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DESCRIFTORS~ CHILDHCOD ATTITUDES, #*NURSERY SCHOOLS, #BEHAVICR
CHANGE , *MARITAL INSTABILITY, *PRESCHOOL CHILDREN, MALES,
FEMALES, RESEARCH,

THE BEHAVIOR OF 16 CHILDREN THREE TO FIVE YEARS OLD AT
THE TIME THEIR FARENTS WERE BEING SEFARATED AND DIVORCED WAS
OBSERVED IN A FRIVATE, INDEFENDENT NURSERY SCHOOL. OBJECTIVES
OF THE STUDY WERE TO DISCOVER--(1) IF THE DIVORCE FERICD IS A
TIME OF SIGNIFICANT STRESS FOR THE CHILDREN, (2) HOW THE
DIVORCE AFFECTS THE BEHAVIOR OF CHILDREN, (3) HCOW THE CHILD
ADAFTS HIMSELF TO THE SITUATION, AND (4) HOW THE SCHOCL CAN
ASSIST THE CHILD TO COFE WITH STRESSES IN THIS FERIOD. DATA
WAS OBTAINED FROM THE WEEKLY ANECDOTAL RECORDS OF TEACHERS
WHICH CONTAINED OBSERVATIONS OF THE CHILDREN'S FERSONALITY
CHARACTERISTICS, FLAY, AND FEER RELATIONSHIFS. AFTER
ANALYSIS, THE CHILDREN WERE DIVIDED INTC FOUR GRCOUFS--THE
UNCHANGED, THE SAD AND ANGRY, THE LOST AND DETACHED, AND THE
PSEUDO-ADULT. CHARACTERISTICS OF EACH GROUF ARE DISCUSSED. IN
GENERAL, DIVORCE HAS A SERIOUS IMFACT AND REFRESENTS A MAJOR
CRISIS. REGRESSIVE BEHAVIOR WAS FOLLOWED BY RESTORATION OF
FREVIOUS SKILLS. BOYS SEEMED MORE VULNERABLE THAN GIRLS, AND
DEMONSTRATED MCRE DRAMATIC BEHAVIOR CHANGES. IT IS IMFORTANT
TO IDENTIFY AND WORK WITH CHILDREN AT THIS TIME FOR
FREVENTIVE PURFOSES. THE MENTAL HEALTH CONSULTANT MAY
COORDINATE FREVENTIVE WORK BETWEEN THE SCHOOL AND HOME TO
HELFP THE CHILD. THIS FAFER WAS FRESENTED AT THE 44TH ANNUAL
MEETING OF THE AMERICAN ORTHOFSYCHIATRIC ASSCOCIATICON,
WASHINGTON, D.C., MARCH, 1967. (SK)
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THIS DOCUMENT HAS BEEN REPRODUCED EXACTLY AS RECEIVED FROM TH
PERSON OR ORGANIZATION ORIGINATING IT. POINTS OF VIEW OR OPINIC
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