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Preface

The present outline of Bielorussian morphology grew out of my

structural formulations for a seminar in Slavic descriptive linguistics

which I directed during the winter term of 1966-67 and in which Miss

Regine Dalchow and Messers Ronald Breininger, John Wagner, and

Larry Weiner, graduate students of Slavic Studies , participated. It

is believed that the present study will constitute a concrete contribu-

tion, in as much as there is presently no grammar of Bielorussian in

English or indeed, to my knowledge, in any western language, other

than the brief sketch in de Bray's Guide to the Slavonic Languages

(London, 1951) which is based on partly obsolete Bielorussian grammars

published 30-40 years ago outside the Soviet Union and is not structur-

ally oriented.

The sources of this outline are primarily published grammars and

handbooks as enumerated below. I am particularly grateful to the Most

Reverend Professor Uladislau Rybiy-Ryski for making available to me

various sources listed below and for other information in connection

with my Bielorussian studies.
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1.1 Phonology.

Vowels:

a

The vowels /u o/ are back rounded, /e i/ are

front (i.e. non-back, non-rounded). lifter non-palatal-

ized consonants the front vowels have central allo-

phones. with regard to the dimension high-low (or

close-open) there is a gradational (ternary in this

case) contrast: high /i u/, mid /e 0/, low /a/. In

the low vowel /a/ the contrast back-front is neutral-

ized; /a/ is phonetically unrounded and central.

All five vowtqs occur under stress. In syllable

immediately preceding -3tress, vvith few exceptions, onlz,

a u/ appear. In unstressed szjJable other than

the immediately pretonic /i e a u/ appear (the phono-

logical statolaeaLs of Lomtev and Hurski seem to indicate

that only /i a u/ occur in all unstressed, not only

pretonic syllables; however the phonetic transcription

in Hurski, p.851 5;.s well as a tape recording I posses

l'Idicate a contrast /e #:a/ in non-pretonic unstressed

positio44

Consonants: post-
labial dental alveolar velar

stops
b a

fricatives

affricates c 6

3
nasals
liquids glide (semivowel)

lateral 1
trill

cr.

x
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Stops, fricatives, and affricates show the contrast

voiceless-voiced; /v/ is a voiced. consonant only be-

fore vowel; before consonant or juncture it has a semi-

vov,e1 allophone [w].

Tn addition to the above non-palatalized oonson-

ants, the following palatalized counterparts exist:

labial /p' b' f' v' m'/

dental Is' z' c' 3' n'/ lateral /1',

velar /k' g' h'/ and possibly /x'/

Non-palatalized /3/ as well as /g gl/ are of rare

occurrence, being limited mostly to loanwords.

1.2 The writing system (the following brief remarks

on Bielorussi4a spelling presuppose knowledge of the

Russian writing system).

Bielorussian is usually written with a Cyrillic

alphabet derived from andlquite similar to, the Russian

alphabet, so that anyone familiar with Russian spelling

will easily read Bielorussian. The orthography of

modern Bielorussian, being more recent than the Russian

orthography, is more consistent than the latter and

shows fewer irregularities. Bielorussian spelling has

like Russian a double series of vowel letters, one

a 3 W 0 Y used initially or if the preceding con-

sonant is not palatalized, and the othergeiam

used to indicate palatalization of preceding con-

sonant or (excepting i) /j/ plus vowel if no consonant

letter precedes. Note that i is used rather than the

Russian letter z. A palatalized consonant not followed

by vowel is indicated, as in Russian, by the "soft sign"
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1:0 The consonant letters are essentially the same as

in the Russian alphabet, except that r represents /h/

in the vast majority of cases, though the letter is also

used to note the few occurrences of /g/ (the phoneme /g/

is rare in Bielorussian, as Common Slavic /g/ became

/h/ rather than remaining ig/ as hi :1-assian). The phon-

eme /v/ has two representations, one B representing

the prevocalic allophone [vj and the other * repres-

enting the allophone NJ occurrent before consonant or

word-bouadary. The phonemes /3 5/ are written with

the digraphs A3 Am.

Bielorussian spelling, like Russian, combines the

phonemic and the morphophonemic-etymological principles,

with the great difference however, that in Bielorussian

writing the phonemic principle is dominant (e.g. auto-

matic vowel changes are indicated), while in Russian the

morphophonemic-etymological principle prevails. Bielo-

russian spelling will however not be used in this out-

line; rather all Bielorussian matter will be given in

transcription, as indicated in the following section.

1.3 Transcriptions used.

All Bielorussian example words are cited in a

quasi-phonemic transcription. Word stress is marked,

but since full utterances are not cited, but only iso-

lated morphological words, suprasegmental phenomena

occurring over longer stretches are not indicated. The

transcription of vocalic and consonantal segments is

phonemic, except that neutralization of voicing is not

indicated at word-boundary, the morphophonemically
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justified consonant being indicated in every case. In

citation of items hierarchically less than a word (i.e.

stems, affixes, endings, morphemes) the transcription

is a morphophonemic one in which automatic morphophonem-

ic changes are not reflected. but each segment is noted

with the phoneme which appears in the position of max-

imum differentiation; it is particularly important to

keep this in mind regarding the vowels, which in Bielo-

russian, as in Russian, are subject to a number of

automatic changes depending upon position of stress and

adjacent consonants (see 2.1 below). Thus the masculine

and neuter genitive adjective ending is noted -2h91 though

in fact it appears, depending on positior of stress

only in these phonemic shapes /6ha, ah61 aha /, which

however, given the morphophonemic rules and knowledge

of the position of stress, are readily derived from the

morphophonemic transcription. So too, I note the verbal

suffix, which appears as /ay/ after /bud/ in budavAc'

'to build', as -ov-, since it appears so under stress,

cf. p'erabud6vvace 'to be rebuilding'.

The symbols used herein are those customary in

linguistic writings: / / indicate:phonemic transcript-

ion, [ ] phonetic transcription; 0 is 'zero', C 'con-

sonant', V 'vowel', V) 'alternates with', and ---*

means 'is replaced by'. Where_necessary, morpheme

boundary may be indicated by a hyphen; stems and:pre-

fixes will be cited terminating with a hyphen, while

final suffixes begin with a hyphen; non-final elements

are cited with a hyphen on each side. The cases are
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abbreviatedNAGLDI, i.e. 'nominative, accilsative,

genitive, locative, dative, instrumental', the three

genders m. f. n. (sometimes masc. and fem. are used),

the two numbers sg. and pl., while the persons are

indicated as 1. 2. 3. Abbreviations of forms , e.g.

pres., inf. etc. are transparent; 1.sg.pres. would be

read 'first person singular, present tenser.

2.0 iihorphophonemic alternations.

2.1 Vowel alternations.

It was noted earlier (1.1) that only in stressed

syllables do all five vowels appear; if stress shifts,

a vowel non-occurrent in unstressed positions (/o e/

in immediately pretonic syllables, /0/ in all unstressed

syllables) must be replaced. In immediately pretonic

syllables and in all unstressed syllables after

"hardened" consonants (see following paragraph) /o e/

are automatically replaced by /a/; in other unstressed

syllables /e/ remains, but /0/ is replaced by /a/ after

"plain" consonant and, after palatalized consonant, by

either /a/ (simple replacement /6>a/ in all positions)

or by /e/ ("basic vowel alternation").

