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’ THE ESVABLISHMENT OF A WELL-ARTICULATED LANGUAGE PROGRAM
IS DEPENDENT UPON DEALING WITH SUCH PROBLEMS AS ESTABLISHING
AND FINANCING FLES PROGRAMS, COURSE OBJECTIVES, METHODOLOGY,
TEACHER QUALIFICATIONS, AND STUDENT PLACEMENT. AT THE SAME
TIME, CONSIDERATION MUST BE GIVEN TO THE OPINIONS OF TEACHER
TRAINING INSTITUTES, THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION; AND

OTHER AGENCIES CONCERNED WITH PROGRESS IN THE LANGUAGE FIELD.
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Perhaps ené way of appreciating the formidable problem of sriiculation in
foreign language instrucbion is Ho review briefly the manye--and sometimes abruptes ;
changes that ﬁave nccurred within the last decade, About ten years ago, some of
us followed what T thiulk can be called a traditional approach %o foreign langvage i

snstruction. In some cases this spproach w.s veplaced by the audio-lingual approach, ;
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which in turn was replaced by the sudio-lingual-visual approach, which is now being
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challenged by the eclectic, the humanistic, the mulbi-sensory and the csoncepsual
approaches,

Instrucsional materials have also been througl the crucible of chenge. Some |
of ug leaped from the bare book 4o the "integrated package" which gradually filled i
car rooms with records, tapes, picture books, flaskeards, magnebic boards, wall
charts, Tilmstrips, £ilms, ready-made and home-made realia and 21l the necessmry
elechro-mechanical ecguipment to bring scme of these components to life. On bhe
norizon, and nobt oo dimly, stand the prospects of progremed individusl learning

naterials and bthe suggestion of swudy cerrels and compuber directed instruction,
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Still another change oscurred--in our students. Nob in their nzturs, but in :
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saelr number. Ther? are move of them, principally et the begimning levels and in

nneven distrivublion &ong the traditionallv taought modern foreisn lanpguapss,
[ 3 ()

These three enanges in Lnsbruct4ona1 approach, iastruchtional materials, and ]
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— student enrollmen: and distribubtion occurred in many parts of bthe state and the

~<:r‘ aation; unforiunately, they occurred at diffevent vimes, ab diffevent spaeds, and

7ith different emphases, The character of these and similar changes seens %o be

<::> vhe crux of the articulation problem. i

So much For recent history., Whah of articulation today? Effeciive arviculadion,

hoth horizonas and vervical, leads wo ap integrated program in which specific and

mecified skills ani appieciabtions that are learncd ab one lavel are strengilhened
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and further developed at tle next level., Any one elomend hat impedes or prevents
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such a continuum of leerning creates a problem of articulation., Articulation thus
viewed is betl complex amd compréhnsive. It is true of articulation betueen levels,
the elementery school, the junior high school and the senior high school, and it is
zqually true of tue colleges and universities whick receive students Trom the lower i
schools, The ¢ifficulties stem from a lack of clezr commmizabion among ‘the various
levels. In some districits teachers do not meet to discuss guaestions which affect
all students of the district. In many cases they hear of eaclh other only through
the stories which students earry between schools.

Another difficulity is that coursss of study are chosen geparately for each

tevel, and there is no teaching staff agrecment on overall sims and goals for the
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entire progrsm., Frequently, thiz results in a movenent of students from a level
of insvruction given audio-lingually to the next level which is tragslation-grammar
oriented;, Sore teachers refuse o acoept what the student has learned in the feeder ]
school and sbert him 21l over sgain from the beginning, Such practices result in
:1isappointment and dissatisfaction,

Hore specific articulation problems usually found in a gre. 6 vo i2 Loreiga
La&nguage sequence inciude:

1. Hstablishing a FiES program
8, How many longuages?
b, Whieh langusges? _
¢o Ffor waich situdents? i
do Or are the answers io these quesitions predetermined by the F.be
progran offered at the recelving school?

2. . Inadequate fund’ -~ of FIES programs
2. Oan school uistricts expect financiel relief end support in order
-bo meintain more than a token FLES progvam, if local funding is
not sufficient? T
3o GCoals 2nd objectives of the total F.L. program
a. fre vhey really measurable and measured in terws of student perfoym=
aree?
b. Is lenguage a social imsbitubion? If so, shovld this fact be eme
phasined ov. the view of language as an inventory of lexicon and
struetures? :
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astrucbional approaeh and methodology

a. s there apparent or real difficulty in articulation between those
teachers who put primary emphases on the reading and writing skills
and those vho stress the oral skills?




5. Teacher qualificztions and ciedeatialing
8, Can we assume that a teacher who meets our present aualifications

and credentialing requirements can teach all levels of foreign
languege instruciion or must he be assigned to the beginning levels?

6. Teacher assignment
a. uho teaches vhat? Does assigning the same teachers to the same
levels of iastruction for several years promoie versicel erticulation?

? . SCheduling
& Is it flexible enough to allow for transitional or maintenance courses

for those high school students who now receive no F.L. training
between their Jjunior year in high school and their freshman year in
college?

U« Stvdent placement - How is it to ba done?

. By fixed formule for a1l incoming freshmen?

0. By tescher recommendabion?

C. By subjective Lest of less than four language skills?

d. %y standardized, objective four-skill test, plus cultural under-
standing?

This list is not complete, for there is much thet can be accommedeted under
“he umbrella of articulation,

Still enother comsideraticn, aside from curricular matiers, is the series of
ngencies that bear, to a lesser or greater degree, upon arbticulstion. The range
nxtends from the classroom veacher to the Foreign Longuage Dopariment Chairman, the
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nounselor, the schonl prineipal, the distriet office, the county office, the teachers
“raining instituctions, the State Legislaturs, and tho State Deparument of Educations
“hiet these various agencics may see foreign longuage ardiculation groblems and
iheiy solubtions from diffevent poinbs of view is understandablz, That these agencies
have as thelr ulvimate and common comcern the assurcnee that the student who embarks

on & study of Joreign lenguages sill be able to pursue ond complete it without hiatus,

unnecessary sebbacks, or regression is also equally clesr, It is ths purpose of this

neeting to explore the various soluiions and o make significant invoads invc the

complex problem of inteprated, cequential foreign ltnpuage learning. We are here to

.ind practical solutions to concrete problems. It is our hope that this meeting

nay serve &5 a basis for further discussion and as a guideline for conhinued renewal

of foreign language learning.
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