 students.

and class catering experience the students had.
in instructional materials was more uniform for all the classes.

Money invested

Six teachers had reimbursed travel expense, exclusive of the two
Albveny conferences, for visits to potential employers and to super-

vise training stations.

Travel expense ranged from $10. - 135,

with the greatest expense incurred by teachers with strong outside
work experience program. Miscellaneous costs included such items
as postage, flowers, and garbage dispossal.

Table 1k

Expenses Incurred by Occupational Classes

Instr. Teacher Field Special
Class Equipment Supplies Materials Trans. Trips Clothing Misc.
1 9376.00 778.03 59.25 81.00
2 %00 .9k 120.05 83.35 10.00 16.90
3 109.75
L 3069.k0 376.00 217.55 123.00 40.00
5 515.53 504, ub 189.4k 25.20 50.00
6. 6639.59 1680.16 104 .40 69.40 176.90 66.60
T 22k .15 113.93 94.00 135.00
8 340.00 310.00 225.00 299.00 130.00 18.80
9 1091.00 124,67 54 .70 40.00
10 40.00 43.00 102.20 Th.hoO 2.00
11 2242.40 39.00 L4 48 28.41
12 2522.5h4 134.00 98.79 24,00 20.00 58 .24
Total 26,461.55 4,223.28 1,382.51 391.60 559.40 433.55 10L4.30
Not all teachers reported expense for field trips; in some

cases the schools absorbed the cost and in vthers trips were made
within walking distance of the schools. Class Eight made especially
interesting field trips--to a magazine test kitchen, a famous besuty
salon, and dinner and the theatre in New York City--in an effort to
extend the horizons of the class of tenth grade students, most of
whom have been considered prior to the course to be potentisal
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dropouts. The class financed their New York City trip with
money earned in catering projects. Most food service classes
had the experience of dining in fine restaurants. Sometimes
the classes finenced their own dinners; occasionslly advisory
committee members entertained a class.

Facilities

Participating teachers indicaeted on a checklist
(Appendix) the food service or child care facilities avaeilable to

then.

Food Service

Four major facilities were used in the total food service
program: home economics department kitchen, school cafeteria
kitchen, faculty lunchroom, and new quantity food preparation
unit set up in the classroom. Facilities used most regularly
throughout the year were the home economics department kitchen
snd the class quantity food preparetion unit. Six teachers said
the department kitchen was an essential facility; five considered
the class quantity food preparation unit essential. Table 15
illustrates the regularity of use of food service facilities
and the teachers' assessment of the need for each type.

Table 15

Facilities: Pood Service Classes

Class
Facility 1 2 3 4 5 6 T 8 9
Class quanxity R##R R¥EH  RAXN RE## *#* pRER * R¥** *.
food prepara-
tion unit
Faculty
lunchroom * BH¥ie #  pE® ¥

Home economics
department
gitchen

School cafeteria

kitchen R¥¥x% Q#® R¥EX Q¥ Q¥ B¥#* Q O#¥ Q¥¥%

N
Soae e
L it

i e 2 gt
L g 2 VR R XA 5

i

"y

TN P
P LR SRR

QENE Q#E Q¥ REER  REEE  REEE  RXK¥ RENX

Key: B = blocked time ##*%= FEssential
R = Used regularly #* = Desirable
0 = Used occasionally * = Immaterial
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The most commen problem with facilities involved the school
cafeteria; three teachers had trouble scheduling use of cafeteria
facilities. One teacher hoped for better cooperation from the
school dietician another year. Transportation of students to
various cafeterias in the school system presented a problem for
one teacher; another had to cope with long distances between food
storege areas and the faculty lunchroom.

A comment of interest wag made by the teacher of Class Seven,
"From the types of jobs I have located for high school girls in
food service--I do not find quantity cooking is a must--even
though I have indicated it is & need in my background."

Most of the schools, seven out of the nine, had both gas and
electric equipment. A list of equipment and the incidence ~f use
is presented in Teble 16.

Table 16

Equirment Used in Nine Food Service Classes

Frequency of Use
Equipment Regularly Occasionally

Freezer

Refrigerator, reach in
Refrigerator, walk in

Ovens, conventional

Ovens, microwave

Range

Compartment Steamer

Mechanical dishwashing equipment
Steam Jacketed kettle

Cafeteria counter

EEWRIDODFWW ERDWON =N & O |

Broiler

Deep fat fryer
Grill

Blender

Coffeemaker
Chopper, mechanical
Toaster

Electric slicing machine
Mixer

Vegetable peeler
Trays

Tr.y stands
Uniforms

WHOPRRMNOHFFMODPODPDEDHFNDED AV ol o W

Cash Register




All items of equipment listed in Table 16 were rated as
essential by at least one teacher except microwave ovens,
considered desirsble.

Some special learning expe:iences were made possible by
facilities and/or equipment added for the course. A faculty res-
taurant was equipped in one school; in another the availability of
the already established faculty lunchroom served ss e laboretory
for food service students. Freezers contributed to possibilities
for catering large affairs. Grills and coffemakers made improvised
lunchrooms more realistic. Projects which some teachers felt
would have been important, but were impossible to realize because
facilities or equipment were not available, included: short order
cooking, deep fat frying, broiling meats, and restaurant service.
The needed equipment included: grill, fryer, broiler, walk-in
refrigerator, electric slicing machine, soda fountain, and large
freezer.

Child Care Services

The checklist of equipment likely to be used in a preschool
laboratory included both active and quiet plasy equipment, basic
art and music equipment, expendable educational supplies, dramatic
play materials, and indoor furnishings and equipment. Table 17
summarizes the teachers' assessment of the usefulness of items of
equipment and incidence of use. Only items considered essential
or desirable by the teachers were included in the table; the total
list of items,Child Care Facilities Questionnaire, appears in the
Appendix.

Special projects made possible because of facilities and
equipment added for the occupational course were nursery schools
set up as laboratories to train child care aides; the two area
occupational centers had such programs.

Projects the teachers thought important but impossible to
realize because of lack of facilities and equipment were pre-
paring and serving children's food, because a range and refrig-
erator were unavailable, playground activities, because there
wes no protected outside area; and preparation and care of rest
equipment, because the room wes too small.

Teachers' Evaluation of the Pilot Programs

An instrument was prepared for the teachers' end-of-year
evaluation of the programs (Appendix) in which teachers were
asked to check only items they believed were inadequate or could
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Table 17

Equipment Used in Three Child Care Classes

Class
Equipment 10 Il 12
Active Play Equipment,:
wheel toys N¥® yHs N
climbing apparatus ¥ yHEs ) Ak
swing N* *& N
sandbox N#% N N
building materials N** Y* N
Quiet Play Equipment:
books yhex ) Gl Y¥#
puzzles ) bl y*# ) Gadaed
games YR Y Y
menipulative toys N ¥ N
Art Equipment and Supplies  Y¥¥* y*# yr#
Basic Music Equipment yhk® ) bkl D Sl
Dramatic Play Equipment
housekeeping toys y*# yr%E® &
transportation toys yr#* yr#* yr#
Basic Indoor Furnsihing
and Equipment:
renge yHER N
refrigerator D Suddd bl
coat rack N e yru%
cots or rugs N Y Y*
library displaey rack Y yrE#
low open shelves N ) A yxEx
tables and chairs N yxu yu#
Key: ¥ = Used in preschool laboratory  **# = Essential
N = Not used ** = Desirable
¥ = TImmaterial

be improved upon the next year they taught an occupational class.
Items not checked presumebly caused few problems. Major aress,

in order of rank, indicated by the teachers as causing difficulty
or needing improvement were: Facilities and Resources, Student
Work Experiences, Evaluating Students, Communicating, Department
Routine, Course,Content, Public Relations, Selection of Stddents,
and Financing. Five or more teachers had problems with inadequate
storage space, laboratory space, and equipment; finding appropriate
work experiences and transportation of students to work; and finding
time tc develop evaluative instruments and communicate with the
advisory committee. Four teachers checked problems related to
finding instructional materials, obtaining funds, assigning grades,
interpreting program to prospective students, scheduling field

trips, and having secreterial help. (Table 18)
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Table 16

Teacher-Indicated Problems, End-of-Year Evaluation

Number of

o oy o0

Aress Teachers

" N +
L PTG A RN N SUAPTIIS Y Y AP
A Y e DR el Sy PR A RS

TR

1. Pacilities and Resources:
Storage Space
Laboratory Space
Equipment
Instructional Materials
Classroom Space

N &EFuviwun o

2. Student Work Experiences:
Finding Enough Work Experiences
Transportation of Students to Work
Obtaeining Special Uniforms
Obtaining Working Papers
Arranging for Physicel Examinations

W o\
ot e Wil AR i Nl A T e o Vi, e PN 5 e Al Sotpnli, '€ o

3. Evaluating Students:
Finding Time to Develop Evaluating
Instruments
Assigning Grades
Measuring Changes in Skills
Measuring Changes in Attitudes

=W &

L, Communication With:
Advisory Committee
Guidance Personnel
Parents
Administration

[ VSR VI RN 1]

5. Department Routine:
Scheduling Field Trips
: Need for Secretarial Belp
i Need for Filing System
3 Purchasing Supplies or Equipment

[AC 2 A0 BN ~ g~

6. Course Content:
Selecting Content
Planning Units of Work
Establishing Objectives

N W W
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“able 18 (con't)

AYreas Number of
Teachers

T. Public R:lations
Obtaining Publicity Through Mass Media

Interpreting Program to Public

w &=

8. Selection of Students for Course:
Interpreting Program to Prcspective
Students
Considerations in Selecting Students

o &

9. Financing
Obteining Funds
Preparing Budget and/or Requisition 1

&

The teachers were invited to comment about their problems.
Teacher remar ° about student work experience were mostly concerned
with obtaining working papers and physical examinations for the
students. When adeguate advance plans were made the two crucial
steps toward student work experience were completed with little

apparent difficulty.

The teachers hoped to have more time in the second year of
the program to develop better evaluative techniques. To assist
her in assigning student grades one teacher hoped to develop a
scele which will take some items from the rating sceles and
relate them to classroom performance, £ill in with supporting
evidence and discuss with pupils before report card marking.

The teachers were eager to have more time for meetings with
parents, guidance counselors, administrators, and advisory commit-
tees so that their new programs might be better understood. They
pointed out the importance of including on the advisory committee
potential employers who could provide Jobs for trainees themselves
and heip in locating other work opportunities. Scheduling
meetings with advisory committees presented problems because of
the many commitments of committee members. One teacher expected
to set up a calendar of meetings at the beginning of the school
year in order to make maximum use of her committee. Two teachers

welcomed employment in the summer. One wrote:
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The occupational home economics coordinator-teacher
should have at least one month summer employment to
maintain employer-cocrdinator relationship end also for
follow-up procedures with students.

Tn some schools field trips had to be scheduled several
weeks in advance, which the teachers found difficult. One
teacher of a child care aide class hed a special problem in
that she had no operating budget for the school year; all
supplies were purchased the preceding summer. She herself
paid for perishable supplies or items overlooked by the

purchasing agent.

In the area of course content one teacher, who had spent
the most hours counseling students of any teacher in the sample
commented, "I need to simplify and trim; the students' background
is poor. Need more time for group guidance and will use more
often." A teacher who conducted many class catering projects
planned to change to a double period course the following year
"so we can include more food production work with a more
realistic approach." A third teacher said she would not include
family meal service as such again in her occupational class.
Meking course content meaningful to low ability students challenged
the teacher of a Home Economics 14 class; teaching world of work
concepts presented problems to & Home Economics 13 teeacher.
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. RESULTS: REPORTS OF GUIDANCE COUNSELORS

Two major objectives of the study dealt with student place-
ment in occupational classes and the amount of guidance and
counseling support needed by the students. Counselors were
asked in the fall to respond to a checklist of possible criteria
used when guiding students into the new home economics programs.
At the conclusion of the courses the counselors were asked to
1 rate the effectiveness of the criteria they had used and to
E indicate whether, in the light of the experience, other consid-

3 erations might also be important.

N D T B N e U O R P LI
=t £ ¢ Tera TS ibiar G RESET SIS 4y g4 3

} ; Criteria most often used by counselors as guides for referral

& of students into occupational courses were age of the student,

. identification as potential dropouts, recommendation of the home
economics teacher, student request, and personal characteristics
such as underachievement and poor disposition. At least 13 of the
28 responding counselors had used the major criteria, as shown

, in Table 19. The most commonly used criterion was the request of
§ the student himself. Criteria used less often were level of
\ academic achievement, IQ, and parental request.

Explanatory comments concerning the use of level of academic
achievement as a guideline for placing students in occupational
courses were, '"Low-academic students with manual dexterity are
considered good potentials" and low level of academic achievement
"is a valid criterion in many instances; however, I can see a place
for certain average or above average learners in such a program.”
A participating teacher in the study who also served as guidance
counselor for her class wrote that her students were chosen as
"underschievers, troublemakers. I find that 'taking them where
you find them' is most rewarding." One counselor, who said the
pilot class in her school was made up of slow learners, thought
that students more academically sble would be more appropriate
members of a Home Economics 13 class. In regard to using IQ in
student selection one counselor wrote, "Important in that if you
begin screening by IQ ususlly the higher ones are accepted and
lower ones are agein ieft out. A reverse screening is used and
importent".

