
REPDRT RESUMES
ED 012 598 JC 660 273
A SURVEY OF DENTAL ASSISTING CURRICULA IN THE CALIFORNIA
JUNIOR COLLEGES, PRELIMINARY DRAFT.
CALIFORNIA STATE DEPT. OF EDUCATION, SACRAMENTO

PUB DATE 66
EDRS PRICE MF-$0.25 HC-$1.88 47P.

DESCRIPTORS- *JUNIOR COLLEGES, *CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT,
*VOCATIONAL EDUCATION, *DENTAL ASSISTANTS, *TECHNICAL
EDUCATION, CALIFORNIA, SACRAMENTO

IN ORDER TO PROVIDE DATA FOR CONSTRUCTING A MODEL DENTAL
ASSISTANT TRAINING PROGRAM, 22 OF THE 26 PROGRAMS IN
CALIFORNIA JUNIOR COLLEGES WERE REPORTED. TRENDS NOTED
INCLUDE AN INCREASE TO A FOUR-SEMESTER PROGRAM, WITH
INCREASING EMPHASIS IN THE FIRST SEMESTER ON ETHICS,

PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATION, GROOMING, AND TERMINOLOGY. THE
.t.=AGF 7ira-- ALLOTMENT WAS 1,066 HOURS PER STUDENT, INCLUV2NO
179 HOURS IN BIOLOGICAL SCIENCE, 221 IN PHYSICAt. .5CIrmcr5

(INCLUDING ROENTGENOLOGY), 181 IN CHAIRSIDE PROCEDURES, 224
I1 SUPERVISED FIELD EXPERIENCE, AND 271 IN DENTAL LABORATORY
AND OFFICE PRACTICE. A WIDE VARIATION IN GENERAL EDUCATION
PRACTICES WAS NOTED WITH AN AVERAGE OF 479 HOURS PER STUDENT
IN ENGLISH, SPEECH, HUMANITIES, TYPING, SOCIAL SCIENCES, AND
OTHER. COURSES. IT IS RECOMMENDED (1) THAT THE THIRD SEMESTER
SE IN A DENTAL SCHOOL, CLINIC, OR HOSPITAL, (2) THAT THE
FOURTH SE IN PRIVATE OFFICES, (3) THAT THERE OE AN
ORIENTATION OF STUDENTS AND DENTISTS PRIOR TO CLINICAL
EXPERIENCE, AND (4) THAT THERE BE ONE SUPERVISOR FOR EACH SIX
STUDENTS. A MODEL PROGRAM OUTLINE IS PRESENTED. (WO)
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C
urriculum

 construction and im
provem

ent has been, and in all likelihood w
ill

continue to be a challenge in Industrial E
ducation.

C
onstant change in techniques, skills, and know

ledge required in the sem
i-

professions and industry have becom
e a hallm

ark of our tim
es.

It is extrem
ely im

portant, therefore, that the industrial education program
s

in our schodls m
aintain a constant w

atch over this area of the instructional
program

 to insure that subject m
atter and com

petencies taught in these class-
room

s and laboratories reflect the true and changing requirem
ents of their

counterparts in the w
orld of w

ork.

T
his ;publication is intended to aid such revisions in one area of industrial. ed-

ucaticn in our C
alifornia junior colleges -- D

ental A
ssisting E

ducation.
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r



N
II

II
II

II
II

II
II

II
II

II
II

II
II

II
II

II
II

II
II

II
II

II
II

II
II

II
N

II
II

II
II

II
II

II
II

II
II

II
II

IN
II

II
II

II
II

T
hi

s 
st

ud
y 

is
 a

 c
ul

m
in

at
io

n 
of

 a
 tw

o-
ye

ar
 s

ur
ve

y 
of

 th
e 

cu
rr

ic
ul

a 
of

 th
e 

de
n-

ta
l a

ss
is

tin
g 

pr
og

ra
m

s 
in

 th
e 

C
al

if
or

ni
a 

ju
ni

or
 c

ol
le

ge
s.

It
 is

 p
ri

m
ar

ily
 a

 r
ep

or
t o

f 
w

ha
t i

s 
pr

es
en

tly
 b

ei
ng

 ta
ug

ht
 in

 th
es

e 
cl

as
se

s.
T

he
 C

ou
rs

e 
of

 S
tu

dy
 in

 P
ar

t I
I 

re
pr

es
en

ts
 a

 c
om

po
si

te
 s

ta
te

m
en

t d
ra

w
n

fr
om

 th
e 

re
sp

on
se

s 
to

 a
 s

ur
ve

y 
fo

rm
 f

ro
m

 tw
en

ty
-t

w
o 

sc
ho

ol
s 

co
nd

uc
tin

g
cl

as
se

s 
in

 D
en

ta
l A

ss
is

tin
g.

