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AN INDIVIDUAL MAY RESPIND TO A BICULTURAL ENVIRCNMENT IN
A VARIETY OF VIAYS RANGING FRCM TOTAL REJECTION <F WESTERN
VALUES, OR FASSIVE WITHDRAWAL FROM EITHER CUL(URAL SVSTEM, TO
CREATIVE FARTICIFATION IN BOTH CULTURES. TO CETERMINE WHAT
EARLY SCCIALIZATICON EXFERIENCES MIGHT RESULT IM AN
INDIVIBUAL'S SUCCESSFUL, CREATIVE ADJUSTHENT TO A BICULTURAL
ENVIRINMENT, DETAILEC DATA HAVE BEEN GATHERED <N CNE
FARTICULARLY WELL-ADAFTED, BICULTURAL KWARIUTL INDIAN. TAFED
INTERVIEWS, COSERVATION, STANDARD INTELLIGENCE AND
FSYCHOLOGICAL TESTS, AND A CROSS-CULTURAL VALUE CRIENTATICN
QUESTICNNAIRE, AMING OTHER RESEARCH TECHNIQUES, REVEALED THAT
THE FOLLOWING FACTORS HAD AFFECTED THE SUBJECT'S SUCCESSFUL
INTERNALTZATION OF BOTH WESTERN AND INDIAN VALUES--(1)
BECAUSE CF HIS FAMILY BACKGRIUND THE SUSJECT WAS SFECIFICALLY
TRAINED FOR A LEACERSHIFP ROLE IN KWARIUTL SOCIETY AND THUS
CEVELCFED THE CONFICENT SENSE CF INCIAN ICENTITY MNECESSARY
FORR HIS BICULTURALISM, (2) THE SUBJECT HAD GOTH INDIAN AND
WESTERN-ORIENTEY MIDELS WITH WHIM HE COULD ICENTIFY, (3) HE
RECEIVEDC SFECIAL ATTENTION AND RESFECT FRCM THESE MODELS AND
THUS DEVELCFED A STRING EGD, (4) WITH THE HELF CF HIS INCIAN
SCHODL TEACHER HE WAS TAUGHT TO ACTIVELY CCNSIDER THE
DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE TwW2 CULTURES, AND (5) FREQUENT S2CIAL
ISCLATION FROM HIS PEERS WHEN HE WAS YIUNG ALLCWED THE
SUBJECT MORE FREEDOM FROM PAST TRADITION THAN HE WIULC HAVE
HAD IF HE HAD PLAYED WITH OTHER TRIBAL CHILDREN, AND MIRE
CPFPORTUNITY T CHOOSE WHICH CULTURE HE WOULD FOLLCW IN
FARTICULAR SITUATICNS. (LB)
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Host gtulies of sociclization concentrate upon those factors which in-
sivsnce the individeal's ability to adjust to a particuiar soecloculiural system.

thws, soclalization has come 40 woan "the process by woich persons acquire the

kaoyleldse, ssills, and dispositions whods moke ther more or less abio wembers
of thelr socirty” (Brim 12656:3). Thls process Das been stodied in small non-

vasuern socletier 28 well as the more hsterogeneous industrial. sceieties of
the West. Ia both types of socictles thy individual ecores to share a cormon

1.

sut of values, belief's, and bhebavior potierns with the obhar nembers of his

seeiety. A very widespread sitvetion has developed in tho world where redi-
cally differert culturel gystere have coue inte intensive contact. This bos
esuliced in a awiticwltural envircomeat £or which the individual is not well
ceguipped by scelalizution within a single sceieby. Bvidence of this inadequate
preparation woy b2 szen Drom the facs thet renid culture change and the conflicd

culvures often leads $o soeclel and personal dissrganizasion. A leading

aathropologist hus spoken of many non-western socizshies in this situation as

"Feiribalized" wich ceritain characterisiics:
A sterenstype arcse of the deprived mon who in his Jeprivation merely
svrned inward $o his memories of an older culvure, or backward to decpair.
Such o wan, 3t vas said, was detrikalized--he hod bheen rcbbed of his own
values ond is own eulbure bhut Fe Lxd beea given nothing 4o hake its pizce
’Lonunn on lg53:393).
The respnunses to the iutensive coutzehb between differant societies are
notrally wmore varied than bBhals. Flve diflevent typen off responses may be

do2linzated. Some individuals cling rowe benaciosusly o the pative culture,

» L]

rejecting all e most of the ways of the Uest. O

.

ners raspond by rejecting

C"

uoun enltures @ creating a new systen of Belia®s and valies which often have

feund exprescion in veligious culte. The Payobe end Shiker religions of %he

Americon Indlane end the Corgo Culits of Melanesia ore examnles of this type
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ol response {Lauternurd 1663). 2 thilrd )

reject their native culbwre and become as

cultuee.