Few counselors used aptitude tests or interest inventories
as bases for student selection. The Kuder preference test was
listed four times and the tests of finger and manual dexterity
given by the New York State Office of Employment Service once.
Age of students was considered by 16 of the responding counselors
when the student was near drop-out age, over age for his class
or to meet requirements for working papers.
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Table 19
Responses of 28 Guidance Counselors
to Checklist: Considerations in Selecting Students
Used in Selection Rating Ny
Criteria Y N 0 Y¥ N#% O
1. Level of Academic Achievement
Cverall Average 9 3 16 6 3 19
Standing in Class 8 4 16 5 b 19 3
Home Economics Average T 3 18 5 3 20 §
Othex 3 2 23 1 3 24 E
2. IQ ;
Low (75-90) ( T 14 4 1 23 ;
Average {90-110) 9 6 13 9 o 19 ;
Above Average (110 +) 1 13 14 1 2 25 ;
3
3. Aptitude Test or Interest f
Inventory 5 4 19 5 1 22 3
L. Age of Student 16 4 8 1k 3 11 é
5. Potential Drop-out 13 1 W 11 o0 17 ;
6. Reccmmendation of Teacher: ;
Home Economics 1k 2 12 14 0 1k i
Guidance Counselor 19 0 9 16 0 12 ]
Other 5 1 22 5 0 23 ;
4
7. Student Request 2k 2 2 20 1 7 3
§
8. Parental Request 8 4 16 T 1 20 g 3
9. Work Experience L 4 20 L 2 22 :
10. Personal Characteristics 18 1 9 15 2 11 :
{
11. SES° 2 6 20 1 b 23 2 ]
12. Other 2 26 2 26 12
) - Y* = Necessary ana Appropriate Factor in
Key: Y=Y
« N = Ngs Student Selection
0 = No Response N* = Neither Necessary nor Appropriate
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Helf the counselors considered potential dropouts suitable
cendidates for occupational classes. A counselor wrote, "I feel
a student who graduates on the basis of social promotion, prepared
for nothing but the unemployment or welfare rolls, should be termed &
drop-out. This should be ccnsidered in the term and then I feel
it's essential to consider." A second counselor said it would take
two or three years to tell whether such courses will help; one
of his students would have dropped out except for the occupational
class. One counselor said most of the students in the Home Economics
14 class in his school were potential dropouts. Another wasn't
sure of the criterion: '"This student might have 'learned' more by
leaving school. She was in all kinds of trouble (truancy, smoking,
lying, etc.) ALL YEAR. She graduated st the expense of chaos for
the director of attendance, etc." The student referred to graduated
and at the conclusion of the follow-up study wes working and advanc-
ing in a Job she enjoyed.

Home economics teachers recruited many of their own students;
in other cases the students were made acquainted with the new course
by their counselors. A counselor commented, "Both are good judges
of the individual who would profit by the program." Student -
interest in the course was the main criterion for placement used
by many counselors and they were satisfied with its effectiveness.
One noted that those students who requested the course did better
than those who were enlisted; a second counselor, however, said
students who requested the course were doing well but not any netter
than the others. Parentsl request was sometimes a factor in
enrollment although more common was the need for parental approval
of released time for outside work experience.

Previous work experience or lack of.it was used little as a
criterion for pupil placement but one counselor thought stress on
work experience might be useful. Another emphasized that iack of
experience was not alwsys the important factor, that what was needed
was "training suited to those floundering in indecision or with
lack of hope sbout entering the world of work."

One counselor pointed out that the criterion, personal
characteristics of student, was "important, but can be misleading.
Many in [Home Economics 1l4] program because of low IQ and grades
had no ambition to do anything." A second counselor at the same
school said most students made little effort and had poor attitudes
prior to the course and that she had observed "considerable improve-
ment." A counselor wrote, "In most cases, it is hoped that the
course will do something for them along these lines." 'This year,"
wrote another, ''chosen because of lack of motivation and ambition
and passive or unheppy concerning lot in life. Could be the

cpposite, however."
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Other considerations used in student placement were simply
needing a credit for graduation and being able to earn one in the
occupational class, and meeting the suggested background require-
ments of two or more units in home economics.

Counselors were also asked, at the close of the year, to supply
information about the amount of guidance and counseling support
given students enrolled in occupational education. In large school
systems no speclal support was given; the students were offered the
same guidance and counseling service as the rest of the student
body. The usual counseling services were at least three conferences
during the year and more on & voluntary "drop-in" basis. One
large system contacted students in the experimental class on a
regular basis; no fewer than five contacts were made. One counselor
pointed out that the occupational home econemics teacher had been
able to work closely with her students and had been willing to
personally guide and counsel the girls in the program.

Some individual counselors used such statements as "complete
support and encouragement” and "a great deal of counseling," and
indicated that numerous contacts~--both formal and informal--were
made. The following comments are of special interest; both are
from counselors in large city high schools:

My four counselees talked freely about their experi-
ences. Only one was especially 'disenchanted.' She was
most unhappy in manual work which involved washing pots
and pans. I find young people are very impatient in
wanting 'better jobs faster.' Youth wants employment
'status'. (Maybe we should invent some glamorous titles
for routine tasks!)

The guidance department worked closely with the
home economics department, throughout the year in the
counseling and guidance of these students. Specifically,
the teacher and I conferred whenever either of us felt
it necessary, and I met with the students on many
occasions. Incidentally, the teacher did & fine job
in orienting these students in this field and in helping
them to select and get acquainted with areas of special
interest to them. We both attempted to encourage these
students and helped them to be more self-confident end
enthusiastic. I believe that their increased skill and
proficiency have seemed to give them not only a feeling
of individual worth but slso have helped them to achieve

a better position in the eyes of their peers.
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Guidance counselors, teachers and other trained observors
of the Ithaca pilot study (16) had remarked about the increased
poise and self-confidence of students enrolled in the program.
Counselors in the present study were asked, therefore, whether
they had observed a change in any student enrolled in occupa-
tionel courses which they attributed to the course. Seven of
the 23 responding counselors did not answer the guestion, one
said she had asked the teacher to answer, two said no changes
were observed. One counselor of five boys--four of whom had
dropped school or the course--said the class did not seem to
have done much for his students.

Twelve counselors who answered the question regarding student
change gave more favorable responses. Three counselors for
students in area vocational centers observed changes. One wrote,
“Yes, in several cases where the grades have been good in voed,
the local grades have gone up and/or behavior patterns have
improved,” and a second commented that a student had a higher
level of aspiration because of the program.

The third counselor wrote that two of her counselees

were sincere and would put much effort in their work.
However...prior to the time that he entered the Food
Preparation program, was really a problem to the school
both in discipline and attendance. I feel that this
program has helped him to increase his confidence and also
attendance. In fact I saw him in class Jjust last week
and I feel that he hes really become & new person.

A counselor of Home Econcmics 1lb girls said:

There has been a very noticable change in some of
the students. Mostly in confidence and attitude. Many
students have improved greatly through this program.

Three counselors in large high schools, one of whom also
taught an occupational class, said of their Home Economics 13
students:

In two instances, girls made noticable progress in
improved personality, in general appearance, in mature
attitudes, in increased poise, and generally 'blossomed.'

Motivation in all areas increased--passed all
subjects. Lost 'chips'--seemed to want to succeed on-
the~job. Came back to class saying so many times 'They
really like us there; they really help uc when we're
stuck', as if it was a big surprise...Increased confidence

7308




and general feeling of 'belonging' to the school
program seemed to be a most valuable aspect of this
program. Also less discipline problems brought o
my attention by Dean of Vomen.

These students have benefitted in many ways as
a result of this course. Being in the course gave
them real status, and the teacher, as & recult of her
varied experiences, unusual enthusiasm, and genuine,
sincere interest in each girl was able to give them
something which many of them had never had before--a
feeling of real accomplishment, and success. They
were proud to be in the course and part of a new
progrem. They also realized that they were learning
something that had a future if they wanted to use it.
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RESULTS: CCORRELATION MATRICES

In order to answer questions of general interest to occupa-
tional education the twelve cliasses were treated as a single
semple of secondary school students enrolled in occupational home
economics. Two matrices were run, one of which explored relation-
ships between test scores, work experience, follow-up data, and
background characteristics of students. The second matrix compared

student self-ratings with employer and teacher judgment on the des-
criptive rating scales.

Among the questions of general interest for which answers were
sought were:

a. What supporting skills are necessary for success in an
occupational education course and entry-level jobs
related to home economics?

b. What student characteristics are related to the
development of adequate occupational skills?

c. What student characteristics contribute to positive
attitudes toward work?

d. Do girls' expectations of working during various periods
of the family life cycle change as a result of enrollment
in an occupational education class?

e. What factors predict higher-status jobs and higher pay
as students leave an occupational course and move into
entry-level jobs?

f. What student characteristics and training contribute to
a favorable employer's rating?

€. What factors are related to interest in occupational
training?

A question of mejor concern to occupational education is the
degree of basic ability students must possess to achieve success
both in an occupational class and in an entry-level job. The
student's satisfaction with his Job is of as much concern as the
teacher's or employer’s rating of adequate performance. Follow-up
Job status and follow-up wage are also evidences of job success.
Table 20 summarizes data pertinent to this question.
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In the present study scores representing basic academic
ability and attitudes thought predictive of success on the Job
were compared with teacher and employer ratings of the students,
Job satisfaction and follow-up wage and job status. Job satis-
faction was found to have a slight relstionship with IQ (r=.33)
and the employer's rating with the mark earned in the occupa-
tional course{r=.32). The evidences of academic ability--reading
comprehension, numerical competence, and IQ--were not significantly
related to employer satisfaction with their new <mployees nor
were more positive scores on the Attitudes Toward Work, Attitude
Toward Working with Others, and Attitude toward School scales.
Scores on the descriptive rating scale, "My Job," (n=50) were not
significantly related to evidences of academic ability other than
IQ nor to the three attitude scales.

Job satisfaction scores and employer's ratings did not
correlate significantly. The three attitude scales were, however,
intercorrelated at the .00l level. Measures of academic ability
were also highly intercorrelated, as is to be expected. Reading
ability was closely associated with numerical competence, IQ,
grade point .verage, mark in course, and attitude toward work.
Numerical competence was related to reading ability, mark in
course, and current grade point average; IQ was shown to be
correlated at .001 with grade point average, attitude toward work,
and mark in course. The comprehensive measure, grade point
average, was thus highly related to reading abiity, numerical
competence, and IQ (.001) and significantly related to Attitudes
Toward Work (.0l) and Attitude Toward Working with Others ( .05)
scores. Follow-up job status and hourly wage on follow-up Jobs
were related neither to evidences of academic ability nor attitudes
thought predictive of success on the Job.

In addition to the intercorrelations represented in Table
20 the measures of basic academic ability--reading, numerical
competence, 1Q, and grade point average--were highly correlated
with pretest scores on achievement tests and pre-ratings on the
descriptive rating scaler. At the time of posttesting, however,
most scores measuring basic academic ability no longer showed
strong relationships to achievement test ccores and ratirgs on
the descriptive rating scales. Table 21 illustrates this change
of pattern in pretest and posttest relationships.

A question closely related to the degree of basic ability
required for success in cccupational education concerns student
characteristics related to the development of occuaptional skills
which adequately meet both the standards of the course amnd th2
potential employer. As has been shown, tesic academic ability
was found related to occupational skills, Table 21. Tahle 22
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illustrates intercorrelations observed in the present study among
employer ratings, teacher post-ratings on the descriptive scales,
and other related variables.

The data in Table 22 indicate a high degree of intercorre-
lation among teacher ratings on the descriptive rating scales
measuring ucth general and specific occupational skills and
the mark earned by the student in his occupational education
course, suggesting that skills are heavily weighted by the
teachers in course marks assigned students. Employer ratings
correlated with the teacher's Judgment on the Becoming Employable
and Management descriptive rating scales, on the average rating
of specific skills, and occupational course mark although at a
lower level of significance. These correlations are based on
38 employer scales received during the follow-up portion of the
study. Data in Table 26 further explore the relationship of
selected variebles to employer ratings. A multiple regression
analysis was also run to look into this key factor.

Attitudinel scores showed closer relationship to each other
than to the measures of occupational skills. Related at .00l
wvere self concept with self-confidence, attitude toward home
econamics, interest in occupational training, and attitude toward
working with others. Higher self concept scores also correlated
with higher scores on the Becaming Fmployable descriptive rating
scale (.0l) and with total employability, management, and the
averege of specific skills (.05).

Self-confidence scores showed significant relationships to
scores on the descriptive rating scales. Scores on the Attitude
toward Home Economics, Interest in Occupational Training, and
Attitude toward Working with Others scales vere also significantly
related to teacher ratings of students on the descriptive rating
scales.

