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Preface

The present outline of Bielorussian morphology grew out of my
structural formulations for a seminar in Slavic descriptive linguistics
which I directed during the winter term of i9 66-67 and in which Miss
Regine Dalchow and Messers Ronald Breininger, John Wagner, and
Larry Weiner, graduate students of Slavic Studies, particinated. It
is believed that the present study will constitute a concrete contribu-
tion, in as much as there is presently no grammar of Bielorussian in
English or indeed, to my knowledge, in any western language, other

than the brief sketch in de Bray's Guide to the Slavonic Languages

(London, 1951) which is based on partly obsolete Bielorussian grammars
published 30-40 years ago outside the Soviet Union and is not structur-
ally oriented.

The sources of this outline are primarily published grammars and
handbooks as enumerated below. I am particularly grateful to the Most
Reverend Professor Uladislau RyZzy-Ryski for making available to me

various sources listed below and for other information in connection

with my Bielorussian studies.
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1.7 Phonology.

Vowels: i u

2
The vowels /u o/ are back rounded, while /e i/ are
front (i.e. non-back, anou-rounded)., uafter non-palatal-
ized consonants the front vowels have ceantral allo-
phones. with regord to the dimension high-low (or
close-open) there is a gradational (ternary in this
case) contrast: high /i v/, @mid /e o/, low /a/. 1In
the low vowel /a/ the contrast back-front is neucral-
ized; /a/ is phonetically unrounded and centrel.

All five vowels occur under stress. In syllable
irmediately preceding siress, with few excentions, oaly
/i a u/ appear. In unstressed s3jllable other than
the immediately pretonic /i e a u/ appear (tlke phono-
logical stateaments of Lomtev and Purski seem to indicate
that only /i a u/ occur in all unstressed, not only
pretonic syllables; however the phoaetic transcription
in Hurski, p.&5, as well as a2 tape recording I possess

indicate a contrast /e # a/ in non-pretonic unstressed

position,
Consnnants: post=-
labial dental alveolar velar
stops P t k
b d g
fricatives f S S X
v z 2 h
affricates c C
3 3
nasais m n
liquids glide (semivowel)
lateral 1 .
trill r J




Stops, fricstives, and affricates show the coantrast
voiceless-voiced; /v/ is a voiced consonant only be-
fore vowel; before cousonant or juncture it has a semi-~

vowel allophone [w].

ants, the following palatalized counterparts exist:

labial /p' o' £' v' m'/
dental /s' z' ¢' z' n'/ lateral /1'/
velar /k' g' h'/ and possibly /x'/

Non-palatalized /3/ as well as /g g'/ are of rare
occurrence, heing limited mostly to loanwords.

1.2 The writing system (the following brief remarks
on Bielorussiun spelling presuppose -knowledge of the
Russian writing system).

Bielorussian is usually written with a Cyrillic
alphabet derived from and: quite similar to, the Russian
alphabet, so that anyone familiar with Russian spelling
will easily read Bielorussian. The orthography of
modern Bielorussian, being more recent than the Russian
orthography, is more consistent than the latter and
shows fewer irregularities. Bielorussian spelling has
like Russian a double series of vowel letiters, one

8 3 HO0Y wused initially or if the preceding con-
sonant is not palatalized, and the other 8 e 1 & ®

used to indicate palatalization of preceding con-
sonant or (excepting i) /j/ plus vowel if no consonant
letter precedes. Note that i is used rather than the

Russisn letter m, A palatalized comsonant not followed

by vowel is indicated, as in Russian, by the "soft sign"
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5
B . The consonant letters are essentially the same uzs
in the Russian alphabet, except that T represents /h/
in the vast majority of cases, though the letter is also
used to note the few occurrences of /g/ (the phoneme /g/
is rare in Bielorussian, as Comwon Slavic /g/ became
/b/ rather than remaining /g/ as in Iussian). The phon-
eme /v/ has two representations, one B representiag
the prevocalic allophone [v] =nd the other ¥y repres-
enting the allophone [w] occurrent before conscnant or
word-boundary. Tke phonemes /3 3/ are written with
the digraphs z3 1x.

Bielorussian spelling, like Russian, combines the
phonemic aud the morphophonemic-etymological principles,
with the great difference however, that in Bielorussian
writing the phonemic principle is dominant (e.g. auto-
matic vowel changes are indicated), while in Russian the
morphophonemic-etymological principle prevails. Bielo-
russian spelling will however not be used in this out-
line; rather all Bielorussian matter will be given in
transcription, as indicated in the following section.,
13 Transcriptions used. '

All Bielorussisn example words are cited in a
quasi-phonemic transcription. Word stress is narked,
but since full utterances are not cited, but only iso-
lated morphological words, suprasegmental phenomena
occurring over longer stretches are not indicated. The
transcription of vocalic and consonantal segments is
phonemic, except that neutralization of voicing is not

indicated at word-boundary, the morphopronemically




Justified consonant being indicated in every case. 1In
citation of items hierarchically less than a word (i.e.
stems, affixes, endings, morphemes) the transcripticn

is a morphophonemic one in which automatic morphophonem—
ic changes are not reflected., but each segment is noted
with the phoneme which appears in the position of meax-
imum differentiation; it is particularly important to
keep this in mind regarding the vowels, which in Bielo-
russian, as in Russian, are subject to a number of
automatic changes depending upon position of stress and
adjacent consonants (see 2.1 below). Thus the masculine
and neuter genitive adjective ending is noted -g9ho, though
in fact it appears, depending on positior of stress

only in these phonemic shapes /dha, ahd, aha/, which
however, given the morphophonemic rules and knowledge

of thke position of stress, are readily derived from the
morphophonemic trenscriptiocn. So too, I note the verbal
suffix, which appears as /av/ after /bud/ in budavic'
'to build', as ~ov-, since it appears so under stress,

cf. p'erabuddvvac' 'to be rebuilding'.

The symbols used herein are those customary in
linguistic writings: / / indicate phonemic transcript-
ion, [ ] phonetic transcription; @ is 'zero', C 'con-
sonant', V 'vowel', ) 'alternates with', and —>
neans 'is replaced by'. Where.necessary, morpheme
boundary may be indicated by a hyphen; stems and:pre-
fixes will be cited terminating with a hyphen, while

final suffixes begin with a hyphen; noh-final elements

are cited with a hyphen on each side. The cases are




abbreviated N A G L D I, i.e. ‘nominative, accusative,
genitive, locative, dative, instrumental', the three
genders m., f. n. (sometimes masc. and fem. are used),
the two numbers sg. and pl., while the persons are
indicated as 1. 2. %. Abbreviations of forr3, e.ge.
pres., inf, etc. are transparent; 1.sg.pres. would be
read 'first person singular, present tense.

2.0 iorphophonemic alternations.

2.7 Vowel alternations.

It was aoted earlier (1.1) that only in stressed
syllables do all five vowels appear; if stress shifts,
a vowel non-occurrent in unstressed positions (/o e/
in immediately pretonic syllables, /o/ in all unstressed
syllables) must be replaced. In immediately pretonic
syllables and in all unstressed syllables after
"hardened" consonants (see following paragraph) /o e/
are automatically replaced by /a/; in other unstressed
syllables /e/ remains, but /o/ is replaced by /a/ after
"plain" consonant and, after palatalized consonant, by
either /a/ (simple replacement /06— a/ in all positioas)
or by /e/ ("basic vowel alternation").

