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PREFACE

Chinyanja, the principttlanguage of Malawi, is spoken
not only in that country but by large numbers of Malawians
in neighboring countries. This book is intended to give the
student a start in the language, both by providing him with
materials for study, and by guiding him in taking over more
and more of the responsibilities connected with language
learning. The goal is ability to speak a little Chinyi-lja
well, and ability to learn as much more of it as is needed
for individual work situations in Malawi.

The present volume is one of a series of short Basic
Courses la. selected African Languages, prepared by the For-
eign Service Institute. It was produced in cooperation with
the Peele., Corps.

Many collaborators contributed to the lessons. AnLynio
Boutcha, Zimani Kadzamira, Mike Mbvundul,, and Tneac Mouteni
supplied tape recorded samples of Chinyanja. These and the
related exercise materials were checked by Mr. Mbvundula,
and also by Dearson Bandawe, Alex Kalindawalo,Samson Lwanda,
Justin Malewezi, Cikungwa Mseka, and Emilio Msoke. Voicing
of the tapes was by Messrs. Msoke, Lwanda, and Malewezi.
Mrs. Linda Hollander assisted with production and checking
of an earlier version.

General organizing, editing, and preparation of notes
were the responsibility of Earl W. Stevick. Assembling and
editing of the tapes awed much to special techniques devel-
oped by Gabriel Cordova, Director of the Institute's Lan-
guage Laboratory.

Howard E. Sollenberger, Dean
School of Language and Area Studies

Foreign Service Institute
Department of State
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FOREWORD

Unhouseltd, disappointed, unaneltd,
No reckoning made, but sent to my acount
With all my imperfections on my head.

Hamlet. Act I, Sc. 5.

Like Hamletts father, the present course has been sent to meet its destiny

with certain imperfections on its head. Some readers may therefore judge it

!horrible most horrible,. This foreword is written as an interpretation
of the course, in the hcpe that some unnecessary misunderstandings may be avoided.

Most important, the Malawian authors of these materials are in no way

responsible for the flaws which exist in this published version of their work.

The course is based on impromptu conversations recorded by two of the authors.

Parts of these conversations were then selected to serve as the !basic

dialogues, for the units. Format, fur Lhe exercises and ucintent for the !auto-

biographical, sections were suggested by the senior American collaborator, and

these materials were then put into Nyanja by the Malawian authors. Every line

in the book has been checked by two or more Malawians ior gellezal authentl-

city, and most of it by three or more, but certain inconsistencies of spelling

and word division are the result of too-hurried editing. Certain bits of

dialogue and notes on grammar are repeated at two or more points in the course.

Almost all these repetitions -- or treintroductionst -- were intentional, but

in a few cases they would have been removed had time been available for a final

reworking of the manuscript.

Perhaps one of the stronger aspects of this course, particularly in

comparison with other courses in the same series, is its emphasis on using

the dialogue materials, outside of the classroom as well as in it, and on the

!autobiographical, sections, in which the students are expected to supply words

that are of personal and/or local significance to them. The assumption is that

students learn most quickly, and with fewest repetitions, when the meanings of

linguistic forms are most vivid to them while they are practicing them.

In this and in other ways, students are required to assume definite

responsibilities, not just for following instructions, but for contributing

to the content and the conduct of the course. While this of course applies to

every student in the class, experience has shown that it is also wise to have

in each class one student who is responsible for reading the instructions,

seeing to it that mechanical details go smoothly, and serving as a clearing

house for questions, grievances, and other problems as they arise.

Nyanja Basic Course will be of interest to language teachers because the

actual preparation of the manuscript had to be carried out some hundreds of

mites from the nearest speakers of the language. Contact between American and

Matawian personnel was intermittent, for intensive periods of tape recording,

checking of drafts, and classroom use of an earlier edition. The result

displays many of the weaknesses that one would have predicted under such cir-

cumstances. At the same time, however, it is felt that some new, positive

possibilities in this kind of collaboration have been explored.
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The senior American collaborator would like at this time to express his

deep appreciation, both professionally and personally, to all of the Malawian

authors for the truly remarkable patience and dedication which they displayed

during our work together. Thanks are also due to Mrs. Linda Hollander for her

help in preparing and checking the mimeographed and taped materials which were

the preliminary edition of this course. Discussions with Dr. Guy Atkins,

though regrettably brief, were exceedingly helpful. Dr. William Samarin super-

vised Nyanja instruction during six weeks of a summer program in 1964. To all

these persons, the senior American collaborator expresses his gratitude,

emphasizing that blame for errors of fact or organization are not theirs.

Work on this course has been made easier by the existence of Scott and

Hetherwickts Dictionary of the Nyanja Language, and Thomas Pricets The Elements

of Nyanja.

Washington, D. C.
June, 1965
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INTRODUCTION

Any student who begins this course has three handicaps. He is aware of

the first one, but he is probably not aware of the second and third.

1. poi knows no Nyanja. This course contains many useful sentences in

the language, and covers the main points of grammar and pronuncia-

tion.

2. He probably does not expect to use much of his own initiative when

hsjEthdiesanae. In this course, the student is required to

make many of his own observations, select part of the vocabulary to

be used and dpRign scyme of the

3. lieALL10taccsa.nuhinbetween 'learning a language'

(which is an academic game) and 'learning (which

is not necessarily academic and which can be much more fun). This

course contains numerous directions for using Nyanja in real life

outside of class. These directions are not merely suggestions; tkey

Are an essential__Dart of the course.

The course is divided into two main parts. The first consists of Units

1-40, and the second of Units 41-63. In the first part (Units 1-40),

emphasis is on learning to use those words and sentences that the student is

most likely to need repeatedly during his first few weeks in Malawi. The

principal points of Nyanja grammar are introduced, but they are not treated

systematically, and there are few drills.

In the second part (Units 41-63), the materials from Units 1-40 are

reintroduced. This time, however, the units are longer, and more attention

is given to mastery of the grammatical devices of the language.
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Instructors who use this course will fall into one of two categories.

Some will have had previous experience in teaching Nyanja, either to Nyanja-

speaking children, or to European adults, or to both. These teachers will be

aware that this course is organized as it is because it aims at teaching the

student to be self-reliant in his language study. He will then be able to go

on learning more and more Nyanja after he has finished his formal study of

the language. This course is therefore quite different from other: lailyuaja

courses that the students have used in school/and it is probably also quite

different from language courses that the instructors themselves have used

previously.

Other instructors will have had little or no experience in teaching any

language. If these instructors will read and follow carefully the suggested

procedures, they will find that this course is not difficult to teach.
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A procedure for use with each new basic dialocial,

1. Hearing before speaking, and speaking before seeing.

The student should not look at the dialogue until after he has learned

to pronounce it very well. He should not even glance at it briefly. If

he looks act it too soon, he will almost certainly 'hear' - -or think he hears- -

the sounds for which the letters stand in English or in some other European

language. If he waits until after he has learned to pronounce the Nyanja,

he will have given his ear an opportunity to hear the sounds as they are

really pronounced by his tutor.

2. Listening to the dialogue.

The tutor should begin by reading the entire dialogue aloud two or three

times. The student should listen carefully, without trying to repeat. The

tutor should speak at all times at a normal conversational speed. He should

avoid speaking more slowly or more distinctly that he would ever speak with

other persons for whom Nyanja is the mother tongue. Students' books are

closed.

3. Learning to repeat the sentences after the instructor,

The tutor should say the first sentence at normal speed, and let the

students imitate him. Their books are still closed. If their imitation is

completely correct, he should go on to the next sentence.

a. If the sentence seems to be too long, the tutor should pronounce

one small part of it, then a slightly longer part, and finally

the entire sentence. For example, the sentence /Muli kupita

kuti?/ might be built up as follows:

1. kuti?

2. kupita kuti?

3. Muli kupita kuti?
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1111111M

The sentence /Ife tili bwino kaya inu Aussathu?/ might be built

up as follows:

1. ansathu

2. kaya inu ansathu

3. bwino

4. Ife tili bwino

5.
kaya inu anzathu.

6. Ife tili bwino kaya inu anzathui

b. If a student still makes a mistake in pronunciation, the tutor

should correct him by repeating correctly the word that the stu-

dent mispronounced. There is no need to explain the matter in

English. So, for example:

Tutor: bwino.

Student: /ndili bwino. (a wrong pronunciation)

Tutor: jili

Student: ndili

Tutor: Ndili bwino.

Student: Ndili bwino.

All the sent,,aces in the dialogue should be treated in this way.

4. ;earning the meanings of the sentences.

Up to this point, the student has not been told the meanings of the

sentences he is practicing. If he is told the meanings too soon, he will

have a very strong tendency to use English intonations on the sentences.

Now the tutor should say the first sentence, and have the students

repeat it after him. (Their books are still closed.) Then he should give

the equivalent English sentence, and the students should reply with the

givania sentence. If the students make any mistakes at all, the tutor should

say the fiVania sentence again and have them repeat it after him.
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Each sentence should be treated in this way, until the students can give

the Nyanja sentences promptly and without error.

5. Aeading

Now, for the first time, students should open their books and read aloud

after the tutor. When they can do this easily, they may practice reading

aloud independently.

6. jecomina fluent with the dialogue.

Student's books should again be closed. The tutor should assume one of

the roles in the dialogue, and have the students take the other role. Then

he should take the second role and have the students take the first. Finally,

the students should take both roles. This kind of practice should continue

until each student is able to take either role in the dialogue without having

to look at it.

In the English equivalents for Nyanja expressions in this course, use

is made of [ ], ( ), and (' I). Square brackets [ ] enclose English words

Which have no counterpart in the Nyanja, but which are needed in order to

maks a translation into idiomatic English. Round brackets, or parentheses

( ) enclose words which are English counterparts of something in the Nyanja

sentence, but which would not ordinarily be used in the English equivalent.

Round brackets with single quotes are used to indicate a literal English

version of a sentence (").

ix



CHfNYANJA BASIC COURSE

SONE FEATURES OP NYANJA PRONUNCIATION

Speakers of English who are studying Nyanja find the pronunciation less
difficult than it is confusing. Nyanja has no "clicks", no "whistling es"
and no "coarticulated stops", yet published descriptions of the consonant
sounds of the language leave the would-be learner in doubt at some crucial
points.

An example from English may help to mike the problem clearer. Suppose
that a speaker of some other language has learned to pronounce English 122
in two ways; in both pronunciations he closes his lips in order to form the
V. In one, he allows hie lips to open immediately thereafter, and a small
puff of air escapes; in the other he keeps his lips closed indefinitely. Each
pronunciation is quite common in normal spoken English. His question is, "How
important is this physical difference? Are there some words in which only one
of these is correct, and other words in which the other is required? Or may I
just forget about the difference and use these two sounds interchangeably?"
The answer, of course, is that the two are interchangeable. For that reason,
we need not and do not represent the difference when we write. But the same
student of English may find the physical difference between .tlg. and die just
as subtle as the difference between the two pronunciations of top. Yet native
speakers of English do not interchange the sounds that begin these two words;
the foreign learner of English must keep them apart from one another; and the
difference is reflected in our spelling by the fact that we have the two sep-
arate letters t and A.

Returning now to Nyanja, the student will hear sounds that resemble the
in adze, and others that are similar to the z sound in Ago He has no

serious difficulty in making either one of them, but he still needs to know
what status this physical difference has within Nyanja. Are there some words
where he must use dz and not z, and others where z is right and dz wrong?
Or may he forget about the physical difference and use the two sounds inter-
changeably? And what about a ja-like sound with no aspiration (puff of air)
after it, and a p- -like sound that is followed by strong aspiration? How much
attention should he pay to this difference?

In Nyanja, the greatest confusion has been with regard to the sound-types
represented by p, b, pf, bv, f, v, and ph. All of these involve the use of one
or both of the lips, but analogous sets of sounds are made at other positions
in the mouth also. Among these seven sounds, the student will notice differences
of only four types:

(1) voiceless vs. voiced:
P b
f v

Pf by
Ph

(2,3) stop vs. stop-plus-fricative vs. fricative

b
Ph

pf
by

x
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(4) aspiration vs. lack of aspiration
ph

Pf
b
etc.

The relationships of these phonetic features within the economy of Nyanja
may be represented on the following diagram:

Stops

Vo °edt
Bless

Everything to the left of the vertical line is a voiceless sound, while
everything to the right is voiced. Everything within the lower circle includes
audible friction, everything within the larger upper circle has momentary
complete stoppage at some point in the speech tract, and everything within the
smaller circle is aspirated. The 'affricates' /pf/ and Av/ begin with stoppkgs
and end with friction.

In some varieties of Nyanja, the pairs of physically different sounds
21 and f, and by and v, are interchangeable with one another, while in others
they are kept apart. This fact is represented in the diagram by the dashed
line. Some speakers also make a difference, not noted in the printed works on
Nyanja, between aspirated and unaspirated voiced stops /b/ and /bh/: this is
represented as a dotted line. (There is a parallel distinction between /d/ and
/dh/.) The speakers who distinguish /pf/ andibv/ from /f/ and /v/ are not
necessarily the same ones who distinguish between /b/ and /bh/.

This, then, is the situation which lies behind such a statement as that
given in Scott and Hetherwick's Dictionary of the Nyania Language:

F is ... frequently hardened by its corresponding explosive:
thus pl comes to be a fuller form of the simple f . . . . Some
dialects prefer the softer I to gf, and vice versa; words,
therefore, which are not found under the one may be sought for
under the other.
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Iv seems rather to represent a letter hanging
between .y. and jay, and which is condensed into one or
other according to the idiosyncracies of the dialects.

The difference between /b/ and /bh/ is fairly rare, and is not reflected
in the writing system used in this course.

A striking characteristic of relaxed (though not necessarily rapid)
pronunciation is that the voiceless sounds /p/, /c/, /k/, all of Which include
the feature of stoppage, are frequently replaced by sounds which have no
stoppage, and which are voiced. That is to say, the voiceless stop /k/ is
interchangeable in most positions with the voiced fricative which phoneticians
write as WI the voiceless affricate /c/ is often replaced by the voiced
fricative [3]; the voiceless stop /p/ has a free variant [p], which like /v/
is a voiced fricative but is formed between the two lips, instead of between
lower lip and upper teeth, as /v/ is. The voiceless stop /t/ is heard under
the same circumstances as a voiced sound, but as a stop or flap, and not as a
fricative.

Another pair of sounds whose status needs to be made clear are /1/ and
/r/. These are not in contrast with each other in any variety of Nyanja, so
that the student may safely treat them as interchangeable; in general, how-
ever, the I.-like sounds are heard before the vowel /i/, and the 1.-like sounds
in other positions.

At other than the points discussed above, Nyanja consonants are fairly
straightforward. The student should of course be careful in pronouncing
sounds like /Mb/, /nd/, not to add an extra vowel: /ndege/ should not sound like
un-deqe, or padege.

There are only five vowels, and they should cause little trouble. Rem-
ember that they are 'pure' (i.e. they sound the same from beginning to end),
and do not allow the lips, tongue or jaw to change positions during the time
they are being produced. Thus, the progressive lip rounding in the English
word 22fg should not be found in the last sound of /nchito/, and the rising
tongue and jaw motion in say should not be used in the last sound of /apite/.

Matters of pitch and tone are a bit more complex, and are taken up in a
special section which follows Unit 5.
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UNIT 1

DIALOGUE: Nsonthe (a Munyanja man, about 30 years of age) and Peter C. Vernon
(a Peace Corps Volunteer) happen to meet early in the morning, and they
greet one another briefly.

1.

mbnl
a general greeting ('health')

blob;
father, form of address used
with an adult male, espe-
cially if he is married

mil

2.

corresponding form of ad-
dress used to women

[ - ]

Noni bambo.
Good morning.

3.

you are (said to two or
more people, or to one
person in an honorific
sense)

bwinj1
how?

]

N6111. Mull. bwinji?
Good morning. How are you?

4.

till
we are (or honorific 'I
am')

bwin;
fine, good

kaya

[ -- ]
Till bwInO.

(an expression of uncer-
tainity)

you (plural, or singular
honorific)

I'm (honorific) fine.
[ - ]

1nM
And how about you, how are
you?
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Owervations and conclusions:

1. The pitch of the voice is extremely important in pronouncing any-

thing in Nyanja. Because it is so important, it is indicated in this course

by means of written symbols of various kinds. The most graphic of these

symbols consist of straight or curved line segments enclosed between square

brackets. These reflect the pitches used in the tape recordings that accom-

pany this book. The pronunciation of the live instructor may vary slightly

from this.

Try to notice whether the pronunciation used by your instructor is

different from the tape recordings with respect to pitch contours. Do not

spend much time at this, however. Above all, do not let yourself worry about

any differences that you may have observed.

2. The sounds written with the letter /1/. Can you hear any difference

between your tutor's pronunciation of What is written 1 in /ndili/ and in

/mulifl If so, how would you describe that difference in terms of English

sounds?

Can you hear any difference between these same two consonants in the

pronunciation on the tape? If so, how would you describe it?

The letter,, in Nyanja stands for a Whole range of sounds, some of which

sound quite different from one another. Within the system of the Nyanja

language, however, all these sounds are treated as if they were the same:

an unsophisticated speaker of Nyanja would not normally hear any difference

between them. Even so, he might be found to use one of these sounds under

one set of conditions (e.g. after the vowels /i/ and /e/), and another of

these sounds after other vowels.

2
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In this book, all these sounds will be spelled /1/, but the student

should attempt to pronounce each word that contains /1/ just as his tutor

does.

3. The words /tili/ 'we are' and /muli/ 'you are' are partly alike in

their sound and spelling, and also apparently in their meanings, since each

corresponds in these sentences to the English verb 'be'. Try to fill in

these blanks by yourself, and then check your answers with the instructor:

1

'you Cpl. or honorific)' 1

1 1

4. The interrogative word /bwanji ?/ 'how' and the word /bwino/, which

replies to it, are partially alike in their sound and spellinfa, since both

have to do with manner.

Using the dialogue.

1. Greet other members of the dhanges by

the sex of the person being greeted, or of the person who is doing the

greeting? List the chances here:

2. Use this dialogue at least five times outside of class during the

next 24 hours. This should be done on occasions when you and another member

of the class have actually met by chance in the dormitory or on the campus.

4utobioaraphv, Chapter 1

IMMO

Dzina lanu ndani? What is your name?

Dzina langa ndine 'Uje'. My name is

3
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(Learn to ask the questions and to give an answer which is true for.vourself.

Ons such question and answer or set of answers will appear as a part of each

of Units 1-18. In this way you will rapidly develop the ability to deal

with sous of the most frequent kinds of inquiry. Writs into this book any

words or phrases which you need for this purpose.
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UNIT 2

DiALOGUS: The dialogue of Unit 1 is continued.

3.

( -
MOnl. Mall bwinjl?

urn 2
4101111111=11.111M111111111111

Hello. Haw are you?

1

NdIll bwInO, kiyi Ina? I'm fine, and how are you?

5.

ife we

mnza friend, companion

anzathu my (our) friend(s) (plural
or honorific)

. -..
, ]

If: till bwinO,kiyit Ina insatha? Ah, I'm (we're) fine, and you,
my friend?

6.

kupita

kuti

[ -
- - -

Mall kilpftit katl?

7

ow. ripa _ _

Ndlll kapfti

to go

where

Where are you going?

I'm going to Limbe.

[As in Unit 1, listen carefully to the rises and falls of the voice in these

sentences, and try to duplicate them exactly. Try also to compare what you

hear on the tape with the marks that you see in square brackets above the

sentences of the basic dialogues.]

5



UV= 2 CHINYANJA BASIC COURSE

Observations_ and conclusions.

1. Subject prefixes. Compare /ndili/ 'I amswith /tili/ and /muli /.

One form of the prefix for the first person singular is /ndi-/. Notice,

however, that in very polite discourse, a person may refer to both himself

and other individuals in the plural. Sentence 7 is /Ndikupita kuLimbe/, but

the same person, still speaking about himself only, might have said /Tikupita

kuLimbe/. For other examples of the use of the plural in an honorific

sense, see Units 5 and 12. Because English does not use this method of

showing politeness, most students will profit from a bit of systematic

practice at this point.

Exercise 1. Practice in associating honorific /ti-/ and non-honorific /ndi-/.
What would be the more honorific equivalents of the following? Supply

your own answer, then check with the instructor.

NdIll bwInO.

kilpft;t kuLimbe.

Ndlkapftit kilambe.

(1) Practice saying these sentences aloud after your teacher.

(2) Write the more honorific equivalent of each sentence opposite it. You

have now constructed a short, simple drill which you can use to get

yourself accustomed to treating the /ndi-/ forms and the /ti-/ forms

as partially interchangeable with each other.

(3) Then cover the left-hand column and try to give the sentence from

memory, using the sentence from the right-hand column as cue.

(4) Cover the right-hand column and try to give the sentences from the

left-hand column.

6
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2. The word /anzaqiui may be broken down as follows:

a- prefix designating persons in
the plural.

-nza stem meaning 'companion'

-thu possessive adjective meaning
'our', usually separated from
the word it modifies, but
written together with this
particular stem.

This is another example of the use of plural forms as a mark of courtesy.

3. Subject pronouns and subject prefixes.

Inm muli bwanji?

Ife tili bwino.

ZIA ndili bwino.

Notice the correlation between subject pronouns (underlined once) and
subject prefixes (underlined twice) in these sentences. This correlation, or

'agreement', between subject and verb is another feature of Nyanja that is
absent from English. Exercise 2 provides a simple way of doing systematic
practice on this point.

Exercise 2. Associating subject pronouns with corresponding subject prefixes.Your teacher will give you one of the words in the left-hand column.Reply with the corresponding two-word sentence in the right-hand column:

1nu

ife

lne

Mull bwitnjl?

TIll

bwinO.

4. Nvery common verb tense:,./-li ku-/.

Compare this pair of sentences:

/

Muli kupita kuti?

Where are you going?
Mukupita kuti?

7
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MOM

These sentences are apparently completely interthangeab.Le with one another.

Both have high tone on the syllable

The word /kupita/ may be broken down into:

prefix that marks an infinitive

/-pit-/ verb root Ito go'

/-a/ final vowel used in most but not all
forms of a verb

The tense exemplified by these two sentences is 'present progressive'.

This tense is often, )ut not always, translated into English by a verb phrase

containing 'is -ingl. Here again is an important feature of Nyanja

which is entirely new to speakers of English. The student should complete

and use the following exercise.

Exercise 3. The longer and shorter forms of the present progressive tense.
What would be the longer form of the sentences:

NdlOpit

TIkUplt

kUti?

111411m,

After writing the sentences in the right-hand column, and pronouncing

them aloud after your teacher, practice covering one column and giving

the sentences from the other.

Using the dialogue.

In chance encounters with fellow students outside of class, ask one

another 'Where are you going?' and give true answers wherever possible.

Ndili kupita ku

Do this at least five times in the next 24 hours.

8
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hsk----Y-------------Y-----°urteacherf°rexpressionslatwiaij-ndicateourrnost frequent

destinations: dormitory, dining hall, class, store, town, etc. (You may

find that since most of these are cultural concepts not. native to Africa,

you will simply use an English loan word. When this is the case, be careful

to pronounce it as it is pronounced in Nyanja.)

Autobiography, Chapter 2

[ -
Mdc6kalg lava?

L ' _
NdicOkela kuAmeleka.

Where do you come from?

I'm from America.

(The teacher should take about three minutes per day for asking the

'autobiographical' questions from preceding days, and requiring quick and

accurate answers from the students. A summary of these 'autobiographical'

questions and answers may be found at the end of Unit 20. It is suggested

that when the teacher notices signs of tiredness in the class, he leave what

he has been doing and ask these questions for a minute or two. At the end

of that time, he may return to the earlier activity.)

9
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UNIT 3

DIALOGUis Nionthe and Peter meet by chance late on another day. They greet

one another briefly.

[

Mbni bimbb.

1.

2.

Hello (sir).

[

Nbra. Hello.

-*vela to spend the day

usana (Cl. 14); midday
pl. masana (Cl. 6)

uno (Cl. 14)/ ano (C1.6) this

[ ` N `

bwinjl usana Una?

3.

[
-

Tksweli bwina.

How was the day? ('How did you
spend this day ?')

i ('We') enjoyed it fine.

[As in Units 1 and 2, compare the pitches that you hear on the tape with the

marks that you see between square brackets. Do not spend much time at this,

however. ]

Observations and conclusions.

1. The /-a-/ tense. Compare the four words:

yli maswela

tali taswela

The word /mwacesa/ may be broken down as follows:

/mw-/ 2 pl. subject prefix

/-a-/ tense prefix for the V -a-/
tense'

10
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/-swel-/

/-01/

Fill in the following chart:

before /11/ or /ku/ (or
any other consonant)

verb root 'to spend the day'

final vowel

before the tense prefix
/ -a-/

2 pl. /mu -/ /ww-/

1 pl.

1 sg. /ndi -/

(The last box can be filled by following the analogy of the 1 pl. forms.)

The /-a-/ tense is used in some, but by no means all, of the situations

where English would use a past tense (e.g. 'went') or a present perfect

tense (e.g. 'has gone'). There are some verb roots with Which the /-a-/

tense is used more frequently than with others.

2. The same word /moni/ is used in greetings either in the early

morning or late afternoon, or any time of the day.

U.4.rut the dialogue.

In chance encounters with other members of your group, use this dialogue

at least three times within the next twenty-four hours. Remember that it is

suitable for use only in the afternoon or later. Continue to use the dialogue

of Unit 1 for greetings early in the day.

11
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utobiograPhv, Chapter 3

[ - ]

Xwanu ndl ktitl?

41111 1 4
Kwithu ndi kuMassachusetts.

[

i

]

Mbnicokli

[ _

Ndin; MNyinji.

Ndlnit iMiliki.

]

[ - - - 1

canji?

MUmanena cinenelo canji?

Ndimayankhula Cinyanja.

[

Ciyao

[ - -]
Citdmbaki

[ - - _ ]

Clrwalhfli

[ - -]
CingblizI

[ - _]
Clfidinsit

[

What is your (present) home?

My home is [in] Massachusetts.

What is your (ancestral) home?

I'm a Nyanja (person).

I'm an American.

What language do you speak?

I speak Nyanja.

- ]

Clnyinji.

]

Ndfmiynkhilla Ciyid.

. ]

Ndimayankhula CittimbUk.

- ]

Ndfmiyankhfilit

ONO

- J

Cingeleil.

- - - ]

Ndfmiyinkhillit

12
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UNIT 4

DIALOGUE: Months greets Cabwela, a man of about 6o, as they meet by chance

in the early morning.

[ ]

N6n1 bikmb;.

1. Months

2. Cabwela

3. Nsonthe

Good morning, sir.

Good morning.

-gong to lie down

[ - ]

NWitgelni bwinji? How are you this morning?
('How did you deep ?')

4. Cabwela

if e we

O NO

[

if: aganai bwinOpkiyi Gnu ansalthli? I ('we') slept well, and how
about you, my ('our') friend?

aoservations and conclusions.

1. The verb root / -gon -/ 'to sleep' is like / -swel -/ (Unit 3) in that

it is commonly used in the / -a -/ tense.

Exercise 1. Appropriate association of subject pronoun and subject prefix
in the /-a-/ tense, using verb stems /-gon-/ and /-swel-/.

Repeat the following two -word sentences after your teacher. Be sure

that you know the meaning of each sentence as you say it:

13
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Ifl

kuswela

If:

Ina

mw1gOni'bwinji?

TagOni bwIna.

Ndagona bwina.

Ndairwiai

Tiuswell bw1nO.

1wisW:11 lowInji?

(N.B.: Some speakers of
Nyanja have different tones
on the two stem /-rwela/
(or /-ceza/) and /-gona/.)

Your teacher will give you a single word from the left-hand column.

Reply with the two-word sentence.

Write the English translation of each sentence opposite it. Then

cover the Nyanja column and try to give the sentences from memory, using

the English sentences as cues.

2. The 'unmarked' or 'immediate' tense.

Compare these sentences:

Muli kupita kuti?

Mukupita kuti?

Mupita kuti?

Tili kupita kuLimbe.

Tikupita kuLimbe.

Tipita kuLimbe.

'Where are you [now in the
process of] going?'

'Where do you go [today]?'

'We're [now in the process
of] going to Limbe.'

'We go to Limbe.'

As was noted in Unit 2, the verbs with tku-/ and those with /-li ku-/ seem

to be equivalent and interchangeable. They represent the 'present pro-

gressive' tense. The verbs in the other phrases above, however, contain

no such markers. For convenience, the tense they represent will be called

the 'unmarked' or 'immediate' tense. Many of its uses have a sense of

immediacy about them, and the tense is often translated by the English

'simple present'. Further discussion of this tense will be found in Unit 26.

14
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Rxercise 2. Associating different forms of the same subject prefix, using
verb stems /-gona/ with /a-/ tense and /pita/ with the unmarked tense.
Repeat the following sentences after your teacher.

WilgOnal bw4nj1? Wpfti

Tagona bw1no. TWiti

NdlgOni bwInO. Ndfpftli khirabir.

(1) Repeat the sentences again.

(2) Cover the first column and try to give the sentences from the

second column.

(3) Then cover the sentences from the second column, and give the sen-

tences from the first column.

Using the dialogue.

Find out the median age for the members of your group. In chance

encounters, those below the median take Msonthe's part in this set of

morning greetings, and those above the median take the part of Cabwela. Do

this at least five times within the next 24 hours.

AutObiograPhv. Chapter 4

- --
[

li]
[-. -- ]a litl? When did you arrive?

[ ]
_

deilb Ndlniffki dziab. I arrived yesterday.

- -1 [ _ - - ]

kola Ndlnaifi!ka ki16. I arrived a short time ago.

15
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UNIT 5

D/ALOGUE: Peter comes to Msonthe's house, and they greet one another.

odi

[

Odi.

(here said
in lieu of knocking
on door)

2.

-lava to enter

LOwini bimb6. Come in, (sir).

3.

sikomo

[ ]

zik8=6.

-

Nora bisnibb.

5.

[ - ]

M6ni.

(an expression of gratifi-
cation, sometimes trans-
latable into English as
'thank you')

Good morning, (sir).

Good morning.

Observations and conclusions.

1. Greetings. begin after Peter has entered Msonthe's house.

2. The word /lawani/ is an imperative form of the verb /-lava/ 'to

enter'. The simplest imperative form would be simply the stem:

Lows. Enter!

This form is, however, the singular imperative, and as one might guess from

16
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other uses of the plural in Nyanja (see Notes 1 and 2 in Unit 2), it is

unsuitable for use with people to whom one wishes to show respect. The plural

or honorific imperative consists of the stem plus the second person plural

suffix /-nii:

Lowani. Enter!

DAN_ the dialogue.

A dormitory provides an ideal setting for realistic practice of this

dialogue. Use it at the doors of at least five of your fellow students within

the next 24 hours.

In class, dramatize the situation of gaining admission to someone's

home, and go on to exchange appropriate greetings. Do this at least once

for early morning, and once for late afternoon.

Autobiography. Charter 5

[ - ]
mAniffki Att.?

]

NdInifiki licititu.

[

161embi.

[

]

Ndlnifikl

[

lAciniyl.

[ -
lficisan i.

[

When did you arrive?

I arrived on Wednesday.

Sunday.

Monday.

I arrived on Tuesday.

Thursday.

Friday.

Saturday.

17
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PITCH, TONE, AND INTONATION IN NYANJA

After five short units of this course, the student has already had

occasion to make a few informal observations of the ups and downs of the

voice in Nyanja sentences. Perhaps everything seems hopelessly inconsistent,

arbitrary, and unpredictable. It is a bit complicated, to be sure, but not

so much so as it may seem at first. It's mostly a matter of 'you can't tell

the players without a scorecard'. Accordingly, the first step is to make

some very important distinctions.

There are three terms which we must learn to use with especial care

and precision. They are 'pitch', 'intonation', and 'tone'.

pitch refers to the relative height (technically, the 'fundamental

frequency') of the voice, taken as a _wsejiyai_l.ca phenomenon, measureable

by comparison with a pitch pipe, a violin string, or a piano. Pitch is a

plylical phenomenon; intonation and tone are not in the same sense physical.

In order to keep track of the fluctuations of voice pitch, we must make re-

ference to certain linguistic units. There are two sets of these units.

Both sets are made audible by changes in the same physical dimension, and

that is the source of the confusion. The name of that dimension is

pitch.

The two sets of linguistic units which find their physical realizations

in pitch are called 'intonation' and 'tone'. We will talk first about

Nyanja 'intonation' because it has a fairly close counterpart in English.

In keeping track of Nyanja intonations, the basic unit of length is

the 'pause group'; as its name implies, this consists of all the syllables

between two consecutive pauses. So, for example, in the recording of Unit

2, the sentence

Ndili bwino/kaya inu?

consists of two pause groups, and:

18
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Mumalankhula/ciyankhulo canji?(Unit 3, Autobiog.)

consists of two pause groups also.

An incomplete listing of the contrasting intonations which may be

found with Nyanja pause groups will include at least four:

Falling: Taswela bwinb. (First exercise, Unit 4)
(and at the end of any statement)

Rising: bwin6,... [ - ] (Unit 2, Basic Dialogue)

Level: ..titgOnai bwinO... (Unit 4, Basic Dialogue)

Interrogative: Wwitswela bwinjl?

Of these four, the first three are characterized mainly by what happens to

the pitch at the very end of the pause group. The fourth (1 interrogative')

is characterized by a rapidly falling pitch which starts very high. It is

.located on the next-to-last syllable of certain words:

batnji?
[ N

Where explicit symbols for these four intonations are needed in this

course, they may be written as /T, j, -4/ (all at the end of the pause

group), and /// (written over the syllable whose pitch it affects most

strongly).

Note that since T, 4., and -r affect principally the last syllable and

'never does, the interrogative intonation can and does co -occur with rising,

falling, and level phrase intonations.

The second set of linguistic units which affect pitch are called 'tones'.

English (and, with marginal exceptions, all European languages) lack tone.

So for example in Nyanja, under identical intonation contours, the words

/apita/ 'he goes' and /apita/ 'he has gone' have different pitches. And

we have already seen ( Unit 4 ) that for many or most speakers of

Nyanja, two different words in the same tense and under the same intonation

may have different pitches:

19
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Aswell bwina, [ MD 40.

T'agOni bwinO. ]
In the study of 'tone', the basic unit of length is not the pause group,

but the syllable.

Most of the tonal contrasts of Nyanja (Ind perhaps all of them) may be

accounted for in terms of two units, called simply 'high tone' and 'low

tone'. The symbols for these tones are r/ (high) and /'/ (low). (NB

Absence of one of these tone marks over a vowel means that the tone, whether

high or low, has not been written; it does not mean (as in some systems of

tone writing) that the syllable has low tone.]

Each of these two tones is pronounced in a number of different ways,

depending on the intonation pattern that dominates it. Observation of the

recordings which accompany this book provide the following preliminary

generalizations:

(1) The pitch of the last syllable of a pause group is determined, not

by its basic tone, but by the kind of intonation contour. To return to an

earlier example /tagona/ has high tone on the last syllable; this tone

is heard as high pitch except at the end of a pause group. The word Alswel'A/

has low tone, heard as law pitch, except at the end of a pause group. But

at the end of a pause group, the last syllables of both words will be low

if the intonation is falling, high or rising if the intonation is rising.

(2) A high tone on the next to last syllable of a pause group is heard

as high falling pitch.

(3) A low tone on the next to last syllable of a pause group is heard

as low level if the final syllable has basic low tone:

dzulo [, ]

20
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But if the last syllable has basic high tone, then the low tone is heard as

a slightly rising or as a mid level pitch:

kkg1 [ _ ]

clNy6jall [__,_ ]

(4) Otherwise, high tone is heard as high level pitch, and low tone

is heard as low level pitch.

The notation that makes use of marks over the letters is much more com-

pact and easier to use in discussion of tone. For the next few units, how-

ever, we shall continue to use the graphic notation in square brackets so

that the student may accustom himself to the relationship between the two

systems.

21
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UNIT 6

DIALOGUE: Month* comes to Peter's house, and they greet one another. They

have not net previously.

1.

2.

Se

[
Lbeini beabb.

[

3.

kodi

kuno

(Courteous means of getting
attention)

(expression of assent)

Come in, sir!

(an expression of inter-
rogation)

here, around here

KOdi bimbo Peter ill kung! Is (Ns.) Peter around?

4.

ndine I am, it is

[ -
Ndlna Peter, bamba. I'm Peter, (sir).

5.

eti (a surprised interrogative
expression)

- _ )

Ndina bimba Peter ea?

6.

Oh, so you're Peter?

Ee. Yes.
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The student may have noticed the free variation between rising intona-

tion (in 'Dialogue for Learning') and falling intonation (in 'Dialogue for

Fluency') at the end of the sentence Aodi bambo Peter ali kuno?/. This

kind of free variation is quite common, Dsa only under certain conditions.

The student should not take this kind of variation within the speech of his

instructors as license to stop careful copying of the tonal and intonational

aspects of all that he hears.

ateryations and conclusions

1. The word /ali/ 'he is' contains the third person singular subject

prefix, which is / -/. The corresponding personal pronoun is /iye/.

A chart of the pronouns is as follows:

ine

iye

ife

'I, me'

'he, him; she, her'

'we, us'

inu 'you' (plural or honorific)

iwo 'they, them'

(The specifically singular form for the second person 'you' is not suitable

for use with adults and therefore is not presented until Unit 41.)

2. The prefix /ku-/ after verbs of motion like /-pita/ 'to go' is

usually translated 'to'; with verbs like /-1i/ 'to be' it is translated by

some other English preposition, such as 'at'.

3. In the dialogue for Unit 3, the alternatives /Masana/ and /usana/

were introduced, both represented by the English 'midday'. Compare the

sentences containing each word:

Mwaswela bwanji gpana uno?! How was the day?

Mwaswela bwanji mAsana Apo? (How did you enjoy this
day?)
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Notice that the stem /-no/ 'this' has the prefix /u-/ when it modifies

/usana/1 and the prefix /a-/ when it modifies /masana/. This kind of

relationship holds true not only for /-no/, but also for other stems that

modify nouns. One example is / -tatu/ 'three' from the autobiography for this

unit:

lilungu jtatu 'three weeks'

but, if the noun were /masiku/ 'days', the phrase would be:

assiku atatu 'three days'

Nouns in Nyanja can be grouped into 'classes' according to the prefixes that

are used with associated words. This is illustrated by the following examples

using terms familiar from earlier units:

from Autobiography, Unit 3: mTuMbUka (1,2)

mTumbuka modzi

aTuMbUka atatu

'one TuMbuka (person)1 (Class 1)

'three Tumbuka (people)' (Class 2)

from Autobiography, Unit 6: mulungu (3,4)

mulungu amodzi

milungu jtatu

'one week' (Class 3)

'three weeks' (Class 4)

from 'Using the Dialogue', Unit 2: sitolo (5,6), tauni (5,6)

sitolo limodzi

masitolo atatu

tauni limodzi

matauni atatu

from Autobiography, Unit 3:

c iyankhulo glmodzi

ziyankhulo jtatu

24

1 one store' (Class 5)

'three stores' (Class 6)

'one town' (Class 5)

'three towns (Class 6)

ciyankhulo (7,8)

lone language' (Class 7)

'three languages' (Class 8)
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from 'Using the Dialogue', Unit 2: nyumba (9, 10)

nyumba jimodsi 'one house' (Class 9)

nyumba Altatu 'three houses' (Class 10)

Nouns Whose modifiers begin with the prefix /u -/ are grouped together and

called 'Class 3' nouns:

/Mulungu gmodzi/ (Class 3).

If its modifying words have the prefix /1i-/, a noun is designated Class 5,

and so on. Thus, it is important to know which class a noun belongs to

because of the help this gives in using the correct prefix with associated

words.

In the examples above, the classes are paired singular and plural, because

noun stems which are in the same singular class are very often also in the

same plural class.

The class identity of nouns is indicated in these lessons by numerals

in parentheses following the noun:

mulungu (3,4)

The first number represents the singular class and the second the plural

class. It is possible also to group the singular-plural pairs together

without numbers, calling Classes 7 and 8, for example, the CI-ZI Class.

The advantage of this is that such names are a little easier to remember

than the system of numbered classes. On the other hand, the numbers are not

really very difficult to get used to, and the same class numbers are appli-

cable to other languages related to Nyanja; using these numbers makes com-
parison and cross-linguistic reference easier.

Using the dialogue.

1. Go through the dialogue as it stands, at least five times in your
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dormitory. The only change should be to insert the names of the persons

actually involved.

2. Ask another student where one of your mutual acquaintances is.

Answers should make use of the list of place expressions which you assembled

in connection with Unit 2.

j4.4obiographv L Chapter 6

ilti.

[ - - ]

Manifiki lit.?

[
- ]

maliingU Ndinifik'a mulungu wapiti.

milungu

mwezi

[ _

Ndinifika malUngU withi.

When did you arrive?

- ]
I arrived last week.

[

I arrived three weeks ago.

[ - ]
yapItiyi.

[ -

NdinifikA mv4zi withal. I arrived last month.

[

Ndlnifilea mlizi I arrived two months ago.

The recordings that accompany the autobiographical material for this

unit provide a further set of examples of fluctuation in pitch patterns.

These examples are all variant pronunciations of the single question:

Munafika liti?

On the tape, the pitches are:

_ _

Other speakers may say:

[ - _ _
or;
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The student can therefore sound reasonably authentic if he uses any of these

three pitch patterns. But he will sound very foreign if he uses the pattern:

and this happens to be the pattern that a speaker of American English is most

likely to transfer to this Nyanja question. It comes of course from his

own intonation of the English equivalent:

[ 1 ]

When did you arrive?
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DIALOGUE.

CHINYAITA BASIC COURSE

UNIT?

1.

-tuna to want to

- yankhula /-lankhula to speak

nanu
with you

kayihkhali ninu. I'd like to talk with you.

ndithu/nditu

[ ]

Lagani ndlthfi.

]

abwinO, sfkana

[
mbni. Mall bwinji bitb6?

all. War
aft 601 ]

Till bwIn6 inzfitha?

2.

3.

4.

.5

6.

very much

Oh, do come in!

All right, thank you (sir).

Good morning. Haw are you (sir)?

We're fine, and how are you?

mtendele (3) /ntendele (3) peace

_

ktendere ndlthd.
Just fine. ('Muchly peace')

Observations and conclusions:

1. The word /ndimafuna/ may be broken down into: /ndi-/ 'I', /-ma-/

(tense sign), /-fun-/ 'to desire' and /-a/ (final vowel). The /-ma-/ tense

is used in some instances where English would use the 'simple presents tense.
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Fill in the blanks following the analogy of what you have already learned:

ndimafuna I desire

timafuna

you desire

he/she desires

NUmayankhuim Cinyanja?

Amayankhula Cinyanja eti?

(or:Amalankhula Cinyanja eti?)

[The above is not an exercise to be used for oral practice; it is only a

simple reference table.]

2. The element /--tu/ or /--thu/ in /nditu/ 'very much' is added to

almost any type of word as an intensifier or for emplasis. If is often

matched in translations by 'certainly' or 'definitely'.

3. The word /nirill/ 'with you' is paralleled by:

141111 with me

nfifit

naye with him, her

niO with them, with him or her (honorific)

[The student may test his comprehension of the grammar by trying to fill in

the blank in this table.]

Exercise 1. Appropriate use of /na-/ plus personal suffixes and subject
prefixes. Fill in the blanks and then use for practice:

kiwinkhialk

I want to talk with him.

He wants to talk with us.
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Usina the diaZoaue.

In tnformal contacts outside class, begin by telling another person

that you want to talk with him. Continue the conversation with greetings,

or by asking where he is going.

Ask permission to enter another person's room. After you have entered,

exchange routine greetings.

One person (A) tells another person (B) that a third person (C) wants

to speak with him.

Autobiography, Chapter 7

%
ciani

ndege

njt(nje

njIngi

mOto

kap:Inds

[ ;Munafika paciam?

Ndlnifika

[ --
Ndidafkka

pitnage.

]

rAnjinje.

-

panjIngi.

[ - -]
Nanafbea pinjingit

[- ]

yi m6to,

Nanityenda panel.

[ - ]

bitsi Ndingtflkl pkbisi.

30

By what (mode of transport) did you
arrive?

I came by plane.

I came by railroad.

I came by bicycle.

I came by motorcycle.

I came on foot.

I came by bus.
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UNIT 8

DIALOGUE: A and B take leave of one another for a few days.

(` - )

Bimbef

( - )

Bimb6?

Ine ndlkUpitil

(

Mukupita kUZ.3mbi?

1.

Say, sir!

2.

(Yes) sir?

3.

- ]

I'm going to Zomba.

4.

]

You're going to Zomba?

5.

-cita to do

kumeneko there

- ]

clini kamentikb? What are you going to (go
and) do?

6.

Nakilk4sewela 1I m going to have fun ('to
'play'.

7.

-bvina to dance

phwando (5,6) party

madyelelo (6) festival

gule (5,6) dance
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MOO

[ -

Kai 'party', kul a. kabvina, kali There's a party, there's danc-
ing, etc.

[
-

phwindo, kali gide.

1hservations and conclusions:

1. The forms:

Mukalcftg. What are you going to go
and do?

Ndtklikesewaii. I'm going to go and enjoy
myself.

both contain the syllable /-ka-/. In both examples, its tone is

The meaning of j-kit-/ is approximately 'to go and (do something)'.

2. As illustrated in the autobiography for this unit, the Nyanja

counterpart for English 'to have' is /-li ndi/ 'to be with':

Nd111 ndf zIkal '181. 'I have (lam with') 18 years'.

(or am 18 years old.')

Note carefully the tone of the word /ndl/ meaning 'and, with'.

Exercise 1. Use of /-li ndi/ with nouns of Classes 9 and 10.

'I have three bicycles.'

Nd111 ndf njing

All ndi nage ImOdzi.

T111 ndf njingel yA mOtO ImOdzI.

'You have three bicycles?!'

Milli ndf njing eta.?

All ndf nage imOdzi eta.?

mai ndL njingai ya m6t6 ImOdii ea?

Using the dialogue.

In Unit 2, you asked your teacher to give you the expressions for a

number of places to Which you go frequently, near where your language study

is taking place. Now, associate each place with an activity which goes on

there, following the model in Exercise 2.
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Exercise 2. Use of /-ki-h fluency in comprehension and in associating

places with appropriate activities.

Ndiktipftit klinytirdba kkeic4pi

nyximba 'home' (dormitory) -caps zobvala
'to wash clothes'

I'm going home (to the dorm)
to wash clothes.

-gona
'to sleep'

-samba
'to bathe'

taunt. 'town' -gala zinthu
'to buy something'

sukulu 'school' -phunzila
Ito study'

During the next 24 hours, take every opportunity to ask your instructors

or fellow students where they are going, and what they are going to do there.

AutobiograPhv Chapter 8.

[
40 M.

INIMB

Mull ndI zak&. zIngAti? How old are you? ('How many years

have you?')

[

Ndlli ndi z416 '18'. I'm 18.

_
- 1

Ndili ndf zfik6 '20'. I'm 20 years old.
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UNIT 9

DIALOGUE: B asks A where he is from.

1.

kwanu

(-anu)

mai

your (pl.) place

(your (pl.))

mother, my mother

Kwind ndl kdti bimba/Mii? Where is your home, sir/
madame?

kwathu

(vathu)

[_ - _ ]

kwith6 ndl kaZiombi.

2.

3.

our place

(our)

my home is at Zomba. (' As for
me, our (place) is at Zomba.')

[ ]

KwAn4 ndl kAZaribai? Your home is at Zomba?

4.

inde yes

[ - - ]

Indi bkrobb. Yes (sir).

5.

nanga (a general question word)

-bwela to come (back)

]

mbnabwela liti kuno kuBlantyre?

6.

And when did you come here to
Blantyre?

]

I came yesterday.
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Ovisuntions and conclusions.

1. Both of the words:

munabwela you (pl.) came

ndlnibwela I came

contain the syllable /-na-/. Its tone is

This is a tense prefix used for talking about actions that happened in the

past and are thought of as terminated. Compare /ndinapita/ 'I went'.

How would you:

(1) Ask someone when he came here?

(2) Ask someone when Peter went to Blantyre?

(3) Tell someone that you and others arrived here yesterday?