year nove off tholr rescyrvzblons aud are

FA

o
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The fowrth typz of responsz, and moss

Aneng the Nootihh Averican Indinns

S

vpe of response is seen in those who

similated o the values of Western

there i5 a smell minority who cach

aseimilatad into the larger population.
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espread anong Horth Awericon Indians,

ig to remain suspended belbwsen the “wo cultuvral systomns. 280 w.  “wbional

indivridvals seei 19 be wanle $o intemaslize the valuss of elther cuivee

swificiently to provide Jor sitable behavior patterns. Thay respona to culture

conflict by escoping thiovsh excessive drinking and passive withdrayml. Yhey

are ckaracterized Ly a high degree of ouaxiely, personality disorganization, and

50

live in a disorganized social envirenment {Spindler 1957).

The {1 rasponse, often overleoked by coclial scientists, is ree-

nzl. type of x

i"
.

sented by those vwho creatively ard suecessfully sdjust to the amluiculiural

*.
l‘}l‘\

EXTd

envivennent and the culiare corflici which us 3. Huch individuals

usvally resuit

situatic

seen o ris? abore Lheiy cn by meoans of a special form of adapbations

whey beceome biculbural. They lesrn o rariiecipate 1a twe or more culiural

1

bove

sysbems as - game time, movipg hac. arnd forth bewween 4ia2m. Bohannon states,

Responie o the impaet situation hos led o “he development of exceptionat
hu“an belinpss reoﬁle with aa exbranrdinarily vide range of cultwral capa-~
bility. I% 15 a renmarkeble achievement that an African can one day par~
tlicipate with full commitment in a ritual, the next day step into a heli-
copter and go campaignips for vohes, whe next day boarc a plane Lo London
or Paris and hold o successful conferznce there with representstives from
wany couvabries and culiuvres, ond the aext day D1y to New York 4o manipulaie
International tensions in an sppesrance at the United Nations. All with
the eare and csswrance that cones with knowledge (Boharnon 1963:397).

This type of vesponze is highly adapiive Lo the reclities of culfure conflict.

I a worid where th:2 inbenslve contact bebween different culitural systems

acrcasingly becomiing the a0rm, bicuvltwral incividuals are required. Their

1w

sk is not ecirmply 4o leara a new culbure, bub 4o learn how to live ia two




redically differeat cultures at the sane hime. Some of the skills for such

an adjustuent ave prooably acinived duriag socialization experiences. An im-
portant res2arch task is to discover those 2arly experiences walch contributcd
1o .he ability of suech inlividuzls to become biculiuvral. This paper represents
an exploratory recearch of this vy,

The reprosentative case method wos cmpioyed in this study for several
reasons (Shonts 1665). Ths limited mvwbor of biculvural. individusls made a
Jarge sampl: difficuit to obbaln. Iack of previous stbwiles suggested that an
intensive cage stvdy to identify verichlas Jor further research would ke
sbrategic. Pinally. tin difficuities inherent in cross-~culbural personality
vosearch male this cpproach the mest rsiiable. This weoshed reguices ab least
snoes things: {a) the stogenerns of a »roblex in theoretical terms, (b) the
selection of a single case in terrms of his representativeness with respect
o he problen. and {e) the ecollection and amalysis of a large amount of datae

"

collected by differont wachniguen. 3iace the problen his alresdy been skeicehed,
it remains fo indicate thn raunwrageatasiveness 9F the nuojeet sclecied, how the
data were cilloected, and & suanary of ohe najor findiags.

For 4hi
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represensative cooe was an individual who freg clearly
hicultural. Tn 198l an infensive study was bezun on o Fifty-itwo yesr old
Kuckivel Tedici of Eritisk Colambia. This group was maxe famceuns in anthro-

polezical Mitorature by Rubh Hoaedich's book, Pabbterns of Culbure (1934).

They come iato intensive contacs with che West o little over 10U years age.
In 1835 the vopulat.on was over 10,000 but this has been veduced to about

h,000 Indiaas. Most of bhem 1live on reservasions vhich have been set up at

oy

the sites o7 their tradivional ville- g

3. Tho Pollowing brief summary indicat

O

that the =usject is o bBleunlbtaeal individaal. He wae qwaeried in both an Indlon

2erenony ol tne aAnglicun chuwen ag Sh2 o530 oF 13 4o a girl chosen by his family.
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Buring hic 20 he was initiated into the Kwakiubl Camnibal Society in an
involved ten-iday cerscrony. Abouws the same time he was confirmed in the

Anglicon church. Hz participated in the traditionel potlotches where large

swrs of money were glven away and at the same time gathered enough capitbal

to be ore of the filrst Irdians o own his ovm large comanereial fishing boav.