A third question of general interest to occupational educa-
tion involves the components of positive attitudes toward work.
Table 23 illustrates some of the strongest inter-relationships
among Attitudes Toward Work post-scores and other variables
investigated in the present study. A multiple regression analysis
was also made. The correlation matrix showed Attitudes Toward
Work scores on the post-ccurse administration of the test to be
most highly correlated with reading ability, IQ, Attitude Toward
Home Econamics, Attitude Toward Working with Others, Attitude
Toward School, and Concept of Self in the World of Work. Ccorre-
lations at a lower level of significance existed between Attitudes
Toward Work scores, and grade point average, scores on the Attitude
Toward Type Job scale, and Expectations from the Course score.
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Scores on the Attitude toward Type Job, Attitude toward Home
Economics, and Expectations from the Course scales were closely
interrelated., Self-Confidence scores were significantly correlated
with ecores on all the attitudinal scales in the matrix, with
none of the measures of academic ability. Attitude toward school
was highly correlated with--in addition to attitudes toward work--
attitudes toward working with others, self-confidence, and self
concept.

Little relationship was shoun between reading ability and
attitude toward the type of job for which the student was being
trained, home econcmics, expectations from the course, and self
confidence but some relationship to self concept and attitudes
toward school and working with others as well &s with attitudes
toward work. Student IQ showed little correlation with atti-.
tudinal scores except for Attitude toward Working with Others
and Attitudes Toward Work.

A question of interest to educators of women is whether
girls' expectations of working during various periods of the
family life cycle change as a result of enrollment in an occu-
pational education class. At the time of pretesting girls with
the greatest expectations of working were those who were older.
more employable, and slightly more confident, as shown in Table 2k,
They also tended to have had more outside work experience prior
to the course than their classmates. At the conclusion of the
course neither age, Becoming Employable score, nor outside work
experience was related to expectations of working throughout the
femily life cycle. Self-confidence scores, however, were still
somevhat important for those who expected to work after their
children left home. "When t tests were run on pretest and posttest
means no significant change wss shown in girls' expectations of
working, either during various stages in the family life cycle--
after marriage, after children, after children go to school, or
after children leave home--or their totsl expectations of working.
Most of the girls planred to work after they finished their
education; most expected to stay home when their children were
small. The following pattern, based on mean scores, emerged:
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Pretest Posttesgt

Expectation of Working: Mean Score Mean Score
After Education 3.0u% 2.98
After Marriage 2.55 2.68
After Children 1.6k 1,k
After Children go to School 2.29 2.36
After children Leave Home 2.29 2.42
Total 11.76 11.63

* Highest possible mean score = 3,00
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Of prime concern to cccupational education is the identifica-
tion of factors whiclk predict higher status jobs and better pay
as students leave occupational classes and move into entry-level
Jobs. Follow-up information in the present study is based on
data received from 59 students who were underclassmen working at
summer Jobs as well as graduates who were able to seek more
permanent positions.

In the present research students hoiding higher status jobs
at the time of the follow-up study were those who were older and
in higher grades, as would be expected. Those students who were
out of school and able to seek more permanent jobs held higher
status jJobs than those just able to work during the summer or part-
time. Those students who held higher status jobs in the follow-up
period had had paid outside work experience during their occupa-
tional course. Job status prior to the course was also a factor;
students who held better Jobs before the course tended to hold
better Jobs after the class. All the above correlations were
significant et the .001 level.

Several other variables were significantly related to follow-
up status, but at lower levels of significance. Hourly wages
received prior to the course and late in the course were signifi-
cancly related st .01 to status on the follow-up job. The number
of hours a student had worked prior to the course was associated
with follow-up status. Table 25 illustrates the values of the
product moment correlations.

Students receiving higher pay in the follow-up period were
also those who were older, in upper grades, or able to seek permanent
Jobs. They were those who held better-paying Jobs in the finsal
days of their occupational education class and who had outside,
peid work experience during the course. An interesting finding
for vocational educators was that those students who had earned more
units of credit in vocational education were those who had higher
paying jobs in the follow-up (r=.48). The aforementioned corre-
lations were all significant at .001.

Girls who came into the course with more serious expectations
of working after marriage and throughout at least some of the
periods of the family life cycle showed a slight tendency to hold
better-paying jobs in the follow-up period. Job status of all
students both prior to end during the course wes related to follow-
up wage, as was the hourly wage the student was able to earn prior
to the course.

The ultimate measure of success in an occupational home econo-
mics class is satisfactory performance cn a Job the student likes.
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BEmployer ratings were received for 40 students in the total sample.
Some factors related to employer ratings were reported in Table 20,
which presents interrelationships among employer ratings, student
Job satisfaction, and basic skills; and Table 22, which shows
interrelationships among the emplioyer rating, occupational skills,
and certain attitude sceles. Additional findings based on this

suall sample are summarized in Table 26. Higher employer ratings
tended to be received by students whe were rated higher by their
teachers on the Becoming Employable and Management scales and

€',0 on the descriptive scales rating specific occupational skills.
Girls' post-course scores on the Married Women Working qusstionnaire,
measuring commitment to work, were related to higher employer ratings.

Type I work experience, paid outside work experience related
to the course, correlated at .05 with employer ratings (r=.55).
The other three types of work experience provided students in the
total sample were not found to be significantly related to the 40
employer ratings received in the follow-up study. Type II was
paid work experience related to the course but under school auspices.
Type I1I wes unpeid related work experience such as participation
in class catering projects or assisting in a nursery schooi held
in conjunction with the class. Type IV was paid outside work
experience unrelated to the occupational education class.

The data in Table 26 show a greater commitment to work as
measured by post-scores on the Married Women Working questionnaire
for girls who had Tyve III work experience and less commitment
for those having more work experience of Type IV.

The degree of correlation between job satisfaction and related
varisbles is reported in both Table 20 and Table 26. Student IQ
was shown to be significantly related (.05) to job satisfaction
according to the sample of 50 students who returned the descriptive
rating scale, "My Job." The only other variable found significantly
related to job satisfaction was the post-score meesuring girls'
expectations of working after marriage (r=.37, significaat at .05).

Occupational education ht.s been shown through test results,
interviews and the follow-up study to be meaningful and helpful
for many students. Factors contributing to interest in occupational
education are,,therefore, of concern to educators. In the present
study student background factors found to correlate significantly
with scores on the Interest in Occupationai Training scale, Table 27
were parents' education and SES. Significant relationships were
also found between Interest in Occupational Training post-scores,
occupational skills, self-confidence and Self concept, as shown

in Table 22,
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Table 27
Student Background Factors Related to
Interest in Occupational Training
Mother's Father's

P e
P I R O R AT oL J51oy
BRI SEE S N RE AT i bl W W S T o m
\ @t e s S RS Y 2 T ey N .

- IT II Age Grade Ed. Ed,  SES ;
4 Interest Occ. Trng. I  .37%% .12 -.04 .18 J32%¥% 18 :
Interest Occ. Trng. II Abh o [ 21% o7 o6R% 3%
Age w e .68%¥% 09 .25% .19
Grade * 10 .16 .19
Mother's Education LGO#EE  DTH%
Father's Education Tk

¥¥#gignificant at ,OOL j
*¥¥ significant at .01 j
¥ gignificant at .05

A supplementary correlation matrix investigated interrelation-
ships among student self-ratings, employer ratings, and teecher
ratings of students on the descriptive rating scales. Teacher
ratings and employer ratings were significantly correlated, as
has been reported. Student self-ratings, however, were not shown :
to be significantly related to employer ratings or to job :
satisfaction as measured by the descriptive rating scale, "My
Job." Teacher ratings and student self-ratings showed little rela-

. tionship, with correlations rarely reaching levels of significance

as high as .05. Student self-ratings both on general anc¢ specific
descriptive rating scales were -consistently intercorrelated at

high levels of significance (r=,40-.82). Teacher ratings on the
scales were also highly intercorrelated among themselves (r=.u4-.88).
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RESULTS: MULTIPLE REGRESSION ANALYSES

Atttitudes Toward Work Scale

Data for the total sample which were thought to be related to
student attitudes toward work were submitted to multiple regression
analysis to determine the best predictors of heipful work attitudes.
Student scores on the spring administration of the Attitudes Toward
Work scele were used as the dependent variable: independent veriables
chosen for inclusion in tkz analysis were IQ, age, reading ability,
teacher post-rating on the Becoming Employable descriptive rating
scale, cumulative grade point average, and post-scores on the fol-
lowing subsections of the Student Questionnaire: Attitude Toward
Home Economics, Attitude Toward School, Interest in Type Job, Inter-
est in Occupational Training. Self-Confidence, and Attitude Toward
Working with Others.

Four variables contributed significant weights to the best-
fitting regression line; they were, in order: reeding ability as
measured by the Stanford achievement test (26), attitudes toward
school, attitude toward home economics, and interest in occupational
training. At this.point in the stepwise regression analysis
the multiple correlation was R=.66 and 43% of the variance was
explained by the four predict rs. The remaining variables contri-
buted to the multiple correlation, but the contributions were so
small they were not statistically significant and could have occurred
by chance. The total contribution of all,the predictors was R=.T1;
the total amount of variance explained, R , was 51%.

Thus we see that the proportion of variance in Attitudes Toward
Work scores that was dependent upon the battery containing the
reading, Attitude toward School, Attitude toward Home Economics,
and Interest in Occupational Training tests amounted to 43%;
that predicted by all 11 independent varisbles was 51%. Each predic-
tor makes its unique contribution, und alsc contributes to the over-
all regression line estimate.

One question answered in multiple regression analysis is whether
all predictors taken together estimate the regression line suffic-
iently well for it to be statistically significant. The total test
of the goodness of fit of the estimated regression line is an F test.
In the present case all the predictors taken together estimated the
regression line sufficiently well for it to be statistically signifi-
cant at better than .01. 124
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Beta prime is a standardized regression coefficient ,
(B S.D. independent variable) which allows for compari%ons
S.D. dependent variable
among the predictors for any given regression case, behaving
much like a standard score and enabling one to ascertain which
are the stronger predictors. Table 28, which shows the strength
of the predictors after all variabies have been entered in the
stepwise regression, illustrates that IQ, age, and Attitude
Toward Type Jobs scores are weak predictors and the four vari-
ables contributing significant weights in the stepwise regression--
attitudes toward school and home economics, and. interest in
occupational training remain strong predictors.

Table 28
Multipie Regression Analysis: Attitudes Toward Work
(n=102)

Predictor Beta Prime Beta Weight SE t -
Iq 078 1.319 1.510 7
Age -.057 - 723 .990 .13
Reading 336 132 118 3.66%*
Becoming Employable II  -.221 =3.47h 1.335 -2.60%
Cumulative GPA -.151 A70 267 1.76
Att. Home Economics II 249 1496 g7k 2,85%%
Att. School II 145 1.33 793 1.68
Att. Type Job II .032 .315 820 .38
Int. Ocec. Training II 148 1.437 782 1.84
Self-Confidence II 138 1.213 T34 1.65
Att. Others II 139 1.390 .90k 1.54
¥#¥GSignificent at .01 R= .71
* Significant at .05 R%= 51%

F12,90=.85, sig. at .01

Fmployer's Descriptive Raving Scale

Employer ratings based on a descriptive rating scale were
received for 25 Juniors and seniors during the follow-up phase of
the present study. A multiple regression analysis was run on the
small sample to investigate additional, slthough tentative inform-

ation about emvloyer requirements for workers in entry-levél Jobs. .

Contributors to employer satisfaction were sought. The enalysis
will be replicated with a larger sample in later plemnned research.
Independent varisbles submitted for analysis were reading ability,
nunerical competence, teacher rating on the Becoming Employable
descriptive rating scale, totel hours of wcrk experience, emount
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of outside work experience as opposed to work experience within
the school, average of teacher poct-ratings on descriptive rating
scales measuring specific skills, job satisfaction scale, current
and cumulative grade point averages, post~-scores on the Attitudes
Toward Work, Attitude Toward School, and Self-Confidence scales,
and post-scores on the Married Women Working questionnaire.

In this instance just two variables contributed significant
weights to the best~fitting regression line: numerical campetence
and outside work experience rather than work experience, perheps
unpaid, within the school. At this point in the stepwise regression
an R of .62 was obtained with 39% of the variance explained. The
remaining variables; although not significant predictors,contributed
to a total R of ../ and total explained variance of 64% for employer's
retings. When the §f est that determines the goodness of fit of the
regression line estimated from ail predictors teken together wes
performed, the obtained level was non-significant, indicating that
these predictors caennot adequately explain components of employer
satisfaction.

Table 29
Multiple Regression Analysis: Employer's Descriptive
Reting Scale (n=25)

Predictor Beta Prime Beta Weight SE t
Att. Work II - 224 -,012 .018 67
Married Women Working II  .207 .03k .00 .85
Reading -.360 -.019 .016 1.06
Numerical Competence 572 .0k9 .02k 2.0k
Becoming Employsble II «.215 -.001 .00k .25
Cunulative GPA -.216 -.032 047 .68
Current GPA 343 .037 .0u8 7
Att. School II ~.179 -.079 115 .69
Self-Confidence II -.124 -.058 .156 37
Inside/Outside

Work Experience .181 .318 .ok .79
Total Work Experience -.0u8 -.068 .332 .20
My Job .293 .356 292 1l.22
Ave. of Ratings,

Specific Skills 54T 527 512 1.03
R= .80
R%= 647

F 13,11 = 1.5 nonsignificant
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DISCUSSION

Quality ¢f the Instruments

The major measuring istruments developed for the present
study were achievement tests, descriptive rating scales, and a
student questionnaire with subsections probing motivation for
enrollment in an occupational education course. Instruments
requiring less rigorous developmental procedures were data-
gathering forms for use by teachers and guidance counselors and
a personal date sheet for collecting ’nformation on student
background.