T
he

 c
ou

rs
e 

of
 s

tu
dy

 s
ho

ul
d 

no
t b

e 
in

te
rp

re
te

d 
as

 a
n 

op
tim

um
 p

ro
gr

am
 to

 b
e

fo
llo

w
ed

, r
at

he
r 

it 
sh

ou
ld

 b
e 

se
en

 a
s 

a 
ba

se
 b

y 
w

hi
ch

 a
 s

ch
oo

l m
ay

 e
va

lu
at

e
its

 p
ro

gr
am

 a
nd

 p
la

n 
its

 c
ur

ri
cu

la
r 

ch
an

ge
s 

in
 th

is
 f

ie
ld

 o
f 

in
st

ru
ct

io
n.

 H
op

e-
fu

lly
, i

ts
 u

se
 w

ill
 le

ad
 to

 a
n 

or
de

rl
y 

st
at

e-
w

id
e 

pa
tte

rn
 o

f 
im

pr
ov

em
en

t; 
a

un
if

or
m

 g
ro

w
th

 r
at

he
r 

th
an

 a
 s

ta
nd

ar
di

ze
d 

cu
rr

ic
ul

um
; a

nd
 a

 m
or

e 
pr

ec
is

e
un

de
rs

ta
nd

in
g 

of
 th

e 
pr

og
ra

m
 o

n 
th

e 
pa

rt
 o

f 
th

e 
de

nt
al

 p
ro

fe
ss

io
n 

an
d 

sc
ho

ol
s

al
ik

e.

T
hi

s 
st

ud
y 

w
as

 m
ad

e 
po

ss
ib

le
 b

y 
th

e 
co

nt
ri

bu
tio

n 
of

 ti
m

e 
an

d 
ef

fo
rt

 o
n 

th
e

pa
rt

 o
f 

m
an

y 
ju

ni
or

 c
ol

le
ge

 d
en

ta
l a

ss
is

tin
g 

in
st

ru
ct

or
s 

an
d 

th
ei

r 
ad

 h
oc

co
m

m
itt

ee
 c

al
le

d 
fo

r 
th

is
 p

ur
po

se
.

R
ep

re
se

nt
at

iv
es

 o
f 

th
e 

sc
ho

ol
s 

an
d 

de
nt

al
 a

ss
oc

ia
tio

ns
 a

pp
ea

ri
ng

 in
 th

is
 r

e-
po

rt
 g

av
e 

fr
ee

ly
 o

f 
th

ei
r 

tim
e 

an
d 

ef
fo

rt
 in

 c
on

su
lta

tiv
e 

ac
tiv

iti
es

.
a *

Ir
st

re
m

cl
ea

ct
ic

or
i

3

;,n
r,

,..
.

II
II

II
II

II
II

II
II

II
II

I
1



I 16
-

a

D
IF

F
E

R
E

N
T

 A
N

D
 C

H
A

N
G

IN
G

 D
E

M
A

N
D

S
 B

Y
 T

H
E

D
E

N
T

A
L 

P
R

O
F

E
S

S
IO

N
T

he
 g

ro
w

th
 o

f 
D

en
ta

l A
ss

is
tin

g 
E

du
ca

tio
n 

in
 th

e 
C

al
if

or
ni

a
ju

ni
or

 c
ol

le
ge

s 
is

no
t u

nl
ik

e 
th

e 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

ta
l p

at
te

rn
 o

f 
th

e 
co

lle
ge

s
th

em
se

lv
es

 -
- 

a 
gr

ow
th

fr
om

 o
ft

en
 h

um
bl

e 
be

gi
nn

in
gs

 to
 s

om
e 

ve
ry

 s
o 

ph
i:

pr
og

ra
m

s 
an

d 
fa

ci
li-

tie
s.

 A
s 

th
e 

ju
ni

or
 c

ol
le

ge
s 

ha
ve

 r
ef

le
ct

ed
 lo

ca
l n

ee
ds

, t
as

te
s,

 a
nd

de
m

an
ds

,
so

 d
en

ta
l a

ss
:I

st
in

g 
pr

og
ra

m
s 

ha
ve

 g
ro

w
:a

un
de

r 
lo

ca
l c

on
tr

ol
 to

 m
ee

t t
he

 n
ee

ds
pe

cu
lia

r 
to

 e
ac

h 
de

nt
al

 c
om

m
un

ity
.

it 
i.1

5 
no

t s
ur

pr
is

in
g,

 th
er

ef
or

e,
 th

at
 in

 th
e

tw
en

ty
-s

ix
 p

ro
gr

am
s 

in
 th

e 
St

at
e,

 a
 w

id
e 

va
ri

et
y 

of
 c

ur
ri

cu
la

,
fa

ci
lit

ie
s,

 a
nd

am
ou

nt
s 

of
 f

in
an

ci
al

 s
up

po
rt

 h
av

e 
ap

pe
ar

ed
 o

ve
r

n.
tw

en
ty

-y
ea

r 
pe

ri
od

.