In terms of the morphophonemic alternations which
they condition in neighboring phonemes, it is useful to
divide Bielorussian consonants into three groups: (a)
"plain" consonants, i.e. non-palatalized consonants
which possess a palatalized counterpart (here /c' 3'/
are condidered the morphophonemic palatalized counter-
parts of /t 4/, not of /¢ 3/), (b) "hardened" con-

sonants, i.e, those with no palatalized counterpart,

ERIC
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namely /8 % & % ¢ 3z v/, (c) palatalized consonants, in-
cluding /j/, which has no plain counterpart. In the
formulas of the table below, C represents any coansonant,
pC "plain" consonant, ¢ "hardened" consonant, C' palat-
alized consonant, while comma represents "either...or".
The "basic vowel alternation" displayed in the
table below is partly automatic, partly non-automatic.
The changes in stressed syllables are non-automatic,
since in some morphemes /o e/ do not alternate; re-
placement in immediately pretonic syllable and after
?C, ¢ in other unstressed syllables is automatic, but:
the peplacement after C' is not, since /6/ not particip-
ating in basic vowel alternation undergoes simple re-
placement /5—%a/ in all unstresssd positions. An ex~-
ample of such simple replacement is given by adjective
endings containing /o/, cf. m.n.G ending -oho in

maladdha 'young', rbdnabha 'native', s'in'aha 'blue’,

and us'ahd 'all’'.
.The following table illustrates the basic vowel
alternation as conditioned by the environing conson-

ants.

Full Tt Provided by ERIC.




o~

stressed syllable

Basic Vowel Alternation

pretonic

(pCoC,# A C' ,CopC,# L1C' ,CeC',C) W1 CaC

aknd

pC "plain" consonant

oB

@14

C' palatalized consonant

C "hardened" consonant £ word boundary

(Ve

pal'i
rd
v'adro
'ag'és n'es'lac'é
& v r4
'arés b'erac'é
' 4 -o
érc'i

all other unstressed

pC,CaC,# W1 CleCc,#

dréva pdl'le
nora

QW@<%B pdl'em
moram

pros'ec’'e

k&Zac'e

C any consonant

NAsg. ending -o
Isg. ending -om

aoun stems 'field',
‘pail’, sg. pl.

first conjugation
ending vowel,
Tepley, 2.58¢4 2.D1l,
noun stem 'devil',
SEe pl.




The alternations between stressed syllables and unstressed
syllables are automatic, i.e. basic [/e/ or [fo/ in stressed syl-
lable is automatically replaced in unstressed positicn as indi-
cated in the above table; alternation in stressed syllable is
non-autcmatic, partly bscause we have cases of non-alternating
/e/ and [o/ under stress: 1'eés'c'i 'to crawl', m. past. 1'dz.

Further, there are cases where [e/ and [o/ glternate not
in accordance with the above table. Thus the past tense of
verbs like n'es'c'i 'to carry' have /e/ in the f. and n. forms
before pC (apparently by analugy to the plural with /e/ before
C'): m. n'ds n.f. n'dsla pl. n'és'lli. Likewise, the first
conjugation ending vowel [e/ remains before word bourdary in
3.sg.pres. (gﬁgﬁé etc.) due to an older form (retained in dia-
lects) where e/ was followed by /c!/ as in the second conju=-
gation. Replacement of final paletalized labial by plain law
bial before word boundary does not condition replacement of /fof
by [o/.

Alternation of vowel and zero. Items ending in consonant
clusters before vowsl often show forms with vo&el.intercalated
between the last twe consonants when preceding word-boundary or
consonant. The intercalated vowels are those of the basic vowel
alternation above, i.e. /e/ or fof under stress alternating with
/ol or [af unstressed depemiiing upcn adjoining consonants. The

cholce of unstressed ingerted vowel is completely automatic, that




range’,

vowel

stressed

kruzdk
C’,EéC',é

kas'ec

salav'ej

(4
tvarec

[ 4
hluSec

unstressed

pC, CaC
vékan
hdrac
1ékac®
11istécak
CleC

s
plisten
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tions such as l'év: il'vé"lion', xriblet

zero

p'ask&

’
avsa

kruska

aknd
F4
hoerea

16ke'a

1'istdcka

p'is'md

of stressed inserted vowel almost so, there being a few excep-

: xripta "wmountain

'sand!

foats!?!

teircle!

'reaper!
inightingale!
'creator!

'deaf person!

window!
mountaineer!?
telbow?

tleaflet?

tletter!

In one item, 83'(i)n- ‘one’, there is inserted /i/.

Yo
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In certain 1srbs, vowel/zero alternation is between the
two stem variants. Consonant root verbs with stems in /r/
havre zero in the present stem,basic vowel alternation in the
infinitive stem. A few a-dropping verbs of the first conjue

gation have basic vowel in the present stem and zero in the

infinitive stem. Thus

2.sg.pres. inf. m. past.

trés ctereti ctor tto wipe!
blarés brde? brav 'to take!
zar1é8 zvic! Zvav *to call!

2.2 Alternation of vowel with consonant.
automatic
[uwv/ Word-initial /u/ preceding consonant is replaced by
/v/ after an item ending in a vowel (and no intervening major
juncture):

uZo *already' a jami vzd 'and to him already!
Word-initial /u/ preceding consonant is replaced by /v/ if the
following consonant is replaced by a vowel.

uz'de’ : vdz'm'e$ ‘'to take (inf. and 2.sg.pres.)!

ujés : v{e® ‘tto wind (2.sg.pres. and inf.)?
Cf. too the alternants of the preposition u 'in, into!

[v/ after item ending in vowel: drdma v v'ér¥ax ‘drama

in verse!
/va/ before item beginning with /u/ (which /u/ in tern.is

replaced by /v/): va vs'{x ‘'in allt.




L~

non-automatic
[i/n/3] and [a/ i (nasal consonant ); for discussion and ex-
amples, see the section on verbs (root verbs) below.
2.3 Consonant changes,
2.3.1 Automatic changes,
Yoiced vs. Voiceless. lHorphophonemically the consonants are:
voiceless pt kf s $xc &
voiced bdg-2%h33
The palatalized counterparts of the above are also respectively
voiced or voiceless. All other consonants are neutral with re-
gard to voicing contrast.

Voicing contrast is neutralized at word-boundary. 3efore
Juncture, only voiceless (and neutral) consonants appear; voiced
consonants are replaced by their voiceless counterparts.

x1'éba : x1tép ‘bread (G and H.)!
vithin consonant clusters, voiced or voiceless consonants are aS~
similated with regard to voicing to the last consonant of the
cluster for which voicing is distinctive.

kas*ic'{ kaz'o{ 'to reap : the harvest!

még;a : mqgé{ 'to be able (past f. and inf.)!
Before /§ z € 3/, [s 2/ are replaced by /¥/ or /%/.

s 'with! #dnka 'woman' 34pka ‘that!

$%énkaj 'with a woman' 384pkaj 'with a hat!

Assimilation with regard to palatalization takes place as

follows:

11




Before 211 vzlatalized lebial ~nc dental consonants and
/3y /s 2/ are replsced by /s' z'/,
before platalized /v'/, /t d/ - /c! 3'/.
Eefore all palatalized dental consonants but /1'/, /n-nt/,
Before paiatalized dental consonants, palatalized /et 3'/ =
/t d/. 3!&én' § dn'4 ‘'day (N and G)!
Morphophonemically, /c! 3'/ functicn as palatalized counter-
parts to /t d/ respectively, while the phonetically closer

/e 3/ may be regarded as lacking morphophonemic palatalized

counterparts. Except for /1 # 1'/, the palatalization
distinction is neutralized before the aental consonants
/t d s zenlr/, palatalized consonants being replaced

br their non-pzlatalized ccunterparts:

a3'In : adn4 'one (m, snd f£.N)!
stegle’dr : s'sstré 'sister (G pl. and N sg.)!
ptéc' : platnfccac’ 'five; fifteen?

but 1'6n : il'nG *'flax'

Palatalized labials do not aprear in word-final position;
they are replaced by their non-palatalized counterparts.
vtérf'i : v'érf ‘'shipyard (G and N SE.) !
stam'{ : s'ém ‘'seven (G and N Sge !
Non-palatalized velars do not appear before /i/; before ~§/
elements beginning with /i/ plain velars are replaced by

their palatalized counterparts.,
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stréhaja : stréh'i 'strict (i £. and m)!

véblaka : véblak'i ‘cloud (1 sg. and pl.)!

raxd : strax'i ‘roof (N sg. and pl.)!'

fixeept in recent borrowings, [e/ does not occur after plain cone
sonants with morphophonemic palatalized counterparts; plain con-

\
sonants are replaced by their palatalized counterparts before

elements beginning with /e/,

aknd : akn'e ‘window (% and L sz.)
Word-initial /IV/« /i1C/, /1'V/en /i1'C/.