In terms of the morphophonemic alternations which

they condition in neighboring phonemes, it is useful to

divide Bielorussian consonants into three groups: (a)

"plain" consonants, i.e. non-palatalized consonants

which possess a palatalized counterpart (here /c' 3'/

are condidered the morphophonemic palatalized counter-

parts of /t d/, not of /c 3/), (b) "hardened" con-

sonants, i.e. those with no palatalized counterpart,
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namely /6 s C c 3 r/9 (c) palatalized consonants, in-

cluding /j/, which has no plain, counterpart. In the

formulas of the table below, C represents any consonant,

pC "plain" consonant, 6 "hardened" consonant, C' palat-

alized consonant, while comma represents "either...or".

The "basic vowel alternation" displayed in the

table below is partly automatic, partly non-automatic.

The changes in stressed syllables are non-automatic,

since in some morphemes /o e/ do not alternate; re-

placement in immediately pretonic syllable and after

pC, 6 in other unstressed syllables is automatic, but

the replacement after C' is not, since /6/ not particip-

ating in basic vowel alternation undergoes simple re-

placement /O--"a/ in all unstressed positions. An ex-

ample of such simple replacement is given by adjective

endings containing /0/, cf. m.n.G ending -oho in

maladoha 'young', rEsdnalaa 'native', s'in'aha 'blue',

and uslahO 'all'.

The following table illustrates the basic vowel

alternation as conditioned by the environing conson-

ants.
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The alternations between stressed syllables and unstressed

syllables are automatic, i.e. basic /e/ or /o/ in stressed syl-

lable is automatically replaced in unstressed position as indi-

cated in the above table; alternation in stressed syllable is

non-automatic, partly because we have cases of non-alternating

/e/ and /o/ under stress: 114sicti 'to crawl', m. past. 114z.

Further, there are cases where /e/ and /o/ alternate not

in accordance with the above table. Thus the past tense of

verbs like ntgecti 'to carry' have /e/ in the f. and n. forms

before pC (apparently by analogy to the plural with /e/ before

CI): m. ntOs n.f. niesla piJ Likewise, the first

conjugation ending vowel /e/ remains before word boundary in

3.sg.pres. (Wase etc.) due to an older form (retained India-

lects) where /e/ was followed by /c'/ as in the second conju-

gation. Replacement of final palatalized labial by plain la-

bial before word boundary does not condition replacement of /e/

by /o/.

Alternation of vowel and zero. Items ending in consonant

clusters before vowel often show forms with vowel intercalated

between the last two consonants when preceding word-boundary or

consonant. The intercalated vowels are those of the basic vowel

alternation above, i.e. /e/ or /of under stress alternating with

/..14 or /a/ unstressed depending upon adjoining consonants. The

choice of unstressed inserted vowel is completely automatic, that
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of stressed inserted vowel almost so, there being a few excep-

tions such as 114v: 'lion', xriblet : )alatti 'imountain

range'.

vowel zero

stressed

pCoC

plasOk 'sand'

01,&pC

avlos ays,4 'oats'

kruac krukcA 'circle'

C',CeC',C

kaslec kasc.4 'reaper'

salavlej salavlj4 2nightingalel

tvarec tvarcS, 'creator'

hlugec hlugc4 'deaf person'

unstressed

pC, CaC

vOkan aknO 'window'

hOrac h6rca 'mountaineer'

16kac' lOkcla 'elbow'

llistgak l'istgka 'leaflet'

CleC

plislem
p'is'mo 'letter'

In one item, 13,1(i)nm, 'one', there is inserted /i/.
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In certain Nerbs, vowel/zero alternation is between the

two stem variants. Consonant root terbs with stuns in In

have zero in the present stem basic vowel alternation in the

infinitive stem. A few a-dropping verbs of the first conju-

gation have basic vowel in the present stem and zero in the

infinitive stem. Thus

2.sg.pres. inf. m. past.

tres c'ercli c' or 'to wipe'

blare4 bract br4v to take'

za7leg zvicl zvav 'to call'

2.2 Alternation of vowel with consonant.

automatic

/u.v/ Word-initial /u/ preceding consonant is replaced by

/v/ after an item ending in a vowel (and no intervening major

juncture):

u18 'already' a jamt Vie 'and to him already'

Word-initial /u/ preceding consonant is replaced by /v/ if the

following consonant is replaced by a vowel.

uz'Ac': vOZWei 'to take (inf. and 2.sg.pres.)'

ujel vqc4 Ito wind' (2.sg.pres. and inf.)?

Cf. too the alternants of the preposition u 'in, into'

/v/ after item ending in vowel: drama v vlerIax 'drama

In verse'

/va/ before item beginning with /u/ (which /u/ in tUrriAs

replaced by /vb: va vs'fx 'in all'.
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non- automatic

/i/Ln/j/ and /a/1--IN (nasal consonant); for discussion and ex-

amples, see the section on verbs (root verbs) below.

2.3 Consonant changes,

2.3.1 Automatic changes.

'Voiced vs. voiceless. Horphophonemically the consonants are:

voiceless ptkfsgxct

voiced bdg.z1h3
The palatalized counterparts of the above are also respectively

voiced or voiceless. All other consonants are neutral with re.

gard to voicing contrast.

Voicing contrast is neutralized at word- boundary. Before

juncture, only voiceless (and neutral) consonants appear; voiced

consonants are replaced by their voiceless counterparts.

xl'eba : xlttlp 'bread (G and 11.)1

Within consonant clusters, voiced or voiceless consonants are as-

similated with regard to voicing to the last consonant of the

cluster for which voicing is distinctive.

kastic'i kaz'b& 'to reap : the harvest'

m6hla : maxi 'to be able (past f. and inf.)'

Before /g 1 C 5/, /s z/ are replaced by /g/ or /1/.

s zonka 'woman' sapka 'hat'

Eicinkaj 'with a woman' aSpkaj 'with a hit'

Assimilation with regard to palatalization takes place as

follows:



Before all nalatalized labial :416 dental consonants and

/j/, /s z/ are replaced by /s' z'/.

Before platalized /v,/, It d/ -, /c1 3V.

Before all palatalized dental consonants but /1',, /n-11V.

Before palatalized dental consonants, palatalized /c' 3t/ -4

/t d/. 3' 4n' drit6 'day (N and G)'

Morphophonemically, /c' 31/ function as palatalized counter-

parts to /t d/ respectively, while the phonetically closer

/c 3/ may be regarded as lacking morphophonemic palatalized

counterparts. Except for /1 l'/, the palatalization

distinction is neutralized before the dental consonants

/tds7cn1 r/, palatalized consonants being replaced

bv their non-m=3atalized counterparts:

al' in : adn4 'one (m. and f.1\1)!

st,?stc/6r : s';-.strg 'sister (G pl. and N sg.)'

p'gct : ptatngccact 'five; fifteen'

but 1' 6n : illnd 'flax'

Palatalized labials do not appear in word-final position;

they are replaced by their non-palatalized counterparts.

v'erf'i : v,4rf 'shipyard (G and N sg.) '

s'am'i s' 4m 'seven (G and N sg.)'

Non-palatalized velars do not appear before /i/; before

elements beginning with /1/ plain velars are replaced by

their palatalized counterparts.
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strOhaja : strOhli 'strict (N f. and m.)'

vOblaka v6blak'i 'cloud (N sg. and pl.)1

straxa st:dx'i 'roof (N sg. and pl.)'

ixcept in recent borrowings, /e/ does not occur after plain con-

sonants with morphophonemic palatalized counterparts; plain con -

sonants are replaced by their palatalized counterparts before

elements beginning with /e/.

akn6 aknler 'window (N and L sg.)