Su
ch

 s
ta

te
w

id
e 

di
ve

rs
ity

 c
re

at
ed

 a
 s

itu
at

io
n 

w
he

re
 n

or
m

s 
w

er
e

di
ff

ic
ul

t t
o

es
ta

bl
is

h 
or

 r
ec

og
ni

ze
; d

if
fi

cu
lti

es
 w

er
e 

en
co

un
te

re
d 

by
 d

ir
ec

to
rs

 a
nd

 a
dv

i-
so

ry
 c

om
m

itt
ee

s 
in

 d
et

er
m

in
in

g 
th

e
tr

en
ds

 o
f 

th
ei

r 
pr

og
ra

m
s 

in
 r

el
at

io
ns

hi
p

to
 o

th
er

 p
ro

gr
am

s 
in

 th
e 

st
at

e.
St

ill
 o

th
er

 p
rD

bl
em

s 
w

er
e 

en
co

un
te

re
d 

in
tr

an
sf

er
ri

ng
 s

tu
de

nt
s 

or
 te

ac
hi

ng
 p

er
so

n 
:a

el
 f

ro
m

 o
ne

 p
ro

gr
am

 to
 a

no
th

er
.

O
th

er
 th

an
 g

eo
gr

ap
hi

ca
l s

ep
ar

at
io

n,
 w

ha
t

fa
.c

ts
 m

ay
 b

e 
se

en
 to

 h
av

e 
co

nt
ri

b-
ut

ed
 to

 th
is

 w
id

e 
di

sp
ar

ity
 f

ro
m

 a
 c

om
m

on
 n

or
m

?
A

 f
ew

 o
f 

th
es

e 
fa

ct
or

s 
ha

ve
be

en
 id

en
tif

ie
d 

as
 f

ol
lo

w
s:

D
IF

F
E

R
E

N
T

 A
N

D
 C

H
A

N
G

IN
G

 D
E

M
A

N
D

S
 B

Y
 T

H
E

LO
C

A
L 

JU
N

IO
R

 C
O

LL
E

G
E

C
us

to
m

 a
nd

 th
e 

ec
on

om
ic

 p
at

te
rn

 o
f 

th
e

va
ri

ou
s 

ge
og

ra
ph

ic
al

 a
re

as
 la

rg
el

y
de

te
rm

in
ed

, a
pp

ar
en

tly
, t

he
 e

xt
en

t t
o 

w
hi

ch
lo

ca
l d

en
tis

ts
 m

ad
e 

us
e 

of
 a

ss
is

t-
an

ts
, i

f 
a'

. a
ll;

 w
ha

t t
as

ks
 th

es
e 

gi
rl

s 
w

er
e

re
qu

ir
ed

 to
 p

er
fo

rm
; a

nd
 w

ha
t

kn
ow

le
dg

e 
th

ey
 n

ee
de

d.
 T

he
 e

qu
ip

m
en

t
an

d 
te

ch
ni

qu
es

 u
se

d 
by

 lo
ca

l d
en

tis
ts

ha
d 

th
ei

r 
ef

fe
ct

 o
n 

th
e 

eq
ui

pm
en

t u
se

d
in

 th
e 

sc
ho

ol
. T

he
 a

m
ou

nt
 a

nd
 ty

pe
of

ad
m

in
is

tr
at

iv
e 

du
tie

s 
as

si
gn

ed
 to

 h
er

 in
 th

e
of

fi
ce

 w
er

e 
al

so
 r

ef
le

ct
ed

 in
 d

e-
m

an
ds

 o
n 

th
e 

de
nt

al
 a

ss
is

tin
g 

ed
uc

at
io

na
l p

ro
gr

am
s

in
 th

e 
ju

ni
or

 c
ol

le
ge

s.

a



M
os

t o
f 

th
e 

sc
ho

ol
s 

th
at

w
er

e 
in

ve
st

ig
at

ed
 c

on
du

ct
ed

 f
ou

r-
se

m
es

te
r

pr
og

ra
m

s
le

ad
in

g 
to

 th
e 

A
A

 d
eg

re
e.