1tén : iTnd 'flax (kGsg.)!

18t : ilb4d ‘'forehead (iiGsg. )

1'dv : il'vd 'lion (NGsg. )!?
word-initisl /mV/es/imC/ in one item:

méx : imx'{ ‘moss (Nsg. and pl.)"
word-initial /o/ does not occur in most items; thus when un-
stressed /a/ alternates with stressed /o/ word-initially, a /v/
is preposed to /o/ (alternation /vw@/ conditioned by alternation
[owal).

akné : vékni ‘'window (lisg. and pl.)!

In the sequence C + j, when C is a consonant other than /r/
or labial consonant, C is replaced by its palatalized counterpart
(unless it has none) and doubled, unless C is already preceded by
a consonant, while /j/ is deleted. Thus, with the ending -ju of

the instrumental sg. of kds!c! type nouns we have:
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Nsg. Isc.

v1érf v1érfiu t shipyard?
kbste! kos'ctu 'bone!
ndd né¥&u tnight?
his? his's'u tcander!

In the formation of the verbal noun by addition of /j/ plus
akné endings to the past passive participle formant: Inf.
ap'isde! 'describe’ participle ggif_:_s_a;n_, verbal noun ag'isa'n'n'e
(n + j=n'nt).

2.3.2 Noneautomatic changes.

J=-change (substitutive softening)

labial C-»labisal + /1%/

taret— ¢

den P ->3

? ¥

hy zer2)—>2

This alternation is very widespread; it occurs in noun and verb
derivation, in verb morphology (before 1l.sg.pres. ending, II.
conj., between pressent and infinitive stem of I.conj. a-dropping
verbs, etc.) and elsewhere.

kuptdct : kupltd : kdplteni 'to buy (inf. 1.sg.pres., past.

pass.part.)!
plaki ¥ p'a¥dy : p'e8{ 'to bake (1.2.sg.pres., 2.sg.imper.)!
+3zac?! : rd>u 'to cut (inf., l.sg.pres.)

I.change (occurs in noun morphology)
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k—c rukd : rucé thand (N and DLsg.)?
h— 2zt nahd : naz'e 'leg (I and DLsg.)*
X—>s!? straxa : stras'é *roof (N and DLsg.)?

t, d—s, before /c!/ in verb morphology

pltatd ; pl'e's.'c'i 'to plait (1l.sg.pres. and inf.)!

jadde? jés'c': jas'c'e’ 'to eat (3.pl., 3¢58ey 2.pl. )t
t, d=> ¢, before /L v m s!/ in verb morphology

pllatd : pltald: pltév . pl1évsi 'to plait (1.sg.pres.,

past f. and m., past act. part.)!

Jadde?s jem : jas'{ 'to eat (1.2.sg.pres)!
k-»>§ before inf. formant

p'aki : p'adf 'to bake (1.sg.pres., inf.)!
1uv /1) befcre vowel alternates with /v/ before consonant or
word bourdary. There are few examples; the principal one is
the formant -1- of the past which alternates with /v/ before
zero ending in the past masculine and before the ~S- formant

of the past active participle. Cf. too pdv-, paldva thelf?,
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3.0 The Noun.

Sg.
stbl akné ¥dnka koste!
H = (=0) N ~0trae -2 =f

A . -l

}
G «qW=l -8 -1 -1
I, -U -

-efi
L -efivaieu -e/iw -y }

I ~OMWt=em =0l Vi=en -0j (u) -Jju
pl.

N i

A

G -ov, =f, -8j

D -am

L wax

I «am'i (em'i) (-ima)

Distribution of genders: stol-nouns are solely masculine, aknd
nouns neuter, and kds'c'-nouns faminine; $énka-nouns are all
feminine except for personal names with Nsg. in stressed -a
(kuznd Oommas'), which are masculine and s'iratd 'orphan!,
which :':s masculine or feminine depending on the sex of the per-

son danoted,
3.1 Remarks on the endings.

(1) In Nsg. some personal names of the stél-typo have the end-
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ing -o.

(2) In aknd nouns with stems ending in palatalized consonant
ard /j/, when the ending is unstressed, the lisg. and Isg. end=-
ings -0 and -om are replaced by -¢ and -em (in accord with base
ic vowel alternstion, see 2.1).

(3) In the Asg. stbl-nouas and in Apl. all nounsare in a form
identical with the genitive, if they designate animate beings;
or with the naninative, if they designate inanimate objects.

(4) In Gsg. of stll-nouns designating inanimates the ending

-u frequently occurs, either in free variation with -3 0r more
usually as the sole ending; -u tends to occur in nouns designae
ting abstractions, processes, or non-individuated masses and
substances.

(5) In Dlsz. %énka-noun stems ending in non-palatalized con-
sonants with palatalized counterparts ("plain" consonante) take
the ending -g (which causes I-change of a preceding velar and
palatalization of remaining consonants); if endings are unstressed
the ending -g is replaced by -i after /c/ resulting from [k/ by
J-change. Stems ending in plain consonants without palatalized
counterparts ("hardened® consonants), palatalized consonants and
/3] take the ending -i.

(6) 1In Lsg. stél and akné nouns show the endings (ewri)ru.

-¢ and -i: -e/i vary according to the same conditions outlined
for DLsg. of zdnka-nouns, while -u occurs in place of -e/i part-

ly in free variation and partly as the sole ending for many items.
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After stems in [k/ only <u occurs and there is a strong tenden-
cy for it to occur after other velars; only -u occurs in items

designating persons.

(?) Ten dln

the lonser and less frequent -oju. In the Isg. of k&s_’_gl-nouns,
the ending -ju occasions the usual morphophonemic change (ses
2.3.1 C+j).

(8) In Gpl. the distribution of endings is:

-ov in the overwhelming majority of _s_tg_g'_I_L_-nouns. in free varia-
tion with zero in most .a_lm;_é-nouns (as the sole ending in non-
syllabic stems and after certain clusters), in kﬁs_‘gl—nouns with
unstressed ending and stem in "hardened" comsonant and in free
variation with -ej in other kds'c!-nouns with unstressed ending,
in _Z_gf;x_kg-nouns with stems ending in clusters and optionally

{sametimes in fi-ae variation with zero) in same other Zdnka-

o in the majority of %énka-nouns (though in varktion with -ov
in many items, with -ov tending to prevail after stems ending in
consonant clusters); in g}_c_n_é_ nouns, usually in free variation
with -cv, which tends to prevail after stems in palatalized or
Yhardened" consonant; in a very few stol nouns, but inclwding
all g_té}'-nouns which drop the suffix -'in- inthe plural.

-¢j is the prevalling ending in kds'c'-nouns, except after
stems in "hardened" consonant, where -ov occurs if the ending is

unstressod; -ej occurs in a few items each in stél. aknd and
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#6rke noun<: un<tressed after '"hsrdened" consorant, it
is renlecec bv -ai,
(9) In Ipl. 2 few items in each of the noun classes Show

the alternate ending -m'i, while a few items aecignating

O

bjects occurring pair-wise have the alternate ending -ima,

o

oth alternate enaings usually occur in free variation
~ith -am'il anc sometimes with each other.

(10) In archaic languz;e a no-longer stancara vocative occurs
with  stdl-nouns. The encing is -e¢, -u. =-e tends to

occur after plain consonant, excert /k/; it causes dJ-

change of velars and /c/, ~u tends to occur after palatalized
consenants, /3j/, and "haraened" consonants, and always

after /k/.