2. Note the words fkwanu/ place' and /kwathu/ 'our place'.

They can be broken dawn as follows:

kwanu kwathu

/kg-/ Acw-I

/-a-/ /-a-/

/-nu/ /-thu/

prefix agreeing with a noun beginning with
iku-/

linking element

possessive stems

The possessive stems are:

-nga my

his, hers, its

-thu our

"'nu your

-o their
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3. In Note 2, Unit 6, it is pointed out that the prefix /ku-/ (in words

like kuLimbe, kuno) is often matched in English translation by prepositions

such as 'at' or 'to'. Note 2 of this unit, however, analyzes the /kw -/

of /kwathu/ and /kwanu/ as a prefix which agrees with nouns beginning with

/ku-/:

Ine kwathu ndi Worhba.

Ewanu ndi Womba?

Therefore, simply equating /ku-/ with an English preposition is not pro-

ductive in terms of learning the Nyanja language.

Nouns like Auzomba/, /kuLilangwe /, /kumudzi/, /kutauni /, etc., can be

grouped together because words associated with them have characteristic

prefixes :

kumudzi kap°

kutauni kuno

to (at) this village

to (at) this town

(/ku -/ before a vowel sounds like /kw-/: /kwathu/. Compare Note 1, Unit 3.)

Therefore, this grouping of nouns fits the definition of a Noun Class (see

Note 3, Unit 6). It is designated Class 17.

Two other classes share with Class 17 the characteristic of designating

location, or often being matched by English prepositions. For this reason,

all three are known as Plocativesill

(Cl. 16) Anafika paniinqa pApo. He came on this bicycle.

(Cl. 17) Akubwela kutauni kuno. He is returning to this town.

(Cl. 18) Ali munviiMba muno. He is inside this house.
iss.e.ma

(Nouns are underlined once, characteristic modifier prefixes twice.)
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Using the dialogue.

The members of the class should ask each other what states they are

from. When someone replies 'I'm from (Florida),' the other person should

exclaim 'Oh, you!re from (Florida), eh?'

Practice in this way until you can ask each of the other students

whether he is from whichever his home state is, and get an affirmative

answer the first time.

Ask other members of the class how they spent the day yesterday.

/Munaswela. /

tobi r a TALmz2zAO!kIter.

[
Munabadwi liti?

[ 3
Netinibgdwa '1940'.

When were you born?

I was born in 1940.
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UNIT 10

DIALOGUE: B asks A where he got his lamp.

-gula

nyale (9,10)

iyi

Bambo, munagula kAti nyile iyl?

_ -1

Nyile imeney1

( 7 ]

kuBlantyre.

1.

2.

3.

to buy

lamp

this (for Classes 4
and 9 only)

Where did you buy this lamp?

I bought this lamp in Blantyre.
('This particular lamp, I bought
it in Blantyre.')

mtengo (3,4) price

ace

[-
]

Ateng; wace bwanji?

4.

'tatu

- _

Mashflingi atatu.

[- - - -
Atitu.

his, her, its

What (was) its price?

three

Three shillings.

Observations and conclusions.

1. This unit provides an example of another verb (/-gula/) in the /-na-/

tense.

2. In the dialogue for this unit, the words /iyi/ and /imeneyi/ were

both represented in English by 'this'. These terms are called 'demonstratives'.
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The difference in meaning and use between the two words above is small

and cannot be discussed here.

There is a set of demonstratives for each of the Classes discussed in

Units 6 and 9:

Modifying
Class prefix Demonstratives

1 u-(or m-) uyu ameneyu 'this'

2 a- awa amenewa 'these'

3 u- uwu umenewu 'this'

4 i- iyi imeneyi 'these'

5 li- ili limeneli etc.

6 a- awa amenewa

7 ci- ici ciieneci

8 zi- izi zimenezi

9 i- iyi imeneyi

10 zi- izi zimenezi

16 pa- apa pamenepa

17 ku- uku kumeneku

19 mu- umu m menemu

(The stem /-no/, translated as 'this' in Units 3 and 6, seems to be much

more limited in use than the forms given above. It is suggested that the

student use /-no/ only in contexts where he has heard Nyanja speakers use

it.)

Exercise 1. Practice with concord using nouns from the Classes 5 through
10.

Ask your tutor to give you Sentences 1 and 2 of this dialogue, but
using the following other nouns in place of /nyale/ 'lamp':
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nykle latiOdzi

nyile ziwili

njIngi kmOdzi

khhsu lim6dzi

makasu awili

dzIlA limOdzI

mazila awili

(Class 9)

(Class 10)

(Class 9)

(Class 5)

(Class 6)

(Class 5)

(Class 6)

cinthia cimodzi (Class 7)

zinthu ziwili

cimanga

wici

milAyi

bilku

clpirwa

(Class 8)

(Class 7)

(Class 9)

(Class 6)

(Class 5)

(Class 7)

Nyile imeneyi ndina gula kuBlantyre.

Nyile zImenizi kuBlantyre.

Mjinga imeneyi ndinacigula kuBlantyre.

Khisfi lkmenell ndnilxgula kuBlantyre.

MAkisia amenewa ndinawagula kuBlantyre.

Dzili 13snenelI ndinaligula kuBlantyre.

Wazlia amenewa ndinawagula kuBlantyre.

cimeneci ndinacigula kuBlantyre.

Zinthu zimenezi ndinaligula kuBlantyre.

Ciminga cimeneci ndinacigula kuBlantyre.

WAci imeneyi ndinaigula kuBlantyre.

Malaya amenewa ndinawagula kuBlantyre.

BUkti limeneli ndinaligula kuBlantyre.

Cipewa cimeneci ndinacigula kuBlantyre.

3. As your tutor says the following words, fill in the blanks and

note the differences:

ndlnagula

ndmnajgiha

ndlnityigUlit

ndinagula

ndinagula

'I bought'

'I bought it' (where /-li-/ 'it' stands
for a noun in Class 5)

'I bought them' (where /-wa-/ 'them'stands
for a noun in Class 6)

'I bought it' (Class 7)

'I bought 1 Wass 8)

'I bought it' (Class

'I bought them' (Class 10)
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Using the dialogue.

Inside, but also outside of class, ask you friends where they got cer-

tain articles of personal property.

Autobiography. Chapter 10

[ - -

Mnibadw la kuti?

Ndlnibaidwila

Ndinabadwila

kUTAngknyikk.

kulEnglandl.

I

I

What family were you born into?

I was born in Tanganyika.

I was born in England.

I was t-rn in England/Europe.

I
Ndinabadwila kaMinglan&s. I was born in England.

la
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UNIT 11

DIALOGUE: Two schoolboys are talking about their schoolwork.

[
Ee, John!

1.

2.

Hey, John!

phunzilo (5,6) academic study

[

kaphiinzI1O :baler:chi bw&Inji? How are (your) studies going?

3.

[ -1
MAphiInzI1O?

4.

Studies?

Yes.

5.

-nena to speak

zimenezo those [things]

[
14Isinene zimen&S.] Don't say (talk about) that!

6.

-lemba to write, draw

lelo today

maeso (6) test

[ _ _ _ - - ]

KOcif munalemba maeso lelb?

MID

koma

OM. Maw Mip

7.

Did you take a test today?

but

anglemb'a maeso koma... We took a test, but...

42



CHINYANJA BASIC COURSE UNIT 11

1. The word /musanene/ 'don't speak' is, historically speaking, a negative

subjunctive form. However, it is widely used as the negative counterpart of

the imperative:
- -

LtwAni. Enter!

Don't enter!

Nengni. Speak!

WieNnene. Don't speak!

Notice the elements which make up the 'negative imperative' form:

(1) The negative has the second person plural prefix /mu-/ (and not the

second person plural suffix /-ni/),

(2) The final vowel is /-e/ and not /-a/.

(3) The negative prefix is /ca-/ and not /si7q.

(4) The negative prefix is placed between the subject prefix and the stem,

and not at the beginning of the word.

2. The word /zimenezo/ as used in this dialogue may be freely translated

'those (things)' (Class 8). This is an example of a second kind of demon-

strative which is identical in form with /zimenezi/ and /izi/ (discussed

in Note 2, Unit 10) except that the final vowel is /-o-/. For example, in

Class 8 the form is /iz2/ 'those' instead of /izi/ 'these' and /zimenezo/

instead of /zimenezjj. Class 7 is /icy/ instead of /ici/ and /cimenecW

instead of /cimeneci/.

Haw would you suggest to a person:

(1) That he not go to Limbe?

(2) That he not buy this lamp?

(3) That a third person ought not buy this lamp?

(4) That he not take this lamp?
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(5) That he not talk with Peter?

(6) That a third person should not tike the test'

aing_:the dialogue.

Ask another person when he went to some particular place. His answer

should contain either 'yesterday' or 'today'.

Autobiography. Chapter 11

r - _
- _

Whk614 infi Where do your parents livw?

]

If4 jlkukhala piftipf ndf Ifl.

-
ambit AkUkhili piftfpf ndf ZOmbi.

/ 1

nyinji Akukhals pifdpf ndl nyinji.

Akkhili pkfdpf ndl mipill.

They live near us.

They live near Zomba.

They live near the lake.

They live near the mountains.

]

mUdzi ltilalkhfla kuniudzl.. They live in he village.
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Unit 12

DIALOGUE: Conventional questions used when A and B meet by chance on a

path.

1.

-ima

-tuna

- _ _ I

APeter!

NdifUni kUlinkhUlk

2.

6

zik806 bambo.

3.

-coka

-cokela

-

Nakbcdikili katl?

4.

ku-

to stand, wait

to desire

Peter! Stop.

I want to speak with you.

All right (sir).

to come from

to come from

Where are you coming from?

to, at, etc.

nchito (9) work

-

NUnchito. From work.

5.

- .1
kUnchito? You're coming from work?

[ - -

Ningi makbpiti kiati?

6.

45
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7.

mudzi (3,4) village

- - ]

Ndik4iti krotldzi. I'm going home.

8.

( -
kaprtA

Observations and corciusions.

You're going home?

1. Notice the literal translations of these sentences:

I am going-to at work.

Ndikupita ku- nchito.

'I'm going to work.'

I am going-from at work. 'I'm leaving work'.

Ndikucokela ku- nchito.

In the English sentences in the right-hand column, the difference in

direction is expressed mainly by the choice of preposition: either 'to'

or 'from'.

Corresponding to the English prepositions, one finds in Nyanja the

locative prefix /ku-/. But this same prefix appears in both sentences.

In Nyanja, the difference in direction is expressed entirely by the choice

of the verb root: /-pit-/ (motion towards) or /-cok-/ (motion away from).

2. Compare the following expressions:

TAU bwino.

Ali bwanji?

Kays: inu Anzathu?

Lowaj bambo.

1/ am (plural or honorific) fine.'
(Unit 1)

'How.are you (plural or honorific)?
(Unit 1)

'How about you, our (plural or honorific)
friend(s)? (Unit 2)

'Come in (plural or honorific), sir.'
(Unit 5)
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TaimaDj.

APeter!

'Stop (plural or honorific).' (Unit 12)

'Peter (plural or honorific)! (Unit 12)

All the underlined plural elements refer to just one one person. Using

the plural form, however, even when one is referring to oneself, is a mark

of honor and respect for the person spoken to. The relationship between

/ndi-/ (first person singular) and /ti-/ (plural or honorific) was noted

and practiced in Unit 2. The polite imperative /-ni/ was noted in Unit 5.

In the last example above, /a-/, the characteristic prefix for Class 2

(the plural petoonal class), is affixed to the name 'Peter' as a courteous

mean- of referring to him in any way. Here, of course, it is used as a

form of address.

Using the dialogue.

Inside the class, but also and especially outside of class, take every

occasion to ask your friends where they are coming from and where they are

going. Try to develop the habit of repeating the other person's answer, a

courteous practice exemplified in Sentences 5 and 8 of the dialogue for

this unit, and also in many others of the dialogues you have already net.

Autobiogravhy,, Chapter 1?

1

nelO il6ngd ndi icimwfinse? Do you have any brothers and
sisters?

[

... .... .... . N
' ''']

ilid111 ndf icimmin4 Ali, ndf Albngb

(- - - 1

himusl.

47

I have two brothers and one
mister.
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DIALOGUE.

m

[ O. WA Aft

Mtnibweli ilt. iPeter?

'MO
1111110,

NdIn4bweli
I

CHINYANJA BASIC COURSE

UNIT 13

1.

Kia6Mbi.

[ - ]

Kia6mbA?

indi bamb6.

Dialogue contains no new material.

Observations and conclusions

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

"en did you come, Peter?

I came yesterday.

From where?

From Zomba.

From Zomba?

Yes (sir).

In Unit 6, it was pointed out that nouns are said to be in certain

classes because they share the characteristics of having certain prefixes

on modifiers. Another characteristic of these classes is certain prefixes

on verbs of which they are the subject, and Note 3 in Unit 10 illustrated

verb prefixes when class nouns are obiects.
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Note the differences among verb prefixes (underlined) in the phrases

below:

(Cl. 1) MalOng8 wice ill mUnyllmbi. His sister is in the house.

E-
(ci. 2) MAk616 Ace]Ali munyumba. His parents are in the house.

C - -3
(ci. 3) MUndi with' uli paphili. Our field is on the hill.

(Ct. 4) Mindi yid iii kicknginyiki. Their fields are in Tanganyika.

(Cl. 5) Beal lili kaimbe. The bus is at Limbe.

(ci. 6)
1c -I

Mablik6 ingi ali kusUktilu. My books are at school.

(Cl. 7) Ciminia cili manyilmbi. The maize is in the house.

(Cl. 8) Zlawa zili mUsItOlo. The hats are in the store.

(Cl. 9) Nage ili kuBlantyre. The plane is at Blantyre.

(Cl. 10) Nyile ;Ili kUinsliat. The lamps are at the market.

Ask your teacher how you could:

(1) Say that you came here from New York yesterday.

(2) Ask someone when he left home.

(3) Suggest to someone that he not leave town today.

(4) Tell someone that Peter left Blantyre for Zomba yesterday.

Autobiography, Chapter 13

- -
.. - ]

14h11 w6kwaitilk? Are you (a man) married?

1 _ .- - _ _
- _ 3

Inde ndili wokwitilit. Yes, I'm married.

Manikwitlwk? Are you (a girl) married?

iai, aandlnikAttfwe. No, I'm not married.

The students should copy down the expressions that are on the tape but not

in the book:
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UNIT 14

DIALOWS14 A asks S about the expected length of his stay in Malawi.

1.

-khala to stay, to reside,
to be

tsiku (5) masiku (6) day (24 hours)

Intl &Peter. Medzikhilit misiku ingiti

[ - - - ]

kiiMilAwi?

Hey, Peter, how long ('how
many days') are you going to
stay in Malawi?

2.

okondwa pleased

moyo (3) life, baalth

A,onse all

[ - 7

tne nd3dzakhala wOkOndwa kakhili I'll be pleased to stay all
my life here in Malawi.

[
saw

]

161116 maoya, wingi wonse.

[ ]
Mhli kilc6k4lit

Observations and conclusiong

1. Compare the words:

ndinapita

ndidzapita

3.

4.

I went

I will go

50

Where are you coming from?

From Salisbury.
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titenga we took, brought, got

tidzatenga we will take, bring, get

UNIT 14

Use of the prefix /-dza-/ is one of the ways which are available in

Nyanja for expressing time relationships. Its tone in all these examples

is . As far as their tones are concerned, verbs that

contain /-na-/ seem to be exactly parallel to words that contain /

Exercise 1. Use of the /-dza-./ and /-na-/ tenses with appropriate time
words.

Fill in the blanks, and than use for practice:

kiadMbit

Anylmita adzaipita kiadmbi lila.

TinAkhkli kilnytimbi

Anylmita adzakhala kilnytiMbi le1O.

Munfikhala kanylimbA dziab?

kOma ndidzkhAl ktulytimbit

/

We stayed at home yesterday.

The boys will stay at home today.

Did you stay at home yesterday?

No, but I'll stay at home today.

2. The verb /-khala/ is used in Sentence 2 in two different ways:

Ndidzakhala wokondwa... I'll be pleased

Here the word that follows /-khala/ is /wokondwa/. This word contains the

verb stem /-kondwa/ 'to be pleased'. The /w-/ at the beginning of the

same word is a concordial prefix which agrees with singular personal nouns

or pronouns (in Sentence 2, line!). The /-o-/ is characteristic of this

particular type of verb form. The plural,personal form would be /okondwa/.

Tili okondwa. We are pleased.

Note that the /-o-/ in the prefixes of these forms is usually pronounced

/-66-/. It will therefore be written with the special tone mark /-o-/.
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Exercise 2. Use of /-kondwa/ and fluency in the use of appropriate tense
/-dza-/ or /-na-/.

Fill in the blanks and than use for practice.

Tidzikhilk okondwa kakhili

Tidzikh'ala okondwa kukhala kixambe.

TIdzikhli OkOndwa kupita 3LLimbe.

Tidzakhala okondwa kabweli kanb.

Ndinill wokondwa kubwela kuno.

Tinali okondwa kubwela kuno.

He will De glad to return here.

He'll be pleased to speak with you.

He spoke with you.

He spoke with us.

Will he speak with us?

sing the dialogue.

Ask various individuals how long they are going to stay at your present

location. All members of the class will probably give the same answer, but

the question can be asked of or about various staff members as well, from

the president of the university on down. This provides an occasion for

questions in third person singular and plural, in addition to first and

second person.

Go through a five line dialogue of this kind with five different

people, outside of class, within the next 24 hours.
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Autobiography. Chapter 14

[ N

ndi La? Do you have children?

(- -

Inde,t111 ndi gni atitu. Yes, we have three children.

- -- -
Till ndi inyamiti We have two boys and a girl.

_ _ _
-

ndI itsfkana Amodzi.

[ - - - -

Till ndf Mnyamatg mmodzi, We have one boy and three girls.

,

ndi itsikana

Till ndi AnyamAtg MMOdzi.

ziwili Till ndi Anyam4tA awfli.

zingi Till nd1 gnyAmAtA Angi.

Atsikana Till ndi atsikarA anal.

zititu Till ndi atsfkaA Atitu.

innyimitti Till ndi anyamiti itatu.

cimOdzi Till ndi Anyamitg MmOdzi.

...,tell..
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UNIT 15

DIALOGUE.

1.

- ]

KOdi kwanu ndl kuti? Where do you live?

2.

-athu 1 pl. possessive 'ow.'

[ - ]

Kwithd ndl keLildngwe.

3.

[ - - 1 - ]

Kwind ndl ki2L114ngwe?

4.

[ - - - ]

Inde bambo.

5.

[ - - _ ]

KuLilangwe!

[ ]

Oo. Eti.

-dziwa

-
- ]

Ndfdziwgko.

My home is at Lilangwe.
('Ours is at Lilangwe.')

Your (home) is at Lilangwe?

Yes (sir).

At Lilangwe!

Oh! You don't say!

to know

I know it (that place).

Observations and conclusions.

The word /ndi/ is used in Unit 9 and in the present unit in sentences

like:

Kwanu ndl kuti? Where is you (home)?

the tone of /ndi/ in all of these sentences is The tone on

this word is even more important than the tones of most other words in Nyanja

onversation. Compare:
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Muli ndl ana? Do you have any children? ('Are you with
children?')

The word for 'and, with' is / / with tone. It thus differs

only in tone from the word /nd1/2 usually translated 'is, are'.

Exercise 1. Using /ndi/ in association with place names.
Fill in the blanks and then use for practice;

Ndinabadwila kilBoston.

Kwanu ndl kilBoston eti?

ndingbdwif4 kliM11W1.

Kwao ndi

Do you know Boston?

Yes, I know Boston well.

Where were you born?

Where is Mr. from?

2. In /ndidziwako/, the final element /--ko/ is another example of an

enclitic (see Note 3, Unit 7). It can be added to the end of almost any

word and is usually represented by the English 'there'. The enclitics

/--ko/ plus /--po/ and /--mo/ correspond to Classes 17, 16 and 18 respectively,

and therefore have a general locative meaning. In the dialogue, /--ko/

agrees with the Class 17 noun /kuLilangwe/.

Using the dialogue.

Ask of each other the questions contained in this dialogue. Ask and

answer the same questions about people who are not in your class.

Practice repeating parts of statements or answers that you get from

other people as illustrated in Lines 3 and 5 of the dialogue. Practice
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also the use of /eti /. These two devices are useful in gaining time for

yourself when the pace of a conversation gets a bit too fast for you.

Autobiography. Chapter 15

[ - - - -- - - -1
Mtkilfdni kitpingi clinl ktinb?

[ - -
rased.

What are you planning to do here?
(said to PCV)

]

kUthindizi k4Angi I want to help to build roads.

Nd1k4ftini kathindlza kUcipitili. I plan to do medical work. ('...to
help in the hospital.')- - _

]

Ndikaftlni kilphanzitsh. I plan to teach.

56



CHINYANJA BASIC COURSE UNIT 16

tntrr 16

DIALOGUE.

1.

-gwila
to catch, hold, get

-_
Nod/ inu iMsonthi, mdmigwili Oh, Mr. Meonthe, what kind of

work do you do?
[ - ]

nchit6 yinji?

[

ini,ndimagwila nchit6 yi

ON& 411. ]

Wcarpentee,

-

Mtniphianzili kiatl nchito

Ofas

111110 ONO

- - ]

Ndiniphdnzilk kazombii.

I

Amipbanzitsi bwinb?

[ -
Inds ndithd.

.10

2.

3.

4.

.0

6.

57

I do carpentry in Blantyre.

Where did you learn it?

I learned it in Zomba.

Do they teach well?

Yes, indeed.
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observations Auld conclusions.

1. Compare these three sentences:

Ndinigwila nchito.

Ndigugwila nchito.

Ndingwila nchito.

I worked.

I will work.

I work.

In the last of these three sentences, the tone of the tense prefix is

/ /. This prefix is likely to be used in situations where the verb

refers to an action or a condition which is generally or regularly true.

Exercise 1. Fluency in appropriate use of the kima-/ tense.
Fill in the blanks and then use for practice.

MUnigwh.i nchft6 yinjl? What kind of work do you do?

What kind of work did you do yesterday?

nchit; yibwinO ndlth6.

Amithindizi kiapingh mixed.
[ - 3

Amipiti kiltafani mwimf 411 wOnse.

They teach very well.

2. The word /Imenemil (Sentence 3) agrees at two points with the noun

/nchito/ 'work' (Class 9). The places in the word where this agreement is

manifested have been underlined. Another word of a related set was found

in the dialogue for Unit 11: AimeneI2/. The underlined portions indicate

agreement with Class 8 or 10. Still another example was /1mene2/ in Unit 8.

txercise 2. Concord with demonstrative imene/i and possessive.
'ill in the blanks and use for practice.

SingA imOdzi lriunagula kUtl njingi

Imeneyi?

NdI yilbwin6 kw&mbfli.

58

Where did you buy that
bicycle?
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njIngi kilt1 njingi

ziminezi?

Ndl zibwInb kwimbfli.

nyil lamOdzi Winigai nyil

iminayi?

NdI yibw/nO kwimbili.

nyil

clpivra clat6dzi

slpiwa

khisu

mIkkisu idbfli

&silk

mIzIll idbfli

titan ja ltroddsi
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mililinje imbfli

miliyi imOdzi

nsilu imddzi

3. Note in Sentence 2 the word /u'carpenter' /. The prefix /u-/ (Class 14)

is used in forming abstract nouns, even (as in this example) with words that

are recent borrowings from another language. These nouns are grouped to-

gether as Class 14, a class which is thought of as 'being neither singular

nor plural'. When a singular-plural differentiation is made, the plural is

formed like nouns of Class 61

umwana wace

ulendo wabwino

malendo abwino

'his childhood' (Class 14-no singular-plural
differentiation made)

'a good journey' (Class 14)

'good journeys' (Class 6)

6o
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UNIT 16
.111111111

Using the dialogue.

1. Ask and answer questions about each other's occupational specialties,

and where they were acquired.

2. Introduce one member of the class to another and add information about

his occupational specialty and where it was acquired.

Do this at least three times, outside of class, within the next 24

hours.

Autobiography. Chapter 16

dzikci Anal? Do you like this place?

/nde,ndlkblik6ndi kwimbili. Yes, I like it very much.

Iii ndl dzik6 libwIn; ndlthli. This is a very beautiful country.
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UNIT 17

1.

-
[

-
- - - - _ _ - ]

Mai bimbO ratimikhi14 kati, Er, Mr. Cabwela, where do you
live?

NamikhAli kilCip6to. I live at Cipote.

[ - ]

Oh, at Cipote.

-mva to hear, feel

2.

3.

4.

[ MI* 4.0
]

andlnklimA dzini 11meneli. I haven't heard that name
(before).

5.

( _ ]

amtlnalimve? You never heard [of] it?

6.

Observations and conclusions.

Compare the words:

ndinamva

sindinamve

No, I never did.

I heard...

I haven't yet understood...

(The student should notice carefully the tonal patterns used by his own

instructor in pronouncing these two words.)
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Exercise 1. Fluency in the use of negative forms with the /-na-/ tense.
Fill in the blanks and then use for practice.

Anilfmvi dzfrat limineli?

Sindlnilfmve dzfni 1/mined.

dzalb?

Sindinipfti kuLCrnbe dzulb.

t_

Anithindizi ana?

Sltfnitth'andlzio ana.

Manitingal njIngi yice?

Sitinatenge njinga yace.

Munagula mazila ace?

Sindinagula mazila ace.

MUnaphunzitsa bwino.

Sindinaphunzitse bwino.

Sindinaphunzitse ana ace.

Did you hear this name?

I haven't heard this name.

Did you go to Linbe yesterday?

I didn't go to Limbo yester-
day.

Did you help the children?

We didn't help the children.

Did you take his bicycle?

Did you buy his eggs?

I didn't buy his eggs.

You taught well.

I didn't teach well.

I didn't teach his children.

KOdf iisOnthe iniplti

Iii, aMsonthe ainitpite

KOdf anylmiti ithtiani?

Anyamata sanapite kutauni.

Kodi anyamata anayankhula nAnu?

Anyamata sinkyankhule nine.

Kodi CeuSe anayankhula ninu?

SirAiyankhule nife.

63
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Did Msonthe go to town?

Msonthe didn't go to town.

Did the boys go to town?

The boys didn't go to town.

Did the boys speak with you?

They didn't speak with me.

Did Mr. speak with you?

He didn't speak with us.
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The usual form for this negative with the /-na-/ tense is the syllable /si-/.

The subject prefix for third person subjects, singular or plural, is the

vowel /a-/. The last few of the above sentences indicate that when these

two elements occur together, they are pronounced as the single syllable

/

Using the dialogue.

Go again through the 'Where are you from?' routine. This time, each

member of the group should reply with the name of some place near his home,

but so obscure that other members of the group are unlikely to have heard

of it. The others should ask for sufficient information so that they can

locate it near some place that they know about.

AutobiograPhv. Chapter 17

c- - - -

MadzAkhili kung?

[

-

Ndidzikhili ziki

NdidzAkhili ciki cim6dzi.

64

How long will you stay here?

I'm going to stay for two years.

I'm going to stay for one year.
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UNIT 18

1.

DIALOGUE.

M6mWdz&Ak6 kiiglanja?

[ - -

KiMlanje?

Bs. KUMlanje.

2.

3,

Have you heard of Mlanje?

Mlanje?

Yes, Mlanje.

4.

kumene the place where

[ - - _ 1 ,

AmakhAla? Is that where you live?

5.

si not

[

^,eni N eni exactly, genuine
.1.1 a... MI.

fi,si kdAanje kwenf kweni, No, it is not exactly at Mlanje,
but at Cipote.

( - " N

kbmh kuClpote.

Observations and conclusions.

Compare the sentences:

Kwanu ndi kuMlanje?

Kwathu sr kuMlanje.

Is your home at Mlanje?

My ('our') home is not at Mlanje.

he negative counterpart of /ndi/ 'is' is / /.
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Exercise 1. The negative of /ndi/ with days of the week and place names.
Fill in the blanks, and then use for practice.

a1.6 ndl 181emba?

Lel?) ndl 14ciwIli.

LelO al

Is today Monday?

Today isn't Monday.

Today is Tuesday.

Is today Tuesday?

Today isn't Tuesday.

Today is Wednesday.

Practice groups of three sentences like these for each day of the week.

The instructor or one of the students asks the question, and another student

gives both sentences of the answer.

Exercise 2. Use of /kwanu/ and /kwathu/.
Students should answer in terms of their actual homes.

KwAnu ndl kiiChicago?

KwAthu sl kaChicago kweni kweni.

Kw6thu ndl kimheaton.

Is your home in Chicago?

My home is not exactly in Chicago.

My home is in Wheaton.

(Practice groups of three sentences like these; allow each member of the

class an opportunity to give the two answering sentences at least once.)

Exercise 3. Use of /kweni kweni/ and/Pafupi/. (At the end of the preceding
exercise, the teacher and the members of the class should know where each
of the other members is from. Using that information, practice groups of
three sentences like the following:

Kwnu ndl kliChicago?

SI kaChicago klAnikweni.

Ndl kufupi ndi Chicago.

Is your home in Chicago?

It's not exactly in Chicago.

It's near Chicago.
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A model for the last of these three sentences may be found in the auto-

biographical section of Unit 11. Note that in the phrase /pafupi ndi.../,

the second word is /ndi/ land, with', with high tone.)

Using the dialogue.

Within the next 24 hours, practice the contents of this dialogue out-

side of class at least twice in first and second person, and also twice

in third person (i.e. asking one person where another is from ).

Autobiographv, Chapter 18

[ milM ]

PelkbkhlS kuti tscipnd? Where are you living at present?

[ _ ]

kiiBlantyre. I live in Blantyre.

[ -

rAftipi ndi pant. I live near here.

[
I

ndi nyanja. I live far from the lake.
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DIALOGUE.

[

nkhUku (9,10)

- - N

UNIT 19

1.

chicken

ladf nkhlikti zons4zi ndi. zinu? Are all these chickens yours?

2..

[

Ee. Ndi zingix ziansezi. Yes, all these are mine.

3

-gulitsa to sell

[ J ]

lapdt mangandigaltse ImOdzi? Can you sell me one?

4.

[ 4

CAbwinb, Good.

Observations and conclusions.

1. Sentence 1 of this dialogue contains the word /nkhuku/ 'chicken', which

is 'in Class 10'. To say that a word is 'in Class 10' is simply a conven-

tional way of saying that certain other words that are associated with it

in a given sentence will include prefixes or other elements which contain

the sound /z/. In this dialogue, the Class 10 elements are underlined:

Nkhuku zonsezi ndi zanu? Are all these chickens yours?

Ndi zanga zonsezi. They are all mine.

If instead of /nkhuku/ the first word had been /ana/ 'children', the two

sentences would be:

Ana onsewa ndi anu? Are all these children yours?

Ndi anga onsewa. They are all mine.

6b
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Compare also:

Cinthuci ndi canu?

Ndi canga.

Is this thing yours?

It is mine.

This relationship between a noun and other words that are associated

with it is called 'concord'.

Exercise 1. Concord practice with possessives and demonstratives.

Fill in the blanks, and then use for practice.

nkhau chicken

nkhifoulyi
this chicken

Nkhatiyf ndl yinga. This chicken is mine.

nkhukuzi
these chickens

[-
nkhuku zonsezi all these chickens

Nkhuku zonsezi ndl zanga. All these chickens are mine.

njIngi bicycle

njIngiyi this bicycle

NjIngityi ndl yanga. This bicycle is mine.

njIngrizi
these bicycles

njIng4 zonsezi all these bicycles

Njingi zonsezi ndl zanga. All these bicycles are mine.

nyAle lamp

nyileyi
this lamp

Nykeiyi ndl yanga. This lamp is mine.

69

these lamps

all these lamps

All these lamps are mine.
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khisu

khasuli

Khisdli ndl langa.

mikisfiwa

makasu onsewa

Mitkeistil &alio/a ndi anga.

thing

this thing

This thing is mine.

these things

all these things

All these things are mine.

this maize

all this maize

All this maize is mine.

(Write out comparable groups of sentences for /mwana/, /nchito/, /njinga

ya moto/, /cipewa/, /waci/, /dzila/, /khasu/.)

The correct use of these concordial elements is of the utmost import -

once in speaking Nyanja. It is therefore suggested that the amount of time

pent on this unit be double the average amount that has been spent on

ach of the preceding units.



Exercise 2. Use
priate concord.
blanks, and then

nkhilku

nyile

njingi

mikisu

mabuku

int

CHINYANJA BASIC COURSE UNIT 1

of /-li ndl -/, 'to have'l response using /na-/ and appro-
Treat all the following nouns as plural. Fill in the
use for practice.

Ningi mull. ndl. nkhuku?

Nanga muli ndC nyale?

Nanga muli ndl njinga?

Nanga muli ndf mikisu?

Ndill nizO.

Ndili nano.

Ndili nayo.

Ndili

Using the exercises.

In groups of 2-4 students, practice the exercise of this unit, aiming

for rapid-fire correct responses. Members of the group should take turns

in giving nouns in either English or Nyanja, and calling on other individ-

uals for replies. Keep score to see who gives the largest number of

totally correct responses. Or the format of the spelling bee may be use-

ful, both in the classroom and outside it.
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DIALOGUE.

[ - ]
MOnl iMilinzi.

[ ]

*Int

.11110

CHINYANJA BASIC COURSE

UNIT 20

1.

-
]

bangl mall kupita katl iMIlinzl?

2.

3.

4.

Good morning, Mr. Milanzi.

Good morning, Phili.

Where are you going, Milanzi?

msika (3,4) market

( Mk,
ONE

tfal, till kpitai kmmolk)si. I'm going to the market.

5.

[ - - ]

Mak4itart }tarns/kit? Oh! You're going to the market?

6.

Yes.

Observations and conclusions.

1. Note the special intonation used by both parties in their initial

greeting of one another. It is important, however, that neither the

students nor the instructor take time in the language class for discussion

of this phenomenon.

Fill in the blanks in the following sets of sentences, and then use

them for drill:
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Exercise 1. Use of /sf/, negative of /ndI /, combined with /...inga/, 'mine',

/...ace/ 'his', and ieti/.

'It's not mine.'

'They're not mine.'

sr winga.

83. inga.

Si yanga.

Si langa.

Si canga.

Si zanga.

'It's his.'

'They're his.'

Ndi wce.

'Oh, it's his, eh?'

'Oh, they're his, eh?'

Ndl wace eti?

Exercise 2. Fluency in response to /Mull ndC ?/ and /ngati?/, using various

nouns and appropriate concords.

Mull ndj. ina?
Do youlhave any children?

Ndili nio.

All nil?) itngiti?

nio iwfli.

I have them.

How many do you have?

I have two of them. ('I have

them two.')

Do you have any chickens?

I have them.

How many do you have?

I have two of them.

Do you have any eggs?

I have them.

How many do you have?

I have two of them.

(Write out comparable sets of four Nyanja sentences for 'books!, 'hoes'

and other nouns from Units 1-20.)
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In Units 21-30, tones are written for most words, but the student will

find occasional omissions and inconsistencies. The purpose is to reduce

dependence on graphic indications of tone, since Nyanja as ordinarily

printed or written does not show tone at all.
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DIALOGUE.

Haa! Miakkoftal k6s3ia?

Mkukigulitsa clans?

nsoMba (9,10)

NAkiik441its4 nwinba.

1 /
Haa. Munakatenga kuti nsonba

Am4nizi kM114nzi?

A. Ndlnagula kiljani,kAmwinza,

malile (6)

k611114 ndf

UNIT 21

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Oh! You're going to the market?

Sure.

What are you going [there] to
sell?

fish

I'm going to sell fish.

Where did you (go and) get
these fish, Milanzi?

I bought [them] at Mwanza,

boundary

near the Portuguese border.

7.

Nd. zelbwInO nditha Are they very good?

8.

xwg bash.. Of course.

Ndidzakhala wokondwa kugula nson%ba

zanu.

9.

75

I'd like very much ('be very
pleased') to buy [some].
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ClbwIna.

Zikam6,

10.

11.

OServOions and conclusions.

This dialogue contains no new points of grammar. Its sentences do

however provide frames for practicing again sane of the grammatical

relationships which have appeared in preceding units.

Fill in the blanks and then use these sets of sentences for practice.

1. Bract ce in cortibinin a rs o s ntences e ressin destination and

purpose.

0 % / /
Ndifilna kugula nsomba.

Ndbalpftg'kxlmslk?t.

Ndikupita ktimslkit kukagula nsOmba.

Ndlki'lkafgag ns(56bit

Akupita kwao.

76

I want to buy some fish.

I'm going to the market.

I'm going to the market to
buy some fish.

Mr. Cabwela wants to buy
some fish.

He's going to the market.

Mr. Cabwela is going to the
market to buy fish.

Peter is tired.

Peter is going home to sleep.

Peter wants to talk with
the boys.

He is going to the school.

Peter is going to the school
to talk with the boys.
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eggs

maize

The boys want to dance.

They are going to town.

The boys are going to town to
dance.

Use of the same class concord throughout a series of four sentences.

a bicycle

nyile

hoes

I'm selling eggs.

Are they good?

Yes, they're very good.

I'll be pleased to buy
your eggs.
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books

3.

dmiing%a Kuli cfmng

Ndl cgbwIn?)?

Ndi abw1nO ndithtldi.

nsciraba

manila

There's maize at the market.

Is it good?

.11111100.11.

MO

[The student should add to this exercise by asking the instructor for the
names of things that are commonly sold at a market. For each new noun,
prepare sets of three sentences as illustrated above. Write them in the
space below, and practice them.]
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Using the dialogue.

Before you make a trip to the drug store, bookstore, laundry, etc.,

notify a fellow student, and let him ask you wnat you are going there to

do.
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MIT 22

D/ALOGUS.

1.

mkazi (1,2)

extf Bamba imsOnthe, mall

akizi?

.../

woman, wife

Say, Mr. Msonthe, have you a
wife?

2.

-peneka to doubt

Haa. Osapineka fyai. Yes, indeed. (1 No doubt.1)

3.

nda. 4n1 angiti?

ndi in4 awfil.

z8kOndwhatel.

4.

5.

Haw many children do you have?

I have two children.

That's interesting.

Supplementary vocabulary: Numbers from 1-10. Fill in the following chart.

Practice until you can recite it from memory either as vertical columns or

as horizontal rows.
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1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

lo

mwana mtongo khaau caka njinga
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The following chart is just like the one on the preceding page except

that the student should supply his own nouns by asking the instructor for

the names of various countable articles that he handles in his everyday

life:

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10
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Fill in the blanks and then use for practice in agreement between nouns and

numerals. [Note to the instructor: The numbers in the left-hand column of

this exercise have been put into the wrong class intentionally.]

mwini nedzi one child

lkizi Nidzi Amddzi one woman

zlwili kkAzi awfli two women

Anylmkti awfli two young men

atitu 6y6Ati three young men

ns6mba ns6mba atitu three fish

m4dzi ns6mba one fish

nkhUku one chicken

iwili two chickens

mwIng two children

zingiti ana angati? how many children?

ns6mba how many fish?

wfli two fish

mIsikl two markets

1/mOdsi one market

Using the dialog e.

Ask fellow students how many they have of the articles Whose names

have appeared in this and other units.
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DIALOGUE.

UNIT 23

1.

As. Nang gnu Ada AmIkhili And where do you live, sir?

2.

A. Inc nediakh414 klaiwinza. I live at *stanza.

3.

tali far

ktill ndIthu? Is it very far?

4.
% /

Iyai. Pang ono basil. No, just a little.

Observations and conclusions.

Verb forms that contain the tense prefix /-Ima-/ are found both in

this dialogue and in the dialogue for Unit 16. The observant student will

have noticed certain inconsistencies in the tones with which these words

are pronounced on the tape and printed in the dialogues.

In general, people who write lessons in foreign languages do their

best either to iron out such discrepancies before letting their books go

to press, or they are careful to 'explain' them (i.e. to find parallels for

them) elsewhere within the same language. The compiler of these materials

is not, at present, in a position to do either, because of the manner in

which the raw materials for the course were obtained.

This temporary embarrassment on the part of the compiler can in fact

be of advantage to the student. Given the patience to follow the remainder

of this note carefully, he will learn much about how such problems are
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solved. More important, he will learn how he himself may go about untang-

ling other sets of apparently confusing data that he may meet in his later

study of this or some other language.

The first step is to sort the data out into groups and subgroups of

forms that seem to have something in common with one another.

The kina-/ verbs in Unit 23 are:

mmakhala you live

ndimAkhala I live

Looking only at the tones, the pattern is:

Compare these with the /-ma-/ verbs in Unit 16:

umagwila you get

ndimagwila I get

The tone pattern by itself is:

The second of these two tone patterns is different from the first in

two important ways:

(1) it has only one

(2) The tone of the subject prefix is in the first

pattern, but in the second.

The next step is to think of as many hypotheses as possible that would

fit these data. Three hypotheses are:

(1) The first of these tonal patterns is used with /-khala/ (and

some other verbs), while the second is used with /-gwila/ (and

some other verbs).

(2) The difference is a matter of dialect: one tone pattern may be

used for /..ma-/ forms of all verbs in one geographical area, and
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another pattern in another area. One or more of the persons who

made the tape recordings may have lived in both areas and may

have learned to use the two patterns interchangeably.

(3) The difference between the two tone patterns may have a grammat-

ical function.

The third step is to test the hypotheses. One may do so in either

of two ways:

(1) Collect and sort out a large number of other examples of the

/ -rna -/ tense taken from spontaneous conversation in which the

speakers are not thinking about tone patterns.

(2) Ask a speaker of the language directly whether he would also

accept the pattern / / in Sentences 1 and 2 of the dialogue

for this unit, and whether he would accept / / on the

examples from Unit 16.

Each of these methods has an advantage and a disadvantages

Advantage

Disadvantage

Method 1 Method 2

Very likely to give valid

results.

Can be done very quickly.

Requires more time and

effort in the short run,

Less likely to give valid

results, so that in the long

run, it may require more

time and effort to achieve

valid results.
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Another point which the student may find instructive is illustrated by

comparing:

ndimakhala

umakhala

amathandiza

The problem is to summarize both these tone patterns in the way that is

simplest and easiest to remember. Thus:

(1) subject prefix has high tone, / --ma -/ has low tone: /-khala/ (and

presumably certain other verb stems of two syllables) has high

tone on the first syllable of the stem, and low tone on the second.

The stem /- thandiza/ (and presumably certain other verb stems of

three syllables) has low tone on the first syl1able of the stem,

high on the second, and law on the third.

(2) High tone on subject prefix and on the next-to-last syllable of

the stem.

Which of these two formulations is simpler and easier to remember?
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UNIT 24

DIALOGUE.

Aa. Nang gnu Ambb rgrolkhil4

A. kimatnza.

-peza

njila (9,10)

KbdI ndinglp4z4 bwinji njIlk pop tit

kimwinza?

-uza

Ndingltenge

lapeinal miingAnd/tize nj31a Ace?

1.

2.

3.

And Where do you live, sir?

I live at Mwanza.

to find

path, way

How can I find the path/road
that goes to Mwanza?

to tell

Can I take a bus? or can you
tell me the way ('tell me its
path ?')

-tha to do, finish, be able

mend?) (3,4) leg, foot

Ee. Mutha kilendgfpiansf. You can walk.

ndi mwendo.
6.

tali far

Ndl At4li ndlthti? Is it very far?

7.

Iyai. Ang'OnO b1.151. No,just a little.
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Observations and conclusions.

1. Compare these verbs:

ndindapeze I can find

ndimpeza I found

ndiamtenge I can take

ndinatenga I took

The two sets of verb forms that are illustrated in these words differ

from each other in three ways:

(1) One set contains /-nga-/ where the other contains

/-na-/.

(2)

(3)

When /-nga-/ appears in a verb form, the corresponding English expres-

sion often contains the word ' 1

Fill in the blanks and then use for drill:

Nding&kwIl 'bins'.

89

I can take the bus.

We can take the bus.

We can sell these eggs.

They can sell these eggs.

They can go to Mwanza.

Can you go to Mwanza?

Can you dance?

He can dance very well.
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Fill in the blanks and then use for drill, being especially careful of the
tones:

Nd1ng1P1m1:

Ndinapeza njila.

I can find the way.

I found the path.

Peter found the path.

Peter can find the path.

Peter didn't find the path.

The boys didn't find the path.

The boys can find the way.

One boy can find the way.

One boy can speak Nyanja.

One boy can understand Nyanja.

All the boys can understand
Nyanja.

All the boys can go to Mwanza.

All the boys will go to Mwanza.

All the boys went to Mwanza.

Two boys went to Mwanza.

We went to Mwanza.

2. In the preceding part of this unit, the noninitial prefix /-nga-/

was met as an approximate equivalent for English 'can, be able'. The

sentence:

Mutha kuenda pansi. You can go on foot.,

contains a quite different translation equivalent for 'can, be able', the

verb stem /-tha/.

There are then two translation equivalents for 'can, be able':

(1) The prefix /-nga-/ with a stem that ends in /-e/ instead of

the more usual /-a/.
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(2) The verb stem /-tha/ followed by an infinitive beginning with

/ku -/ and ending with /-a/.

The investigator---or the student who wants to become self-reliant in

tackling such problems as they arise --will ask two questions at this

point:

(1) Can the /-nga-/ form be substituted for /-tha/ plus infinitive

in all sentences where the latter occurs? Can /-tha/ plus

infinitive be substitued for the /-nga-/ form in all senten-

ces in which it occurs?

(2) If the answer to both halves of (1) is 'yes', do speakers of

the language seem to feel that the two differ in meaning?

(3) If the answer to either half of (1) is 'no', then what is

the simplest way to predict when one is required to use only

one of these two forms?

There are two ways of getting answers to these three questions: patient

examination of a large body of data, and direct questions asked of a speaker

of the language. The advantages and disadvantages of these two modes of

inquiry were summarized in Unit 23. If the student elects to try the short-

cut, he should spend not more than five minutes on it. He should regard

the resulting conclusions as only temporary. Final proof of their validity

must come from observation of non-selfconscious speech.

Using the dialogue.

Using Sentence 3 and 4 as general models, ask the instructor to give

you directions from the place where you are located at this moment, to some

nearby place that you visit frequently (dining room, library, post office,
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etc.). Memorise these directions, and list here the new words that they

contains

[Som students may want to do the sane for directions to one or two

additional places near your present location.]
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UNIT 25

=LOOM: A younger friend comes to visit an old man whom he knows.1

-ona

sliabO, MI/Amnia kadsiktianini.

1M+ kenlla ktdsindfanal

mtima (3,4)

mnil AAA ndi. mtima wibtr1n6

tsopano

eodi nail bwinj1 tscholn64

Ndlil kNmvi bw1n.

- pangila

- dya

cakudya (7,8)

Ana Ik4angliinf cikddya?

1. The text
student will
the tape, in

1.

2.

3.

4.

6.

to see

Father, I've come to see you.

You've come to see me?

heart

(But) you are a very nice
person. ('You have a very
good heart.')

now

How are you feeling now?

I'm feeling fine.

to prepare, for some
person or purpose

to eat

food

Have the children fixed food
for you?

printed here agrees with the 'Dialogue for Learning'. The

notice discrepancies between this and the other sections of

Sentences 1 and 3.
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7.

Inds. mwkni wing& wi windiping111 Yes, my daughter has fixed me
some food.

cikUdya.

Observati.oni and conclusions._

1. Compare these sentences:

Tlaplat kUhiOnk Bimbo AcItow1411. We went to (go and) see Mr.
Cabwela.,

Bind We came back to (come and) see
Mr. Cabwela.

Unit 8 discussed the use of /-ka-/ as a noninitial prefix that means

approximately 'go and Sentence 1 of this unit illustrates the use

of / -dsa -/ 'to come and ...'.

Fill in the blanks and then use these pairs of sentences for drill.

Cover the right-hand column and try to give the /-dza-/ sentences, using

as cues the /-ka-/ sentences of the left-hand column. Then reverse the

process, and work from the /-dza-/ sentences to the / -ka -/ sentences.

'We went to see Mr. Cabwela.' 'We've come to see Mr. Cabwela.'

Tlnipita kukaona Bambo Acabwela. Tabwela kudzaona Bambo Acabwela.

Tint:plea ku'town' klitkida Hambb Tlib4611: kn'o kUdziOna Bimbo

abwla. Acabwela.

kwice Tklowlak kwelnu

niye. ninu.

ku'town' )alkibvfna.

klueslA AdzigUlitsa

mIlllgnje.

[Note that the tone of the object plefix varies according to the tense of

the verb with which it is used.]
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2. Compare these sentences:

vidlibolak khdidagOni.

xdlbwlll kadzikOnitia.

MwlbwIll kadsing/Ana?

MWobb4i411 kadsWona?

I've come to see you.
(said to a child)

I've come to see you.
(said to an adult)

You've come to see me?

You've come to see us /me?

We went to see him.

We went to see them.

