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POINT OF VIEW

SOCIAL_STUDIES--SCIENCE AND HEALTH,
was developed for use with first year junior high school special curric-
ulum classes. In its new appreach to the presentation of social studies
to special curriculum students, it represented a fulfillment of a need
that had been felt for a number of years by those teachers who were

working in this curricular area.

During the five years that the Guide has been used, instruction
in social studies has been improved and enriched. The valuable expe-
riences that teachers have had in using the bulletin have resulted in
changes in organization and content. Although many of the materials
which were part of the 1959 edition have been retained in the present
bulletin, many new materials have been added.

Teachers of social studies--science and health are urged to read
the Guide carefully and to take constructive steps to implement the
bulletin in light of their individual teaching situations.

The Secondary, Vocational, and Adult Education Division is appre-
ciative of the spiendid work done by the staff members who have given
their time, advice, encouragement, and support to make this publication
possible.

Vernon S. Vavrina
Assistant Superintendent
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FOREWORD

This Guide has been developed in order that Special
Curriculum pupils may add to their knowledge and understanding
of the world in which they live. Tt is expected that teachers
will adapt the suggested learning experiences to meet the needs
of the community aud its changing pupil population.

There is no single approach to the learning needs of
pupils. Neighborhoods vary; home backgrounds are different;
the pupils and faculties ef each school have certain differences,
both individually and collectively. This Guide should, therefore,
be applied with flexibility so that the demands of individual
differences may bve met.

The activities suggested in this Guide are basic to a good
educational experience for all children. By their inclusien, it
is expected that the Special Curriculum progran will maintain
stability.

As with all Guides and all g00d programs, it is expeeted
that additions and deletions will be rade as result of periodie
re-evaluation ef our attenpts toward an sffective educatienal
experience for the Special Curriculun nupils

'.’/ [ f‘"‘(“ K 4 . -

et P S e af ot Y
Harrie M. Selznick !
Director of Special Fducation
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INTRODUCTORY STATEMENT

The Social Studies and Science-~Health areas for Junior High
School Special “Turriculum inelude seography, history, civies,
science, safety, health and occupational information. To be of
greatest value to the pupils, the program must take into account

the follewing factc:

Thaet the priwary diagnosis for these bupils, is one of mental

retardation.

That all pupils have been exposed to social studies either in
the regular grades or in special classes, from six to nine years,
That all pupils are from three or riore grades educationslly
retarded.
That fcr the majority of these supils Junior High School Special
Curriculum represents terminal education.
Examination oi' these facts in terus of the offerings in the
social studies area will lead us Lo the fcllowing conclusioas:

The offerings must be such that they will have real

life value and nesning for these adolescent boys and

girls.
The texts and assigmuents must be in accord with the
geaeral educational and mental levels of the group.

The offerings must point primerily teward home ang

family living; social adequacy; eivic responsibilities;

and occupational information. |
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The main ferces which affect curriculum centent and methed at the
Junier High Special Curriculum level are:

The present and ultimate needs of the pupils
The characteristics of the pupils

The ability levels of the pupils

Social realities

Value placed upen the democratic way of life
The rapid advances in science and technology

"

The needs of the pupils are appraised in part by these facts:

Junior High Special Curriculum represents terxminal
education for the majority

The age range of pupils {13.8-21)

he majority seek amployment upon leaving school
The majority marry at an early age

An exeminstion of thece four facts indicates that the needs eof these
pupils are best served if preparation for home and family living,
citizenship, and employitent are our points of emphases.

The characteristics and problems of the mentally retarded adolescent
will affect the teacher's planning, selection of instructional materials,
and classroom teaching. The boys end girls who are referred to the
Junior High School Special Curriculum classes have special needs wvhich
call for speciel wtreatment.

Mental retardation denotes arrested or iucomplete developument rather

than deterioration. It is basically a physical or constitutional defect.
lhe chief differences which you will note will probably be in reaction
time te given stimuli. The mentally retarded child will be slow to
respand and slow to learn. He often lacks sufficient drive and will find
long assignments irksome. He may show little ambition and evince very
meeger associative, adaptive, evaluative and organizing powers. He has

a limited attention span and finds it difficult and at tiuesimpossible

to attend to tasks, directions or conversation of leng duration.

Since his overall limitation appears to stem from less than normal
intelligence he lacks the ability to generalize or draw upon past
experiences to solve immediate problems. He also finds it difficult
te work with abstrackions and may be incapeble of logical thought.

His persenality deviations are as menifold as those of any group.