/airfr /ilC /, '-v/07 /11 ' Cl

llOn 'flax (1.X.sg.)1

16b : ilbA 'forehead (11Gsg.)'

114v : illvl 'lion COGsg.)1

Word-initial /mV/c4/imC/ in one item:

mcloc : imxii 'moss (Nsg. and pl.)'

Word-initial /o/ does not occur in most items; thus when un-

stressed /a/ alternates with stressed /o/ word-initially, a /v/

is preposed to /of (alternation /vw0/ conditioned by alternation

aknO : v6kni 'window (Nsg. and pl.)1

In the sequence C + j, when C is a consonant other than /r/

or labial consonant, C is replaced by its palatalized counterpart

(unless it has none) and doubled, unless C is already preceded by

a consonant, while /j/ is deleted. Thus, with the ending -ju of

the instrumental sg. of kdslci type nouns we have:
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Nsg. Isg.

vlerf vlerfju 'shipyard'

kOs'cl kcfs'c'u 'bone'

i
no^

v nAXX II 'right'

1140 'gander'

In the formation of the verbal noun by addition of /j/ plus

aknd endings to the past passive participle formant: Inf.

aptisAel describe. participle It22Pan, verbal noun aplisdnInts

(n + j-on'n').

2.3.2 Non-automatic changes.

J-change (substitutive softening)

labial C-labial + /1'/

C, tkA

ci.t1

V
)c, stn..)

h, Z.°

This alternation is very widespread; it occurs in noun and verb

derivation, in verb morphology (before 1. sg.pres. ending, II.

conj., between present and infinitive stun of I.conj. aiadropping

verbs, etc.) and elsewhere.

kuplIcl kup114 ktfpl'eni 'to buy (inf. 1.sg.pres., past

pass.part.)1

plag41 : plaS1 'to bake (1.2.sg.pres., 2.sg.imper.)'

.54zact rem/vu 'to cut (inf., 1.sg.pres.)

Lchange (occurs in noun morphology)
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k-->c ruksi : ruce 'hand (N and Usg.)1

h-3.z1 nah4 : nazle 'leg (N and DLsg.)'

x s" straxA : straste 'roof (N and Usg.) t

t2 before /0/ in verb morphology

pliattl 'to plait (1.sg.pres. and inf.)t

jaduct : jes10: jas'cle 'to eat (3.pl., 3.sg., 2.pl.)'

t2 d-44, before /1 v m 0/ in verb morphology

pltatu : pl'Ov : 'to plait (1.sg.pres.,

past f. and m.r past act. part.)1

jadlioa: jt(ol : jas'I 'to eat (1.2.sg.pres)1

k-i 0 before inf. formant

plaCf 'to bake (1.sg.pres., inf.)s

lwv /1/ before vowel alternates with /v/ before consonant or

word boundary. There are few examples; the principal one is

the formant .1. of the past which alternates with /v/ before

zero ending in the past masculine and before the .g. formant

of the past active participle. Cf. too pal, ELagy:li. 'half'.
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3.0 The Noun.

sg.

st6l akn

N -95 ( -o) up

A

D -u

L -e/ty%-u

I -om%ft-em

pl.

N

A 4'1

G -ov, -0, -ej

D -am

-a

-u

u
cm vs em

zonka

u

e/i

kOsIct

-oj (u) -ju

L -ax

I -am'i (-mli) (-ima)

Distribution of genders: st61-nouns are solely masculine, akno

nouns neuter, and kcistcl-nouns feminine; ISnka-nouns are all

feminine except for personal names with Nsg. in stressed .a

(kuzult 'Oosmasi), which are masculine and sliratst 'orphan',

which is masculine or feminine depending on the sex of the per-

son denoted.

3.1 Remarks on the endings.

(1) In Nsg. some personal names of the stOl-type have the end-
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ing -o.

(2) In akn6 nouns with stems ending in palatalized consonant

and /j/, when the ending is unstressed, the hsg. and Isg. end-

ings -o and -om are replaced by -e and -ern (in accord with bas-

ic vowel alternation, see 2.1).

(3) In the Asg. st61-nollas and in Apl. all nounsare in a form

identical with the genitive, if they designate animate beings;

or with the naainative, if they designate inanimate objects.

(4) In Gsg. of stOl-nouns designating inanimates the ending

-u frequently occurs, either in free variation with -a or more

usually as the sole ending;-u tends to occur in nouns designa-

ting abstractions, processes, or non-individuated masses and

substances.

(5) In DLsg. idnka-noun stems ending in non-palatalized con-

sonants with palatalized counterparts ("plain" consonants) take

the ending -e (which catsos I- change of a preceding velar and

palatalization of remaining consonants); if endings are unstressed

the ending -e is replaced by -i after /c/ resulting from /k/ by

1-change. Stems ending in plain consonants without palatalized

counterparts ("hardened" consonants), palatalized consonants and

/j/ take the ending -i.

(6) In Isg. st61 and akn6 nouns show the endings (eTi)Pbu.

-e and -i: -e/i vary according to the same conditions outlined
.111.111.1110

for DLsg. of Unka-nouns, while occurs in place of .21.1 part-

ly in free variation and partly as the sole ending for many items.
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After stems in /k/ only -u occurs and there is a strong tenden-

cy for it to occur after other velars; only occurs in items

designating persons.

/r/N T- T -r 1/-1- - 1
4.11. hilt ..Log,. VI CSMAJ.118 1144 a.J.L.0.1.-1144.1..=o w1 till

the longer and less frequent tall. In the Isg. of k6sIcl-nouns,

the ending occasions the usual morphophonemic change (see

2.3.1 C4J).

(8) In Gpl. the distribution of endings is:

-ov in the overwhelming majority of stOl-nouns, in free varia-

tion with zero in most aknO-nouns (as the sole ending in non -

syllabic stems and after certain clusters)lin )c4sIct-nouns with

unstressed ending and stem in "hardened" consonant and in free

variation with 721 in other kOsict-nouns with unstressed ending,

in /Onka-nouns with stems ending in clusters and optionally

(Sometimes in ii-oa variation with zero) in same other lOnka-

ms.

s in the majority of Unka-nouns (though in vathtion with ...ov

in many items, with -ov tending to prevail after stems ending in

consonant clusters); in aknO nouns, usually in free variation

with -ov, which tends to prevail after stems in palatalized or

"hardened" consonant; in a very few st61 nouns, but including

all stk-nouns which drop the suffix -' in- in the

otil is the prevailing ending in kosIcl-nouns, except after

stems in "hardened" consonant, where -ov, occurs if the ending is

unstressed; -ej occurs in a few items each in st61, akn6 and
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M./AP nourc-; uneztresse6 after "hPrdened" consonant, it

is ren1Pced by -ate.

(9) In Ipl. a few items in each of the noun classes show

the alternate enaing -mti, while a few items ae-..ignating

objects occurring pair-'rvise have the alternate enaing -ima.

Both alternate enaings usually occur in free variation

,pith -am'i anu sometimes with each other.

(10) In archaic langucLe a no-longer stancara vocative occurs

with.; stOl-nouns. The enaing is -u. -e tends to

occur after plain consonant, excerpt /k/; it causes J-

change of velars and /c/, -u tends to occur after palatalized

consonants, /j/, and "haraened" consonants, and always

after /k/.