The underlined syllables in these sentences are chosen according to the

person, number, and class of the object of the verb. For this reason they

are called 'object prefixes'.

Other examples of object prefixes were found in Units 24, 19.

MunganAluse njila yace? Can you show me the way to

Mungandigulitse imosi?

it?

Can you sell me one?

Complete this chart of the personal subject and object prefixes:

I, me

you

he, she

Singular

5.p. o. p.

Plural

s. p. o. p.

ndi-
i

I
-ndi-

I

1

u-

I

I

I

mu-
1

1 ku...ni

a-
1

I

mu- a- I wa-

I

Pill in the blanks and then use for drill:

Tidziktithandlia.
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Andzindfthandlsk?

Mudzatithandiza?
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(3 og.)

(3 pl.)

Tidsa tandisa.

Tidza tandisa.

Fill in the blanks and then use for drill.

'How many chickens can you sell me?'

Anginalgaitie nkhdku zIngiti?

Angkagtillts1

ly4
p

1w6

gnu Tabwela kudzakuonani.

lyi

1w6

Pill in the blanks and then use for drill:

MUngandnze njIlk yoplta

kimwinza?

96

Nudsa thandisa?

Mudsa thandisat

'I can sell you two.'

NdInglklIgaltsen1 ziwili.

Mwabwela kudzandiona?

Can you tell me the way (that
goes) to Mwanza?

Can you tell us the way to
Mwanza?

Can they tell us the way to
Mwanza?

They told us the way to Mwanza.

They didn't tell us the way
to Mwanza.

They didn't tell him the way
to Mwanza.

I didn't tell them the way to
Mwanza.
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Vskpg the dialogue.

At each meal during the next 24 hours, ask what kind of food 'they'

have prepared for you. Learn the Nyanja terms for all the items on the

day's menu, and list them here:
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DIALOGUE.

Zfkalm; blMbao.

Lawanf bimbo.

CHINYANJA BASIC COURSE

UNIT 26

1.

2.

Excuse me (sir).

Come in (sir).

3.

ngial whether

A. Ndfeinit kildzfwa ngla mUpla

kLambe

kUp4n4ki kwAMbili.

4.

mad

I want to know whether you
are going to Limbe today.

I doubt [it] very much.

mother, my mother

Nanga amai apita kuti lelo? Where has Mother gone today?

munda (3,4) field, garden

Amai, apita kumunda. Mother is going to the garden.

Observations and conclusions.

Compare these verb forms:

mumpita you went'

muAzapita 'you will go'

mupita lycl go'

mu(11) ]pita 'you are going'

mumApita 'you [regularlya go'
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Each of the first, second, fourth, and fifth of the verb forms in this list

contains a subject prefix ( /mu- /), a tense marker (underlined), and a stem

(/-pita/). The third contains the same subject prefix and the same stem,

but no tense prefix. This has been called, for convenience in talking about

it, the 'unmarked tense'. In many of its uses it seems to be 'immediate',

or 'instantaneous' in its meaning, sometimes reminiscent of English 'where

do you go toaay?' 'what do you do today?'

In what respects does the tonal pattern of the unmarked tense differ

from the tonal patterns of the other tenses? [Any generalization that is

made at this point must, of course, be checked against further occurrences

of these tenses that will be encountered in the future.]

Fill in the blanks and then use for drill:

Na 4pft:t kZitl

kUtl liO?

mtliagngal cia(n1 1.w)?

APeter eiVIng'a ciani lelo?

Mel knipitl dztab?

Analpftit ktiti dzia?

Munapanga ciani dzulo?

APeter anapanga ciani dzulo?

hie Ndfpltil kumunda le1O. 13ndffUnl kUp/t1 kUmunda le1O.

IA Tplta StifUria

lye

IwO
.

'Are you going/do you go to Limbe today?'

'I'd like to know whether you're going to Limbe today.'

k4Limbe ALI)?

Ndifuna kudziwa, ngati mupita kuLimbe lelo.

MUgwIlal nchitO lath?
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glipg th, dialogue.

Ask questions that could possibly be answered by 'yes' or 'no'.

Instead of these two replies, however, use replies like 'Yes, indeed!'

doubt it very much', 'I don't know.'.

In how many of these replies is it possible to use the word /kaya /?
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UNIT 27

DIALOGUE: [Continuation of Dialogue for Unit 26.]

dzuwa (5)

Dztlwi lOns411?

1.

2.

sun

All this sun?!

Ee. Ndlthu. Oh, yes indeed.

-bvutitsa to cause someone to be
troubled

0o. AkwZ:bvtidis;: mil kwimbrli! Oh, you're giving her a lot
of trouble!

3.

4.

Ii. 8ikwibv6t1tak fil. It's not troubling her.

5.

Aavuta to trouble, to be
difficult

All kAdzkwa kilt1 dzfla 11n6 You know that this country
is very hard.

ndI lObvilta?

6.

-konda to please, to love

-kondwa to be pleased, to be
happy

madzulo (10,2) later afternoon (10,2)

masana (6) afternoon

Nadzgkhilla wOkOndwa kuipiza, I'll be glad to see ('get')
her.

madzulo ano.
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Observations and conclusions.

Compare these sentences from the present unit:

Ndidzakhala wokondwa kuwapeza

Disiko lino ndi lobvuta.

I'll be glad to see her

This country is very hard (to
make a living in.)

and this sentence from Unit 24:

Kodi ndingapeze bwanji njila How can I find the road that

alkskuMwanza?

The three underlined words may bA analyzed as consisting of a subject

prefix (/w-/ Class 1, /1-/ Class 5, /y-/ Class 9) plus /-o-/ plus a verb

stem. The first syllable of the word and the syllable that follows it are

high in tone; all subsequent syllables are low. The prefixes written with

/-;-/ are usually pronounced [-oo-].

goes to Mwanza?

As far as their function in the sentence is concerned, each of the

underlined words in these three examples is a little different from the

other two. All, howeNar, may be said to be in some sense 'modifiers of

nouns' or of noun-like parts of the sentence: /wokondwa/ modifies /ni-/

/lobvuta/ modifies /dziko lino/ 'this country' but is separated from /dziko

lino/ by the word /ndi/ 'is', /yopita/ modifies /njila/ 'path' and stands

immediately after it.

njila Opfta icrdwgnza? Is there a path that goes to Mwanza?

Kula limeA Apfta kimwAnza? Is there a road that goes to Mwanza?

There is one road that goes to Mwanza.

There are two roads that go to Mwanza.

There are two buses that go to Mwanza.

There is one bus that goes to Mwanza.

Is there a plane that goes to Mwanza?
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DzikO 11na ndl latvuta.

Dz1k8 11nO ndl 16k6ndwiletsa.

nchito
This work is very interesting.

miphUnzflo
This course is very interesting.

kUbvilta
This course is very difficult.

njIla
This path is very difficult.

This land is very difficult.

Using the dialogue,

Ask the instructor for three very common sentences, which you can use
in your everyday life during your language training, that begin with

/ndidzakhala/ plus an /-o-/ adjectival form of a verb. Try to get sentences

in which the /-o-/ forms are from other verbs. List new vocabulary here:

Use each of these sentences at least once during the next 24 hours!
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UNIT 28

DIALOGUE: Peter has just arrived .at the home of a friend.

Honi aPeter.

Zikomo bambo. Moni.

Muli bwanji?

Ina nd111 bwln.

-bvutika

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Hello, Peter.

Oh, nice to see you! Hello.

How are you?

I'm fine.

to have trouble

Koma barobo nabViltika pZi)bw414 ktinO But (sir) I have had a lot
of trouble getting here.

ndlthd.

MwIplindk bwanji nanga?

-socela/ -sokela

6.

7

-zungulila

Ndinas4Cela; neayena njill yOztingthIllt.

Oh. How did you come?

to wander, lose one's way

to be or go roundabout

I went astray; I came by
('in') a circuitous path.

Observations and conclusions.

Compare these verb forms from this and preceding units. All contain

the root /-bvut-/ 'to give trouble or difficulty'.

ndZbvutiha I'm troubled' (but the source of the
trouble is not specified)
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mukuwabvutitsa.

dziko lobvuta

0. 4

You are causing her ('them') trouble.

a difficult country

The underlined parts of these sentences are located between the verb root

and the final vowel. They are called 'extensions', or 'stem extensions'.

Each extension has its own effect on the basic meaning of Cite verb root to

which it is added. It is not uncommon for two or more extensions occur

together in the same word. Get from you instructor a short question and

an answer, using /-bvutika/, and some or all of the verbs suggested in the

left-hand column. Write them into the book and then use them for drill.

kilbwdla

kUphhall

.
kugona

kiln4na/
kAykikhula

kukOnza

1.10AbVUt&a kubwela k68? Did you have trouble getting
here?

Iai, ndbvUt&a pang' ono

blsl/pokha.
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Usina the dial«rue.

Ask the instructor to describe two alternative routes for getting from

your present location to some point within a half mile of you. Learn both

seta of directions, and decide which one is [more] difficult.

Say that you wanted to go to that place but that you got lost. Describe

the route that you followed, clearly enough so that the instructor or a

fellow student can tell you where it was that you went wrong.
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Moni &John.

Moni bambo!

MUli bwanji?

Atandell ndlthd.

-dzela
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UNIT 29

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

F:

Hello, John.

Oh, hello sir!

Haw are you?

Oh, just fine.

Angdzell msed irti? How did you come?

6.

Ndin&dzlk meet wfikfiMidimh. I came by the Midima road.

Sfndfniibviltfke pObw414 kung. I had no trouble getting here.

7.

-kwela to climb

Ndingkwelift bash.. I took the bus.

8.

-lipila to pay

NdIngifpla '4/6'.

-bele

ndalama (9,10)

pamenepo

AnikUbilinf (ndalama)

9.
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money

there

They cheated ('robbed') [you]
(money) there.



UNIT 29 CHINYANJA BASIC COURSE

Observations and conclusions,

The dialogue contains only three new words, and no new grammatical

points at all. It does, however, introduce the very important practical

matter of prices. For most Americans, pricing things in Africa involves

two separate problems; learning to use a new currency system, and becoming

accustomed to local price seals' for various commodities. The drill material

which follows should therefore be practiced for the cultural information

that it contains, as well as for its linguistic aspect.

1. Pounds, shillings and pence in the context of American merchandise and

price levels.

Oh, you've bought a ! (name of article commonly
purchased in your present
location.)

Yes, I bought it at ' (place)

I paid

Oh, you paid

(price in pounds, shillings,
pence)

(price in dollars and cents)

clpewa Oh. Munagula. clp4wa eti!

ku (name of store)

btikhu

ealayg.

NdinSlfplA 'Ll.1.0'.

AinAllp111 'three dollars'.
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kOlOkO

UNIT 29

[It is important that the list of items used in this exercise be extended

to include a large number of small everyday purchases: soap, razor blades,

writing equipment, etc. In this way, prices in shillings will be associated

with amounts of money that the student handles daily. If the student does

not know the Nyanja word for an item, he may either use the English word

or ask the instructor for the Nyanja expression.]

2. Approximate price levels with Malawi.

In this exercise, assume that you are in a small town in Malawi.

Munagula mazila eti?

Ndinawagula kumsika.

Ndinalipila . [Here, the instructor

should mention a usual fair price for the article

or articles under discussion. The student should

try to remember the price for each article.]

nth6ci

nylia ya ng'Onee

nsol6ba

[Repeat this exercise for a large number of items that the students

will probably be purchasing in Malawi.]

[After the three-line conversation has been practiced as shown above, the

instructor's role should be taken over by one student, and the student's

role by another. Try to use, for each article, the same price that the
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instructor gave for it.]

If any new words have been introduced during these drills, list them

here:

As the final drill in this unit, go through the same three-line con-

vtarsation again, with two changes: (1) in the third line of the dialogue,

the answer may be either the usual price, or a somewhat higher price. If

a higher price was paid, the other person should reply with /Anaba ndalama

pamenepo./ or its equivalent. If the usual price is mentioned, the other

person makes some other appropriate comment to show that the price sounds

about right to him.
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UNIT 30

DIALOGUE: Peter C. Vernon is being introduced to a gathering of people.

1.

AmveliAn1 nems4nu. Listen, all of you.

2.

bwenzi (1) friend
pl. mabwenzi

mlendo (1,2) traveller, stranger

Lllb till ndl rglIndO wathu w4C6k6A Today we have our guest (who
is) from America.

kU'Americal.

3.

Dzfnig lace ndl Peter. His name is Peter.

4.

conco so, then

mau (6) words

COnco tikufuna kuti It14ze nciattl So we want him to tell us what
he has to say to us. (1 fbee

11. ndI mg:. whether he has words for us.')

5.

Zikomo kwambili. Thank you very much.

Observations and conclusions.

1. The following words are examples of a polite imperative formula:

Tamvelani. Listen!

cf. -mva to hear

-mvela to hear (with reference to
something)

Taimani. Wait! ('Stand [still]!')

cf. -ima to stand, wait
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The student should keep his ears open for other examples of this kind, but

the matter will not be drilled in this unit.

2. Sentence 4 of this dialogue contains a new verb form:

Tikufuna kuti atiuze... We want him to tell us...

The word /atiuze/ contains a subject prefix /a-/, an object prefix /ti-/,

a verb stem /-uz-/ and a final vowel /-e/.

Verb forms that have /-e/ instead of 1-al as final vowel have appeared

in earlier units, but only:

(1) as negative forms, beginning with the initial prefix /si-/, or

(2) as potential forms, containing the noninitial prefix /-nga-/.

In the word /atiuze /, neither of these prefixes is present.

This word is an example of a 'subjunctive' form.

Subjunctive forms of the verb are used in a number of different ways.

Instead of looking for a general rule on when to use the subjunctive,

or a general summary of its meaning, the student will be better advised

to learn and practice one of its uses at a time.

Fill in the blanks and then use for practice.

Sakufuna kutiuza njila.

Tikufuna kuti. atiuze nj3.la.

Sakufuna kupita kumsika.

Tifiln\a kuti 61te kamslk.

Sitikufuna kupita kumsika.

Akufuna kuti tipite kumsika.

Sitikufuna kukhala pano.

Akufuna kutC tikhale pano.

112

He doesn't want to tell us the way.

We want him to tell us the way.

He doesn't want to go to the market.

We want him to go to the market.

We don't want to go to the market.

They want us to go to the market.

We don't want to stay here.

They want us to stay here.

I don't want to stay here.

Do you want me to stay here?
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I don't want to prepare food.

Do you want me to prepare food?

I don't want to get married.

My parents want me to get married.

I want to get married.

My parents don't want me to get

married.

Sakufuna ku(i)gulitsa njinga yace.

Tikufuna kuti aigulitse.

Sindikufuna kutenga mabukhu.

Mukufuna kuti ndiatenge?

I don't want to prepare food for you.

Do you want me to prepare food

for you?

I don't want to buy this hat.

Do you want me to buy it?

He doesn't want to help us.

We want him to help us.

He doesn't want to sell his bicycle.

We want him to sell it.

I don't want to take/get the books.

Do you want me to get them?

Using the dialogue.

After noon and evening meals, one student rises and introduces another

student, using his real name and the name of the state that he is really

from. The student who is introduced rises, makes courteous remarks,

and then goes on to add a sentence or two of his own.
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UNIT 31

DIALOGUE.

1.

-kwatila

-kwatiwa

Inu 1Piter, mull OkwitIlat

2.

14ard blia.

to marry (used when the
subject is a man)

to marry (used when the
subject is a woman)

Bay, Peter, are you married?

3.

-kula to grow

I'm not old [enough yet].

4.

cibwensi friendship

filliba alb:Ansit

nic; kwithu.

5.

Don't you have a [girl] frieLd?

I have one at home.

Observations and conclusions.

1. Compare these sentences:

Bindinakule. I'm not big/old [enough].

Ana anu akula. Your children are big.

Ana anu akula kwambili. Your children have grown fast.

The present tense verb in the English translations of the first

example is matched in the Nyanja sentence by the /-na-/ tense. Most /-na-/

forms of Nyanja verbs are matched by English verbs in the past tense. But
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with verbs which stand for processes (e.g. 'to grow') the above examples

are typical. That is to say, /*maul*/ means that the process of growing

is thought of as completed, while /cikukula/ means that it is still going

on.

2. Two words in Nyanja are often translated 'is': /-1i/ and /ndi/.

Despite there being only one English word to represent these two Nyanja

words, there are differences which the student should become familiar with.

In form, i-li/ is preceded by a subject (personal or class) prefix, und

sometimes by the tense prefix /-na-/. As it is used in zcntcnces, it might

be associated with position or location, sine it usually has a locative

(Class 16, 17 or 18) prefix before it, or a locative enclitic, demonstrative,

noun or question word following it:

(Class 18 prefix /iu-/) ttli cimanga. inside there is maize.

(Class 16 enclific /--po/) Aliga. Re's here, or, he's there.

(Class 17 demonstrative /uko/) Cipewa cili The hat is over there.

(Class 18 prefix /mu-/) Zipatso zinali The fruit was in the house.

alnyumba.

(Class 17 prefix /ku-/) Nyanja ili Where is the lake?

h1tti?

The exceptions to this association of /-11./ with locatives include the

following:

(1) /-11./ plus greeting or health words such as /bwanji/ and Amino/.

Mali bwanji? Row are you?

Ndili bwino. I'm fine.

Tili bwino. We're (pl. or honorific) fine.
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(2) /-1i/ plus adjective-like words denoting temporary conditions:

Msungu ali waUkali lelo. The European is cross (in a bad
temper) today.

(3) /-11./ (in the past tense /-nali/) plus a non-locative noun

(a construction which would use /ndi/ in the present tense,

but does not in the past tense because /ndi/ takes no tense

prefixes):

cf. present tense:

Acabwela ndi afumu. Mr. Cabwela is the chief.

(4) the special construction /-li ndi/ 'to have':

Edit ndi ana awili. I have two children.

(5) the present progressive tense:

kupita kuLimbe. 'I'm (we're) going to Limbs,'

The negative of /-11/ is unique in that it includes the suffix /-be/:

Palibe cimanga. There is no maize.

This negative always has a locative prefix except when it is the negative

of /-li ndi/:

Mulibe mkazi? Have you no wife?

Ndilibe makazi. I do not have a wife.

Whereas the key word in using /-1i/ is 'location', the key word for

/ndi/ seems to be 'identity'. In form, /ndi/ is never found with affixes

except for the special forms of pronouns discussed in Unit 6 :

ine

iye ndize

In its use, /ndi/ relates names, nonlocative nouns, possessives and

adjective-like words or phrases which indicate fairly permanent qualities:

Edina Peter, bimbo. I am Peter, sir.
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Ndiye mfumu.

Kodi nkhuku zonsezi ndi zanu?

Dziko lino ndi lobvuta.

Cipatala ndi cabwino.

He is the chief.

Are all these chickens yours?

This country is hard.

The hospital is good.

The use of /ndi/ with locatives is fairly limited, though three instances

with a high frequency of occurence include:

Kwanu ndi kuti?

Ndi kutali?

Ndi pafupi

Where is your home (your place)?

Is it far?

Is it near?

Thu uwciaLive, v: /Alai/ is /iii/ (see Unit 18) :

Ndi kutali?

Iai, si kutali

Is it far?

No, not far.

Exercise 1. Use of /-be/ as negative marker with the stem /-1i/. Concordial

prefixes with the stem /-ambili/. Fill in the blanks and then use for drill.

malalanje

ciaingit

manila

'Do you have any oranges?'

'I don't have any oranges.'

'There aren't many oranges around here.'

Mali ndi. mililinje?

Ndilfb

KUnO iMbfli.

[Wake up sets of three sentences parallel to these, using ill the kinds of

food for which you know the names.]
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Questions on the dialogue:

1. Pita ali wokwatila?

2. Pita ali ndi mkazi kwao?

3. mnu mull wokwatila?

4. MUfuna kukwatila?

5. )4uli ndi njinga?

Using the dialogue.

Ask and answer questions about the marital status of fellow students,

of staff members, and of other persons that the class knows about.
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UMIT 32

1.

UNIT

meat

K;df nylmiy1 AbwinO? Is this moat good?

2.

-oneka

Kayatu, kCiml lkildneka nglti ndi

yibWina.

3.

-ganiza

Kama, nd1.k6Aniza kuti ndI ysidzU1O.

4.

Si ccfrico kgdi?

to appear, be visible

I doa't know, but it looks
to be good.

to think, hold an opinion

But I think it is yesterday's.

Don't you think so?

Observations and conclusions.

1. The dialogue for Unit 10 contained the phrase /nyale iyi/ 'this

lamp'. Sentence 1 of the dialogue for Unit 32 contains /nyamayi/ 'this

meat'. Apparently the separato word /iyi/ (as in the first example) and

the enclitic /-yi/ (as in the second example) are completely interchangeable;

one may expect to find all four of these forms:

/nyale iyi/ (unit 10) but also /nyaleyi/

/nyama iyi/
i

as well as /nyamayi/ (unit 32)
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Exercise 1. Use of /-oneka/ 'to appear, seem'. Concordial prefixes with
/.abwino/ and with demonstrative enclitics. rill in the blanks and use for
drill.

'Is this meat good?'

'I don't know, but it looks good."

nyama (KOdf) nyimiy1 ndl yibw1nO?

Klyl, 3amit halcineka ngalt1 ndl yibwinO.

lalanje

malalanje

nkhnku

I
cakudya

njIng(9)

6111(3) KOdl mseirwil ndi welbwinO?

Klya, kOmit akuoneka ng1t1 ndI w(tbwin.

lasell(4) KOdi mlietly1 ndi. yAbwInO?

Kaya, koma ikuoneka ngati ndi yabwino.

mwlin4(1) Kdd mwknity-4 ndi wabwino?

Kaya, koma akuoneka ngati ndi wabwino.

Itni(2)

bahu(5)
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mabukhu

2. Compare these sentences:

Ndili bwino.

Ndi yabwino.

Anabwela dzulo.

Ndi yadzulo.

Ndi zadzulo.

Ndi yang,.

I am well.

It (Cl. 9) is good.

He came yesterday.

It (Cl. 9) is yesterday's.

They (Cl. 10) are yesterday's.

It is mine.

In the last of these examples, the last word is a possessive pronoun. The

possessive pronouns have been discussed and practiced in earlier units.

Possessive forms may also be constructed for stems other than possessive

pronouns. Examples given above are: /yabwino, yadzulo, zadzulo/. These

forms consist of:

Y- -a- -bwinb

concordial pref. 'linking prefix stem

The tone of the linking prefix /-a-/ seems always to be high.

Combine the following pairs of words into phrases such that the second

noun has the 'linking prefix', with a concordial prefix that agrees with the

first:

dzCko (5)

Mkkwi

njIngi. (9)

b 6bC)

intIngO (3)

nyaaa

dzfkO la MglAwi the country of Malawi

njIng4 Father's bicycle

the price of meat
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q6 %
mtengo

njingi

6S (2)

kwathu

nyama (9)

nkhiiku

ciplall (7)

p)InO

nchto (9)

u' carpenter'

ciikildya (8)

ultiinda ySmbfli

cktidya

dAlO

(7)

dzfnaf (5)

bwenzt wAga

mana (6)

IlbwInzf Anga

tsittfl (5,6) 'day'

cltAtu

CHINYANJA BASIC COURSE
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ataltu

ny'aml (9)

lelo
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today's meat

After completing all three columns, use them for practice.

Questions nn the dialogue.

1. Peter amafuna kugula nyama?

2. Amafuna nyama yabwino?

3. Nyama inaoneka ngati yabwino?

4. Nyama inaoneka ngati yadzulo?

5. Bwenzi laPeter/waPeter anaganiza kuti nyama ndi yadzulo?

6. Anaganiza kuti ndi yalelo?

Using the dialogue.

At mealtimes during the next 24 hours, ask one another anxiously about

the quality and freshness of each kind of food.
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UNIT 33

1
DIALOGUE.

1.

aPeter, milmAyknkhtlia anI4injel?

2.

[ NdinityankhUla ping'ono bkrobbe'

3.

.1
Baal iingidno!

4.

- thu

Milkadfdzfwitthu ndithfidi.

5.

- phunzila

- cepa

- cepela

ndiye

"eni .0eni

[Komi: naphlinz114 masfkd

/ f fwocepa ndlye sindicidziwa

kwani

Oh, Peter do you speak Nyanja?

Well, I speak it a little, sir.

Ha! A little.

[emPhatic]

You really know it!

to study

to be small

-..10,

to be little, too small
(with respect to some
thing or purpose)

and

real

But I've studied only a few
days, and I don't know it
properly.

1. From this unit on, the student should try his
fluctuations of pitch between the square brackets
is advisable to check one's awn marks with two or
least at first.
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Iai ndithu.

6,

7

[

Mumatha kuyankhula Cinyanja

[

Ant ceni:

Observations and conclusions.

1. Compare these sentences:

Mukudziwa Cinyanja.

Mukucidziwa.
di!

Mukucidziwarithu!

No, indued!

UNIT 3

You are able to speak real
Nyanja!

You know Nyanja.

You knc,-.7 L.

You really know i .

/--di/
The form /--thu/ is used to show emphasis. It may be attached to

the end of almost any kind of word. Elements which have this property are

usually called 'enclitics'. Nyanja makes use of a number of very important

enclitics.

'From the point of view of pronunciation, the Nyanja enclitics have an

interesting property. In each of the sentences cited above, the last two

syllables have been underlined. The last of these two syllables is much

less prominent than the next to last syllable. Or, to state the same rela-

tionship in the opposite direction, the next to last syllable is more

prominent than the last. So in /mukucidziwa/ the syllable /dzi/ is relatively

prominent as compared with /wa/. In /mukucidziwathu/ the syllable /wa/

has approximately the prominence that was found on /dzi/ in /mukucidziwa/.

This shift in location of the prominence in words that end with enclitics

is likely to be ignored by Europeans, but it is rather important if one

wishes to speak clearly and euphoniously.
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'Mercian: 1. Location of stress according to the presence or absence of an
enclitic. Practice the following pairs of expressions:

mUkUcidaiwl milklicfda&ithu! [the enclitic /--di/
may be preferred in
some or all of these
expressions ]

wibwfnOthu

linddzi 'shilling' limodsithu

14 'here' apathu

kutali 'distant' kutalithu

srndfnili

'I didn't know' 'I didn't know at all!'

Ana kaltbe 'bus'

2. Compare these two sentences from the dialogue for this unit.

Sindicidziwa kweni kweni. I don't know it properly/
really.

Mumatha kuyankhula Chinyanja You speak real Nyanja.

ceni c,ni.

Also from Unit 18:

Si kuMlanje kweni kweni... It's not exactly at Mlanje...

The stem /-weni/ appears in reduplicated form in all three of the above

examples. In the first and third of these sentences, the same general

locative concord /ku -/ (Class 17) that is found in /kuno/ and Aulibe/

appears as /kw -/. In the first sentence it has no antecedent noun or other

word in that class; under these circumstances it may be said to be used

1 adv,. In the third example, the /kw -/ agrees with the Au-/ of

/kuMlanje/. In the second sentence, the /c-/ of course agrees with

/Cinyanja./
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Exorcise 2. Use of concordial prefixes with / Fill in the
blanks and then use for drill:

aningl (7)

apleall (7)

(3)

lagla (4)

bwensi wanu

ibwensi athu

nchfto

njlngi ya moto

phill 'hill'

sakudya (8)

disina lace

'Is this maize' 'It's real [first-classt?)
maize.'

icl ndl cemanglt cfitingl cla

Questions on the dialogue.

1. Peter amayankhula Cinyanja?

2. Inu mumayankhula Cinyanja?

3. Rambo Cabwela anaganiza kuti Peter amayankhula panglono basi?

4. Peter anaphunzila Cinyanja masiku angati?

5. /nu mumayankhula 'French'? [Use names of other languages here also.]

6. Munaciphunzila zaka zingati?

7. Mungathe kuciyankhula?

8. Munaciphunsila kuti?

Using the dialogue.

Discuss the proficiency which various members of the group have in

languages other than Nyanja or English.
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=IT 314

DIALOGUE.

1.

xbdi muniphdnelli kati ClnyinjA

klpeter?

2.

[ /1.ne blmb;

kusukulu ku'America'.

3.

'mina

-.men/

Where did you learn Nyanja,
Peter?

I learned it at school in
America.

some, other

[a relative stem]

Kali inykmiti /mini There are some young man/stu-
dents teaching Nyanja.

iktiphdniatsla Cinyinji.

4.

Ndlthi, Cinyinji Yes, indeed, you are speaking
good ('genuine') Nyanja.

can(

5.

ie. PingqInd Oh, just a little, father!

fil. 81 ping'bno.

6.
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7.

ndipo and, it is there

--nso also, again

. ]

Ndip6nso ndfginlai kuti I even think that it is better

for us to speak in Nyanja.

ndl bwIna tisiyinkhdli

Clnyanja b&si.

Observations and conclusions.

1. The phrase /anyamata ena/ 'some young men' or 'other young men',

contains the stem /..ina/. Like many other Bantu languages, Nyanja has only

this one stem corresponding both to English 'some' and to English 'other'.

The first vowel of words built on this stem varies according to the prefix.

Here are

predicting

the forms for Classes

whether the vowel

/refix:

1-10. Can you figure out a simple rule for

will be /e/ or /1/4

Atm' Actual_gronunciationt.

Class 1 u- ina wina

2 a- ina ena

3 u- ina wina

4 i- ina ina /yina

5 li- ina lina

6 a- ina ena

7 ci- ina cina

8 si- ina zina

9 i- ina ina/yina

10 zi- ina zina
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Exercis 1. Concordial prefixes with the stems /-'onse/ and /mina /. Alter-
nation of /ndi-/ 'is' and /si/ 'is not'. Fill in the blanks and than use
for practice.

malilignje

cfaIngli

sInthA

inu

rikhiSku zac

nj111 zakuno

'Are all the eggs good?'

'Some are good.'

'Some are not good.'

)s111 Onse ndl Abwina?

Ina ndl

arm sL kbAn?).
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cakudya

slk6dya

ny611

nis6stba

Exercise 2. Use of the prefix /-zi-/, with meaning of obligation..

'We didn't go to school 'We'd better go to school.'
yesterday.'

IcZipfta klisZikLu Nftfnalate kusukulu NdI bwInb kirtf tlzfata

dzix1O. kusukulu blsi.

kudya nyama atfnadya ny61 bwind kit tlzdyl

deal& ny1ra 14si.

Sitfnkohanzle Ndl bwinO kirtf

anyanji Anyanja dsula. tlzlphunzila Cinyanja.

kugtha anthh

njIngi

sibwInO
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kukw4la bisi

Questions on the dialogue.

1. Peter anaphunsila kuti Cinyanja?

2. Anaphunzila Cinyanja muMalawi?

3. Anaphunzila Cinyanja kusukulu yanji?

4. Kunali anyamate angati ophunsitsa Cinyanja?

Vsing.the dialogue.

Ask and answer questions about the language study that you plan to do

in the future, in Africa or elsoWhero.
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DIALOGUE.

himob mumanana Cinyanja?

Ndinin4ni pIngebno.

Mm. IMilkZidsfwa

UNIT 35

1.

2.

3.

4.

UNIT 35

Do you speak Nyanja?

Oh, I speak it a little.

You know how to speak [it].

ciyankhulo (7,8) language

Rd! Si ciyankhuld cinga cant c4ni.

5.

canu ndi. ciani?

6.

[
ClylnkhtilO cinga ndI

7.

Cisena?

8.

Be,

No, this is not my language.

What is your language?

My language is Sena.

Sena?

Yes.

This lesson contains no new points of grammar. Its purpose is to

allow time for discussion, in Nyanja, of the linguistic geography of Malawi

and its immediate neighbors. Use the map and go through each of

1111111111111111111111111M111
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Malawi and adjacent areas.
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these conversational models.

Conversational Model A.

Mumanena Cishona?

Iai. Sindi(ma)nena Cishona.

Amanena Cishona kuti?

Amanena kuHalale.

In place of /Cishona/ in Conversational Model A, use each of the

following. The answers to all questions should be as true and as accurate

as possible.

Cishona Cisena

Cibemba Cisukuma

Cicewa Citonga

Ciswahili Ciluba

Ciyao Citumbuka

Cinanteco

Conversational Model B.

Amanena Cishona kuZomba?

Iai. Samanena Cishona kuZomba.

Amanena Cinyanja kuZomba.

KuZoinba amanena...

Following this model, use in place of /Cishona/ the languages listed

after Conversational Model A.
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Conversational Model C.

(Personal name) akucokela kuKaronga.

Amanena ciyankhulo canji?

Amanena (name of language)

In place of /Karonga/ in Model C, use each of the following. The

answers to all questions should be true.

Mzimba Mbeya

Kasungu Tete

Salima Port Herald

Lilongwe Beira

Vila Fontes Tanganyika

Lusaka Halale

ptira the dialogue.

The students should take turns at playing visiting expert on the

linguistic geography of this area. Each student should lecture for not

more than one or two minutes, and then answer questions from the instructor

and from his fellow students. Make extensive uae of all available maps.
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UNIT 36

DIALOGUE: A European asks about local languages in the vicinity of Malawi.

1.

[ I
mukuc6kela kuti? Where do you come from?

2.

r
]

TikuccSkela kufupi ndf klIPOrt Herald. I come from a place near Port
Herald.

3.

SAyAnkhula Cinyanja kum4neko? Oh, they don't speak Chinyanja
there?

4.

No.

Cizungu? English?

No Sena!

Only Sena!

6.

Da! Cisena!

7.

Cisena basi!

8.

Cisena sf cizungu fai.

9.

Chisena is not English. (or:
'not a European language')
[??]

Z6k6ndweletsa ndithu. Oh, that's very interesting.
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Like the dialogue for Unit 35, this dialogue contains no new points of

grammar. Except for names of languages, it does not even contain any new

words. Compare however the use of the /Mu-/ and /a-/ prefixes with certain

stems for singular and plural personal nouns, and the /ci-/ prefix with all

or many of the same stems to indicate a traditional manner of speaking or

living:

'All Europeans speak a European language.'

Mungu onse amanena Cizung.

Mena onse amanena gsena.

In place of /Cizungu/ and /Cisena/, substitute all other African lan-

guages whot-J names you know. For which of them dooms the correspondence

between /a-/ and /ci -/ not hold true?

Ask your instructor for the names and locations of all the dialects

he knows of, that are included in the Cinyanja language. Make a rough map

and record these data.

Using the dialogue.

One student says that his friend comes from X (a certain spot in or

near Malawi). Another student replies, 'Oh, X, eh? Does he speak

The object of the game is for the second student to get the appropriate lan-

guage or dialect with his first guess.
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UNIT 37

1.

Inu bambo, mUmikhila kuti? Er, sir, where do you live?

2.

mudzi (3,4) village

(
In ndLakhill mIdzI Ititu l I live three villages from

here.

(ku)ccika pinapd.

-dzela to follow

[

Angit Ina ndlkWfUnk kkofta What if I want to go there?
('Which path do I follow?')

k6An4ko nadzeli njIli ttl?

mfumu (1,2) chief

[

Ailatcbklt Pan6 mkAte kwa(mfdmd

[ ]

Cbkanl.

Observations and conclusions.

1. In the sentences:

If you leave from here go to
[the place of] Native Authority
Cokani.

Ndimakhala kwanyakwawa Mpindeni. I live at Headman
Mpindeni's [village].

Ndimakhala.kwaMpindeni. I live at Mpindeni's
[village].

the element /a-/ is the same 'linking', or 'possessive' element that was
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discussed in Unit 32. In this use, it is preceded by /ku -/, of the locative

Class 17. Compare also /pimfumu/, in which /pa-/ is the representation of

ADX-/ (Locative Class 16) plus the linking /-A-/.

Fill in the blanks in the first column with Christian or Moslem given

names. Fill in the second column with African names which are suitable for

use after /kwi-/. The purpose of this exercise is to accustom the student

to hearing apd remeMberinq typical personal names.

APeter amakhala kwaMpindeni.

AJohn amakhala kwaaCimuti.

AWile amakhala kwaKawinga.

APhili amakhala kwaMlumbc.

AUMali amakhala kwaaJalsi.

ACilombe amakhala kwaaCangamile.

amakhala kwa

amakhala kwa

Practice these sentences, associating each name in the left-hand column with

one and only one name from the right-hand column.

When the above exercise has been practiced sufficiently, ask questions

of the form:

Peter amakhala kuti? (or AwgylniV)

etc.

The names used in the answers should be in agreement with the names

used in the first part of this exercise.
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2. Compare the sentences:

Ndibifuna kupita kumeneko...

MAmpoka pano

If I want to go there,

If /when you leave here

The syllable /-ka-/ in these sentences is not to be identified with /-ka-/

'go and', which was discussed in Unit 8. Even as far as pronunciation is

concerned, there is a tonal difference between the two, at least for most

verb forms. Its meaning is something like 'if , when'.

The two /-ka-/ prefixes can occur together in a word:

Mukakagula nyama If you go and buy meat...

Exercise 2. Use of low-toned /-ka-/ 'if, when' in contrast to forms that
contain the same verb stem without /-ka-/. The student should try to find
and practice pairs of sentences in which verb forms that include /-ki-/ 'if,
when' may be contrasted with other forms of the same verbs:

M1dzic6ka 11t1 pinb?

MWsicbki pinb mflpitd kwiMpindeni.

141

When are you going to leave
here?

When you leave here, go to
Mpindeni's.

Have you seen Mr. Cabwela today?

If you see him, tell him that
I want to speak with him.

Don't take this path.

If you take it, you'll get
lost.

Do you want me to help you?

If you want [me to], I'll
help you.

Do the oranges look good?

If they are good, I'll buy
five.
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Questions on the dialogue.

1. 14 (Proper name) amakhala midssi ingati kucoka panopo?

2. Amakhala kwaani?

3. N anafuna kupita kumeneko?

4. N anafuna kupita kuti?

5. N akafuna kupita kumeneko, adzele njila yanji?

6. Inunso, ndikafuna kupita kwanu, ndidzele njila yanji? [This question

should be directed to various members of the class. In answering

it, they will review the expressions useful in giving directions.]

Using the dialogue.

At this point, the class is ready to profit from the use of a topo-

graphical model. Such a model may be bought commercially, or may be con-

structed on a sand table or an ordinary tabletop, or even on the ground. It

may also be constructed on a pegboard and hung on a wall. Sticks, stones,

inkwells, books, or blocks of wood may be made to stand for buildings,

trees, and other landmarks. A person or a car is shown going from one place

to another along a certain route. The class may participate in several dif-

ferent ways.

(1) The instructor moves the person or car along a route. With each

move, the instructor states in Nyanja what he is doing. The studants

listen but do not repeat after the instructor.

(2) Warm joxactly the same route, the instructor again moves the person

or car, describing in Nyanja what he is doing. The students repeat aloyd

in unison.

(3) With the instructor again following exactly the same route, and

using exactly the same sentences, the students take turns repeating after

the instructor.

142



CHINYANJA BASIC COURSE UNIT 37

(4) Once more, the instructor traces the same route, but this time he

says nothing. Individual students supply the Nyanja sentences.

(5) Individual students take turns at moving the man or car, and

describing the action in Nyanja.
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UNIT 38

1.

eangi Lnu bambtl rtimakhilal katl?

2.

in ndimAkhila kuMwansa.

3.

Xbdi nanghAsb bwinji 0.11

yapita kamwinza?

4.

]

Nelingkkw411 Nisi? Kipona

rahniAnditislo njIli yice?

And where do you live, sir?

I live at Nyanza.

Hal can I find the path/road
that goes to Nyanza?

Can I take a bus? Or can you
tell me the way ('tell me its
path')?

5.

-tha to do, finish, be able

pansi (16) below; on the ground/floor

mwendo (3,4) leg, foot

]

Ee. M(thk kliinda Ansi. You can walk.

lasik Akicbkh Pkne mibitAnge msM

]

umene umapita kwaaPwitikizi.

6.
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When you leave here, you may
take the road that goes to
Mozambique.
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mansele

kanjila (12,13)

mtsinje (3,4)

[ ]
lama mtikkflkk pkmene pill shift°

[

kiminsele; (conco) mhtenge

kimene kimlpf.at kultsinje

wiShile.

7.

8.

left (hand)

mall path

stream

When you get to where there is
a store on the left, then you
take a little path

that leads to a stream
[called] Shire.

[ ]
emwinsa! Nj3.le p5pfta Oh, Mwansa? The road leading

to Salisbury?

kUalisbury?

9.

[ ]
NdI ImAnlyO.

10.

tali

Yes, that's the one.

far

Ndi ktili ndithu? Is it very far?

11.

Angionci bass. No, just a little.

[Note that although this dialogue is longer than the dialogues of any of

the preceding units, it consists in large part of material that has already

been memorised in Units 23 and 24.]
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Obie;yations and conclusions._

1. Compare the expressions.

njila yabwino (9)

njila : abwino (10)

kanjila kabwino (12)

tinjila tabwino

a good path

good paths

a good little path

good little paths

Tbe singular prefix Acat/ (Class 12) and the plural prefix /ti-/ (Class 13)

are used in Nyanja in a diminutive sense; that is to say, use of these

prefixes means that the objects to which the noun refers are mall.

Exercise 1. Practice in contrasting diminutive and nondiminutive forms.
Fill in the blanks and then use for drill:

mwana wanga

mseu wabwino

miseu yabwino

bukbu labwino

mabukhu abwino

cipatala capano

zipatala zapano

nyale yathu

nyale zathu

kamwana kanga

kamseu kabwino

timiseu tabwino

kabukhu

timabukhu

kacipatala kapano

tizipatala tapano

kanyale kathu

tinyale tathu

2. Compare these pairs of expressions:

Mseu uwu umapita kwa aPwitikizi.

mseu umene umapita kwa aPwitikizi

Pano pali sitolo kumanzele.

paujeni pamene pali sitolo kumanzele
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The road goes to Mozambique.

a road that goes to Mozambique

Here there is a store on the
left.

at a certain place at which
there is a store on the left
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Kanjila kamapita kumtsinje. The little path goes to a
stream.

kanjila kamene kamapita kumtsinje the little path that goes to
the stream

In each of these three pairs of expressions, the first is a complete

sentence. The second is not a complete sentence, but only a noun expression.

In traditional grammatical terms, one would say that the noun /kanjila/

!is modified by the relative clause' / kamene kamapita kumtsinje/.

As far as their overt form is concerned, the complete sentences differ

from the noun-plus-relative-clause in two respects:

(1) the presence of /4,smene/, and

(2) the tonal patterns of the verbs are different for some tenses.

The details of these tonal differences depend on the tense of the verb.

As a further matter of terminology, the verbs in the complete sentences

( /umapita, pali, kamapita/ in the above examples) will be called INDICATIVE;

those that are used after Amene/ will be called RELATIVE. Fill in the

blanks and then use for drill. Be very careful to reproduce the tone

patterns accurately.

Exercise 2. Clauses with hvmene/ vs. clauses without it. Concordial pre-
fixes with /-mene/ and as subject prefixes of verbs.

(1) The /-ma-/ tense.

kanjila Kanj3.la kArapitl. kUmtsfnje. The little path goes to the
store.

K6jila khm4ne kgmapit& Where is the little path
that goes to the stream?

ktuntsinje
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njIA Nj3.la imapita kiuntsfnje.

1m4n4 krapftit

klimtsfnja 11/ kiitl?

.
mwana

AnylitmatA Any6ata 2614dzfwX kAblrfri'a

bin kwAmbili.

Anyamata )unng

klinena mnyamata mmOdzi Am64nit
diziingt

Abwin6.

Mnyamata amene

(2) The /-na-/ tense.

maialanje NdlnAgilla valitlAnje.

cimanga

mpunga

AlAiAnje 6414

mUnAgAikIlf kuti?

148
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The road goes to the stream.

Where is the road that goes
to the stream?

This child knows how to dance
very well.

Where is the child who knows
how to dance very well?

.....10

....11.

11.11.111

I bought some oranges.

Where are the oranges
that your bought?

OIMIYMNIMO,

IMIN1111100.1,
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cateldya

Using the dialogue.

Again using the topographical model, give and receive directions for

going from one point to another. Try consciously to use Avmene/ with rela-

tive clauses as often as possible.
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UNIT 39

1.

Inu aJohn, ndinunso aPeace

Corps?

2.

John, are you also a [member]
of the Peace Corps?

Ins ndine waPeace Corps. I'm a [member] of the Peace
Corps.

mlato (3,4)

Timathandiza kupanga milato,

ndi misou.

Timagwila nchito pamodzi ndi

anthu amens akudziwa nchitoyo,

ndi anthu ocokela midzi yonse.

3.

4.

5.

bridge

We help to build roads and
bridges.

We work together with people
who know that work, and people
who come from all the villages.

Timawathandiza kugwila nchitoyo. We help them to do that work.

Observations and conclusions.

Note the differences in form and meaning:

nchito (or: nchito ill) this work

nchitoyo (or: nchito km) that work

Fill in the blanks and then use for practice:

nchito Nchitoyi ndi yabwino.

Nchito yanga si yabwino.

Nchitoyo si yabwino.

150



CHINYANJA BASIC COURSE MT 39

khaau

makaau

cakudya

naioraba

nyama

mau

anthu

mlato

milato
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Further autobiographical, material.

Learn the questions. For each question, learn at least one answer that

is true for you. Underline all new words.

[NB while all the subject matter covered by these questions and answers

is within the range that you should be able to discuss, the questions them-

selves Day or may not be su,i4able for As, stranaers. Care should be

exercised at this point!]

Maina idbala anu

Dzina labambo wanga ndiPeter.

Dzina ltmti wangl, ndi

Munipita ku'school' ztkt zingati?

Ndinapita ku'school' zinc& '5'.

Ndinapambana 'Class 3'.

Ndinayephela 'Class 4'.

Mukudziwa kuandetsa galimoto?

Ind.. Ndikudziwa kuandetsa

galimoto.

Mdmaniina ciyankulo canji?

Ndimaniina ciSwahili, ndi ciNyInjg.

Ndimandna cizungu, ndi cfiralansa.

Amakonda ciini, mango, kapana

malitlanje?

Ndimakonda malitlanO, koposa/

kupixibana mango.
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What are the names of your parents?

My father's name is Peter.

My mother's name is

How many years did you go to
school?

I went to school for five years.

I passed Standard 3.

I failed Standard 4.

Do you know how to drive?

Yes, I know how to drive.

What language do you speak?

I speak Swahili and Nyanja.

I speak English and French.

Which do you like [better],
mangoes or oranges?

I like oranges better than
mangoes.
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Maithala kdnjii kfl'America'?

Ai. Iyi ndl nthiwi yeT4Mba

kUkhlla ktinji ka'Americal.

Iyi ndl nth&wi yingi yby&tba

kUbw4la kttnb ku'Africa'.

Mnachala kuUl&ya?

tai. Sindinakh4le kuUl&ya.

/nde, ndin4pita kuUlgya nthkei

Munikkhala ku'Africa' ciambile?

Ind., ndinfahala kuAfrica kawili.

Amadziwa kusitwela t4u?

Inde ndimadziwa pang'6no.

AWakemda kusiwela birtu?

/nde, ndimak6nda

Kama ndl lobvfita.

AMikOnda 'sugar' mu'tea' wAnU?

tyai, pang'dino pOkha.

Have you ever lived outside of
the United States?

No, this is [my] first time to
live outside the United States.

This is my first time to come to
Africa.

Have you ever been to ('lived
in') Europe?

No, I've never been to Europe.

Yes, I've been to Europe many
times.

Have yov ever been to Africa
before?

Yes, I've been to ('lived in')
Africa twice.

Do you know how to play bau?

Yes, I know a little.

Do you like to play bau?

Yes, I like [it] very much.

But it's difficult.

Do you like sugar in your tea?

No, just a little.

Using the dialogue.

Make up, with the help of a speaker of Nyanja, a 50-75 word speech

explaining what kind of work you yourself expect to do in Malawi:
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If you use any new words in the speech, list them separately here:
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UNIT 4o

DIALOGUN.

1.

-culuka

Ocybiambb. ea6n61 mango

kticaUka Parcalka.

kulu

Inds. NdlpOnso ndi aakulu

Sime'newi.

UNIT 40

to be many

Oh, father, look, there are
plenty of mangoes at the market!

large

Yes, and so large!

3.

Akugula bftrinji How much are they sold for?

4.

cifukwa (7.8) reason, because, why

-dhula to be expensive

Pamenepa ndikuganiza aminiwi I think they're quite high,
because, they're very big.

ndI wOdhUla, ciftikwi ndl yak 1u.

Observations and conclusions.