 A
s

th
e 

re
qu

ir
em

en
ts

 f
or

 th
is

 d
eg

re
e

di
ff

er
ed

, t
he

tim
e 

al
lo

te
d 

to
 d

en
ta

l a
ss

is
tin

g
co

ur
se

s 
di

ff
er

ed
. A

 w
id

e 
va

ri
et

y 
an

d 
pr

ol
if

-
er

at
io

n 
of

 c
ou

rs
e 

tit
le

s
w

er
e 

re
ve

al
ed

 in
 th

e 
pi

lo
t s

tu
dy

. T
hi

s 
va

ri
an

ce
 o

f
ne

ce
ss

ity
 h

ad
 to

 b
e 

re
so

lv
ed

an
d 

co
m

m
on

 d
en

om
in

at
or

s 
fo

un
d 

be
fo

re
a 

se
ri

ou
s

in
ve

st
ig

at
io

n 
co

ul
d 

be
 u

nd
er

ta
ke

n.
L

oc
al

 a
ca

de
m

ic
 p

ol
ic

ie
s 

la
rg

el
y

de
te

rm
in

ed
th

is
 f

ac
to

r 
in

 m
os

t s
ch

oo
ls

. T
he

w
id

e 
va

ri
at

io
n 

in
 p

ro
gr

am
s 

se
em

ed
to

 in
vo

lv
e

th
en

, a
 v

ar
ie

ty
 o

f 
fa

ct
or

s,
 a

ll
ch

an
gi

ng
 a

t d
if

fe
ri

ng
 r

at
es

 o
f 

ch
an

ge
 a

nd
at

 d
if

-
fe

re
nt

 s
ta

ge
s 

in
 th

ei
r 

pa
tte

rn
s.

T
H

E
 P

R
O

B
LE

M
C

O
N

F
R

O
N

T
IN

G
 T

H
E

S
E

G
R

O
U

P
S

R
A

IS
E

D
 S

E
V

E
R

A
L

IN
T

E
R

E
S

T
IN

G
 Q

U
E

S
T

IO
N

S
It

 w
as

 n
ot

,
no

r 
pr

es
um

ab
ly

 s
ho

ul
d 

it 
be

 th
e 

go
al

 o
f 

th
e

su
rv

ey
 to

 im
pl

y 
a 

sy
s-

te
m

at
ic

, m
on

ol
ith

ic
, i

de
nt

ic
al

pr
og

ra
m

 th
ro

ug
ho

ut
 C

al
if

or
ni

a 
ju

ni
or

 c
ol

le
ge

s.
O

n 
th

e 
ot

he
r 

ha
nd

, a
 d

et
er

m
in

at
io

n 
of

a 
no

rm
 f

ro
m

 w
hi

ch
 to

 s
ca

le
 th

e 
po

si
tio

n
an

d 
pr

og
re

ss
 o

f 
an

y 
on

e 
pr

og
ra

m
w

as
 s

ee
n 

be
fo

re
 a

nd
 d

ur
in

g 
th

e 
st

ud
y 

to
 b

e 
of

gr
ea

t i
m

po
rt

an
ce

 to
 d

ir
ec

to
rs

, i
ns

tr
uc

to
rs

, a
nd

lo
ca

l a
dv

is
or

y 
co

m
m

itt
ee

s 
of

de
nt

al
 a

ss
is

tin
g 

ed
uc

at
io

n 
in

 C
al

if
or

ni
a.

T
he

 p
ro

bl
em

 c
on

fr
on

tin
g 

th
es

e
gr

ou
ps

 a
s 

re
po

rt
ed

 a
bo

ve
 r

ai
se

d 
se

ve
ra

l i
nt

er
-

es
tin

g 
qu

es
tio

ns
:

1.
H

ow
 m

ay
 in

di
vi

du
al

 a
nd

 u
ni

qu
e

pr
og

re
ss

 a
nd

 g
ro

w
th

 b
e 

en
co

ur
ag

ed
w

ith
ou

t f
ra

gm
en

tin
g 

an
y 

on
e

pr
og

ra
m

 c
om

pl
et

el
y 

fr
om

 th
e 

re
st

 o
f

th
e 

pr
og

ra
m

s 
in

 th
e 

St
at

e?

2.
H

ow
 m

ay
 n

or
m

s 
be

 e
st

ab
lis

he
d 

fo
r 

m
ea

su
ri

ng
pr

og
re

ss
 o

r 
es

ta
b-

lis
hi

ng
 th

e 
po

si
tio

n 
of

 a
 p

ro
gr

am
?