(11) In DIpl. stél-riouns have the srchaic variants

D -om, L -ox,

(172) Plurslie tantum (nouns occurrins onlv in plural)

have the encirgs characteristic of the rlural; all three

Gpl. encines are renresertea in the varicus rluralia tantum.
3.2 Stem changes,

(1) The insertea vowels /o e/ occur before zero ending.,

(2) The nouns sus'éd 'neighbor!, Qégg'devil', and kal'éna
'knee' palatalize their stem-final consonsnts in the plural

- . P . . L
Nple sus'é-'i, c'éret'i kal'én'i),
3l ’

(3) 3'én' 'day' depalatalizes its stem-final consonant in
the Gpl. Before @-endings, this noun hss inserted /e/ in

Nsg. and /o/ in Npl. (following the basic vowel alternation

2.1)s
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i
: (4) The aknd-nouns vixa 'ear! and ‘vdka 'eye' show J-change
of stem-final consonant in plura,l-, Gpl. ending is -ej, and Ipl.
-am'i.
: & (5) The aknd-noun n'éba  'sky! heaven', extends its stem in
- the plural by -'os- (Npl. n'ab'dsi)
: (6) A fair number of stél-rouns have the suffix ='ine in the
singular, which suffix is dropped in the plural. Such nouns
1 have Gpl. ending -f snd, if 'in- ie preceded by -an-, the Npl.
2 has the irregular ending «e:
/ Nsg.  balhdrin 'Bulgar! hara3an'in 'townsman® .
b Npl. balhiri hara3én'e
Gpl. balhar harajan

n.b. -an- /an'j before ~'in- ard -e.
? Iif2ed now. types. 2
(1) The feminine noun mgc'i 'mother' has the stem-extension —ie

in Nsg. ard -er- in the remaining fomms (Asg. méc'eru). After

-i- the ending is -f; in all other fomms (after -er-) the end-
ings are those of Zonka nouns (-ej in GA pl.). Alternately, this
noun has the form mac'i in all cases of the singular,

(2) Masculine zouns with the erding -a in Nsg. (denoting male
persons) have Zonka-endings in NAGsg. and stél-endingc in DLIsg.;

in the Gpl. they have wither -f) or -ov with a tendency for -ov to
occur after eonsonants clusters and with free variation in some
items. Alternatively, these nouns may have %onka-endings in Dlsg.

and, for those with stem-final palatalized consonant, in Isg.
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(3) Stem extending mixed acuter aouas

Certain nouns (mostly denotiag the youag of
various species) extead their stem by -zt~ in pl. aad
by -ac'~ in GbLsge [n NAGDLsg. these have Zdnka-ecndiags,
In Isge, and alteraately in Nsg., they have adenb-endings.
In pl. A is like G and both have -@,  On e noun, 3z°ic'é
‘child?, follows bthis pattern io sge, but in »l. las a0
exteasion, changes the stem to 3'ec’— and has -gJ ia Gpl.
pel6: Please .ote that the plural eadings givea apnly

to all classes of aouns.




Nouns denoting persons of either sex with -8 in Nsg. have this
mixed declension when they denote a male person and iép_k_a; de-
clension when they denote a female person. Masculine names
wilh siressed -a in Nsg. and siiratd forphanf,which is mascu-
line or feminine depending on the sex of the person denoted,do
not belong to this mixed declension, but are declined as ¥dnka-
nouns.
3.4 The stress patterns of the nouns.
Fixed stress (on stem or ending).
(a) fixed stress on stem: perhaps the majority of nouns of 211
classes, particularly those with polysyllabic stems.
(b) fixed stress on endings: confined to stél-nouns and to a
small number of sknd-nouns.
Shifting stress (fram stem to ending or vice~ver-sa).
SE - stress on stem in singular, or ending in plural; a fair
number of stol-nouns plus a sm.ller number of aknd-nouns, and
at least one mixed masc. a-noun (z'ég'ka).

sin, sine., sin{ ‘t'son!

plét, plr;ta, plat{ ‘fence!

vé&ar, v8dara, vedar{ ‘'evening!

pél'e, pal'i trield!?

3'3'.3'1(3., 3'&3'1{':{ 'uncle!
SE (loc) - stress on stem in sg., axcept for Lsg., on ending in

Lsg. and plural; confined to g number of inanimate stdl-nouns.
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bdk, na bakd, bak'{ 'side!

bdj, u bajl, baj{ 'combat !

réj, ab rajfi, rajf ! swarm!
M - stem-stress in all sg. and in NA pl., erding stress in the
remaining plural forms; a fair number of k_o'g_'_c_f_-nounss a few

stélenouns, and two aknd-nouns (véka, vfxa), and the mixed noun

ndé, nd¥i, nade 'night?!
ztb, 2zdbi, zubdv *tooth!?
véka, véi, valddj teye!

mécti, méc'eri, mac'arj ‘mother!
ES - ending-stress in singular, stem-stregs in plural; a fair

number of aknd and Zdnka nouns, plus at least one stél-noun

(kon').
aknd, vékni ‘'window! dusd, dusi ‘*soult
asd, vdsi 'wasp! kén!, kan'a, kdn'i  thorse!
vadd, védi twater? hlib'iné, h1'ib'{ni ‘'depth?

However, %énka nouns with ES stress retain stress on the Ipl.
ending when used in conjunction with the numerals 2-3-4.

EM. - The noun pl'acd ‘!shoulder' shows .he spparently isolated
stress pattern: stem-stress in NA pl., ending stress in sg. and
all remaining plural forms: pl'acd, pl'd2i, plladéj.

Special patterns:

{(a) The mixed neuter nouns with stem-extension ac'wat-

have stress on that exi@nsion in sll forms in which it appears,




and on the ending elsewhere: ,Lahn_'é', ;jahn'&n, jahn'afc'i,
jahn'dti 1lamb!,

(b) The mixed neuter nouns with stem-extension -sn'ua on-
stress the syllable preceding the extension in the singular
ard the extension in the plural, as does the isolated noun
n'éba 'sky, heaven! which has a stressed extension =!os- in
the plural only: n'éba, n'ab'dsi,

(c) wvdzlera 'lake! shifis its stress within the stem in the
plural: az'dri.

General remarks:

(1) Fixed ending stress is automatically carried to the last
syllable of the stem, when zero siding occurs.

(2) Pluralia tantum have either fixed stress {S or E* or stem
stress in N(A) and ending stress in the remaining forms, as in
SM above. The noun ﬂ'ﬁ 'door! has the apparently isolated
pattern: erding stress in G?ls'tem stress in remaining forms.
4.0 The Adjective.

masc. neuter fem. pl.
N -1 ’} -0je -aja I -ija
A . LA y ~uju A V)

N

G ~oha =0J, ~0je G } -ix
D -amu =0j L
L 7 -im D ~inm
I J ~0J, =qu I -im'
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Morphophonemic o is always replaced by /a/ when unstressed(see 2.1),
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(1) Masc. and pl. have endings identical with genitive if ani-
mate, with naminative if inanimate, in the accusative,

(2) A certain number of ad jectives have short noun-=like end-
ings (masc. = gtél-decl., neuter =akné-decl., fem. ® %dnka-decl.),
in the noniinative, which are used predicatively. In poetic lan-
guage the short forms may be uszed attributively, and occur also

in accusative and masc/neuter genitive end dative. The short

endings are:
masc. neuter fem, pl.
N -f } -0 -8 -3
A N - w
| ~ s
G -8
U -U

Before zero-ending, stems ending in consonant clusters may show

an inserted vowel (as in the noun).

(3) Possessive adjectives with the suffixes -0V-, =!in- have
regular adj. endings, but in the NA they have short endings; iu
an older variant of the standard language masc/neuter GD also
have the short endings.

(4) Adjectives are stressed either on the stem or on the end-
ing. Under ending stress disyllabic endings are stressed on
their first syllable. Some pronominal adjectives are designa-
ted as having "special ending stress"; this means the masc/
neuter GD and the alternete fam. G -oje are stressed on their

second syllable.