1. The word feacininl/ 'look!' based on the stem /-ona/ 'see' is

another example of the gentle imperative discussed in Unit 30 (cf. /tamvillani/,

taimani/).

2. Compare the forms:

zazikfilu big (Cl. 8 or 10)

big (Cl. 6)

The stem of both of these words is /..ktilu/. It is unlike any other stems

that have appeared earlier in these lessons in that it takes a double con-
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cordial prefix: Awle,i/ plus Atilu/.

The student should by now be able to construct his own paired sentence

exercise, with 16kUlu/ appearing in the second sentence:

'Mangoes are plentiful today.'

'Yes, and they're big!

A number of names of foodstuffs and other salable items should be substituted

for 'mangoes' in this exercise.

rtherautoX.-ateial-
As in Unit 39, learn all the questions and at least one answer for

each question.

MianlyaMba 11t1 kbphtinzila clNyinja When did you begin to study
Nyanja?

Ndlniyamba kimena clNyInji

Ndl zOkOndweletsa Ameneseo.

MphUnzlts1 winu Inili nditni?

TIn&li ndi aphttnzits1 htitu.

inicokela

TInili ndi aphiinz1ts1 Ititu

6c6kela

Mpingo wanu

I began to speak it in America.

That's very interesting.

Who was your teacher?

We had three teachers.

They came from Malawi.

We had three teachers who were
from Malawi.

ndi citi?
Calici canuI

What is your religion?

Ndine mu'Catholic'. I'm a Catholic.

1 mu' Protestant'.

Ndine mu'Silamu'. I'm a Muslim.

1mu'Mnasalal.

Ndilibe calici cili conse.

mpingo uli won...

I don't have any religion.
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MUnigwila nchi.to yen j i WAnerica'?

Ndinhi kuphtinzila.

Ndinili ziaka;niko.

Ndinali mulimn..

Ndlnili mwoanga manium/A.

Ndlnili dc;k1;t1i.

Ndlnili dOtho.

.
Ndinali mnyamata wa pa'school', kemanso

ndlnili kugwila nchito mukantini.

Ndlnili kugwila nchito mUkantini

kuti ndipeze ndalama za'school'.

Ndinali kugwila nchito yoyendetsa

'taxi' pamone ndinali pa'school'.

MMakonda masewela amtundu wanji?

What work did you do in America?

I was a student.

I was an engineer.

I was a farmer.

was a builder.

I was a doctor.

I was a student, but I also
worked in a restaurant.

I worked in a restaurant [in

order] to pay my expenses.

I drove a taxi at the same time

I was going to shcool.

What kinds of amusements do you
like?

Ndimakonda mpila ndi kubvina. I like football and dancing.
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INTRODUCTION TO PART II

The units in Part II, like those of Part I, consist of a dialogue,
with grammar notes, exercises, and suggestions for transition to free
conversation outside of the classroom setting. In Part II, the dialogues
are longer, and the grammatical discussions are more comprehensive and
systematic. The dialogues of Part I are reintroduced, with substantial
augmentation, in Part II.

A feature peculiar to Units 41-63 of this course is the series of
marginal notes, covering minor matters of phonetics and grammar as they
crop up in the dialogues and exercises. This series of notes is quite
frankly a product of the difficult conditions under which the course was
assembled; at the same time, it offers to the interested student a unique
kind of guidance in acquiring the skills and habits of careful observation.
The notes are paged on two sets of tape recordings, one of which is pub-
lished with the course. The other set, made by different speakers, is not
published.

The sequence of the notes is necessarily quite random. Nevertheless,
certain questions loom larger than others, and receive more frequent atten-
tion. Among these are:

1. Which of the tones in a given sentence are the same for all
speakers? Which tones may vary from speaker to speaker, or even
within the speech of one person?

2. What is the best way of accounting for tonetic 'downstep'?

3. What features of pronunciation, such as vowel length, are
not reflected in writing?

4. What basic formulae can be set up to account for (and/or to
predict) the tones of various sets of verb forms?

The reader should remember that absence of a tone mark over a syllable
means that tone is not indicated for that vowel. It does not mean that
the vowel has low tone.
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UNIT 41

DIALOGUE: A Peace Corps Volunteer is asked about his
work.

Msonthe has spoken earlier with John.
He now continues the conversation.

1NB /i/ in Stc. 1 with the Inu AJohn, ndinunso
plural /ndinu /, but /w1/
in Stc. 2 with the sing- a 'Peace Corps'?
ular /ndine /, both re-
ferring to the one indiv-
ual John.

NB /anthu/2 high after
i'ndi6/.

Observe carefully the in-
tonation on both occur-
rences of /nchitoyo /, in
the two halves of a double
question. Say aloud to

Msonthe

John

Ins ndlnl w4 'Peace Corps'.

Msonthe

Mumagwila nch'to yanji?

John

( /Timathandiza kupanga =lett°

ndl mfsea.

And you, John, are you
a (member) of the Peace
Corps too?

(Yes) I'm a (member) of
the Peace Corps.

What (kind of) work do
you (pl.) do?

We help to make bridges
and roads.

John (continues)

Timagwla nchftOyi plmOdzi

alnthil amens kciidziwa.

(or: aidziwa).

We do this/that work to-
gether with people who
know (how to do) it.,

John (continues)

Iwo acokela kumndzf yOnse.

Msonthe

/
Mumawaphunzitsa kugwila

nchft6yo,

64ne mumagwfla nchitOyo?
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They come from all over
('from all the villages').

Do you teach them to do
that work, or are you the
ones who do the work?
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yourself the correspond-
ing double question in
English, and notice the
difference.

CHINYANJA BASIC COURSE

% /
Timaphunzitsana.

John

We teach one another.

Exercise 41.ab.2. GOAL: Accurate handling of personal

pronouns when substitutions are made elsewhere in the

sentence.

). N. 7
Inu, ndinu Mmeleka? Are you an American?

mphunzitsi Inu, ndlnU IliphUnzltsi? Are you a teacher?

ly4

w-SPeace

Corps

1w6

philnzits1

ly4, ndly mphUnzltsi? Is he/she a teacher?

ndlyewafPeace
Corps?

1w6, ndlw6 *Peace
Corps?

1w6,

NB In the two recordings Exercise 41.1.c.l. GOAL: Mastery of the pronunciation
of /kudziwanso/ in this
exercise, the first has involved in the 'shifting' of the stress. Practice using
a lower pitch on /-wa-/
than on /-dzi-/, while the Col. 1 as the cue and Col. 2 as response. Then practice
second has the same high
pitch on both these syl-
lables.

using Col. 2 as cue and Col. 1 as response.

ne

kUdz&ra

anthZ:

nedtOyo

gc6kelit kUmIdzI

Inenso

Ifognso

kUdz&Anso

kntininso

ncidtOyOnso

eC6kelaInso kUrAdzI

Exercise 41.C.2. GOAL: 'Shifting' the stress in complete
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NB The pause and the pitch

at the end of /ife/,/inu/
in the recording of 41.c.2.

both differ from the pause

and pitch at the end of

/ine /, /inu/ in the basic

dialogue and in 41.ab.2.

NB The last word in 41.c.2.

is recorded as /miseonso/7

cf. /mice /.

NB In one of the sentences

of 41.abc.l,the last vowel

of /ndiye/ sounds like

/ -a /.

NB In the examples for 41.D

in the third person forms

/sfndiye/ and /sfndiwo/,
each syllable is a bit lower

than the one that it forws
This should probably be

written /s/ndly4/,/sfnaw8j,
in accordance with the

principles already discussed

for the tonal sequence /'

at the end of a sentence.

NB The tones /sfndlne/
when the word was cited in
isolation as an example
for 41.D, vs. the tones
/sfndfne/ in the recording

of 41.bd.l.

NB the last word in

41.bd.1 is AphUnzlts1/.
In one record the first
syllable /a-/ has the same

pitch as /-wo/,while in

the other record its pitch

is a bit lower.

sentences according to the presence or absence of

/- -nso/. (In this exercise, the first sentence is said

by one speaker, and the second by another.)

'We are teachers.'
'We too are teachers.'

lee, milfe
Ifelnso, ndlee aphunzlts3.

Ine, ndIne Mmeleka. Xnenso, ndine Mmeleka.

Ajohn, ndlye MphUnzitsI. iMsbnthnsb ndiy4 mphtinzItsl.

NdIkUdzfwa
NdIkUdzfwa kUpg:ngit mIse4nso.

Exercise 41. abc. 1. GOAL: Comprehension of material

that is not in the book. Repeat each of the following

sentences after the tape and tell what it means.

Exercise 41. abc. 2. GOAL: Simple conversation.

(1) Ask other people, both in class and outside it,

whether they are Americans, teachers, doctors, carpen-

ters, etc.

(2) When someone replies to one of these questions,

reply that you are a (member of one of

these occupational or ethnic categories ).

Exercise 41. bd. 1. GOAL: Mastering the contrast of

affirmative vs. negative with the forms in Notes 41.B

and 41.D.

'I'm a farmer.'
'I'm not a teacher.'

Ndlne mlmi. Sindfnl

Ndlye mlimi. SIndfy

Ndlfe alimi.
Sfndffe ephUnzitsl.

alimi. sfndfwc5 Naphlinzitsl.

mphunzitsi.
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NB The sequence of /kali/ Exercise 41. a-b. 2. GOAL: Flexibility in talkingplus /1-/ is recorded in about occupations and nationalities.
41.'132.2 as /kedi/t cf. the
same phenomenon with /ndlyi/ inu, nd1nu Ipatniltsit Are you a teacher?in 41.abc.1.

endin nphunztts ..

NB In 41.ab.1,the third
person sentences Aye
ndlyel AMeleka/ and /1w6
ndIwd Amilaka/ are re-
corded with pitches[...

where the encircled pitch Exercise 41.ab.l.
marks are for syllables personal pronouns
whose tones are written (Note 41.B).
with /4/. Another record-
ing of these same sentences,
by another speaker at a
slower speed, has the gnu
pitches Fo-0-.3. This rais-
ing of low tones between lyi
high tones seems to be
rather common when there 1w6
is no pause within the
phrase. Int

NdInl

APeace Corps?

.
Mine waPeace Corps.

Ipeunzltsi fthu ndl

Peace corps.

i6difaphiinzltsi anu ndl

APeace Corps?

1pginzlts1 Onse

Peace Corps.

Apininzltal athu

Ameleka.

Si Ing'eleznso.

NdI Ls1:14wi.

I'm not a coacher.

I'm a farmer.

Are you a Peace Corpsman?

i am a PCV.

Our teachers are

Are your teachers

PCV's?

Not all teachers are

PCV's .1

Our teachers are not

Americans.

They are not English either.

They are Malawians.

GOAL: Automaticity in handling the
(Note 41.A.) with or without /ndi -/

'Are you an American?'

ndInh NWeleka?

iya, ndlyg Mmileka?

/wO, ndiw6 A

ndinii A
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'Yes, I'm an American.'

Inds, ndine NWeleka.

Inds, ndlye Nme140.

. ndife
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Grammar 41.A. Personal pronouns.

The personal pronouns of Nyanja are shown in the following takle. Those

that occurred in the dialogue for this unit are underlined.

let person

2nd nerson

3rd person

to:

int

we

Singular

I, me

you (sg.

and not very
respectful)

ly: he, she,
him, her

Plural

we, us

you (pl., or used to one
person as a mark of
respect)

1E6 they, them

Note that these pronouns are used to emphasise who it is that is referred

Wzmkgwfia nchLto ytnji?

mrivalgwila nchfto yinji?

What work do you do?

What work do y21 do?

Grammar 41.B. Personal pronouns with /ndl/ 'is'.

The personal pronouns (Note 41.A.) occur in combination with /ndi/ 'is' as

follows:

ndlal 'I am, it is I, it is ndles

I who am'

ndIW'e 'you (sg.) are', etc. :leant!

(non-respectful)

ndlye 'he/she is' etc. ndlwO 'they are' etc,

1 we are' etc.

'you are' etc.

The pronominal forms covered in this and the preceding note have tonal

patterns which are illustrated in Sentences 1, 2, 6, 7 of the basic dialogue,

and in Exercises 41.ab.1, 41.ab.2, 41.c.1, 41.c.2, 41.bd.1, and the first six

Manes of 41.a-d.2. Students who are interested in developing self-reliance

in dealing with these matters should listen to those examples, draw up their

own summary statements about the pitches, and then compare them with the

following paragraph.
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The most important tonal feature of these pronoun forms is that first

and second person (/-ne, -owe, -fe, -nu/) differ from third person (/-14, -w6 /).

This tonal difference must be very, very ancient, for it is found in many

languages in widely scattered parts of Africa.

The initial syllables /i-/ and /ndi-/ are basically low, but they have

an upglide when the pronoun is before final pause and the syllable that

follows them is basically high. The basically high syllable is then low in

pitch: /ndiyi mphunsitsi/ has the pitches [ ], but /1.14/ cited by

itself sounds like [ ].

The tape contains a few apparent exceptions to these generalizations;

they are pointed out in the marginal notes opposite the point where they

occur.

Grammar 41.C. The enclitic /--nso/. The syllable /--nso/ 'also' is found at

the end of several different kinds of words. Because the stressed syllable in

any word is the next to last one, this gives rise to pairs of words like the

following. The stressed syllable is underlined in each.

rd nU lit is you nantinso lit is also you'

tfeithlndza 'we help' tfMIthltndzanso 'we help also'

On the basis of pairs of forms like these, one may say that the enclitic

/ - -nso/ 'causes' the stress to 'move forward' one syllable. This is a

convenient and generally harmless figure of speech.

The examples in the basic dialogue and in Exercises 41.C.1., and 41.a-d.2

show that the enclitic /--nso/ has a special tonal characteristic. Some

students will wish to listen to the data and draw their own conclusions before

reading the rest of this note.

In all these occurences of /--nso/, the syllable that precedes it is high:

4fe/ by itself ordinarily has low tone on the syllable /-fe/, but the syllable

is high in /ifitnso/. The enclitic /--neo/ itself, on the other hand, is almost

invariably low; the phrase /ndinfins6 !Deice Cotps/ in the recordings is an
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exception. It may be possible to 'explain' this high pitch in terms of the

high tones of the syllables before and after /--nso/, plus the tempo at

Which the whole phrase was pronounced.

Grammar 41.D. Negative with personal pronouns. The negative forms correspond

to incline, ndife/ etc. begin with the negative element /si /:

sfndlna 4M not, it is not I', send .fi

'I am not the one' etc.

(sfndIW6) sfndlnU

s(ndiye 'he/she is not' sindiwo

The tonal characteristics of these negative forms appear in Exercises

41.bd.1 and 41.a-d.2. They are summarized in the following paragraphs.

The tone of /si/ is high, and the tone of the final syllable (i.e. the

pronominal part of the word) is low for first and second persons, high for

third. These tones are exactly what would have been expected on the basis

of previous experience with negative /di/ and the pronominal. /-na, -y6/ etc.

The middle syllable /-ndi-/ is high in third person forms ( /sindiy6,

sindiw6/). In first and second person, /-ndi-/ may be high or low. The

difference is non-significant, and is probably referrable to overall tempo

or rhythm of speaking the entire phrase. For an example of this free

fluctuation, listen to the two recordings of Line 1, Col. 2 in Exercise 41.bd.l.
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NB In the third sentence,
the tone before Acta/ Mdf /nix amsOntha, mumagwila
where? is usually high,
oven though the same
word used elsewhere may

nchfto yinji?

have low tone.

UNIT 42

DIALOGUE: A Peace Corps Volunteer asks an acquaintance
about his work.

John

NB The actual pronun-
ciation of /k -/ in the
same recording of
Aalt1/ is a voiced
fricative. This is a
very common pronuncia-
tion of /k/ in Nyanja,
though it is more fre-
quent for some speakers
than for others.

NB The phrase incbito
yanf y6ni/ has the
pitches [ ]

in this recordonother
record of the same .-manga

phrase has [ - _ ].

This is an example of NchftO yen( y4ni Imene

Msonthe

Ine ndlmagwila nch(to yit

u'carpentee kuBlantyre.

John

MUniiiphUnz/lii kUtl nchfto

1m4neyl?

Msonthe

NdlnAphUnzila nchito Im4neyi

kUZCaribai.

A:m6hUnzftseit bw1no?

John

Msonthe

Inds, kti4ohanz1tsa bwIn?)

kwibZml.

the smoothing out of
tonal ups and downs:

] becomes
]. Cf.

also /ydmingi nyUmbi/:
- ].

mdmitpinga, nch1to

yOmAngit nydmba, k44.ng

1.6aingelt mlAneo?
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John

What kind of work do you
do, Mr. Msonthe?

I do carpentry in Blantyre.

Where did you learn that
work?

I learned this work at
Zomba.

Do they give a good course?
('Do they teach well?')

Yes, they teach very well.

build

Is your actual work ('the
real work that you do')
the work of building house',
or of making chairs. (i.e.
is M. a carpenter or a
cabinet maker?)
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NB A further example of
tonal 'smoothing' is
found in the record of
indimipinga/: [ -1.

NB The actual pronun-
ciation of /p/ is com-
monly very 'soft': a
bilabial fricative in-
stead of a atop. Com-
pare the note on pro-
nunciation of /k/
above. This is illus-
trated in the word
/mipando/,in the last
sentence of the dialogue.

Months

Ndfmlpingi nchito

y6ping napanda.

I make chairs.

Exercise 42.a.l. GOAL: Fluent use of
appropriate time expressions.

NB The tonal difference kupanga

between /-nga/ in the cue
and the full sentence
for Line 2 of 42.a.1.
This fluctuation is
quite common.

mlato

NB The 'affricate' /c/ mseu
of Nyanja is commonly dzilb
pronounced as a fric-
ative, and the fricative
is usually voiced. Two
examples are found in
igaka gatha/ of the re-
cord for Line 3 of 42.a.11
and also /lacitatu/ in lgcteitil
the last line of this
exercise. This is of
course parallel to the
pronunciation of /k/
and /p/ discussed above.

yinji

NB In 42.a.2 the record-
ings of / onse/ at the
end of /...masiku onse/
are [- 0_]. The down-
step on the encircled
pitch is probably to be
interpreted as another
example of the tones
/... '"/ at the end of
the phrase: /...milsik6
onse /.

This pitch pattern is
found also quite con-
sistently in the othel
set of recordings of
this exercise.

Exercise

nchfto

lapita

milniati kat). dsUla?

mtnipfti kat'. NwIla

withi?

munapanga mlato

mwez1 witha?

Mtnipingl AlLho

caka citha?

Munapanga mseu

):P4

the /-na-/ tense with

Where did you go yes-
terday?

Where did you go last
month?

Did you build bridges
last month?

Did you build a bridge
last year?

Did you build a road
yesterday?

Mana'gwfla nchito yanji What kind of work did
you do yesterday?

dzulo:

MtIn4wila nchito yanji

j'

lacitatu lapita?

42.a.2. GOAL: Fluent use of
with appropriate time expressions.

kimwfla nch.?io

la(cfwflf l(lf
lonse

kUpta

AJOhn a;raphianztfisa

malaikti onse.

IJOhn grAgwla nchlto

As&I/1 onse.

)4abirin airrligwh.a nchto

/ r /

laiwili lilt lonse.

\
AJohn amapita kutauni

mUlan4U ula. wonse.
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What kind of work did
you do last Wednesday?

the / -ma -/ tense

John studies daily.

John works daily.

John works every Thurs-
day.

John goes to town
weekly.
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NB The phrases /kupanga
milato/,/kupanga miseu/,
etc. have high pitch
on /-nga/ in this set
of rec., but low pitch,
in the other set.

NB The word /tinapita/
has [- - ] in these
records ,but --]
in the other set. The
frequency of this non-
significant fluctu-
ation is the reason
why no tone mark is
written in these
materials over the
stem syllables that
follow /-nat/.

kucapa sobvala. AJohn amacapa zobvala 'John washesmasiku onse
clothes daily.

masiku onse.

Exercise 142.a.3. GOAL: Fluency in switching between
sentences with verbs in the /-ma-/ and /-na-/ tenses. (Some
students will observe and reproduce the tonal differences
between these two tenses.)

'We build roads.' 'How many roads did you
build last month?'

kapinga mIsla TiApinga =Isla. MUnalpanga rels4a tngAti

mwetzf witha?

kUpinga mlpIndd Tirapinga Munapanga mipando knati

mwitzi waitha?

kUpainga milito Tfmitatnga mllgto. .9

Munapanga milato ingati

with;.?

Exercise 42.a.4. GOAL: Automatic use of the appropriate
tense with each of several time expressions.

loweluka latha

kuphUnzile

nth4w1 zonse

gnu MUmaphUnzfla kwimbfli

nth&wi zOnse?

Mumaphunzila loweluka?

Tf.Apf'ta ku t4tIni

/

loweluka.

T1nSPita kb, tauni

idoilikaot

Tlniphunzila kwimbili

1.45W4lak'a lAha.

We go to town
every Saturday.

We went to town
last Saturday.

We studied a lot
last Saturday.

Tfulphilnzfla kwgmbfli We always study
a lot.

I
nthawl zonse?

1
loweluka

kupSnga miauldO Mumapanga mipando?

mpind6wu Munapanga mpandowu?
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Do you study a
lot?

Do you study
on Saturday?

Do you build
chairs?

Did you build
this chair?
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NB The frequent substitu-
tion of high tone for
low tone between two
high tones when no
pause intervenes was
pointed out in an
earlier marginal note.
A further example is
/licititu/, made up of
/1A-/ and /cItitu/,
but here the syllable
/-ci-/ seems always to
have high tone: there
is no optional fluct-
uation for /lAcitu/,
/licfwfli/setc. as
there.is-tor some
other combinations.

Exercise 42.a.5. GOAL: Use of the /-dza-/ tense with
appropriate time expressions.

ku taUni Vidzpita kutauni
e

mawa.

lafctilttu Tidzi:pita klit4Uni

kuthindiza Tidlathandiza reiphUnzlts1

lacitatu.

mwzi wi miwa Tidzitthandiza AphUnzits1

mwaz 3. wi mawa.

kaito TIdzipanga Mleito

mwezi WA mawa.

caka ca mawa Tidzamanga nyumba

caka ca mawa.

kugula mipando Tidzagula mipando ina

caka ca mawa.

mawa Tigula mipando ina

mawa.

kutauni Tidzapita ku tauni

mawa.

Exercise 42.a.6. GOAL: Fluency in
in the /-ma-/ and /dza-/ tenses.

'We study a lot.'

We will go to
town tomorrow.

We will go to town
next Wednesday.

We will help the
teacher next Wed-
nesday.

We will help the
teacher next month.

We will build a
bridge next month.

We will build a
house next year.

We're going to
buy some chairs
next year.

We're going to buy
some chairs to-
morrow.

We're going to go
to town tomorrow.

switching between verbs

kuphunzila Tfmphilnzla kwiMbli.

kupAnga mipando T:(mpafnga mIpandO

yambili.

kuthandiza ana Tfultandza in&

&robin.
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'Are you going
to study a lot
next year?'

M&Izaiphunzila
kwAmbIli
cakes ca mawa?

MUdzitpanga mlpeindb

yAmbili cAkA
c6 mawa?

Adzkthandiza Dina
dmbili cakes, 4
ca mawa?
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NB The phrase /kugwila
nchito/ is rec. hero
with pitches [_ ""` _],
but has [-, -% _ ] in
the other set of rec4
The same is true of
/timagwila nchito/ in
this exercise.

NB In 42.a.71the word
/mIdzI /,with low tone on
both syllables in most
environments,consistently
has the tones /mIdzI/
after the linking element

nowe' wamawa/i/. This is true for
both sets of rec. of
this exercise.

kugwila nchito Timagwila nchito. NadzitgWil
nchito dal
ci mAwa?

Exercise 42.a.7. GOAL: Automatic choice of the appro-
priate tense with each of several time expressions.

mwz wapita

rolidtO ya(mbeli

kUcipa zObvila

mawa

dziala

kuthaindiza
ApEhniltal

tsiku lilt

lonse

knth`u aimidA 3y1

a. na
/

panga mlato

Antht tmidz1 iyi

The people of these
villages built a
last month.

The people of these
villages will build

adzapanga mlato mwezi a bridge next month.

wa mawa.

Anthu amidzi iyi

amamanga milato

ya6bili.

The people of these
villages build lots
of bridges.

ca paAJohn a ma capa zonvala. John washes clothes.

AJohn adzcapa

zObvila mawa.

krohn'anaCapa

,

zobvala dzulo.

AJohn itnitthndiza

hhUnzlts1

mulungu wapita.

S.

a/.mIth;Indlza

1.11phianzlts1 tsiku lilt

lOnse.

John will wash
clothes tomorrow.

John did the laun-
dry yesterday.

John helped the
teacher last week.

John helps the
teacher every day.

Grammar 42.B. Negative verbs. As with the pronouns in
Note 4, the negative formative used with most verb tenses
has the basic shape /si -/. Before a subject prefix that
begins with a vowel, it has the form /a-/:

Sindinapita. I didn't go.
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Sanapita. He/aho/they didn't go.

Sitidzapita.

Sadzapita.

We won't go.

He /she /they won't go.

NB In /sitimathandiza/ Sitimathandiza... We don't help...

as recorded for 42.B.
the sound that corr..- Samathandiza... He/she/they don't help...

ponds to /t/ is a quick
voiced flap, much like Alongside the negative in//sl_na a/ 'didn't' there is

the r of British English another negative spelled just like it except for the final

221y. This variety of vowel: /si nate/ hasn't yet':
Nyanja /r/ seems to
occur under the same con- Sanapita... He didn't go...

ditions as the fricative
varieties of /p,c,k/ Sanapite... He hasn't yet gone...

discussed in earlier
marginal notes.

Exercise 42.b.1. GOAL: Use of affirmative and negative
fours in the /-na-/, /-dza-/, and /-ma-/ tenser.

NB Both sets of rec. KOdf ainai Ancapa zObvida Did the children wash the clothes
have high pitch on the yesterday?
first syllable of /anti/ dzUlb?
in the first line of

/

42.1).1.
/

Sanacape zobvA ala dzulo. They didn't wash clothes yester-
day.

NB Line 2 of 42.b.1 has
good examples of the fric-'idzcapa zObv!ala mawa. They will wash clothes tomorrow.
ative varieties of A/
and /p/. Xdz6hunzila mawa? Will they study tomorrow?

Skdilaphanzfla mkga. They won't study tomorrow.

M4wa nd1 laimulunyu. Tomorrow !s Sunday.

Ana a sukulu samaphunzila The children don't study on Sun-

I
lamulungu. days.

/
Sanaphunzile tolku They didn't study last Sunday.

lamtlungu wapita.

Aptainzits1 smAphanzftsa Teachers don't teach on Sundays.

lamulungu.

Aphunzitsi sadzaphunzftsa The teachers are not going to
teach next week.

rfftikangti wa mawa.
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NB The word /mUltingU/
has low tone on all
syllables when it is
by itself, but the com-
bination with /14-/
seems always to have
the tones /limillangt/.

NB The very rapid
reading of the next to
last line of 42.1).1
has the pitches

/___---], compared
with [ -- I

in the other set of
records.

AphunzltsI anaphilnzitse

mulungu wipfta.

Ad, munphUnzila

clNyinji mulungu w4fta?

Adzphunzila clitAtmji

mulungu ingti?

The teachers didn't teach last
week.

Did you study Nyanja last week?

How many weeks are you going to
study Nyanja?

Exercise 42.b.2. GOAL: Individual initiative in using the
/-dza-/, /-na-/, and /-man/ tenses inside and outside the
classroom.

Ask and answer questions of these forms:

When did you

When (in general) do you

When are you going to

Use vocabulary from Units 1-40, as well as from Units
41-42.
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UNIT 42

Grammar 42.A. Verb tense prefixes. The relationship of subject prefix, other

prefixes and verb stem may be portrayed graphically in the following form.

(The symbol # stands for absence of any prefix in the slot.)

$ubiect Raba slot Ispii Prefix slot stem

ndi- 'I' -na- -vita

ti- 'We' -dza- -thandiza

m(u)- 'you' -panga

a- 'he, she, they' -a-

u- 'it' (Cl. 3) -#- etc.

i- 'they' ,(Cl. 4) etc.

li- lit' (Cl. 5)

a- 'they' (Cl. 6)

ci- 'it' (Cl. 7)

zi- 'they' (Cl. 8 or 10)

i- 'it' (Cl. 9)

Each subject prefix may occur with each prefix from the second slot,

and in general, each verb stem may ottur with each prefix, though certain

stems may appear more or leas frequently in a given tense than certain other

stems. For example, /-swela/ 'spend the day' or /-gona/ 'lie dawn, sleep'

occur frequently in the /-a-/ tense, while first person singular and plural forms

of the /-a-/ tense are rare with the stem /-pita-/ 'go'.

Of the tense prefixes listed in the above diagram, /-a-/ is the only one

that begins with a vowel. Combinations of the subject prefixes with this tense

prefix contain only the vowel /a/:

ndinapanga but ndApanga

tidzaona 11 taona

amapita (3sg. or p1.) Apita
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Gramma 42.B. Negative verbs. As with the pronouns in Note 4 the negative

formative used with most verb terse' has the basic shape /si-/. Before a sub-

ject prefix. that begins with a vowel, it has the form /s-/:

Sindinapita. I didn't go.

BItIdatpAa.

AdzIplta.

SimItAndfSa...

We won't go.

He/she/they won' t go.

We don't help...

He/she/they don't help...

Alongside the negative in /si na_a/ 'didn't' there is another negative

spelled just like it except for the final vowel: /si na e/ 'hasn't yet':

Sain%apita...

sinpfte...

He didn't go...

He hasn't yet gone...

The only examples of negative verbs in Unit 42 are in Exercise 42.b.l.

The student who wants to do his awn exploring should listen to that exercise,

and then try to summarize for himself the tonal characteristics of the negative

verbs he finds there.

The only thing that is perfectly clear about the tones of negative verbs

in this small sample is that the matter is a bit complex. This is quite a con-

trast with the negative pronominal forms discussed in Unit 41, where /si-/ was

always high, and the stem of each word had its basic tone. In Exercise 42.b.1.,

the negative syllable is high in most tenses (e.g. /slinkOpe/, iskaphttnfilk/)

but low in both of the verbs that contain /-dza-/ (e.g. /sisimphunzila/).

Even when we leave the tone of the first syllable out of account, the picture

is far from neat: affirmative AaiciplPhe washed', but negative /0121c&pb/:

compare also /adzaphfinzIli/ and miadzIPhUnzill/.
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NB The sound written
/bv/ is distinct from the
sound written /v/ in moat
(though not all) vari-
tie:: of Nyanja. Even in
those varieties where
they are distinct, how-
ever, the difference
between the two is not
that /bv/ begins with
/b/ (i.e. stoppage at
the two lips). Instead,
the consistent difference
seems to be that what in
written /bv/ is like /v/
except that it is longer

UNIT 143

JIIIMMOIWOMM01=
UNIT 143

DIALOGUE: Two fellow workers look forward to quitting time.

-weluka

nthawi (9)

nthiwi

-ganiza

ndfginiza ndfweluka

pa (nthaiwi yi) 4 okoloko.

mdpftg kit

MiikitcOkNa Anchfto p'anar

mtlat kuti?

-cita

-mwa

NdfgainiA ndfPfta kiltgAni

kkibvina ndikukimwlinio .

\ /
and perhaps also stronger.MUpita pabasi?
The recorded occurrences
of the stem /-bvina/ in
this dialogue provide
illustrations.

NB A vowel before the
prefix /-ngo-/ is usu-
ally a bit longer in
duration than the same
vowel elsewhere.

-enda/-yenda

ndngOy:hda AnjIngit.
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- A-

-B-

-A-

- 8-

- A-

- 8-

leave (e.g. work, school)

time

What time do you/will you
get off/quit work?

think

I think I'll take off at
4:00.

When you get off, where
are you going?

to do

to drink

I think I will go to town
to dance and drink.

Are your going by/on the
bus?

to walk, go

No I'll just go by bicycle.
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NB In earlier marginal
notes, the fluctuation
of the tones in verbs
after the first high
tone of the form was
noted for the infinitive
and for the /-na-/ tense.
The same is true for the
1 unmarked' tense:
/ndfplt1 LAbisi/ is
found in one set of re-
ccrdings where /ndfpftll
plbisi/ is found in the
other set.

NB In Line 3 of 43.a.1,
note the near-elision
of /i/ in /...kuti
aCabwela/. Note also
the high tone on the
first syllable of the
name. The word
/AabrAl'i/ usually low
tone on that syllable.

NB The sequence of /ndi/
plus /mwIng/ is pronounced
with high tone on /mwa/.
This may be just another
instance of law being
raised between two highs,
or it may be a special
property of /ndf/ 'and,
with'. But the last two
words of 43.a.l. are
/ndf ny64/, not
/ndf nyitmA/.

-A-

Inl ndfklIpazini kilaMbe.

-A- (continues)

-bvulala

cifukwa

Ndlpita pabasi clfUkwa

ndabvlgla.

-B-

Mwabvulala!

Pepgnf kwgmbflit

bwinj1 nhng&?

-A-

-gwa

Nagv,4t OinjIng.

-B-

Mwagwa panjinga!

Pepanit

I'll Imo ('find') you
in Limbs.

to be hurt,
wounded

tecause, cause

I'm going by bus because
I'm hurt.

Oh, you are hurt! (an
expression of condolence)

Oh, I'm very sorry:

And how did you get hurt?

to fall, fall from

I fell from a bicycle.

You fell from a bike!

Oh, sorry!

Exercise 43.a.l. GOAL: Use of the /-a-/ tense.

NabvIng kgle.

kglIta 1110.

NAITINA

ndf mwana wacingOla.

Nd611Ona ClbOnl all ndf

nyama.

I have already danced.

I have received a letter
today.

I have heard that Mr.
Cabwela has a beauti-
ful child.

I have seen Ciboni having
meat.

Exercise 43.a.2. GOAL: Using the unmarked tense.

Ndpita le1O.
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I'm going today.
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Ndiganiza kuti kulibe

sukulu lelo clftlicw;

s
mphunzitsi wadwala.

Ndpita kacIpatll'a 111O

klik&Ona enthZ1

Ndpft4k8 lelo cIflikwg

nAlendIllt kalata finiefwa.

I think that there is no
schooling today because
the teacher is sick.

I am going to the hospital
to see sick people.

I shall go (or: am going)
there because I have
received a letter this
morning.

Exercise 43.a.3. GOAL: The /-dzel-/ tense.

Ndldzgpitu mawa.

Ndldza(dya nykrA yg

nkhUmA maws .

Nciidzeibvina ngOna

mulungu wimXwa.

NcildzgMwg mows

I'm going tomorrow.

I shall eat pork tomor-

row.

I shall dance ngoma next
week.

I shall drink beer on
Saturday.

Exercise 43.b.l. GOAL: Use of the dependent /-ka-/ tense.

Ml pita

Mixkltpla kaLimbe, ndlAt-

kUpzafni pA 4 okoloko.

Mdpita pab&si?,

Makitplea pabasi, milkgfika If you go by bus, you'll

IA 4 koloko.

Milyenda pitnjingai?

Milkayend.1 pinjIng,

mukifika pa 5 koloko.

lOOka Ano laia?
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arrive at 4 o'clock.

If you go on a bicycle,
you'll arrive at 5
o'clock.
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NB The raising of a low
tone before /kUtl/
'where?' is illustrated
quite clearly in the
first two lines of
43.c.l. The words /MpAnda,
mipAndb/, all of whose
tones are low, follow
/-gula/ with no inter-
vening pause, so that
the low tune of /-la/
can hardly be attrib-
uted to phrase intona-
tion. The high tone
of the same syllable
before Alla/ runs con-
sistently throughout
both sets of recordings
for this exercise.

NB The two pronunciations
of /-k-/ are clearly
illustrated 1. /Mikasu/
as cue word, and as
part of the sentence, in
Line 4 of 43.c.l.

NB Some speakers say
/buku /, while Others
say /bukhu/.

ikadbkk pinb lelo,

idiapita

ipita Alb?

kUtiani,

Ikgcitit clihi?

Mani wagwa piggliMbto?

NAlagvia piniiimOto

al4tbvulala.

akitplta

kwidotolo.

Exercise 43.c.l. GOAL: Automatic correct choice of con-
cords for the object prefix slot.

When he leaves here,
where will he go?

When/if he goes to town
what will he do?

,

mpando

mipando

khitsu

maksu

tahu

dzila

manila

cipewa

zipewa ziwili

cinthu cimodzi

zinthu zambili

nsomba khumi

nsomba imodzi
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'I bought a chair 'Where did you buy
yesterday.' it?'

Ndinagula mpando

dzulo.

dzulo.

rtana41ii

rapitndO AbnaigLit kut1?
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NB Some speakers use the

/1-/ concord (Class 5)

after Amenzi/ 'friend',
while others use the
/w-/ concord of Class 1.
Historically, the word
must have been in Class

5, but the fact that it

refers to persons has
influenced the change
to Class 1.

NB The tones of the

possessive stems (e.g.

Avanu/ 'your') are in-
teresting. The pitch
of the first syllable
is always high after a
noun that ends with low
tone, as in the first

two lines of 43.c.2.
After a noun that ends

with a single high tone

/e.g. /bwanzf/), it
also has high tone, on
the same level as the

last syllable of the

noun. But after nouns
that end with two or
more high tones (e.g.
balk616/, /8bill/ in
this exercise), it

is just a bit lower than

the last syllable of the

noun:
bwenzi wanu [ -e_ ]
makolo anu [ ---_].

This is true for both
sets of recordings of

this exercise.

nyale imodzi

nyale zitatu

nArA yg ng'OnliAt

Exercise 43.c.2. Automatic correct choice of concords for

the object prefix slot.

Aphilnats1

aphunzitsi

bwenzf

m'abwIlmf

apgwit

mnyakwawa

InykwavA

g4limOte,

mgglImatO

NlOnge,

makcilo/obala

'We saw your teacher 'When did you see him?'

yesterday.'

TIngOnzl mphunzltsl

wanu dzulo.

.

Munamwona kuti?

Exercise 43.x.1. GOAL: Random recombinations in quasi-

conversational sequences.

AJohn (w)Iptti Where has John gone?

(w) apita kunyumba kapena

kutauni?

Sindikudziwa/Waya,

Sindinamuone.

Ndiganiza (w)aik. kiinchlto.

Amagwila nchito yanji?
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Did he go home, or to town's'

I don't know.

I didn't see him.

I think he has gone to work.

What sort of work does he
do?

****************
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NB The phrase
Clnyitnjg/ has
pitch pattern
attention was
in an earlier
note.

the same
to which
called
marginal

AJohn anacita ciani?

Anacapa zobvala, kapena

anasamba?

Mufuna kupita kunyumba?

Mufuna kucita ciani?

MUkafuna kucapa zobvala,

ndidzakuthandizani.

Mufuna kuphunzila Cinyanja

kapena Citumbuka?

Tikafuna kuphunzila

Cinyanja, mukati-

phunzitsa?
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What did John do?

Did he wash clothes or did
he have a bath?

Do you want to go to the
house/homc?

What do you want to do?

If you want to wash clothes,
I'll help you.

Do you want to learn Cinyanja
or CituMbUka?

If we want to learn Cinyanja
will you teach us?
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Grammar )43.A. Two more of the independent tenses.

In Unit 42, Note A, the tense prefixes /-na/, /-dza-/, /-ma-/ were

discussed and practiced. All were ' independent' in the cense that a verb in one

of these tenses can stand as the only verb in a complete sentence.

Two other independent tenses were shown in the same diagram. One, with

the characteristic prefix /-a-/, will be called the '/-a-/ tense'. The other,

which has no prefix in the slot immediately after the subject prefix, will be

called the 'unmarked tense'.

Examples of the /-a-/ tense are:

Ndagwa panjinga. I fell from a bicycle.

Mwabvulala bwanji?

Mwagona bwanji?

Mwaswela bwanji?

Haw did you get hurt?

How did you sleep (last night)?

How have you spent (this) day?

Both the /-a-/ tense and the /-na-/ tense commonly refer to the past.

The difference between them cannot be summarized in a single brief statement.

The student will notice however that the /-a-/ tense is most likely to be used

when the action of the verb is relatively recent, or when the action, though

past, is still relevant to the present. 'Recency' is psychological, and

cannot be defined in absolute chronological terms. In these respects, the

/-a-/ tense has much in common with the English 'present perfect' tense,

but the student should beware of falling into the habit of treating these two

tenses as easy translation equivalents of each other.

Many speakers of Nyanja distinguish in the /-a-/ tense between one group

of verbs which has high tone in this tense, and another group which has low

tone:

MWagOna bwanji? How did you sleep?

Mwaswela bwanji? How did you spend the day?
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These two groups may be designated Ihlgh verbs' and 'low verbs'. In most of

their forms, including the infinitive, high verbs and low verbs are tonally

indistinguishable from one another.

The examples of the /-a-/ tense that occur in this unit show low tone on

the subject prefix. The only apparent exception is /MWabvulala?/ in the basic

dialogue, with pitches [ These differ from the pitches of the same

word in /Mwabvulala bwanji nanga ? / This second occurrence of the

verb indicates that /-bvulala/ is a 'low' verb. How then are the pitches of

the first three syllables of the first occurrence to be accounted for? The

high-falling of the third syllable is the usual phynical realization of ques-

tion intonation. The high pitches in /mwabvu -/ may have to do with the element

of concerned surprise that is present in the meaning of the sentence. The

student should be on the lookout for other sentences of the same kind one-

word yes-no questions involving concerned surprise which either confirm

or contradict this guess.

In the only example of an /-a-/ tense verb with object prefix ( /ndamuona/

saw him'), the object prefix has high tone. The student who is interested

in pinning down the details of the tone system should check with one or more

speakers of Nyanja the pronunciation of /ndalilandi.la, ndazigula, ndaidya/

and of at least a half dozen similar verb forms thet he himself devises for

this purpose. Results of this investigation may be entered here:
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The unm,)rked tense appears in:

Ndiganiza... I think that...

Muwelukanthawi yanji? What time are you going to/do you quit

work?

Ndipita kutauni. I'm going to go to town.

pdikupezani kuLimbe. I'll see you in Limbe.

(/ku...ni/ in this sentence stands for the second person object)

In these sentences, the verbs refer to actions which are either carried

out at the moment of speaking, or are expected in the immediate future. The

'immediacy' of the unmarked tense, like the 'recency' of the /-a-/ tense, is

relative to the attitude of the speaker; neither can be defined in terms of

specified amounts of clock time,

Price (p. 21) says that this tense is also used to describe 'what is

true in general, now as at other times,' The student should be alert for

this use of the unmarked tense as it occurs in later units.

In exploring the tonal patterns used with the unmarked tense, the

student should look separately at the tone of the first syllable (i.e.

the subject prefix) and at the tone of the rest of the verb. Examples

in Units 41-43 are /acokela/ (dialogue for Unit 1), numerous verbs in the

dialogue for this unit, and Exercises 43.a.2., 43.b.l. and 43.x.1.

The subject prefix is high in all instances except those that are in

yes-n0 questions. This is especially noticeable in Exercise 43.b.1:

/Mupita kuLimbe?/ In Sentence 5 of the dialogue, /Mupita pabasi ?/

is recorded both and

The tone of the first stem syllable is high for those stems that

have three syllables: /fic6keW, etc. For stems with two syllables, the

first stem syllable may be high (e.g. /ndipith/, in Stc. 8 of the dialoguq),

or low (e.g. /ndipith/ in Line 1, Exercise 43.a.2. This difference is

probably a matter of free fluctuation, with no grammatical significance.
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What about the tones of verbs that are in the unmarked tense and
have object prefixes! The single example /ndikdpezinl/is clearly in-

sufficient to answer this question. The student should check /Ndimupeza

kulimbe /, /Tizifuna/, and other sentences of his own devising. Results of
the investigation may be entered here:

The lame kind of investigation should be carried out for verbs that
are in the unmarked tense and end with the locatives /-ko/, /-po/s
/ndipitako /, /Wdbwelako litit/, etc.

Grammar 43.B. A dependent tense, with the prefix /-ka-/. Preceding notes

have set out a group of five 'tense prefixes' /-ma-, -na-, -dza-, -a-, -#-/,
all of which filled the same slot in the overall structure of the verb.

No two occurred in one and the same verb form. All were described as

'independent' in the sense that a verb in one of these tenses is eligible
to serve as the only verb in a complete sentence.

A new prefix /-ki-/ is illustrated in:

When/if you quit (work)...

Milkkcbki
When/if you leave work...

This prefix, which has low tone, is not to be confused with the high-
toned /-ki-/ 'go and', found in:

Ndipita kutauni kUktbvina. X's going to town to dance.
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The prefix /-ki-/, with low tone, occurs within the structure of the

verb in the same 'slot' as /-na-/, /-ma-/ etc. That is to say, it follows

the subject prefix and precedes the object prefix if any (cf. Grammar 43.C)

and the stem. It differs from these other prefixes, however, in two ways:

(1) The tone patterns of the verb forms in which it is found, and

(2) The verbs in which it occurs are not eligible to serve as the

only verb in a complete sentence:

Ndikhcbkh panchito....

Ndlnicbki panchito.

When/if I leave work...

I left work.

A verb form of this kind, which cannot stand as the only verb in a

complete sentence,will be called 'dependent'.

Grammar 43.C. Object prefixes.

In addition to the slots which were depicted in the diagram in Note

42.1. there are other slots which the student of Nyanja must learn to

recognize and to fill appropriately. One of these is illustrated in:

Ndialipeza kuLimbe. I'll see you in Limb,.
(2sg., not particularly respectful)

cf. Ndimpeza kuLimbe. I'll see bimiher, in Limb..

In these sentences, /-ku-/ and /-mu-/ correspond respectively to

second person singular and third person singular objects (linglish 'you'

and 'him/her'). A chart of the object prefixes is:

lsg. A -na -ndi- peza.

A -na peza.

-m-

-ti-

-ku-

-wa-

-ni
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'Heishe/they found me.'

1Ne/she/they found you.'

rI him/her

us

you (pl. or respect-
ful singular)

them

it (Cl. 3)
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-ka-

ft

It

It

11

If

11

11

11

-ti- ft

11

them (Cl. 4)

it (Cl. 5)

them(Cl. 6)

it (Cl. 7)

them (Cl. 8)

it (Cl. 9)

them (Cl. 10)

it (Cl. 12)

them (Cl. 13)

it (Cl. 14)

Note that the 2 pl. personal form is the only one that consists of

two parts, which are separated from one another:

I'll see you (pl.) .

The object prefix is found after the subject prefix and the tense

prefix (if may), and immediately before the stem.
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NB In earlier margin. -
notes, attention has
been called to the
fact that syllabics
before /kt1/ 'where?'
have high tons. Als
exception is found in
Lim fir-* 14'"° nf the
dialogue, where /ndl/
'is' remains low. Note
also that the high tone
that does not occur on
/ndl/ is found on the
first syllable of

NB The tone difference
between /mbmibw611 11t1/

and /ndlnibwill dzla/
is probably an indica-
tion that /11t1/ 'when?'

has special tonal pro-
perties which are usu-
ally manifested in the
preceding word.

NB The recording for

dialogue for fluency
(DIP) places together in
the same word the past
tense prefix /-na-/ and
the prefix /-dzi-/,
sometimes translated as
a future tense prefix.
Here, of course, the
best translation is
come and'. Note also

that /-dz4-/, but not
/-ni-/, can occur in
infinitives.

UNIT 44

DIALOOM C has just arrived in town and is looking for
work.

.D.

Xanu ndl

ItAmbb
macimw4n ?

imnsinga
-C-

Kwithia ndi kZ4lambi.

XWanu ndl kimesmbi?

-C.

bimbO.

-D-

Nangl milnibw4la lit, klin6

ka11141t;Pre?

-C-

Ndlnalbwela dztla.

-yang' ana

NdInfibweli klIdziying'ana nchfto.

Ndffpiliza?

kuti

in ndigan1za kuti n6alpita

kusukulu.

187

-D--

Where is your home, my
friend

My home is a i. Zumba.

Your home is at Zomba?

Yes (sir) (it is).

(And) when did you come
here to Blantyre!

I came yesterday.

to see, look at,
look after

I have come to look for
work.

Will I find it?

here, 'that' used
to introduce an
indirect statement

I thought you went to
school.
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-C-

Ndinipatbana Std. 6

clki citha.

-D-

0. Atiniparabana?

-C-

ndiye

NB The pitches on /tsopano/ tsopano

are typically those heard
in this recording: Ndfy: nd(funa nchCto tsbpano.

1.

NB The plural form
/zibwIno/ is used here in Ah, zibwInO sirminim6.
place of the more fre-
quent /cibwInb/.