3.
H

ow
 m

ay
 in

te
r-

sc
ho

ol
 c

oo
pe

ra
tiv

e 
cu

rr
ic

ul
um

 d
ev

el
op

m
en

t
ac

tiv
-

iti
es

 b
e 

in
cr

ea
se

d?

4.
H

ow
 m

ay
 a

 d
es

ir
ab

le
 a

m
ou

nt
 o

f 
st

an
da

rd
iz

at
io

n,
 b

e 
ac

hi
ev

ed
w

ith
ou

t
in

hi
bi

tin
g 

in
di

vi
du

al
 s

ch
oo

l e
xp

er
im

en
ta

tio
n 

to
w

ar
d 

su
pe

ri
or

pr
o-

gr
am

s?

M
U

M



3.
T

o 
de

te
rm

in
e 

th
e 

nu
m

be
r 

of
 h

ou
rs

 a
nd

 d
ay

s 
of

 in
st

ru
ct

io
ns

 in
 tw

o-
,

an
d 

th
re

e-
, a

nd
 f

ou
r-

se
m

es
te

r
pr

og
ra

m
s

4.
T

o 
ve

ri
fy

 th
e 

ex
is

te
nc

e 
an

d 
ex

te
nt

 o
f 

co
m

m
on

ly
 a

cc
ep

te
d 

in
st

ru
c-

tio
na

l a
re

as
 in

 th
e 

de
nt

al
 a

ss
is

ta
nc

e 
cu

rr
ic

ul
um

 a
nd

 th
e

co
nt

en
t o

f
ea

ch
 a

re
a 

in
 te

rm
s 

of
 k

no
w

le
dg

e,
 s

ki
lls

, a
tti

tu
de

s,
 a

nd
 a

pp
re

ci
a-

tio
ns

5.
T

o 
ac

cu
m

ul
at

e 
th

e 
da

ta
 f

or
 a

nd
 to

 e
xe

cu
te

a 
co

ur
se

 o
f 

in
st

ru
ct

io
n

co
m

m
on

 to
 th

e 
C

al
if

or
ni

a 
ju

ni
or

 c
ol

le
ge

 p
ro

gr
am

6.
T

o 
ac

cu
m

ul
at

e 
th

e 
da

ta
 f

or
 a

nd
 e

xe
cu

te
a 

m
od

el
 d

es
cr

ip
tiv

e 
lis

t o
f

ty
pi

ca
lly

 r
eq

ui
re

d 
ph

ys
ic

al
 f

ac
ili

tie
s,

 e
qu

ip
m

en
t, 

an
d 

su
pp

lie
s.

T
H

E
 R

A
T

IO
N

A
LE

 O
F

 T
H

E
 S

U
R

V
E

Y
A

s 
th

e 
pu

rp
os

e 
of

 th
e 

su
rv

ey
 w

as
 to

 e
st

ab
lis

h
a 

m
od

el
 p

ro
gr

am
 o

f 
de

nt
al

 a
ss

is
t-

an
t e

du
ca

tio
n 

--
 a

 m
od

el
 d

ra
w

n 
fr

om
 a

n 
av

er
ag

e,
 n

or
m

at
iv

e 
ac

co
un

t o
f

w
ha

t
w

as
 th

en
 c

ur
re

nt
 in

 th
e 

ju
ni

or
 c

ol
le

ge
 p

ro
gr

am
s

--
 th

e 
fo

llo
w

in
g 

as
su

m
pt

io
ns

w
er

e 
in

vo
lv

ed
:

1.
D

if
fe

ri
ng

 te
rm

in
ol

og
y 

co
ul

d 
be

 r
ec

on
ci

le
d

2.
C

om
m

on
 f

ac
to

rs
 c

ou
ld

 b
e 

id
en

tif
ie

d 
in

 d
if

fe
ri

ng
 c

ou
rs

e 
tit

le
s

3.
C

om
m

on
 m

aj
or

 a
re

as
 o

f 
in

st
ru

ct
io

n 
co

ul
d 

be
 id

en
tif

ie
d 

in
 s

pi
te

 o
f

di
ff

er
in

g 
tit

le
s,

 te
rm

in
ol

og
y,

 a
nd

 o
rg

an
iz

at
io

n

4.
A

n 
in

st
ru

m
en

t c
ou

ld
 b

e 
de

si
gn

ed
 to

 e
lic

it 
va

lid
 r

es
po

ns
es

 in
 s

pi
te

of
 th

e 
ab

ov
e 

di
ff

er
en

ce
s.