Student Questionnaire

Content included in the Student Questionnaire seemed valid in
view of a thorough review of literature and successful use in the
Ithaca study. The instrument was made up of the following sub-
sections: six Guttman-type scales measuring Self-Conficence,
Attitude Toward School, Expectations from the Course, Attitude
Toward Type Job, Attitude Toward Working with Others, and Interest
in Occupational Training; and three Likert—type scales measuring
Attitude Toward Home Economics, Interest in Earning Money, and
Concept of Self in the World of Work.

The six Guttman-type scales developed for the study were
useful in the measurement of attitudinal chenges of considerable
importance to occupational education. The reliability of the
Guttman scales reached acceptable standards; most coefficients of
reproducibility were .90 or above and coefficients of scalability
generally reached the criterion level of .60, (Table 3). Expecta-
tions from the Course scores had a low coefficient of scalsbility
for fall testing but reached an adequate level when spring scores
wvere analyzed.

The Brookover scale, Self-Concept of Ability, did not scale
for the present sample according to the Guttman theory. The
result was not surprising since the original scale was developed
using seventh grade students of a wider range of ability (4). The
semple for the present study contained few students from the higher
IQ ranges; students in the present study were also older. Two
items on the Brookover scale, ltems three and six, were used as part
of an instrument measuring more general attitudes toward school;
this instrument did scale with the present sample,
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Interest in Farning Money, although having a high reliability
coefficient, may be suspect where content validity is concerned
since the scale was so seldom significantly related to other vari-
ables. An item showing interest in earning money is one step of
the four-point Expectations from the Course scale and responses to
questions during the student interviews suggested that earning
money through outside work experience was the focal point of the
course for many students. Perhaps since most of the young peopie
anticipated earning money through occupational education it was
not reasonable to expect more discrimination among students or
wider changes in attitudes over the year.

The Attitude toward Home Economics Likert-type scale achieved
a high degree of reliability and performed as expected in the
evaluation of the pilot progrems. The 25-item Concept of Self in
the World of Work scale had an acceptable religbility coefficient
for an attitude scale, .88,but will Ve refined for use in further
research. The literature was searched for a measure of self
concept related to the world of work but valid instruments for
secondary school students were difficult to find. The self concept
scale devised for use in the present study served its purpose
reasonably well.

Descriptive Rating Scales

Content validity of the descriptive rating scales was based on
repeated interviews with employers, secondary school teachers, the
representative of a civil service employee's association, and
University personnel as well as the usual review of literature.
Procedures vary from employer to employer, although they are
remarkably stable in the area of food service, so that occasionally
an individual employer questioned the emphasis placed on an item in
the descriptive rating scales. Generally consensus was easily
obtained and the mejor ccncern with the rating scales was not
validity but reliability.

Relatively little has been done to establish methods for
determining religbility of descriptive rating scales. The most
commonly used system is the calculation of product moment correla-
tions to determine the amount of agreement between Judges who
have rated the performance of the same worker, and then a stepping
up of the correlation coefficient through use of the Spesrman-Brown
Prophecy Formula to represent the pooled judgment of the desired
number of raters, usually 6 - 10. HEmpirical tests have found such
pooling of ratings to most closely approach the true performance
rating of the individual being judged (29). Aéditional methods for
establishing relisbility involve analysis of wariance (12) percent
agreement (11), Kendall's concordance coefficient (25), and chi
square (2). The split-halves technique is sometimes used to
establish reliability of descriptive rating scales but Ryans and
Frederiksen wrote:
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...high internal cousistency is not to be expected from
certain types of tests, particularly if they are of a
composite nature or if they are used in e training situa-
tion. If a split-half correlation is high, it does not
necessarily mean that the test is highly relisble...(2h)

The correlation coefficient is useful, according to Festinger
and Katz, "because the extent of agreement that is being obtained
can be evaluated in terms of a fixed standard"(9)

Problems commonly encountered when comparing interjudge agree-
ment are the phenomena of central tendency, where the judge tends
to assign all students scores near the average; halo effect, where
the judge scores the ratee high on all items or low on all items
according to his general impression, rather than discriminating
among ratee characteristics; and the devastating effect of the
single judge who consistently rates higher or lower than the other
Judges.

There are two sets of judge agreement to lock for, the relia-
bility of the discrimination and the extent of agreement between
and among Judges. In the present study rank correlations rather
than product moment correlations were used, as advised by &
statistician, to help eliminate differences in the standards of
Judges. The rank correlation technique served well, but low
correlation coefficients were consistently shown for the more
exacting judges among the many who participated in the reliability
checks.

Rank correlations for the four general employability descrip-
tive rating scales: Becoming Employable, Management, Safety, and
Sanitation; the scales teilored to specific food service Jobs; the
child care aide scales; and the employer's rating scale all had
reliability coefficients near .70 or ebove when stepped up
with the Spearman~Brown Phophecy Formula to a pooled estimate of
six Judges. Pooling the ratings of nine judges, Table 3, resulted
in slightly higher reliability coefficients. As expected, the
scales describing specific behavior tended to have higher relisbility
coefficients than scales that necessarily described performance of
a more general nature. Borg (3) found reliability coefficients of
.TO attainable after several training sessions for Judges, snd
wrote that velues as high as .90 can be obteined after repeated
training. In the present study time pressures prevented the use
of t-aining sessions to ensure that all Judges work from the same
frame of reference. Even so, for all scales at least one pair of
Judges reached close agreement.

Ryans and Frederiksen wrote:
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If the correlastion is high for certain judges, it
would svem to establish the possibility of achieving
reliable evaluation of performance, even though correla-
tions were low for other judges. (24)

Food service and child care workers rarely have a number of
supervisors sufficiently familiar with their work to judge their
performance on the job. Therefore, few reliability checks were
made for some of the scales measuring specific food service oc-
cupations such as waiter/waitress.

The next step in refinement of those descriptive rating scales .
to be used in future research will be to check the scales in work situ-

atious where more supervisors are able to judge workers in entry-level
Jobs and to hold training sessions with the raters so that items

and standards are clearly understood and asgreed upon. If the
correlations do not reach a .90 level at that time or & comparably
high level if other statistical methods are used, the validity
of the scale will be looked at again.

Discrimination indices of the descriptive rating scale items
provide clues to ambiguous as well as non-discriminating items.
Items found to have low D-values (Appendix) will be sharpened
before further interjudge relisbiiity checks are made.

Achievement Tests

Pretesting of the two achievement tests devised for the study,
Preparation for Employment in Food Service and Preparation for
Employment in Child Cere, was extensive and helped in the elimine-
tion of non-discriminating items. A few items had to be re-written
after pretesting to meet the requirements of the tables of specific-
tions set up to emsure .ontent validity of the tests. The newly
written items did not always discriminate as well as could be
desired. Levels of difficulty of items were generally of middle
difficulty from 25-75% correct response, which Ebel (7) wrote
contribute much to test reliability. Test reliability, determined
by the split-halves technique, was lower than desirable for both
the child care and food service achievement tests although the
sample of 19 child care students was too small to give an accurate
estimate of true test reliability. Vocabulary in both achievement
tests was overly difficult for the occupational education students;
e simplified vocabulary will doubtless be reflected in higher
relisbility coefficients when the test items are used in later
planned research.
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Analysis of Attitudes Toward Work Scale

Multiple regression analysis of the Attitudes Toward Work
scale, based on a sample of 103, indicated that reading ability,
' attitude toward school, attitude toward home economics, and interest
A in occupational training were significant predictors of heipful
3 attitudes towasrd work. Previous studies had shown the Attitudes
Toward Work scale to be related to academic achievement, which
; presumably reflects student attitudes toward school. The strong
? relationship between reading ability and the scale was somewhat
§ surprising, in spite of the fact that the scale had been shown in
é previous studies to be associated with such evidences of academic
* ability as IQ and grade point average, since it implied that
students able to read well had more positive attitudes toward
work and that students unable to read had lower scores on the ,
Attitudes Towerd Work scele. The vocabulary of the scale is y
; the students' own; items on the scale were drawn from an open=-
§ , end questionnaire responded to by high school students similgr
5 to those who made up the sample for the present study. :
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That scores on the Interest in Occupational Training scale
should predict helpful attitudes toward work was a welcome finding, ,
since the validity of both instruments was enhanced thereby. :

Course Effectiveness

Index of Success

H

The rank correlation is generally accepted as a suitable §
statistic for use in small non-random samples. An index of success .
was developed as a means of measuring student progress toward the ;
objectives of the course which used student ranks on the four :
general employability descriptive rating scales, Becoming :
Employable, Management, Sanitation, and Safety; an averasge of
ratings on scales measuring specific occupational skills taught
in the course; the Attitude Toward Work scale; and the foods or _
child care achievement test. The index reached concordance at ;
least at the .05 level of significance except in the case of the ‘
ninth grade class in the sample. Several reasons can be offered
for the low concordance in this instance. The class was atypical
in age, grade level, and focus. This was the only class of niath
graders in the sample ana it concentrated on orientation to work
with little emphasis on skills which is, indeed, the prescribed
State curriculum for Home Econcmics 1. Some meesuring instruments,
developed for more kncwledgeable and highly skilled students,
wvere therefore inappropriate.
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Student ranks on the index were compared with student ranks
on selected background characteristics, amount of supervised work
experience, and motivation for enrollment as spelled out by a major
objective of the study. The relationship between the index ané
success in obtaining jobs, a part of the original cbjective, could
not be determined because only half the sample sought Jobs immedi-
ately after the course. Success in obtaining Jjobs is treated,
rather, in the description of the individual programs and in a
correlation matrix for the total sample.

Comparison of the index of success for each class with the
selected variables (Teble 5) tended to point up the strong features
of individual courses. The variables most often associated with
the index-~self-confidence, attitudes toward school, academic
achievement, and attitudes toward working with others--had been
suggested by guidance counselors, psychologists, supervisors,
and other trained observors as major contributions of the classes
to student development. In two classes, Five and Ten, students
came into the course with a good level of confidence or quickly
adopted the attitude from their teachers. Two courses, Four and
Seven, showing post-scores for the Self-Confidence scale correlating
significantly with the index were those having the most related
outside work experience opportunities, set up by their occupational
education teachers. Class One a food service class taught in an
area occupational center, had little outside work experience but
much catering experience under an exceptionally capable teacher.

The students-in Class One were also among the most able in the total
sample.

Attitude Toward Home Economics scores .showed positive-
correlations with +thc indcx in two classes of generally
satisfied students. Students whose expectations from the course
were met, according to post-scores on the Guttman scale, achieved
greater success in two classes than students whose expectations were
not met. In another class those who came into the course with high
expectations were those who tended to succeed. Positive attitude
toward working with others, as expected, was an important factor
in student success in five occupational classes.

Four classes showed positive attitudes toward school to be a
significant factor in student success, and academic ability also
played a predictable part. Academic sbility can quite properly be
expectied to be associated with success in vocational education
classes as well as with traditional courses. The fact that academic
ability was not an even stronger component of success attested to
the skill with which' participating teachers were able to work with
less able students or with a class in which abilities varied widely.
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Total hours of work experience was significantly related to
the index of success only in the class where every student had
outside work experience related to her food service coursz and
where the total number of hours represented mostly outside, paid,
work experience. Total hours of work experience in other classes
included a good deal of unpaid work experience within the school;
in some classes work experience was composed entirely of unpaid
work experience within the school as nursery school aides or
caterers. The finding suggested that total hours of work experi-
ence in itself, while valuable according to student interview
responses, was not as important as well-selected outside work
experienccs. Paid, related, outside work experience--Type I--
was also significantly related to employer ratings given students
in the follow=-up portion of the study.

Total units of credit earned in vocational education subjects
was important to success in a class of senior girls who had an
extensive background in home economics and other vocational
subjects. The same class showed the highest correlation between
interest in occupational training and the index. Interest in the
type of job for which students were being trained was significantly
related to success in only one class, the highly-professional area
occupational center food service class.

The effects of variables related to success in the three
smallest classes in the sample were largely random. Very high
corralations are required for statistical significance for such
small numbers. Supervised work experience outside the school was
largely nonexistent in these three classes, which may have con-
tributed to the lack of correlation of the indices with variables
thought related to success in occupational home economics, even
though the indices themselves adequately met the criterion of
Kendall's concordance.

Changes in Pretest and Posttest Scores

All posttest scores on the many instruments used to measure
student progress toward objectives of an occupational course might
have been expected to have moved in a positive direction and some
of them did, Table 6. Achievement test scores made significant
positive gains as did scores on Interest in Occupational Treining,
Seif-Confidence, Concept of Self in the World of Work and Attitude
Tcward Home Economics.