(5) While the long forms of regular adjectives have fixed
stress in all forms, the position of stress in the short forms,
though in most items corresponding to that of the long forms,
in some adjectives shows a shift of position.

(6) a3'(i)n- ‘tone' (Nsg.m. /a3'in/ with inserted /i/, re-
maining forms,Nsg.n. etc. /adnd/) have short endings in NA,
long endings in remaining forms, and Special ending stress.
(7) na8- four! and vag- 'your' have short erdings in NA

(with alternate forms with long endings in KAfem., neuter, and
pl.), have long endings in the remaining forms. Stress is on
the stenm.

(8) uv'es- (form with inserted / s/ occurring before zero end-
ing)wusta 13il! has short endings in NAm.n.f., specisl short
ending ~e in lipl. (and alternating with G ending in Mpl.), and
long erdings in remaining foms. Special ending stress.

(9) moj- my', tvoj- 'thy', svoj- 'one's own!, ¢yj- ‘whose!
have short exdings in MA, long endings in the remaining cases;
in the GDm.n. the initial vowel of the erding is truncated,
leaving /~ho -mu/; in Npl. (and alternating with G ending in
Apl.) we have the special short ending -e. Special ending
stress.

(10) 1~ ‘tthat' has the specisl ending -0] in the lm. and
long erdings elsewhere. Special erding stress.

(11) Let- tthis! has short endings in NA neuter and fem. (al-

ternately long endings occur in these forms) and long endings




elsewhere., Stem stress.

(12) The adjective same 'self' has short endings in the N masc.

and pl. (A is like G) and in the NA fem. and neuter, elsawhere

long endings.

Alternately, Af. has the long ending. The stem

changes to szm'- in the iIsg. maseuline/neuter and in the plu-

ral.

Ending strsss except in lipl., which haes stem stress. lot

to be confused with the aijective sémi 'same, the wery! which

has long endings throughout and stem stress.

5.1 Proncuns (personai).

sg. 1, 2.

N ja tg

AG m'an'é clabte
DL mn'é tab'é

I mndj{(u) tabdi(u)

reflex,

sfabté
sab'é

sabd3(u)

Note that in DLI the emdings are thoss of the ig'm-noun.

rl. 1. 2.

i ni vi
AGL  nis vis
D nédm vém

I ném's. vén'i

third personal pronoun

Sg. M. n. f.

N jon jand jand
AC jahd ja3é
D jamb

L 363

I } 3dm (wjogu)

Note that in NDI
the endings are those

of the plural noun.

pl.
N jan{
AGL  jx
34m
I j{m'4




27

Note that the stem is N jon. alternating with J= in the re-
maining cases. A of all pronouns is identical with G. End-
ings are short adjective endings in N, long adjective endings
in the remaining cases (disyllablic variant of G fem.). Spe-
cial erding stress.

5,2 Pronouns (interrogative).

'who! 'what!
U xtd 6
A kahd }
G } &ahé
D kamit Sami
LI k'm En

liote that xtd except in N and 5té except in NA have respec-
tively the stems k- and &~ and long adjective endings with
special ending stress.

6.0 HNumerals

22 (&g ) 121(f,) § 31 1
N dva 3tv! 4 trd. Sat{ri
A (Like N if inanim., like G if anim.)
GL  dvix 3tvidx tréx Satirbx
P dvim 3'vtn trén Zatirdm
I dvund 3tvtumé t rind Satimd
tboth! abddva M.It., ab'é;'v'e:ﬁas the declension of dva

1two! with abo- prefixed to the masculine forms, able-to

A




the feminine forms,

5 nléc! 10 3'és'ac’ : 15 p'atnéccac!

o &%és'c! 11 a3*infiécact- 16 Zasnéccac!

7 s'ém 12 dvanéccac! 17 sfemnédccact

8 vés'em 13 trinéccac’ 18 vas'emndccac!

g 3tévrac! 14 &atirndccac! 19 3'ev'atniccac!
20 dvéccac! 30 triccac!

replacement of /c'/ by /t/ in the first element of '15' ana '19!
is due to automatic replacement of palatalized by non-palata-
lized consonant before dental.

The simple numerals 5-30 are declined as singular kés'c'-

nouns: NA p'éc' GDLp'ac!f I p'ac'c'd; ¥84'em has inserted

vowel /e/, The two stems in /m'/ {s'ém'-; v8s'{e)m'-) have the

I ending -'u (s'am'd, vas'm'd), Monosyllabic stems (5-8) have

ending stress (with autometic chsnge of pretonic /e/ to /a/)
in oblicue forms, the remaining forms fixed stem stress.,
50 plaz'a'es'it 70 s'émy'es'’at
60 3éz'3'3'es’at 80 vés'em3'es'at
The numerals 50-60-70-80 are declined in both parts as singular
kés'c'-nouns; the second element ~3'es'at has stem-final /t/ in

NA, /c'/ in the remaining cases: NA p'a3'dtes'dt GDL p'ac'f3'esTac'i

I prac'ct'i3'es'ac'c'u., Except in the NA of '50¢, the first ele=-

ment is stressed. The first element is declined as when indepen=~
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dent.,

140! and '100' have NA sérak, std, GDJI sarakd, std. '90!

has the unchanging form 3'evianista.

The numerszls '200° to '900' are bipartite; the first part
is in all cases the appropriate case form of the numerals from

12! to '9', while the second part is -glcle in qlviestcle 1200°

HA, -sta (G of sto) in trista '300' iiA, Bat{rista '400' iiA, and
-sot (Gpl. of sto, with imserted [o/) in the lA of 500 through
900. The svcond part of the remaining case forms are the appro-

priate plural forms of the base st- '100'. Thus:

HA 3'v'e’s’c'e trista p'éc'sét

G dvixsot troxsét plactisét

L dvuxstdx trdxstix ptactistdx

D dvimstém tromstam plactYstém

I dvunastdmti trimistam'i ptactciustam'i

The items t{s'ala '1000!, .m'il'c;n million?, m'iltdrd

'milliard (= American billion)' are declined as nouns; the late
ter two are stdlenouns; the first is a %¥énka noun, but has the
alternate Isg. kés'c'=form tis!aléu.

Collective numerals:

/o
'both#* aboje 7. stam'dra
- 4 /
2. dvdje L4, ¢actlv'ora 8. vasm'ora
. /
3. trdje 5. plactdra 9. 3'evlactera

/
6. Eas'c'éra 10. 3'estac'era
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The collectives have the aknd-ending -0 in L and plural

ad jective endings in the remaining cases. Stress is on the

> i - e » TN | > * ,0 s
stem in li, on ending in the remaining cases: dvois, dv-‘J.{x

F4
etec.; plactora, p’ac'ar:fx ete.

7.0 The Verb,
7.1 Verb stem classes.

In the following outline stems are classified according
to thelr structure. In terms of their structure verb stems
may be divided into two broad groups; those that maintain a
fairly stable stem-shape throughout their paradigm (not taking
into account morvhophonemic changes comditioned by imdividual
formants or endings) and thase that differentiate iwo basic
stem shapes, present stem (the stem for the present tense,
present participles and gerunds, and imperative) and infini-
tive stem (the stem for the infinitive, past,past participles
and gerunds); the two basic shapes differing in that the stem
vowel which terminates the infinitive stem is dropped in the
present stem.