If
 a

 p
ilo

t s
tu

dy
 r

ev
ea

le
d 

an
 a

ff
ir

m
at

iv
e

an
sw

er
 to

 e
ac

h 
of

 th
e 

ab
ov

e 
as

su
m

p-
tio

ns
, t

he
n 

it 
ap

pe
ar

ed
 th

at
 th

es
e 

co
m

m
on

al
iti

es
 w

ou
ld

 le
nd

th
em

se
lv

es
 to

 a
re

as
on

ab
ly

 v
al

id
 s

ta
te

w
id

e 
an

al
ys

is
 b

y
m

ea
ns

 o
f 

a 
m

aj
or

 s
tu

dy
. T

he
 v

al
ue

 o
f

th
is

 s
ur

ve
y 

w
ou

ld
 li

e 
in

 th
e 

m
od

el
, p

hr
as

ed
 in

 th
e 

te
rm

in
ol

og
y

id
en

tif
ie

d 
by

th
e 

sc
ho

ol
s 

th
em

se
lv

es
, f

ro
m

 w
hi

ch
 e

ac
h 

sc
ho

ol
 w

ou
ld

 b
e 

ab
le

to
 e

st
ab

lis
h 

its
ow

n 
po

si
tio

n 
in

 te
rm

s 
of

 th
e 

or
de

re
d 

re
sp

on
se

s 
of

 a
ny

 o
th

er
 s

ch
oo

l
or

 a
ll 

of
th

em
 to

ge
th

er
.

1



8

C
H

R
O

N
O

LO
G

Y
 O

F
 T

H
E

S
U

R
V

E
Y

In
 r

es
po

ns
e 

to
 a

n 
in

cr
ea

si
ng

 a
m

ou
nt

 o
f 

co
rr

es
po

nd
en

ce
 b

et
w

ee
n 

m
em

be
rs

 o
f

th
e 

de
nt

al
 p

ro
fe

ss
io

n,
 th

e 
de

nt
al

 a
ss

is
ta

nt
's

 a
ss

oc
ia

tio
ns

, t
he

 ju
ni

or
 c

ol
le

ge
s,

an
d 

th
e 

St
at

e 
D

ep
ar

tm
en

t o
f 

E
du

ca
tio

n 
th

ro
ug

h 
its

 B
ur

ea
u 

of
 I

nd
us

tr
ia

l E
du

ca
-

tio
n,

 r
ep

re
se

nt
at

iv
es

 o
f 

th
es

e 
va

ri
ou

s 
gr

ou
ps

 m
et

 a
t F

oo
tii

ll 
C

ol
le

ge
, L

os
 A

lto
s

H
ill

s,
 C

al
if

or
ni

a,
 in

 J
ul

y,
 1

96
3.

A
t t

he
 m

ee
tin

g 
th

ey
 id

en
tif

ie
d 

th
e 

ba
si

c 
pr

ob
-

le
m

s 
af

fe
ct

in
g 

st
an

da
rd

iz
at

io
n 

of
 d

en
ta

l a
ss

is
tin

g 
pr

og
ra

m
s 

in
 C

al
if

or
ni

a.
 T

he
B

ur
ea

u 
of

 I
nd

us
tr

ia
l E

du
ca

tio
n 

w
as

 a
sk

ed
 b

y 
th

is
 g

ro
up

 to
 u

nd
er

ta
ke

 th
e 

su
rv

ey
he

re
in

 r
ep

or
te

d!
.

T
he

 p
ilo

t s
ur

ve
y 

as
 d

es
cr

ib
ed

 e
ar

lie
r 

w
as

 d
es

ig
ne

d,
 c

ir
cu

:la
te

d 
fo

r 
ap

pr
ov

al
,

an
d 

re
vi

ew
ed

 a
t a

 m
ee

tin
g 

in
 A

na
he

im
,

C
al

if
or

ni
a,

 in
 M

ar
ch

, 1
96

4.
 A

n 
ad

 h
oc

co
m

m
itt

ee
 o

f 
de

nt
al

 a
ss

is
tin

g 
in

st
ru

ct
or

s 
w

as
 o

rg
an

iz
ed

 to
 f

ac
ili

ta
te

, a
m

on
g

ot
he

r 
th

in
gs

, t
he

 c
om

m
un

ic
at

io
ns

 a
nd

 th
e 

m
ec

ha
ni

cs
 o

f 
th

e 
su

rv
ey

.

T
he

 r
es

ul
ts

 o
f 

th
e 

pi
lo

t s
tu

dy
 w

er
e 

re
po

rt
ed

 to
 th

e 
fi

el
d 

at
 a

 m
ee

tin
g 

in
 T

o 
la

nd
H

al
l, 

U
ni

ve
rs

ity
 o

f 
C

al
if

or
ni

a 
M

e6
ic

al
 C

en
te

r,
 in

 N
ov

em
be

r,
 1

96
4.