H2 u2lde many nich-rarkirg positions in the Kwakiubl btribal sysiem. Alsw, e
was the first clocted chief among the Krakiutl and has many leadershin roles
wilch involve Whilte socicty. In recent years he dwilt his own modern home
which includes o feeezor and an egpensive t2levision set. He was alse respon-
sible Por building o large tradibional comavalty house conmlete with tobem poles
and a firve in the conter. Ie leals many of the Kwakiusl ceremonies in this
house. e has Leen licensad as o lay xoader in the Anglican church and often
praachas on Sunfey worning. At the same tilme he knows the myths of his native
culbure and holds she treditional belief about reincarnation. In 1964 he flew
o Ottawa ©o neet with represontatives of the Fedeoral goverament end redturned
acme 4o pud on o large potlatceh whers e gove sevrral hundred dollars away in
casgh., He wes responsible in 1585 Per excabing a new biraclal commitlee to deal
wibth Juvenils delinquency and in Shat ssme year he starited a nabive crgaazizaticon

b}

5o make and sell the arts and ecralis of hils people. His warvieipation in two

) -

gorsbems e hased on a olrong egriiomant o hoth ways of life. He has internalized

the vainaes of bobh societies and is <learly a biculbural Indian.
& lapge smount of deta has poen eoliected over ¢ ftwo and one-half year
pericd throvgh intensive intervievs, oicexrvabtion, and othcer means. An ex-

5

tensive auitchiograpky was gathered by reens of tape recorced interviews which

Hotals nearly 500 typzwritien pages. The subject was ¢bserved in his natural




emvironment which included his home, his Tishing boat, Indlan ceremonies, and
in many different roles relatel to both societles. Information was gathered
by means of several standard intelligence tests, the Rorschach, the TAT, a
sentence completion tost, self-identity test, crcss-cultural value orientation
questionnaire, and a number of struciured lnterviews. Tinally, intervieus
vere heid with Tndian end White individunls who were well acquainted wvith the
subjact.

There are five major conclvsions which swmarize the findings regarding

the subject't socialization experience. First, the subject was actively and

purposely socialized into Kwakiubl culture. Kuakiutl soclety was highuy

stratified ard individuals et the tcp of the bierarchy were known as "chiefs."
8ince one's place in society was determined by bpirsh, children were trained to
sake their respzcitive positions in the social status system when they becane
adulss. Du? to the premature death of tue subject's father he was the only
possible heir to a number of the highest positions in the soclety through
hisz mother's and fother's sides of the fanmily. As a result there were meny
relatlves who took special pains Go train him to b2 a leading Kwakiubl chief.
The subjech recalled many corly experierces where he was sreated differently
from other children because of thic. Ile statest
This was the aim of my parenits, and the pacple vho was standing around
re, all my uncles from the differert villages. They wanted to see ne
uphold my nawe, ‘canse this will be the beoginning of owr neme which has
been down, losi these past years when my grandfather died and my father
died, and there was a gap between them. And that's all they used to tell
me when T was o little boy. "Wever forget that nace.”
The reliability of such memcries is increased by the data gathered from the

subject's uncle who lived in the same largs community house with him and was

about the same age.




I was never rcal streng for the Indien customs but Jiumy was because

1e was tavght by ny dad to be like that. Iy people never forced me

o learn all thoce thkings. DBut they were fond of Jirmy, very fond of
Jirmy. In ow Indian custom they do that, they always choose the oldest
boy. Jimmy vas choson becouse he was the oldest. All our people work
tegether ©o bring him into this Incdian way and to be respected by the
pecple. That's Just the way it is and they taught him.

As o result of culture conflict, many Indians hed begun to guesiion the validivy
of their wary of life and this often wealkenzd the effect of socialization. Many
ehildven were sent cway to live at a residential schocl waich reauced the amount
of Tndian socializahion they received. The subject was kapt out of this school
for that very reason and was actively trained to be an Xallan.

One imporbant vesulls of this type of sociulization was “hat he develoged 2
strong, posiiive, Indian identity. The nature of the condact situation between
incian and Whites has led mary Indicns Lo guestion the werth of thelr Indian
1dentity. Becanse of the supericriiy claized by the Wuites end the myth of
racial inferiority which has been useé o cwplain theilr tehavior, Indlons tend
to find it difficult o develop a scuse of worth as Indisas. The subject’s
experiences sugzest that in ovdzr to bo bicultural, 22 individusl may need a
positive core identity in that culitwre which wost others 2onsider hin to be a
nort of. Waen +his szuse of Tadian worsh is combined with other factors,
ioentification with White society and goals is also possible. Without this,
ore of the other reopcancs may result.