(11) In 111411. st61-nouns have the archaic variants

D -om, I.

(12) Pluralia tantum (nouns occurring- in plural)

have the endings characteristic of the rlural; all three

Gpl. encinfrs are renresentea in the various pluralia tantum.

3.2 Stem changes.

(1) The insertea vowels /0 e/ occur before zero ending.

(2) The nouns sus' d 'neighbor', 66rtidevil', and kal'ena

'knee' palatalize their stem-final consonants in the plural

(Npl. suste-'i, kal'6n'i).

(3) qn"day' aepalatalizes its stem-final consonant in

the Gpl. Before 0-endings, this noun has inserted /e/ in

Nsg. and /o/ in Npl. (following the basic vowel alternation

2.1).
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(4) The aknO-nouns vilxa 'ear' and "vOka 'eye' show J-change

of stem-final consonant in pluralsGpl. ending is -21, and Ipl.

-am' i.

(5) The aknO-noun nt4ba 'sky; heaven', extends its stem in

the plural by -'os- (Npl. ntibtOsi)

(6) A fair number of st61-nouns have the suffix -'in- in the

singular, which suffix is dropped in the plural. Such nouns

have Gpl. ending -0 and, if -tin- is preceded by -an-, the Npl.

has the irregular ending -e:

v
Nsg. balhrin tBulgart hara3a. ntin 'townsman'

Npl. balht:ri hara54nte

Gpl. balar hara5An

n.b. -an- /anti before -tin- and -e.

nou., types.

(1) The feminine noun mtfcti "mother' has the stem-extension -i-

in Nsg. and -er- in the remaining forms (Asg. m4cteru). After

the ending is -4; in all other forms (after -er-) the end-

ings are those of lonka nouns (-1,1in GA pl.) . Alternately, this

noun has the form micti in all cases of the singular.

(2) Masculine nouns with the ending -a in Nsg. (denoting male

persons) have Ionka-endings in NAGsg. and st61-endings in Msg.;

in the Gpl. they have either -0 or -ov with a tendency for -ov to

occur after consonants clusters and with free variation in some

items. Alternatitely, these nouns may have Eonka-endings in flog.

and, for those with stem-final palatalized consonant, in Isg.
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3030 (3) to P. 21.

(3) Stem extending mixed neuter nouns

Certaia aouns (mostly denoting the youn of

various species) extend their step by at in pl. and

bT -act- in GULsg. In NAGDLsga these have Mika-endiass,

In and alternately in Nsgo, they have taient5-eadinGs.

In pl, A is like G and both have -O. One noun, au al

=child% f03.3.0 114s this pattern in sg., but in pl. Las no

extension, changes the stem to 3'ec8- and has -21 in Gpl.

p716: Please _Ioe that the plural eadinEs given apply

to all classes of nouns
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Nouns denoting persons of either sex with -a in Neg. have this

mixed declension when they denote a male person and VInka de-

clension when they denote a female person. Masculine names

with stressed -.a in Nsg. and slirati lorphani,which is mascu-

line or feminine depending on the sex of the person denoted,do

not belong to this mixed declension, but are declined as &Inks-

nouns.

3.4 The stress patterns of the nouns.

Fixed stress (on stem or ending).

(a) fixed stress on stem: perhaps the majority of nouns of all

classes, particularly those with polysyllabic stems.

(b) fixed stress on endings: confined to sal.mouns and to a

mall number of aka-nouns.

Shifting stress (from stem to ending or vice-versa).

SE - stress on stem in singular, or ending in plural; a fair

number of stOl-nouns plus a snaler number of akn&-nouns, and

at least one mixed masc. a-noun (31S3ska).

sin, sins, sinli 'son'

pl6t, plOta, platf 'fence'

v66ar, v4Cara, vecari 'evening'

pallf 'field'

3113'Ica, 31a3"k'f 'uncle'

SE (loc) - stress on stem in sg., except for Ian., on ending in

Lsg. and plural; confined toa number of inanimate stOl-nouns.
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bck, na bald, bak'I 'side'

bOj, u baju, baji 'combat'

r4j, ab rajf, raj 'swarm'

SM - stem-stress in all sg. and in NA pl., ending stress in the

remaining plural forms; a fair number of IA:Oct-nouns, a few

st61-nouns, and two aka-nouns (vOlca, v1xa), and the mixed noun

miCti.

AY iv
noc, noci, naceg 'night'

zdbi, zubcfor 'tooth'

vbca, v6Ci, va816 teyet

micti,mieteri,maclanfj 'mother'

ES - ending-stress in singular, stem- stress in plural; a fair

number of aknO and Adnka nouns, plus at least one st61-noun

(kont).

aknS, v6kni 'window' du &, dusi 'soul'

ass, vOsi 'wasp' kantit, kOnti 'horse'

vadl, vodi 'water' hlibtini, hltibtini 'depth'

However, Unka nouns with ES stress retain stress on the Npl.

ending when used in conjunction with the numerals 2-3.4.

ENV - The noun pltacd 'shoulder' shows .he apparently isolated

stress pattern: stem-stress in NA p1., ending stress in sg. and

all remaining plural forms: pltiCS, pl'eci,

Special patterns:

(a) The mixed neuter nouns with stem-extension.actvlat-

have stress on that extension in all forms in which it appears,



and on the ending elsewhere: jahn14, jahnitm, ;Jahns/1'0i,

jahnlifti 'lamb'.

(h) The mixed neuter nouns with stem-extension -en110%on-

stress the syllable preceding the extension in the singular

and the extension in the plural, as does the isolated noun

n14ba 'sky, heaven' which has a stressed extension -'os- in

the plural only: nleba, niabqsi,

(c) vstizlera 'lake' shifts its stress within the stem in the

plural: aztdri.

General remarks:

(1) Fixed ending stress is automatically carried to the last

syllable of the stern, when zero onding occurs.

(2) Pluralia tantum have either fixed stress (S or E) or stem

stress in N(A) and ending stress in the remaining forms, as in
1SM above. The noun fi'v'er 'door' has the apparently isolated

pattern: ending stress in G, stem stress in remaining forms.

4.0 The Adjective.

masc. neuter fem. pa.

N -i -oje -raja N -ija

A LIA -uju A v")
...4,.............0

G -oho -oj,-oje G -ix

D -emu -oj L

L

I

D

-cou I ..irati

23

Morphophonemic o is always replaced by /a/ when unstressed(see 2.1).
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(1) Masc. and pl. have endings identical with genitive if ani-

mates with nominative if inanimate, in the accusative.

(2) A certain namber of adjectives have short noun-like end-

ings (masc. = stft.decl., neuter =akn6-decl., fern. loAdnka-decl.),

in the noainative, which are used predicatively. In poetic lanai

guage.the short forms may be used Attributively, and occur also

in accusative and masc /neuter genitive and dative. The short

endings are:

masc. neuter fem. pl.

G -a

-u

Before zero-ending, stems ending in consonant clusters may show

an inserted vowel (as in the noun).

(3) Possessive adjectives with the suffixes -ov-, .fin- have

regular adj. endings, but in the NA they have short endings; la.

an older variant of the standard language mase/neuter GD also

have the short endings.

t1) Adjectives are stressed either on the stem or on the end-

ing. Under ending stress disyllabic endings are stressed on

their first syllable. Sane pronominal adjectives are designa-

ted as having "special ending stress"; this means the masc/

neuter GD and the alternate fain. G -21a are stressed on their

second syllable.
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(5) While the long forms of regular adjectives have fixed

stress in all forms, the position of stress in the short forms,

though in most items corresponding to that of the long forms,

in some adjectives shows a shift of position.