He is not necesgsarily defective in emotion or instinet, however, since
he can seldom discern the finer differences in varicus situations he is
eagily offended, frustrated, and is prone to over~aggressiveness or
over-~docility. In many ways, however, he does reflect the.stability
of his environment.

o T s




Physically he is more prone to illness and physical defects than.
the normal child and may lack the physical stamina usually associated
with children of his age groupe.

1
The mentally retarded pupils ability to adjust will be greatly
influenced by his personality. If he is emotionally unstable his
chances of making a satisfactory school adjustment are greatly
limited.

He is ef course limited in his choice of & wocation, although the
mentally retarded adolescent who is emotionally stable and has a
high degree of social competency will have a much better chance in
the world of work. Therefore the school must accept, as part and
parcel of its obligation to these children, the need for attention
to emotional and social needs as well as to academic and vocatlional
neegs.

The teacher must know her pupils and in really knowing them her
expectations as to their behavior, adjustment and progress will.be
realistic, and it is hoped attainable.

These pupils will range in intelligence from those with I.Q.'s
of 55 te those with I.Q.'s of 79 or 80. In ability to read the range
will be from a pre-primer level to a fifth or sixth grade level.

Since the Junior High School Special Curriculum will be terminal
for the majority of the pupils, attention must be given to the
areas of occupational informatien and guidance and to possible job
placement. The field of social studies plays a very important role

in this area. The gocod teacher will say first of all -"This is a
child-more like than unlike other children. This child because of

certain limitations needs special help if he is to make the most
of his potential. I, as his teacher, will not sell him short.

I will learn as much about him as I can and in knowing him I will
be able to help him."

We must consider social realities in planning the Social Studies
program for these pupils. Employment is competitive, therefore,
these pupils must be helped to compete in the labor market with
those fer more able. Economic competence is usually a requisite
for social and emotional adjustments therefore, they must be helped
to make the most of their capacities, however meager, and make their
contributions within the border lines of reality. Also, they will
be expected to keep within the law, function as citizens, and
maintain a home and ramily. dhese facts then are the real
foundations upon which the curriculum in Social Studies must

be built at this level.

These pupils as adults will be veting, tax paying citizens, and
will play their part in forming the over-all social structure

in our democracy. It is imperative that the school through the
Social Studies program provides for direct learning in this area.
These pupils must get an understanding, appreciation and love of
country; a working knowledge 3f the duties and responsibilities of
a citizen; practice in democratic and cooperative action; and first
hand experiences with people and things which make up their
eommunities. b




Since space missiles, rockets, jets and atomic powered submarines have
become realities, we must accept the responsibility for giving even the
mentelly retarded some information and understanding of space age
development. These pupils must get some basic understandings of the
universe; some knowledge of the discoveries in science and technology
which will exert increasing impact upon our way of life; some under-
standing of the possible benefits and dangers of these disgoveries;
and, some perspective regarding the changed patterns of living which
will result from man's rapid advances in science and technology.




BELIEFS

(Compiled by Professional Developument Workshop #522)

We believe that the Social Studies, Science-Health Program for these
pupils should contribute toward:

Developing Self-Realization

Providing opportunities which will help the pupil identify
and develop his abilities and interests

Helping him discover that he is an important member of society
and as such has a contribution to make

Providing opportunities for cooperative action

Developing Effective Human Relationships

Leading the pupils to understand the similarities among peoples

Providing opportunities for pupils to meet and work with
pupils from schools other than their owm

Promoting an understanding of the inter-dependence of man

Studying the great works of men and women of all races,
creeds, and national origins

Providing opportunities for group cooperation within the class,
the school and the community

Developing the ability to plen and execute social activities
which will foster good relationships in the home, school and
community

Developing Economic Efficiency

Providing detailed information and instruction in the area

of occupational information which will aid in self-evaluation in
reference to job holding

(Inculcating desirable attitudes toward all honest work)

Studying the cantributions to daily living of work at all
levels

Increasing Knowledge and Skill

Offering a program of instruction which is geared to the
abilities and interests of the pupils served

Providing harmonious, enjoyable opportunities for worth-while
experieneces as expressed (in part) by the interests of
the pupils




Planning for the use of all media known to be valuable in teaching
in the area

Developing Acceptable Attitudes

¢ Presenting all materials without bias
Offering opportunities for ecritical evaluation of material

* Providing situations which lead to discussion and practice of
desirable attitudes

Fostering a climete in the classroom which will engender
those attitudes which are held to be worthwhile in a democracy

