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CURING THE SUMMER OF 1965, 5 AGENCIES SFONSORED A
HEADSTART FROJECT FOR 4500 CHILCREN FROM VHE GREATER
CLEVELAND OHIO AREA. EFFORTS WERE CONCENTRATEC ON ORGANIZING
5 ENDEAVORS. (1) THE DIRECTORS OF THE § AGENCIES WORKED
TOGETHER TO ESTABLISH STANDARDS FOR FSYCHOLOGICAL EVALUATION
3 FROCEDURES. (2) FROM 8 CENTERS, 125 HEACSTART CHILDREN AND
125 NON-HEADSTART CHILDOREN WERE CHOSEN AT RANDOM AS SAMFLES
IN A FROGRAM TO DEVELOF CLASSROOM OBSERVATION METHODS. (3)
THE SAME GROUFS OF CHILDREN WERE TESTEC ON THE FRE-SCHOOL
X INVENTORY ANC FEABOCY FICTURE VOCABULARY TEST BY FARENTS AND
FSYCHOLOGY GRACUATE STUDENTS TO STUDY THE EFFECTIVENESS OF
HEADSTART FARENTS AS ADCMINISTRATORS OF PSYCHOLGICAL TESTS.
(4) ALL 250 CHILDREN WERE TESTED CURING THE THIRD WEEK OF THE
FROGRAM AND BEFORE THE END OF SCHOCL. DATA CONCERNING 59
SELECTED CHILDREN WERE GIVEN SFECIAL EXAMINATION AS A
] FOLLOWUF STUDY. (5) TWO SERVICE AND RESEARCH FOSSIBILITIZS'
CISCUSSED WERE A JOINT PROGRAM OF CLEVELAND AREA
FECIATRICIANS AND FSYCHOLOGISTS IN THE CETECTION AND
SERVICING OF THE DEVIATING CHILC ANC THE TRAINING OF FARENTS
? TO WORK WITH TEACHERS IN THE CLASSROOM, (CO)
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Headstart Operstionsl Field Analysis
Progress Report I
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Melvin E. Allerhand, Ph.D.
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Cleveland, Ohio

This report will cover the following astivities during the period
from July 1, 1965 to October 1, 19653

a) Coordination of the Oreater Cleveland Area pesychological
assessment program for Operation Head Start, 1965.

b) Developing of methodology for olassroom observation of &
sanple of Headstart (mogycmmen and a comparison

group=-Non-Headstart Children (Ves).

o) Study of effectiveness of H3 parents as administers of
psychologinal tests.

d) Implementation of Follow-up study involving: the HS children
and their comparison group.

o) Other Developments.
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a) Coordination of the Creater Cleveland Area psychologioal
assessment program for Operation Hesd Start, 1965.

There were five agencies participating in the Project Head Start
during the summer of 1965, includings:

Cleveland Public Sohools (65HS 1915)

Cleveland Catholic Schools (65HS 19i6)

Council of Churches (65KS 1917)

Community Action for Youth (658 §160)

Greater “leveland Neighborhood ?onter (65HS 5144)

The total number of ohildren enrolled approximated 4500, with Cleveland
Public Schools servicing the giant's share, about 3500 in 60 child
development centers,

Considerable effort was exerted to establish a relatively standard
modus operandi amongst the agencies in applying any of the evaluative
procedures. This was achieved through close collaboration with the dir-
eotors of the five agencies and furthered by the very helpful liaison
funotion of Mr. John Olsen, assistant to the director of Council for
Eoonomic Opportunity in Greater Cleveland.

Creater emphasis was placed on the assnssment of the children, vis.
Pre-sohool Inventory, Peabody Pioture Vocabulary Test (PPVT), Behavior
Inventory, and Psychological Screening Device, To the end of more usable
and valid resulxs, and most important to get the job done, fifty (50)
testers were located and trained in the administration of the Pre-school
Inventory and the PFVT. The total number of pre-tests and post-tesis ad-
minigtereds Pre-school Inventory~«2574s FPFVT--473. The Behavior Inven-
tory and Psychological Screening Devices were completed by the teachers on
all children: OCroup meetings and, when necessary, individusl conferences
were held with the teachers to discuss the procedures for which they had
responsibility,

An unantioipated sffort was required in the area of soanning test
results and Record Book keeping. The nationally established plan of Records
Clerks broke down, thus, initially, requiring the training and usage of
time of the testing personnel to oversee and oarry out these tasks. When
the Records Clerks were employed (in late Auguss), it was necessary to
orient, train, and supervise their efforts in the scanning and record
keeping since no trainer was ‘'supplied,

b) Developing of methodology for olassroom observation of a
sample of Headstart (IBogychildren and a comparison groupe-
Non-Headstart (NHS) Children.

The central theoretical interest of this follow-up study is the manner
in which children demonstrate their attainment of concepts within the class-
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room (a natural setting as oontrasted with the testing situation). There
was & search for the olassroom activities which would most readily stimulate
behavior relevant to target concept areas, vis., color, form, grouping,
ordering, time sequence, and time duration. There was also the necessary
review of the literature and pilot efforts to bring together the current
knowledge about measuring such concepis relevant to observable behavior
within the classroom.