 T
hi

s 
pi

lo
t

st
ud

y 
af

fi
rm

ed
 th

e 
hy

po
th

es
iz

ed
 n

ee
d 

fo
r 

cl
ar

if
ic

at
io

n 
of

 te
rm

in
ol

og
y 

an
d 

m
or

e
ad

eq
ua

te
 r

ep
or

tin
g 

pr
oc

ed
ur

es
.

T
he

 c
on

st
ru

ct
io

n 
of

 th
e 

m
aj

or
 in

st
ru

m
en

t w
as

 th
en

 u
nd

er
ta

ke
n;

 it
 w

as
 p

re
-

se
nt

ed
 to

 a
n 

ex
am

in
in

g 
gr

ou
p 

of
 d

en
ta

l a
ss

is
ta

nt
 in

st
ru

ct
or

s 
at

 M
on

te
re

y 
Pe

n-
in

su
la

 C
ol

le
ge

 in
 M

ar
ch

, 1
96

5.
 T

hi
s 

gr
ou

p 
ed

ite
d 

th
e 

do
cu

m
en

t a
nd

 e
nd

or
se

d
its

 d
is

tr
ib

ut
io

n.

In
 A

ug
us

t, 
19

65
., 

th
e 

re
su

lts
 o

f 
th

e 
m

aj
or

 s
ur

ve
y 

w
er

e 
pr

es
en

te
d 

in
 g

en
er

al
te

rm
s 

at
 a

 f
ou

r 
da

y 
w

or
ks

ho
p 

of
 d

en
ta

l a
ss

is
tin

g 
in

st
ni

ct
or

s 
at

 A
si

lo
m

ar
,

Pa
ci

fi
c 

G
ro

ve
, C

al
if

or
ni

a.
It

 w
as

 a
t t

hi
s 

m
ee

tin
g 

th
at

 th
e 

el
em

en
ts

 o
f 

th
e

m
od

el
 c

ou
rs

e 
of

 in
st

ru
ct

io
n 

w
er

e 
id

en
tif

ie
d 

an
d 

or
ga

ni
 L

ed
, t

ha
t e

xi
st

in
g 

su
pp

ly
an

d 
eq

ui
pm

en
t L

is
ts

 w
er

e 
re

vi
ew

ed
 a

nd
 s

up
pl

em
en

te
d,

 a
nd

 r
ec

om
m

en
da

tio
ns

w
er

e 
m

ad
e 

fo
r 

ph
ys

ic
al

 f
ac

ili
tie

s 
an

d 
sp

ac
e

re
qu

ir
em

en
ts

.



T
W

E
N

T
Y

-S
IX

 O
F

 C
A

LI
F

O
R

N
IA

'S
E

IC
3H

T
Y

 J
U

N
IC

IR
C

O
LL

E
G

E
S

 W
E

R
E

 O
F

F
E

R
IN

G
P

R
O

G
R

A
M

S
 IN

D
E

N
T

A
L 

A
S

S
IS

T
IN

G
 IN

19
55

. T
H

E
S

E
 W

E
R

E
:

C
ab

ri
llo

 C
ol

le
ge

, A
pt

os
C

er
ri

to
s 

C
ol

le
ge

, N
or

w
al

k
C

ha
bo

t C
ol

le
ge

, S
an

 L
ea

nd
ro

C
ha

ff
ey

 C
ol

le
ge

, A
lta

 L
om

a
C

on
tr

a 
C

os
ta

 C
ol

le
ge

, S
an

 P
ab

lo
D

ia
bl

o 
V

al
le

y 
C

ol
le

ge
, C

on
co

rd
Fo

ot
hi

ll 
C

ol
le

ge
, L

os
 A

lto
s 

H
ill

s
Fu

lle
rt

on
 J

r.
 C

ol
le

ge
, F

ul
le

rt
on

G
ro

ss
m

on
t J

r.
 C

ol
le

ge
, S

pr
in

g 
V

al
le

y
L

an
ey

 C
ol

le
ge

, O
ak

la
nd

L
on

g 
B

ea
ch

 C
ity

 C
ol

le
ge

, L
on

g 
B

ea
ch

L
os

 A
ng

el
es

 C
ity

 C
ol

le
ge

, L
os

 A
ng

el
es

C
ol

le
ge

 o
f 

M
ar

in
, K

en
tf

ie
ld

M
er

ce
d 

C
ol

le
ge

, M
er

C
ed

M
od

es
to

 J
r.