Giving the pupils opportunities to plan, with the teacher, units
of instruction which point up acceptable attitudes toward people,
places, governments, work, and home and family living

Developing Civie Responsibility

Presenting subject matter which will give a background for
Y understanding and appreciating the responsibilities and
privileges of the citizen

Providing opportunities for ¢ivic service in the classroom,
the school and the community

Developing an understanding and appreciation of the Demseratic
Way of Life

0ffering in “he curriculum a thorough study of American History
with emphasis placed upon:

Ideals upon which our natien is founded

The sacrifice of nillions who make our nation endure

The lives of the men and wcmen, great and small, living
and dead, who worked to bring about a nation "founded
in liberty"

T~e structure of American government

Insuring -~ democratic atmosphere within the elassrocm and the
school

Developing en understanding of the Importance of Good Health

Holping pupils to understand how the body works and the
need to keep it in good working order

Helping pupils to understand how the body is nourished
and to identify the foods which yield the necessary nutrients

Developing understanding of the role of the community in
providing facilities for prevention, control, and treatment
of communicable diseases and mental health

Teaching pupils the value of community health services and
how to secure them

Te




Develeping some understanding of Science and How it Affects
Man's Life.

Helping pupils to understand the nature of living things and the
need for preservation of some species and the need to protect
ourselves from others

Helping pupils understand changes in the earth's atmosphere
in order to make necessary adjustments to climate and weather

Helping pupils to understand the forces of nature that preduce

the energy, sound, light and electricity essential for cemmunication,
transportation, and industry.

Promoting Safety

Developing an attitude ef respect £fOr laws regulating safety
in school and community

Developing an eppreciation of the role of the cemmunity in

providing agencies to control garbage and trash disposal,
5 water and air pollution, building codes, street lighting,

maintenance of streets and highways, and fire hazards

Helping pupils to understand the dangers of fire, gas and
electricity in order to make living : ifer in hame, schoel
e and cemmunity




SUGGESTED PROCEDURES FOR TEACHING SOCIAL STUDIES

( JUNIOR HIGH SPECIAL CURRICULUM)

BEFORE starting a new unit the following steps should be taken:

L]

Read the entire unit and take note of the parts you wish to
expand.

* Collect pictures and other aids related to unit.

Check texts and supplementary reading material for content
related to unit.

LESSON 1

Introduce the new unit through discuscion of pictures, objects
filustrips or bulletin board. Speakers may sometimes be used.

Introduce some of the specific vocabulary through yaur discussion,
and list on the board.

Add to this vocabulary list in subsequent lessons. Try to present
words in context whenever pessible. The vocabulary list will be
transferred from the board to a chart and will be used frequently.
Since the vocabulary list should become a part of the pupils

14 speaking-meaning vocabulary, the following are suggestions for
developing and maintaining meaning of words on the list as you
proceed through the unit.

Matching
word with meaning
meaning wich word

pictures with word
word with pictures

Filling blanks with proper words

Findingﬁsentences in contemt which contain wards

True-False sentences containing meaning of words

Writing own sentences using words. (advanced groups)

Acting out action words

Explore pupils' knowledge concerning the unit and list pertinent
statements on the hoard under "What We Know."

Discuss unit with class in terms of any questions they may have and
list on board under "What We Would Like To Find Out." Use pictures
or other aids to stimulate the classz.

Je
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Have these read by class and have them decide which question
should be studied first, secomd, third, stc.

Discuse sources to be used in getting answerse

Review vocabulary and main points discussed as a summary.

Have pupils copy vords and questions in note books.
LESSCN II

Recall previous lesson and peview vocabulary chart. (See
Suggestions in ILesson I))

Present content which will help in answering first "what We
Want te find out" question..

Content can be presented in one of & number of ways
Paragraphs en board
Paragraphs (ditte sheets)
Material from text - magazine, etc.
Paragraphs developed through "Experience Chart Methcds".
(See Special Curriculum -Ianguege Arts Guide -Revised
Edition)
Add specific vocabulary, found in content, to vocabulary chart.
Provide for a check on cemprehension after study of content.
Hawve pupils summarize-
For advanced classes have pupils eutline in notebooks
coatent presented. Teacher may need te have emtire
clase particinate and write outline on beard until pupils

understand simple outlines.

LESSON III

Recall previous learnings.

Check understanding of specific vocabulary.

Present content (pee Lesson II)

Introduce pupils to a continuing type of activity related to the unit.
Serap book
Picture Bictionary

Megazine cut-outs, with pupil writing captien or a paragraph,etc.