NB The pitches on
/kukaphunzila/ and
/kudzaphunzila/ are
[ - b
The final pitch is not
really low. The down-
step on the encircled
pitch occurs also in
the other set of rec.

Sikora°.

-D-

-C-

Exercise 44.b.l. GOAL: To use the
prefix, depending on the verb which

'Be went home to sleep.'

Inipita kinayinnbi kUk4Ona.

)nipita kunyumba ktkeldya.

Ingpita kunyumba kukagwila

nchito.

Anipita kusukulu

inipita k6andi kakilima.

Anapita kiimsbea itikrigula

inipita kuBlantyre

kukayang'ana nchfto.

188

I passed Std. 6 last
year.

Oh, you passed?

Yes.

and

now

And I'm looking for a
job now.

That's good.

Thanks.

appropriate directional
precedes it.

'He came here to sleep.'

)in&bwela kiarlo kadzigOna.

Iniomelsa keno kadzi:dya.

inibwell kunb kazigwfla

nch1to.

Ankmefa Kurib

phUnzila.

Anibwela Panb

irabwela p6io kudzaqula

zinthu.

Anaibwela pinO

kadziya'nglana nchlto.



1.

Milliniammest

NB The form /safuna/ is,
in a sense, made up of
/s( -/ plus /ifUnk/. It
is thus a kind of
obligatory contraction
of these two elements.
Notice that the syllable
/sa-/ frequently keeps
the length of two vowels
in this kind of word.

NB Also the length of
the sound written /-ng'-/
in ikuyang'ana/.

NB The word /mtikkkilya-

nglana/ contains occur-
rences of both /-kk-/
'if, when' and /-k&-/
Igo and'.

CHINYANJA BASIC COURSE UNIT 44

Exercise 44.b.2. GOAL: Use of the directional prefixes in

in a number of conversationally related sentences.

,Peter (w)iipitai

001p301 kilti6ni.

ki.skacita

(W)Ipltk kUkalying'ana njingi

pfce/140.

1il

cktidya.

/ /
Ana a(dza)twela mIsalni(ano)

kildzicita 'jive'.

A(dzi)bwkill nthiwi yinji?

A(dza)bwela kudzasewela.

Where has Peter gone?

He's gone to town.

What has he gone to
do?

He has gone to look for
his bicycle.

Where is (our) mother?

She has gone to prepare
food.

Will the children come
to jive this afternoon?

What time will they
come?

They will come to play.

Exercise 44.x.1. GOAL: Fluency in a series of conversa-
tionally related sentences. (Begin by listening to the
sentences at least twice before looking at the book. Final
goal is ability to produce the sentences ahead of the tape,
or to produce 4 whole series of 4 sentences independently.)

I
AJohn anapaMbana John passed Std. 5 last

year.

'Std. 5' clod citha.

SifUnit kilkiying'ana nch1to

ts6pano.

Xfuna kilph4nzila 'Std. 6' ciki

ca miwa.

Sinus mUkkkall4Wana nchfto,

rail(dsCyaing'ana nch1to yinji?

189

He doesn't want to go
and look for work now.

He wants to go into
Std. 6 next year.

(And you) When you go
and look for work, What
sort of work will you
look for?

INIIMINISNINWINstssotriswarommemi=ramemeasimmism
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NB The word /ndimlftina/
has low tone on the sub-
ject prefix, whereas
verbs with the tense pre-
fix /-ma-/ usually have
high tone on the sub-
ject prefix. Some speak-
ers of Nyanja say that
this difference has
significance,but a
definite statement on
the nature of the
difference cannot be
made at this time.
[This tonal pattern
occurs in both sets of
rec.]

NB The problem of the
tones of possessive
stems it again illus-
trated in 44.c.1. The
pitches are:
[ - - - e .

NB The 3 pl. posses-
sive stem is here
spelled /ao/, and this
is its spelling in the
dictionary and the
grammar. But some
speakers, including the
tape rec. for this
exercise, have Asawo/.
This variation may also
be observed in the
tribal designation
/Y0,/, often pronounced
/Yiwb/.

NB An interesting clue to
the riddle of the tones
of possessive stems is
found in Line 4 and 5 of
44.c.2. Assuming that
/cip4wa/ and /zipiwa/ are
tonally identical, these
lines show fluctuation
between

- ]
and [ ]
This suggests that nouns
that end with two high
Pitchet in this environ-
ment should be regarded
as having tones / "/,
and a sequence like
/cIpirwa cnga/ may be
pronounced in e4ther of
two ways: ( - - 1.

Ndl(ma)ftina kaphtinzila

Clnyinji.

Cibwln, mil.

A1OntiN withu pdzikAhindizani.
wanga

zik8m6.

A(dzit)bwela

Ndiginiza (kuti) i(dzi)bwela pa

8 koloko.

Exercise 44.c.l.
between subject
number coMbiriati.

one

lye

le)

Intl

lwvg,

I want to learn Cinyanja.

All right, mother.

My sister will help you.

Thank you.

What time will she come?

I think (that) she will
come at 8 o'clock.

GOAL: Making automatic the correlation
prefix and possessive stem for each person-
on,

'I want my money.'

Ndfftinit niatlaima zanga.

Afuna ndalama zace.

Tfftiria ndilitma zathu.

Mtlfanit nalaima zanu?

/
Afuna nditlaima zao.

Exercise 44.c.2. GOAL: As for 44.c.1. with the added
problem of changing class concords.

Ine

btikhu

ly4

clp4wa

gitlImOtel

mabahu

'I want my money.'

Ndifaria ndlima zanga.

NdfUna bukhu langa.

ifUna bukhu lace.

'Aftlna clplwa crice.

Tlfana z1p4wa zathu.

TffUna gallimbtb

Mtlfana giaimOtb

.

Mufuna mabUkhu £nu?

190
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IwtS

ndk 'Lima

in:

191

Afuna nabuku zo.

Afuna ndalama zao.

Mdidiuna ndalana sanga.
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Grammar 44.A. The use of certain verb tenses in this dialogue.

Notice the use of the /-a-/ tense in:

Ndafuna,kudzayanglana nchito.

Ndimaganiza kuti xwapita kusUkulu...caka catha.

Notice also the use of the /-ma-/ tense in the second of these sentences.

All four verbs in these two examples illustrate the fact that the tense

of a verb in one language (e.g. Nyanja) cannot always be predicted in

terns of some tense that serves as its most frequent translation in some

other language (e.g. English).

Grammar 44.B. An.-..t.Ler category of vues., pl.erixes.

The dialogues for Units 43 and 44 have contained the sentences:

Ndafuna kudzayang'ana I want to look for a job.

nchito.

...ndipita kutauni I'm going to town to dance and drink.

kukabvina ndi kukamwa nao.

The prefixes that are the subject of this note are /-ka-/ go and' and

/-dza-/ 'come and'. In all of the above examples, they occur in infinitives,

but they may also occur with tense prefixes:

Mlikahagula nsomba... If you go and buy fish

Anadzatithandiza. They came and helped us.

Note that /4i: -/ 'go and' has high tone, while the dependent tense prefix

/ -ki -/ (Note 43B) has low tone.

192
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The word 'directional' will be used as a cover term to include f-ka-/

'go and' and /-dza-/ 'come and'. The directional prefixes follow the tense

prefix, if any. They differ from some tense prefixes also in that they may

occur in the infinitive form, while the tense prefixes may not:

kukamawa

kudzamwa

kumamwa

but not:

*kunamwa

to go and drink

to come and drink

to drink customarily

to have drunk

Pc: a complete description of Nvarria,it would be necessary to investi-

gate the tones of all verbs that contain the directional prefixes /-kfi-/

and /-dzit-/, in combination with /-na-/, /-a-/, etc., and in forms both

with and without object prefixes and locative enclitics (/-4coj, /-poi,

/-mo/). In the absence of the data needed for most of these sets of forms,

the student may still try making his awn observations and drawing his own

conclusions about infinitives that include directional prefixes.

(1) The infinitive prefix /ku -/ is low.

(2) The directional prefixes are high.

(3) With verbs whose stems have one or two syllables (/kukkgya,

kukaawila/), the stem syllables are basically high. If the

infinitive is the last word in the sentence, however, its last

syllable is low. [This is simply another example of the general

rule that no declarative sentence ends with high pitch.] Thus:

...kUkag6na. [ ] (Exercise 44.b.1. ,Line 1)

but:

nchito. 3)
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Thre- syllable stems are a bit more complex: the first

of the stem are high, but the middle syllable is not. Thus,

has /...kukavang'ana njinga./ If the infinitive is the last

and third syllables

Line 4 of 44.b.2

word in the sen-

tence, its last syllaDie has low pitch (cf. the general rule cited above),

but the low-toned syllable that precedes it has either a noticeably rising

pitch, or a pitch intermediate between the pitches of the immediately adjacent

syllables:

but

kudzayang'ana nchito.

...kudzasewela. [_ ] or [

Grammar 44.c. Possessive stems. Certain of the personal possessive stems

have app area in /kwanu/ 'at your place' and /kwathu/ 'at our place'.

full set of personal possessive stems is:

Singular Plural

1. anga 'my' athu 'our'

2. ako 'your' (sq., not very
respectful)

anu 'your'

3. ace 'his/her' ao 'their'

The concordial prefixes used with these stems are:

Class 1 w-

2

3 w-

4 y-

1-

6 ¢#-

7 c-

8 z-

9

194
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10 z-

12 k-

diminutives

13 t-

1

locatives 17 kw-

14 w-

15 kw-

16 P-

18 mw-

TmIT 44

The form /kwanu /, then, is a combination of the general locative prefix

(Class 17) and the second person plural possessive stem.

The personal possessives are illustrated in the dialogue for this unit,

and in Exercise 44.c.1 and in 44.c.2. In all these instances, however, the

possessive is either the first or the last word in the sentence. Examples of

possessives in the middle of the sentence will be found in Exercise 45.c.1.

The tone pattern of all these possessives seems to be high on the first

syllable and low on the second. Notice however that when the noun that

precedes it ends in a high tone, there may be a downstep from the one word

to the other:

...buku langa. [ ] (typical of 44.c.2.)

Buku langa... [ ] (Exercise 45.c.1, Sec. 2, Line 1.)
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UNIT 45

DIALOGUE C is still looking for we -k.

-E- (Menthe?)
NB The question of the
tonal characteristics of 2adf mniebwila Oh, Peter, when did you
/110./ was raised in an come (to town)?
earlier marginal note. lltk?

This rec. of the first
sentence in the dialogue -C- (not Peter
has low tone on /110./ C. Vernon)
and also on the syllable
that precedes it. But Ndlnibw4la Ititu I came three weeks ago.
in the other set of
roc., the tones are yipitiyo.

110./.

MB In the phrase /kumene
ndigapeza nchito/, the kumene
tone of the subject pre-
fix is high. The subject laodi mukudz1wa kbnigni

prefix is low in most
verbs that contain the ndfnglipeze nchfto?
prefix /-nga-/, but
after "vmene/ it is
high.

-C-

a place where

Do you know where I can
find a job?

-1-

KUlfbe nchftb kUnO. There's no work around
here.

kUanga

nchfto pinji?

-C-

What kind of work do you
know (how) to do?

Ndfroldz4a ktici6 tfipl. I know how to type.
('...to do typing.')

Kilefta

ind, blmbb.

mphamvu (9,10)

-B-

-C-

-E-

Oh, typing.

That's right.

power, ability,
strength

KOm'a 1m4neyi al nchfto But that's not hard
Physical labor!

yamphamvu.

196



NB An earlier marginal
note raised the question
of tonal fluctuation of
subject prefixes before
/-,ma-/. In this dialogue,
the word Am/nine/ occurs
in 'Dialogue for Learning'
but /i'mftina/ is found in
'Dialogue for Fluency',
and in both places in the
other set of rec.

NB The pitches of /ndf/
plus /zAki/ are ( ],

even at the slow tempo
heard in the rec.

CHINYANJA BASIC COURSE

J11..maftina nchfto ygmphimvu.

' in: mit 2464 '16'

-tha

Bfndfngithe kagwfla nch'to

yimbfli.

tINTT

-C-

They want (people
for) hard physical
labor.

I'm sixteen years old.
('x have sixteen
years!')

to be able

I can't work very hard.
('I can't Bo a lot of
work.')

Exercise 45.a.l. GOAL: Fluent production of /-nga-/ forms
of a number of verbs.

kubweia TInglbw414 metwa.

k.Zipfta

kwic;na

mgwa.

Tingwgclne mime.

kaphkila cikddya Tingawiphfkile

cikaya.

klOwa munOMbi Tin4lowe We can enter the
house tomorrow.

We can return to-
morrow.

We can go tomorrow.

We can see them
tomorrow.

We can prepare food
for them tomorrow.

kUgUlitsa ny

kucoka pano

TInglgal1tA ny)ILmit We can sell meat
tomorrow.

mgwa.

TIngicke Panb

mkwa.

We can leave to-
morrow.

Exercise 45.ab.1. GOAL: Contrast of /-nga-/ form with
infinitive form of a single verb in a pair of conversa-
tionally related sentences.

Ndifuna klaygnkhula nanu. Nding)tyknkhale nanu?

Ndifuna kabmila pinb mawa. NdinglbAle pin?) mawa?

ilffuna katfbvUtitsa kwgmbfli. ingltfbvUtitse kwgmbfii?

Tifuna kuyenda pInsf. Tingayondo pansi?

TCfuna kamtiphti6itsa clzangU. Tingamuphunzitse cizungult

Tffuna kimiluka tsdpano. tsciPano?

197
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NB The speaker who
voiced 45.c.1 pro-
nounces all the
sequences of the form

kUtl/ with no
high tones whatever.
In the other set of
recordings, the tones
are consistently
/Ulf kUt1/.

Exercise 45.ab.2. GOAL: Use of /-nga-/ forms and infini-
tives in longer sequences of conversationally related sen-
tences.

Whglnaphdnsitse astir*?

Nd1maylnkh4la Asang4,

kaml sendfdslwa

kUciptanzitsa.

Jam/ ndi4aniza

mungandithandise

pIng'dho.

abwino. TIdziyesa.

Tinoiiwkake

Ndfganiza 1:1 4:30.

8fhdin41cOke pinch into

pa 4:50.

Ndfuna kbwiiuka pa 5:00.

But I think you can help
me a little.

All right. We'll try.

Exercise 45.c.1. GOAL: Using the full range of subject
prefixes with / -1i/.

Classes__ 1al.

Istkit

IpindO

MIAnda

. I

mlato

Adx1 yinu

sandal yanu

198

'Where is the market?'

kUtl?

ipindO Ull

Mipindb hui 30.1t1?

Alsto U11 kUtl?

Uli panipi nd
pang.

'611 mUnyilmbit.

111 manyUmbia.

Ulifupi ndi
pano.

ildx1 yinu kUil? III pafupi ndi
Pia).

Minch yahii Ill kUti? giftipf ndi
pan
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NB The word for 'shirt'

is /mIllyi/ in this set

of recordings, but
/mklifyi/ in the other
set. The same is true

plindf wanu

mads1 winu

Classes 9.6:

bukhu langa

aabukhu anga

dzill

Az11):

khisu

miLkisu

anga

Classes 7.8:

for the pronunciations cillcl 'church'
/gillmat?)/ and /gilim6tV.
Both are words of three

or more syllables, high
at one end and low at

the other. The student
should watch for other

examples of this kind

of non-significant
variation.

NB In both sets of re-
cordings, the pitches of

/cipewa cathu/ are:
[ "CD_ ]

while those of /cakudya
cathu/ are [
This may mean that the

nouns should be written
/cik4dyi,/ and /clpiwk/,

with different tones on

the final syllables.

conga

zipewa

zinthu zithu

caiktidya cathu

Classes 9.19:

nyini vithu

mamba yinu

199

N6di woCnu at kUtl? Ull pelfdpi ndl
pana.

Nadal winu nd1
pa

Bukhu langa lilt kuti? L111 ilnyambi.

)Iabukhu anga ali kuti? /II

Dela linga 1111 la:a? Lili m'nyuMba.

14611): £nga all ktl? Ali minyumba.

Xhisu linga 1111 kUtIT Lili m'nyumba.

Makasu anga a13 kiitl? Ali m'nyumba.

anga alb. kiall ill kenybmbi.

cithu c111 CIll kia6Mbi.

kAtIT

cliAtkik cithu ail kuncheu.

cili kuti?

Ciawa conga C111 6111 n6y-bmbi.

Apea zathu z111 Zola. alnytimbi.

kUtl?
zithu z111 2111 ai'nyx)mibi..

kUtl?

Cakudya c:;thu ieniUmbaf:.

ktiti ?

Ili menyumba.

Nyama yIthu IA kuti? Ill pflipi

ndi pano.
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NB The combination of
interrogative intonation
plus final tones./"/ is
worth careful listening.
In Line 1 of 45.c.2, for
example, the upglide on
the first syllable of
/PAnsf/ is quite accen-
tuated in the question,
in contrast to the state-
ment.

NB An earlier marginal
note called attention to
the long /a/ in contrac-
tions of /si/ plus verbs
that begin with /a/. The
word /sali/ in Line 2 of
45.c.2 provides a strik-
ing example.

ndege

ndklima sing'

nkh4ku zanu

nOmbi sanu

njIngi yinga

njInga zathu

Nd4gs yio ill kiltl? ill kwio.

Ndalama zanga zili Zili ku banki,

kuti?

Nkhuku zanu zili kuti? Zili minyumba.

Nyumba zanu sill kuti? Zili pafupi

ndi pano.

NjInga yanga iii kuti? Ili nenyumba.

NjIng4 zathu zili kuti? Zili m'nyumba.

Classes 12.13,

kInjIll AnjIA kthu kall Klil oc6.

vatl?

kkAtsfnje

tIMItsfnje

kInkhdku

tInklulku

klnyinji

tIns6mba

(Each section of the foregoing exercise may be practiced
separately in the beginning. Eventually however the cue
words from the entire exercise should be given at random.

Exercise 45.c.2. Affirmative vs. negative forms contain-
ing /-11/.

atzatngl CfmAntia c111 Ansf?

Sicili

Is the maize on
the floor/ground?
It isn't on the
floor/ground.

C111 patebulo. It's on the table.

mabuku MlbUku All pltns? Are the books on
the floor?

200

Sal pinsf.

All pAt4bulo.

They are not on
the floor.

They are on the
table.
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buku

zobvala

mazila

UNIT 45

Exercise 45.x.1. Recombination of previously
material in the form of short conversations.
section by listening to it without the book.
you should be able to take either part in the
and/or to say each sentence ahead of the tape.

/ \ \
AJohn ali kuti?

BndidzIta.

Kodi apita kims1ka?

Binkpte

Ndiganiza kuti ali

pafupi ndi sukulu.

Where is John?

I don't know.

studied
(Begin each
Eventually,
conversation,

Has he gone to the market?
yet.

He hasn't gone to the
market.

I think he is near the
school.

********************

Ndingakuthandizeni bwanji? Haw can I help you?

Idungandiuze kumene ndLigagule Would you tell me where
I can buy oranges.

malalanje?

Kulibe malalanje tsopano.

Zikomo.

201

There are no oranges these
days.

Thank you.
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Grammar 45.A. The verb prefix /-nga-/ !may, can'.

The prefix /-nga-/ occurs in:

...kumene ndinapezt

nchito.

Sindingehe kugwila

nchito yaMbili.

also, from earlier units:

Idingakwellbasi?

Nungandium njila yace?

...where I can

find work.

I can't do much work.

Can I take a bus?

Can you tell me the way to it?
('Can you tell me its way?')

Notice that when a verb form contains /-nga-/, its final vowel is /-e/

and not /-a/ as it is in most other forms of the verb.

Of the meanings of verb forms that contain /-nga-/, Price (p.183) says

that 'there is a disposition on the part of the subject, or other favourable

circumstance, to carrying out the action. That is, /-nga-/ may be

'can', so long as it id. not taken to imply physical ability.' This

:sent accords with the four examples cited at the beginning of this

translated

state-

note.

Observe that in the verb form where physical ability is in fact under con-

sideration (/Sindingathe kugwila nchito yambili./), the /-nga-/ is used

together with the root /-th-/, which does

ability.

A final

to the other

question

lists of

carry a meaning of physical

concerning /-nga-/ has to do with its status relative

prefixes--tense prefixes and directional prefixes--

Which have been discussed in earlier notes. With respect to its meaning,

/-nga-/ does not fit obviously with either group: it has to do neither

with time nor with spatial direction. From the point of view of form, it

dltfers from both groups in that it requires a final /-e/ on the verb

form in which it appears. But what about its position relative to other
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.

UNIT

slots in the verb structure? This question may best be answered by breaking

it down into a series of simpler questions, each of which can be answered

yes or no by a native speaker of the language:

(a) Can /-nga-/ occur in the same word as any of the tense prefixes:

* Anangandiuze HA was able to tell me...

* Nwangakwele basi? Were you able to take the bus?

* Timangayankhule Cinyanja.

etc.

CO Can /-nga-/ occur in the same word as either of the directional

prefixes:

* Tingakagwile nchito. We can go and work.

* Angadzatithandize. They can come and help us.

Tonally, the /-nga-/ forms without object prefix are fairly simple.

The student may want to listen to the examples in the dialogue and in

Exercises 45.a.1, 45.ab.1, 45.ab.2, and the last section of 45.x.1.

The simplest /-nga-/ forms are the affirmative ones with no object

prefix: /tingabwele/. In these, all tones are low, except for the two

instances after the particle Pmene/; these latter will be discussed in

a later unit.

Next simplest are affirmative /-nga-/ forms with object prefix, where

the object prefix is high. (cf. the corresponding forms of the /-a-/

tense) .

The only example of a negative /-nga-/ form is /Sindingacoke/. The

student should check the tones on a number of other verbs, including

/tindingadye/ (for monosyllabic stems), /sitingaweluke/ (for trisyllabic

stems), /sindingaligule/ (for the combination of negative with object pre-

fix), etc. Observations on these matters may be entered here:
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Grammar 45.B. The infinitive. This verb form has been used in the earlier

units of Part II but has not been made the subject of explicit comment.

Numerous examples of it have occurred, among which are:

MUmawaphunzitsa kugwila

nchitoyo...?

Ndipita kutauni kukabvina.

Mumadziwa kugwila nchito

yanji?

Si kwabvutitsa.

Do you teach them to do that work..?

I'm going to town to dance.

What (kind of)work do you know
(how) to do?

It is not (a matter of) causing her
trouble.

Ndabwela kudzakuonani. I've come to see you.

The infinitive begins with the prefix /ku-/. It may contain / -rna /

or one of the directional prefixes /-kgV or /-dzg-/, and also an object

prefix, but not one of the tense prefixes /na/, /a/ or /-dza-/.

The infinitive shares with nouns the characteristic that it may serve

as the subject of a sentence, and that it may be modified by possessives

and other adjectival expressions;

kuphunzitsa kwao their teaching

f

Kuena Cinyanja kobvuta.

kumabvutitsa azungu.

Grammar 45.C. The special verb /-1i/.

The special verb /-11/ appears in:

Ndili ndi zaka '16'. I'm 16 years old.
(I'm with 16 years.')

Kulibe nchito kuno.

and from Cycle III:

Muli bwanii?

Ndili bwino.
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Therets no work around here.

How are you?

I'm fine.



Compare also:

Tinali kumudzi.

The stem /-1i/ is called a verb because like other things that we have

CHINYANJA BASIC COURSE

We were at the village.

called verb stems it can be preceded by subject prefixes and tense prefixes,

and because it has negative as well as affirmative forms.

It differs from other verb stems in a number of conspicuous ways:

(1) It has no infinitive form such as a hypothetical */kuli/.

(2) Its stem ends in /-i/, not in /-a/.

(3) Its negative forms do not contain the prefix /si/; instead

they contain the suffix /-be/:

Kull ndalama. There is money.

Kulibe ndalama. There is no money.

The construction /-li ndi/ is frequently translated into English as

'to have'.

Ndili ndi zaka '16'. I'm sixteen. ('I have sixteen years.')

Muli ndr ndalama? Do you have the money?

Iuli kubvina. There's dancing.

Minyumba muli mipando itatu. There are three chairs in the house.
JIMINIMMIN

Pano pall ndalama. There's some money here.

With subject prefixes from Classes 1-15 (i.e. the non-locative classes), the

construction /-li ndi /, literally 'be with' is very frequently translatable

into English with 'have', as in the second of the above examples.

With locative prefixes (Classes 16-18), there is a similar construc-

tion but without /ndl' /. These are illustrated in the last three examples,

where the locative subject prefixes have been underlined twice.

The negative of both these constructions has /-libe/, without /nd1/:

Ndilibe ndalama. I have no money.

Kulibe ndalama. There is no money.
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When /-1i/ is followed directly by a place expression, however, the

/si-/ negative is used:

Ali pano. He is here.

Sali pano. He is not here.

The negative of the /-na-/ tense /tinali kumudzi/ is /sitinali kumudzi/.

The affirmative forms (/ndili/, /cili /, /kuli/, etc) generally have

low tone on both syllables:

Uli pafupi ndl pano. (Exercise 45.c.l. Col. 3)

but in questions before /kuti?/ 'where?', the tone of the second syllable

is usually high :

Msika uli kuti? (45.c.1,Co1.2)

Negative forms with /-be/ have tones low, high, low:

killfb11 nchito kuno.

Negative forms with /si-/ have high tone on the first syllable, low

tone on the last (i.e. the root /-11./), and apparently free fluctuation on

the intervening syllable:

SCcill pansi. (Exercise 45.c.2, Line 1)

but:

Slzill pansi. (45.c.2., Line 5)
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UNIT 46

DIALOGUE: 'How's the work going,'

-F-

Nchito IkUyendk bwdnji?

-G-

How's the work going?

conco thus, so

Nchito IkUyenda conco bambO. The work is going so-
so (sir).

-topa

KOdI simunatope?

-F-

-G-

to get tired

Aren't you tired yet?

TItOpg,, kOml titani I'm tired, but what can
I do ?

-G- (continues)

SI ndAlAma. It's not the money.

-F-

-landila to receive

tsiku (5) masiku (6) day

NUkUlAndila nd1146a zingkti How much/Howwmany shill-
ings do you get per

lAtsiku? day?

-G-

uUkUdzIwa inu. Well, you know.

mzungu (1,a) European

Nchito ya azungu ilibe

ndalama.

0 %
Pepani acimwene.

-F-
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Work for Europeans doesn't
pay much. ('Work of
Europeans isn't money.')

Sorry, (brother)!
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NB The word /eti/ is
generally pronounced with
a very high,rapidly fall- zimbili eti!

ing pitch on the first
syllable. Here, however,
it has low pitch. This 1 /
indicates that the high Es, ndithu.

pitch, when heard on this
word, should probably
be regarded as a part of
the 'intonation', rather Naktilicldila ndllalsa

than of the 'tone' pat-
tern of the word itself. atitu patsfku.

-p.. (continuos)

/f

-F-

-F- (continues)

NB The two sets of re-
cordings again provide
documentation of the
free fluctuation of tone
before Aht1/: Aubkliptia/
or Aitiklipitit/.

mwai

%N. /
Mull ndi mwai anzithu.

I'm getting a great deal
of money,

You are (getting a lot
of money)?!

Yes, indeed.

I'm getting three shill-
ings a day.

good fortune

Well, you are lucky, my
friend.

Exercise 46.a.1. GOAL: Fluency in recognizing and treating
as interchangeable the longer and shorter forms of /-li ku-/
tense:

'Is Mother washing clothes?'

imia aiI kilcaipa z8bvalla?

Miaktipita

Nd' kupita ljaLfmbe.

Ncldto kkUlrenda bwLno.

Milkilc6kela

Ndlkilpneka kwimbili.

SkUgwfla ncli{to tsopano.

ikimitpa zabvila?

kbpiti

kkcdta kalAbe.

Nchito Ill klay4nda

Icc6kela kal?

Nd1l'i kiipeneka

Sgli kilgwfla nchlto ts6pano.

Exercise 46.a.2. GOAL: To practice alternation between the
/-li ku-/ tense and other tenses.

o
Mai all kucapa zObviAla tsOpano. Mother is washing clothes

now.

OINNIIII.M.N1*
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NB The fluctuation be-
tween pitches [' ]
and [ ] on the first
syllables of /ro

is illustrated
in the difference be-
tween the rec. of
/Manthil wakOndwa/ and
/Asea wOpita/ in 46.b.1.
It is also interesting
that the other set of
rec. have /iantha
w6k6ndwa/. compare also
the two instances of
/ants otopa/ in these
rec.

Note also that even
where there is no
perceptible downglide
in pitch, the /..-o /
usually remains long in
duration.

/ A /
Amacapa zobvala tsi!ku ndt

tsfku.

/

Ana ali kusamba tsopano.

imIsamba tsfku ndf ts1ku.

li0hUnzitZ1 alb. Apfta kasakdlu

tsdpano.

imlipfta kUZUktIlu tsiku ndi tsiku. He goes to the school
every day.

She washes clothes
every day.

The children are bathing
now.

They bathe every day.

The teacher is going to
the school now.

John kUph4nzila kwimbfli

tsdpano.

Amaphunzila kwambili tsiku

John is studying hard
now.

He studies hard every
day.

ndi tsiku.

Exercise )1.6.b.l. GOAL: Fluent switching of concords with

/-o-/ for is.

Singular

zAnthU wSkdndwit

anthU cObvila

1,8pta kaBleintyre

mseu wopita kUBlaintyre

kknjilit kOpftil

14, /
mnyamata wokwatila

man; wx5t6pa

m$I1c vdcpliftsila ny61

plural

OkOndwit

zInttl z8hvila

nj111 zOpfti kialaintyre

MIdea yOpfta kUBli!intyre

Ani1111 topita kumtsinje

Iniaimitta(

and otopa

AlskA y&pflftslla nyltrat

[Mere is a negative counterpart to this /-o-/ form:

Osapeneka. No doubt.

cf. -peneka to doubt

This consists simply of /osa-/ plus the verb stem

(with or without an object prefix). It is invariable:

that is to say, it is not subject to concordial agree-

ment with nearby nouns.]
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exercise 46.b.2. GOAL: Further use of 1-0-/ forma. Pairs

of sentences.

NdlkefUn'a kapita

ndldzeli njill pinji?

Nj11 yOpita kLBaliie

111 kut1?

Akietina zinta

(Zinth) zdgaiitsa z111

kuti?

inth kanb.

dishla kung imingina

clnylnj(k.

exercise 46.x.1. Recombination of

new sequences of conversationally

Nch1to tkilyenda bwinjil

ikilyenda bvitn; pang ono.

Ndi y6bvdta?

le, ikundibvutitsa

kwamb1l i.
A*************

laph6Z11O ak4linda twInji?

Vilydnda bviira) kwimbfli.

1,1nilemba maeso leleer

Inds,

Anali ObvUta?

al, Obvtlta.
*************

mdmIlimba n so ingiti

pamulungu?
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If I want to go to
Halals (Rhodesia),which
way can I take?

Where or which is the
way (road) to Harare?

They (he) want(s) to sell
things.

Where are the things
to be sold?

Many people live here.

Those living here
speak Nyanja.

familiar elements in
related sentences.

How is[your]job?

Not so bad.

Is it hard?

Yes, it gives me a
hard time.

How are studies?

Just fine.

Did you have an examina-
tion today?

Yes, sir.

Was it hard?

No, it wasn't hard.

How many examinations
do you have ('write')

a week?



CHINYANJA BASIC COURSE UNIT 46

Tfiallinba

Akaavaniza kuti madsiambana

I /
ammo amawa?

IS indfdz twit

KI
blob?).

**************

We have two.

Do you think you will
pass tomorrow's exam/

I don't know, (sir).
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Grammar 46.A. A 'tense' that includes the infinitive.

The dialogue for this unit contains numerous instances of What will

be called the /-li ku-/ tense:

Nchito ikuyenda bwanji? How is the work going?

Nukulandila ndalama How many shillings are you getting

singati patsiku? per day?

The tense is often translated into English by use of the English

'present progressive' ('is ing'). The student must however avoid a

mechanical equating of these tenses. So, for example, in:

NUkudziwa. You know.

The English present progressive form is of course *'you are knowing'

but such a form hardly ever occurs in English outside of the song 'For me

and my gal', and even there it stands out like a sore thuab.

Note also the examples in the dialogue for Unit 45, where /mukudziwa/

occurs in one sentence and /mumadziwa/ in another, with no difference in

English translation. The /-li ku-/ tense in its shortest form consists of

a subject prefix plus /-ku-/ plus a verb stem. The /ku-/ may be followed

by a directional prefix, an object prefix, or anything else that can occur

between /ku -/ and the stem in an infinitive (cf. Note 45.A).

Alongside this briefer and more common form of the ku-/ tense

is a longer form from which the shorter form is apparently a contraction:

Nchito tikuyenda bwanji?
ili kuyenda

1

Mukulandila
ndalama zingati?

Nun kulandila

The longer and shorter forms seem to be synonymous, and completely

interchangeable with one another.

The negative of the /-li ku-/ tense is formed with the prefix /si-/.

Sindinali kuyankhula naye. I wasn't talking with him.

Sakufuna kuyankhula nano. He doesn't want to talk with me.
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Grammar 46.B. The /-o-/ form.

Although the dialogue for this unit contains no example of it, the

/-o-/ form has appeared frequently in the earlier parts of this course.

Thus, in Units 41-45:

nchito vortancia nyuMba the work of making houses

loletba Monday (i.e. '(the day) of writing'
because this was the day of en-
rolling workers.

loweluka Saturday (i.e. '(the day) of
getting off (work)')

as in the above examples, a reasonably good English translation of an

/-o-/ form is sometimes of 'of ingl. This is by no means always

the case, however:

zobvala clothing (i.e.'(things) for put-
ting on', cf. the verb /-bvala/
'to put on (clothing)')

Another common use of the /-o-/ form in Nyanja is translated into English

by adjectival expressions:

Ndidzakhala wokondwa I'll be happy to live/stay here.

kukhala kuno.

Muli wokwatila? Are you married?

In connection with the discussion of the infinitive and the /-li ku-/

tense (Notes 45.A and 46.A), it is worthwhile to observe that when the

verb stem is monosyllabic (e.g. /-dya/ 'to eat', /-mwa/ 'to drink') the

corresponding form has /-aku-/ and not /-o-/:

kubvala (/ku-/ plus a two - syllable stem)

zobvala [things] to put on

kudya (/ku-/ plus a one-syllable stem)

zakudya [things] to eat

The student should be on the alert to see whether occasional forms

like */yakupita/ and */zakubvala/ ever occur, and if so, whether they are

interchangeable with the 1-0-/ forms.
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The tonal aspect of the /-o-/ forms presents an interesting feature,

which the student may discover for himself by listening carefully to the

recordings of Exercise* 46.b.1., 46.b.2.

In many but not all instances, the /-o-/ syllable has a short, rapid

downglide in pitch, and the duration of the vowel itself may be a little

greater than usual. We could symbolise this pronunciation graphically as:

6Obvlita ] (cf. 46.x.1, Sec. 2, Line 6)

where the pitches are just the same as for the hypothetical form

* ikabylita [ ]

from which 66bvuta is historically derived.

Other instances of /-o-/ forms have simply a short, high vowel:

yopita [ ]

The first stem syllable that follows the /-o-/ syllable is high, as in the

above examples, and the last syllable of a disyllabic stem may also be high:

or

yOpfti....

In the recordings for 46.b.1, /w6kondwa/ (Line 1) and /4Zpita/ Line 4)

are examples of simple high pitch on the first syllable, while /c6bvala/

(Line 2) and itOpita/ (Line 5) have falling pitch on the first syllable.

The student should listen to those examples, and then decide for himself

which is found on each of the other /-o-/ forms in the exercise.
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NB The tones of the
/-a-/ indicate that
this is a 'high 'verb,
in the sense discussed
in 43A.
Compare also the tones
of /tatopa/ in the
dialogue for Unit 46.

CHINYANJA BASIC COURSE UNIT 47

UNIT 47

DIALOGUE: A conversation on the way home from work.

-ima to stand, wait

AP4ter! Peter! Wait!

kiwinkhula nhnu. I want to talk with you.

-B-

CafibWinO bAmbO. All rightw(sir).

-A-

taikUcOkilila kirt14 Where are you coming
from?

-B-

lanchfto. From work.

-A-

Jkluklict5kela kUnchlto?

NIngl mUlaxpZia

You're coming from work?

(And) where are you
going?

kupita kUmUdzi. I'm going home.

-A-

1611 kUptta kamadil Ztl? Oh, so you're going

I'm very tired.

-A -

MwItOp? Oh, you're tired?
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NB The high tone on the
first syllable of /mau/
is inelf mau!, vs. the
tones /Ad/ in the
sentemle that follows.
The same tones were
observed in the other
set of rec.

-B-

Ningl miingkthl kabwsha

kUnyintbi kwinga maiwa?

-A-

Nadzikhala woks ndwa kws(Mb/li.

-A-

cifukwa (7)

mau (6)

CfabwInO, clfdkv4 nd/ mau.

Can you come to my house
tomorrow?

I'll be very pleased.

cause, reason, because

words, sound, speech

Oh, fine, because I have
something to say (to you).

Mhu 4njl? Waht (kind of) (words)?

-A-

-uza

Bfnd/ngathe khliuzani

-A-

Xbitia ndifuna mawa.

to tell

I can't tell you today.

But I want you to come
tomorrow.

-B-

dibanO. All right.

-A-

zfkm.?). Fine!

NB The tones on the
initial syllable of F,.verni en ah.l. GOAL: Imperative vs. subjunctive verbs,
/mnyumba/ differ in affirmative.

the two sentences in
the first line of Low rPnylmbg. MUlCrde

47.ab.l. Cf. also the / 11/4.

high tone on /kdmudzi/ cO]anf Pane.. Mucbke pano.
in the examples for 47.B.

iiptisinz/le mlphiinz116This is apparently another Ph6Algni maphunzilo a mawa. M
instance of a high tone
(i.e. the last tone of
/16wkni/) spreading over
an adjacent syllable.

amawa.

Neliika(ni pa 4 koloko. Mingldke pa 4 koloko.
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NB The point discussed
in the preceding marginal
note receives further
amplification in 47.ab.2,
where the first syllable
of noun objects is reg-
ularly raised.

But in the other set
of rec., the simple
imperatiges (/thandizani/,
etc.) all have low tone
throughout: under those
circumstances, the first
tone of the noun object
of course remains low.

Plani kUteLni.

YlnkhlSni Cinybinj4.

Idyan

PlAkani c(lkildya.

UNIT 147

ApIte katuni.

gaylnkhille Cinyiinje.

Mtldy4

Milphlke caiklidya.

Exercise L7.ab.2. GOAL: Facility in alternating final
/ -a/ and /-e/ according to whether the imperative has an
object prefix.

ThndlzAi

Muthandizeni.

ThIndlzWni ana.

Gulani khasu.

Llgtheni.

cmAng.

j
Athandizeni.

N
Cigulitseni.

/
Capani malaya.

Acg'Peni.

Kwelani
e
basi.

Likweleni.

Idyani nyama.

idyeni.

% /
Lembani mayeso.

Alembeni.

Help the child.

Help him/her.

Help children.

Help them.

Buy a hoe.

Buy it.

Sell (maize) corn.

Sell it.

Wash the shirt.

Wash it.

Get on/take the bus.

Take/get on it.

Eat the meat.

Eat it.

Take exams.

Take them.

Exercise L7.ab.3. GOAL: Facility in alternating between
affirmative and negative.

'Buy only two fish.' 'Don't buy three.'

Agille
ns8mba ziwIli Asl. Mix;'agtIle AtAtu.

Gidani
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Ph iJ an

koli1k:1
lwfll bash..

Thluldlzin
AAtndlz:I gn4 ?twill AA.

Ang\anf
milgto kwfti bast.

milpknge

Mliglilltse

nkhluku ZIwZii bsl.

ADM 11101MM

MUskpOce Atktu.

Mtuihthlindzel

1461,4pgngt tt4tu.

Musagulitse zitatu.

Exercise 47.ab.4. GOAL: Use of various imperative and
subjunctive verb forms in short series of conversa-
tionally related sentences.

AATohn gfuna (kuti)

ticite ciani 101o?

Lilt to

Afuria (kuti) tlpit4 kumundaf. Be wants us to go to
the garden.

Tleiarate kimandi tsdPano. Let's not go to the
garden now.

Mufuna (kuti) akhal4 lArio ettl? Do you want us to stay
here?

1/4.

Uzani mabwenzi anu abwele kund

cifukwa ndfunas / /

kilygnkhula ngo.

Cgbw1nO. NdikgWguza

tsc5Pa-.3.

a'bwe

Kom sindfunaa i

afike

tsopano.

Mtifun): (kuti) of ike nthgWi

/
Afike pa 5 koloko.
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Tell your friends to come
here; I want to taIk4to:
them.

OK, I'll tell them
right now.

But I don't want them
to come now.

What time do you want
them to arrive?

They should arrive at
5 o'clock.
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Exercise 47.c.l. GOAL: Facility in using the right con-

cord in a possessive according to whether the noun has a

locative prefix.

nyilmbA yAo

kZinyUmbi kwfio

M'nyilmbA mwAo

their (his) house

at their house

in their house

mandA wAo their garden

kumitnda kwgo at their garden

mlndi ygo

kamIndA kwAo

.
suxulu lao

their gardens

at their gardens

their school

kUsUktilu kwAo at their school

njlnga zao

plinjIngA pAO

dziko lao

mwiL)

their bicycles

on their (his) bicycle

their country

in their country
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Grammar 47.A. Imperatives.

The first line of the dialogue for this unit contains the imperative

form /taimani/. This is one of four approximately synonymous imperative

forms:

Singular plural,(or courteous singular)

Without /ta-/ 1mi

twall

etc. etc.

With /ta-/ tlimanl

tlbwill tkbwillhni

etc. etc.

(cf. Price, p. 209)

The singular forms, like all the second person singular forms, are

used only with children and with others for Whom it is not appropriate to

use the plural of respect.

Imperative verbs have no characteristic prefix other than the optional

Its -/ discussed above. But a monsyllabic stem is preceded by a dummy prefix

ii-/:

Disyllabic Stem: Monosyllabic Stem:

Stem: -ima, -bwela -dya

8g. Imper. ima, bwela idya

P1. Imper. imani, bwelani idyani

Imperatives may, however, take certain of the prefixes which are

used with other verbs, most notably the object prefixes. When an impera-

tive verb contains an object prefix, it has stem final /-e/, followed in

the plural by /-ni/.

buy!

Cigt buy it (Class 5, e.g. a book)

buy it (Class 7, e.g. a hat)
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The forms that serve as negative imperatives will be discussed below,

in Note 47.B.

Exercises 47.tb.1 and 47.1b.2 contain imperative forms of 14 different

verb stems. The student may want to listen to them before reading the

following comments on their tones. Make separate statements for imperatives

without object prefixes, and imperatives with object prefixes.

In imperative forms without object prefixes (e.g. /leMbani/), all

tones are low. The sole exception is /phunzilani/ (47.ab.1, Line 3).

In those imperative forms that have object prefixes (e.g. /muthandizeni /)

the object prefix syllable is low, and at least the first stem syllable is

high. An exception, however, is found with the monosyllabic stem /-dya/

in /idyeni/.

The student should check these observations, based on the tape re-

cordings, against the usage of his own tutor. The purposes of this

checking are (1) to find out whether all speakers use the same tones on

these forms, and (2) if substantial agreement exists, to discover whether

other monosyllabic stems (e.g. /-mwa/ 'to drink') are comparable to / -dya/

in these forms, and whether there are other verbs that act like /-Phunsila/

in the imperative.

Grammar 47.B. Subjunctive verbs.

The dialogue for this unit contains the sentence:

Ndifuna mubwele mawa. I want you to come tomorrow.

The word /mdbwele/ 'that you should come' consists of subject prefix,

verb stem, and final /-e/. Subjunctive forms, like imperatives, never

have tense prefixes, but may have object prefixes. Unlike imperatives,

subjunctives may and in fact must have subject prefixes.
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Subjunctive forms are regarded as less blunt than imperatives, and

are often used instead of imperatives in giving requests or orders:

kind.

Subjunc:

Doper:

Sdbjunc:

LIgUlanl.Imper:

Como here.

Buy it. (Cl. 5).

The negative subjunctive, which may also be used as a negative

imperative, contains the prefix /-sa-/, which is found after the subject

prefix and before the object prefix (if any) and the stem:

vialsktIneile don't talk about us

tisiligUl; let's not buy it (Class 5)

There is a phrasal construction which will not occur in a basic

dialogue until Unit , but which should be mentioned in connection with

the imperative and subjunctive forms:

Tfyni tlpite ktImUdzI. Let's go home.

This construction seems to be used only in the first person plural. It

consists of /tiyeni/ plus a first person plural subjunctive, and is usually

translatable into English with 'Let's ....1. It will be called the 'hortative'

construction.

The tonal side of the subjunctive forms requires very careful listening.

In checking the data, bear in mind that the formulas for subjunctive with-

gal object prefix and singular imperative with object prefix are the same

as far as prefixes and suffixes are concerned:

/personal or

Class prefix

root final
/-e

Probably the basic tonal pattern for affirmative subjunctives without

object prefixes has low tone on the subject prefix and the first syllable

of the stem, and high tone on the second syllable of the stem: /Mugulitse/
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in 47.ab.3, Line 5, and /abwsle/ in 47.ab.4, Line 5. But there are numerous

apparent exceptions to this tentative rule. The student may want to gather

additional data and work out the rule for himself.

The five recorded examples of the negative subjunctive (e.g. /musagule/)

agree in having low tone on the subject prefix and the negative marker /-sa-/,

and high tone on the next to last syllable of the stem. These few examples should

however be supplemented by others, including negative subjunctives with

Object prefixes, and negative subjunctives that contain monosyllabic stems

such as /-gwa/, /-dya/.

Grammar 47,C. Locative concords.

Notice in the dialogue for this unit the phrase Agnyumba NmAngA/

'to/at my house'. Compare the phrase /nyumba yanga/ 'my house'. The noun

/nyumba/, in Class 9, ordinarily takes the concordial prefixes of that class,

but When it is preceded by a locative prefix /pa-/ (16), Au-/ (17) or

/mu -/ (18), it is the class of the locative that determines the concords.

So, for example:

nyumba yathu (9) our house

munyumba mwathu (18) in our house

galimoto lenge (5)

pagalimoto panga (16)

mugalimoto mwanga (18)

mudzi wathu (3)

kumudzi kwathu (17)

my car

on my car

in my car

rJur village

at/to our village
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Grammar 47.D. Future corresponding to /-11/.

The dialogue for this unit contains the sentences:

NdldsikhiA wSkdndwa I'll be very pleased.

kwimbili.

The present tense equivalent for this would be:

w6k6ndwa I'm very pleased.

The past tense is:

w6kOndwa I was very pleased.

kwimbfti.

By analogy, one might expect the future to be:

* pdidzali wokondwa

kwambili.

but, instead, the verb /-khalai is used, as in the first example in this

note.
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NB The two successive
recordings of /mubwelako
liti/ differ strikingly
with respect to the
tone on /-a-/. The other
set of recordings agrees
with the second of these:
/mdbeigiikei 11t1/.

NB The object prefix
/-ma-/ in /ndfrawkdzfwa/
has low tone; object pre-
fixes are almost always
high.

UNIT 48

DIALOGUX: Prospect of a business trip out of town.

In bbmba ndikbpfta

kUBIlika.

KUBillika?

M&w4lako 110.?

-A-

-A-

I'm going to Balaka
(,father).

To Balaka?

When are you coming[ back]
from there?

-khulupila to trust, expect

Ndfkhdlupilila ndlksikhthako I expect to (go and) be
there (for) two months,

mlez1 iwili, because I'm going to (go
and) do a lot of things

clfdkwi ndiAlacfta zIntlAs there.

zirabfli kinusini1A.

Be.

-B-

NdfialswIdzfwa anthu

Peace Corps.

-culuka

IPeace Corps

mull ndf nch(to
NB The alternative pro-
nunciations /ao/ and /awo/ ydCdluka kweimbfli.
were pointed out in an
earlier marginal note.
This recording of /ndi
zoona/ provides an zoona.
example of a similar
fluctuation between
/00/ and /owo/.
The word /zoona/ it- pompano

self, often translated
'truth', is probably dtbwinO. Ndfgitniza
simply the /-o-/ form
of the verb 'see'. mUdzsindfpeza pclelpInO.
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-A-

-B-

Yes, I know the Peace
Corps people.

to be much, to increase

You PCV's have a lot of
work

That's the truth.

right here

All right. I think you'll
find me right here. (i.e.
when you return).
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NB The tonal character-
istics of /kuti/ 'that'
need investigation. Note
that in this recording of
Dialogue for Learning

, it is high
on both syllables, and
even the locative iku-/
which follows it is high.