(6) a31(i)n. 'one' (Nsg.m. /a315.'n/ with inserted /i/, re.

maining forms,Nsg.n. etc. /adnd /) have short endings in NA,

long endings in remaining forms, and Special ending stress.

(7) nag. 'our' and vag. 'your' have short endings in NA

(with alternate forms with long endings in KAfem., neuter, and

pl.), have long endings in the remaining forms. Stress is on

the stem.

(8) uvles". (form with inserted /e/ occurring before zero end.

ing)%"tisl. 'all' has short endings in NAm.n.f., special shoat

ending ,e in Npl. (and alternating with G ending in 101.), and

long endings in remaining fonns. Special ending stress.

(9) m2d. tvol7 'thy', Roil:. 'one's own', Cyj. 'whose'

have short endings in NA, long endings in the remaining cases;

in the GDm.n. the initial vowel of the ending is truncated,

leaving /.ho .muf; in Npl. (and alternating with G ending in

Apl.) we have the special short ending .e. Special ending

stress.

(10) t. 'that' has the specie). ending 721 in the Nm. and

long endings elsewhere. Special ending stress.

(11) let. 'this' has short endings in NA neuter and fen. (al-

ternately long endings occur in these forms) and long endings
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elsewhere. Stem stress.

(12) The adjective sem. 'self' has short, endings in the N masc.

and pl. (A is like G) and in the NA fem. and neuter, elsewhere

long endings. Alternately, Al. has the long ending. The stem

changes to east. in the LIsg. masculine/neuter and in the plu-

ral. Ending stress except in Npl., which has stem stress. Not

to be confused wtth the adjective pimi 'same, the very' which

has long endings throughout and stem stress.

5.1 Pronouns (personal).

sg. 1. 2. reflex.

N iS 4
AG m'an'e c'ab'e stable

DL palls table sable

I J. mncfj(u) tabk(u) sabh(u)

Note that in DLI the endings are those ox the iinka.noun.

pl. 1. 2.

N mi of Note that in NDI

AGL nAs vis the endings are those

D ram vim of the plural noun.

I ngmli vdm'i

third personal pronoun

sg. m. n. f. p1.

N Jo''n
,

jano ian4 N jam{
L--------r-----------1

AG jalst4 Jail) AGL jfx

D jamA D gm
L mi icfi I jimli
I 1 An (usjogu)
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Note that the stem is N 14)277. alternating with J.. in the re..

maining cases. A of all pronouns is identical with G. &Id-

ings are short adjective endings in N; long adjective endings

in the remaining cases (disyalablic variant of G fem.). spe.

cial ending stress.

5.2 Pronouns (interrogative).

!who' 1what1

11 xtS gt6

A

G Sah6

D kamil Ca=

LI kIlm cm

Note that xt6 except in N and gt6 except in NA have respec-

tively the stems k. and S. and long adjective endings with

special ending stress.

6.0 Numerals

) 121(f.) ; 3t 141

N dvA 31v14 trf. CatIri

A (like N if inanim., like G if anim.)

V 1
GL dvux 31v1tix trgx catirox

P dvlfm 31v14m tram htircim

I dVU111.
1

trima 6atirni

f.

'both' abSivall.a., ab161v1e has the declension of dva

'two' with abo- prefixed to the masculine forms, able to
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the feminine forms.

5 p"Ac'

0 g6slcl

c A ,-7 o
I a-) V111

8 v6s'em

9 3'6vtac?

10 3'6s'ac'

11 aPintacac''

-Inlg. ..2,,----.uvcludecae.

13 tringccac'

14 6atirngccacl

15 p'atngccac'

16 nsnAccac'

17 slemngccact

18 vas'emnAccac'

19 3'evlatngccac'

20 dvgcca0 30 triccacl

replacement of /0/ by /t/ in the first element of '15' anu '19'

is due to automatic replacement of palatalized by non-palata-

lized consonant before dental.

The simple numerals 5-30 are declined as singular Ic6s'c'-

nouns: NA p'gc' GDLplacli I ptac'cldl ii66tem has inserted

vowel /e/. The two stems in /m'/ (s'610-; iily(elat-) have the

I ending -'u (s'am'll, vasW11). Monosyllabic stems (5-8) have

ending stress (with automatic change of pretonic /e/ to /a/)

in oblioue forms, the remaining fonts fixed stem stress.

50 pla3t2les'At 70 slem3'es'at

60 56z'3'3'es'at 80 vbstemyestat

The numerals 50-60-70-80 are declined in both parts as singular

kostc'-nouns; the second element -pestat has stem-final /t/ in

NA, /c'/ in the remaining cases: NA paltleALL, GDL p'ac'f3'es"acTi

1 fac'c'113'es'ac'c'u. Except in the NA of '50', the first ele-

ment is stressed. The first element is declined as when indepen-
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dent.

'40' and '100' have NA sorak, std, GDTI sarikA, sta. '90'

has the unchanging form alarLarr.S6ta.

The numerals '200' to '900' are bipartite; the first part

is in all cases the appropriate case form of the numerals from

'2' to 191, while the second part is -stole in -IvIersIcle '200'

NA, -sta (G of stO) in trlsta '300' EA, CatIrista '400' and

-sot (Gpl. of sto, with inserted /o/) in the LA of 500 through

900. The second part of the remaining case forms are the appro-

priate plural forms of the base st- '100'. Thus:

NA 31v1slele trista pl act sot

G dvillcsOt troxsot plactis6t

L dvl'axstlx traastAx p lac Ilstafx

avunstam transtAm placlham

I dvumitstIM11 trivastAmli placlAstMli

The items tis'aZa '1000', m'illOn

'milliard (= American billion)' are declined as nouns; the lat-

ter two are sta.-nouns, the first is a E6nka noun, but has the

alternate Isg. kcSsIcl-form tista6h.

Collective numerals:

abOje 7. slamlOra

2. dvOje Cactv'Ora 8. vassm'Ora

3. trdje 5. plactOra 9. 3levt4clera

6. gasiclOra 10. 3lesqclera
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The collectives have the aknO-ending

adjective endings in the remaining cases.

stem in N, on ending in the remaining cas

etc.; placiOra, placlarlx etc.

7.0 The Verb,

7.1 Verb stem classes.

In the following outline stems are classified according

to their structure. In terms of their structure verb stems

may be divided into two broad groups; those that maintain a

fairly stable stem -shape throughout their paradigm (not taking

into account morphophonemic changes conditioned by individual

fonnants or endings) and those that differentiate two basic

stem shapes, present stem (the stem for the present tense,

present participles and gerunds, and imperative) and infini-

tive stem (the stem for the infinitive, past, past participles

and gerunds); the two basic shapes differing in that the stem

vowel which terminates the infinitive stem is dropped in the

present stem.

In terms of their selection of endings and formant in

present stun forms (except the imperative) verb stems are di-

vided into two conjugations. The two dichotomies (of stem

structure and of conjugational type) do not coincide. Al]. sec-

ond conjugation verbs are vowel dropping verbs, while first

conjugation verbs ccmprise both stable stem and vowel dropping

verbs.

ta in N and plural

Stress is on the

es: dvgie, LAIL
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Stable stem verbs can be further subdivided into root verbs,

and verbs with stable stem vowels.