In terms of their selection of endings and formant in
present ster forms (except the imperative) verb stems are di-
vided into two conjugations. The two dichotomies (of stem
structure and of conjugational type) do not coincide. All sec-
ond conjugation verbs are vowel dropping verbs, while first
conjugation verbs comprise both stable stem and vowel dropping

verbs.
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Staole stem verbs can be further subdivided into root verbs,
and verbs with stable stem vowels.

the following rorphophonemic rule has seneral aoplication
in verb inflection: stems ending in 2 vowel, whether a root-final
vowel, a stable stem-vowel, or vowel resulting from alternation

of suffix, autonatically add a /j/ in present stem forms. Thus:

’ /.
hul*a~c! 'to wallk? 1. sz. pres. hul'a-j-u
/' 1 4 L .
ril-c to wash l. sg. pres. mi=j-u
V 4 N P voaf
budavi-c! to builg? 1 sz. pres. DUudli=jeu

verbs riven as examples accompanyins the classification below
will be generally given in the infinitive and in tae 3. f.pres.
vhere necessary for illustration the morpnoohoneriic stem is also
eiven.

7.1.1 Conjugation I,

(1) Consonant root verbs. Stems consist of a root of this

shape (C)C/C. Stems exist ending in / pbv sz td k h r/.

Sop= sapet{ 'to puff!
hrobe hrépe ti 'to row!

IOV~ ravety 'to roar?
n'ose ntésteli 'to carry!
1lleze 18égteti 'to creep?
plfot- pltésteti {0 plait!
klad- Kldste's to put?

p'ok- ptadi 'to bake!

Ve

strih- strixdi o shear!
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In many verbs morphophonemic -o- of the root is replaced
by morphophonemic -e~ in the infinitive, past forms other than

masculine, and before the past passive participle formant 4on-.

mL\“

- b |
L11UDy -

r—

L 2 *

- Ia - - am o s Py
s'c’i, past n'ds, n'ésla, n'ds’i’i, past passive par-

poi
[(1N

ticiple (pri)n'ésteni. When stress shifts, of course, immedi-

ately pretonic -o- and -6~ are both replaced by /a/: present

’ N 4
n'asu, n'as'ef ete., but max8{ (moh-), past méh, mbhla etc.

C-root ¥erbs in /r/ have present stems of the shape (C)Cr-
in the present stem alternating with (C)Clor- in the infinitive
stem (morphophonemic -o- alternates as stated above): Thus

/ o . 4 S / Vé
clerc'i 'to rub' present tru, trés etc., past c'or, c'érla,

past passive participle (pra)c!érti.

In one verb 1'éx¥i 'to lie down!, morphophonemic -o- in
the infinitive stem l'oh- alternates with -a- in the present

stem 1'ah-: present tense 1'ahu, 1'a%a¥, etc.

Three roots ending in /iv/ (and their prefixed derivatives)
lose /v/ in the infinitive stem. These are Ziv- 'to live?,
piiv- *to swim', sliv 'to be reputed?:

${ct: %ivde® Tto live!

The root rost- 'to grow! loses [t/ in the infinitive stem:

rastlic': ras'c'{: past m. rds 'to grow!

(2) Vowel root verbs. Stem consists of a root of the shape
(c)cv.
mi- nict: mfjuc! 'to wash!?

hnii- hnt{c?: hn'ijlc? to rot!
cu- gdct: &djuc! "to hear!




33

In the verb m'éc' 'to have!, the infinitive stem m'e- alter-
nates with present stem ma-:
mide!: mdjuc! 'to have!
Root verbs showing alternation, infinitive stem C'iw present
stem C?j=-:
btict: b'jﬁé' 'to beat!?
(3) Root verbs showing alternation, infinitive stem (C)C + ta- e
present stem (C)CH~ (I standing for nasal consonant; C standing
for any C; if susceptible of palatalization, it is replaced by
its palatalized counterpart before /a/.
$4ct: Zmic' 'to press!
m'dc!: mnic! *fo erumple!
uztac': vdz'muc! 'to take!. 1In this verb, the root has
inserted /o/ with concomitant alternation fu-»¥v/ (before V) in
the present.
Verbs with the infinitive stem -n'a- have present stem -n'im-
(/a/ is replaced by /m/, inserted vowel [i/ occurs between the
two consonants, /n'/ remains palatalized before [i/) or alter~
natively -dim., after prefixes ending in consonant, but after
prefixes ending in vowel verbs with the infinitive stem -nfg~
have present stem -jm- (/a/ replaced by /m/, /n'/ replaced by
13).
padn'dc!: padn'imuc! or padimu fto raise!

nan'de': najmic! 'to rent!
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(4) sStable stemvowel verbs

(Stem consists of root, or root plus suffixes, plus stem vowel
“8= O =g=)
hul'de!: hul'éjuc' "to stroll!
z'el'an'ée!: z'el'an'éjuc! 'to be green!
(5) Vowel dropping verbs
(Stem consists of a root plus stem vowel or a root plus suffixes
plus stem vowel; stem vowel is dropped in present stem)
a-dropping verbs. In a number of these, the consonant before
dropped -a- undergoes J=change in the present stem. A smaller
nunber, with monosyllablic stems, inserts a vowel in the present
stem (when -a- is dropped).
brde!: blarfe! 1o take!
v'éjac!: v'éjuc! 1to wave!
zvdc!: zawnic! 'to call!
rézac': réfuc' 'to cut!
~V=-a=- dropping verbs. These drop both the vowel -3~ and the
preceding suffix ~v-. There are few of these; only the fol-
lowing verbs and their prefixed derivatives: ggzég' 'to give!,
-znavac’ 'to know', stavde' 'to place!, savdc! 'to put on!,
-tavac! 'to thaw’
davac!: dajde! 'to give!
-QV=8-u1-U- verbs. In these verbs, the suffix -ov- (usually
appearing as unstressed /av/; it appears stressed as /ov/ in

secondary imperfective derivatives such as perabuddvvac! 'to
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rebuild’e-perabudavdc') is replaced with -u- when -a- is dropped

in the present stem.
budavde!: budujuc! 'to build!

-0~ dropping verbs. In this small group of ve

} rbs -0~ is pre-
ceded by morphophonemic o plus /r/ or [1/. Cne verb (malde' *to
grind! ) replaces o by morphophonemic e in the present stem. /1/
is palatalized in the present stem.
barde!: bbéruc® 'to figh'!
malde?: m!'él'uc! 'to grind?
kalde!: kol'ue! !'to stab, prick!
-¢- dropping verb. This class consists only of one verb éand its
prefixed derivatives). /c!'/ undergoes J-change (to /&/) in the
present stem.
xactéc?: xééuc! 'to wish, want'
(6) Verbs with the suffix -nu-, wWhich loses -u~ in the present
stem.
vlarnie!': v'arnie! 'to return’
Some verbs of this type lose the suffix -nu- in some or all of
the infinitive stem forms other than the infinitive itself.
sbxnuc?: séxnuc? 'to dry', past sdx, séxla etec.
The following verbs have the nasal suffix (in its form -n-) in
the present stem only and lose it in all infinitive stem fomms.
stac': stdnuc? *to stand, become!?
3tde! 3'énuc' 'to put!

/ 4
streéct:strenuc?! 'to meet’
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kl'as'c'{: k1'ande! T'to curse' (This verb adds /s/ in

the infinitive, which is lost in the remaining infinitive stem

forms, e.g. past kl'av, kl'ald)

7.1.2 Conjugation II (all are vowel dropping verbs).

i~dropping: baran'{c!: bardn'ac’ 'to defend!
Preceding dropped -i- there is always a palatalized or
"hardened" consonant, or /j/.

e~dropping: vlarc'éc': v!érctac! ‘'to turn!

Preceding dropped -e- there is always a palatalized con-

sonant.

a~dropping: mavddc': mav&dc' 'to be silent!

Preceding dropped -a- there is always a “hardened! con-
sonant or /j/. There are two exceptions -- spdc' 'to sleep!
and _h&é_c_:_ ' 'to drive'. Hoth palatalize the consonant preced-
ing dropped -a- in the present stem and hndc’ (3.pl. pres. hdén'ac?)
has inserted /of in the present stem.
Productivity. Stabls stem-vowel verbs are productive, stable a-
verbs more so than stable e~ verbs; a-dropping -gv-s- verbs are

a highly productive class; nu- suffix verbs are likewise pro-

ductive. Of the second conjugation verbs, only i-dropping verbs
are productive.
%13 Irregular stem aiternation (all are conjugation I),

The a-dropping verb jexac' 'to ride'! has the infinitive

R Gk A oL
y
e & e e NP oy

stem jex-a-, present stem jed-

The root verb bic! 'to be' has the infinitive stem bi-
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cnd present stem bud- plus an anomalous preseat tense form jéglg'
Tthere is?.