NB The printed version
has / ukatha/ where the
tape recording has
/utatha/. These are
both correct, but not
synonymous.
Note that in the

Dialogue for Fluency,
the word sounds like
/udatha/.

NB The full form Anwkni
winga/, recorded on the
tape, is matched in the
book by a contraction,
/rnwininga/.

NB The tense of /aphika/
shown in the book is
entirely different from
the tense spoken in the
recording. How is this
evident?

NB The first syllable of
/Maphunzilo/ is high
after /ndf/ in this re-
cording, but not in the
other set.

BIndlciWa pInchAo pia° iai.

-A-

lava

-siyana

kUtf kuBlulka nd1

kw4bwInO kwitasl, tikiOna

zintha z6sfyanaaiyana.

-8-

idi zbwinO

A? B?-

Ndipo ndldzgktIpsgni.

-A-

awlz an; na wirdwa

ndldzAthailizini pa*AnO.

I'm not going to stir
from (my) work here.

to hear, feel understand

to differ from one another

I hear that (at) Balaka
is very nice and we'll
see quite a variety of
things.

That's very nice.

And I'll be seeing you.
('And I'll find you
mutually.')

After this month and the
next, I'll see you here.
('When this month and
(the month) of tomorrow
have finished....')

Exercise 48.a.1. GOAL: Use of verb stems that contain
one or more extensions.

T1Anani mkglgnje awe.

AkU6neka

Aoneka

TIOnetsg buku lako mwingngz.

Ma 1phIR1

Ati1phikila nyama.

Nyama yaphlkidwa nd.0 mAl.

Maphunzilo awe ndrAw'ak6nd'a.

wSkOndwa naf

maphUnz1113

Look at these oranges.

They look good.

Show us your book, child.

Mother has cooked food.

She has cooked us meat.

The meat was cooked by
Mother.

I like these lessons.

I'm pleased by these
lessons.
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NB The last sentence
in 48.a.1 has high on
all syllables except
the first. In the other
sot of rec., the same
phrase is /ndigfilfle

NB The printed and re-
corded versions of
Lines 1 and 4 are in
different tenses. Cf.
the Jame observation
regarding a line in
48.a.l.

11,

j I
Mumadziwa kuyendetsa glitaOt? Do you know how to drive

a car?

inaindfbell ndilima ziCaga. They lobbed me of my
money.

Ndigaile mazill etitu. Buy me three eggs.

Exercise 48.b.l. GOAL: Facility in use of the locativeenclitics as abbreviated equivalents for longer, more
explicit locative expressions.

'John has gone to town.'

AJOhn apita kia4uni.

aOnte idzkchala k4ambe

Ndfbwela kuBalaka maws.

I N.
Ana alowa mwsukUlu.

Ndalama

Nalafma

z/11 mUgahimoto.

2111 Atebill\o.

Madzindfpezi; pinchfto.

'He's gone there, eh?'

Apitako It/2

Adzaikhlartico

".

Mubwelako wawa eti?

Alowamo etl?

etl?

eti?

/ /
eNdidzakupezanipo ti?

Exercise 48.x.1. GOAL: Fluency in recombination of old
material in short series of conversationally related sen-
tences.

************

MZ1kalkhala kUBAlalka inkezf

ingti?

Ndfkhulupilila ndfbweltko

loweluka.

All ndC nchlto yOctiluka eta.?

NdikUpftgko kilkisewela.

Mwlbwela

Inde, mai.

/
Munagula ciani kumeneko?
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For how many months will
you stay at Balaka?

I (believe) think I
will come Saturday.

Do you have much work?

No, I am going to play
there.

***********

Have you come to town?

Yes, mother.

What did you buy there?



CHLNYANA BASIC COURSE

Ndin;kgula zakudya z8m4anasiyana. I bought different types
of food.

z(m.bwInO slinetniamO. That's good.

************

/ /
xnu a 'Peace Corp.' mudzabwela

1 ti k6O kt(Chapel Hill)?

IkatYia mllansiu tidzibwela We'll leave here after
4 weeks.

When will you PCV's leave
here at (Chapel Hill)?

\
kuno.

Mildzipita kit'.?

/ e \
Oh, zabwino zimenezo.
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Where are you going?

To Malawi.

That's good!
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Grammar 48.A. A new slot within the verb stem: 'extensions'.

By this time the student will have noticed that certain verb stems

are partially alike both in sound and in meaning. So, for example /-phunzila/

'to study' and /- phunzitsa /'to teach' both share a reference to the learning

process; /-gula/ 'to buy' and /-gulitsa/ 'to sell' both have to do with

business transactions. The element /-its-/ in the above examples is called

a 'stem extension ' or simply an 'extension '. The ability to recognize and

produce verb forms with extended stems will do much 4or building fluency

and ease of comprehension in Nyanja.

(1) The causative extension, most commonly /-its-/ or /-ets-V.

Compare:

-gul-a to buy

-gul-its-a to sell ('cause to buy')

-phunz-a

-phunz-its-a

-gon-a

-gon-ets-a

- yend-a

-yend-ets-a

-mw-a

-nrw-ets-a

-dy-a

- dy-ets-a

- gw-a

--gw-ets-a
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to learn

to teach ('cause to learn')

to lie down, to sleep.

to cause to lie down; to put to sleep

to go, walk

to cause to go, to drive (a car)

to drink

to cause to drink

to eat

to give to eat, to feed

to fall

to cause to fall; to drop
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The verbs with root vowel /i/ or /u/ or /a/ (not illustrated above)

take the causative extension with vowel /-i-/: when the root vowel is /0/

or /e/, or when there is no root vowel (e.g. /-mw /'to drink'), the causative

extension has the vowel /-e-/: /gulitsa/ but /yendetsa/. This relationship

is called 'vowel harmony'. It will be found to hold true, not only for the

causative extension but for most other extensions as well.

In spite of what was said above about how useful it is to be able to

recognize and use verbal extensions, the student should nevertheless be

warned that not all extensions are in fact used with all roots. The student

will also find that the meaning of root-plus-extension is not always completely

predictable by analogy with other stems that contain the same extension.

Fianlly, there are some verbs that form the causative in ways other

than by the extension /-its-/ or /-ets-/. These will not be discussed at

this point.

(2) The applicative extension /-il-/ or /-el-/.

This extension is illustrated by the pair of stems from Unit 25:

-phik-a
to cook

-phil-il-a
to cook (for someone)

In the second of these stems, the extension /-il-/ corresponds to the idea

of doing something for or on behalf of someone. This is true of many

verb stems that contain this extension, but it fails to hold good for

many other pairs of stems:

- cok -a
to go away

-cok-el-a
to go away from

- b-a

-b-el-a

-gul-a
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to steal

to steal from, with relation to

to buy
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- gul-il-a to buy for, on behalf of

-lip-a to pay

-lip-il-a to pay for

Note that the same vowel harmony that was found for the principal forms

of the causative extension also holds good for the applicative.

(3) The reciprocal extension /-an-/. This extension is invariable

in its form. There is no vowel harmony. It is well illustrated in:

- pez-a

- pez-an-a

- si-a

-si-an-a

-on-a

-on-an-a

to find, come upon

to meet one another

to leave

to leave one another, to differ from
one another.

to see (visually)

to see one another.

(4) The stative extension /-ik-/ or /-ek-/.

This extension is illustrated by

- bvut-a to be difficult

-bvut-ik-a to undergo difficulty, be troubled

(and also:-bvut-its-a to cause trouble)

-on-a to see

-on-ek-a to appear, be seen

Notice that vowel harmony applies to the two forms of this extension. The

English translations 'be troubled' and 'be seen' are useful, but if the

person or thing that does the troubling or the seeing is mentioned, then

the passive and not the stative extension must be used. See examples

under the discussion of the latter.
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(5) The passive extension. Various forms including /-idw-/, /-edw-/,

and a number of others.

-bal-a
to 'tear (a child)

-badw-a to be born

-pang-a to do, make

-pang-idw-a to be done, made

All forms of the passive extension contain /-11,-/.

Grammar 48.B. Locative enclitics.

A very useful kind of enclitic is found in the dialogue for this unit:

ktubwelahaliti? When do you return from there?

Ndikhulupilila I expect I'll stay there for two
months.

ndikakhalskamiezi

iwili.

The locative enclitic /-ko/ in these sentences has the concord of Class 17,

in agreement with /kuBalaka /. Locative enclitics also exist for Class 16

( / -po /) and Class 18 (/-mwo /):

ffiali anthu There are people in the house.

munyumba.

Anthu alimo. The people are in there.

ali zobvalai There is clothing on the table.

pfttebulo.

Zobvala The clothes are there.

In verb forms, the syllable before a locative prefix is always high.

The enclitic itself has low pitch in the recordings, except for two in-

stances ( /mubwelako/ Basic Dialogue, Sentence 3); and the same word in

48.b.1, Line 3. In both these instances, the enclitic is followed by some

word other than /eti/. But compare /ndibwelako loweluka/ (48.x.1., Line 2).
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It is possible that the high tone on the final syllable of the word can

be referred to tempo or rhythm of the sentence as a whole (cf. similar

observations in the tonal sections of Grammar Notes 41.C. and 41.D).

Grammar 48.c. Locative nouns as subject.

In the sentences

=Woks ndi kwibwino. It's nice at Balaka.
('At Baltka is nice.')

the locative expression /kuBalaka/ (Class 17) is the subject, and the

Acw-/ in /kwabwino/ agrees with it. Compares

Munyumba ndi mwabwino.

Pano ndi pabwino.
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NB Between the /-o/ of
/madzulo/ and the /a-/
of /ano/, there is the
same /w/-like consonant
which has already been
pointed out between
vowels within words.
This is heard in the
first recording in
Dialogue for Learning,
While in the immediately
following repetition,
the same two vowels are
neatly separated by a
glottal stop.

UNIT 49

DIALOGUE: Plans for the evening.

-A-

aeMukupanga cini

midzul6 iino?

-B-

Ndfpfta kUkindima.

TA-

/
KuSoche Center?

-B-

cithunzithunzi (7,8)

KUmenek, c3fukwa ndiatIvIt

kuti

cithdnzfthunzi ciftbAnO.

LIfo?

Ee, ndlth6.

-tsagana

Nditsagana nanu.

-lipila
-lipitsa

khomo(5)maikomo(6)

kolllatsa ndalama

zIngriti lAkhOro?

2 3/1.

-A-

-B-

-A-

What are you doing this
evening?

I'm going to the movies.

Oh, at the Soche (Commun.;
ity) Center?

picture

Yes ('Right there'), be-
cause I hear that there
is a good picture (there).

Today?

Yes, indeed.

to accompany

Oh, I'll go along.

to pay

(causative of the
above)

door

How much is the admiss-
ion? ('How much money
do they cause to pay at
the door?')
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-B-

Ndigainiza mil 'shilling'

nd,. mik6b111

-A-

konko (17)

madzulo (6)

,/ ,
T.:kaonana konko.

ThcUpitsni mlidzdlo konko.

-B-

zlicOmO. cibwir;O.

/ think it's a shilling
and five pence.

there

evening

We'll (go and) see one
another there.

I'll moat you there (this)
evening.

Fine!

Exercise 49.b.l. GOAL: Facility in the use of appropriate
concords in the / -mane/ relative construction.

NB Where this recording p'aOhas /mane Ind
the other set has Amine
mfinAgUa.../. But the
relative verbs in all

mlpkneo
the remaining lines have
pitches [ ].

This fact, together with
the pitches [ - ]

bUku
in the other set of rec.,
suggests that the tonal
pattern for these verbs
should be imUnigix14/.

cimanga

zSbvila

bought a chair
yesterday.'

NdlnigUla

dzU1O.

Ndlnafgdla mlpneo

dzU1O.

Ndinagula bliku

dzulo.

Ndinigula rabdku

dzU16.

Ndlnigula cfminia

dzUth.

NdInggula zObvgla

dzulo.
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'Where is the chair that
you bought ?'

Mpando umene munagula Ull

kUtl?

lmene mdnigula 111

kit'.?

Btiku llmene munagula

kuti?

tabliku imene munagula alai

kUtl?

Cfmktn4'a clmen4 mUnigula

Gill kAtl?

zabvila Amine mUnigula

zIll kUtl?
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njIngi Ndinagula njIngi Njinga gamine

ds1118.

malayi Nanigula rally& Nalayi amine mUnligula aii

)(Ala?

nyanik Ndinigula nyama diu16. Nyima Imine mintligula 111

/cad?

Exercise 49.b.2. GOAL: Further facility in using the
/"'mane/ relative construction.

'We're looking for a ('The bicycle that you're
NB The relative form bicycle.' looking for is/you'll find
/mukuyang'ana/ throughout it in the house.

this recording has the
pitches [ -G: .- ], njIngi Tikuyang'ana njinga. Njinga imene mukuyang'ana
while in the other set
of rec. it consistently ili m'nyumba.
has [ -et)- -- b
[The remaining tones in nyale Tikilyling'ana nymae. Nyale imene mukuyang'ana
49.b.2 are perfectly
routine, and need not be 111 ;1:11himbil.

written into the book un-
less the student wishes cipewa Tikuyang'ana cipewa. Cipewa cimene mukuyang'ana
to.]

cili m'nyumba.

mazila Tikuyang'ana mazila. Mazila amene mukuyang'ana

ali m'nyumba.

khasu Tikuyang'ana khasu. Khasu limene mukuyang'ana

iili m'nyumba.

makasu Tikuyang'ana makasu. Makasu amene mukuyang'ana

ali m'nyumba.

malaya Tikuyang'ana malaya. Malaya amene mukuyang'ana

ali m'nyumba.

zinthu Tikuyang'ana zinthu. Zinthu zimene mukuyang'ana

zili m'nyumba.

mwana Tikuyang'ana mwana. Mwana amene mukuyang'ana

ali m'nyumba.
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KB The student will have
noticed that the con-
cordial syllable of
i'mene/ has high tone
if it follows a high
tone in the noun that
precedes it. That this
is optional and related
to speed or style of
speaking is shown by
the difference between tinkhuku
Aesimikni kimine/ in this
set of rec., and Almwini
kilmine/ in the other set.
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ana

UNIT 49

Tikuyang'ana ana. Ana amens mukuyanglana

ali m'nyumba.

Anyamata amens mukuyanglana

ali mlnyumba.

Aphunzitsi amens

mukuyanglana ali

mlnyumba.

Mphunzitsi amens

mphunzitsi. mUkuyang'ana ali

renyumba.

Tikuyang' ana kamwana. Kamwana kamene mukuyanglana

kali renyumba.

Tikuyang'ana Kankhuku kamene

kankhuku. mukuyang'ana kali

Wnyumba.

Tikuyang'ana i Tinkhuku timene mukuyanglana

tinkhuku. tili mlnyumba.

inyamiti T.I.kuyangiana

anyamata.

aphunzitsi Tikuyang'ana

aphunzitsi.

mphunzitsi Tikuyang'ana

kamwana

kankhuku

NB The student should
supply his own tone
markings in 49.3.
Pay special attention
to the frequency with
which the 1-0-/ vowel
in forms like /yopita/
is long.

Exercise 49.b.3. GOAL: To practice interchanging the
r'mene/ relative construction with the 1-0-/ form of the
verb. (In using sentences of Col. 1 as cues, reply with
the /mene/ construction if it can be so used. If the
corresponding /mene/ construction is not permissible, reply
by simply repeating the sentence with the 1-0-/ form. Then
use the sentences from Col. 2 as cues, either changing to
the /-6-/ form or repeating the original sentence.)

Ndikuyang'ana njila yopita

kuMwanza.

Ndikudziwa anthu ocoka midzi

yOnse.

Mukudziwa anthu oyankhula

Clnylnjg?
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Ndikuyanglana njila imene

imapita kuMwanza.

Ndikudziwa anthu amene

amacoka midz1 yOnse.

Mukudziwa anthu amene

imilyankhUla Cinyanjg?
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NB The locative enclitic
/-ko/ in /mukupitako/
is either mostly obscured
or completely lost in

this rec.

NB The word /kanema/
is of interest from
two points of view:
(1) Where did it get
its /k-/? The neighbor-
ing European languages
all have cinema, which
begins with an L sound,
(2) In spite of its
initial syllable /ka -/,
it is not treated as a
member of Class 12, but
(most surprisingly of
all) as a member of the
personal class.

Ndili wokondwa kukhala kuno

kuValawi.

itlI anthu ambili oyankhula

Ciawahili.

Sindikudziwe nchito imene

mukugwila.

Ndimagwila nchito yopanga

mipando.

Ndili wokondwa kukhala

kuno kuMalawi.

Kali anthu ambili amend

amayankhula Ciawahili.

Elindikudziwa nchito imene

mukugwila.

Ndimagwila nchito yopanga

mipando.

Exercise 49.x.1. GOAL: Recombination of familiar elehents
in short sequences of conversationally relatel sentences.

MUkUpftai ktIti mIdetilO ano?

Ndi.pita ku taunt..

MUpitiko kUkcita clini?

Kull kInema wbwirio.

Ndifuna kUm6Ona.

************

)63). ma ali kaa?

Ill litdIpAtAll.

XbNiulsal'a?

f;t1. Inatko kiiktiOna

Ikafzi wao.

************

Tfyeni t1pIte klikIngma

niads1118 ano.

Ndilfbo; ndalgma.
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Where are you going this
evening?

I'm going to go to town.

That are you going there
to do?

There's a good movie.

I want to see it.

Where is Mr. Juma?

He is at the hospital.

Is he hurt?

No. He went there to
see (visit) [his] wife.

Let's go to the movies.
this evening.

I have no money.

I'll pay for you.
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NB In this and in the

preceding occurrence of

/mazulo ano/, the
like sound noted earlier

is again audible.

NB The other set of rec.

has /sfmunItOpe/ and
band1n'at6pe/i it also

has /maphunzflo/ both

here and elsewhere.

CHINYANJA BASIC COURSE

Oh, z/kOm6

************

MWuphtInzila kwimbfli

mIdzIllO ;no.

Blm:UnittOpe?

inde, sIndinittOpe, Clfakw/a

maphunzilo ndi okondweletaa

kwimbili.

************

Wiphtnzilo kkaydnda bwainji?

kayinda cOnco.

Madzkoadiza 11t1 malphianzilo?

/ / /
Mwezi wa mawa.
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************

Thanks very much.

You are studying hard

this evening.

Aren't you tired?

No, I am not yet tired
because the studies are

very interesting.

OK.

How are studies going?

They are all right.

When will you finish
[your] studies?

Next month.
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Grammar 49.A. Some other verb prefixes: / -ngo/ and /-21.-/ (in some places

The grammatical notes for Units 41-48 have taken up various constituent.

parts of the Nyanja verb. There are still a few prefixes which have not been

discussed. Two of them appeared in the dialogues for Units 43 and 34:

I4upita lAbaisi/ 1111, Will you go by bus? No, I'll just go

nd(agOyinda p6j1ngi. by bicycle.

NdI bw1no tiziYarikhulat It's good that we must speak only

Cinylnji 14:81. Nyanja.

These prefixes are not tense prefixes, but only/=ngo/fmay be used in

the same word together with any of the tense prefixes. The prefix / "ngo -/

has the effect of minimizing the verb in which it occurs: thus, going by

bicycle is a less grand undertaking, and a simpler mode of transportation

that going by bus.

The prefix /-zi-/ carries the idea of obligation or compulsion, and

is frequently translated into English by means of 'must' or 'ought to'.

The tonal characteristics of / -ngo -/ and /-zi-/ may be observed and

summarized as more examples are encountered. They are mentioned in Unit 49

only for sake of completeness in the material on verbs included in the notes

for Units 41-50. In listening to verbs that contain /-ngo-/, notice that

many occurrences of this prefix involve a lengthening of the vowel that

precedes it.

Grammar 49.B. The relative construction with /"'mane /.

Earlier units have contained examples of a very frequent and useful

construction:

nchitOyi Pamc/dzi We do the work (together) with people.

ndi anthu.

dzIA/akadziwa. These people know it, (i.e. the work).
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Tfroilgwfla nchftclii plmOdzi ndi We do this work (together) with Eeople

anthu Irane adzfwa/gkiddzfwa. who know it.

/ I
Mumapanga nchito. You do work.

lighitOyi nd'I nch(to This work is the work of building

1,61:14nga nyambi. housee.

$chCto imene milm4iinga The work that you do is the work of

ndl nchito y8pinga nplmbal. building houses.

In these examples, the element /'mene/ occurs in the longer sentence,

which in a sense is a combination of the two simpler sentences which are

printed above it. In the more complex sentences, /-mene/ takes the

place of one of the occurrences of the noun (/anthu/ or /nchito/ in these

examples). In this way it is similar to the relative pronouns ('who,'

'that', 'which', 'whom') of English.

Other instances from Units 41-48 are:

Kodi mukudziwa kumene Do you know where I can find work?

ndingapeze nchito?

Ndinu amene mumagwila Is it you that do that work?

nchitoyo?

Mutenge mseu umene Take the road that goes to Mozambique.

umapita kwa Pwitikizi.

Mudzafika pamene pali You'll get to (a place) where there is

sitolo kumanzele. a store on the left.

It will be noted that the use of the construction consisting of /-mene/

plus a verb, illustrated in the above sentences, overlaps at least partially

with the use of the /-o-/ form (Note 46B):

mseu umene umapita ku... 'the road that goes to...'

n5ila vopita ku....
'the way that goes to...'
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Tonally, the construction with /-mene/ plus a verb is most interesting.

The student should listen carefully to the verbs in Columns 2 and 3 of 49.b.1

and 49.t.2.

The /ndinagula/ verb in Col. 2 of 49.b.1 has the pitch pattern

while in Col. 3, after /"'mane/, the verb
/munagula/ has the pitches (- --

In another tense, exemplified in 49.b.2, we again find one tonal pattern

on the verb by itself, and a different one when it follows /-mene/:

/tikuyanga'ana/ is [ ] , while /mukuyang' ana is - 3.

,

1

For the /-na-/ tense, then, and also for the /-li ku-/ tense, there is

a distinction between the SIMPLE mood, used in most places in the sentence,

and the RELATIVE mood, used after /-mene/. The difference between these

two 'moods' is audible only in terms of the tonal pattern: the vowels and

consonants are identical for both.

The /-ma-/ tense seems to have no distinction of this kind.

The details of the differences between 'simple' and 'relative' tonal

patterns will be left to the student's awn observation. In general, however,

he will find that the 'relative' tone patterns all have high tone on the

first syllable.
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NB The pitches ["" -]
on both occurrences of
/ndimafuna/ in the first
sentence of this dialogue.
The same word in the
second sentence has

UNIT 50

DIALOGUE; Street and road directions.

-A-

Nci'attlia zlmhne ndimaftina

-A- (continues)

I( tiapano ndlrelfUra klIbw4la

kunyumba kwanu madzulo ano.

-B-

Ndidzakhala wOlcoridwa

-B- (continues)

.
Mudzatha kUdzfwa kitmne

NB The pitches of /simudziw9e /
ndim\akhla?

in Dialogue for Learning
and Dialogue for Fluency
are almost mirror images
of one another. DL has
[ where DF (and
the other set of rec.)
has [_ _-.].

NB There is a striking
discrepancy in the
initial tones of
/ndikulongosolelani/ in
the two recordings in
Dialogue for Learning.
It is likely that the
speaker read it first
as though it were the
contracted form of the
/-l1 kit-/ tense, and
then corrected himself
on the second reading.

NB The tones of
/mukacoka/ differ in
DL [ ] and DF

ek.$,

Iai.

-A-

-B-

(
Srmudziwa?

-A-

/
Ee, sindidziwa.

-B-

-longosola

Zlkomo. NdikillOngc5solelani.

-oloka

-B- (continues)

[ _ ]. The latter
Mtikacoka panb, muoloke mtlEtnjeis what one would expect,

and it also the one
wm6difound in the other set

of rec.
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I've just finished
what I wanted] to buy.

And now I'd like to come
to your house this even-
ing.

Oh, I'll be very pleased.

Do you ('Will you be
able to') know where I
live?

No.

You don't know.

No ('yes') I don't.

to arrange, relate

Al]. right, I'll explain
(it) to you.

to ford, cross a
river

When you leave here,
you cross (this) Mudi
River...
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NB The word /njilk/
shows raising of the
first tone after
jrateingel/ in this set
of rec., but not in
the other set. In DP,
/n1111/ is low on both
syllables.

NB The word spelled
/mungotsata/ provides
an unusually clear
example of lengthening
of a vowel before the
prefix /-ngo-/. Note
also the length on the
vowel of /-ngo-/ itself.

- 15- (continues)

mdpita plilito pijk.

-4B- (continues)

- tenga

that, those

youf!pass over ('on')
that bridge...

to take

ktigatflkit pltfa plicIpItt111, Aitenge When you reach (there)
(at) the hospital, take

njill ytkiam'anzele. the road on the left.

-B- (this sentence overlaps with the preceding one)

- tsata

njanje (9,10)

Mutenge njilsi yaiktiminiele

klitirata k'stationl njtnje.

-A-

Oh, as, yi sLtima.

- 1umpha

Mukafika pitmene ptitj4o,

/ / \ A
muicaona njila yolumpha njanje;

- B- (continues)

ndlyg mingOtsaita njIA

imtnsy.

- B- (continues)

to follow

railroad train

Take the road on the
left (and) follow (it)
to the railway station.

Oh, yes, the train
station. ('yes, the
(station) of the train.')

to jump across

When you get to that
spot, you'll see a road
crossing the railway.

and you just follow
that road.

-yela to be white, light
in color

Ndlye makap:za mAnyumbai Oyela. And you'll see some
white houses.
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-B- (continues)

"dkulu

-yamba

I \ /
Ndiye pamenepo mukapeza nyumba

yaiikUlus yOyktlb fl ila ndly6

11114yanga nosy°.

NB The word /mukadzangofika/
contains another clear SIMUbVirtika al.
example of vowel lengthen
ins before /-ngo-/. Un- ,

Mdkadzangofika p&menepo, nybroba
like the example on the
preceding page,however,
/-ngo-/ is short, and
its tone is low. [This
is true in both sets of
recordings.]

-B- (continues)

NB Most /-ma-/ verbs in
50.c.l. have high tone
on /-,ma-/. This is not
true of the other set
of recordings.

yOydr6ba nd'i yinga Imeney?).

-A-

-yeses

Nd1dzity6'it.

-B-

Ndidzakhala woA xondwa

/ \ / I \
kudzakuonani madzulo ano.

large

to begin

Then right there you'll
find a big house--the
first one--('the first
big house') and that's
mine.

You won't have trouble.

When you reach that spot,
the first house is mine.

to try, test

I'll try.

I'll be happy to see
you this evening.

Exercise 50.c.1. GOAL: Facility in answering negative
questions.

Simudziwa? Inde...

Simudziwa?

Simufuna kunena naye? Inde...

Simufuna kunena naye?

Samagwila nchito pano?

Samagwila nchito pano? Inds...
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Inde, sindidziwa.

Iai, ndimadziwa.

Inde, sindifuna kunena

naye.

Iai, ndifuna kunena naye.

Iai, amagwila nchito

pano.

Inde, samagwila nchito

pano.
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Kulibe mazila? Inds...

Kulibe mazila?

Simumakhala kuCipote?
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Inds, kulibc mazila.

Iai, kuli mazila.

Tai, ndimakhalako.
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Grammar 50.A. A summary of Nyanja verb structure.

Some of the verbs in the dialogue for thtc anit are quite complex.

Nevertheless, they are merely combinations of elements that have appeared

in earlier units:

ndikulongosolelani I'll explain to you

mudzingotsata you must just follow

mukadzangofika when you arrive

There are still a few individual prefixes that have not appeared so far,

but all the major slots and all of the most frequent prefixes have

been covered.

Grammar 50.B. Concords used with adjective-like words.

Adjectival words, as the term will be used in these lessons, are

words which show concordial agreement with nouns, but which are not

verbs. The student may find it convenient to classify adjectivals accord-

ing to the way they are constructed.

(1) Adjectivals with no obvious stem at all.

These are the two series of demonstratives exemplified by the Class 7 forms

/ici /'this' and /ico/ 'that'.

The /ici/ series will be called 'Demonstrative Series 1', and the

/ico/ series 'Demonstrative Series 2'. The meaning of Series 1 is gen-

erally close to English 'this /these'; this meaning we shall call PROXIMAL.

There is some question about Series 2. At least two of the speakers consulted

in the preparation of this course felt that it corresponded to English 'that

one yonder'; or 'that one to which we referred earlier, or which we both

know about.' This will be called the REFERENTIAL meaning. These same

speakers assigned to /-ja/ ('Demonstrative Series 31, see below) the
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meaning of 'that nearby, that near you'. This will be called the DISTAL

meaning.

Other equally reliable sources assigned the 'distal' meaning to Series 3

(/-ja/), and the 'referential' meaning to Series 2 (/ico/, etc.). The

best way for the student to resolve this contradiction is not to ask

speakers of Nyanja about the 'meanings' (i.e. the English translations) of

Series 2 and 3, but to collect instances of the two series from the lessons

and from actual conversation, and to make up his own mind.

It is interesting that demonstratives formed much like Series 1 and 2

occur both in Shona (Rhodesia) and in Swahili, and that a third demonstrative

series also occurs in each language:

Series 1 Series 2 Series 3
I- -Shona ichi (P) icho (D) :chiya (R) 1

1

1
1Nyanja ici (P) :ico (D? R?): :cija (R? D ?)

1

Swahili hiki (P) :Melo (R) 1 kile (D)
1

The complete series of proximal and referential demonstratives is

given below. The subject prefixes for the corresponding noun classes are

also listed to make comparison easy.

salect prefix Series 1 Aeries 2

1 a uyu uyo

2 a awa awo

3 uwu uwo

4 i iyi iyo

li

6 a awa awo

7 ci ici ico

8 zi izi izo

9 i iyi iyo
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SUbAlst prefix Series 1 &tries 2

10 zi izi izo

12 ka aka ako

13 ti iti ito

14 u uwu uwo

15 ku uku uko

16 pa apa apo

17 ku uku uko

18 mu umu umo

Notice that Series 1 is just like Series 2 except that the final vowel is

/-0-/.

Each of the remaining adjectivals has some kind of obvious stem.

They may be subclassified as follows:

(2) Adjectivals with an obvious stem.

(2a) Those that take a single concord.

(2b) Those that take double concords.

Most if not all of these adjectivals may also have demonstrative suffixes

which look like the last syllables of Demonstrative Series 1 or Series 2.

2a. Allectimals that take a single concord.

These are comparatively numerous. The first that should be mentioned

is /-ja/, the Demonstrative Series 3, both because it is a demonstrative and

because it appeared in the dialogue for this unit. Its meaning has already

been discussed.

Another demonstrative stem with a single concord in the relative

/-mene/, already discussed (Note 49B).

Still others that have occurred in Cycle IV are /-no/ 'this, these',

must less widely used than the /ici/ ('proximal') series and occurring

mostly in expressions of time and space:
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madzulo alhO

/

cake cino

dzCko lin6

this afternoon/evening

this year

this land

The words /pano, kuno, muno/ are instances of this stem used without

any noun to accompany it.

Other one-concord adjectivals are:

/-anji/ which? what kind of?

/-onse/ all

/-eni/2 /-eni-eni/ real, genuine (NB only one concord
for each occurence
of the stem.)

/-ambili/ many, much

/-ngati/ how many/

/-wili/ two

/-a/ linking prefix, and all the
possessives.

Notice that classes with the vowel /u-/ before stems that Legin with a

consonant have /w/ before stems that begin with /i,e,a,/, and no prefix

(or /u/) before /o,u/:

kuno uno (before consonant)

kwathu, kwambili wathu (before /a /, /e /, /i/)

uku, uko, kupitako onse (before /o/ or /u/)
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(2b1) Adjectivals with concordial prefix and suffix. These include the very

frequent demonstratives with /-mene-/:

/1m4ney1/, /imrneyo/, /cimeneci/, /cimeneco/, /kumeneko/ etc. The difference

in use between these and the shorter demonstratives /113/, /iyo/, /uko/ etc.

is not clear.

Also illustrated in the dialogue for this unit is a series built around

/-ja/, e.g. /pajapo/

(2b2) lkdjectivals with double concordial prefix. The only stem in this

category that has appeared in the dialogues so far is /-kulu/:

nyilmbg

nytimbit zAzikftu

cip4wa

a large house

large hcc,ses

a large hat

The complete series of prefixes for this kind of adjectival is as follows:

1 mwana waMkulu

2 ana aakulu

3 msika waukulu

4 micika yaikulu

khasu lalikulu

6 makasu aakulu

7 cipewa cacikulu

8 zipewa zazikulu

9 nyumba yaikulu

10 nyumba zazikulu

12 kankhuku kakakulu

13 tinkhuku tatikulu

14 ulalo waukulu

15

16 pasukulu papakulu
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17 kutauni kwakukulu

16 musitolo mwamdkulu

Other stems that take a double prefix when used adjectivally, and that have

occurred in other uses in previous dialogues, are:

-ng'cino 1 small'
nyumba yaing'ono 'a small house'

-f4pi 'short, near" munthu wamfupi 'a short person'

'tAli 'long, tall, far' anthu aatali 'tall people'

Because of the length and difficulty of the dialogue for this unit, exercises

on the foregoing grammatical matters will be distributed throughout Units 51-

55.

Grammar 50.C. Answers to negative questions. This dialogue contains the

sequence:

Simudziwa? Don't you know?

Ee, sindidziwa. No, I don't know.

The word /64/, hitherto translated into English as 'yes' is here trans-

lated 'no'. It is an affirmation of the correctness of the contents of the

preceding sentence: Yes, (it's true that) I don't know.' This style of

answering negative questions is unknownin English except in the sentence

'Yes, we have no bananas', which is a reply to 'You have no bananas?' It is

however the indigenous Bantu way of replying to questions, and one should be

prepared to deal with it not only in Nyanja but in the English spoken by

Africans who have had only a little education.

On the other hand, the English manner of replying to negative questions

is familiar to all educated speakers and many other speakers of Nyanja and

its neighboring Bantu languages, and may be used especially in conversation

with Europeans. This fact of course leads to a compounding of the possible

confusion. In general, the beginner would do well to avoid asking negative
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questions, using in their place the affirmative questions that will elicit

the information he is after.

Grammar 50.D. A noun with an unexpected class prefix. This dialogue contains

the phrase /manyumba oyela/. The noun / manyumba/ is in Class 6. This is

indicated both by the prefix /ma-/ on the noun itself, and by the lack of

overt prefix on the /-o-/ form of the verb which follows it Hitherto, the

word /nyumba/ has always occurred in Classes 9/10. This may be an instance

either of a nonsignificant fluctuation in class assignment, or of a slight

modification in meaning which is expressed by the shift in class. Each of

these phenomena is well known in Bantu languages of this area.

C
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questions, using in their place the affirmative question. that will elicit

the information he is after.

Grammar 50.D. A noun with an unexpected class prefix. This dialogue contains

the phrase /manyumba (vela/. The noun /manyumba/ is in Class 6. This is

indicated both by the prefix /ma-/ on the noun itself, and by the lack of

overt prefix on the /-o-/ form of the verb which follows it. Hitherto, the

word /nyumba/ has always occurred in Classes 9/10. This may be an instance

either of a nonsignificant fluctuation in class assignment, or of a slight

modification in meaning which is expressed by the shift in class. Bach of

these phenomena is well known in Bantu languages of this area.
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NB The yes-no questions
on this page are worth
careful listening with
respect to the intona-
tional features which
differentiate them from
the corresponding state-
ments. Note especially
the second
which does not have
rising pitch on its
last syllable; and
/imillpitsa/, which
has very strong stress
on the first syllable.

UNIT 51

DIALOGUE: Road directions: to the Blantyre Road.

-A-

"ti

KOd njIli ydiata

kam611 wikialantyre

ndl ti?

- B-

yOata kartImilia

-B- (continues)

Kucokela pano muyende

ping'Ono, ndf ktipita

NB In previous marginal
notes it has been pointed
out that the 'unvoiced'
sounds/p,t,c,k/ frequently
turn up as voiced frica- NA kiatli?
tives. The opposite is
illustrated in Aalminji/,
where the /j/ is unvoiced
in this rec. 8C kutiai

-A-

-B-

- A-

ktimitpfta rakbaiai kumseu

weitbst/au?

141%ing'apezet mabinsi

mIgellim6tO 4ina.

- B-

-A-

kallIpitsa ndall;.Ma

zimbili kUpita XUBlaintyre?
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which one (s)/

Which is the way/path

(that goes) to the
Blantyre Road?

Oh, the way to the road?

From here, you go [on] a

little, and [then] turn

to the right.

Is it far?

No, it isn't far.

Are there any buses on

the main road?

You may find buses, or

just cars.

Does one ('Do they')
pay much money to yo
to Blantyre?
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-B-

-A-

Ping'Ono.
Not much.

Zikomo kwrnbAi. Thanks a lot.

Ixercise 51.a.l. GOAL: Facility in the use of the

interrogative stem 'which one(s)?'

NB All forms with /-ti/
on this page are marked nj111:
with i#V. But they are
sometimes heard with

1-.1 only on those
whose enneenrA begins
with a consonant (e.g.
Aft1/): those whose
concord begins with a
vowel are sometimes

Asia

anthu

.
munthu

'Which is the way
to Blantyre?'

'It's that one'. (indica-
ting by pointing)

NjIll ydata Ndl kyb.

kUBlintyre ndl £tL?

wop1ta Nd1

sidntyre ndl

Bisi lOpfta kaBliintyre Ndl 111.

ndl lfti?

inttiu Opfta iuBli.ntyro Ndl

iti?

WUnthl: wOptta Nei tiYO.

kZ:Blintyre ndl Uti?

Iftercise 51.a.2. GOAL: Further practice with /-ti/.

Practice with a stem that takes a double concordial

prefix.

'Which ear of maize
is the large one?'

C1x1114 aciktilu ndl

ofti

cip4wa Cipiwa cicikUlu ndl

citl?

anti% einthil cicikau ndl

cftl?
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ND The two different
pitch patterns mentioned
above for /-ti/ forma are
well illustrated in
/alti/ and /Itf/ in the
first two lines of this
page.

N3 The very slow rate
of speech at which most
of this unit is recorded
allowethe student to
observe a number of
phenomena which either do
not occur or are imper-
ceptible in more rapid
speech. One such phenom-
enon was the sound of
/1/ in /ili/ (51.a.2).
Another is the upglide
in pitch onelow' syl-
lable that stands before
a high ones betweind4/
[ 1.

zIntgu

mbodkhu

zihthis Mdl /x3.

efti?

llllaya daikau ndl itf?

Nkb4khu ndl Ndl

Itf?

bahu BUkhu ndl Nal

lfti?

gfilimotb Gllimoto Ndl 111.

lfti?

AsIkl Msika wiidkau ndj. iatf? Nal zi,A.

Ntitkl yifkiau ndl Neil 41.

Itf?

mipanal &Ana) pUktislu ndl mdl 111.

Itfl

;;pan& ApandO wilikthu ndl Mai. tlivU.

ZAf2

Exercise 51.b.1. GOAL: Facility in use the sequential
construction /ndf ku-/.

mayende pang'Ono.

Apit:

NtlYand: pang' ono nd kuata

kiisanja

pang'Ono.

T/pit: kiamanj.

TlyInd: paneono ndf kupfta

kumanja.
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Go (on] a bit.

Turn to the right.

Go on a bit and turn
to the right.

Let's go [on] a bit.

Let's turn to the
right.

Let's go on a bit and
turn to the right.



wwWWWIMINWIMMWIMIWWWWWWWMOMMINIM,711111

4M11=11.11.--=---

NB As has already been
pointed out, the prefix
spelled /-zi-/ here may
also be pronounced
/mdzi-/, as it quite
clearly is in this

NB Low tones on the
object prefixes in
/simuidlawa/,
/sindiidziwa/.

CHINYANJA BASIC COURSE

TInipinda paingqno,

TiniPita kilmanze14.

TIniyenda ping'Ono nd

kupita klmianzele.

Anil anaphika cikUdya.

anacapa

anaphika cakudya

ndi kucpa zObvila.

Tizikweaa

ndila6a.

Tbakwela bsi nd kulpha

ndalaima.

UNIT 51.

N. went on a bit.

We turned to the left.

We went on a bit and
turned to the left.

Mother cooked food.

Mother did the laundry.

Mother cooked food and
did the laundry.

We must get on the bus.

We must pay money.

We must get on the bus
and pay.

Exercise 51.x. GOAL: Recombinations of familiar materials
in short sequences of conversationally related sentences.

NjIli yOata kutaunI ndl Which is the way (that
goes) to town?

BmadziWa? You don't knew it?

/nde, sindfldzwa. No ('yes'), I don't.

I'll show you.

Kucokela iknO, muyende pang ono.

kiaminzele.

liusaoloke Altsrnje.

1411tha plumini pill Alito

From here, you go on a
little.

When you get to the
stream, go to the left.

Don't cross/ford the
stream.

You'll come to [a place]
where there is a large
bridge.

257



11

UNIT 51
CHINYANJA BASIC COURSE

NB The second syllable
of /wakfilu/ is low
for this speaker, where-

as it was high for the
speaker who recorded
Unit 50. Both patterns
seem to be widely used
with adjective stems that

require a double con-
cordial prefix.

Pa ndf kutsita

mtsinje

inseu wiakdlu.

Nadi. ;'seU uwo ndf wibwino?

Inde, ndl witbWin; kwiMbfli.

Zfk;mb, bamb6.. Nw4;ndfthIndlzit

2 58

When you get there,
cross the bridge/stream,
and follow the big road.

Is the road [any) good?

Yes, it's very good.

Thank you, sir. You've
help me greatly.
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Grammar 51.A. The interrogative stem /-ti/.

The stem /-ti/ 'which one(s)?' takes the usual concords for a stem that

begins with a consonant (cf. Note 50k). it should not be confused with r-anji/

'which kind of, what sort of?'

The tonal characteristics of forms that contain /-ti/ may be observed in

Exercises 51.a.1, 51.a.2, and 51.x. They will be discussed in the next paragraph.

There is one high tone on each of the forms that contains /-ti/. Where the

prefix consists of a consonant plus a vowel (e.g. /ci-/, /1i-/), the high tone

is always and clearly on the prefix: /cIti/, /lIti/ etc. and the pitch pattern

is approximately [ whor this nrofiv env-twist*. of A um's'', nnly

/i-/, /a-/), the tone is on /-tf/. Since /-ti/ is virtually always at the end

of a phrase, however, its kits12 is low; the high tone that is assigned to

/-ti/ is heard as a rising pitch on the prefix syllable: /Uti/ is heard as

[ ]. But some of the recorded examples of /-ti/ with simple vowel pre-

fixes sound tonally like the rest of the /'ti/ forms: /ati/ may be heard some-

times as [ _ ] and sometimes as [ ].

Grammar 51.B. The sequential verb construction with /ndi/ plus infinitive.

The dialogue contains the sequence:

Mupite pang'ono ndi Go [on] a little and turn right.

kumayenda kumanja.

The action for which /-yenda/ stands is the second of a sequence of two actions.

(The first of these actions is represented by /-pite/.) The construction with

/ndi/ plus Au-/ is used when an action is second, third, or later in such a

sequence. The verb being in the infinitive form, there is no subject prefix.

Notice that the tone of the infinitive prefix /ku-/, which is basically low,

is high in all the recorded examples in which it stands directly after /ndI /.
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NB For this speaker
the word /pansi/ is
pronounced at the end
of a statement with
pitches [ - - 3.

For him, apparently,
the tones of this word
are /pins1/, while for
one of the other speakers,

UNIT 52

DIALOGUE: Directions to a rural school.

-A-

miviandflize

/ / / %

yopita kallidkau yekwa Kasuza?

- B-

Tsdpano wipaftlpi

;di. kuMwainzil.

-B- (Continno.)

Can you tell me the way
to the school at ('of')
Kasuza?

You!re now on the road
that is near Mwanza.
('the road of near
Mwanza!)

-yenela to be fit for; ought

Ts4ano mtly:nela kupita ktIbinzel. Now you should go to
the left.

- A-

NdI pWtili?

-B-

phili(5) mapili(6)

Ia sf patili, kOmIt sukulu

y4ce 313. AphIll.

Ee.

- A-

- B-

- A-

the tones were clearly Ndlyinde panjingi Apicni pansi?/Ansi/ [ - ]. This
is a more serious and
less commontonal

-B-
difference than the dif-
ference between one Ndi

/
ganiza ndl bwind kayinda

speaker's /gallmOt6/
and another's /gAlim&V,
already noted.

26o

Is it far?

hill

No, it's not far, but
the school (of it [i.e.
of Kasuza]) is on the
mountain.

Mountain?

Yes.

Shall I go by bike, or
on foot?

I think it's [a] good
[idea] to go on foot.
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(continues)

khwawa(5) makwawa(6)

Pali mitkw64.

-A-

dry stream bed, slope

There are some dry
stream beds.

ZLEOmO kwaimbZli. Oh, thank you very much.

Supplementary vocabulary 52. Directions.

The stems /-fupi/ 'close, near, short', /-tali/ 'far',

/manzele/ 'left' and I-manja/ 'right' have aireaay appedied

in the dialogues. Some other stems useful for giving direc-

tions and describing locations are:

/-kati/ 'middle' Nyumba yathu ili

1lmudzi.

::a

mu
kati

'Our house is in the middle of the
village.'

Zomba ili pakati paBlantyre ndi

Fort Johnston.'

'Zomba is between Blantyre and
Fort Johnston.'

/-nja/ 'outside' Ana onse ali panja pasukulu.

/-nsi/ 'down,below'

/-mwamba/ 'above'

261

'All the children are outside the
school.'

Nyumba iliko kumunsi.

'There's a house down [there].'

Sitolo ili pansi pasukulu.

'The store is below/downhill from
the school.'

Sukulu iii pamwamba pasitolo.

'The school is above the store.'
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NB The word /uja/ quite
clearly has the tones

/"/ here. For the
speaker in Unit 50,
forms with the stem

/"*ja/ had tones /"/.

/-mb.:yo/ 'behind' Ana anaima pambuyo pamuphunzitsi.

'The children stood behind the
teacher.'

/-tsogolo/ 'before' Patsogolo pasukulu pali mtsinje.

'There is a stream in front of the
school.'

Price (pp.88-9) also gives /-tseli/ 'on the other side of a

raised object' and /-tsidya/ 'on the other side of a. flat

or hollow object (e.g. a river).'

Exercise 52.1. Practice in use of /-yenela/ plus infini-

tive vs. the affirmative subjunctive.

'Go to the left.'

MiipitekumAnz4le.

TIlme.

AcOk m'nyambg.

Ang allowele

Nd1.14mb4 kupht4nzila

ts6pano.

Milpitek6

'You should go to the left.'

Muyenela kupita

Tlyenel

/
Ayenela kticcika

Ana/
/

ayenela kubwela kusukulu.

NdfY4nela Ithygmba khplufnzila

tsdpano.

/ /
Muyenela kupitako pabasi.

TiYenela khkhgla M'clpkthlh.

\ / I \ / I / \ ./

Tiyankhule Cinyanja. Tiyenela kuyankhula Cinyanja.

Muoloke mtsfnje ajg. Mtiyenel khdioka mtsi'nje aj.

Exercise 52.2. GOAL: Practice with concords using some
of the adjectivals discussed in Note 50.B.

NB The tonal pattern
on /ygiktflu/ is different
from the one used earlier nkhliku

by the same speaker, and

like that used by the
speaker who voiced Unit

50.

'Which chicken is yours?' '1c's this big
one.'

Nkhuku ygnu ndl fa? Ndi

Nal yAic6141.
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NB The student will rikhuku

remember that the pitch (zambili)
of the first syllable of
a possessive (e.g. /zanu/) kankhuku
is a bit lower than the
final high Eltakof a
word like /nkh(ku /.

NB In this and succeed-
ing units, tonal marks
will be omitted when in
large sections of an
exercise they are pre-
fectly predictable. The
student should of course
continue to speak the
tones, and may write
them into the book if
he desires to do so.

NB The word /pansi/,
referred to in an
earlier marginal note,
here has the tones /pltnsf/
again.