The following morphophonemic rule has general application

in verb inflection: stems ending in a vowel, whether a root-final

vowel, a stable stem-vowel, or vowel resulting from alternation

of suffix, automatically add a /j/ in present stem forms. Thus:

hulq-cl 'to walk' 1. sg. pres. hultL.j.0

ma -c' 'to wash' 1. sg. pres.
/ .

-u

tadavl-c' 'to build' 1 sg. pres. budif.j..0

herbs riven as exanples accompanying the classification below

will be generally given in the infinitive and in the 3.11..pres.

LAiere necessary for illustration the morphophonemic stem is also

7.1.1 Conjugation 1.

(1) Consonant root verbs. Stems consist of a root of this

shape (C)&10. Stems exist ending in / p b v s z t d k h r/.

sop. sapcli 'to puff'

hrob- hr4pcli 'to row'

rav- ravc11 'to roar'

ntos. n14sIcli 'to carry'

ltez. llesicti 'to creep'

pilot. pllesicli 'to plait'

klad.
'to put'

p'ok- plaa 'to bake'

strih.. strix6i 'to shear'



In many verbs morphophonemic .o. of the root is replaced

by morphophonemic .e. in the infinitive, past forms other than

masculine, and before the past passive participle formant Jon-.

Thus, nqalcli, past rit6s n'4sla
9
n148:111, past passive par.

ticiple (2rOnlesteni. When stress shifts, of course, immedi-

ately pretonic .0. and .e. are both replaced by /a/: present

n'aslei etc., but maxCI (moll.), past mcch, moShla etc.

C-root verbs in In have present stems of the shape (C)Cr

in the present sten alternating with (C)C'or- in the infinitive

stem (morphophonemic .o. alternates as stated above): Thus

clerei 'to rub' present tru, tres etc., past clor, c'erla,

past passive participle (12212211t1.

In one verb 114x6i 'to lie down', morphophonemic .o. in

the infinitive stein l'oh. alternates with -a- in the present

stem l'ah.: present tense l'Ahu, l'aaN, etc.

Three roots ending in /iv/ (and their prefixed derivatives)

lose /v/ in the infinitive stem. These are iiv. 'to live',

Ellzr to swim*, sliv 'to be reputed':

Zlvfet: Itinlet 'to live'

The root rost. 'to grow' loses /t/ in the infinitive stem:

rast4c1: ras101: past m. rcls 'to grow'

(2) Vowel root verbs. Stem consists of a root of the shape

(c)cv.
mi. mfjucl

hn' {c': hntijUcz

Cu. get: gjuct

'to wash'

'to rot'

'to hear'
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In the verb mlect 'to have', the infinitive stem fee. alter.

nates with present stem ma7:

m140: msijucl 'to have'

Root verbs showing alternation, infinitive stem Cli.topresent

stem Clj.:

bile': bljtic' 'to beat'

(3) Root verbs showing alternation, infinitive stem (C) C + °a- e-4

present stem (C)CN. (F standing for nasal consonant; C standing

for any C; if susceptible of palatalization, it is replaced by

its palatalized counterpart before /a/.

Utcl: Imicl 'to press'

m'Ac': mnlicl 'to crumple'

uz1.4.0: vOzImucl 'to take'. In this verb, the root has

inserted /0/ with concomitant alternation /u _,Y/ (before V) in

the present.

Verbs with the infinitive stem -nia. have present stem

(/a/ is replaced by /m/, inserted vowel /i/ occurs between the

two consonants, /n1/ remains palatalized before /1/) or alter-

natively -dim., after prefixes ending in consonant, but after

prefixes ending in vowel verbs with the infinitive stem .nla.

have present stem .111r (/a/ replaced by mml, /n'/ replaced by

hii).

padn'1141: padn'imuc' or padimu 'to raise'

nantct: najmtici 'to rent'
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(4) Stable stem-vowel verbs

(Stem consists of root, or root plus suffixes, plus stem vowel

-a- or -e.)

hull4c1: hul'hucl 'to stroll'

zIellanI4cI: zIelIanlejuct 'to be green'

(5) Vowel dropping verbs

(Stem consists of a root plus stain vowel or a root plus suffixes

plus stun vowed ; stem vowel is dropped in present stem)

a-dropping verbs. In a number of these, the consonant before

dropped -a- undergoes J-change in the present stem. A smaller

number, with monosyllablic stems, inserts a vowel in the present

stem (when -a- is dropped).

brACI: blarlicl 'to take'

vIejacI: v'ejuc' 'to wave'

zvcl: zavt(c1 'to call'

.v
rezac': rezuc' 'to cut'

-v-a- dropping verbs. These drop both the vowel -a- and the

preceding suffix -v-. There are few of these; only the fol-

lowing verbs and their prefixed derivatives: daysfel 'to give',

-znavacI 'to know', stav4C"to place', 'to put one,

- tavac' 'to thaws

davde: dajlIcI 'to give'

- ova -vi -u- verbs. In these verbs, the suffix -ov- (usually

appearing as unstressed /av/; it appears stressed as /old in

secondary imperfective derivatives such as pterabudOvvact 'to
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in the present stem.

budavdcl: budIljuct 'to build'

-o. dropping verbs. In this small group of verbs pre,

ceded by morphophonemic o plus In or /1/. One verb (malOcl 'to

grind') replaces o by morphophonemic e in the present stem. /1/

is palatalized in the present stem.

barOcl: b6ruct 'to figh'.'

malOct: m'el'uc' 'to grind'

kalucl 'to stab, prick'

.e. dropping verb. This class consists only of one verb (and its

prefixed derivatives). /c'/ undergoes J- change (to /6/) in the

present stem.

xactect: xclgucl Ito wish, want'

(6) Verbs with the suffix -nu -, which loses .u. in the present

stem.

vtarnlIcl: vlarnlIc"to return'

Some verbs of this type lose the suffix -nu- in some or all of

the infinitive stem forms other than the infinitive itself.

sOxnuct: soxnuc' 'to dry', past scix, sclxla etc.

The following verbs have the nasal suffix (in its form -n -) in

the present stem only and lose it in all infinitive stem forms.

stac': stnucl to stand, became'

3lecl: 3Ienucl Ito put'

str40:stAnmc"to meet*
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kllas101: kllantfc' 'to curse' (This verb adds /s/ in

the infinitive, which is lost in the remaining infinitive stem

forms, e.g. past klIkv, klIalft)

7.1.2 Conjugation II (all are vowel dropping verbs).

1...dropping: baranlicl: barAlact 'to defend'

Preceding dropped -i- there is always a palatalized or

"hardened" consonant, or /j/.

es4imppimg: Oarclecl. 04rclact 'to turn'

Preceding dropped -e- there is always a palatalized con-

sonant.

a- dropping: mav5g0: matr6lct 'to be silent'

Preceding dropped -a- there is always a "hardened" con-

sonant or /j/. There are two exceptions pact 'to sleep'

and hnAcl Ito drive'. Both palatalize the consonant preced-

ing dropped -a- in the present stem and hacl(3.pl. pres. hentac9

has inserted /o/ in the present stem.

Productivity. Stable stem-vowel verbs are productive, stable a-

verbs more so than stable e- verbs; a- dropping -ay.a- verbs are

a highly productive class; nu- suffix verbs are likewise pro-

ductive. Of the second conjugation verbs, only 1-dropping verbs

are productive.