Seeond, the swjecht had a large number of identbity models rapresenting

-

e differcnces in culbural orientaticn. The two most lmportant ones were

hiz crandfather who reprcsonted Kwaliutl culture, snd an indian school. tescher
who represeubad Waite culture. In eddition there were at least a dozen other
sAvlts who rers significant medsls for him. His mother and two differset stepe

-

ohers vere Grakiusl in orientabion. Ab the age of six he moved t0 an Indian




cnd Thite ecomunity to live with his grandmother. There he came into close

contact with a numver of White people and acquired two godmothers who were
highly acculturated. This wide ranse of muwturart models appears to have

03

been significant in develoring the capacity bto identifly with contrasting patterns
of behavior.

Third, the subject recelved an exiraordinary amcunv of attention and

respect from these fdentity models. Because he had inherited the right to

2 nuwiver of high positions in Xwakiutl society he was respected and treased
with special favor by o great mary of then. e was told often of the first
potlatch given for hin vhen ke was only ten months 2ld. He recalled,
My uwncle held ne in his arms. He put the copper down and lay it down
on the ground and announced to the people: "Here is wy great nephew
and we are very proud to have hir and I am very prouvd to see him and
to staad by him, and to be choren 40 take this pousiticn to be with
im. He is going to take everything feco kis srandfather." And he
lay me on this ecopper, a 1ibile buudle you kuow, sud he anpoumced o
the people tiat this will be his strength. Aad then all the chiefs
of the diflerent villages get uvp aud pralse me beocause I was a new chief
coming up. And whai's the time they gave me my chlef's name bthat ig
»ight at the top of my peopla.
Otkers within his kinship group treated him with special favor because of his
position. Oubside of his kinship group he received speclal attention from a
nuber of adults who perceived him as o fathevrless child in need of cure or
receptive to their intercst. The Indian school feacher had no children of
nis own and treated the subject like 2 son for this reason. Suech itrestnent
scens 4o have contributed sigrificartly tc the subject's high degree of ego

shrength and self eonfidence which formed 2 Dagis for bicultural adjustment.

Fourch, the subject was consciously confronted with the major differences

between the two culbural systems in o nositive experience. For most Indiazns,




the differerces betwecen the two systems are not well understood. There is only

a peneral awareness thac something is different about the two cwliures. When
an Indian is consciously confronted with differences it is offfen in a negative
and painful situation. Such situaticns have included Jjall sentences for par-
ticipating in Indian ceremonies, exclusion from White instituticus, and sther
forms of discrimination. While the subject shared some experliences with the
resh of his society, there was oue experiznce from his seventh to his tenth
year where he was formally tausht to Hhink about the different valus systems
apd see that they were in conflict. The Indian school tceacher would often
invite him to his kome in the evenings and the two of them wonld discuss the
culiare conflict preblems. He recalled this experiences
I used to talk very seriously with my teucher. We talked about the
church and the Indian customs. He used to ask me if we could have a
little devate. EHe used %o he on the side of the pot._ateh snd I'd be on
tha gide of the lew. And he used o tell me to criiicize 2ll T con
about the potlatches. I used to try, bub I can never beat him. Iverye
thing that he had done in the oid ways of the Indians was alwaye better
han what I'd sry o say.
Such an experience in a non~threatening situvation appears o have heiped pro-
vide him with the sikills necessary for purbicipating in such different cultural

systems.

Finally. the subject had an early experience of aloneness ard freedom.

Without a fabher he had a great degree of freedom to move from one relative
to another. For a number of his early years he lived alone with his grand-
mother. During this time he weg rejected by many of the nther children of

whe village becouse he did not belong to their tribe. Az & result he spent

s A ARARRL o

muach of his time playing alone and making his own plaything This factor,

along with the large number of gocializing agents, appears to have glven

him a greater degree of freedom froin past bradition. There 1s a greab deal
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50 evidence that the subject, while maintaining a strong commitment to much
of Kwakiutl culture, also has had the freedom to crecte new culture patterns
through the process of innovetion. He has the freedom which is required to
participate in more than one cultwral system. This freedom to deviate from
the Kwakiutl cultural norms by also living in terms of White cultural norms
seems 40 be linked to %hese early experiences of soclal isolation and freedon.
In summary, the subject of this study was shoun to be a bicultural
individual. He has adanted to the two culbures waich make up the social
environnent of the present day Kwakiutl by participating in both of them.
He plays mapy roles in both gsoclal systems and pursues the values of both
cultures. & study of his socialization experiences brought the following
features to light: Ie wes actively socialized to be an Indian which developed
within him & vositive core of Indisn identity. He had a large number of models
who represerted different culituial oriemtetions. He received extraordiuary
respect and atbention frem them which contributed to his ego strength. The
positive exrerience of ccusciously understanding the major differences between
the two cultures seems e have prezarad him to live uith two cceatradicteory
cultural sysbems quite comPfortably. Darly freedom aad social isolation led
%o the eapacity to be free ensugh from the norms of both cultures to choose
which cultwre he would follow in particular situations. These socialization
experiecnces appear 4o have been cruclal in the development of his bicultural

capacities.
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