NB The possessives /pgc.s/,
/kwgce/ have a downstep
from the pitch of the
preceding high tone even
after the words /pans1/2

Acrlig/ which end in a
single high tone. This
is contrary to an earlier
tentative conclusion,
and to all of the pre-
ceding examples of this
tone pattern.

tinkhliku

kanjinga

tinjinga

kacobvala

tizobvala

zobvala

ialanje

kalalanje

timalalanje

Nkhiku zanu ndl dti?

Kankhuku kgnu ndi kati?

Ndi zzfk.(11z1.

Ndl kgkgnglcinOkZt.

(or: aka kgkgng'Ono).

TInkhUku tanu ndl tCti?

KInjingg kgnu ndi kati?

Tinjinga tanu ndi titi?

Kacobvala kanu ndi kati?

Tizobvala tanu ndi titi/

Zobvala zanu ndi ziti?

Lalanje lanu ndi liti?

Kalalanje kanu ndi kati?

Timalalanje tanu ndi titi?

Ndl

Ndi

Ndi

Ndi

Ndi

Ndi

Ndi

Ndi

Ndi

tgtinglc;nOt1

kakangionoka

tating'onoti

kakang'onoka

tatingionoti

zazing'onozi.

lalingonoli

kakanglonoka.

tatingionoti.

Exercise 52.3. GOAL: Fluency in use of terms that indicate
position and direction.

KOdi z8bvLa zili pansy pa'table'?

zili iimwambg ace.

K8di mabilku au pamwambg

IA'table'?

Iai, 'Ansi pgce.

KOdi ang ali iVsUktau?

I
/

al, all kunja.

Kodi mpando uli kumanzele

kwaitable"?

. /
Iai, uli kumanja kwa/ ce.

MUdZi ul kUtsidyg kwg mtsinje?
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Are the clothes under
the table?

No, they're above it.

Are the books above
the table?

No, they're under it.

Are the children at
school?

No, they're outside.

Is the chair to the
left of the table?

No, it's to the right
of it.

Is the village on the
other side of the river?
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NB The use of a voiced
fricative as an alterna-
tive pronunciation for
/k/ has been pointed
out earlier. In general,
this seems to be more
common when two or more
/k/ sounds occur in
adjacent syllables. This
recording of /kakang'ono/
provides a striking
illustration.

NB The speaker who re-
corded this unit is not
one of those who has no
difference between /s/
and /ts/ (see diagram
on p. ), yet he says
/pWsli/, where some
speakers have /1:iats411/.

Mundy ul`i patseli pamudzi. The field is on the far
side of the village.

Exercise 52.4. GOAL: Recombination of familiar materials
in short sequences of conversationally related sentences.

2.1ktidzWa mildA ir.iatsidyg

pamtsinie?

Iai, sidndillaz&a.

/ /
Mufuna kapitko?

Inde, bambo, koma ndikhala

;Piano lel°.

Do you know the village
(of) across the river?

No, I don 't know it.

Do you want to go there?

Yea, but I have to stay
here today.

Kodi miln46dnze n j3.la ygkUKkpfingli? Can you show me the way
to Kapanga?

KuKapanga eti!

Inde, bambo. MUmakudziwa?

Inde, bambo. Ndl k?ImadzI

kakanglono patseli paBlantyre.
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To Kapanga, eh?

Yes. Do you know it?

Yes, I do. It is a
small village.
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Grammar 52.A. Fluctuation between Locative Classes 16 and 17.

The dialogue for this unit contains the question /Ndi patali4/ 'Is it

far?' Compare, in the dialogue for Unit 51 and elsewhere /Ndi kutali4Y 'is

it far?' There is no sharp line between the places where Clases 16 and 17

may be used, and the above sentences provide an example of Where the two

classes overlap. Notice however that in both instances the class used in

the question is also used in the answer.

Grammar 52.8. Possessive when the 'possessor' is inanimate.

In the sentence:

(Kasuza)si patali, koa sukulu It [Kasuza] is not far,

but its school is on a hill.

yace iii paphili.

the possessive stem /Noe/ is used to refer back to the nonpersonal /Nasusa/.
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MB By this time, the
student who has been
following the tape re-
cordings that accompany
this course will have
noticed that each of the
speakers has certain Ah, b6bO, ndimkftlaa kapfia
idiosyncracies. This
speaker, for example,
again says /ndImafuna/
with low tone on the
subject prefix. In this .
and other dialogues, he Oh, mufuna kupita kumsikal
frequently has an ! -like
sound for what is written
final /-a/. A clear
example is in /kupite
(Line 2 of the dialogue). le, bambo.

UNIT 53

DIALOGUE. Directions within a town.

kunsika.

- 3-

NB The locative EZIkdstwitko
/kucipatala /, even after
pause, has high tones on
the first two syllables
in Dialogue for Learning.
But in Dialogue for
Fluency, the more normal
AUcipatila/ is heard.

conci

mpaka

- A-

- 1-

-3- (continues)

11, /
Mizplte conci, mpaka mukafika

NB This speaker again has
kucipatIla ikmine pljl./"./ on a form with the

stem /-ja/. As was pointed
out earlier, this differs
from the practice of one . . Jof the other speakers. Kiikafikapo, mutenge njilt yopita

-3- (continues)

-B- (continues)

-kha

NB Again, in a verb with Miingbtsika nj111 yOkhyo y41 ta
/-ngo-/, both the vowel
of the preceding syllable
and the vowel of /-ngo-/
itself are noticeably -B- (continues)
long.

-khota

Ndlp8 niiklkh6t4
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excuse me, sir, I would
like to go to the market.

Oh, you want to go to
the market?

Yes (sir).

Do you know where the
hospital is?

like this

until, up to

You go on [from here],
until you reach that
hospital.

When you get there,
take the way going
to Modi.

only, alone

You just follow that
one path (that goes)
to Wodi.

to bend

And then you turn to
the left.
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-II- (continues)

MakIpltia kUmInz114 k01,

mUsgs3n1 clnyambi: cacikulu

Clnyumbi a:kik:11:1c° ndlw6

malkl.

UNIT

When you go left,
you'll see a large
building.

That big building,(that)
is the market.

ixercise 53.a.l. GOAL: To use concords with / -kha/ 'only,
alone'.

NB The student may supply
cisnthU

his own tones for the
remainder of this exer-
cise.

In listening, pay
special attention to the
last four syllables of
the second sentence in
each line. They illus- basi
trato the range of pitch
patterns which may re-
sult from the tonal
sequence P'"/ at the
end of a statement.

mabasi

'How many things did
you see?'

MUniona zInthL

zIngiti?

Milniona zInttiU

ztngitil

Munaona mabasi

angati?

Munaona mabasi

angati?

galimoto Munaona magalimoto

angati?

magalimoto Munaona magalimoto

angati?

Munaona nyale

zingati?

Munaona nyale

zingati?

nyale

(sg.)

nyale
(pl.)

anthu

'I saw only one'.

Naniona (cInthil)

cimddzi cokha.

NdIndona (zinthu)

zlwfll zOkha.

Ndinaona (basi) limodzi

lokha.

Ndinaona (mabasi) awili

okha.

Ndinaona galimoto

limodzi lokha.

Ndinaona magalimoto

awili okha.

Ndinanona nyale imodzi

yokha.

Ndinaona nyale ziwili

zokha.

Munaona anthu angati? Ndinaona anthu awili
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okha.
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ananthu

mpando

mipando

milato

mlato

Munaona anthu

angati?

*unaona mipando

ingati?

Munaona mipando

ingati?

Munaona milato

ingati?

MUnaona milato

ingati?

Ndinaona munthu mm odsi

yekha.

Ndinaona mpando umodzi

wokha.

Ndinaona mipando iwili

yokha.

Ndinaona milato iwili

yokha.

Ndinaona mlato umodzi

okha.

Exercise 53.a.2. GOAL: Use of the personal prefixes
with the stem /-kha/.

NB The word spelled
/ndani/ has a long
first vowel. Note also Inl
that in this rec. the /i/
sound is virtually lost, 111
but its high tone is heard
on at least some of the '

Ye
/a/ vowels that follow
it. Iwo
Note also the low tone
on the subject prefix in inu
Admitsigana/. Most verbs
after Prone/ have high
tone on this syllable. Exercise

/ndi-o/.

'Mho will go with yout' 'I will go alone.'

NdInf amin6 idzitsiOn'a ninu? Nadzpfti nakha.

Ndlud aradh6 adzitsgini TIdzipiti

Ndani amene adzatsagana nays? Adzapita yekha.

Ndani mane adzapita nao? Adzapita okha.

Ndani amine adzatsagana nafe? Mudzapita nokha.

r;islka

sukulu

sitolo

cipatala

'station'
yanjanje

53.d.1. GOAL: Accuracy in use of concord with

'That large building is the market.'

cicfkUlimo ndiwO

Cinyumba cacikuluco ndiyo sukulu.

Cinyumba cacikuluco ndiyo sitolo.

Cinyumba cacikuluco ndico cipatala.

Cinyumba cacikuluco ndiyo 'station'

yanjanje.
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NB The pronunciation of
/t/ in the first rec. of
/anatithandisa/ has been
noted before; here it

Exercise 53.d.2. GOAL:
neous short sentences.

MUnthil wamtallyo ndly

Iniaftliandlz1.

may be compared with the
pronunciation of this rec,Buku
of /1/ in /wamtaliyo/.

MB Another striking var-
iant of what is written
/t/ is found in this rec.
of /cobvuta/. The stop is
voiced, and followed by
an b-like sound, which is
also voiced. The same
kind of sound, but less
extreme, is found also
in /uti/ (53.x.1.).

Use of /ndi'/ forms in miscella-

laling'ono ndilo labwino.

Cinyanja ndico ciyankhulo

cacikulu Malawi.
ca

Kupanga miseu ndiyo nchito yanga.

Kupbunz(il)a ziyankhulo sambili

ndico cobvuta.

That tall person is the
one that helped us.

The small book is the
good one.

Chinyanja is the [most]
important language of
Malawi.

Building roads is my
work.

Studying many languages,
that's what's hard.

Exercise 53.x.1. GOAL: Recombination of familiar material

in short sequences of conversationally related sentences.

Zikomo bambo, ndimafuna kupita

kumsika.

(Ku)msika uti?

Kuli misika iwili kuno?

Excuse me, sir, I want
to go to the market.

To which market?

Are there two markets
around here?

Inde, kuli waukulu ndi waung'ono. Yes, there is a big
one and a small one.

Mukudziwako kumsika?

Uli n&ati mwatauni.

Uli pafupi ndi cipatala?

Do you know where the
market is?

It is in the center of
town.

Is it near the hospital?

inde, bambo, ulipo. Yes, that's where it
is.
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Grammar 53.8. The noun /cinyumba/.

The stem /nyumba/, ordinarily in Classes 9/10 was found in Class 6

(Note 50.C). Here, it is found in still another class in /cinyumba/. This

use of /ci-/ with a noun stem that is ordinarily in some other class may

have 'augmentative' significance ('large house', instead of /nyumba/ 'house').

It would thus have the opposite effect from that of the 'diminutive' classes

12 (/ka -/) and 13 (/ti-/). The student should check for himself to see

whether /ci-/ is used in this way. For example, do any or all of the following

words exist, and if so, what are their meanings?

* cinjinga

* cimlato

* cimnyamata

Do corresponding plural forms exist? One example might be:

* Zinyumba zazikuluzo

Grammar 53.C. A word that contains three occurences of the same concordial

element.

The dialogue contains the phrase /cinyumba aacikulucoPthat large build-

ing'. Compare /zinthu Amikuluzi/ 'these big things.' These are of course

nothing more than the adjectivals /cacikulu/, /zazikulu/ plus an appropriate

demonstrative enclitic (cf. Note 1, Unit 32).

From the point of view of the form of the word itself, the same is

true for the so-called long demonstratives with /,..mene/, e.g. /zimenezo/:

this word is made up of /zimene/ plus the demonstrative enclitic /-zo/.

-From the point of view of how the words are used in sentences, however,

the relation between /zimene/ and /zimenezi/ is not the same as the relation-

ship between /zazikulu/ and /zazikuluzi /. The second pair occur in approxi-

mately the same set of positions in a sentence, chiefly as modifiers of nouns.
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The same is true for /zimenezi/, but /zimene/ seems to occur only in relative

constructions (Note 49.B) and so must be followed by a verb.

Tonally also there is a differece, which shows up on the third syllable:

zimine

aminimb

Grammar 53.D. The use of indim,c5/ 'it is that, those'.

In the sentence:

Cinyumba cacikuluco ndiwo msika. That big building is the market.
the word /ndlw6/ is structurally parallel to /ndinu, ndine/ etc. (cf. Note

41.B), except that for Classes 3-18 all of these forms end in 1-0/. The

concordial element agrees with the noun that follows it (here, /asika /),

and not with what precedes it.

These forms have the tone pattern low-high: ind1t6/, etc. Notice also
(in the recordings for Exercise 53.d.1.), that the first syllable of a noun
following one of these forms is high:

insbea

ndlwO ricsIka

clOtatilt

ndlc6 cfpWADA
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NB The student who is
interacted in phonetic
detail will notice that
the soLnd written /-th-/
in the last line on this
page Is followed (as
expected) by an k-like
sound; that the IL-part
is voiced; and that the
I.-part is not. Compare
the recording of /cobvut.k(.
discussed in a marginal Komibe
note for the preceding
unit.

UNIT 54

DIALOGUE. An unsuccessful attempt to get directions.

-A-

Kiinciandflise nj111 y6pfta

kuSoche

-B-

Njlik ydpita kasachit?

bembb.

Sindidawa ydpfta

-A-

NaniA mlikdzAia iamine

ndiniekwalle?

-B-

ngakhale

Ngalch:114 ndi bLLsi lOmwelo

ktildziwa fat.

-A-

-ina

KOdi si.milkadziwa anthb. 4-na

amene kliSbch4 panb?

)1,16O anthu emboli

l'apita kaSdth4.

-B-

amene

-B- (continues)

sindidzIwa nAtl

kaw4p4za.
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Could you tell me the way to
Bache

The way to Soche?

I'm sorry (sir).

I don't know the way. (that
goes) to Socha.

Do you know a bus that I
could take?

even

same, this same,as well

I don't even know about the
bus,either. ('Even the bus,
I don't know [about] it.')

some, other

Don't you know any people
here who are going to
Socha?

There are many people who
go to Soche.

But I don't know whether
we can find them.
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NB The word here spelt
/yina/ is a representa-
tion of two elements:
the Class 4 prefix /i-/
and the stem /-ina/. For
this speaker, the result
is /yina/, while for
others the result is

simply /ina/.

Exercise 54. b GOAL: Facility in use of various con-

cords with /-ina/ 'some, other'.

an'

zObvaila

zinthu

lagahimOeo

11, /
malaya

milato

misika

NB This recording
(54.b.1) is of in-
terest because the
nouns (/zobvala/, zipatala
etc.) that have high
tone on the next to
last syllable have low
pitch (and hence low mitsinje
tone) on the last syllable.
Frequently this construc-
tion with /-onse/ has the
pitches [ ] in- ItsfkAnh
stead of [--ER_] on a
phrase like /milato

yonse/.

Kdf ina'Onse ndl

iak410

ndi akthul dna ndi

Mang' ono.

Kodi zObvitlit zOnse ndl Zfna ndl zazikulu; zina

zazikulu?

KOdi/ zinthu zOnse ndi

zaziktilu?

Kdai" rriagahimOtO (Aso

ndi iakthu?

Kodi malsityi (Aloe ndi

aakulu?

Kodi miseu yonse ndi

yaikulu?

Kodi milnto ydnse ndi

yaikulu?

Kodi yOnse ndi

yaikulu?

Kodi zipatitle zdnse

ndi zazikulu?

Kodi mitsfnje ydnse

ndi yaikulu?

Kodi atsikilA Onse

ndi aakulu?

273

ndl

zina ndl zaZikau; zlna

ndl zaizing'Ono.

Ena ndi aakulu; ena ndi

aang'ono.

Ena ndi aakulu; ena ndi

aang'ono.

Yina ndi yaikulu;

yina ndi yaing'ono.

Yina ndi yaikulu; yina

ndi yaing'ono.

Yina ndi yaikulu; yina

ndi yaing'ono.

Zina ndi zazikulu; zina

ndi zazing'ono.

Yina ndi yaikulu; yina

ndi yaing'ono.

Ena ndi aakulu; ena

ndi aang'ono.
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Exercise 54.ab.2. GOAL: Facility in the use of concords
with /'o -nse /, /ina/ , and /-modzi/.

'Are all the oranges 'One is good; the others
good?' are not good.'

NB The type of inter- malalanje Malalanje onse ndi Limodzi ndi labwino; ena
rogative intonation used
in the first sentence of abwino? a( abwino.
each line of this record-
ing is one which merits mabuku Mabuku onse ndi Limodzi ndi labwino; ena
careful comparison with
the declarative intona- abwino? si abwino.
tion on the same word
/-Xbwino/ at the and of malaya Malaya onse ndi Amodzi ndi abwino; ena
the second sentence of
the line. abwino? si abwino.

minda Minda yonse ndi Umodzi ndi wabwino; ina

yabwino? si yabwino.

masukulu Masukulu onse ndi Limodzi ndi labwino;

abwino? ena si abwino.

njila Njila zonse ndi Imodzi ndi yabwino;

zabwino? zina si zabwino.

zipatala Zipatala zonse ndi Cimodzi ndi cabwino;

zabwino? zina si zabwino.

aphunzitsi Aphunzitsi onse ndi Mmodzi ndi wabwino;

abwino? ena si abwino.

nyumba Nyumba zonse ndi Imodzi ndi yabwino;

zabwino? zina si zabwino.

misika Misika yonse ndi UModzi ndi wabwino;

yabwino? ina si yabwino.

nkhuku Nkhuku zonse ndi Imodzi ndi yabwino;

zabwino? Zina si zabwino.

tinkhuku Tinkhuku tonse ndi Kamodzi ndi kabwino;

tabwino? tina si tabwino.
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NB In one and the same
exercise, both of the
forms /yina/ and /ina/
occur. This is probably
not due to the fact that
the two nouns are in
different concord
classes.

Exercise 54.ab.3. GOAL: Facility in use of concords with
/-o-mwe/ and /-ina/.

'I had a good book
yesterday.'

want the same (book]
today.' 'I don't want
another.'

buku Ndlnah ndi buku Ndiftin [ot'iku] lOmwelO

litbwInO dzulo. lelo.

S rhdifana

mabuku Ndinal ndi mabukhu Ndifuna mabukhu omwewo

kowino dzulo. lelo.

Sindifuna ena.

khasu Ndinali ndi khasu Ndifuna khasu lomwelo

labwino dzulo. lelo.

Sindifuna Una.

makasu Ndinali ndi makasu Ndifuna makasu omwewo

abwino dzulo. lelo.

Sindifuna ena.

cipewa Ndinali ndi cipewa Ndifuna cipewa comweco

cabwino dzulo. lelo.

Sindifuna cina.

nyale Ndinali ndi nyale Ndifuna nyale yomweyo

yabwino dzulo. lelo.

Sindifuna yina.

mpando Ndinali ndi rripndO Ndifuna mpando womwewo

wabwino dzulo. lelo.

Sindifuna wina.

mipando Ndinalindi'm6a'ndO Ndifuna ndi mipando

yabwino dzulo. yomweyo lelo.

Sindifuna ina.
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NB The relative tone
pattern (Ali/, etc.)
is used in these
sentences with /-omwe/.
The clause in which
these words occur is not
the main clause of the
sentence. Note also
that the English trans-
lation involves a re-
lative clause.

Exercise 54.100.4. GOAL: Facility in use of concords with
various adjectival stems including /-o-mwe/.

'Some buses are large.' 'The same[ones] that are
large are the good
[ones].'

mitb6si Mabasi ena ndi aakulu. Omwe ali. aakulu, ndlwO

1!.17winO.

masukulu Masukulu ena ndi Omwe ali aakulu, ndiwo

aakulu. abwino.

zipatala Zipatala zina ndi Zomwe zili zazikulu,

zazikulu. ndizo zabwino.

nyumba Nyumba zina ndi Zomwe zili zazikulu,

zazikulu. ndizo zabwino.

njinga Njinga zina ndi Zomwe zili zazikulu,

zazikulu. ndizo zabwino.

mabukhu Mabukhu ena ndi Omwe ali aakulu,

aakulu. ndiwo abwino.

miseu Miseu ina ndi yaikulu. Yomwe iii yaikulu,

ndiyo yabwino.

magalimoto Magalimoto ena ndi Omwe ali aakulu,

ndiwo abwino.

minda Minda ina ndi yaikulu. Yomwe ili yaikulu,

ndiyo yabwino.

zinthu Zinthu zina ndi Zomwe zili zazikulu,

ndizo zabwino.

aakulu.

zazikulu.

Exercise 54.c.l. GOr',L: Facility in the use of the
persistive enclitic /--be/.

John w'iplt1 kiinchfto? Did John go to work?

Iai. AktgOngbe. No, he's still sleep-
ing.
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NB In /sifli /, which
represents /81/ plus
Alv, the /u/ is long.
[This was notad earlier
in connection with the
vowel /a-/ after /Jam

SlmilnawelUket Haven't you quit work
yeti

Inds, t1klagwo4.64 nchito. Jo, we're still working.

Simanlyambe kuphunzila? Haven't you begun to
study?

Inds, tikadyilbe. Jo, we're still eating.

StioUngathe kuyankhula Cinyanja? Can't you speak Nyanja?

Ndbaly:sib.e. I'm still trying.

Exercise 54.x.1. GOAL: Recombination of familiar material
in short conversations.

NUkudziwa kumene ndingakagule Do you know where I
can go to buy food?

cakudya?

Kulibe sitolo kuno?

Lilipo, koma sindidziwa njila

yopitako.

Ili paseli paphililo.

Isn't there a store
around here.

There is one, but I
don't know the way.

It's on the other side
of that hill.

Mukudziwako kumlato? Do you know where the
bridge is?

Suli patsinde paphili lalikululo?

Ndiko uliko.

Isn't it at the foot
of that big mountain
over there?

That's where it is.

0, ndi kutali ndithu. Oh, that's very far.

'roe conversation based on the material in Wits 50-94.

All of these units have been build around the giv-

ing of street and road directions. Practice asking and

giving directions to a number of places that are within

a radius of one mile from your present location.
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Grammar 54.A. The stem iwo-mwe/ 'same'.

In the sentence:

Ngakhale ndi basi lomwelo,

sindili kulidziwa.

the word /lomwelo/ consists of the Class 5 form of /orowe/, plus the demon-

strative enclitic / In this particular negative sentence, the English

counterpart of /lomwelo/ isleved. Adjectivals that contain this same stem

are also found in affirmative sentences:

('even the bus itself, I don't
know [about] it').

Also:

Zobvalazi ndi zomwe ndina- These clothes are the same [ones]
that I washed yesterday.

capa dzulo.

Anthu mamma abwele wawa. Have these same people return
tomorrow.

These same people should return
tomorrow.

Ali ndi galimoto ndi njinga He has a car and a bicycle as
well.

yam/a.

Grammar 54.B. The adjectival stem /Nina/ 'some, other.' This stem, with

appropriate concordial prefixes, corresponds both to English 'some' and to

'other'. In negative sentences such as the one in the dialogue:

Simukudziwa anthu ena amene Don't you know some/any people
who are going to Soche?

akupita kuSoche?

it may be translated as 'any.' Further examples are:

Anthu ena amakhala kutauni;

enanso amakhala kumidzi.

Mufuna kugula njinga iyi?

Iai, ndifuna kugula ina.
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Some people live in town;
others live in villages.

Do you want to buy this bicycle?

No, I want to by another one.
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The forms for Classes 2, 6, 12 (i.e. those classes that have /a/ in the prefix)

are /ena, ens, kena/. It is as if th6 /a/ of the prefix had coalesced with

the /i/ of the stem, to produce /e /, a vowel sound which is phonetically

intermediate between them. The forms for Classes 4 and 9 are sometimes

pronounced /ins /, sometimes /yina /.

Grammar 54.C. The persistive enclitic /--be/.

In the dialogue, B has already stated that he doesn't know the way to

&oche, and that he doesn't even know about the bus service. In the sentence:

Komabe sindidziwa ngati tithe I still don't know whether we

can find them.

kuwapeza.

he states still another matter on which he does not have the facts at his

fingertips. The syllable /-be/ in this sentence is apparently an instance

of the persistive enclitic 'still', which is found more frequently with

verbs:

Mukugwilabe nchito eti? You're still working?!

Akugonabe. He's still sleeping.

Alibe kusukulu. They are still at shcool.

N.B. the identity in spelling between the persistive enclitic and the

negative element (Note 45.C) that occurs with 7-11/. Are they identical also

in tone?



UNIT 55 CHINYANJA BASIC COURSE

UNIT 55

DIALOGUE: October weather.

-A -

nyengo (9,10) season

cilimwe (7,8)
(ors rawaurvu (3))

-tani

ladf bambo, nyIngO

614.khikla yStaini mrw4zi

will'Octoberl?
- B-

summer

to be,do,say how?

How is the summer
weather in October?

dzuwa (5) sun

kilwalzwi October ndlyd'nthoCwi

yai dz6wa

-B- (continues)

uvula (9,10) rain

Mvula km;ityiMba rowed wi4Tovember. The rain begins in the
month of November.

The month of October
that's the time for sun.

- A-

-sosa to hoe lightly,clean
the fields

Anthu amasosa nthikwi kivaineyo? Do people clear the
fields at that time?

- B-

Nthwi imeneyo antha iimakheha At that time people
have finished cleaning

tithit kUsOsla, the fields (1 ...they
are they-having-finished
clearing...')

-B- (continues)

-dzala to plant, sow

adlyi ails pafupi ktIdzla. and they are almost
[to the point of] plant-
ing.
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-A-

cLoaingla? To sow maize?

-B-

mapila (6) millet

UNIT

-tele to do, be, say like
this

e
Ct.:pang*, map lax ndl zni

-B- (continues)

Maize, millet, and other
[things] like that.

-neneka to be talked about

emit zImoin466 sizanen:ica.

-A-

But one doesn't discuss
those things ('Those
things are not talked
about.')

Nangh mibisi iitlAyethda nthaiwi Do the buses travel
[during] that time?

i'mdileyO?

-B-

Index lim'ayendgdf. Yes, they certainly do.

Exercise 55.a.l. GOAL: Facility in use of the /-o-/ form
of the interrogative pro-verb /-tani/.

nyengo ya NyengO ya cillmwe What is the climate of
4..

cillmwe cilimwe like?
yOtni?

dzttwai le palnb Dzuwa la pano How is the sun(of)
around here?

limakhala lotani?

,

mvula ya Mvula ya November How is the November
November rainfall?

imakhala yotani?

nthifwi ya dzema Nthawi ya dzuwa What is the sunny season
like?

imakhala yotani?
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kudzala m411a Kudzala mapila What is the planting of

kwinu

ki,111..ma

kwanu kumakhala

kotani?

Kulima kwanu

kotani?

Exercise 55.a.2. GOAL:
/ -tani/ in other tenses

Mi1dzifika kilmndg%

Thifikalko,

Adzipita katiUni.

Maktiflkiko, mtiteini?

Anylmat Onse

kataiani.

MtlfUna ciktidya

Tifuria cfiringa.

Aml

zObvka.

EObvLa zotani?

ZlinefnezO siZimitnendka!

A /

Zotani?

/
Atutsi ndi anthu Otani??

Ndl aatali kwimbdi.

millet like among you?

What is your farming
like?

Familiarization with the use of
and with other English translations.

You will reach the field.

When we reach there, what will we
do?

We'll go to town.

When you get there, what will you
do?

All the boys went to town.

What did they go and do?

What kind of food you want?

We want maize.

Mother has bought clothes for us.

What kind of clothes?

Things like that aren't talked
about!

What kind of things?

What kind of people are the
Watutsi?

They are very tall.
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Exercise 55.a.3. GOAL: Use of the two pro-verbs /-tani/
and /-tele/.

kohanzits1 gnu

galimoto lanu

njinga yanu

kwanu

kanjila

maibukhu anu

kuZomba

'What are your teachers 'They're like that.'
like?' [not a complete answer]

iphiinzlts4 gnu ndi 6t4ni7

Galimoto lainu ndi lotani?

Njinga yinu ndi yotani?

Kwinu ndi kotani?

Kanjila kinu ndi kotani?

Mabukhu anu ndi otani?

KuZomba ndi kotani?

nthwi ya mvUla Nthawi ya mvula ndi yotani?

nytunba za
Maliwi

NyuMba za Malawi ndi zotani?

mIdzI ya Malawi Midzi ya Malawi ndi yotani?

nyuMba za
Ameleka

miseu ya p!tnO

Exercise 55.c.i.
using /-ta-/.

Aniffki kwthu

Ndi otele.

Ndi lotele.

Ndi yotele.

Ndi kotele.

Ndi kotele.

Ndi otele.

Ndi kotele.

Ndi yotele.

Ndi zotele.

Ndi yotele.

NyuMba za Ameleka ndi zotani? Ndi zotele.

Miseu ya pano ndi yotani? Ndi yotele.

GOAL: Facility with one common way of

Anikh'itla penal.

Atifika kwithu anakhala pans.

ingkhglA

Tinyamba )thn4na za ny4ng

yg

1(itrikhala pAnsi, tin&yimba

ktinena za nyengO yi
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He arrived at our place.

He sat down.

When he had arrived at
our place, he sat down.

He sat down.

We began to discuss the
weather of cilimwe.

When he had sat down,
ws began to discuss
the weather of cilimwe.



CHINYANJA BASIC COURSE

Tidziffki kwithu.

ildzigona.

Titilffk kwilthu tidzig6na.

cikUdya tscipano.

TidzikUthindizini,

Titithai laldiet tidzikUthimdiztini.

Exercise 55.x.1. Recombinations.

NIngit kali dzIlwa mwezi'wit October?

8e. Kuli dzUwa

Inde. 14vt'lla imayamba mwolmi wa

November.

Kodi kwinu kuAmeleka anthu

imiscisa mwimf ati?

ina imitscisa rowl!mf wit November.

Mvula ygmbIli fmayamba 11t1?

Ndiginiza ndI mw4z1 wkwarch.
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.

we'll arrive home.

We'll go to sleep/
lie down.

When we've arrived home,
we'll lie down.

We are eating now.

We'll help you.

When we've finished eat-
ing we'll help you.

Is there sunshine in
October?

Yes, there's a lot of
sun.

Is there still any
rain?

Yes, it rains in the
month of November.

At your home in America,
during what month. do
people clean the fields?

Some clean the fields
in November.

When do the heavy rains
begin?

I think it's [in] the
month of March.
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Grammar 55.A. Pro-verbs.

The dialogue contains the following sentences:

Nyango ya cilimwe imakhala

yotani

...ndi zina zotele.

How is the weather?

...and other [things] like this.

Both of the words /yotani/ and /zotele/ are /-o-/ forms of verbs. The

stems of the verbs are respectively /-tani/ 'to say, do, be how?' and /-tele/

'to do, says be so/like this'. There is one more such stem in Nyanja: /-telo/

'to say, do, be like that!. These three stems take the prefixial inflections

of verbs. Unlike all other verbs, the final vowel of the infinitive and

most other forms is not /-a/, and is invariable for each stem: the forms of

/-tani/ always end in /-i/, /-tele/ in /-e/, and /-telo/ in /-o/.

These '-orbs stand in the same relation to the other verbs of the language

as the pronouns stand in relation to the nouns. They will therefore be called

pro-verbs: /-tani/ is the interrogative pro-verb, while /-tele and /..telo/

are demonstrative pro-verbs.

Grammar 55.B. A reminder concerning concord.

The phrase:

Ndiyo nthawi ya dzuwa imeneyo. That is the time of rain.

contains the noun /dzuwa/ (5) 'sun', followed by the demonstrative /imeneyo/.

The demonstrative of course agrees with /nthawi/ (9) and not with /dzuwa/.

Grammar 55.C. A construction containing two verbs, each with a subject

prefix: the dependent verb prefix /-ta-/.

In the sentence:

Nthawi imeneyo anthu amakhala By that time [of the year] people
have finished clearing the fields.

tithi kusosa.
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the sequence /amakhala atatha/ occupies the place that is most commonly occupied

by a single verb. Constructions that have been met in the past which contain

two verbs have usually had an infinitive as the second word.

The second verb in /amakhala atatha/ is not an infinitive. It consists

of a subject prefix/a -/(C1.2) plus the non-initial prefix /-ta-/ 'to finish'.

The prefix /-ta-/ is comparable to /-ka-/ (cf. Note 43.B) in that verbs which

contain it are 'dependent'; that is, such a verb cannot ordinarily stand as

the only verb in a complete sentence. Here are some further examples of its

use:

Atikhglal pans anayamba After he had sat down ('he-having
sat-down') he began to talk with

kuyankhula nafe. us.

Tidzgtha nchAOyi 11-12 We will finish this work after
you have left ('you-having-

matic6kg. left') .

All examples of /-ta-/ forms in this unit show high tones on all syllables.

The low pitch on the last syllable in the last of the above examples is of

course attributable to its position at the end of the sentence.

Compare the construction /amakhala atatha/ 'they are regularly in the

situation of having finished' with the one-word verbs /AmAtIA/ 'they

regularly finish', and /Atha/ 'they finish'.

The construction with /-khala/ (in any of its tenses) plus a dependent

/-ta-/ verb adds a great deal to the flexibility and precision of the

Nyanja verb system.
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UNIT 56

DIALOGUE: December weather.

NB Here and elsewhere the
names of months, which are
of course recent loans Kodi nyengb imakhala bwanji
from English, often have
a falling tone on the wiDecgmber?
first syllable, followed
by high on the second.

-A-

wilDecetber till ndI

mvagnso.

-A-

Ygmbfli?

-B-

KOmit nthgwi Imeneyb

AlAgwila nchito

1::1mbili.

g

NB The verb /ili/, which -A -

is not the main verb in
this sentence, has the Nanga mumkydnda bwetnji nthgwi

'relative' tone pattern,
/ /

with high on the first imeneyo mvula kugwa?

syllable.
Note also the pitches

[ _ ] on the infinitive -B-
/kugwa/, which indicate
that this word, unlike
most infinitives, does
not have a high tone on
the first syllable of Palibe kanthu.

the stem.

kanthu (12,13)

-vumba

-B- (continues)

Nciakhg14 mvUla fkUvilmba thil
NB The same is true for
//kavilmba/ in the last

4Apita kUmtind ndf kutglim
line on this page.

blsi.
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What is the weather like
in December?

also
In December we

still
have rain.

A lot?

Yes, but [at] that time
people work hard.

How do you move
around at that time
[when] the rain is
falling?

a small thing (cf.
/ kinthu/ (7,8)

It's no matter.

to rain, rain on

Even when its's rain-
ing, people go to the
garden and work.
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-A-

imity4nda kip64

pepita

NB The tonal discrepancy
in Dialogue for Learning
between the suppocedly matope (6)
parallel forms /p6pfta/
and /m6bvIltika/, each of -bvutika
which is combination of

/
a locative prefix plus Ee. Amayenda k614 mObvtitlka
infinitive. Note also the
length of the /-o-/ vowels clfaw4 ci mit4e.
in these forms. But
Atibbvutika/ is heard in -A-
Dialogue for Fluency.

-B-

0, zIkOmO.

Do people travel on the
buses or by bicycle when
they go ('on going') to
town?

mud

to be troubled

Yes, they do, but with
difficulty, on account
of the mud.

Oh, thank you.

Exercise 56.a.l. GOAL: Use of /po-/ and /mo -/ forms of
verbs in 'adverbial function.

Mumatani pOfikapo?

POyamba timasosa minda.

Mumatani POdzala mapila?

Ndidzakuphunzitsani mbkondwa.

Ana awa once amaphunzila

myenela.

Tinaoloka mtsinje mbbvutika.

What do you do upon
arriving there?

First ('at beginning')
we clear the fields.

What ('How') do you
do when planting millet?

I'll teach you with
pleasure ('in being
pleased!).

All these children
study as they ought.

We forded the stream
with difficulty.

Exercise 56.x.1. Review conversations.

Part 1.

Kwinu ku Ameleka msnila fAwAza

kwimbLi?

[or: Kwanu kuAmeleka kuli kaw4za

mytha y4mbflin
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At your home in America
does it rain much?
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Pimwezf uti?

Mwizf wi August.

iulfbe mvdla yimbfli

nthiwi Imineyo.

Part 2.

KwAnu mlezl yi mwimvu ndI fti?

Miezf yi mwimvu ndl July nd1

August.

uvula nthawi imedneybt

In what month?

The month of August.

No, there's not much
rain at that time.

At your home which are
the months of mwamvu?

They're July and August.

Is there still rain at
that time?

ya6bfli, k6mi Val There's still a lot, but
there's a lot of sun.

dzdwa limbili.

Part 3.

July ndf August ndl miezi yi dzilwa July and August are
sunny months, are they

eta.?

bembo. Timakhala ndf Yes. We have a lot
of sun in those months.

dzuwa lambili, miezi imeneyi.

Nanga mumagwila nchito bwanji How do you work during
that period?

nthawi imeneyo?

Pelfbe kanthu. It's not so bad. ('There
is no little thing.')

Part 4.

Munabwelela ilti kticOkela

kiiZambit?

Ndinabwela dzulo.

PenjIngi?

Iai, ndinabwela pabasi.
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When did you come back
from Zomba?

I came back yesterday.

By bicycle?

No, I came by bus.



LIT 5b CHINYANJA BASIC COURSE

Part 5.

Munalipila ndalama zingati

pObwili kane?

Ndinalipila nditlima;

wipitiwo

zlnii

TsdPano nditini?

Apini ndithu.
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How much did you pay to
come here?

I paid five shillings.

You were robbed. Last
week I was charged only
four.

Now what should I do?

You have my deep sym-
pathy.
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Grammar 56.A. Special uses of the locative concords, Classes 16 and 18,

with the /-o-/ form of verbs.

The /-o -/ form of the verb is derived historically from a coalescence

of the linking /-a-/ and the /ku-/ of the infinitive. Knowing this may make

it easier for the student to understand the structure of two phrases in the

dialogue for this unit:

Anthu amayenda panjinga p4ita Do people travel by bicycle
when [they] go to town?

kutaun i?

Amayenda koma mebvutika. They move about but with
difficulty.

Literal translations might be: /popita/ 'on going' and /mobvutika/ 'in

being - troubled'.

Notice that these /-o-/ forms differ tonally from the /-o-/ forms that

were discussed in Unit 44 , Note 2 . Those forms were related to a

possessive prefix (/wi-/, /ci-/, etc.) that had high tone. With omission

of the /-k-/ and the change in quality of the two vowels, the form */wgkilbvtitika/

became /wOObvdtika/ (usually spelled with a single o).

The locative prefixes, unlike the possessives, have basic low tone. Accord-

ingly, the tone of words that include a locative plus an infinitive are

exemplified by /mOObvutika/ (also customarily spelled with a single o),

from 41/mWibvutika/.

Grammar 56.B. Grammatically significant differences in verb tones.

This unit contains further examples of verbs with relative tone

pattern. Compare the following sentences:

Mvtila 111 kugwa. The rain is falling.
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Mumayenda bwanji nthawi imeneyo How do you get around [during]
the time [when] the rain is

mvdli kugwi? falling?

Mvdli ikavdmpa. It's raining.

MVali fk4vumba anthu amapita When it's raining, people go
to the field.

kumunda.
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UNIT 57

DIALOGUE February weather in Malawi.

-A-
NB In the second and third
sentences of this rec., Kodi mtinginditize nyIngO
the verbs /ili/ and
/zikukula/ have high tone mwimi wi February?
on their subject prefixes.
These are then instances
of the 'relative' tonal
pattern discussed earlier.Nlmizi wi February ndly:
In these two sentences,
however, there are no mvtila Ali plkiti.

other verbs. Probably
the nuclear role ordinarily
assigned to a verb in
Nyanja sentences is here
filled by /ndiye/. -kula

NB The first syllable of Ndly: cfrolIngii ndC

/zikukula/ (Stc. 3) is
long. Remember that this zikilkaa.
word is an alternate
for /zili kukula/. This
is a further example of
contraction in which Anthu amadya cfmalng'a p1
the quality of one vowel
is lost, but its quantity nthwi keinlyl?
(i.e. its duration)
remains.

-B-

-11- (continues)

-A-

-B-

-oche

nthawi imeneyO anthu

itm'ayimba kilOcha clniciaz1

cimodzi.

-kolola

-A-

14ng\a kakO16111 nth4wi

ImeneyO?

-B-
i.N t

Iai. Sakololag

2 93

Can you tell me about
the weather in February'

In February, that's
when the rain is still
going on ('is in the
midst').

to grow

And the maize and millet
are growing.

Do people eat maize at
that time? (i.e. Is the
maize edible?)

to burn, roast, toast

It's [at] that time
that people begin to
roast a few ('one')
at a time.

to break off from
a stalk

Do they also harvest
Uthe grairilat that time?

No, they don't,
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NB The use of low tone
on the subject prefix of
/imayaMba/, which has
been an unexplained
phenomenon referred to
in several marginal
notes, is even more sur-
prising in a context
where the 'relative'

-B- (continues)

kOrs1 clas6dsi clm6dsi

ktimangb6cha bIsl.

0, zdnse sianundi

siiikaddi?

-B-

mbeu (9,10)

Ee, mb6u zimbilimbfli,

(kibichi),
cabbage, mipira ndi zinc

-A-

0. ZIkOmb kwambili.

Exercise 57.a.l. GOAL: Use of
to the one discussed in Note 57.

Kull mvula mwezi wa February?

Mwezi wa February ndlp6 mvula

Ili pakati.

mvula mwezi wa November?

Mwezi wa November ndlp6 mvula

im'ayikmba.

Kuli mvula mwezi wa October?

tonal pattern is expected. Mwezi wa October ndip(5) ktlIbe
Note however, the ex-

pected high tone on /ku -/ mvula yambili.
in /kulibe/.

Mwezi wa October kall dzuwa?
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but they just roast
one by one.

And everything in ('of')
the field is big?

seed

Yes, many, many [kinds
of] cabbage, millet and
so on.

Thank you very much.

/ndipo/ in sentences analogous
A.

Is there rain in the
month of February'

The month of February,
that's when the rain
is in the midst.

Is there rain in the
month of November?

The month of November,
that's when the rains
begin.

Is there rain in the
month of October?

In the month of
October there isn't
much rain.

Does the sun shine in
October?
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NB In contrast to
AmAyimba/ discussed in
the marginal note on the
preceding page, /IMIdzila/
has the expected high
tone on the subject prefix.

NWezi wa October, ndiyo

nthawi ya dzuwa.

NWezi wa February kuli

mvula?

Mwezi wa February ndiyo

nthawi ya mvula.

Anthu iMidzAla cimanga mwezi

wa November?

NWezi wa November ndlwO inthu

iradzila cimanga.

The month of October
is a sunny time.

Is there rain in Febru-
ary?

February is a time of
rain.

Do people plant maize
in November?

The month of November
is when people plant
maize.

Exercise 57.b.l. GOAL: Facility in use of the distribu-
tive construction.

Tingaoche oimanga cimOdzf cimdazi.

Tingaoche cimanga ciwfli clwfli.

Tinakwela pa basi Memdazf

IPmOdzi.

Tinakwela pa basi

Ana anacoka m'sukulu lwflf

iwfli.

Ana analowa m'sukulu Itit6

Tick:4 nsalu zit4t6

Magalimoto angaoloke pa mlato

uwu lIm&IzI 11m6dzi.

Anthu angapite panjila iyi

iemOdz f
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We can roast the maize
one [ear] at a time.

We can roast the maize
two by two.

We got on the bus one
at a time.

We got on the bus two
at a time.

The children left the
school two at a time.

The children entered
the school three by
three.

Let's wash the clothes
three at a tim

Lorries can cross by
this bridge one at a
time.

Can people go on this
path one by one?
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Exercise 57. c.1. GOAL: Use of the /zi-/ concord with
mixed antecedents.

cfminglk Cimitngl ndl cabwind.

mkplfa m4alinso ndl AowinO.

Cimanga ndI maplla ndl zibwinO.

Malaya ndl

ell:sewer:so ndl cibw1n6.

Mllayi ndI cfpewa ndl abwino.

ndl cabwino.

SlaktiiUnso ndl labwino.

ndf sukulu ndl zabwino.

Milato ndl yabwino.

Mine:1mm ndl yabwino.

Milito ndi nifseU ndl yabwino.

Mlato ndi wabwino.

MAeunso ndl wabwino.

Mlato ndI rillseU ndi yabwino.

Sakau ndi labwino.

NB The rec. of 57.c.1 aalaya
provides a clear and
consistent illustra- clpewa
tion of what is the
predominant though
not invariable way of
handling tones after cIP,ktallt

/ndf/ 'and, with', as
well as after the aukulu
connectives /yi, ca,
etc.The first syllable
of the following noun
is high, no matter what milito
the basic tonal pattern
of the nouns as a whole. mIsIsil

Compare /14 cflim46/
where the noun by it-
self is Vol13m441/
Note also that cer-

tain words [or certain
categories of words??]
do not fit-this des-
cription: /Anb/ always
remains low in phrases
like /pifdpi ndI pant/
or /dzilwa

mlito

mseu

sukulu

kohanzits1

,
ana

Aphiinzits1

mwana

mIdzi

mlnda
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Aptunzitsinso ndi abwino.

SUkUlu ndi iphUnzits1 ndi abwino.

Aphunzitsi ndi abwino.

Anainso ndi abwino.

Aphunzitsi ndf e;ng ndi abwino.

Mphunzitsi ndi wabwino.

Wiltninso ndi wabwino.

Mphunzitsi ndf mwaina ndi abwino.

Midzi ndi yabwino.

MIndinso ndi yabwino.

Midzi nd1 mindal ndi yabwino.
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mitdal

,
munda

dzfk8 linO

clyankhul6ci

Mudzi ndi wabwino.

MUndainso ndi wabwino.

Mudzi ndi munda ndi yabwino.

Dziko lino ndi labwino.

Ciyankhuloclnso ndi cabwino.

Dziko ndI cyarikhulo ndi. zioWitio.

Exercise 57.x.

Part 1.

Ndingafike bwanji kumtsinje?

Kuli met% ndf kainjila zimene

zimapitako.

ndi kabwino?

Nthawi iyi si kabwino kwambili,

cifukwa ca mvula.

Part 2.

NB The question inton-
ation in Stc. 1 of Part Tinjila tonne ndi tobvuta

2 is fairly rare in these
rec. Its most conspicuous masiku ano?

characteristic is the
abrupt drop after the
last high tone. Note also
that /ano/, which usually ambili.

has high tone after a

Inde, bambo. Kull matope

word that ends high, here Ndiganiza ndi bwino ndlyand4

0 has low tone on both
syllables.

NB In this rec., the
sequence /-yenda
mobvutika/ has an uninter- masiku ano.

rupted series of highs.
Part 3.

pabasi.

Kama mabasinso amayenda mobvutika

How can I get to the
river?

There are a road and a
small path that go there.

Is the small path any
good?

At this time, it's not
good, on account of the
rain.

Are all the small paths
difficult these days?

Yes, there's a lot of
mud.

I think it's [a] good
[idea] for me to go' by
bus.

But even the buses
travel with difficulty
nowadays.

Mumakonda ziuritmiindit zitl, bambo? What kind of produce
do you like?

Ndimakonda zonse.
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I like [them] all.

111111=11111161111
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lluli mapila ambili kwanu Is there a lot of maize
at your home in America?

ku Ameleka?

Iai, kuli pang'ono basi. No, it's scarce. ('It's
there only a little.')
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Grammar 57.A. A further use of the concord of Class 16 in reference to time.

In the sentence:

MWezi waFebruary ndipo mvula iii In February is when the rain is

at full swing (raining heavily.)

pakati.

the word /ndlp6/ corresponds more or less to 'that is when'.

[In the tape recording of the dialogue for this Unit, the second sentence

contains /nd1y4/, which is interchangeable with /ndlp6/ in this context.]

Compare the use of Class 16 described in Unit 56, Note A for such words as

/pOl4mba/ 'at first', /pOftka/ 'upon arrival'.

In the recording of Exercise 57.a.1., the second sentence in Lines 1

and 3, and of course the second sentence of the dialogue, show that in

this kind of construction the verb that follows /ndlpci/ or /ndiya/ has the

relative tonal pattern.

Grammar 57.B. The construction exemplified by /cimodzi cimodzi/.

The dialogue contains the sentence:

Amayamba kuocha cimodzi cimodzi. They begin to roast one at a
time.

The reference of the /ci-/ prefix is of course to /cimanga/ 'maize'.