7.13 Irregular stem alternation (all are conjugation I).
The a-dropping verb J4Xaci 'to ride' has the infinitive

stem jex-a-, present stem -

The root verb bfol 'to be' has the infinitive stem bi-
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and present sten bud- plus an anomalous preseat tense form icIsici

'there ist.

The root verb isicil 'to go' has the stem id- in the pres-

ent stem and in the infinitive, igo- in the masculine past and in

the past active participle and gerund, and in the remaining

infinitive stem forms. Its prefixed derivatives replace /j/after prefix-final
7.2 The verb forms.

7.2.1 Present tense,

The present-tense endings consist (except for the first per-

son sg. where the ending is -21 of an ending vowel plus a final

element. The ending vowel is /e/ (which becomes /o/ before

"plain" consonant, if stressed) in 2.3.sg., 1.2.pl. and /u/ in

3.pl. of the first conjugation, and /i/ in 2.3.sg., 1.2.pl. and

/a/ in 3.pl. of the second conjugation. The final elements are:

1.pl.

2.sg. -g 2.pl. -cle

3.sg. and pl. -0

In the first conjugation the third person final element -cl is

replaced by zero, except before the reflexive particle sta. The

final element /c'/ combined with the particle results in -cca,

The endings are accordingly:

I. II.
sg -1. -u

2. ...eg

3. -e

p1.1. -emtA-lom

2. 4.eelle

3. .uel

V-is
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When endings are stressed, the second vowel of the bisyl-

labic 2.pl. ending is stressed, and the ending vowel /e/ of the

first syllable is automatically replaced by /a/. Likewise, when

endings are unstressed, ending vowel /e/ is replaced by /a/ aft-

er "hardened" consonants (cf. basic vowel alternation, 21).

Stem changes before the endings: Stem final consonant under-

goes J-change before 1.sg. -u in second conjugation. Velars un-

dergo J- change before ',ding vowel /e/ (and its replacement /4);

remaining "plain" consonants are replaced by their palatalized

counterparts before this vowel.

7.2.2. Present active participle and gerund.

The formation of the present active participle parallels

the formation of the present tense forms, particularly the 3.pl.

Thus, there is a formative vowel (/u/ in conjugation I, /a/ in

conjugation II, just as in the 3,p1. pres.) followed by the

formative consonant /a/ (itself the J-change replacive for the

3.pl.pres. ending consonant /c' /); taken togethere these consti-

tute the formant -12.6. (conjugation th4.426.. (conjugation II).

The participle consists of the present stem plus the formant

plus the regular adjective endings:

3.sg.pres. ptes.active part. (m.nom.)

pligue" p'3suci 'writing'

pant/duct panliju6i 'ruling'

hal/Ca-act havOraCi 'speaking'

The present gerund has the same formant (-116-4"..a6-) as
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the present active participle, plus the adverb- forming suffix

-i. It has thus the sane phonemic shape as the masculine

nominative of the present active participle.

These forms are made primarily or exclusively on the stems

of imperfective verbs.

7.2.3 Present passive participle.

This form is little used and is formed on the stems of cer-

tain imperfective verbs only. The formant is -om-(autamatically

replaced by -ems. when unstressed following palatalized con-

sonant or /j/) in conjugation I and -ice- in conjugation IX.

This participle is formed on the present stem by addition of

the formant plus regular adjective endings:

infinitive pres.pass.part. (N.sg.m)

budave budtijemi

Ut4C1 Citjemi 'read'

vlademi 'led'

llublfcl llublfmi 'loved'

Verbs which drop -v-a- in the present tense, retain these ele.

ments in the present passive par'4,10.ple: vidavitcl, yAtzLiaroi

'issued'.

7.2.4 Imperative (second person forms).

formant: (Were this formant, velars undergo J-

change and other consonants susceptible of palatalization un-

dergo palatalization). The formant is -1i- if (a) the formant

is stressed, or the verb has the stressed prefix vi-, but is
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derived by prefixation from a simple verb with stressed torment,

or (b) the stem ends in a consonant cluster.

Endings: 2.sg. .0 2.pl. -cc'' e_

Stress falls either upon the stem oi' the torment; the tor-

ment is stressed, if the 1.sg. present ending is stressed.

The imperative is formed fran the present stem, except for

root verbs with a sten ending in /Cli/ which form it from the

infinitive stem. Thus: Elge 'to drink', p'1.0.0,

The athematic verb A4610 'to eat' (stem aar) subjects the

stem-final consonant to the change /d-4/ in the imperative:

SitAcI Cit4ju git4-95.0 'read'

plaCi 1318111 p'a6. f.0 'bake'

brAcl bier. f.0 'take'

nleslcii &esti n'asl-f.0 'carry'

klinuc' klinu k'in'.0.0 'throw!

There is also a ],p1. imperative form, but statanents in

the sources concerning its formation are confused are contradic-

tory. The clearest, in Hurski, implies that, if the formant is

4- the ending is .moo; if the formant is in the other topers

ative forms, it charges to -e- in the 1.pl. and adds the ending

.R. Thus, Anima; btar4n, cral

7.2.5 The infini.v.ve.

The infinitive is formed from the infinitive stem

by addition of the infinitive foment. The formant is

-ce (after vowels)1A-cli (after consonants except /h k/)

vl-s& (after /h k/). Before it d,v/->/s/ and /k/-* O.
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p'isAct 'to write'

xa-j'ict 'to got

k14.001 (stem: klad-) 'to put/

n'es/c'i 'to carry'

plabi (stem cook-) 'to bake'

strixti (stem strih-) 'to shear'

7.2.61, The past tense.

The past tense consists of a stem plus formant plus

endings. The endings are the short adjective nominative

endings: m. -0, n. -0, f. -a, pl. -i. The formant

is -0---v-.-1---1'.. /1/ occurs before n, -o and f. -a,

/1,/ occurs before plural -i and /v/ occurs before m.

-0, except when preceded by a consonant, in which case

it is replaced by -0-. Examples:

6itact Waal p116stcti
'to read' 'to bake' 'to plait'

m. pl 6k-0.0

n. Wak-1-661t4-1-a p1ia-1-6

f. tit4-1-a ptak-1-6. pl' a -1 -6

pl. 6it4-1'-i ptak-lq

Before the past foment (1-formant) stem final /t d/ are

lost; this rule takes effect before the masculine formant-

variants -v--0 are selected.

7.2.7 Past active partictiple and gerund.

The formant for these two forms is -.75- (after

vowel) -0.5- (after consonant). The formant is attached

to the infinitve stem.
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which loses stem-final /t d/ before this formant, as in the

past tense. The participle is made by attaching the regular

adjective endings after the formant; the gerund by attaching

the adverbial element -i. Accordingly, the gerund has the

same form as the masculine nominative of the participle:

inf. part.

viesicli v'ovsi 'having lead'

splaCI spl6kgi 'having baked'

v.
pracitaci pra6itAvk 'having read'

7.2.8 The past passive participle.

This participle is formed from the infinitive, except in

the case of second conjugation verbs with stem-vowel -i-, which

form it from the present stem (I.e. dropping -i-). The parti-

ciple consists of stem plus formant plus regular adjective end-

ings. The formant is -ton-%A-n-Ln-t-. -ton- is attached to

stems ending in consonants except /r/. Before it, stem-final

velar andergo J- change, as do also all stem-final consonants

in second conjugation J.-dropping verbs, while the remaining

stem-final consonants are palatalized. The vowel ofJon- is

then automatically replaced if unstressed by /e/ after palatal-

ized consonant (and /j/) and by /a/ after "hardened" consonants.

