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PROFOSALS BY THE NEW YORK CITY BOARD OF ECUCATION FOR
SCHOOL DECENTRALIZATION ARE REVIEWED. PROFELLED BY THE
BOYCOTT OF 1.S5. 261, THE BOARD ULTIMATELY CEVELOFEDC SEVEN
FPROJECTS WHICH WOULD ENCOURAGE COWMUNITY INVOLVEMENT. THE
PROPOSAL OFFERING THE GREATEST POSSIBILITY FOR COMMUNITY
PARTICIPATION WAS ONE WHICH SUGGESTED THE CREATION OF TWO
EXPERIMENTAL UNITS COMFOSEC OF A MIDULE SCHOOL ANC ITS
FESDERS. ONE UNIT WAS TO BE ORGANIZEC AROUNC A JUNIOR HIGH
SCHOOL ON THE WEST SICE OF MANHATTAN, AND THE OTHER UNIT WAS
10 CONS13T OF 1.S. 261 AND ITS THREE FEECER SCHOOLS. BOTH
PLANS COLLAFSED. OF THE SIX OTHER FROPOSALS, ONE FOF
BROWNSVILLE IN BROOKLYN COULY NOT GAIN COMMUNITY SUPFPORT. AND
Y THE OTHERS WERE EITHER FOSTPONED INCEFINITELY OR THE BOARC
g C1D NOT DEVELOP A SPECIFIC FLAN TO IMPLEMENT THEM. FINALLY, A
3 NEW DECENTRALIZATION SCHEME INVOLVING THREE NEW EXPERIMENTAL
UNITS WAS ANNOUNCED FOR WHICH THE FORD FOUNCATION WOULD
FROVIDE PLANNING GRANTS TO ENABLE EACH UNIT TO CEVELOP 1TS
: OWN PROPOSALS FOR A GOVERNING BOARD. HOWEVER, IN THIS PLAN
3 THE BOARD OF EDUCATION WOULD HAVE VETO POWER OYER THE
3 PROPOSED LOCAL GOVERNING BOARC, 1TS FPROJECTEDC FROGRAMS, AND
o ADMINI STRATORS AND SUFERVISORS. THE TEACHERS UNION ANC THE
COUNCIL OF SUFERVISORY ASSOCIATIONS HAVE EXPRESSEC SOME
RESERVATIONS ABOUT THE ESTABLISHMENT OF ELECTED LOCAL SCHOOL
BOARDS. OTHER ISSUES TO BE FACED INVOLVE FOSSIBLE CONFLICTS
WITH CERTAIN STATE EGUCATION LAWS AND CETERMINING WHETHER THE
EXPERIMENTS IN DECENTRALIZATION ARE ACEGUATE ANC °*WISE.® THIS
ARTICLE 1S PUBLISHED IN "THE CENTER FORUM,* VOLUME 2, NUMBEK
s 2. (NH)
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