All, posttest scores, however, did not change positively. That
Attitude Toward School scores did not change at all was not sur-
prising in view of the content of the attitude scale. The students
knew and appreciated the fact that the schools were meking an effort
to meet their educational needs through occupational classes
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and there was no compelling reason for studeqt attitudes to change
over th~= school year.

Negative chenges in total commitment to work throughout the
family life cycle, attitudes toward food service jobs, and attitudes
toward work all occurred in the same class. The class was made up
of &ble girls who had e strong program of outside work experience
related to their course. Scores on the three instruments may very
well have gone down as the girls moved from jdealistic excitement
over their first jobs to realistic appraisal of what it meens to
work. As more-able students they could be expected to beccme
dissatisfied with entry-level jobs and some quickly moved to better
Jobs. On the other side of the ledger, these girls with realistic
work experience had the help of & supporting teacher as they met -
problems on the job and additionally, made the greatest gains of any
class in interest in occupational training and self concept in
the world of work. Their teacher reported that the students were
muich more discriminating as they chose their second and third jobs.
The value of the interested teacher and classmates as the student
met for the first time the disillusionments of working is obvious.
The experience of this class accentuated two real problems for
occupational education: how to help students remain satisfied with
entry-level jobs when others are unavailable or wvhen they do not
have training or ability for better jobs and how to help them over
initisl disillusiomnment with working which their youthful idealism
mekes almost inevitable.

That the students themselves quickly grasped the value of fur-
ther training is of extreme importance. Although a major purpose
of occupational education is to help suudents into entry-level
jobs, a purpose of equal importance is the moving of capeble students

into jobs better suited to their abilities, either through in-service

training or further education.

The Attitudes Toward Work scele is as much a measure of the
student's ability to judge whether he is being treated fairly on
a job and whether a Job holds potential for advancement as of his
willingness to learn and to cooperate on the job. Lower scores
on the attitude scale are in keeping with the general dissillusion-
ment suffered in the class. The follow-up study, however, showed
some of the class going on for further education and others happily
at work who had had discouraging experiences on-the-job during the
course.

The scope of chunges in pretest and posttest attitudinal scales
is noteworthy since basic attitudes are commonly slow to change.
More positive self concept and self-confidence can be pointed to
with pride by the participating teachers. So also cen the consid-
erable gains on achievement tests measuring knowledge and com
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prehension of child care or food service concepts, adjustment

to the world of work, and mansgement at home and on the

job. Fewer statistically significant gains were made in post-ratings
of occupational skills over pre-ratings than had been anticipated.
Some descriptive rating scales were rot ready for use until after
the courses were well underway; the relatively short period between
pre- and post-ratings undoubtedly influenced results. Students in
five classes, however, saw themselves as having improved significantly
in personal employsbility characteristics; teachers in six classes
saw significant gains in the Becoming Employable descriptive rating
scale, Table T.

Student Interviews

Individual interviews indicated that the students had two major
objectives of their own for their occupational education class: to
secure training for a job and to get a job. The interviews have
been reported in detail in an earlier section. The students were
mostly approving of occupational education and made thoughtful,
reasonable suggestions for further improvement of their courses.
Some students spcke more freely than others; but a pattern of
student response emerged for each class.

An interviewer not infrequently heard a student say he or she
would have left school except for the occupational class. Many of
the students, both academically able and less able, were restless
and bored with their traditional high school classes. They liked
the informality and activity of occupational classes, the free
discussions, and the support and interest of their teacher-confidante.
The classes were especially meaningful to them where work experi-
ence opportunities were available and their work in class closely
meshed with work on the job.

Most of the students felt a strong background of houe economics
courses was helpful or essential for success in an occupational
class. The orientation to work, class projects, and training left
little time for learning basic information. At the time of the
interviews nearly all students, regardless of the richness of their
learning experiences, felt ready to assume an entry-level Job in
child care or food service. Most of the girls thought they were
adequately trained for jobs at later periods in their lives if they
left the labor market for a time to raise their families. This
assurance can be viewved as a kind of insurance policy for girls who
will doubtless work during much of the family life cycle, as will
9 out of 10 married women according to projected figures.

Trying & job and feeling competent to handle it were key factors
in student choice of jobs they would like to hold. Poignant remarks
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often heard by interviewers were students' wishes to meet new people,
to be with people, to serve people.

E . Participating teachers were very successful in acquainting
‘ students with possibilities for further training in food service D3
and child care and an encouraging number of students hoped %o i
@ attend night classes or to earn money at entry-level jobs for
further education.

RN LT

Work Experience D3
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, Holding & job seems to have real status for a teenager regard-
é less of the type of Job. He does expect the minimum wage and will
5 quickly become more discriminating in his choice of Jjobs but being
5 able to get end hold & job is, apparently, a sure sign of success
for young people in American society today.

AR D TR VY B TS N s 0

The students eagerly looked forward to work experience early ,

in their courses. Some schools wished to be sure students were 73
properly trained before putting them out on a job. From the §i
student's standpoint and, indeed, from the employer's there are G 3
many advantages in quickly going out on the Job. The students

® themselves pointed out the value in bringing back to class their
problems and triumphs for discussion, support, and the edification

* of others. The students wanted to try several jobs because so many
would soon be required to decide on a permanent occupation. The
students were well aware, as they approached the age for leaving
school, of the necessity of choosing and preparing for an occupa-
tion; for students of limited sbility and success the need becomes
particularly painful.

A major problem with many of the students--because of their
youth, lack of previous success, or below-average academic ability--
was their reluctance to look for work opportunities on their own. 1
Many advantages accrued when the school helped such students take fg
the first step into a job. The prestige of the school opened many 44
doors; employers were eeger to cooperate. Employers needed trained 1
help and strongly endorsed the school's efforts. The support of the 13
school helped the student overccme his diffidence as he entered the 11
world of work; once having experienced hiring procedures and having
held a job he could and did teke the initiative for jobs beyond
entry-level. A few teachers and one employer interviewed believed
students should take the initiative for obtaining all their work
experience. The findings of the study showed, however, that even
well-trained more sble students, particularly in area occupational
centers, had difficulty getting Jobs or were unsble to secure Jobs
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peying the minimum wage and otherwise desirable because they did
not know where to start. The students in question lived in urban
areas where there would presumably be more work opportunities and
where transportation would not pose the problem it did for some
students living in rureal arees.

One teascher who left job-hunting to student initistive hed
a very successful course according to test results; but the quality
of the student's work experience and follow-up information on the
students, although they were seniors who presumably could seek
permanent jobs, was disappointing. A contributing factor was a
dearth of child care jobs which paid the minimum wege, a problen
comuon to 21l three child care programs.

Follow-Up Study

The response of both employers and students in the follow-up
study was excellent. Hmployers were sent personal letters explaining
the purposes of the study as well as copies of the descriptive rating
scale they were asked to use in judging student performance on the
Job. Students were asked to supply information about their jobs and
to rate them using the job satisfaction descriptive rating scale,

"My Job." Employers of 24 seniors rated the students lower on the
average (3.64) than the students rated their jobs (3.94). Employers
of junior students and the students themselves rated both performance

and job at near 4.00. A score of 3.00 represents minimum employability

and a minimum level of job satisfaction; thus the two groups o.
students were well sbove the minimum rating in both employer and
job satisfaction. Teacher and employer ratings on the descriptive
rating scales tended to correlate significantly, a comforting
£inding which showed that teachers understood employability require-
ments.

Additional arguments for supervised outside work experience can
be advanced in view of the finding that of the few students earning
less than the minimum wage in the follow-up study half had been
enrolled in classes in area occupational centers which did not
actively seek Jobs for trainees as pert of the first year of the
student's occupational course.

Most students' expectations of meeting people and meking new
friends on their jobs were realized but difficulty with co-workers
was cited as an occasional problem on the Job along with low pay
(the minimum wage), working on weekends, and too many bosses.

Of major interest to occupetional educators was the apparent
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.ack of relationship, according to the major correlation matrix,
between employers' ratings and evidences of academic ability--a
finding based on follow-up data for the entire sample. When

the Pmployer's descriptive rating scale was submitted to multiple
regression aralysis based on follow-up data from 25 Junior and
senior students, however, numerical competence was discovered to
be the best predictor of employer satisfaction with an occupational
course trainee. Outside work experience during the course also
contributed significantly to employer satisfaction as measured by
the scale. A sample of 25 is extremely small for multiple regres-
sion analysis and the findings, although reasonable, may not hold
for similar data from a larger sample in later planned rescarch.

, The analysis was made in the present study to provide whatever
T\ information it could in this little-explored area.

Findings also of interest were significant correlations of
follow-up wage and job status with outside work experience, units
of vocational education courses, and girls' serious expectations
of working at various periods of the family life cycle. Another
evidence of the value to entry-level workers of experience, a factor
widely acknowledged in more advanced jobs, was the finding that
students who had work experience prior to the occupational education
A course tended to hold better jobs and receive better pay in the
» follow-up period.

; The limited follow-up period cannot give a complete picture of

;- the value of occupational education courses as preparation for
satisfying employment. The follow-up study would need to be continued
for several years in order to Judge the full impact of the classes.

§ Girls' Expectations of Working During Stages of the
o Family Life Cycle

L R A R

The effect of the pilot programs on girls' expectations of
working during the various stages of the family life cycle was of
interest to educators of women. A comparison of pretest and posttest

Y g mean scores showed no significant change in girls' expectations of

; working. A common pattern emerged in which nearly all girls expected

tc work after they finished their education and many to work after
marringe; most of the girls hoped to stay home with their children
during the preschool years. The orientation to work segment of the
courses stressed taking adequete measures for the care of children
and ths ideal of the mother remaining at home with her children
during their early years.

e e (O a5 4 < P b pu eI s

Many girls expected to work when their children were in school
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but not after the chilurer left home, perhaps patterning their lives
after their own mothers. Apperently, in their experience, the
mother worked to meet the extra financial demands of growing
children and quit working when the demards ceased. Few girls seemed
to see work as an outside interest the mother might value when her
children left home. The opposite viewpoint was expressed, however,
by e girl who said she expected to work after the children left home
because the aid to dependent children would end then.

Reports from Teachers and Guidance Counselors

Participating teachers supplied a wealth of information about
their programs; the teachers responded to an attitude questionnaire
as well as providing data on their educational and occupational
background, time demands, instructional materials, facilities,
selection of students, and their evaluation of the pilot programs.
Teacher attitude toward the course, in general, did not change much
over the year. All of the participating teachers said they welcomed
the opportunity to teach a pilot class, some having observed for
years the need for the new dimension in home economics education,
Prior to the Vocational Act of 1963 students keenly interested in
home economics sometimes had tc change to other major subjects in
order to train for post-high school jobs or, Just as regretable,
students who graduated with mejors in home economics sometimes had
difficulty getting jobs after high school. The teachers had
recognized occupational home economics as an extension of traditional
home economics classes, a new orientation of the basic courses they
had been teaching. The idea of supervised work experience, for
example, is not alien to 2 teacher; the supervised studeni-teaching
experience she herself had had represents & close parallel.

Some teachers were concerned, et the time of fall testing, with
the basic ability of some of their students and with certain diffi-
cult students who were enrolled in their classes. At the time of
posttesting the teachers were more accepting of their students.
Student interviews suggested that restless students were often
interested by the activity and "difference" of their occupational
courses and became more cooperative. The teachers seemed to find
that teaching occupational home economics was not as different as
they had expected; they felt more sure of their background in edu-~
cation although some wished for more up-to-date work experience in
food service or nursery school participation in order to better
understand what was expected of their students on the Job.

The classes differed widely smong themselves. Some teachers
stressed mostly knowledge and understanding; same concentrated on
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specific child care care or food service skills; and same emphasized
orientation to work. The pilot courses represented a classic
example of the teacher meeting community and student needs es she
saw then.

Most of the food service teachers had many years of experience
both in teaching and catering, which stood them in good stead, One
of the most effective teachers, however, had only two years' of
teaching experience. She made up for lack of extensive experience
with imaginatiou, ingenuity, and close rapport with her students.
Having wide acquaintance with the community was helpful both in
fining employment opportunities and recognizing good resource
people; in the case of the teacher less well acquainted with her
community, however, the problem was solved by an able home economics
coordinator and well-chosen advisory committee.

The key finding in relation to time demands of the course is
that the teaching load must be correspondingly lightened if the
teacher is to have time to set up work experience opportunities and
supervise students on the job in even the most cursory way.

Participating teachers listed as among their biggest problems
finding end preparing curriculum materials and lack of facilities.
Ingenuous use of available facilities was the norm; where class
large quantity cookery units were not specifically planned, teachers
improvised units. A Home Economics 1k class set up a faculty
tearcom within the classroom by simply advertising ahead of time
the days when luncheon would be available. Teachers were also
imaeginative in providing opportunities for simulated work experience.

Locating work experience opportunities that appealed to all
students was a problem; some students were harder to please than
others and some were just not as employable as others. As the
programs continued into second and third years, work opportunities
seemed easier to find. For example, at least two programs in
later ysars made definite contracts with institutions for supervised
work experience for the students. In the present study teachers
were by far the most effective agents in securing jJobs for their
students. Guidance counselors and work-study coordinators contri-
buted little, at least during the time of the study.