 C
ol

le
ge

, M
od

es
to

M
on

te
re

y 
Pe

ni
ns

ul
a 

C
ol

le
ge

, M
on

te
re

y
O

ra
ng

e 
C

oa
st

 C
ol

le
ge

, C
os

ta
 M

es
a

Pa
sa

de
na

 C
ity

 C
ol

le
ge

, P
as

ad
en

a
R

ee
d 

le
y 

C
ol

le
ge

, R
ee

d 
le

y.
.

Sa
cr

am
en

to
 C

ity
 C

ol
le

ge
, S

ac
ra

m
en

to
Sa

n 
D

ie
go

 M
es

a 
C

ol
le

ge
, S

an
 D

ie
go

C
ity

 C
ol

le
ge

 o
f 

Sa
n 

Fr
an

ci
sc

o,
 S

an
Fr

an
ci

sc
o

Sa
n 

Jo
se

 C
ity

 C
ol

le
ge

, S
an

 J
os

e
C

ol
le

ge
 o

f 
Sa

n 
M

at
eo

, S
an

 M
at

eo
Sa

nt
a 

R
os

a 
Jr

. C
ol

le
ge

, S
an

ta
 R

os
a

C
ol

le
ge

 o
f 

th
e 

Si
sk

iy
ou

s,
 W

ee
d

O
ne

 o
f 

th
es

e 
pr

og
ra

m
s

w
as

 in
 a

 f
or

m
at

iv
e 

st
ag

e 
at

 th
e 

tim
e 

of
 th

e 
st

ud
y,

 tw
o

w
er

e 
to

o 
.a

ew
 to

 h
av

e 
th

ei
r 

la
bo

ra
to

ry
 f

ac
ili

tie
s 

in
op

er
at

io
n,

 a
nd

 o
ne

 r
es

po
nd

ed
in

ad
eq

ua
te

ly
 to

 th
e 

su
rv

ey
. T

hu
s,

 2
2 

of
th

e 
26

 w
er

e 
in

cl
ud

ed
 in

 th
e 

st
ud

y.

W
hi

le
 th

is
 s

tu
dy

 c
on

ce
rn

ed
 it

se
lf

 o
nl

y 
w

ith
ju

ni
or

 c
ol

le
ge

 p
ro

gr
am

s,
 it

 s
ho

ul
d

be
 n

ot
ed

 th
at

 th
er

e 
w

as
 a

ls
o

a 
va

ri
et

y 
of

 o
th

er
 d

en
ta

l a
ss

is
tin

g
pr

og
ra

m
s 

in
C

al
if

or
ni

a.

G
eo

gr
ap

hi
ca

lly
, m

os
t o

f 
th

e 
ju

ni
or

 c
ol

le
ge

pr
og

ra
m

s 
cl

us
te

r 
ar

ou
nd

 th
e 

Sa
n

Fr
an

ci
sc

o 
an

d 
L

os
 A

ng
el

es
ar

ea
s.

O
th

er
s,

 h
ow

ev
er

, r
an

ge
 d

ow
n 

th
e 

ce
nt

ra
l

va
lle

y 
an

d 
ex

te
nd

 to
 th

e 
bo

rd
er

s 
of

 O
re

go
n 

an
d

M
ex

ic
o.

of
 I

C
 M

or
s 

ta
m

 I
sa

is
st

ai
ri

t
Il

E
cl

uc
za

tic
or

i
Ir

a 
Il

eu
m

©
as

 1
 li

rc
ur

ra
lla

i
w

ilt
s 

[r
ai

lc
ar

C
c,

 I
 r

ic
oa

ss

9



10

io
ns

IN
IM

IS
IO

11
.0

04

3

C
E

R
T

A
IN

 F
A

C
T

O
R

S
 A

N
D

 G
R

O
U

P
S

 U
N

D
C

S
U

B
O

T
E

D
-

LY
 H

A
V

E
 H

A
D

 A
 U

N
IF

Y
IN

G
 E

F
F

E
C

T
 O

N
 T

H
E

S
E

P
R

O
G

R
A

M
S

. B
E

S
ID

E
S

 T
H

E
 S

T
A

T
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 D
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 C
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 D
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 D
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 C
al

if
or

ni
a 

D
en

ta
l A

ss
oc

ia
tio

n
T

he
 C

al
if

or
ni

a 
Ju

ni
or

 C
ol

le
ge

 A
ss

oc
ia

tio
n

T
he

 S
ou

th
er

n 
C

al
if

or
ni

a 
D

en
ta

l A
ss

oc
ia

tio
n

T
he

 N
or

th
er

n 
an

d 
So

ut
he

rn
 C
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 D
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, p
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ra
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 f
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ra
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 c
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 b
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 d
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 d
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 p
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 r
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 d
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