10.




Pupils may be allowed to work on projects whenever

teacher feels that such work is appropriate.

Office Staff-Junior High
February 1964

Note

The Sectien, "Suggested Procedures" has been organized into
three lessons, however, with pupils of very low ability these
same procedures may require more than three lessons.

11.




I.

II.

Helps for the Teacher in Planning Supplementary Units

Simple steps in planning a unit

A.

B.

C.

D.

E.
F.

G.

H.

Select a topic which is appropriate for the interest,
ability, ang ages of the pupils.

Collect instructional materials to be used for:
l. Teacher reference

2. Pupil reference

3. Visual Aids

Explore school and community resources which eould
be used in teaching the unit.

Set up basic generalizetioms and understandings to be
developed.

Make & detailed outline of content to be coverecd.
List specific vocabulary to be introduced.

List activities for pupils which may be used in
connectlin with the teaching of the unit.

Select appropriate ways of initiating the unit.
1. Bulletin board displays
2. Pupil experiences
3¢ Pictures, films, filmstrips and recordings
L. Stories
5. Discussions
6. Field Trips
T. Objects
8

o Audio~visuael aids

Teaching the unit

A.

B.

Introduce the unit to the class.
Encourage pupils to ask questions and set problems which
will relate to unit;
. Supplement pupils' questions and problems
Plan a variety of lessons following outline of centent

vhich will enable pupils to answer their questions and
s0lve their problens.

(See pages 20-2)% -"Types of Lessons") 12.
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E.

III.

A.

Have pupils summarize their learnings.

Use of bulletin boards, slides, scrapbooks, posters, art
work, dramatization, and simple reports are suggested as
interesting activities for the culmination of the unit.

Evaluating the Unit

Give a written or oral check

Have

1.

2.

3.

pupile answer these questions:

Are we able to answer the questions we listed at
the beginning of the uait?

How did we find the answers?
Why was this topic a good one to study?

What did we like best apout the topic?




EFFICTIVE PLANNING ACTIVITIES

There are very few teachers, who do not make provieions for
some group planning activities. However, the following records
of classroom experiences may suggest further possibilities for
extending this program, thus making shared plenning a dominant
note in the life of the classroom. This suggested program of
action will provide an effective tool for classroom teachers
to use as a daily, weekly, or monthly guide.

To make permanent records of these planning activities,
primary chart paper may be used. The chart mey be displayed
in a prominent place in the classroom making it easy for
referral. This is an excellent technique for evaluation purposes
for teacher and pupils.

Through skillful questioning and discussion the teacher may

lead the pupils to develop a program similar to the following:

k.




1.

2e

10.

12,

13.
b,
15.
16.
17,
18.
19.
20.
2l.

OUR SEMESTER PILAN
or
OUR SEMESTER GOAILS

Select units on topics of interest
Study weather conditions
Keep informed concerning "Space' activities
Have news reports
Bring in interesting objects, items, etc.
Set up an aquarium
Have a Science Corner
Decorate bulletins
Have art work based on class activities
Teke trips

See films and television programs

Learn to use reference books
Report on lives of interesting people

Study about holidayc and special days

Work with school projects (Red Cross, Goodvill Drives, etc.)
Plan parties

Have plays

Keep recordd ol our activities

Select specilal helvers

Do simple experiments

Practice good school citizenship

§
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1.

9.
10.
11.

1z2.

OUR MONTHLY PLAN

FEBRUARY

Practice habits of good citizenship
(2) in the classroom
(b) in the: eafeteria
(e) in the halls
(d) in assemblies
(e) in the community
Select class helperr (books, plants, etc.)
Report on weather conditions
Make special room decorations
Select a committee to set up an aquarium
Plan a unit on "Brotherhood"
Study famous people born in February
George Washingten
Abraham Lincoln
Frederick Douglass
Thomas Edison
Draw pictures of famous people of February
Show films related to our unit
Watch television listings for special science programs
Make secrapbooks of our work

Plan a summary of our unit

At the end of the month, check items completed for activities

to be carried over to the next month. Include in next month's

Plans any items of interest which might have developed as an

outgrowth of February's plans.

16.
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10.

11.

QUR MONTHILY PLAN

MARCH

Be good citizens
(2) Keep out of treuble during spring vacation
(b) Practice habits of neatness and cleanliness
Have news and weather reparts
Change our bulletins and room decorations
Make & chart of signs e spring
Study famous people born in March ..’