Compare also:

Timagula mazila atatu atatu. We buy three at a time.

the repetition of the numeral stem, with the appropriate concordial prefix

on both occurences of the stem, corresponds to English ' at a time'.

This may be called the 'distributive construction'.

The pitch pattern that is heard in the recorded examples of the dis-

tributive construction is [ ]. Since all of these examples occur at

the end of a phrase, it is difficult to say whether the tonal pattern attributed

to the construction should be /cinof:d21 clincidzI/ or /clmodzf clmcidzI/. From
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the practical point of view of one learning to speak the language, this ques-

tion is not very urgent.

Grammar 57.C. Concord when there are two or more antecedent nouns, represent-

ing more than one class.

The dialogue includes the sentence:

Cimanga ndi mapila zikukula. Maize and millet are growing.

Here, /cimanga/ is in Class 7 and /mapila/ in Class 6. The concord used in

such situations is /zi-/ (Class 8 or Class 10).

But if the two nouns are both singular, an& both are in the same

singular class (e.g. Class 3), then the verbs or other words that are in

concord with them have the prefix of the plural class that normally is

associated with the singular class to which both nouns belong:

/mlato/ (3) and /njila/ (9) would have /zabwino/

but:

/mlato/ (3) and /mseu/ (3) would have /yabwino/ (4).

a
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NB The four-syllable stem
/-yenday4nda/ substantiates
the hypothesis that in
/-ma-/ forms it is not the
second, or third, syllable
that gets the high tone:
it is the next to last.

NB The construction re-
presented by /uku ndf
ski/ provides another
example of a place where
the tone of the syllable
that follows /ndf/ is not
high.

UNIT 58

DIALOGUE: April weather in Malawi.

-A-

myInga sal April?

-B-

lAmbO?

-B- (continues)

uku (17)

NdI nthiwi !mine linthu

kayilondiy6nda aka ndi. Uktl.

-B- (continues)

-uma

-thamanga

Cfmialgit

1.1alth:iMangila klakikolola

tsdpano.

-B- (continues)

-siya

-siyana

Ena ndikumatenga mbeu

NB The form /ndi kiimitenga/

is unusual in having both zdsfyanasiyana

/ndl/ [? 'is, are' fl and

/-14a-/. -B- (continues)

Tfrokhla anthu Ogwfla nchilto

zimbiliMbfli kamandi%
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How is the weather in
April?

Bram. In April (sir)?

here[proximal demon-
strative]

It is the time [in]
which people move about
here and there.('..bere
and here').

to be hard,ripe,dry

to run

When the maize is ripe,
people make haste to
to and gather [1t3
(now).

to leave

to leave one another,
to differ from one
another.

Other people collect
various [kinds of]
seeds [from] (in) the
field[s].

We are very busy ('We
are people of doing
many jobs') in the
field[s].
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-BO (continues)

-konza

Allthh once amakhala kollzeka

kukolola ci6ingl cao.

- A-

/
Conno ana samapita kusukulu

lam): khmdthandiza izIbimba

- B-

A:1641a kashkdiu imitate

kiithindiza izibiLmb Rio khkikcIlola

cLeing%a.

ao?

-A-

kohko (17)

-tuta

kapena

MUralsya kOnkookkp4nd murnatutila

kUnyhmbi?

NB The first half.of the
last sta. in the dialogue
provides striking examples TAiliata
of the "smoothing' of the
ups and downs of pith nthawi
into a series of down-
steps : [

-B-

niz6 kunyumha koma

t
znaptimasiya konko.

to beautify, to make
ready

Everyone is ready to
harvest his maize.

Then the children don't
go to school, but help
their parents?

*ben they come back from
school they go and help
their parents to [go
and] harvest the maize.

right there

to carry and put down,
to carry on one's head

perhaps; or; expression
of uncertainty

Do you leave [it] there,
or do you carry it
home?

We take it home or
sometimes we leave [it]
there.

Exercise 58.b.l. GOAL: Use of the infinitive in the second
of two verb forms that are joined by a conjunction.

Anthu amakolola cimanga. People harvest maize.

Anthu amaocha cimanga. People roast maize.

Anthu amakolola cimanga nd4., People harvest maize and
roast [it].

0
kuocha.
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NB Long vowels occur in

these sentences in
contractions of
plus /-a/, and before
/-ngo-/. Both these
phenomena have already
been noted, but are
pointed out here to
emphasize that they are
quite consistent. Note
also that /-ngo-/ it-
self is short in these
examples.

Simlorcha cimanga cambili.

Amaocha cimodzi cimodzi.

Simidcha cimincia cimbili, kbmi

lamiocha clmOdzi

NdidzikUuzeni njila.

Ndidzapitana nanu.

Ndidzakuuzeni njila nd klipAana

Anakwela basi.

Analipila ndalama ziwili.

Anakwela basi nd

ndalama ziwili.

Sindinakwele basi.

Ndinikhala kunyumba.

Sindinakwele basi, kcaa kukhala

kunyumba.

Anthu samadzala cimanga

nthawi imeneyo.

Anthu amangososa nthawi

imeneyo.

Anthu samadzala cimanga nthawi

imeneyo, koma ktIn4OsOsa.

Sanapitilile OttsOgOlO.

Anakhota kumanja.

Sanapitilie patsogolo, koma

kukhota kumanja.
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They don't roast much
maize.

They roast one at a
time.

They don't roast much
maize, but [they just]
roast one at a time.

I'll show you the way.

I'll go with you.

I'll show you the way
and go with you.

He got on the bus.

He paid two shillings.

He got on the bus and
paid two shillings.

I did't get on the
bus.

I stayed at home

I didn't get on the bus,
but stayed at home.

People don't plant
maize at that time.

People just clear the
fields at that time.

People don't plant maize
at that time, but just
clear the fields.

He didn't go straight
ahead.

He turned to the
right.

He didn't go straight
ahead but turned to the
right.
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NB Exercise 5b.x.l con-
tains further evidence to
help in working out a
formula for the place-
ment of the high tone in
subjunctive forms of
verbs that have stems of
various syllable struc-
tures. One must take into
account, however, the
pause after the verb in
the third sentence, and
its effect on the phrase
intonation.

Exercise 58.x.1. GOAL:
of two verbs.

'Let's harvest [maize).'

Tfy:n1

Ty;n1 tICC4414 ping.

Tiyeni

Tiyeni

Tiyeni

Tiyeni

aMinize mld awa.

tImw&ta: ng'cleb4.

tniOk: mtafnje.

tiaOs: mfnda.

Use of /-thamangila/ as

nxercise

Part 1.

Azibambo 111 kUtl?

Ayenda kwi nyaikviawi.

Kodi adzabwelelai lltl?

Ndiyesa adzabwelela pakul

dzUwa.

Part 2.

Azimai aMeleka iiziwainkhUlaynkh4la

kwambili.

Bwanji azimai a kwanu?

the first

'Let's hurry and harvest [maize].

TIttiamingile

Tithlmingfl: kucokela pano.

Tithamangile tinitmlz4 mid *wi.

Tithamangile tirowits: ng'Omb4.

Tithamangile kUOlOka mtsi:'nje.

Tithamangile'kUscrsi mInd4.

owa

Where are the men ('fathers')?

They've gone to the headman's.

When will they be back?

I think about sundown.

Azimai akwathu amayankhulanso

kwambili.
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American women talk
a lot.

How about the women
at your home?

The women in our
part of the world
talk a lot too.
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Part 3.

AJohn ali ndi nchito?

Amayanglanayang'ana
Xai.

4, . / , . .

Akuyang anayang'ana

nchito, koma kulibe.

,
Sinilpise eti?

Inds, sliAlpize.

i
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Does John have a job?

No, he's looking for work,
but there

isn't any.

He didn't find any, eh?

No, he didn't.

a .................
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Grammar 58.A. Reduplicative constructions.

This dialogue contains examples of a variety of constructions in which

the same word or stem appears twice:

(1) The verb stem is used twice. Prefixes stand before the first

only:

amayendayenda they move about continually

and nots*amayenda amayenda

mbeu zosiyanasiyana various different seeds

and not: *zosiyana zoslyana

(2) Some other stems are used twice, with prefixes before the first

only:

nchito zambiliMbili a very great amount of work; many, many
jobs

(3) A word is repeated, with an intervening conjunction:

uku ndi uku here and there, hither and yon ('here
and here')

(4) Compare also the distributive construction (Note 57B) in which

the whole word, including prefixes, is repeated but with no intervening

conjunction:

cimodzi cimodzi one (Cl. 7) at a time

and nots*cimodzimodzi

or: *cimodzi ndi cimodzi

Grammar 58.B. Another use of the infinitive.

Each of the two sentences:

Ana samapita kusukulu. The children don't go to school.

Ana amathandiza azibambo ao. The children help their parents
('fathers').

contains a finite verb form. The subject of both verbs is the same. The

sentence in the dialogue, which is in a sense a combination of these two
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sentences joined by /coma/ 'but', the second of the two verbs is in the

infinitive form: Aumathandiza/ instead of /amathandiza/. Note also that

the prefix Rea-/, which has to do with habitual or customary action, is

used in the infinitive as well as in the finite form.

Grammar 58.C. Double plural prefixes on certain nouns.

If ibatbo/ is singular, its corresponding plural might be either

/abambo/ (Cl. 2) or /zibambo/ (Cl. 10). The plural /abambo/ is in fact

used. Note also the apparently double plural in /a-zi-1,ambo/ (and also in

/azimai/). The difference in meaning between /abambo/ and fazibasibo/ is

not clear at this writing.
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UNIT 59

DIALOGUE: June weather in Malawi.

- A-

DwgnS1 nyingo iimWisf How [is] the weather in June?

wit 'June'?

- B-

-zizila to be insipid, cold

wi 'June'? The month of June?

Malan:no: Don't talk about [it]!

Ndl mwilmfwzezili. It's the cold month.

-B- continues)

Kaya kuAmeleka kumakhala I don't know how it is in
America, but here it isn , .

kotani, koma kund kumakhala cold.

-B- (continues)

nkhuni (9,10)

-otha

moto (3,4)

[stick of] firewood

to be warm, warm one-
self at

fire

Mxiyenela kilkhaha ndf You have to have firewood
and warm [yourself] at thenkhtini ndf kuotha moto. fire.

-A-

-ocha

Anglt m(ImIcilcha clnngwa

nthaiwi km464:0?

-B-

T fro aocha cinangwa, 'iibktata,

ndC sfninso.
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to burn,ro!'st,toast

Do you roast manioc at that
time?

We roast manioc, potatoes,
and other [things] as well.



CHINYAN A BASIC COURSE

-A-

-kazinga

Mdralkitilga clminga nthiwi

Iro:neyZ)?

-B-

to roast, fry

Do you roast maize at
that time?

Inds. inthU ilakkaziClga Yes, most people (fry)
maize because at that

clfawai ntheiwi isaeinay3 time they just sit
around the firs and/

amangokhala pamoto kuothela keep themselves warm
at it./

moto basi.

-IS- (continues)

i\ \
Kumazizila. It's cold!

Exercise 59.b.1. GOAL: Facility in use of locative
expressions as subjects of sentences.

kin

pateDulo

1m a

ican8 Val mbeu There are a lot of
seeds around here.

Plitei:1(;) pill mbeu There are a lot of
seeds on the table.

zambili.

AlnYiambaLmUll mb4u There are a lot of
seeds in the house.

zambili.

kuno Kuno killfbe itzUngi: Around here there are
not a lot of Europeans.

ambili.

rasukulu Pasukulu At the school there
aren't many Europeans.

azungu ambili.

mugalimoto mugalimoto mulibe In the car there
aren't many Europeans.

azungu ambili.

kUMX14wi KuMalawi kUmitgwai In Malawi it rains a
lot.

mv4la yambili.

309



1. p CHINYANJA BASIC COURSE

NB The combination of
syllabic /m-/ plus
/ny-/ here and often
sounds like /m-yu/
instead of /m-nyu/.

pano

muDecember

pano

Mlny-6bali

Pano pagwa mvula Here it rains a lot.

yambili.

NUDecember mdgwa In December it rains a
lat.

mvula yambili.

Kumapili kumazizila In the mountains it's
very cold.

kwambili.

1 .

Pano pamazizila

kwambili.

Here it's very cold.

!4'nyumba mistzzila In the house it's very
cold.

kwambili.

Exercise 59.x.

Part 1.

Ku Ameleka mwezi wozizila

ndl dti?

Kuli itatu: 'December'
, Jan-

uary', ndi 'February'.

Bwanji nyengo pa mwezi wa

'April'?

Pa mwezi wa 'April' mvula

/
lmagwa kwambili.

Part 2.

Clnkigwa cimadzalidwa pa

nyengo yanji?

Panyengo yamvula.

Kwanu ku Ameleka cinangwa

cimadzalidwa?

Iai, panglono basi.
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Which is the cold month
in America?

There are three: December,
January, and February.

How is the weather in the
month of April?

In the month of April it
rains a lot.

In what kind of weather
is maize planted?

During the rainy season.

At your home in America
is cassava grown?

No, just a little.
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Part 3.

Uku kuAmeleka, pa mwezi

wa 'December', kumazizila

kwambili.

KuMalawi slkUtele.

it10"1'T FO

Here in America in the
month of December, it's
very cold.

It's not like that in
Malawi.

KuMalawi kumatani? How is it in Malawi?

Kumavumba kwambili, koma It rains a lot, but
it's not cold.

sikumizizna.

Part 4.

Ici cakudya ndi cozizila. This food is cold.

Pepani! Nditani nanga? Sorry! What shall I do?

caken1 lAtmao. Put it on the fire.

Cabwino. All right.
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Grammar 59.A. A type of sentence which contains no verb.

The first sentence of this dialogue is a question:

Bwanji nyengo pa mwezi waJune? How [is] the weather in the month

of June?

This sentence contains no verb. Parallels for this sentence are hard to find.

Bo, for example, the following would be rejected by at least some and per-

haps all speakers of Nyanja;

*Bwino nyengo pa mwezi waJune?

*Uti mwezi wozizila?

*Liti nyengo wozizila?

Grammar 59.B. A locative noun (phrase) used as the subject of a sentence.

This dialogue provides two unusually good examples of words in a locative

class controlling the concordial prefixes of other words:

Kaya kuAmeleka kumakhala kotani? I don't know haw is is in

America.

in which AcuAmeleka/ (Cl. 17) is the subject of the verb /-khala/, and:

Kuno kumakhala kozizila. Here [it] is cold.

in which the subject is /kuno/.

Note also in this connection the one word sentence:

Kuzizila. It is cold there/here.

in which the first syllable is not the infinitive prefix, but the subject

prefix of Class 17. Note the tonal difference between /kazfzila/ 'to be cold'

and /X4zizila/ 'it gets cold'.
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UNIT 60

DIALOGUE: August weather in Malawi.

-A-

K;df wa 'August' nyengO Is the weather good [in)
the month Of Augurt?

yibwin6?

-B-

-tenths

Mwazi'wei 'August' ndl mwisd

watentha.

-B- (continues)

KUMiwarimba kUtentha kwaimbAi.

-A-

Kwmbi'li?

-B-

-panda

nsapato (9,10)

NdlthUdi. inthU sgyenda

/
pansi opanda nsapato.

-A-

Ilan. Nang anthu opanda

nsapato gmliyenda bwinji?

-A- (continues)

kula.

Opainda nsapato.

-B-

thenesi

Ahtht gnibvila nsipktb

zit thinesi.
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to be hot

The month of August is a
hot month.

The heat begins.

A lot?

to be without; to lack

shoe

A lot. People don't
walk without shoes.

How do people without
shoes on get around?

Because there are lots
of people who lack shoes.

tennis shoes

People wear tennis shoes.

9
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-A-

mtundu (3,4)

Nanga mumacita ciani nthawi

iminey8?

kgviZla nchAo yi

mtUndia wanji?

-B-

kind, sort, variety

What do you do at that
time?

What kind of work did you
do?

,

Anthu ayima kulaa mnda. People begin to cultivate
the fields.

-B- (continues)

mtengo (3,4)

1
Amayamba kutentha mitengo. They begin burning the

trees.

-B- (continues)

-dula to cut, sever

bfna ainadula mitingo. Others cut down the trees.

-A-

O. Zikomo kwambili. Oh. Thank you very much.

Exelxise material. The climate of Washington, D. C.

wa 'June' ndi mwezi

wozizila kuMalawi.

KuWashington mwezi uwu si

wozizila.

Nyengo ya 'June' ndi yabwino

kwaMbili.

MWezi wa 'August' nyengo

imakhala yotentha.

Mwezi uwu mwezi

wotentha kupardbana yonse.
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The month of June is a
cold month in Malawi.

In Washington this month
isn't cold.

The June weather is very
nice.

In the month of August
the weather is hot.

This month is the hottest
month of nll.
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KuMalawinso mwezi wa 'August'

umatentha kwambili.

MWezi wa 'October' ukafika,

nyengo imayamba kuzizila

panglono.

MWezi wa mvula ndi

MVula imagwa mu mwezi wa

'April' kupambana.

Nyengo imayaMba kutentha

mwezi umenewo.

In Malawi also the month
of August is very hot.

When October arrives,
the weather beings to
cool off a bit.

Which is the, rainy month?

The rain falls mostly in
April.

The weather begins to get
hot in that month.

Nyengo ya kuDar es Salaam

pamwezi wa 'September' si

yabwino.

Kumatentha kwambili.

Ndiponso kumakhala

kwambili.

Nthawi imeneyo ndi nthawi

imene uko kumatentha

kupambana nthawi zina.

MVula inglithe iugw;lonthawi

ili yonse.

Mwezi wa 'November',

sikutentha kOtele

mwezi wa 'September'.

Kumakhalabe cinyezi,

koma sikutentha kwambili.
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The weather of Dar-es-
Salaam in the month of
September is not good.

It's very hot.

Also, it's very humid.

That time is a time when
it's hotter than at other
times.

It may rain at any time.

The month of November
isn't so hot as the month
of September.

It is still humid, but
it isn't very hot.
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Nthawi imeneyi, zipatso

simayaMba kuculuka, cifukwa

ca mvula.

NWezi wa 'January'

kumatenthabe, koma kuli

mvula.

At this time, the fruits
begin to become plenti-
ful on account of the
rain.

The month of January is
still hot, but there is
rain.
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The dialogue for this unit is the last in a series (55-60) on the

climate of Malawi. It contains no new features of grammar. In this unit,

the student's time may ne spent in adding to his vocabulary for the dis-

cussion of weather. For each of the following English words, ask for the

Nyanja equivalent. Find out What concords are used with each new noun. In

addition, get at least one short, complete sentence that contains each

new wore, and write it in the book:

'rain clouds' ze1t6b

'clouds (other than rain clouds )1 mitlat;6

'wind' ipapo

'fog'
mkhtingu

'lightning'

'to blow' (wind)

'to thunder'

mPhezi

)iliktintha mph4po

kticita bingo

317



$1. k CHINYANJA BASIC COURSE

'humidity'

'thunderstorm'

'to cease (raining)'

cinyls1

isiktintho

kilki;ta

Before leaving Units 55-60:

(1) Learn to describe the climate of the part of the United States that

you know best.

(2) Practice asking question' of your teacher concerning the climate at

his home. Are there any important climatic variations among different

parts of Malawi?
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UNIT 61

DIALOGUE: Buying maize.

-A-

UNIT 61

NB The first sentence Nd/Aftina kagLa cimangi. I'd like to buy some maize.

contains a further example
of indlmiiftina/1 with -A- (continues)

low tone on the subject
prefix. This phenomenon Mumagulitsa bwanji? Haw do you sell [it]?

is still unexplained, but
explanation can come

-B-

only through noting and
studying the examples mbale (9,10) plate

as they arise.
0, mbale yaCe yihkau, Well, a big plate, just

come and see, sir.
\

tangobwelani muone, bambo.

-B- (continues)

kobili (5,6)

Mbke lyl, 11mOdzi.

-A-

KObill 11m6dzi, mb'aie

yaikulu lyl?

-B-

Mbke imodzi, kobili 11mOdzi.

-A-

NiInga ndlkafUn'a kugula mbke

zizAu?

-B-

Mbhle zititu mkkdbiil atatu.

-B- (continues)

canga ndl cgboane,

penny

This plate [is] one penny.

One penny [for] this large
plate?

A penny a plate.

And what if I want to buy
three plates?

Three plates [for] 3d.

My maize is very good.

-B- (continues)

dnainif Cc&tiluclkUlu. Look! [It's] very big.
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-B- (continues)

Onani ico cacng'OnocIngiono

ca anthu ena.

-A-

,

Amwenye (2)

Kami iMweneye samagulitsa

conco.

Look at that little tiny
[maize] of the other
people.

Asians

But the Asians don't sell
[it] like that.

-A- (continues)

AmItgalitsa mbale ziwili kObill They sell two plates [for]
one penny.

11mOdzi.

-A- (continues)

zitatu makobili

awili.

-B-

-ipa

And three plates [for]
2d.

to be bad

0! Ci:MAnga cgce c86a! Oh, that maize is bad!

Exercise 61.a.l. GOAL: Facility in using the pricing
formula.

Mbke imodzi, kobili limodzi.

Mbale ziwili, makobili awili.

\
dzila Mazila awili, makobili awili.

t4tu Mazila atatu, makobili atatu.

ndalama Mazila atatu, ndalama zitatu.

clpeiga Zipewa zitatu, ndalama zitatu.

mpila Mipila itatu, ndalama zitatu.

cimodzi Mpila umodzi, ndalama imodzi.

cinthu Cinthu cimodzi, ndalama imodzi.
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dzila

kobili

mbale

UNIT 61

Dzila limodzi, ndalama imodzi.

Dzila limodzi, kobili limodzi.

Mbale imodzi, kobili limodzi.

Exercise 61 a.2. GOAL: Becoming accustomed to the rever-

sibility feature of the pricing formula.

Mbale imodzi kobili limodzi,

Mazila atatu makobili atatu.

Mb114yi makobili atatu.

Munthu m'modzi ndalama imodzi.

Kobili limodzi dzila limodzi.

Makobili atatu dzila limodzi.

Nsamba imodzi ndalama ziwili.

Ndalama ziwili mbale imodzi.

Kobili limodzi mbale imodzi.

Makobili atatu manila atatu.

Makobili atatu

Ndalama imodzi muntl'u m'modzi.

Dzila limodzi kobili limodzi.

Dzila limodzi makobili atatu.

Ndalama ziwili nsomba imodzi.

Mbale imodzi ndalama ziwili.

Exercise 61.a.1. GOAL: Agility in mental arithmetic con-

nected with pricing.

Mbale imodzi kobili limodzi.

Mbale ziwili makobili

Mbale imodzi makobili awili.

Mbale ziwili makobili anii.

Mbale imodzi makobili tatu.

\ \

Mbale ziwili makobili asanu ndi limodzi.

Mbale imodzi makobili asanu ndi limodzi.

Mbale

Mbale ziwili ndalama imodzi.

imodzi makobili asanu ndi

lupiya
Mbale ziwili

ndalama
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Mbale imodzi makobili asanu ndi anai.

Mbale ziwili lupiya, ndi makobili asanu ndi limodzi.

Mbale imodzi ndalama imodzi.

Mbale ziwili ndalama ziwili.

Mbale imodzi lupiya ndi makobili asanu ndi anai.

Mbale ziwili ndalama zitatu ndi makobili asanu ndi

limodzi.

Exercise 61.b.1. GOAL: Facility in use of concords with
reduplicated adjectives that take a double concordial prefix.

'Some maize is very large, and some is very
small,'

cirAnga C anga cina ndi ccikaticiktau;

nsomba

milato

ana

makasu

tali

njila

miseu

/

cinanso ndi cacing'onocin,Iono.

Nsomba zina ndi zazikuluzikulu;

zinanso ndi zazing'onozing'ono.

Milato ina ndi yaikuluikulu;

inanso ndi yaingionoing'ono.

Ana ena ndi aakuluakulu;

enanso ndi aang'onoang'ono.

Makasu ena ndi aakuluakulu;

enanso ndi aang'onoang'ono.

Ana ena ndi aataliatali;

enanso ndi aafupiafupi.

Njila zina ndi zazitalizitali;

zinanso ndi zazifupizifupi.

Miseu ina ndi yaitaliitali;

inanso ndi yaifupiifupi.
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Ixercise 61.x.1. GOAL: Using two different forms of the
verb /-1pa/ 'to be/become bad'.

'This maize is spoiling.'

c&Inia CLmanga Ici cfmingi

capa ciMbli.

dzila Dzila iii likuipa. Kuno kuli manila

oipa aMbili.

nyama Nyama iyi ikuipa. Kuno kuli nyama

'There's a lot of
spo:led maize around
here.'

nocaba Nsomba iyi ikuipa.
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yoipa yambili.

Kuno kuli nsomba

zoipa zambili.
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Grammar 61.A. Another type of sentence that contains no verb: 'two for a

penny.'

The dialogue for this unit contains numerous examples of a new kind of

verbless sentence:

)0 ale iyi kobili

Kobili limodsi mbale...iyi? One penny for thim...plate?

Mbale sitatu atatu. Three plates for 3d.

All of these examples have to do with prices. Note that either the price

(as in the second example) or the merchandise (as in the first example)

may be mentioned first. Note also that the half of the sentence that tells

the pric.4 include. 0, numeral, even if that numeral is /-modzi/ 'one'. All

of the following are acceptable sentences in the langpage:

This plate is ld.

Mbale iyi kobili.

Mbale siwili kobili.

Kobili nbale iyi.

This plate is a penny.

Two plates [for] a penny.

A penny [for] this plate.

Grammar 61.B. A reduplicative construction that includes adjectives with

double concordial prefix.

Adjectives with double concordial prefix were discussed in Note 50.b.2.

and reduplicative constructions in Notes 57.8 and 58.A. Neither of the

latter two notes included examples of adjectives with double concordial

prefix. The dialogue for this unit includes two such examples:

cacikulucikulu very big

cacing'onocing'ono very small

Notice that the concordial prefix /ci/ is found before both occurrences of

the stem.

The meaning of this construction is apparently to intensify the mean-

ing associated with the adjective stem.
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From the point of view of tone the second of the concordial prefixes

has low tone. All other syllables are high. When one of these words stands

at the end of a pause group, the pitch of the last syllable is of course

determined by the overall intonation of the phrase.

Note that in some of the recorded examples (e.g. 61.b.1, second halves

of Lines 3,5) there is a slight pause, or break, between the two halves:

aanceono ang'ono instead of : aanglonoanglono.
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NB The placement of
jkodif in the first
sentence .s a bit
unusual.

UNIT 62

DIALOGUIs Buying peas.

-A-

nsama (10)

Ns4ma Is/ ndi labwInO

kodl bilmbc4

-5-

Ie. Ndi sibwinO kwiMbili.

-A-

Nugulitsa mb115 mkketbili

fimdazi.

-3-

-A-

0. in: ndikiifUniko sa

'six shillings.'

Zi 'six shillings'?

Inds blmbO.

-5-

-A-

-5-

-patsa

Cabwino. NekUpitsani.

-A-

O. Zikomo kwambili.
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peas

Are these peas [any] good,
(sir)?

Yes, they're very good.

How much do you sell them
for? ('You sell a plates
(for) how many pence?1)

Om plate for ld.

Oh, I'd like six shillings
worth.

Six shillings worth?

Yes.

to give (not as a gift),
to hand over

All right, I'll give
(them] to you.

Oh, thank you very much.
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Remember that the (still
unexplained) pitch pat-
tern of /silt zonse/
etc. is [ 1.

ftercise 62.v.I. GOAL: Getting accustomed to using the
words of vocabulary list with their proper concordial
prefixes.

nsima

nyama

dz11'

mpunga

mcelc

nthochi

nsima

mtedza

'Please give me the
peas.'

TIpitanl nzama.

T3pits4n1 nyama.

Tipatseni dzila.

Tipatseni mpunga.

Tipatseni mcele.

Tipatseni nthoci.

Tipatseni nsima.

Tipatseni mtedza.

'The peas are all gone.

Nzama zatha.

Myama ylthl.

Mazila atha.

Mpunga watha.

Melo watha.

Nthochi zatha.

Mama yatha.

Mtedza watha.

Ixercise 62.v.2. GOAL: Further practice in using new
nouns with their proper concords.

'What kind of peas
should I buy?'

nzama zanji?

Ndigule ufa wanji?

Ndigule mpunga wanji?

Ndigule nzimbe zanji?

Ndigule anyezi wanji?

Ndigule zipatso

zanji?

zibvwende Ndigule zibvwende

zanji?

nyama Ndigule nyama yanji?

cinangwa Ndigule cinangwa

canji?

nzama

ufa

mpunga

nzimbe

anyezi

zipatso
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'Buy any peas at all.'

S

Muguli nzama zili zonse.

Mugule ufa uli wonse.

Mugule mpunga uli wcnse.

Mugule nzimbe iii yonse.

Mugule anyezi ali yonse.

Mugule zipatso zili

zonse.

Mugule zibvwende zili

zonse.

Mugule nyama iii yonse.

Mugule cinangwa

(cili) conse.
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NB The interchange of

/1/ and /d/ in the word
for`pennylis not due
merely to a foible of
the English-speaking ear.
It reflects variations
in the spelling practice
of the Nyanja speakers
themselves.

IOW

ndiwo Ndigule ndiwo yanjit NOgule ndiwo (sili)

zonse.

nyemba Ndigule nyemba sanjit NUgule nyemba (sili)

sonse.

scale Ndigule scale wanjit Nugule mole (uli)

wonse.

Ndigule =tads* wanjit NUgule mtedza (uli)

wonse.

malalanje Ndigule malalanje Nugule malalanje (ali)

anji? onse.

:stadia

Exercise 62.v.3.. GOAL: further use of nor' nouns with

proper concords.

nzama

manila

mbatata

anyezi

mtedza

'How do you sell
peas?.

Nzama mumagulitsa

makobili angati?

Manila mumagulitsa

makobili angati?

Nbatata mumagulitsa

makobili angati?

Anyezi mumagulitsa

bwanji?

Ntedza mumagulitsa

makobidi angati?

'The large ones we sell
for ld per plate.'

Zazikulu timagulitsa.

kobili limodzi pa mbale.

Aakulu tfrilwiigalAsa

makobili awili dzila

limodzi.

Yaikulu timaigulitsa

kobili.

Timagulitsa atatu

kobili limodzi.

Timagulitsa kobidi

limodzi mbale imodzi.

zibvwende Zibvwende mumagulitsa Timagulitsa 'shilling'

bwanji?
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Vocabulary 62. Mcst students using these materials should already have

accumulated, from their teachers or from other speakers of Nyanja, a fairly

large vocabulary concerning foodstuffs. rill in the Nyanja equivalents of

the following, showing tones and concordial classes:

nzima (10) peas

dzIll (5), manila (6) egg

ipUngi (31
rice

mcele
salt

nzimbe
sugar cane

mtedza
groundnuts

nthochi
banana

nyemba
beans

zibvwende
pumpkin, melon

kabichi
cabbage

cinangwa
cassava

anyezi
onions

uf a
flour

zipatso
fruit (a general term)

suga
sugar

mango
mango

lalanje
orange

ndimu, mandimu lemon

mkate
bread

mowa
beer

njuchi
honey

mbatata
potato

maize porridge
nsima
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UNIT 63

NB The use of /4bwinb/
as the central word in
the first sentence; there
is no verb, and no occur-
rence of /nab

CHINYANJA BASIC

umIT 63

DIALOGUE: Buying tomatoes.

URSE

-A-

phwetekele (5)

maphwetekele (6)

thimati (5)

mdtimati (6)

Matfmiti awa ibtan6 kwgmbAi

tomato

There tomatoes are goorl.

-A- (continues)

-lima to hoe, cultivate

x8di Where do you grow (them]?

- B-

imtinewataltilfMa These here are grown at,
er, at Mwanza.

kitMvianzi%

- A-

KUMvianza0

Kull mitfmitti ambili?

-B-

-Ps(Y)a

Aakfilu ndlpdneo ikUps(y)a.

- A-

Mtlimittenga p'agthirtiotO 101trieni

p:tbaisi?

-B-

At Mwanza?

Are there many tomatoes?

to roast; to be ready,
ripe

Big and (also) ripe.

Do you carry them by car,
or by bus?

TUatenga lAgahimOtO. By car.
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- A-

-bvunda

SkAbvUnda iinsfuewa?

- B-

Iai, samabvunda.

- A-

Mugulitsa bwanji?

- B-

TiM\agUliisa atatu kObill

11mOdzi.

- A-

to rot, be rotten

Don't they rot?

No, they don't (rot).

How do you sell them?

114 sell [them] three for
a penny.

Ndlpits4n1 a '6d.' Give me 6d. worth.
('Give me cf 6d.')

Exercise 63.1. GOAL: Further practice in mental arithmetic
using pounds, shillings, and pence.

ndi ndahiMa imodzi. I have one shilling.

Ndlatseni mittloati. Give me some tomatoes.

Ndipatseni mItmilti a '6d.' Give me 6d. worth of
tomatoes.

Ndili ndi ndalama imodzi. I have ls.

Ndipatseni nzama. Give me some peas.

Ndipatseni za '6d.' Give me 6d. worth of peas.

Ndili ndi '1/6'. I have 1/6.

Ndipatseni nzama. Give me some peas.

Ndipatseni nzama za '9d.' Give me 9d. worth of peas.

Continue this exercise using the following:

In sentence 11 In sentence 2s

ls. 6d. tomatoes

2s. 6d. tomatoes
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21s. 6d.
bananas

3..
bananas

315.
maize

£1 maize

kl
beans

- 10 - 0 beans

Exarciaw 63,2. GOAL: Practice in using words that are

useful in describing fruits and vegetables.

MaltMati inApndi

Si '<pa.

NdI Obvilnda?

Signitbvdnde.

Ndi gkUpsa.

nthoci: Nthoci izi ndi zabwino.

Si zoipa.

Zabvunda?/Ndi zobvunda?

Iai. Sizinabvunde.

Ndi zakupsa.

Give similar sets of five sentences for each of the

following:

oranges mangoes

maize mango

pumpkin lemons

cassava lemon

meat peas

beans
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Grammar 63.A. J grammatical reminder. In the phrase;

Aakulu ndiponso akupsya. Big and also ripe.

the verb root /-psy-/ contains no vowel. It was pointed out in Note HGe5.

that verb stems of this kind normally do not have an 1-0-/ form comparable

to /coipa/ or /wokondwa/. Instead, the corresponding form has the conccrdial

prefix (here, /a-/, plus the infinitive prefix /-ku-/.

Units 61-63 are on the subject of buying and selling. Establish your

own market, using real produce as much as possible, and practice buying

and selling various articles.
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GLOSSARY

[ Words are alphabetized by the first letter of the root, regardless of

presence or absence of prefixes. In order to make the listing easier to follow,

the words have been spaced so that the first letters of the roots form a

straight vertical column on the page.]

- A -
ace (see -ace)

c-aka (7,8)

c-Kkaya (see egkligya)
mw-ai (3)

c-filici (see cglici)

mw-amvu (1)

mw-ana (1,2)

-Anga (see -Alma)

nd-ani

ci-ani (7)

-gnji

bw-inji

-Anu (see -anu)

B

-ba

badwa

-badwila

-bala

year

good fortune

(a season)

child

who?

what?
(pronoun, not adjective)

how? what kind?

how

to steal

to be born

to be born
(at a place)

to give birth to a
child

m-bales ,(1,2) parent

m. bale (9, 10) plate

bImb; (la)
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(my) father
(used as form of
address for men)
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m.batata (9, 10) potato

bau

--be

-be

(name of popular
game)

(negative suffix
used with some
forms of /-10

(persistive enclitic
often translated
'still')

-bola to rob someone

m.beu (9, 10) seed

b[h]isi (5, 6) bus

baku (5, 6) book
[also bukhu (5, 6)]

co -bvila 8) article of clothing

-bvina to dance

-bvulala to be hurt, wounded

-bwunda to rot, be rotten

-bvuta to trouble, be

difficult

-bvutika

- bvutits*

zi-bvwende

to have trouble,
difficulty

to cause difficulty
or trouble

pumpkin, melon

bwanji (see

-bwela to come (back)

bwenz( (1) mabwenzL (6) friend

ci- bwenzl (7) friendship

bwin6 (see b4100

cibwino (see cibwino)

caici (7) [plural 11]
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- cape to laundcr

m-cele (3) salt

- cepa to be small

-copeia to be a little too
small with respect
to some thing or
purpose

n.chito (9, 10) work

cifdkwi (see cildkwi)

acimwene (1, 2) brother (4)

-cita to do

-coke to (come or go)
from

-cokela to come from

conco so, thensso-so

-culuka tc be many

^,aCO

n.dalima (9, 10)

n.dige (9, 10)

-11111ula

--di

n.diwo (9, 10)

dotolo

(3 sg. personal
possessive 'his,
her')

money, shilling

airplane

to be expensive

(an emphatic enclitic)

anything eaten as a
relish with porridge

(medical) doctor (of
Western-style
medicine)

-dula to cut, sever

- dwala to be ill

-dya to eat

ci-kii-dya (7, 8) food
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ma-dyslelo (6)

- dzala

- dzila

mu-dil (3, 4)

dziko (see dzIko)

dzila (see dLila)

dzina (see dzina)

- dziwa

festival

to sow

to follow

village

to know

dzulo yesterday; preceding
month, week, year

ma-dz416 (6) late afternoon,
twilight

dauwa (5, 46) sun, day

(an expression of
assent)

mw -Inch (3, 4) leg, foot

'eni exact, genuine

-esa (see -yesa)

ma-eso (6) a test

eti (an expression of
surprised inter-
rogation)

mw-ezf (3, 4) moon, month

F -

u-fa (14) flour

ci-falinsa (7) French (language)

1f4 (absolute pronoun
1 pl., used also
by one person about
himself, as a mark
of courtesy to the
person he is talking
with)
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- fika
to arrive

- fotokoza
to repair

ci-fdikw& (7)
cause, because

-fimai (1, 2)
chief

-funa
to want, wish

' fdpi
near, short

gilim6t6 (5, 6) motorcar

- ganiza
to think, hold an

opinion

-gona
to lie down, sleep

-guts
to buy

gule (5, 6) dance

-gulitsa
to sell

-gwa
to fall, fall from

-gwila
to catch hold, get

- 1 -
is

1f1 (see ile)

-ika

dzCko (5) mafko (6)

-ima

-inn

dzfna (5) magna (6)

inde

Inl (see Ini)

bwino

cibwIno

no

to put

country

to stand, wait

some, other

name

yes

good, fine

(an expression of
approval or ac-
quiescence)
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Intl (see 112U)

-1pa

"ja ( a demonstrative
stem)

n.jiinje (9, 10) railroad

uje Bo-and-so [person]

ujeni such-and-such a place

n.j111 (9, 10) way, path, small road

n.jingi (9, 10) bicycle

n.jIngi yi moth motorcycle

n.juchi (9) honey

J

to be bad

K

kilata a letter, anything
written

kale a short time ago/
long ago

kanema cinema

kantini (1) restaurant

kitpeni perhaps, if, or

m-kite (3, 4) bread, loaf of bread

-kati middle, midst

kaya (an expression of
uncertainty)

woman, wifem-kazi (1, 2)

kazinga

-6Aha

-khala

khisu (5), makisu (6)

khan!) (5) mak?mb (6)

-khota
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to roast, fry

only, alone

to stay, live, sit

hoe

door

to bend
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n.khau (9, 10)

-khulupila

m.khungu

n.khuni (9, 10)

khwawa (5) makwawa (6)

kobili (5, 6)or: k[h]obidi

kOdi

ma -kolo (6)

-kolola

kOmi

-konda

-kondwa

-kondweletsa

-konza

-kula

-ktclu large

kamenalkO (see klimAnek6)
kuti that, so that
kwimbfli (see kwaiabfli)

chicken

to trust, expect

fog

(stick of) firewood

dry stream bed, slope

penny

(an expression of
interrogation)

parents

to break off from
a stalk

but

to please

to be pleased

to be interesting,
pleasing

to correct, beautify,
mend

to grow (intransitive)

-kwatila

-kwatiwa

-kwela

L

lacinai (see lacinai)

lacisanu (see lacisanu)

lacitatu (see lacitatu)

laciwili (see laciwili)
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to be married (a man)

to be married (a woman)

to climb, board
(a vehicle)
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orange

to receive

liaanje (5, 6)

lamulungu (see limulAnga)

-landila

-lankhula (see -yankula)

ci-lankhulo (7, 8)
(see ciyankhulo)

m-14to (3, 4) bridge

ma-laya shirt

u-laya
Europe, England

1110 today

-lemba to write, draw

18-14mba Monday

u-lendo (14) malendo (6) journey

( a defective and
irregular verb,
often translated
'be')

ma-lile (6 sg. and plu.) boundary

-lima to farm, plough

m-limi (1, 2) farmer

(name of a season com-
parable to summer)

-lipila to pay

-lipilila

-lipitsa

Ail (see 'ti)

1814Mba (see 1614Mba)

;-longO (1, 2)

-longosola

-lowa
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to pay for (something)
for (someone)

to cause to pay; to
charge a sum

sibling of opposite
sex

to arrange, relate

to enter
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lOwelbk'a (see 16gpliOak)

-lumpha to jump across

god, week

Sunday

mai (la) mother ( used also as
term of address to
a married woman)

maCna (see dzfra)

ci-mangy (7) [no plu.] maize, ear of maize

wawa tomorrow

m-mawa in the morning

kwimbili very much

mbuyo behind

"'mane (a relative stem)

k-104nekb there

-modzi one

moni (a greeting)

mpika until, up to, as far as

-mva to hear, feel

-Iowa to drink

mw-ai (3, 4) (see mw-li)

mwamba above

-o-Towe same, this same,
as well

acimwene (see acimwene)

m-mwenye (1, 2)

na-

-nii

N

3142

an Asian (person)

with

four
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lici-nii
nanga

ci-nangwa (7, 8)

m nasala (1, 2)

Thursday

( a general question
word)

cassava

Muslim

nchito (see n.chito)

mu-ndi (3, 4) field

ndani (see ndApi)

ndl

ndi

(a copular form that
is frequently trans-
lated with a form of
'is')

and, with

ndlp6 (see napio)

ndlth6 (see ndlthd)

nathUdi (see ndlthddi)

nays (see name)

- ne

i-ne absolute pronoun 'I'

- nena to speak, to talk
about a person

to be talked about- neneka

ci-nenelo (7, 8)

-a-nga

. /
ngakhale

language

my

even

ngati whether, that

-ngati how many?

ci-ngelezi (7) English (language or
manner)

an English personmu-ngelezi (1, 2)

ng'ombe (9, 10)
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ox, head of cattle,
beef



pa-ng'Ono

-nja

ma -nja

no

pa-no (16)

ku-no (17)

-O-nse

pa-nsf (16)

--nso

ci-ntha (7, 8)

mu-nthil (1, 2)

a-nu

i -nu

m-nyakwawa (1, 2

nygle (9, 10)

nyIL (9)

m-nyamata

CHINYANJA BASIC COURSE

a litt

outs

[t

le bit

ide

o] the right [side]

his

here

here, around here

all

on the ground, below

also, again

thing

person

your, yours (pl., or
used to one person
as a mark of respect)

you, (pl., or used to
one person as a mark
of respect)

headman

lamp

meat

(1, 2) boy

nyanja lake

m-Nyanjii a Nyanja person

nyemba (9, 10) beans

nyengo (9, 10) season

ci-nyezi (7) dampness, humidity

nyambg (9, 10) house

m-nza (1, 2) friend, companion

ma-nzele left (hand)
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- 0 -

o (3 pl. personal
or: -WO pronominal stem

'they')

- ocha to burn, roast, toast

odi

-okha (see -ohha)

excuse me (said in
lieu of knocking
at door)

- oloka to ford, cross a
river

-omwe (see o-mwe)

-ona to see

-oneka to appear, be visible

-onetsa to show, cause to see

-onse (see onse)

- otha to be warm; to warm
oneself at

m-oto fire

m -owa (3, 4) beer

m-oyo (3, 4) life, health

P

&-pX here

m -paka (see mpdka)

-pambana to pass, surpass

- panda to be without;
to lack

m-pAndO (3, 4) chair, stool

- panga to do, make

-pangila

p6O (see phn6)

ci-patala (7, 8)
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to make, prepare
(for some person
or some purpose)

hospital
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- patsa to give (not as a gift);
to hand over

ci-patso (7, 8) fruit

- peneka to doubt

pepani (an expression of
condolence)

ci-pewa hat, cap

-peza to find

- pezana to meet (one another)

m.phamvu (9, 10) power, ability,
strength

m.phepo (9, 10) wind

m.phezi (9, 10) thunder, lightning

- phika to cook

-phikidwa to be cooked

- phikila to cook for

- phili (5), mapili (6) hill

- phunzila to study

phunzilo (5), maphunzilo academic study
(6)

- phunzitsa to teach
- phunzitsana to teach one another
phwando (5) mapwando (6) party

phwetekele (5) tomato
maphwetekele (6)

ma-zIla (6) millet

m.pila (9, 10) football

m-pingo (3) religion

- pita to go, pass

ndi-po and; it is there

pompano (16) right here

- ps(y)a to roast; to be
ready, ripe

3/16
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- 8 -

rice

Portuguese

n.silu (9, 10)
cloth, piece of cloth,

clothing

-samba
to bath.

ma-sana (6)
afternoon

u-sini (14) masana (6)
midday, daytime

sanu
five

laici-sanu
'Friday

n.sapato (9, 10) shoe

ci-Sena (7)
language of the
Sena people
(S: E. Malawi)

ft

m-speu (3, 4)
road

- sewela
to amuse oneself,
have fun, dance

xi
(is) not

m-sika
market

tsfku (5) masfku (6)
day (24 hour period)

n.sima (9)
maize porridge

sit6lo (5, 6)
store, shop

- siya
to leave behind

- siyana
to differ from or
part from one another

Ar
-socela/ -sokela

to wander, lose one's

way

n.soMba (9, 10)
fish

-soma
to hoe lightly, clean

the fields

sukulu
school

-swela
to pass the day
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"tali

m-tambo (3, 4)

-tani

-titu

lici-tutu

taunt

tebulo

m-tedza

- tele

-telo

m-tendele

- tenga

m-tengo (3, 4)

- tentha

-tha

- thamanga

-thandiza

n.thawi (9, 10)

thenesi

thimati (5) matimati
(6)

n.thcichi (9, 10)

-thu

ndi-thu

ndi-thddi

-ti

T

348

far, long, tall

cloud

to say or do how?

three

Wednesday

town

table

groundnuts

to be, do, say like
this

to be like that, do
or say like that

peace

to take

price

to be hot

to end, be able

to run

to help

time

tennis shoes

tomato

banana

(1 pl. personal
possessive 'our')

very much, really

truly

which one(s)?
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ku-tt

li-tl

m-tima (3, 4)

-tops,

ma-tope (6)

-tsagana na-

-taata

taeli

where?

when?

heart

to become tired

mud

to accompany

to follow

the [far] side of
something

tsidya opposite or far side
(or: tsija) of

girl

stream

before, in front of

now

m-tUndil (3, 4) kind, variety

m-tsikana (1, 2)

taiku (see tsiku)

m-tsinje (3, 4)

taogolo

tsopano

-tuta to carry and pat down;
to carry on one's
head

mau (6)

uje (see uje)

ujeni (see ujeni)

-uma

-uza

U

V

words

to be hard, ripe, dry

to tell

msviila (9, 10) rain

-vumba to rain, rain on
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waci

.wweluka

lo-welUka

-wli

la`ci-id ii

-wo
(or: -o)

Y

watch (timepiece)

to get off from work,
quit work

Saturday

two

Tuesday

(third person plural
pronoun stem)

(absolute pronoun,
3 pl.)

- yamba to begin

- yang'ana to look for

- yankhula to speak

cl-yankh;1; (7, 8) language

ci-Yao language or other
(or:ci-Yawo) customs of the Yao

people ( northern
Malawi)

- ye

i-y6

ndi-y6

- yela

(3 sg. personal pro-
nominal stem 'helshel)

(absolute pronoun, 3 sg.)

and

to be white, light
in colour

-yenda to go

-yendetsa to cause to go;
to drive (a ear)
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alvenela to be fit for; ought

-yens to try

n.zama (9, 10) pea(s)

zfkOm; (an expression of
courtesy, some-
times translated
with 'thank you')

dsilik (5) maz111 (6) egg

sugar cane

to be insipid, cold

English (language)

a European person

-zungulila to go roundabout

n.zimbe (9, 10)

-zizila

ci-zungu (7, 8)

m-zungu (1, 2)

Final typing - Evelyn Vass
Betty Fztrtma.
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