Finding time to work with parents, advisory committees, and
others presented a problem. Some teachers welcomed extra employ-
ment in the summer which gave additional time for these activities,
especially visiting students' homes to discuss the progranms,
transportation problems, and the like with the parents.

The most effective advisory committees seemed to be those -
~140-
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chosen by the teachers themselves. School administrators tended
to appoint ornly school people to advisory ccumittess. The presence
of potential employers on the committees was crucial not only
because of the doors to work experience which they were able to
open, but because of their fresh, optimistic viewpoint.

One problem & few teachers faced was defending an occesional
student against dismissal from school. Attendance officers and
disciplinarians were sometimes less sure of the value of keeping a
difficult, frequently absent, student in school than were teachers
who had finally been able to interest such students in a school
subject.

The dropout rate for the progrems was small, 26 out of 138
students, congidering the number of students placed in the courses
by counselors who frankly recognized the programs as a last attempt
to keep a potential dropout in school. Very few students dropped
the course because of disinterest. More typically students dropped
out of school altogether because of unfortunate pregnancies or,
in the case of some of the boys, the effort made to interest them
was just too late. Prominent administrators in at least two of the
participating schools expressed the opinion that there is also
value in the student's finding he does not like an occupational
area while he's still in school and able to switch to another course.

Guidance counselors who were interested in the less able
student gave enthusiastic and effective support to the occupational
programs . Some counselors could see possibilities in occupational
education, as has been reported, for students of many abilities.
The fact that student scores on the Attitude Toward School sceale,
which deals with typical school problems, remained stable over the
school year indicated that those students who remained in school
were satisfied with their academic niche and felt that their
problems and needs had been accommodated--circumstance for which
counselors deserved much credit. For at least three programs,
however, counselors explained to the research team that they were
slow or unsble to supply background information on trainees because
they were too busy processing records for students who were college
bound. Some counselors did not visit the new programs or otherwise
become acquainted with them despite the best efforts of the teachers
to acquaint them with the new programs.
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CONCLUSIONS AND IMPLICATIONS

Prior to 1963 the vocation for which home economics trained
girls was the vocation of homemeking; & traditional high school
home economics course emphasized menagement, consumer education,
personal and family relationships, home nursing, 2are and guid-
ance of children, and providing for housing, nutritional, and
clothing needs. By 1963 two sociological forces in America had
become so strong that legislation governing vocational education
was amended and extended to allow for more flexibility and experi-
mentation. One result was that home economics added a {urther
dimension to its traditional emphasis: the training of girls and
boys for entry-level Jobs in areas in which students had basic home
i economics knowledge; for example, food service, health care services,
i and child care. The mejor social forces having such & profound
effect on home economics education were changing conditions in the
world of work, brought about by technologicel advances, which meant
; that industry no longer readily absorbed the dropout and terminal
; high school student unprepared for e job; and change in the status
of women, whereby home economics education was challanged by an
obligation to prepare women for the dual role they increasingly play
in America, that of homemeker and wage-earner.

. The twelve pilot programs in occupational home economics initia-
ted in New York State followed the guidelines set by President
Kennedy's Panel of Consultents on Vocational Education (8) and
expanded by the Buresu of Home Economics Education, the State Educa-~
tion Department. Major conclusions in the present study confirm

the rationale of the guidelines. Training programs were set up
which provided opportunities to acquire skills in food service or
child care and to gain experience in realistic work situations; and
students were helped to develop reasonable occupational aspirations
and confidence in their ability to reach their goals.

Of 138 boys end girls of average, above average, and limited
ability who enrolled in the occupational education classes 112
completed the programs, which were obliquely directed &t holding
potential dropouts in school. Three of the 26 students who failed
to complete the course moved to other school districts not yet
offering occupational home economics, 8 dropped the classes because
of disinterest, and 15 dropped out of school altogether.

Employer interxrviews indicated that there are Jobs available in
food service and hesalth care services for the academically less-able
student who is dependable, able to get along with others, and willing
to accept supervision. The limited follow-up of students into
summer or permanent Jobs confirmed employer acceptance of course
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trainees, although ai experimental multiple regression analysis
based on a small sample indicated that employer satisfaction was
greater with the more academically able students in the classes.

Most students, by the conclusion of the programs, showed

acceptable attitudes toward work and minimum employability charac-
teristics and skills, Young people were shown to want to work and,
indeed, to attach considerable status to being able to hold a Job.
Students expressed the general opinion, in individual interviews,
that any occupational practice, orientation, or work experience
was helpful in preparing for jobs; but most prized was class
experience closely meshed-with paid work experience for an outside
employer, Three~-quarters of the students interviewed considered
their generally strong background of basic home economics courses
to be essential for success in occupational education classes.

The participating teachers were able to work successfully
with students of wicdely varing abilities and seemed to find
teaching the new classes to be not as different or difficult as
they had expected. By the conclusion of the courses teachers
felt more sure of their educational background and more accepting
of their students. Student post-scores most often showing
significant gains over pretest results were scores. on the food
service or child care achievement test; Interest in Occupaticnal
Training, Self-Confidence, Concept of Self in the World of Work,
and Attitude Toward Home Economics scales; and employability
characteristics, as measured by both students and teachers, on
the Becoming Employable descriptive rating scale. The skill
with which teachers were able to bring their classes up to a
standard of employsbility was amply illustrated. More able
students, who came into the classes with knowledge and skills
beyond some of the other students, achieved higher scores on
pretest instruments and & strong relationship was shown between
academic ability and employability. By the time of posttesting,
however, the correlations between employability characteristics
and academic ability were smaller, indicating that many less able
students were also reaching the higher levels of employability.
Teachers were especially effective in their use of resource
people, introducing students to different types of jobs and
opportunities for advancement in their chosen occupational
areas, and acquainting them with further educational possibilities
to which they could reasonably aspire.

An impression frequently expressed by both guidance counselors
and teachers was that many students were achieving success and
recognition for the first time in their school experience. Strong
emotional support and guidance was required by some students; teachers
acted as counselor-confidant and gave constant support as students met
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inevituble problems in school and on the job. Guidance counselors

whc were interested in terminal students and who followed the prograns
closely gave enthusiastic endorsement although participating teachers
sometimes expressed disappointment in the seeming disinterest of
individual counselors. Teachers found advisory committees which
ineluded key potential employers with their optimistic, fresh view-
point invaluable to the programs.

Students indicated during the courses and in the follow-up study
at least minimal satisfaction with their entry-level jobs. Most
students were so eager to work that they were pleased to accept any
suitable first job as long as it paid the minimum wage and offered
as many hours of work as they wished. As students met the realities
of working they became more discriminating about the selection _f a
second Job. Outside related work experience during the occupational
home economics course contributed to better hourly wage and higher-
status jobs in the follow-up period. Having had more units of
vocational education courses was also related to higher follow-up
wage and job status.

There were rather striking differences between local programs
and classes taught in area occupational centers. Area Centers
tended to emphasize skills and knowledge only; local programs
stressed, in addition to skills and knowledges: orientation to work,
supervised work experience, and preparation of women for their dual
role of homemeker and wage-earner. Teachers in occupational centers
typically taught two classes of three periods each deily, leaving
little or no time for investigating and supervising outside work
experience. Work experience was planned as a part of the second
year of area programs; both students and teachers, however, suggested
that students wanted work experience in any occupationsl education
course and were not always willing to wait for the second year for
such opportunities.

In the present study those teachers of local home economics
occupational classes who actively sought outside Jobs for their
students were effective agents in securing meaningful work experi-
ences; students who were left to their own devices did not fare
as well in moving into Job, & finding in the Ithaca study also. Child
Care jobs paying the minimum wage are hard to find at the present time,
a fact to be taken into consideration when initiating occupational
programs. The problem of outside supervised work experience is a
knotty one for area occupational centers, whose students are bused
to class over wide distances; however, the inclusion of more
orientation to work, personal and family relationships, and other
curriculum changes to strengthen the dual-role concept could easily
be made. m




i

The Super anc Overstreet study (28) showed college-bound
ninth grade boys to be slightly more planful than students expec-
ting to end their education with high school graduation. The
study also found that more culturally-stimulating homes affected
planfulness. In the present study a slight relatiomship was found
between interest in occupational training and parents' education,
supporting the Super and Overstreet finding. A stronger relation-
ship was shown between interest inm occupational training and self
concept, r=.43.

The Crites study (5), concerned with students in elementary
grades and jJunior high as well ag high school, was based on the
premise that if vocationsl maturity and vocational self concept
fit into a developmental framework, age is a factor. In the
present study age showed no significant relationship to attitudes
toward work, interest in occupational treining, or in employability
charecteristics and skills. Older girls, at the time of pretesting
had greater expectations of working throughout the stages of the
femily life cycle than the younger girls; the difference had
disappeared, however, at the conclusion of the courses. Age was
also related to self-confidence when they came into the course,
according to pretest scores, but not at the conclusion of the
course. As would be expected, the older students had more outside
work experience. This may be explained by laws regulating
mininum age for employment.

Academic ability was found to be a student characteristic
much more crucial to success in occupetional education just as in
traditional classes than age, SES, or any other background factor.
Evidences of academic sbility correlated strongly with attitudes
toward work, other important attitude scales, and with general
employability. Livers reached the seme conclusion in his study(19).

Treined observors--high school teachers, counselors, psycho-
logists--commented on the gain in poise and confidence exhibited
by many students in the pilot programs and on the carryover into
other classes of more responsible attitudes, as had been shown
in the Ithace study (16). Student satisfaction with the course,
as expressed in interviews, also paralleled Ithaca findings.

Boys enrolled in the pilot progrems -expressed a desire for
enrollment of more boys in the courses, were moreiinterested in
being short order cooks than waiters, and.had had more outside
work experience prior to the course than the girls had. Inter-
view responses seemed to indicate that boys were more realistic
in planning their futures, and that they could see more clearly
the chances for advancement in the food service industry. No
boys were enrolled in child care classes.
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In summary, & program satisfying tc the teacher and to the
students was characterized by

.Students having jobs

syl
R B

.Work experience related to the course

s
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et e

.Classes of a reasonable size

.Potential dropouts staying in school

.Students having some feeling for the course and for the work
for which the course trained

Bas,

A positive teacher i
.Enthusiastic support of the administration §
.A program of personal guidance %
.Students feeling free to teke their problems to guidance é
counselor or teacher 5

.
.Students feeling some satisfaction with jobs held during the ;
year and looking forward to Jobs of that type 3
.An advisory committee which included outside employers g

:




SUMMARY

The Problem

With the passage of the Vocational Education Act of 1963, home
economics was redefined to include not only education for homemaking,
but also education for gainful employment in jobs requiring home
economics understandings end skills. In 1964 a new secondary school
home economics curriculum was readied for use in New York State in
which occupational education and work experience represented a new
program dimension. During 1964~65 Ithace Senior High School
initiated a pilot program, assisted by the Bureau of Home Economics
Education, Stete Educetion Department. In this program an effort
vas made to identify effective procedures and practices and to
evaluate results, so that recommendations could be made available
to schools setting up comparable programs in cther parts of the
State.

The Department of Home Econcmics Education at Cornell University
became associated with the Ithace pilot study in order to assist
with the evaluation of the program and also to become more knowl-
edgeable concerning the development of such programs.

The Ithaca study (1.6) served as a pilot study for the present
research, the evaluation of 12 classes in home economics occupational
educetion which were conducted in 11 schools in New York State
during 1965--66. Evalustion instruments from the Ithace study were
refined and new instruments developed for the evaluation of the
expanded program, which included preparation for child care center
eides and food service workers.

Objectives

The study had as its major objectives: 1) to evaluate student
progress towerd specific objectives related to knowledge, job compe-
tences, and attitudes toward work 2) to determine the relationship
of student success in the course and on the Job to selected student
characteristics and 3) to provide by means of descriptive data
answers to questions of general interest to occupational education
regarding student selection, effective curriculum materials, facil-
ities and financing, guidance and counseling support required,
time demands on teachers, and teacher educational background and
work experience.
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Description of Sample 4%

Twelve classes were selected by the Bureau of Home Economics o
Education for inclusion in the present study: nine classes held 5
in eight local high schools and three classes in*two area occupa- *}
tional centers. Seven classes trained students for jobs in food i
service and three trained child-care center aides. Two local 5
classes provided younger students with orientation toward work -
end limited experience in food service. Classes met for ome to %
two periods daily in local schools and for three periods daily :é

in area centers. i

.
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Ages in the sample ranged from 14 to 19, with the mean at
16.52 years. Approximately 697 of the sample were 16 and 17 years 3
old, 17% were younger, and 14% older. One hundred girls and 12 e
boys completed the course including 10 ninth-graders, 18 tenth-
graders, 37 students in the eleventh grade, and U7 in the twelfth.
Student IQs were cetergorized into four ranges, with 9% falling
gbove 110, 45% from 90-109, 34% from 75-89, and 12% below T5.

In eight classes in the sample Stanford achievement test scores
measuring numericel competence and reading sbility ranged as low
as the first percentile rank (26). Highest scores on numerical
competence were no higher than the eighteenth percentile rank
for five classes; high scores fell between the percentile ranks
of 28-58 in four classes, and between the sixty-eighth and seventy-
seventh percentile ranks in three. High scores on the reading
tests rose as high as the eighty-second pércentile rank in three
classes but more typically fell gt the twenty to twenty-eighth
percentile ranks. In one class the highest reading score Just
reached the eleventh percentile rank.