, Detailed recordings were made of z small sample of Headstart children
with the following resultant informations | '

1) the necessary range of behavior can be -achieved within
the kindergarten-type classroom setting

2) the data can be acquired with satisfactory reliability

3) the best combination of classroomn activity is free play and
art sequence

4) there is & minimun of olass disruption with the presence
of an observer (However, it is recognised that the Headatart
setting would permit more absorption of adults because of the
different adult to ohild ratio) |

5) teacher's observation may be used to augment the researcher 's
direct observations when the data was incomplete

The sampling procedure for the selection of both the experimental (HS)
and tte controls (NHS) was established. The HS group of 125 was seiected
from the eight Sampla Centers through a system of random numbers. This was
to sssure an unbiased and representative group of the children from the
Cleveland Area. The 125 NHS subjects would be randcauly selected from the
same kindergartsn classes to whioh the HS group was assigned.

o)\ Study of effectiveness of ES parents as
administers of psychological tests

The purpose of this uproject was to determine the plaussbility of utile
i3ing parents of Head Start children as testers. It is a beginning of a
broader effort to locate aress in professionsl functions which may de
assumed by individuals indigeinocus to & particular setting, i.e., seleot
jndividuals based on availability and familiarity with the setting instead
of professional qualifiocations and then train them for a circumsoribed
service within their own commnity.

From 30 parent volunteers, a group of ten were seleoted for training
in the sdministration of the Pre-school Inventory and Paabody Pioture
Vooabulary Test, Three parents wers untble to arrange to complete the
training, and time did not permit replacements.

Each parent tested about nine Head Start Children., Using a counter-
balanced order, the same children were tested within a maximum of 5 days by
clinical psychology graduate stulents, generally experienced in testing
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procedures and partioularly sophisticated in the use of the Pre-school
Inventory and PPVT, :

Preliminary analysis shows an oyerall percentage of agreement between
parents and graduate asudents of 76%* on the Preeschool Inventory. There
was very high consistency amongst the parent testers (74% to gugreemnt),
even though the range in school attainment was from 9th grade to 12th grade.
The range of difference in test scores between the parent and graduate
student tester on the PPVT was from 0 to 22, The average deviation was 5.51,

A detailed report of this pilot study will he completed by the next
reporting and will be attached to0 Progress Repert II.

d) Implementation of Follow-up study involving the ES
children and their NHS comparison group

Staffs

At the time of this reporting the fellowing full time and part time
staff are employed:s prinoiple investigator, research assistant, secretary,
seven observers, and three testers. The staff makeup will be maintained:

. until June 1966 except for the limited use of the testers until Ootober 1,
1965. The observers are involved in the last phase of orientation and
training in the use of observational techniques and have become very
conversant with the target concept areas, ‘

lings

The final samples have been established with the 250 ohildren (125 HS;
125 NHS) distributed amongst 13 schools and 25 classes in the Cleveland
Public Schools. The 50 children who will be intensively obaerved (an hour
per week) are located in all of the schools and most of the classes, It
should also be noted that there are some pure HS olasses. Special exam-
ination will be given to the data of the children in these groups.

In addition to compering the development of HS and NHS children, there
will be a comparison of children in oclasses of Summer Head Start thachers
(12) and Non-Head Start Teachers (13). This may give some indication of
the impact of the Summer program on the practices of the teaching personnel.
However, it is clearly established that this is not a study of teacher
behavior or effectiveness, f

L I

11t should also be noted that in 67% of the oases, when the child was
more successful on the repeat test, the higher score cocurred during the
second administration, This strongly supports the anticipated--that the
children learned to be more acourate through the test-retest procedure and,
thus, suggeats even more similarity in effectiveness between the parent and
graduate student testers,




R = e e e

DA e A R S S SRR M S

S REEE T R T AR R T e

Basaline Testings

The Presschool Inventory and PFVT given to Headstart Children within
the third week of the summer program will be utilized as a baseline measure
of the child's functioning, To establish a comparable measure, ‘the 125 NHS
subjects are being given the same measurcs during their first three weeks
of school. This testing will also yleld information about the academio
achievement comparability of the HS and NHS groups. A1l the subjects will
have the same tests administered before the end of school in June, 1966,

e) Other desvelopments

Observations and interactions during the summer project have resulted
in considerable thinking about service and research possibilities. The
following have left the "idea board" and in some way hiave been pursued.

1) Dr. Charles MoClelland, medical director of the Council of Churches

and Commmity Action for Youth, Headstart Frograus, has indiocated interest
in establishing & joint program of Cleveland Area pediatrioians and psy-

. chologists in the more effective detection and servioing of the deviating

ochild of the immer city. Direot training of perents in reaching the ohild
will be central in such a program. Further, there is interest in comparing

inner city and suburban children, with similar ethnic beokgrounds, on
medical and psyohological factors. '

2) Efforts to implement institutional chinge have been given conside
erable thought. As suggested in another section of this report, parents in
disadvantaged commmnities (as well as other areas) might be trained to work
with teachers in the direot cars of children in the classrooum. Such & pro-
ject would involve the selection, training and supervision of a group of
such parents, Impact on the chiidren within the classroom would be con-
trasted with classrooms in which such parents were not employed, Further,
the impaot of this experience of the parents on their own children would
be measured, A method for defining the task so that the perent oan
successfully discharge it, is being developed.