St. Patrick
Andrew Jackson

Plan a unit on "Baltimore,of Yesterday and Today"

See films and filmstrips of Baltimore

Plan a bus trip o see interesting things in Baltimore
Plan group swmmaries

Draw pictures and make booklets on our work

Check over our notebooks

These plans are based on social studies, science and
health activities.

Similar plans may be developed for each month of the
school year,

17.




gzges ¢f lessons

The experienced teacher is able to teach in a variety of ways.

She knows that teaching day after day using the same general method

can be boring to the pupils and to herself. As a refresher for the
experienced teacher and as a definite help for the new and beginning
teacher, there are listed below, ten types of lessons which are used in
effective teaching. The majority of lessons that aré taught will usually
be a combination of two or more types.

1. Orientation - backgweund - intpoduction - initiation

All of the above terms mean approximately the same.

This type of lesson is used at the beginning of a unit

or at the beginning of a new topic within the unit and
briefly at the beginning of many lessons. This type of
lesson gives the teabher an epportunity to develop pupil
interest in the topic, provide background information and
material, explore pupils' knovledge, introduce specific
vocabulary, secure pupil questions and problems for

further study, and make use of maps, globes, pictures,
charts, etc. as aids to heighten interest and understanding.

2. Develspmental

The developmental lesson is one in which the teacher seeks to
bring understandipg to her pupils by leading them to the
satisfactory explanation of a problem. She may start with a
definite premise or generalization and have them explore
facts and knowledge which bear out the generalization. On
the other hand, she may have pupils read and discuss certain
facts and informatiwn and have them discover that they have

arrived at a basic concept or generalization.

18.




To put the above in a different way, let us say that the teacher goes
from the general to the specific or from the specific to the general,

¢ It has been said that developmental teaching is teaching in its highest
form.

. 3. Teacher-directed study and/or practice or
Teacher-supervised study and/or practice

This type of lesson lends itself well to both new material and to material

which has been discussed or presented in a previous lesson., In a lesson

of this type, the teacher is a source of reference and help. Good habits

of work and study, the ability to understand and carry out assignments

with a minimum help, use of the dictionary and encyclopedia, use of supplemen-

tary texts and work on individual assignments for the more advanced pupils,

are all a part of a lesson of this type. Needless to say, the lesson must

have purpose and be a sequential part of the unit being studied.

- 4, Independent study and practice
In this type of lesson, the subject matter and assignments must be thoroughly
understood by the group, as they must work independently. The teacher will,
in all probability, be working with another group. This type of lesson lends
itself well to written checks on comprehension, review and practice of skills.

5. QOral discussion-socialized recitation

This type of lesson will be used in connection with many other types of
lessons, however, an entire lesson of this type must be planned for as
carefully as any other type of lesson. In its best use, the pupils carry on
a discussion among themselves, a chairman, group leader, or moderator taking

charge. The teacher acts as a guide and helps to steer the discussion toward

S, P I
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definite learnings. .Thesmaterialsbest suited for this type
of lesson is material that has been studied, problems which
need to be worked out and controversial issues to be discussed,

etec. This type of lesson can constitute a good review.

6. Drill

- The drill lesson may not be used as frequently in the social
studies areas as in the area of arithmetic or spelling.
However, there are times when drill is not only needed in
social studies, but can be fun and make learning easier.
In map work, drills can be given on direction, location and
recognition of land and water forms, cities, states, countries,

'nations, ete. Drill should move along at & fairly rapid pace.

* fhe time devoted to drills should be short, and the perieds
frequent.

- 7. The Review Lesson
¥rom time to time, a review of material studied is necessary
in order t9 assess pupil growth and to ascertain next steps.
The review legson will ususlly come at & logical place in the
sequence of the unit or topic and, of course, at the end. The
review lesson can be either written or oral, or a combination
of both. The pupils may work independently or under the direction
of the teacher.

> 8. The Appreciation Lesson -

Appreciation for the cuntributions and cultures or other countries

and peoples should be an integrel part of all teaching. Frem time
to time, a teacher may wish to devote an entire lesson to the
appreciation of painting,music, sculpture or inventions, etc. of

a certain country. When this is the sole purpose, then tiae lesson

may well be cunsidered an appreciation lesson. An appreciation  20.
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lesson sheuld develop an understanding ©f the people and country

reking the contribution as well as an understanding of the
contributkon itself. To make such a lesson worthwhile, the
teacher should have a store of background information concerning

the subject being introduced and should provide acceptable

.y

audie-visual material.