Thirty-eight students, one-third of the total sample, were
considered by their guidance counselors to be handicapped by
poor physical or emotional health or by cultural background.
Socioeconomic status of the families of students enrolled in the
occupational education classes varied from families on welfare to
a fev where the head was a highly trained professional person.

-, pan -, Y, e e e iy N TS A PP g e 1Y LT T PTY S ol
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Facilities for the food service claesses included traditional
home economics department foods laboratories, school cafeteria
kitchens, faculty lunchrooms, and new quentity food preparation
units set up in the classrooms. The two area occupational centers
training child care center aides held nursery schools in conjunc-
tion with the occupationsl classes. The locel program training
girls in child care cooperated with kindergertens in the school ;f

system.
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Collection of Data

BEvaluation instruments to measure course effectiveness were
administered at the beginning of the course and again at the end
of the year's instruction and practice. The instruments included
an attitudes toward work scale, a questionnaire probing attitudes
toward married womer working, a questionnaire assessing reaction
to children of various ages, tests of knowledge and comprehension
appropriate to the course, and a motivation for enrollment
questionnaire. Student background informetion was assembled
from school records and a personal date sheet. Each student was
interviewed at the conclusion of the course. A series of descrip-
tive rating scales to measure general qualities related to employ-
ability and a series of scales to rate specific occupational skills
were administered early in the course and agein at the end of the
school year. Both teacher ratings and student self-ratings were
obtained. The following information from participating teachers
was assembled: an attitude questionnaire, time and cost records,
facilities checklist, a bibliograephy of useful instructional
naterials, report of students' work experience, educational and
occupational background, and end-of-year evaluation. All instru-
nents are included in the Appendix.

In addition to visits to the pilot programs in the fgll and
spring by the project leader and staff to collect pretest and
posttest data, visits were made midway through the programs to
observe classes, answer teachers' questions, and interpret
evaluation instruments. Two conferences of teachers, research
staff, and Bureau of Home Economics Education personnnel were held.
At the conclusion of the occupational classes students who were to
remain in school for another year were followed into their summer
Jobs; for graduates and dropouts the follow-up continued for six

months.,

Development of Instruments

Some evaluation instruments used in the present study were
developed in earlier research projects carried out by the Depart-
ment of Home Economics Education, the Linton study (6) and the
Ithaca study (16). Instruments developed expressly to meet the
objectives of the present study were:

1) Descriptive rating scales to complete e series of four
general scales applicable to many entry-level jobs:
Menagement, Safety, and Sanitation.

2) Descriptive rating scales, designed for use in conjunc-
tion with the general scales,to measure specific skills
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taught by the courses: Child Care Center Aide, Dietary aide,
Femily Meal Specialist, Cafeteria Counterman, Short Order Cook,
and Cook's Helper.

3) Two descriptive rating scales for use in the follow-up study:
Employer's Rating Scale, to measure employer satisfaction with
trainees, and "My Job" scale, to measure student satisfaction
with their Jjobs.

4) Questionnaires and data sheets for collecting information from
guidance counselors and teachers.

Instruments refined or adapted for the current study included:
achievement tests eappropriate for the foods service or child care
course, interview schedule, personal data sheet, and a student ques-
tionneire which had as its subsections Guttman~ or Likert-type scales
measuring factors thought to be motivation for enrollment in an occupa-
tional education course.

Content validity of the instruments was established through a
thorough review of literature and extensive interviews with teachers,
employers, the representative of a civil service employees' association,
and appropriate University personnel. Item analyses of instruments
were made to determine item discrimination and level of difficulty,
where relevant. The achievement tests were pretested, before use in
the present study, on approximately 100 students comparable in age
and academic background to the current semple. Subsections of the
Student Questionnaire were investigated for Guttman-type scales.
Interrater reliability of descriptive rating scales was checked by
means of rank correlations, stepped up with the Spearman-Brown
formula.

Statistical Analysis to Determine Interrelatedness of Varisbles

In addition to analyses necessary to determine quality of instru-
ments, three major analyses of date were made: compilation of an
index of success for students in individual classes and correlation
of each index with selected variables, correlation of test scores for
the total sample with relevant variables, and multiple regression
analysis of two maejor instruments - Attitudes Toward Work Scale and
Employer's Rating Scale.

Results: Quality of Instruments

Guttmen scaies with acceptable coefficients of reproducibility
and scalability were obtained for the following subsections of the
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Student Questionnaire: Interest in Occupational Training, Attitude
Toward School, Attitude Toward Tyoe Job, Attitude Toward Working with
Others, Self-Confidence, and Expectstions from the Course. Two :
subsections, Interest in Earning Money and Attitude Toward Home Eco- g
nomics, did not scale eccording to the Guttman theory and were used S
as Likert-type scales; both had relisbility coefficients of .98 :
according to Hoyt-Stunkard (15). The Brookover Guttman scalell),

Self-Concept of Ability, incorporated in the Student Questionnaire 8
by permission of the asuthor, did not scale for the sample in the K
present study. A 25-item Likert-type scale, Concept of Self in the g
World of Work, had an acceptable reliability coefficient of .88. ”

Review of literature and repeated interviews with employers and
university personnel established content validity of the descriptive
rating scales. Reliability was checked by emplcyers of young people
in entry-level jobs in food service and child care. Reliability
coefficients based on pooled ratings of 6-9 judges reached levels
near .75 for the general scales--Becoming Employable, Management,
Safety, and Sanitation--and .75 - .92 for scales rating occupational
skills specific to food service or child care. Analyses showed
generally acceptable item discrimination for the descriptive rating
scales.

PRI S S A
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: Items on the achievement tests were analyzed for discriminating
.\ power and level of difficulty. They were generally adequate aithough
k some did not contribute to test reliability, found to be .82 for the
- food service achievement test (n=92) and .68 for the child care
achievement test (n=19). Content validity of the two achievement

: tests was based on tables of specifications which included concepts

g related to adjustment to the world of work, management at home and
on the Job, and development of jJob competences.

Results: Course Effectiveness

20 S A A b Ll

Index of Success

J An index of student success was developed by ranking students

] according to posttest scores on seven instruments: the four general

) descriptive rating scales, an average of ratings on scales measuring
occupational skills specific to food service or child care, Attitudes
Toward Work, and achievement test. Concordance coefficients for the
indices reached significant levels except for an atypical ninth grade
class. Student rank on index of success was campared with ranks on
IQ, academic achievement, SES, smount of supervised work experience,
total units of vocational education courses, and the subsections of
the Student Questionnaire which were felt to be motivating factors for
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enrollment in an occupstion.l education class, Variables found most
often associated with student success in occupational home economics
were self-confidence, concept of self in the world of work, attitude
toward school, academic ability, and attitude toward working with
others. Other variables associated with success in more then one
class were attitude toward home economics and expections from the
course. Total work experience, SES, units of voed, ettitude toward
type job, and interest in occupational training were significantly
related to success in one of the occupational classes. In the case
of instruments which were administered twice variables correlating

significantly with the index usually represented post-scores.

Difference Between Pretest and Postiz~t Scores

Significant changes in pretest and posttest scores were found
most often for the achievement tests, Preparation for Employment
in Child Care and Preparation for Employment in Food Service; Interest
in Occupational Training; and both teacher ratings and student self-
ratings on the Becoming Fmployable descriptive rating scale. Scores
for Attitudes Toward Work, Self-Confidence, Coneept of Self in the
World of Work, and Attitude Toward Home Economics changed significantly
in three classes. Attitude Toward Working with Others scores guined
significantly in one class; Attitude Toward School did not change
significantly in any of the 12 classes in the total sample. Most
changes in pretest and posttest scores were positive, the only
negative chenges occurring in a single class,

Student Interviews

Student asttitudes toward supervised work experience figured
prominently in interview responses. Supervised work experience of
any kind was seen by the students as useful, whether under school
auspices or for an cutside employer. The students, however, nearly
unanimously endorsed paid work experience for an outside employer as
an indispensable feasture of occupational education. Since the major
purpose of the student was to get a Job, anything that helped him
choose an occupation or prepare for work was seen as helpful.
Students expected their occupational courses to be different from
other classes and their expectations were largely met. The differ-
ences they expected included, in addition to outside work experience,
an active class with demonstrations, simulated work experience, field
trips, visits from resource people, end informal discussion.

A majority of the studemts found their extensive background of
home economics courses necessary for success in occupationsl classes,
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especially food service. Scme students, already possessing & strong
background, seid they needed more and the rare class which did not
have a background of basic home economics said it was needed. Most
students felt sufficiently well prepared, at the time of the inter-
views, for entry-level jobs in food service or child care. Girls were
asked whether they thought they had enough training to return to food
service or child care jobs at later periods in their lives if they
followed the common pattern of leaving the labor market to raise
femilies. Most girls felt competent to handle entry-level jobs at

any periocd in their lives.

When students were asked which type of food service or child care
Jobs interested them most, their replies depended on the richness of
the course. Students having a wider variety of experiences in class
and on the job were more selective than those who had little chancé -
to explore work opportunities. Students usually chose certain jobs
because they had tried the job, liked it, and felt competent to do
the work. Many hoped to go on for further training in child care,
food service, or other areas of interest after completing high school.

Work Experience

The most striking finding in regard to work experience was that
51 of 68 students (75%) were earning less than the minimum wage,
usually $.50 - .T5 an hour babysitting or mowing lawns prior to the
course; whereas 43 of 53 working students (81%) were earning the
minimum wage or more by the conclusion of the course. According to
the students themselves, the strong programs among the 12 classes
were those where the teacher actively sought work experience oppor-
tunities for her class and helped students make the initial contacts
with employers. Students wished to go out on jobs early in the
courses in order to earn more money and for more varied experience.

Problems were encountered on jobs held during the school year

by surprisingly few students but were predictable: getting along
with co-workers, low pay, transportation, and too many bosses.

Follow-Up Study

The follow-up study ended at the close of summer for those
students who continued in school another year and therefore sought
only temporary or part-time jobs. The follow-up continued until
December first for students who graduated or otherwise left school
and who looked for more permanent jobs. Responses were received
from 100 of the 112 students who completed occupational education
courses. Fifty-eight students held jobs during the follow-up period
of the study; 16 did not seek Jobs because of their age or they
were needed at home; 21 trainees, mostly the younger people in the
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sample, looked for regular jobs but were unable to find them; five
students went on for further education. B

Employers rarely rated a trainee below 3.00, the level intended
to describe minimum employability. The mean rating for 2L seniors
was 3.64; for 13 juniors, 4.00. Seniors rated their Jobs on the job
satisfaction scele, "My Job," at 3.94% and juniors at 3.95. Job
satisfaction 1ratings ranged from 2.52 to 5.00 for the total sample.

Forty-one of the fifty students for whom follow-up wage was &
available received the minimum wage or above during the period of i
the follow-up study. Of the nine students who received less than g
the minimum wage, five had been enrolled in food service or child
care classes in area occupational centers, three were ninth-grsders,
and cne was a school dropout. Most of the students were successful
in their jJobs; two students did poorly in their first Jobs but well b
in their gecond. Nine of the 21 students who could not get jobs were
enroiled in courses in area occupational centers, ten were enrolled
in Home Economics 14 classes for younger students, and two were in
Home Ecounomics 13 classes.

Dropouts. 3

Of 138 boys and girls of average, above average, and limited
ability who enrolled in the occupational education classes 112
completed the programs, which were obliguely directed at holding
potential dropouts in school. Three of the 26 students who failed
to complete the course moved to other school districts not yet
offering occupational home economics, 8 dropped the classes because
of disinterest, snd 15 dropped out of school altogether.

Results: Reports from Teachers and Guidance Counselors

SARERAEEEC it At b e el

B b S

Participating teachers supplied a wealth of information about
their programs; they responded to an attitude questionnaire as well
as providing data on their educational and occupational background,
time demands, instructional materials, facilities, selection of
students, and their evaluation of the pilot programs. Teacher
attitude toward the course, in general, did not change much over
the year. All the participating teachers zaid they welcomed the
opportunity to teach a pilot class. Some .eachers were concerned,
at the time of fall testing, with the basic ability of some of their
w<udents and with certain difficult students who were enrolled in
the classes. At the time of posttesting the teachers were more
accepting of their students. The teachers seemed to find that teaching
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occupational home economics was not as different as they had expected; ; :
at the time of posttesting they felt more sure of their background in ;

education although some wished for more up-to-date work experience !
in focd service or nursery school participation in order to better S
understand what was expected of their students on the job.

The classes differed widely among themselves. Some teachers
3 stressed knowledge and understanding; some concentrated on specific
: child care or food service skills; and some emphasized orientation
_ to work. The pilot courses represented a classic example of the
x teacher meeting community and student needs as she saw thenm.
} Teachers were especially effective in their use of resource people,
introducing students to different types of jobs and opportunities
for advancement in their chosen occupational areas, and acquainting
them with further educational possibilities to which they could
reasonably aspire.
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Although most of the food service teachers had many years of
; experience both in teaching and catering, one of the most effective
i teachers had only two years of teaching experience. Having wide
§ acquaintance with the community was helpful otk in finding employ-
“ ment opportunities and recognizing good resource people; in the
; case of the teacher less well acquainted with her community, however,
é the problem was solved by an able home economics coordinator and
: well-chosen advisory committee.
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The key finding in relation to time demands of the course is i
that the teaching load must be correspondingly lightened if the L
teacher is to have time to set up work experience opportunities LK
and supervise students on the Job in even the most cursory way.