The root verb is'c!'{ ‘to go' has the stem id=- in the pres-
ent stem and in the infinitive, ifo- in the masculine past and in
the past active participie and gerund, and ié- in the remaining
infinitive stem forms. Its prefixed derivatives replace /i/ by /3/
after prefix-final vowel,

7.2 The verb forms.
7.2.1 Present tense,

The present-tense endings consist (except for the first per-
son sg. where the ending is -u) of an ending vowel plus a final
element. The ending vowel is /e/ (which becomes [o/ before
"plain" consonant, if stressed) in 2.3.sg., l.2.pl. and fu/ in
5.pl. of the first conjugation, and /i/ in 2.3.sg., 1.2.p1l. and
/a/ in 3.pl. of the second conjugation. The final elements are:

l.pl. -m
2,52, =8 2.pl. «cle
3esg. and pl. -C!
In the first conjugation the third person final element -c! is
replaced by zero, except before the reflexive particle s'a. The
final element /c/ combined with the particle results in -cca.

The endings are accordingly:

I. II.
sg-l. -u
20 -eé "ié
| :
3. =8 f =ic?
pl.l. —emuwi-tom ! -in
2. =eclse f -icte

3. =uct ! ~ac!
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When endings are stressed, the second vowel of the bisyl-
labic 2.pl. ending is stressed, and the ending vowel [e/ of the
first syllable is automatically replaced by /a/. Likewise, when
endings are unstressed, ending vowel [e/ is replaced by [a/ aft-
er "hardened" consonants (cf. basic vowel alternation, 21).

Stem changes before the endings: Stem final consonant under-
goes J=change before l.sg. -u in secord conjugation. Velars un-
dergo J=change before ~ding vowel /e/ (and its replacement /of);
remaining "plain!" consonants are replaced by their palatalized
counterparts before this vowel.

7.2.2. Pressnt active participle and gerund.

The formation of the presant active participle parallels
the formation of thne present tense forms, particularly the 3.pl.
Thus, there is a fomative vowel (/u/ in conjugation I, /a/ in
conjugation II, just as in the 3.pl. pres.) followed by the
formative consonant /&/ (itself the J-change replacive for the
3.pl.pres. ending consonant [c!'/); taken togethere these consti-
tute the formant -ué- (conjugation I)w -at- (conjugation II).

The participle consists of the present stem plus the formant

plus the regular adjective endings:

3. sg.pres. pres.active part. (m.nom.)
ptiduct ptesuéi twriting!
pamij uc? panijudi fruling!
havdrac! havoradi t speaking!

The present gerund has the same formant (-uf- w-aé-) as




the present active participle, plus the adverb-forming suffix
~i. It has thus the same phonemic shape as the masculine
nominative of the present active participle.

These foms are made primarily or exclusively on the stems
of imperfective verbhs.

7.2.3 Present passive participle.

This form is little used and is formed on the stems of cerw
tain imperfective verbs only. The formant is ~om- (Rutomatically
replaced by -em- when unstressed following palatalized cone
sonant or /j/) in conjugation I and -im- in cornjugation I7.

This participle is formed on the present stem by addition of
the formant plus regular adjective endings:

infinitive pres.pass.part. (N.sg,m,)
budavide? budijemi built!
Sitdc? ditdjemi "road!
vidstety v'adémi 11led?
1tubtic! 1tub'fni "loved!

Verbs whirh drop ~Y=2- in the present tense, retain these ele~
ments in the present passive pariiciple: vidavde!, vidavfjwi
tissued?,

7.2.4 Imperative (second person foms).

formant: ' \N'i- (Before this formant, velars undergo J-
change and other consonants susceptible of palatalization une
dergo palatalization). The formant is «'ie if (a) the formant
is stressed, or the verb has the stressed prefix vi-, but is

59
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derived by prefixation from a simple verb with stressed formant,
or (b) the stem ends in a consonant cluster.
Endings: 2.sg. -p 2.pl. =c'le

Strege falls either upon the stem of the formant; the for-
mant is st_sssed, if the l.sg. present ending is stressed.

The iniperative is formed fram the present stem, except for
root verbs with a stem ending in /C?i/ which form it from the
infinitive stem. Thus: p'fc? 'to drink', p'f-guf, p'{-g-c'e.
The athematic verb jés'c! fto eat! (stem jed-) subjects the
stem=final consonant to the change /d %/ in the imperative:

168, iddele.

$itde? &itaju Sitajapap tread!
plact ptakd plade {f "bake!
brdc! blard blare {-f take!
ntésteti n'asd n'astef{~f ‘carry!
k'{nuc? k*4{nu k*{ntagad "throw?

There is alsc a 1,pl. imperative form, but statements in
the sources concerning its formation are confused are contradice
tory. The clearest, in Hurski, implies that, if the formant is
«f- the ending is -mo; if the formant is -i-~ in the other imper=
ative foms, it charges to -e~ in the l.pl. and adds the ending

-m. Thus, kin'ma; hul'dima; b'ardm, kup'dm

7.2.5 The infinii.ve.
The irfinitive is formed from the infinitive stem

by addition of the infinitive formant. The formant is

-c' (after vowels)w-c'i (after consonants except /h k/)

wn-& (after /h k/)., 3efore it /% & v/-»/s/ and. /k/->@.
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p'isdc! 'to write!

xaB'ic' 'to go!

kl8s'c'i  (stem: kiad-) 'to put'

n'éste'i 'to carry!'

p'atf (stem ptok-) 'to bake!

strix¥i (stem strih-) 'to shear!
7.2.6, The past tense.

The past tense cornsists of a stenm Plus formant plus
endings., The endings are the short adjective nominative
endines: m. -§, n. -0, f, -a, pl. -i. The formant
is -Pe~ey-n-l-~=1'-, /1/ occurs before n, -0 and f, -a,
/1'/ occurs before plural -i and /v/ occurs before m.

-, except when preceded by a consonant, in which case

it is replaced by -f-. Examples:
Eit4c? ptadi pltésteri
'to read! 'to bake! 'to plait!
m, Eit&-v.-g p'Sk-@-g pl'S-v=g
fie gitd-l-a pfak-1-4 pl'a-1-68
feo titd-l-a ptak-1-4 plta-l-4
pl., ¥it4-l'-i ptak-1'{ plta«T-{

Before the past formant (l-formant) stem final /t d/ are

lost; this rule takes effect before the masculine formant-

variants -v-~f are selected,

7.2.7 Past active partictiple and gerund,

vewel) ~-5- (after consonant),

te the infinitve sten,

The formant for these two forms is -v8- (after

The formant is attached




which loses stem-final [t d/ before this formant, as in the
past tense. The participle is made by attaching the regular
adjective endings after the formant; the gerund by attaching
the adverbial element -i. Accordingly, the gerund has the

same form as the masculine nominative of the participle:

inf. part.

viésteti viovsi Thaving lead!
sptac{ sp’él.céi 'having baked!?
praditde? praditavsi 'havirg read!