The Audio=-Visual Iesson

Audie-Visual aids will be used in lessons of all types, however,
there are times when an entire lesson will be devoted te films,
filmetrips, pictures, objects cr T. V. prégrama. Plan carefully
for this type of lessén. All films and filmstrips should be
previewved by the teécher before use with pupils. Be sure that
the aid suits the immediate situation, and befere and after
viewing, discuss and tie~in the aid with the subject matter
being studied. For slower children, it is oftten wise to list

en the board the parts te be emphasized. If necessary the aid
may be used & second time te insure better understanding and

clear up eny specific points.

Culmination ILesson

Just es a unit is initiated or infiroduced, so it must be
culminated. The culmination lesson at its best, represents

the main learnings of the unit as shown by the class in the form
¢f reports, pictures, dramatics, panel discussions, quizzes,
newspapers, parties, etc. The main criterion being "Does

the culmination lesson presented by phe pupils, show that learning
and desirable habits and attitudes have been forwarded?" By and

large, the ‘culmination lesson should not involve lengthy preparation

nor should it attempt an elaborate.display. It should be & nabural

21,




outgrowth of the work carried on during the unit and should
represent a summing up of what has been learned. When the help
of other departments such as music, art or physical education

is needed, a real opportunity for good correlation is presented.
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Evaluation

In evaluating & pupil's progress in Social Studies, Science and
Health the teacher will probably wish to assess his grewth in two
wajer areas, knowledge and skills and habits and attitudes. The first
area will lend itself to a more ebjective evaluatien than the second.
The teacher will be able to check regularly and frequently en the
pupil's knowledge and understanding of what is being studied and on
his skill in using & variety of materials of instructien. In the
area of hebits and attitudes, the teacher must rely mainly upon his
own observation of the pupil as he werks and plays with his classmates.
(The pupil should have shown improvement in his relationships with
others in his attitudes toward scheol and work.) Anecdotal records
will prove of great help to the teacher in studying, helping, and
evaluating a pupil in this arei. Some of the pupils will meke very
noticeable geins in all of the areas listed abeve and some will show
slight but satisfactory gains.

At the end of the first year in Special Curriculum the pupil
should have a better knowledge and understanding of the following:

1. The privileges and responsibilities ef family,sshaol
and community living

2. The privileges and responsibilities of living in a demecracy
3. The basic rules for healthful living

4. The care ¢f food, clothing and the home

5. Wise consumer buying

6. Care of the body

7. Health and Safety

8. Baltimore City since its founding

9. Baltimore City's part in national events

23
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11.
12.

130

1k,
15.
16.,

The educational, religious, recreationsl, cultural and
vocaticnal opportunities offered in Baltimore City

How and where to look for suitable employment
Use of maps, globes, and charts

Facts about air, water, soil, plants, animals, energy,
nagnets, climate, reptiles, etc.

Transportation's rcle in everyday living
Holidays and special days

Current events

2}4'0




CURRENT EVENTS
( 1st., 2nd., and 3rd. year)

Current events constitute an important part ef any secial studies
progrem. Especially is this true when the program represents terminal
education for the retarded adolescent. Quite often their opiniens and
attitudes toward local,national, and inter-national happenings are
either non-existent or exist only in terms of matters which have closely
. affected their families.

The problem facing the school is to create an interest in current
happenings, which will leed the pupils to read sections oflthe newspaper
in addition to those devoted to sports and comics; listen to programs
on radio in addition to those of mystery and the old west and look at
television progrems in addition to those concerned with murder, the
winning of prizes and carteons. The school must seek te have the boy
and girl aware that there are at least two sides to most issues and that
they must try to think abeut all they read, hear and see and then form

o optnions. Easy? No! Worth attempting even with slow pupils? Yes!

Time can be taken frow the regular social studies lesson to
discuss importent or unusual news, however, the best method of getting
pupil participation is to set a pericd aside each week for current
events. A box marked Current Events may be kept in the classroom.
Pupils drop initialed clippimgs from newspapers, newspapers, magazines,
etc. into this box during the week. The teacher will screen all
clippings as to importance and suitability prior to the social studies

. lesson. (This offers the opportunity to cut down on the number of fires
and murders and actéidents which usually eppear.) The teacher may then

1list on the boerd local, National, International, Human Interest., Sports

etc. and as pupils read and discuss clippings they are encouraged to
write the title or caption of their clippings under the proper heading.
A number of graded periodicals are availeble in the schools for

use in current events. 25.
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