Participating teachers listed as among their biggest problems ;.
finding and preparing curriculum materials and lack of facilities, '
especially storage space. A bibliography of useful curriculum
meterials was prepared from teacher reports and is included in the
Appendix. Ingenuous use of aveilsable facilities was the nomm.

Locating work experience opportunities that appealed to all students
was & problem; some students were harder to please then others and

some were just not as employable as others. In the present study

those teachers of local home econamics occupational classes who

k actively sought outside jobs for their students were effective egents

| in securing meaningful work experiences; students who were left to

| their own devices did not fare as well in moving into jobs, a finding
also in the Ithaca study. Child care jobs phying the minimum wage are
hard to find at the present time, a fact to be taken into consideration
when initiating occéupational programs<
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There were rather striking differences between local programs
and classes taught in area occupational centers. Area centers
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tended to emphasize skills and knowledge only; local progrems stressed,
in addition to skills and knowledges: orientation to work, super-
vised work experience, and preparation of women for their dual role
of homemaker and wage-earner. Teaechers in occupational centers
typically taught two classes of three periods each daily, leaving
little or no time for investigating and supervising outside work
experience. The problem of outside work experience is a knotty one
for area occupational centers, whose students are bused to class over
wide distances; however, the inclusion of more orientation to work,
personal and family relaticnships, and other curriculum changes to
strengthen the dual-role concept could easily be made.

Guidance counselors who were interested in the less able student
gave enthusiastic and effective support to the occupational progranms.
An impression frequently expressed by both guidance counselors and
teachers was that meny students were echieving success and recognition
for the first time in their school experience., Strong emotional
support and guidance was required by some students; teachers acted as
counselor-confidante and gave constant support as students met inevi-
table problems at school and on the job.

The factors most often given consideration by the six teachers
who aided counselors in the placement of students in occupational home
economics classes were level of academic achievement, 1Q, age, recom-
mendation of teacher, student request, SES, and personal characteris-
tics of students. The counselors, 28 of whom cooperated in the study,
placed students according to the following, in order of greatest use:
recommendation of teacher or counselor, level of academic achievement,
student request, personal characteristics, IQ, age, and potential
dropout. Some counselors could see possibilities in occupational
education for students of many abilities, although others cautioned
that the less able student must not be discriminated against and again
left out.

Results: Correlation Matrices

The 12 classes were treated as a single sample of secondary
school students enrolled in occupational home economics in order to
seek answers to questions of general interest to occupationai educ-
ation. A question of major concern is the degree of basic ability
students must possess to achieve success both in an occupational
class and an entry-level job. Scores representing basic academic
ebility and attitudes thought predictive of success on the job were
compared with teacher and employer ratings of the students, students’®
Job satisfaction, and follow-up wage and job status. Job satisfaction
was found to have a slight relationship to IQ (r=.33) and the employ-
er's rating with the mark earned ir the occupational course (r=.32).
Scores on the three scales, Attitudes Toward Work, Attitude Toward
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Working with Others, and Attitude Toward School, were highly inter-
correlated but were not shown to be significantly related to scores

on the Employer's Rating Scale. Follow-up job status and hourly wege
on follow-up jobs were related neither to evidences of academic
ability nor attitudes thought predictive of success on the Job.

Basic academic ability was found to be related to occupational skills
as messured by teecher retings on the deseriptive rating scales.
Teachers and employers tended to rate student occupational skills sime
ilarly; student self-ratings, however, rarely correlated with teacher
ratings at even the .05 level and showed no relationship to employer
ratings. Attitudinal scores showing significant relationship to
teacher ratings of students on the descriptive rating scales were
Concept of Self in the World of Work with the Becoming Employable

and Management descriptive rating scales, and with an average of
teacher ratings on scales measuring occupational skills specific to
ciild care or fooid service, Scores on the Self-Confidence, Attitude
Toward Home Economics, Interest in Occupational Training, and Attituae
Toward Working witn Others scales were also significantly related to
occupational skills.

Another question of general interest to occupational education
involves the components of positive attitudes toward work. The
correlation matrix showed Attitudes Toward Work scores to be signific-
antly correlated at .00l with scores on the Attitude Toward School,
and Concept of Self in the World of Work scales; and IQ and reading
ability. Correlations at a lower level of signiticance existed between
Attitudes Toward Work scores, grade point average, and the Attitude
Toward Type Job -and Expectations from the Course scales. The findings
from a multiple regression analysis of the Attitudes Toward Work
scale were somewhat different, however.

A question of interest to educators of women is whether girls'
expectations of working during various periods of the femily life cycle
change as a result of enrollment in an occupational education class.

At the time of pretesting girls with the greatest expectations of
working were those who were older, more employable, and slightly more
confident. They also tended to have had more outside work experience
prior to the course than their classmates. At the conclusion of the
course the only variable significantly related to work expectations
was self-confidence. :

Of prime concern to occupational education is the identification
of factors which predict higher status jobs and better pay as students
leave occupationel classes and move into entry-~level Jobs. Follow-up
information received from 59 students both underclassmen working at
summer Jobs and school graduates, showed slight relationships to exist
between higher.-status follow-up jobs and age, paid outside work experi-
ence during the course, hourly wage and job staetus prior to the occupa-
tional education course, and wage during the course. Hourly wage on
follow-up Jobs was slightly related to age, higher wage during the
course, outside paid work experience during the course, units of voca-
tional education courses, girls' expectaticns of working during stages
of the femily life cycle, and Job status prior to and during the course.
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Results: Multiple Regression Analysis

Data for the total sample which were thought to be related to
student attitudes toward work were submitted to multiple regression
analysis to determine the best predictors of helpful work attitudes.
Student post-scores on the Attitudes Toward Work scale comprised the
dependent variable; independent variables chosen for inclusion in
the analysis were 1Q, age, reading ability, teacher post-rating on
the Becoming Employeble descriptive rating scale, cumulative grade
point average, and post-scores on the following subsections of the
Student Questionnaire: Attitude Toward Home Economics, Attitude
Toward School, Interest in Type dJob, Tnterest in Occupational Training,
Self-Confidence, and Attitude Toward Working with Others. Four veri-
ables contributed significant weights to the best-fitting regression
line; they were, in order: reading ability, attitude toward school,
attitude toward home economics, and interest in occupational training.
At this point in the step-wise regression analysis 43% of the variance
was explained by the four predictors. The remaining variables contri-
butinrg to the multiple correlation but were not found to be signifi-~
cent weights.. All the predictors teken together estimated the.regres-
sion line sufficiently well, however, to be statistically significant
at better than .0l.

A multiple regression analysis was run on a small sample of
employer ratings of junior - and senior trainees to investigate
additional, although tentative, informeticn about employer require-
ments for workers in entry-level jobs. Contributors to employer
satisfaction were sought. In this instance Just two variables
contributed significant weights to the best-fitting regression line:
numerical competence and having had outside work experience as
opposed to work experience within the school. At this point in the
stepwise regression 39% of the variance was explained. The other
independent variebles which had been submitted in the analysis included
reading ability, teacher rating on the Becoming Employsble descriptive
rating scale, total hours of work experience, average of teacher post-
ratings on descriptive rating scales measuring specific skills, Jjob
satisfaction scale, current and cumulative grade point, averages, post-
scores on the Attitudes Toward Work, Attitudes Toward School, and
Self-Confidence scales, and post-scores on the Merried Women Working
questionnaire. When the F test thel determines the goodness of fit
of the regression line estimated from all predictors taken together
was performed, the obtained level was non-significent, indicating
that these predictors cannot adequately explein components of employer
satisfaction.
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Discussion

The mejor finding in regard to instrument develorment was the
apparent importance of neasures of basic abilities, nunerical
competence and reading, as predictors of helpful ettitudes toward
work and employer satisfaction with occupationel home econocmics
trainees. !Multiple regression analysis showed reading ability to be
the best predictor of attitudes tcward work and numerical comipetence
to Dbest predict employer ratings. Positive attitudes toward
school, home econcmics, and occupational training were significant
predictors of helpful attitudes toward work, a more hopeful finding
for the teacher of less able students, who may be helpless to
improve reading ability but effective in assisting students toward
better attitudes. The teacher can perhaps also seek outside work
experience, which contributes to employer satisfacticn, more
easily then she can help the student improve in numerical competence.

S IS e T vk AT A
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Correlating student ranks on an index of success in his occupa-
tional course with background characteristics and motivation for
enrollment showed variables most often contributing to student
success in occupationsl education to be increased self-confidence,
more positive ettitudes toward school and working with others, and
academic ebility. The teachers seemed to be able to circumvent
low scademic ability, a factor to be reckoned with in occupational
education as in traditional courses, by building confidence and
x strengthening attitudes favorable to success in occupetional courses.
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Teacher success in building self-confidence and positive
attitudes was again illustrated by posttest scores showing signifi-
: cant gains over pretest results on the Interest in Occupational
§ Training, Self-Confidence, Concept of Self in the World of Work,

% and Attitude Toward Home Economics scales. All posttest scores
did not change positively; in a single class there was negative
change on the Attitudes Toward Work, Attitude Toward Type Job,
and Married Women Working questionnaire. The negative changes
occurred in a class of more academically able students who had
extensive outside work experience. Apparently, as the girls met
the realities of working, their idealistic attitudes toward work
in general changed, they were less pleased with food service Jobs,
and less committed to working throughout the family life cycle.
The improvement in personal employability characteristics, as
measured by significantly higher post-ratings on the Becoming
Employable Scale, was & notable finding since employers heavily
stressed the importance of these occupational skills.
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: Mejor findings from individual student interviews were students’

: near unanimous endorsement of outside work experience as an integral

‘ part of occupational education and their feeling that a strong back-
ground of basic home economics courses was essential for success in

? home economics occupational education., At the time of the interviews
nearly all students, regardless of the richness of their learning
experiences, felt ready to assume an entry-level job in child care or
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food service. The girls' assursnce that they were adequately trained
for jobs at later periods in their lives if they left the labor
market for a time to raise their families can be viewed as a kind of
insurance policy since, according to projected figures, 9 out of 10
women will work during at least part of their married lives.

Findings related to work experience were of special interest to
occupational educators. Holding a job seemed to have real status for
e teenager regardless of the type of job. He expected the minimum
wage and quickly became more discriminating in his choice of jobs.
Being able to get and Lold a job was apparently a sign of sucdess
for these young people in these occupatidnal classes. Sfudénts eagerly
looked forward to outside work experience earliy in their courses.
Some teachers hesitated to send students out on jobs feeling they
needed extensive training first. From the students' viewpoint, and
also the employers', there were many adventages in quickly going out
on the job. Students were sble to take back to class their problems
and successes for discussion and support. The students warted varied
experiences to help them decide on a permanent occupation, imminent
decision. A major problem with many of the students--because of
youth, lack of previous success, or below-average acsdemic ability--
was their reluctance to look for work opportunities on their own.
Important advanteges accrued when the school helped such students
take the first step into a job. The prestige of the school opened
many doors; employers were eager to cooperate. The student, once
having experienced hiring procedures and having held a job, could and
did teke the initiative for later jobseeking. An occasional teacher
and one employer believed students should take the initiative for
obtaining all their work experience. Follow-up findings showed,
however, that even well-trained more able students hdd difficulty
getting Jobs or were unable to secure jobs paying the minimum wage
and otherwise desirable because they did not know where to start.

Additional follow-up findings showed teacher and employer ratings
on the descriptive rating scales correlating significantly, which
indicated thav teachers well understood job requirements, Of the few
students earning less than the minimum wage in the follow-up study
%2alf had been enrolled in classes in area occupational centers which
did not actively seek jobs for trainees as part of the first year of
the students' occupational course. Most students' expectations of
meetving people and making new friends on their jobs were realized
but &ifficulty with co-workers was cited as an occasional problem on
the job along with low pay (the minimum wage), working on weekends,
and too many bosses.

Additional findings were significant correlations of follow-up
wvege and job status with outside work experience, units of vocational
-160-
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education courses, and girls' serious expectations of working at
various periods of the family life cycle. ’

The effect of the pilot programs on girls' expectations of
working during the various steges of the family life cycle was
investigated. A comparison of pretest and posttest mean seores
showed no significant chenge in girls’ expectations of working.

A common pattern emerged in which nearly all girls expected to work
after they finished their education and many after marriage; most
hoped to stay home with their children during the preschool years.

In sumnary, the present study found that a successful progrem
in home economics occupational education was characterized by
students having outside work experience related to their course,
classes of reasonable size, potential dropouts staying in school,
students having some accepting feeling for the course and for the
work for which the course trained, a positive teacher, enthusiastic
support of the administration, a program of personal guidance, asnd
an advisory committee which included outside employers.
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