7.2.8 The past passive participle.

This participle is formed from the infinitive, except in
the case of secord conjugation verbs with stem-vowel -i-, which
form it from the present stem (ie. dropping -i-). The parti-
ciple consists of stem plus formant plus regular adjective end-
ings. The formant is -!'cn-wien-cr-t-. -'on- is gttached to
stems ending in consonants except /r/. Before it, stem=final
velar. undergo J-change, as do also all stem-final consonants
in second conjugation i-dropping verbs, while the remaining
stem-final consonants are palatalized. The vowel of ~fon=- is
then automatically replaced if unstressed by /e/ after palatal-
ized consonant (and /j/) and by /a/ after '"hardened" consonants.
-n- is attached to stems ending in /a/ and /e/ (excepting root
verbs where [a/ alternates with nasal consonant and root verbs
with /ef). -t- is attached to stems consisting of a root end-

ing in vowel, to stems with the suffix -nu- and to thoss ending

in /of.
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zb* eraxé{ 2b!sraforn. 'protected!?
raziraf¥{c? razhresl*dni '1ined?
kup'{c! kipltent "bought !
pasaltic! pasolteni 'salted?
pasaj tict pasé§ani 'seated?
raskazdc? raskazani 'tolid!?
padn'de! padn'ati ‘raised!
razmic! razmi:bi Ywashed!
sahnuc ! sahnuti 'bent !
viclerels Heterti 'rubbed out!

73 Irregularities,

7.3.1 The root verb b'éx¥i *to run' (stem: bleh-) is irregular
in that it has second conjugatior endings with J -change of stem-
final /h~%/ in all present tense forms except 1l.sg. and 3.pl.

7.3.2 The athematic verbs jés'c'i 'to eat!, ddc' 'to give!.

present
sg.l  jém ddm -m
2 jas*d das®{ -s¥i
3 jés'c' dastc! -c!
pl.l ja3'im (jamd) da3'4m (damd) ~iimn -mo

2  jastc'é (Jas'c'd) das'c'd (das'c?d) -cleuacto
3 jadue! dadic! ~ute!
The stems are jed-, dad-; fiial /d/—/s?'/ before elements
beginning with /c!/ and falls before elements beginning with any

other consonant; /d/ is palatalized to /3!/ before ending vowel




/i/. Ending stress where possible.
In remaining forms, jés'c'i has the stem jed- (past jév,
jéla, past active participle jévsi), except in the imperative

where the stem is jeZ- with stem stress: i6%, 3b%cte. die! has

the stem da- (with added /j/ in the imperative) in all other

forms: past dgv, dald, past act. part. ddvSi, imperative dij,

ddje'e.
7.4 The stress patterns of the verb.

Verbs, other than root wverbs, which in the infinitive
stress a non-dropping suffix or an element preceding a steme
suffix have fixed stress. Thus, sll verbs with stable stem-
vowel [af or [e/ have fixed stress, as do vowel dropping verbs,
wita stress on a syllable preceding the dropped stem vowel. (An
exception is E.'..é.?.' 'to sing', which stresses the stem vowel in
the infinitive stem forms and ending or formant in the present
stem forms).

Verbs, other than root verbs, stress the identical syllable
in the past tense and in the past active participle and gerund,
as in the infinitive. Verbs which stress a dropped stem vowel
(other than those with the uffix complex -ovea in the infinitive
sten) stress the ending in the l.sg. present tense and the formant
in the imperative. The ramaining forms of the present tense in
such verbs may then either stress the ending or, more usually,
shift stress one syllable forward onto the stem. The past passive
participle in such verbs stresses the stem syllable, if present

tense forms other than l.sg. stress the stem, and stresses tae
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formant (in 2.conj. i-dropping verbs) cr the non-stable stem
vowel (in other stem-vowel dropping verbs), if present tense

foms other than l.sg. retain the stress of l.sg. The present

passive ple always, and the pressnt active participlie
and gerund usually, stress their fomant, if present endings
other than l.sg. are stressed. However, some verbs which stress
present endings in forms other than l.sg. show a shift in the
present active participle and gerund —- a few shift stress one
syllable forward, while more shift stress tr the ending.

Verbs with -ovea~ in the infinitive stem. stress either
the -a- or a syllable preceding the suffix complex. If a pre-
ceding syllable is stressed, stress is, of course, fixed. If
~2= is stressed in the infinitive stem forms, the suffix vardant
-u~ will be stressed in the present stem forms.

All prefective verbs wilh the prefix vi- have fixed stress
on that prefix; otherwise, prefixes are not nomally stressed.

" Root verbs (other than those stressing vi-) stress, in the
infinitiv-. either the root, or in the case of some consonant
roc;t verbs, the formant. If the formant is stressed, the end-
ings will usually be stressed in the past and usually shifted
to the root in the past passive participle (exceptionally some
stress the fomant in this form). In the past active participle
and gerund, endings are never stressed; stress always falling on
the root {or prefix vi-). Root verbs which stress the root in

the infinitive retain this stress in all infinitive stem forms,




except that a small mmber of such verbs stress the endings of
the past. Most root verbs stress tﬁe ending (or formant, as
the case may be) in present stem forms. A very few of those
with stem stress in the infinitive stem forms, retain this
stress in the present stem forms. Very few root verbs as maxti
'to be able' and uzdd 'to take! have ending stress in 1.sg.pres.

and stem stress in the remaining present tense forms.

Examples:

inf, stam (vowel dropping verbs) (root verb)
inf. lavt{c! malée! budavac! ptaci
m.past. 1avtiv maldv budavav p'dk
f.past. lav'{la maldla buwdavéla ptakld

PePePe (z)1évliteni (z)mélati (ad)buwdavdni (pat) pedani

pres. stem

2.52. 15vtis m'élles budijes pladés
1.sg. lavitd mtalld budiju ptaki
imp. lavt{ m'alt{ budij ptad{

7.5 The reflexive forms.

The reflexive particle -s'a may be attached as a final ele-
ment to any verb form. Before the reflexive particle first sonju-
gation verbs show the final ending element /¢ (as in conjugation
TI), rather than @ which appea®s when no :aflexive particle ie
present. The basic shape of this particle is /s'a/, but attachwd
to any element ending in /¢’ (namely the infinitive, when its

fomant is -c¥, and the third person singular and plural, present
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tense) the sequence /c' + s'a/ is replaced by /cca/.

simple reflexive

n{ ju mijus'a 'T wash!
L . .

ni jem mi jemsta "we wash!
d . o

mije m{jecca 'he washest
d . .

mijuc! mijucca 'they wash!
£ot { ' '

mic micca to wash

Verb constructions.

=~}
[ ]
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Verb constructions are verb phrases which may appear in
the same syntactic slots as simple verb forms. The following
occur in Sielorussian:

7.6,1 Inperfectiva future construction
The present tense of p_‘:_._c_:? 'to be!, as auxiliary, plus the

infinitive of an imperfective verb: budu havarfc! 'I shall

talk,!
7.6.2 Conditional zonstruction

The l-form (past tense form) of the verb plus the enclitic
particle bi (after consonant)wb (after vowsl). Usually the
particle appears immediately after the verb form, but it may
appear after the first stressed element of the clause, particue
larly if it is a clause introducer such as kalli 1if?

hevarf¢- bi the would speak

prisla b 'she would come!

tréba dapamaxé{ jfm kab jan{ vikandl'i pldn

0fie must help them to fulfill the plan.!
If the subject in the subordinate clause is impersonal or
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the same as the subject of the main clause, the l-formm of the
verb may be replaced by the infinitive.

tréba nact{snuc? kab vikandc® pldn It is necessary

to make an effort to fulfill the plan.!

7.6.3 Optative construction

The optativs construction is used only in the first and
third persons. In the third person it consists of n'axdj,
u&f' plus the third person presaht (perfective or imperfective)
of the verb:

ntax{j n'e ubivdje 'let it not kill!

xafj 1tact{c!? 'may it fly!

x4j é'akafjuc' '1et them wait?
In the first person it conslists of the imperative form c_i_g._v_éj.
(rore rarely davéjc'e; g_a:i) plus the first person singular or

d.a’j ja pahl'a'ﬁﬁ '1et me haves& :._I.ook'
" davdj jas8€ paprdbuju 'Let my try once again!
davajc'e p6,j3'em 1let!s go!
davdj z®aml'dk paskérim krdk "®llow countryman, let us

hasten our pace.!