-n- is attached to stems ending in /a/ and /e/ (excepting root

verbs where /a/ alternates with nasal consonant and root verbs

with /e/). -t- is attached to stems consisting of a root end-

ing in vowel, to stems with the suffix -nu-,and to those ending

in /0/.
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zb'eraxal zbloraidL 'protected'

razhraftici razhrePqni 'lined'

kup'icl k4pl'eni 'bought'

pasallicl pas011eni 'salted'

pasa3110 pasi5ani 'seated'

raskazz61 raskimani 'told'

padn'sfel padn'Ai 'raised'

razmic' razmIti 'washed'

sahnticl sahmiti 'bent'

viclereli vic'erti 'rubbed out'

7.3 Irregularities.

7.3.1 The root verb blexa 'to run' (stem: b) is irregular

in that it has second conjugatior endings with J-change of stem-

final /h-4/ in all present tense forms except losg. and 3.pl.

7.3.2 The athematic verbs 'to eat', d4c1 'to give'.

present

sg.1 jafm d4fm

2 jas -a dasli -sti

3 jes'cl d4s101 -cl

p1.1 ja3'im (jamO) da3 (dad)) -i+mo ono

2 jasicle (jasIcl(c) dasIcle (las106)

3 jadlle"

The stems are dad-; fii.al /d/-4/0/ before elements

beginning with /el/ rind falls before elements beginning with any

other consonant; /di is palatalized to /31/ before ending vowel
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/1/0 Ending stress where possible.

In remaining forms, jAsicsi has the stem j21.. (past jez,

jela, past active participle i13/ZsI), except in the imperative

where the stem is .227 with stem stress: lel AcIe. die' has

the stem da- (with added /j/ in the imperative) in all other

forms: past db, dali, past act. part. dAvgi, imperative all,

7.4 The stress patterns of the verb.

Verbs, other than root verbs, which in the infinitive

stress a non-dropping suffix or an element preceding a stem-

suffix have fixed stress. Thus, all verbs with stable stem-

vowel /a/ or /e/ have fixed stress, as do vowel dropping verbs,

with stress on a syllable preceding the dropped stem vowel. (din

exception is ptect Ito sing', which stresses the stem vowel in

the infinitive stem forms and ending or formant in the present

stem forms).

Verbs, other than root verbs, stress the identical syllable

in the past tense and in the past active participle and gerund,

as in the infinitive. Verbs which stress a dropped stem vowel

(other than those with the suffix complex -ov-a in the infinitive

stea) stress the ending in the 1.sg. present tense and the formant

in the imperative. The remaining forms of the present tense in

such verbs may then either stress the ending or more usually,

shift stress one syllable forward onto the stem. The past passive

participle in such verbs stresses the stem syllable, if presort

tense forms other than 1.sg. stress the stem, and stresses the
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formant (in 2.conj. i.idropping verbs) or the non-stable stem

vowel (in other stem-vowel dropping verbs), if presemttense

forms other than 1.sg. retain the stress of 1.sg. The present

passive pert 4 roi 1e ina,s
9 the-npresentpivo active participleay s,

and gerund usually, stress their formant, if present endings

other than 1.sg. are stressed. However, some verbs which stress

present endings in forms other than 1. sg. show a shift in the

present active participle and gerund .- a few shift stress one

syllable forward, while more shift stress tr the ending.

Velebs with -ov-a- in the infinitive stem. stress either

the -a- or a syllable preceding the suffix cc*nplex. If a pre-

ceding syllable is stressed, stress is, of course, fixed. If

.a. is stressed in the infinitive stem forms, the suffix variant

will be stressed in the present stem forms.

All prefectivu verbs wish the prefix vi- have fixed stress

on that prefix; otherwise, prefixes are not normally stressed.

Root verbs (other than those stressing vi-) stress, in the

infinitivc either the root, or in the case of some consonant

root verbs, the formant. If the formant is stressed, the end-

ings will usually be stressed in the past and usually shifted

to the root in the past passive participle (exceptionally some

stress the formant in this form). In the past active participle

and gerund, endings are never stressed; stress always falling on

the root Xor prefix vi-). Root verbs which stress the root in

the infinitive retain this stress in all infinitive stem forms,



46

except that a small number of such verbs stress the endings of

the past. Most root verbs stress the ending (or formant, as

the case may be) in present stem forms. A very few of those

with stem stress in the infinitive stem forms, retain this

stress in the present stem forms. Very few root verbs as max61

'to be able' and urtOtto take' have ending stress in 1.sg.pres.

and stem stress in the remaining present tense forms.

Examples:

irf. stam (vowel dropping verbs)

inf. lavlIct maloct budavact

m. past. lavtiv mal6v budaviv

f.past.

p.p.p.

pres. stem

2.sg.

1. sg.

imp.

lavtila mal6la budavAla

(root verb)

pita

plOk

(z)16v1teni (z)mOlati (ad)budavAni (pat) ieCani

budlljeg

budAju

budtij

plaC45

plaq

7.5 The reflexive forms.

The reflexive particle -Oa may be attached as a final ele-

ment to any verb form. Before the reflexive particle first conju-

gation verbs show the final ending element /c'/ (as in conjugation

Tr; rather than 0 which appears when no i3flexive particle is

present. The basic shape of this particle is /s' a/, but attached

to any element ending in /c'/ (namely the infinitive, when its

formant is and the third person singular and plural, present
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tense) the sequence /co s'a/ is replaced by /cca/.

simple reflexive

mlju mljusta 'I wash'

=jam mfjemsta 'we wash'

mije mfjecca the washes

mijuct mijucca 'they wash'

met mIcca 'to wash'

7.6 Verb constructions.

Verb constructions are verb phrases which may appear in

the same syntactic slots as simple verb forms. The following

occur in Bielorussian:

7.6.1Imperfectiv3 future construction

The present tense of bid' 'to bet, as auxiliary, plus the

infinitive of an imperfective verb: budu haves' 'I shall

talk.'

7.6.2 Conditional construction

The 1 form (past tense form) of the verb plus the enclitic

particle bi (after consonant)u,b (after vulva). Usually the

particle appears inmediately after the verb form, but it may

appear after the first stressed element of the clause, particu.

larly if it is a clause introducer such as kalti lift

havarff- bi the would speak

b 'she would come'

tr6ba dapamaxa jIm kab janf pl4n

'Olie must help than to fulfill the plan.'

If the subject in the subordinate clause is impersonal or
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the same as the subject of the main clause, the 1 -form of the

verb may be replaced by the infinitive.

treba nacq'snucl kab vikanAc: plL1 IIt is necessary

to make an effort to fulfill the plan.'

7.6.3 Optative construction

The optative construction is used only in the first and

third persons. In the third person it consists of &axe"'

Eila plus the third person presaht (perfective or imperfective)

of the verb:

ntadj nle ubiv4e 'let it not kill'

xaj llacIfel 'may it fly'

xaj Cak.thucl 'let them wait'

In the first person it consists of the imperative form davaj

(more rarely davkicIeldij) plus the first person singular or

plural present, or the .../Tri 4 n4 tit,re, of pArfertivA

pahlIa5 'Let me have a look'

davj jagge paprObulu 'Let my try once again'

davAjcle pciblem 'Let's go'

davalj zIamllik pasidrim krolk 'fellow countryman, let us

hasten our pace.'


